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GOD GLORIFIKD IN THE PEEACIIING OF IIIS GOSPEL. 


BY THE 

REV. HENRY MELVILL, B.D. 

PREACHED IN ST. BRIDE’S CHURCH, FLEET STREET, 
ON SUNDAY MORNING, JUNE 27, 1847. 

Before making a collection in behalf of the Infant Orphan Asylum. 


“ For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 
them that perish : to the one we are the savour of death unto death ; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these thinysf* — 2 Cor. 
ii. 1.0, 1C. 

If you consult the book of the Acts of the Apostles, yop will ^ceive that 
St. Paul’s course, as a preacher of Christianity, was very diversified ; that in 
some places he rapidly formed a flourishing church, whilst in others he encoun- 
tered fierce persecution, and could make little or no impression on the reigning 
idolatry. And it is very remarkable, that although defeat was thus mingled 
with success, repulse with acceptance, the apostle could nevertheless, in the 
verse preceding our text, break into the exclamation — “ Now thanks be unto 
God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of His knowledge by us in every place.” He speaks as though he were 
already a conqueror ; as though, wheresoever he preached, the Gospel found 
an immediate and a cordial reception. You would think, from his tone, that 
he had only to enter a city, and its idols trembled, and falsehood gave place to 
truth. How, then, is this ? If we consult the history, we find the apos- 
tle often baffled, and Christianity as proclaimed by him often unable to over- 
come inveterate superstitions : whereas, if we are to judge from his expressions 
of thankfulness and joy, he was “ always made to triumph in Christ the 
place was never found, in which he was not instrumental in so manifesting the 
Gospel as to bring glory to God. 

In our text St. Paul explains the apparent contradiction. He does not mean 
to imply, by his burst of triumphant praise, that ail, or even the majority of 
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those who heard the Gospel from his lips, received it as God’s Word, or lis- 
' tened to its statepnents ; he does not lead you to suppose that he met with unin- 
terrupted BVLO^M — that there were no lands or no cities, which, visited by him 
in hij| missic^ry circuit, had refused to do homage to Jesus of Nazareth ; but 
h^ felt asirtii’ed, that whether he made converts or not, whether the Gospel was 
rejected or whether it was received, God was glorified by and through his minis- 
trations. It was not, acicording to his opinion, in the power of unbelief, to inter- 
fere with the issue of his preaching, so far as that had to do with the honour 
of God and of the mediatorial work. “ For we are unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish.” 

There is no great difficulty in understanding what St. Paul means, when he 
describes himself and his fellow-labourers as being “ unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ.” The allusion is undoubtedly to the notion, which was very com- 
mon among the heathen, that the deity was pleased with the smoke which 
ascended from the sacrifices burnt upon his altars. Indeed, the Scriptures 
frequently speak of God in language borrowed from this prevalent opinion. 
Thus when the waters of the deluge had subsided, and Noah, standing on 
the baptisJd earth, offered burnt-offerings to the Lord, you read that “ the 
Lord smelled a sweet savour ; and the Lord said in His heart, I will not again 
curse the ground any more for man’s sake.” When, therefore, St. Paul speaks 
of “ a sweet savour of Christ,” we may understand him as referring to the 
acceptance of the sacrifice of Christ — to its prevalence with God, as a propi- 
tiatory offering ; and when he speaks of the preachers of Christianity as being 
** unto God a sweet savour of Christ,” he means, we may suppose, that by set- 
ting forth that sacrifice, and causing it to be known, they were instrumental 
in bringing to God more and more of that glory, which arises from the sin 
offering which He provided for the world. 

Thus, then, the apostle argues. He knew that he had preached the Gospel 
to many who would perish, as well as to many who would be saved ; but ne- 
vertheless, he would not admit that in any case he preached in vain. He con- 
tended, on^he contrary, that wheresoever the sacrifice of Christ was niade 
known, there ascended fragrant incense unto God : God obtained lionour from 
the display of His attributes, whether men received or whether they rejected 
the Mediator. 

‘ But how could this be?’ some objector may demand. ‘ Could it bring any 
glory to God, that Christ was presented to the scornful and the unbelieving ?’ 

‘ Yes,’saith the apostle, ‘ not only are we “ a savour of life unto life” to those who 
give heed to our doctrine— not only is God glorified on earth by the life-giving 
tendencies of the sacrifice of His Son, wheresoever there is faith in the propitia- 
tion, — we are equally “ a savour of death unto death” to those who remain im- 
penitent and unbelieving. The Gospel, mdeed, the atonement, which they 
have heard and despised, does but increase their condemnation, but God derives 
glory from their death ; and thus the sacrifice of Christ sends up fragrant in- 
cense, whether it be the procuring cause of salvation or the occasion of aggra- 
vated ruin.’ This view of the effects of the ministry with which he was charged, 
seems for a moment to have overcome and confounded the apostle ; so that 
although he had just before used the language of confidence and exultation, he 
breaks into words which seem to indicate weakness and apprehension : “ Who 
is sufficient for these things ?” 

Such is, we think, the meaning and drift of the text ; such the nature and 
force of the reasoning of lit. Paul. But this brief survey of the passage will 
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only have shown you how much it coatains, which requires to be diligently 
examined and illustrated. It may bo evident enough, that the apostle designs 
to assert this or that fact, and yet we may still have to satisfy ourselves of the 
accuracy of his assertion, or rather to determine its consistency with other 
truths. And undoubtedly the alleged universal consequence of the preaching 
of the Gospel, the fact that those who published Christianity wore in every 
case, without any exception, a sweet savour of Christ,” is calculated to star- 
tle and perplex us. It does not at least so commend itself to the mind as a 
self-evident truth, as that no argument is needed, to procure its admission* 
We ^i^toder, therefore, that we have before us a large and important subject 
of discour#, if we propose to inquire into the reasons wliich bear out St. Paul 
in making this assertion ; and when this has been done, it wlU be neither unin- 
teresting nor unprofitable to examine why the apostle has followed it by a 
question expressive of fear or perturbation. Such, tl^pa, are the general topics, 
on which wo are to speak. We are to endeavourito show you, in the first 
place, with how much truth St. Paul could declare, that he was “ unto God a 
sweet savour of Christ we are then, in the second place, to inquir^^hy this 
fact should have urged him to the exclamation — “ Who is sufficient for these 
tliings ?” 

I. Now, we observe of the glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, that it 
is a rev^tiou of all that is most illustrious in the Godhead, and of all that as 
sinful creatures we are most concerned in ascertaining. It is a jevelation of 
those attributes and properties of God, which natund theology could but 
dimly conjecture, or which it could not, at least, satisfactorily combine j a 
revelation of Divinity bringing itself into such relation to humanity, that with 
every influito perfection uncompiomiscd there might be provision for every 
want of the transgressors of God’s law. We need not now expatiate at any 
length upon the amazing scheme of human redemption ; you all know that 
the whole world lay under, condemnation, and that even if it had been ascer- 
tained that the love of God had not bv*en alienated from us by sin, finite wis- 
dom could have devised no mode by wliich that love could interfere without 
violence to other attributes. But infinite Wisdom solved the difficulties with 
which finite could not cope ; and by giving His Son to take upon Him our 
nature, and to bear in that nature thg curse of the law, God made possible the 
wondrous combination of “just, and yet the justifier.” Without professing to 
define or trace the connection between the death of Chqut and the pardon of 
sin — without attempting to explain the precise difiercncc which the suiferings 
of our Lord made in the moral position of mankind, we may safely assert, that in 
nothing are the various Divine attributes so strikingly displayed as in this plan 
for our rescue from the power of Satan. The holiness of God~a holiness such 
that He would hold no intercourse with the sinful, except through a Mediator ; 
His justice, such that there could be no forgiveness, until Christ had made a 
thorough expiation ; His wisdom, able to reconcile what to all finite intelligence 
seemed eternally at variance ; His power, prevailing so to uniffe the mortal 
with the immortal, that His Son from all eternity in the Divine nature, 
should be also His Son as born of a human mother ; His love, superior 
to ingratitude, superior to revenge — prompting an interference that must 
involve surrender, and sacrifice which imagination cannot compass— these 
are the displays, the manifestations whicli emanate from the scheme of redemp- 
tion. And where will you find anything that can be comparable with these ? 
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Amazing scheme I The angels might well “ desire to look into” its mysteries ; 
and eternity will be too short to unfold all its mercies. It seems, as a revela- 
tion, so to eclipse every other, that earth with all its wonders grows dim by 
its side, and the firmament with all its hosts is no longer efifulgent with Deity. 
And this is, we think, what St. Paul in our text designs to assert of the 
Gospel. He speaks as though the carrying that Gospel to a land were the 
furnishing such a revelation of God, as must neccessarily, even if it do not 
overcome the infidelity of men, redound immediately to tlie glory of its author. 
He will not allow that it could at ah depend upon the reception which the 
Gospel would meet, whether or no God would be glorified by its publftittion. 
Why should it ? Suppose it dhould please the Almighty to giv^fome new 
and striking exhilWion of His existence and of Ilis m jesty to a people that 
had been indifferent to those previously and uniformly furnished ; suppose 
that on a sudden the vault of heaven were to be spangled withfijesh characters, 
the handwriting of the e^verliving God, and far outshining in their burning 
beauty the hrilliancj^ "of a thousand constellations ; would not God have 
splendidijfchown forth His being and His power, would lie not have given 
such a demonstration of His greatness as must vastly contribute to His own 
glory, even if the people for whose sakes the overspread canopy had been thus 
gorgeously decked, were to close their eyes against the evidence, or to hearken 
to infidel philosophers, who would resolve into secondary causes, or explain 
by their boastful astronomy the mighty phenomenon which annou^^ced the 
immediate agency of the Creator ? God is sublimely independent of man ; and 
if He has made a discovery of Himself — of Fis greatness and perfection — He 
can contemplate that discovery with ineffable complacence, however it may be 
regarded by His creatures. lie does not want their admiration in order to be 
assured of its beauty j lie does not require their approval to be confirmed in 
His delight. And why should we not hold the same in regard of the Gospel ? 
Why, if this Gospel be an incomparably more brilliant and incomprehensible 
revelation of Himself, than ODuld be rendered by His coming forth from His 
inaccessible solitude with a fresh retinue of sunt td if systems — why should 
not God regard its publication with inefifable cv>njplacency, whether men her r, 
or whether they forbear ? Are wc to hold it to be in the power of such crea- 
tures as ourselves to prevent, by our infidelity, the accruing of any glory to 
God, from that into which He may be said to have gathered Himself- which 
is nothing less than a focus, in which all the Divine attributes meet, or from 
which they diverge, toirraditate the universe ? Oh ! we are not thus mighty. 
We may shut our eyes to a manifestation of Deity, but this is the utmost that 
we have in our power. We cannot obscure that manifestation j we cannot 
despoil it of one atom bf its beauty ; we cannot make it one jot less worthy 
or less expressive of Godhead. And therefore may it well be supposed, that 
God would regard the ambassadors of His Son— those who with the cross in 
their hand hasten to publish the glad tidings of redemption, — would regard 
them, I say, more truly the revealers of Himself, than all those worlds, 
spendidly ad^ed, with which His edict had peopled infinite space. We may 
well understand, that as these apostles went from shore to shore, making 
proclamation wherever they stood, of the mystery of “ (Jod manifest in the 
flesh,” they would be viewed by Him whose commission they bore as finer 
witnesses to the splendid, and the awful, and the majestic, and the beautiful 
properties of His nature, than stars as they marshalled in their brightness, or 
angels as they moved in their purity. Who, then, can be surprised at the 
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Jofty tone assumed by St. Paul, when speaking of his own ministrations of the 
Gospel of Christ ? What though it often happened that he was treated with 
derision, and that men “ saw no comeliness” in the Mediator whom he was 
commissioned to announce ? He might wirrow for this ; it might go to his 
Jieart, for indeed he loved his fellow- men with a love which he had learned 
from the Redeemer, and very bitter mus^ it have been to him to behold multi- 
tudes, over whom he yearned with a generous solicitude, putting from them 
the proffers of everlasting life, and clinging to superstitions and practices 
which ensured their final condemnation. But he could app<ial from men 
lo God. He preached not in vain ; oh I no more than the sun would walk 
the firmament in vain, if tlic liuman race resolved to exclude its beams, and 
live drearily on in their darkened chambers. Still would it be true of that 
sun, tliat he “rejoiceth as a giant to run his race still would its pathway bo 
paved with the imago rf Him who “is light and God might look on the 
luminary as it travelled majestically from the one end of the heaven to the 
other, and triumph in the having scut so brilliant a witness of Uimseh’ to 
make day by day the circuit of its course. And neither did the apoftle preach 
in vain. Ho felt that his preaching was a manifestation of the invisible Deity ; 
he felt that the voice of forest, and flood, and mountain, was lost -in his own, 
and that as he discoursed to idolators of “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” nature 
liitlierto so eloquent, grew mute in comparison, that it might not interrupt ins 
wondrous tale. And with this feeling, the feeling that he was instrumental 
to the furnishing such displays and discoveries ol God as could never have 
been gathered from any previous work, and that God would delight, at all 
events, t*" see how the proclamation of the Gospel went on throughout the 
earth - -oh ! the apostle migiit liave deeply sorrowed over impenitence and 
unlHilicf, and yet have been ready to declare of himself and his fellow -labourers 
— “ Wv ar^ r God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 
•thcMiithatp ^ii,” 

Jhit St. Paul washed to state his meaning somewhat more explicitly ; 
and tliercfor^ he w^ent cn to spe.ak of the two separate cases, in order to show 
V .a greater r cision liov this assertion held good as to the saved and the 
Ivjsc . To tl, saith he, “ we are the savour of death unto death, and to 

the other the savour of life unto life.” We do not think it necessary, and so 
pressed are wt by other parts of our subject that we shall not attempt, to 
speak at any length of the preacher as “ the savour of life unto life,” to those 
wlio “flee” at his warning “from the wrath to come.” We will assume your 
assent to the fact that God is greatly glorified in every case of salvation, and 
that whenever a soul, through laying liold by faith on the merits of the Media- 
tor, becomes justified and sanctified, there is givfpi such evidence of the 
efficacy of the great propitiation as must necessarily be well-pleasing unto 
Him who appointed the sacrifice. Biit what are we to say to the other case ? 
What arc we to say to the preacher being “the savour of death unto death” to 
those who perish in their sin ? It is implied in such a case, that the Gospel 
did, in some way or other, prove injurious, “ the savour of detail unto doatli,” 
unto those by whom it was heard and rejected ; and nevertheless that its 
proclamation, even when thus injurious, brought glory to God, or coutribuled 
to the display of His perfections. Arc these things so ? Is the Gosiiel indeed 
ever detrimental to the hearer ? and if detrimental, can those who i>roclaim it, 
be indeed “a sweet savour of Christ?” 

Yes, indeed, my brethren ; the Gospel may prove injurious to the hearer, but 
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• it cannot prove otherwise than glorious to its Author. You are not to tliink, 
that the Gospel can be a neutral thing, operating neither for good nor for evil. 
Oh 1 it is very easy, through the force of custoni, or for the sake of comj)Ii- 
ance with the ordinances of religion, or from motives which are even less ex- 
cellent than these, to bo regular in attending God’s house, and in hearkening 
Sunday after Sunday, to the statements of Christianity ; and it is further very 
easy, to come to regard as an ordinary and unimportant thing wliat is of such 
frequent occurrence, and to attach no solemn responsibility to these our weeklj'’ 
assemblings. I can quite believe of numbers amongst you, that they flock 
with the greatest punctuality to the sanctuary, and that they listen perhaps 
with becoming attention to what the preacher may have to advance, and yet 
they are wholly without a sense of there being anything awful in the minis- 
trations of the Gospel, anything dangerous, anything that will necessarily 
affect their condition as immortal and accountable beings. They pro- 
bably regard preaching merely as a particular kind of oratory, employed 
on a particular subject, and they listen to it (if they listen to it 
at all,) merely for the sake of mental excitement, without a passing 
thought respecting its moral design, or its distant consequences. It may 
never seem to them, as they pour out from God’s house, and perhaps 
deliver a critical opinion on the sermon, that they have been hearing 
that of which they shall assuredly hear agiiin at the last day— that which 
if it have done nothing towards moving them to concern for the sonl, nmfit have 
done something towards confirming them in impenitence and unbelief. 
But we have every warrant for asserting, that such is the real character of 
preaching, that the Gospel which he is permitted to hear either improves a 
man or makes him worse ; so that none of you can go away from the sanc- 
tuary precisely what you were when you entered it. You have had a fresh 
call from God, a fresh invitation, a fresh offer of everlasting life ; and if you 
have again refused, again turned away with indifference, you have made 
yourselves less accessible than ever to the message of Christ, and added to the 
witnesses who shall appear against you at the judgment. There is a self- 
propagating power in every kind of evil ; and every resistance to God’s Spirit, 
operating through the instrumentality of the Word, makes resistance easier, 
or facilitates for the future the hearing without obeying. So that preaching, 
wlicn it produces no salutary effect, unavoidably hardens the hearer; for 
that hearer, the more he is accustomed to the withstanding the engine 
through which the Holy Ghost acts, will withstand it with the less diffi- 
culty ; and therefore is lie virtually in the position of one, whose heart is 
made colder, and whose conscience more torpid, by the very means which 
were designed to warm^jaud to rouse him. And therefore we look witli no 
surprise, though we do look with great sorrow, on the spectacle not unfre- 
quently presented — the spectacle of a man who has attended for years on the 
faithful and energetic preaching of the Gospel, and who has really seemed to 
become more worldly-minded after every sermon he has heard. In no other 
respect may there be anything like dulness of faculty or energy, hut in regard 
of the sensitiveness to moral impressions, the man has evidently undergone a 
change, and is gradually losing the little which he once had. He may be as 
alive as ever to the intellectual power of the sermon — he may he as capable 
as ever of being carried aw'ay by the impetuousness, or fascinated by the elo- 
quence of the speaker ; but he is no longer restless, as he once was, under the 
earnest remonstrances, and no longer disturbed by the vehement threatenings 
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which are sounded in his ears. There was a time when he could not sit so 
composed while God’s wrath against sin was energetically displayed , hut 
when, as the preacher launched forth the terrors of God’s law, he was con- 
scious of something like a misgiving of heart, and felt it needful to make a 
half promise of amendment, in order to quiet the remembrance. But now 
the sermon hardly ever seems to come home to him. It may address itself to 
his judgment, it may address itself to his reason, it may address itself to his 
fancy ; but there is a triple band round the heart, an intrenchment in whicli 
all the affections seem to lie, as though defying the approaches of moral assail- 
ment. Now tell me what have the proclamations of Christianity been to such 
a man but “ a savour of death unto death V* Just as a consequence, but a 
consequence chargeable wholly on lumself, of his having heard and despised 
the Gospel, he has become far more steeled than be naturally was against 
reproof and warning and threatening — far stronger in the power of throwing 
from him, as things with which he has no concern, the fears and hopes of the 
Christian religion. We do not say that if he had not been so continually 
plied with the messages of the Gospel, he would have been what as a minister 
of Christ we wish him to be ; but he would have been, we arc persuaded, less 
obdurate than he is. He would not have been so fenced round by apathy, 
that we cannot find an avenue by which to approach ; he would not have 
accumulated against himself such a weight of testimony^if he had but seldom 
heard “ the truth as it is in Jesus.” Neither is this the only case, in which 
the Gospel is “ a savour of death unto death it is so whenever men abuse 
the doctrines of the Gospel — whenever they pervert them, and thus wrest into 
encouragements to licentiousness, or into argument for procrastination, those 
statements of God’s love, or those proofs of Ilis forbearance which ought 
only to urge them to serious endeavour to “ live righteously, soberly, and 
godly in the world.” 

But if it be admitted that in various ways men may be actually injured by 
the Gospel, making it the occasion of their own aggravated condemnation, 
what have we to say to such a result being in .any sense or degree glorious 
unto God ; so that this “ savour of death unto death” is to him “ a sweet 
savour of Christ ?” Now mark me, my brethren, we are to blame in confining 
our thoughts to the end in which man has an immediate conc^n, in plaice of 
extending them to those in which God himself may be personally interested. 
We forget that God has to make provision for the thorough vindication of all 
His attributes, when He shall bring the human race into judgment, and allot to 
individuals their portion for eternity. We forget, that in Jail His dealings it 
must be His own honour, to which He has the closest respect ; and that this 
honour may require the appointment and continuance of means of grace, even 
when those means, in place of effecting conversion, are sure to do nothing but 
increase condemnation. For the great point, so far as we can judge, which will 
have to be made out in respect of every man who perishes hereafter, is the in- 
excusablcness of that man — his being nothing less than his own wilful de- 
stroyer ; and the making out this, in regard of those condemned for neglecting 
the salvation provided by Christ, will require it to be abundantly proved that 
this salvation was offered them, yea, pressed upon their acceptance ; for it can- 
not be shown that they perished exclusively through their own fault, unless it 
be shown that they had deliverance |daced within reach, and might have 
grasped it if they would. Think ye— -can) ye think— that the minister of 
Christ has nothing to do but to confirm the righteous in their faitli, and 
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a stranger ; but when you suppose him one associated by close and tender 
ties with the witness, do you not feel as though the witness would endure any- 
thing rather than give testimony ; as though he would almost wish his 
memory to be effaced, or his power of speech destroyed, that so he might bo 
disqualified for the calamitous office. And what is this to the giving evidence 
at the tribunal of God ? — evidence not against one, but against many ; 
evidence which is to vindicate an everlasting punishment, to prove the 
thorough justice of the consignment of numbers to ** a worm that dieth not, 
and a fire that is not quenched ?” Spare your ministers this. There is no way 
of our avoiding this, but through your giving heed to the invitations of the 
(ioapel. We must deliver our message ; we dare not keep it back. Our 
unfaithfulness would be no advantage to you ; it might indeed make you 
witnesses against us, in place of our being witnesses against you, but it would 
furnish you with no such excuse as would avert wrath &om you at the 
judgment. And therefore it is only by your repentance and faith, that we 
can hope to escape what even St. Paul shrunk from, with an expression of 
dread. There is but this alternative, which can be proposed to the uncon- 
verted amongst you : cither forsake sin, flee to Christ for pardon, and thus 
secure for yourselves a heavenly inheritance, or when “ the throne is set, and 
the books are opened,” he who now speaks to you — speaks to you in weakness, 
but nevertheless in earnestness — must testify against you before men and 
angels, must declare God glorious in apportioning to you inconceivable 
miseries, and must thus be to Him “ a sweet savour of Clirist” in you— yea, 
in you, though you will have made the Gospel “a savour of death unto 
death.” 

“ Who,” then, is sufficient for these things ?” A minister may well ask 
this, as he thinks of his crowded parish, and remembers how much of sin it 
contains, and how much of sorrow. 

Let us select a single household. The father is just snatched away by 
death from that young family ; the widow has no means of supporting those 
weeping orphans ; the clergyman pays his pastoral visit ; he stands aghast 
at the amount of wretcliedness. What can he do to relieve it ? “ Who is 
sufficient for these things ?” But he knows the asylums, where these orphans 
may be sheltered ; yea, even that infant, yet too young to be aware of its 
wretchedness ; and the good man’s face brightens. He undertakes the charge 
of that infant ; he is sure that the gates of the Infant Orphan Asylum will be 
opened to one so utterly destitute. But, alas ! may he not be disappointed ? 
The asylum is a noble establishment ; it has within its walls from two to three 
hundred children ; but its funds are disproportioned to the demand, and 
probably the poor infant will unavoidably be turned away. I might fear this, 
were 1 not sure that I speak to kind apd generous hearts — ^beings who can feel 
for the orphan, and most of all for the infant orphan. What an untold amount 
of calamity may he gathered within those two words I 

Then 1 have no fear. You will give liberally ; you will make a sacrifice ; 
you will deny yourselves a gratification, rather than desert the orphan, tlie 
infant orphan. And through your endeavours sliall many a wretched widow 
be comforted, and many a bewildered pastor cheered ; for these succours will 
give an answer to the thrilling, the almost terrible question — “Who is 
sufficient for these tilings ?” 
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“ De not righteous overmuch ; neither make thyself overwise : why shouldest thou 
destroy thyself ? J3e not overmuch wicked, neither be titou foolish : why shouldest 
thou die before thy timef' — Ecclesiastes vii. 16, 17. 

When the worldling sees another anxiously caring for the things of his 
soul or attending earnestly to the duties of religion, he is apt to refer to this 
text, and to say, “ Be not righteous overmuch.” When the preacher exhorts 
the careless to think of “ the one thing needful,” and speaks to him of death 
and judgment, and heaven and hell ; when he implores a man to leave offjsin- 
ning and to form habits of good, he is silenced at once by a triumphant 
reference to Scripture — “ Be not righteous overmuch.” It is quite astonishing, 
to see how very careful some persons are to observe what they regard as a 
precept of Scripture. If they would but think half as much of wliat the 
Scripture says of faith and good works, of weeping, of fasting and praying, 
it would be well with them. But, no ; the only scriptural duty, as they call it, 
concerning which any earnestness or zeal is shown, is that which they would 
impress on the minds of others and act upon themselves — “ Be not righteous 
overmuch.” * 

At first sight, my brethren, one might imagine, that of this warning in 
this wicked world there can be no special need. And if we search among 
our kinsfolk and acquaintance, shall we find many of whom we can say, that 
they are “ righteous overmuch ?” Do we remember having ever heard, or 
ever having met the man who has said, ‘ I have been ruined because I went 
to church too often— because I have engaged continually in meditation and 
prayer ?’ It is doubtless our bounden duty to attend to the business of our 
calling, whatever it may be ; to do with all our might what our hand findeth 
to do, and to labour diligently in the station of life in which God has placed 
us. W e find men neglecting to do this, their bounden duty, through indolence 
and idleness, through the love of folly an,d dissipation ; but do you know of 
any persons who have neglected the duties of their station in life through too 
frequent attendance on the house of God, through a* regular observance of 
duties at least of equal importance, meditation, and prayer ? If in such a case 
I may allude to my own experience as a minister of the Gospel, I have never 
yet met a person whom it has been, my duty to warn on this account against 
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iHiing “ righteous overmuch though I have found it necessary to say, and 
to say often, “ Labour not for the meat wliich perisheth, but for that which 
eiidureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give unto you ; for 
Him hath God the Father sealed.” I have found many who, like Martha, are 
cumbered with much serving — ^many to whom, in the name of the Lord, I 
have been bound to say, “ Thou art careful, and troubled about many things ; 
but one thing is needful — few who, like Mary, have “ chosen the good part,” 
and who, in spite of the suggestion that she was “ righteous overmuch,” had 
taken her scat at the feet of Jesus, and heard His word. 

Perhaps you will not have far to go in order to discover those whose hcaltli 
has been ruined by overmuch study, by t6o much carefulness for the things 
of this world, or by the anxieties and excitements of pecuniary speculation. 
Dissipation has slain its thousands and its tens of thousands ; and many 
among us can call to mind many a one now lying in the cold grave, who have 
fallen victims to the eagerness with which they pursued what are called the 
amusements of life. To these, to the revels of intemperance, to the indulgence 
of the lusts of the flesh, we can often trace the hectic flush on the cheek of the 
young and the debilitated frame of the sensualist. Hut while of such poor 
victims of the world, the flesh, and the devil, we behold a multitude around 
us, I do not think that we can name any person whose health has been really 
ruined or injured by fasting, by mortifleation, by any bodily severities 
encountered for the sake of religion. I take the extreme case — how far these 
are religious acts I shall not stay to inquire ; they may be, and very frequently 
are, only acts of superstition. We may all admit, that an excess in these reli- 
gious exercises, like all excess, is to be condemned ; still, the number of those 
who give way to excess in this respect, compared with those who commit 
excess in the other instances to which I have alluded, is so comparatively 
small, that the zeal of those who preach on this account against being “ righ- 
teous overmuch” is wonderfully out of proportion. Poeple seem to think that 
some degree of religion is necessary ; but while they admit the fact that some 
degree of religion is necessary, and wiH take care of what is the minimum of 
faith and good works which will save them from damnation, they accuse other 
persons, who think it safer to obey the Gospel injunction which says, “ go 
on unto perfection,” of the sin of being “ righteous overmuch.” But look a 
little forward. A few years hence, the Lord Jesus will coroe again into this 
world to be our Judge. Before the judgment-seat of Christ, Satan, the 
accuser of the brethren, will stand; by our side he will stand ; and when he 
says of any one, ‘ I accuse him of being “ righteous overmuch,” * what think 
you will be the decision of the Divine Judge ? Satan will say, ‘ Here is a 
man who has prayed seven times a day, whereas twice a day was quite suffi- 
cient ; here is another; )|lio added almsgiving to fasting and prayer ; here is 
another, who wont to church every day, whereas once or twice on the Lord’s 
day was quite sufficient — many persons could not go oftener — and who 
received the Communion every week, whereas once a quarter or once a month 
was enough. There stands,’ he will say, ‘ a wretched sinner, who sold all 
his goods and gave to the poor, whereas a tenth of his income would have 
sufficed ; there stands another, who, instead of going into the dissipations of 
the world, devoted his time to meditation and to intercourse with God and all 
the tilings of God. There stands some one else,’ he will say, ‘ whose con- 
science was so scrupulous, that he was constantly tormenting himself with 
fears lest he should be displeasing the Saviour and the God to whom he gave 
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all his heart. All these/ Satan will say, ‘ I accuse of being “ righteous over- 
much.” * And what will be the answer of the all wise God ? Will He say, 
‘ O thou wicked servant ! thou hast been very scrupulous in thy conscience ; 
thou hast prayed seven times a day instead of twice ; thou hast fasted some- 
times, as well as prayed ; thou hast gone to church every day, instead of con- 
fining thy devotions to the Sunday ; thou hast been very frequent in thy 
communion ; thou hast given all thy goods, or a great deal more than was 
required of thee, to the poor ; thou hast not shared in the dissipation of the 
world, but hast given thyself up to meditation; therefore, because thou 
hast been very scrupulous about offending Me, and hast given thyself 
up to meditation, because thou hast had a scrupulous conscience, because 
thou hast suffered anxiety and attended to many little and unnecessary 
things in thy desire to please Me, because thou hast been so very liberal 
in alms-deeds, and instead of spending thy money on thyself hast sold 
thy goods to give to the i)oor, — ^because “ hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness” thou hast sought in weekly Communion the grace I have 
attached to the sacraments — because, believing what I promised, that 
“ where two or three arc gathered together in My name, there am I,” the Lord 
Jesus, who died to save thee, present “ in the midst of them,” thou liast on 
that account daily met with two or three others and attended the church — 
and because delighting in prayer thou hast been accustomed like David to pray 
seven times a day, whereas twice would have sufficed — because of these things, 
on account of thy committing these things, thou hast committed the great 
sin of being “ righteous overmuch,” and therefore thou shall be “ cast into outer 
darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth “ depart from Me,” 
ye “ righteous overmuch,” ** into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels ?” * Tlie very thought of such a judgment proceeding from tlie 
mouth of the all-righteous Judge is so monstrous, that we have only to state 
the case as I just have done, and by that statement we show the folly as well 
as the iniquity of those, who would lower the tone of religion among us by this 
fear, lest their neighbours should commit this imaginary sin of being ** righ- 
teous overmuch.” 

I am aware — ^what minister of the Word whom the Lord hath anointed not 
only to preaci^ the Gospel to the meek, but tJso to bind up the broken-hearted, 
is not aware ? — ^that there are some persons whose conscience is not merely ten- 
der, which is one of the greatest of all spiritual blessings, but scrupulous ; full 
of scrupulosity — always in a state of fear lest they should be doing wrong — 
perplexing themselves about little things, and miserable if they suspect that 
oven through inadvertence they have neglected any detail of duty, while they 
regard as obligatory many things which are really indifferent. These persons, 
among the best, though not the happiest of their ki|^d, are coldly repulsed by 
the unfeeling and unsympathising, who have themselves had no experience of 
spiritual difficulties — no, nor spiritual joys — for if you have not had spiritu^d 
difficulties you certainly can have no experience of spiritual joys resulting from 
the triumph over these difficulties — ^they are repulsed by such as if they were 
“ righteous- overmuch.” 

From wiiat I have said before, you must perceive that over-much righteous^ 
ness is not their fault ; the fault which nheir spiritual adviser has to point out 
is, that they make a mistake as to certain particular points of righteousness, 
and do not realise sufficiently the doctrine of justification by faith. They make 
a mistake as to certedn facts ; but in listening to the dictates of conscience they 
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do right. All they require is direction and enlightenment — not as^to their 
principles, but as to the facts on which their principles are to be brought to bear. 

It is said, again, that too much religion makes men morose; and there are 
pretenders to religion both censorious and morose. Some, perhaps a vast num- 
ber of those who assume to themselves the character of being religious, are like 
the Pharisees of old, ^ mere hypocrites, men who dep^ye themselves by sup- 
posing that under the cloak of religion they may fi^ij^indulge the worst and 
most malignant passions of their nature. We frisltly admit that they who 
preach against being “ righteous overmuch” have here their strongest ground. 
The hypocritical professors of Christianity — who, in times when Christianity 
is in fashion, form perhaps the majority of person^ Ivho profess to be religious, 
are the most effective allies of infidelity. Their inconsistencies are observed 
and noticed by the worldly wise, who draw the just conclusion that they arc 
only distinguished from themselves by the meanness of their nature. But deal 
fairly with this cq^e also—is it religion that has made these men what they 
are ? Were they not morose in temper before they pretended to be religious ? 
Were they not crafty in their dealings with the world before they became de- 
ceivers in things spiritual ? You do not know any one who, having been frank, 
generous, disinterested, noble-hearted before his conversion, has become morose 
because he has learnt to love his God as well as his neighbour, and as enthu- 
siastically to labour for the promotion of his Saviour’s glory as he was wont in 
times past to devote himself energetically to further the interests of his friend, 
to rescue him from trouble, or cause accessions to his happiness ? Frank, 
generous, disinterested, noble-hearted he still remains *, and the addition of 
piety to his other virtues only renders him more worthy of our admiration and 
love. It is true, he takes a new view of the amusements of the world ; but is 
that of necessity a morose view ? There are religionists who, without either 
Scripture or the church for their guide, proscribe somewhat capriciously whole 
classes of amusements. They seem to be morose ; they are not necessarily 
so ; but the true Christian dogmatises in none of these things. He treats all 
the innocent amusements for persons arrived at man’s estate, even as we regard 
the toys by which our children are amused. He places them among the 
“ childish things” — things gradually to be discontinued as man advances in 
religion. We see our children occupied with their playthings, and if they 
neglect not their lessons, we look at them with a smile, and may occasionally 
join with them in their sports, not for our sakes, but for theirs, in order to ex- 
press our sympathy and give them pleasure, where pleasure is allowed. Are 
you morose because you do not take these playthings from your children, — 
because you yourself find in them no longer the pleasure they once imparted ? 
So, men advancing in religion to “ the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ,” cease to take, in a certain degree, the same interest in the amusements 
and even the business of life. They blame not those who, not so far adi^anced, 
still have recourse to these recreations, so long as what is intended for recrea- 
tion is only used as such, so long as pleasure is not made a business, nor per- 
mitted to interfere with the duties of life, or to dissipate the mind and incapaci- 
tate it for the exercises of religion ; but they feel, every man should be intend- 
ing to “ put away these childish things.” He puts them away himself, not 
from moroseness, but because his mind being occupied in higher and holier 
things, he finds no pleasure in them, his high emplojrment being that inter- 
course with the things invisible and eternal, in which only substantialness is 
to be found. It is not moroseness but advancement, that raises the true 
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Christiag above the things of this world, which renders liim independent of 
external things, while he can aflectionatoly sympathise with those who arc 
now what ho once was, and whom he hopes to see ere long, by the mercy of 
(iod, even further advanced than he himself as yet may be. For true Chris- 
tianity rejoices in the spiritual progress of anotlier. “ It suffereth long and is 
kind ; it envieth not,*it .yaunteth not itself, is not puffed gp.” “ The fruit of the 
Spirit is*' not morodSpiss, but “ love, joy, peace, longsuffering,' gentleness, 
meekness, patience." MMieness, then, is not the effect of our being religious 
overmuch, but of our not being religious enough. 

Perhaps it may occur to some, that in speaking thus, I am speaking rather 
against, than for the text. But it is merely against a wrong interpretation of 
the text that I am preaching. One part of our text shows at once that it is 
not to be understood literally — that part which says, “ make not thyself over- 
wise.** Now, they who are very fearful lest they should he hverrighteous, are 
seldom alarmed on the score of their being overwisc. The fact is, that the 
first verse of our text does not contain the maxim of the sacred penman, the 
preacher, the son of David, the king of Israel. It is not he, the inspired writer, 
who says, “ Be not righteous overmuch, neither make thyself overwise.” 
This is the saying, as we sometimes express ourselves, of the man of straw, 
whose objection is of use in an argument only that it may be refuted. “ Be not 
righteous overmuch, neither make thyself overwise** — this is the unwise infer- 
ence of the worldling from observations previously made by the preaclicr, an in- 
ference which the preacher, the sacred writer, rejects. King Solomon, appealing 
to his own experience, had been enlarging on the vanity of all sublunary things 
in order to lead the mind to rest on the one thing needful. “Vanity of 
vanities, saith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity’* — are the words 
with which the royal preacher commences ; “ what profit hath a man of all his 
labour under the sun ?*’ All is vanity, unless we look beyond the grave. In 
the verse immediately preceding the text, he says, “ All things have I seen 
in the days of my vanity ;** as an extreme case he says, “ there is’ a just man 
that perisheth in his righteousness" — ^such as the martyrs of old — “ and there 
is a wicked man that prolongeth his life, in his wickedness." If a man acts 
righteously from worldly considerations — have seen, he says, that this is 
vanity. He Imth not on that account been a successful man— nay, I have 
seen the wicked man prolong his life in spite of Ins wickedness. Even in 
righteousness have I seen vanity, if this world were the only world to be taken 
into considesration. So, a little after, he proceeds— “ All things come alike to 
all : there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked $ to the good and 
to the clean, and to the unclean } to him that sacrideeth, .and to him that 
sacriSeeth not : as is the good, so is the sinner ; and he that sweareth, as ho 
that ioaretK an oath." If thU be so, is the inference of the worldly wise — 
* If the righteous perisheth, if the wicked prolongeth his days, then I say, 
« be not rigMeous ovesrmuch ;** be righteous as far as it is convenient, ex- 
pedient, or {deasant, for righteousness, like honesty, is sometimes good policy 
—-be moderately righteous, if you like, but be not “ righteous overmuch ;’* do not 
subject jrourself to, inconvenience, to acts of selfr denial, and painful restraint — 
to the persecutiem or ridicule of the world — have worldly prudence, (says the 
worldly wise)— be not righteous cvermuch, neither make thyself overwise.” * 
This is the inferenee which the inspired writer supposes that the wordly wise 
might idraw from lus assertions. The difficulty occurring here is one which 
often presents itself in the .Scriptures and other oriental writings, for the want 
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of those formularies by which to distinguish what may bo urged as an objec- 
,.tion, from the main drift of the writer’s argument. In former times men were 
rather read to, than readers themselves, and the reader was left to decide by 
the inflexions of his voice what part of the argument was to be considered the 
objections, and what the reply of the writer. So here, the counter-statement to 
that of the worldly-wise is given in the second verse of our text. ‘This is not 
the conclusion to which I desire you to arriva I know the first feeling of 
man’s wicked and deceitful heart will be, that we had better not trouble our- 
selves with religion, if it does not advance our worldly interests ; instead of 
saying this — “ be not righteous overmuch,” what I say is, “ be not thou 
overmuch wicked, neither bo thou foolish.” * By “ foolish” here, the sacred writer 
means ungodly, not knowing or not fearing God. Looking only to this world, 
and seeing that righteousness is not always secure of a reward, but on the con- 
trary often subjects to neglect and jiersecution^ thou sayest, “ Be not righteous 
overmuch, neither make thyself over wise ; why shouldest thou destroy thyself ?” 
so as to cause inconvenience ; but I say, “ be not overmuch wicked, neither he 
thou foolish ; why shouldest thou die”— be subject to death eternal, “ before 
thy time ?” which, by atting on this wrong principle, you may prove. 

That in the second verse of our text the preacher alludes to death eternal, 
is clear from the text itself. He admits that the just man may perish, in 
allusion to temporal death, before the wicked — ^the just man may perish in 
his righteousness. 'This solid aphorism the wise man would impress on 
the opponent’s mind in the verse wliich succeeds our text — “ It is good that 
thou shouldest take hold of this”— “ yea, from this”— my conclusion, not 
thine, saitli the preacher — “ from this withdraw not thine hand ; for he that 
fcareth God, shall come forth of them all.” 

Now, ray brethren, following the sacred w riter, according to the mind of 
the Holy Spirit, by whom he was inspired, I call upon you to dismiss from 
your mmd all idle fears lest you should become “ righteous overmuch and 
in the name of our God, I exhort you to take good heed, lest you become over- 
much wicked, and be not righteous enough. Oh I brethren, here is the real 
danger ; this is the sin against which we hai^ really need to be warned. Are 
we — I put the question to each one here present — are we religious enough ? 
I do not imagine, that there are many here present, whose consciences would 
become uneasy, if I were to warn them against being “righteous overraucli.” 
What, indeed, are our faults ? Are they excesses in piety and devotion ? Do 
our consciences reproach us because we have exceeded in benevolence towards 
^our neighbours ? Are any of us ruined by our almsgiving ? Have I to exhort 
you this evening, when a collection is about to be made, to be very careful, lest 
you should give too much ? Is not my exhortation directed to you, to be quite 
sure that you give enough — as much as you can aflbrd ? Have our charities 
brought us to prison — ^involved us in dis trass ? Have our prayers, our devo- 
tional exercises been so excessive as to have interfered with the necessary 
duties of our station in life ? Are we under the discipline of the physician 
because we have exceeded the rules ’of moderation, in mortifying the 
flesh ? Is the time we devote to meditation, to the care our immortal 
souls, and that righteous communion with God most h%h; which, called by 
the worldly enthusiasm, is regarded by those who have really experienced 
it, a joy above all joys ? Are these things so out of proportion to the 
time we give to the things of this world, that our associates are injured, 
our families ruined, and the world has just cause of complaint against us ? I 
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Ao not— I repeat it— 1 do not think ih&re are any among ns, whose consciences 
will reprcihch them of excess in any of these respects. How is it, my brethren,, 
when I now ask you— axe you religious enough ? This, this will be the ques- 
tion we shall all of us have to answer, at the great day of account, before the 
judgment* seat of Christ On that day we do not expect to hear the righteous 
Judge say to any of us—* Thou hast destroyed thysell, because thou hast been 
too xighteous ^ — but to many a one He will say, *.Thou bast had peculiar 
privileges, thou hast had peculiar advantages— thou hast been living in a 
Christian land— thou hast been trained in a reformed branch of the church, 
where the Scriptures are open to all, where the Gospel is preached in its sim- 
plicity and fulness, and where the sacraments are duly administered— thou 
hast been token to the manger at Bethlehem, and aeen thj God incarnate to 
become thy Mediator— thou hast had His example, ** hdy, harmless, undefiled, '' 
to show thee the way thou shouldest walk in— thou ha«t been taken to Getlise- 
mane and to Calvary, to see in the sufifiaHngs of thy God, what it cost to save from 
perdition the least unworthy of the sons of Adam— thou hadst the Holy Ghost 
abidiug with thee, to create s new heart within thee, and convert thy ** heart of 
stone into a heart of fiesh,” and yet, with all these aA^antages, with all these 
privileges and blessuigs, thou hast been little better than a civilized heathen. 
Thou hast been what the world called righteous, but thou hast not been right- 
eous enough for heaven.* My brethren, will it not be an awiul thing, alter 
having been a little righteous, after having been accounted by the world as 
religious, to go down to hell because you have not been ri^teous enough ? 
Will it not add to the tortures of the ^ttonfiess pit, to think—* If 1 had been 
a little more righteous than I was, 1 had not been wailing here among the 
damned V Bemember Dives in the parable. There are many like him in his 
purple and fine linen and sumptuous attire— take care that your latter end be 
not like bis. There are an great sins recorded of him— but he was not right- 
eous enough.^ 

And, ask you, how are you to know whether you are righteous enough ? 
lhat, bretfar^. Is a question, to which neither I nor any one else can give an 
answer. What, then, is the oon^kuion but this,—* be as righteous as you pos- 
sibly ; go on improving ; seek to grow in grace ; attend to little things, as 
w^l as great ; be always carefid lest you should not be righteous enough, if 
G^d were this day to require your soul of you. ,, Be very careful lest you should 
be overmuch wi^ed $ let no man scare ydii from your duty, in seeking to 
advance in the straight and narrow path, which leadeth unto life, by their 
suggestions, that ye he not **right|9Qus overmuch/* 

And while we thus strive ourselves to walk in the straight and heavenly* 
path, we have to lend a helping hand to others. For this purpose it Is, to train 
these poor children in the way of righteousness, that our contributions are 
^this ni^ ariced ; and I feel sure that they who are in earnest about the salva- 
tion of their own souls, will gladly contribute with all thrir might, to assist 
in trabiing these poor children in the way they ought to go— that they may 
grow tocfe and more righteous, through the grace of the Lord our God— that 
as th^grb^ insyears they may **grow in grace,** and that they, as well as we, 
when our deai^ ador^^ Saviour shall come again, may bo found before His 
judgment-seal tighteons eimugh. 
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Hie name shall be called. The Mighty OodJ * — Isaiah ix. 6. 

* This prediction refers to the promised Child, who was to come into the 
world, ** to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and th^lory of His people 
Israel." ** The government" was to •^be upon ERs shoulder," and 
" His name " was to be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty Ckid," 
As we have already shown, He was not to bear those names fiimiliarly, 
but to be what those names describe. Jesus, the Messiah, to whom this 
prediction refers, never bore these names literally whilst on earth, but 
was what they describe; according to the language in the book of 
God elsewhere, respecting the Almighty Himelf and others, in which it 
is represented to us, that to be called Wcmderful," meant diat He 
should be truly wonderful in His nature, in His attributes, and in His 
works. This wonderful King was to be called ** Counsellor," because He 
was to he wise, to instmot the human race ; and he was to be called 
the Mighty God," because He was to be a monarch as powerfhl as He 
was wise, and, therefore, a>le to bear the burden of His universal govern* 
ment. and impose His laws upon mankind. He was, therefore, to be 
called Wonderfii], Counsellor, the Migiity Gk>d." 

He was to be called ^'the Mighty God, because He was to be so— *to 
be God the IQgli^, and, consequent^, could eneicise the universal 
government He was destmed to estahliih ahd to upholdL 
Considering the claims of Chiistiiiinty— Keson every 
one who recmves it, to change his whole live to God— it was 

not in the least lik^ that it shonld be esM^^ed in Ihe World without 
numerous enemies, and the most MipSTesing ewppildoii. It was not in 
the least likely that the enemies ca thS HPieity of %hihit (that is, Chris* 
tianity,) should pam by a passage IStS this, mMi establiibes His Deity ; 
it was to be expected that Inramity Wosdd be to the utmost, to 
make it mean something which it does sSf s and because the iimth 
founded on it is so great, and because tliSWt«tfa|itmieea to be proved Ikom 
it are so momentous, it is right before 1 ask' you to use it as an instrument 
of establishing this truth— before I ask you. to let your spirits rest upou 
it, and be filled with it— It is r%ht tliat we should coilsidsr the proofy that 
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these words are rightly translated, and that Jesus was to be called — that 
is, He was to be — the Mighty God.” 

There have been many efforts made to make these words mean some- 
thing else. One learned writer would alter these three words thus : 

Counsellor, Mighty God,” he would translate Consulter of the Mighty 
God,” But in changing the words into that expression he has given to 
the word Counsellor ^ a sense which it never bears, and cannot bear ; 
it docs not mean one who consults another, but one who gives counsel to 
another. It is an active participle, expressing the fact that one consults 
another. Nor do either, as learned men assure us, the accents or the 
points permit that the word Counsellor” should be connected thus with 

The Mighty God.” It is, therefore, a false interpretation ; the phrase 
docs not mean Consulter of the Mighty God;” it means Counsellor, 
the Mighty God.” 

Another enemy of the Deity of Christ, a learned and in many respects 
an estimable man, proposes to render it, The Counsellor of God, the 
mighty ; ” but there are the same objections to his proposal as to the 
other. The word Counsellor” cannot, accordingyto the writing of the 
words, be The Counsellor of God,” but must stmm by itself ; and the 
words Mighty God ” cannot be separated, but must be taken together. 
Moreover, The Counsellor of God” is a phrase never found in the 
Scriptures, and to which no good meaning can be attached, whilst the 
other expression, The Mi^ty God,”^ is repeatedly found there, and 
found in the same connexion. So that it is to do violence to the use of 
language in the Old Testament, to change The Counsellor, the Mighty 
God,” into the expression ‘^The Counsellor of God, the Mighty.” 

It has, therefore, been proposed by another enemy of the Deity of 
Christ, that the passage should be rendered thus : ** His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Oounsellor, God is mighty,”— implying not that He 
should be called *^the Mighty God,” but that Me should express to man 
the truth that God is mighty. But names of this kind occur frequently 
in Scripture, and the connexion of them is little different to this* * These 
words are £!l Gibbor , the Mighty God and if the word had been such 
as Gabriel, Michael, and others, it must have been Gibhor El, and not 
El Gibbor. And therefore, if we take it as a name, it must mean “ the 
MiAty God,” and not God is mighty.” 

This, other learned adversaries of Christ have seen and owned ; and, 
therefore, some of them propose to separate these two words, still against 
the inter^lation which the Jewish editors and transcribers of the Bible 
have g^ven to it, and would call His name Counsellor, God, Mighty”— 
" Counsellor, El, Mighty.” But besides that, according to the pointing of 
tlifi words, the two words Mighty God” cannot be separated : passing 
by this grand criticisixi altogether. It -is obvious that the words cannot be 
so tisedr-^it is triffbg^ with them, for the -watd El, if it does not mean 
God, must have its onginal meaning# in which it is, in a few places out of 
many in Scripture, translated Power J.’ The expression, would 
4hefmre, stand thus: He shaU he called Counsellor, iVwer, Mighty;” 
a foehlortautology, you perceive ; , mighty,, mighty; and noAing else^ To 
give such a sense is evwn% to trine with the language ; and no man 
could halve imagined sueh a mode of evading the dimomty, unless some 
great diffioelty were to be>#vaded. 

The mo(rt powerful# however, of all these efforts to evade its force, 
seems to be thni df n veryJtairned antagonist to, the Deity of Christ, who 
would transliiA ft^ phrase#, if ^ the mighty hero,” the mighty El, asserting 
that the word El may imean not God but mah. Now a very few plain 
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remarks may serve to show how utterly incapable this supposition is of 
being maintained* 

In the first place, the word El occurs many times— certainly above a 
hundred times, probably many more, in the Old Testament. In these 
places it occurs almost uniformly as the name of God, and frequently 
in the most emphatic passages, of which it will be sufficient to mention 
two. In the first verse of the seventeenth chanter of Genesis, we road 
these words : I am the Almighty Eh walk beiore Me, and be thou per- 
fect.’* When God would speak of His supremacy and His almightiness, 
His being alone self-existent. He speaks m himself as 1 am the 

Almighty EL” So in the 90th Psalm, in a passage solemnly declaring 
the eternity of this mysterious Being, the expression is this:— ^''Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting. Thou art God.” Thou art 
El ; not Jehovah f but El So diat in many of the most solemn passages 
of Scripture this name is given to God. On the other hand, there }a not, 
1 believe, a single passage where this word, in the singular, is applied to 
man. It would, th^fore, be contrary to the whole language of the Old 
Testament, if in thir passage it were to be referred to man, and were to 
be translated, “ the mighty man,'* the mighty hero." 

There are various passages, further, in whicn the word El is distinctly 
contrasted with man ; of which it is enough to mention two. Thus it is 
said in the twenty-third of Numbers, and the nineteenth verse,/* God is 
not a man”-— ** J?/ js not man." Now if the word & meant man, this 
sentence would read, ** man is not man **— El is not roan," whereas, the 
word El (God) is distinctly contrasted with man, and therefore cannot 
be supposed to mean man. Again, in the twenty-eighth of Ezekiel, at 
the second verse, it is said to 3m Mng of Tyre, Thou art a man, and 
not El” Why, if El meant man, it would be,^‘ Thou art a man, and 
not a roan." So that the contrast between the word Et and man, shows 
that a force has been put upon the word by that learned writer, who 
would translate the phrase before us, the mighty hero." 

Again, there are passages which dbtinotlf declare that there is but one 
Elg and that there is no other; whereas, if El could mean a man, 
there might be many such. If you look at the forty-fifth of Isaiah (and 
there are many similar passages,) you will read in the twenty-second 
verse, Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for 1 
am El, and there is none else." If man could be and the word 
could mean simply & hero,” a man, there might be many such, and the 
Lord could not say, I am El, and there is none else." 

Moreover, this expression, mighty God," El Qibbor, ls in various places 
the name God has smected for himseu. Such a passage yon may see in the 
tenth of Isaiah, at the 2l8t verse : The remnant shall return, even the rem- 
nant of Jacob, unto El Qibbar,** Mighty God." ieboveh these assumes 

the name which in the passage befofe uS is given to the Messiah, which 
should be bom into the wor£L Wo tore mad, His iname shall be 
called El Oikbar;” and in this verse of the tenth of Jsaiah, and various other 
places, it is said, The fsemnant shall rettuhi, even the, rcmtant of Jacob, 
unto ^ the Mighty Ood” 

These passages seem to me distinctly and undeniably to prove tikat the 
plain natural meaning ^ ihe words before us is the mte, Mighty Odd ;" 
which is the mote eSmly believed to be tlm moaning, with refemoce 
to the Messiab, because, in the sevmitb chapter of Isaiah you re- 
member a similar name was given to the Messmh : ^^Behold, a vtigihih^l 
conceive, and betm a son, toid his name shaB be called BrnmanUeb 
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God with us.” So that the Messiah had previously received a name very 
similar to that in this passage, our text saying lie should be called El 
Gibhovy and this other prophecy saying He should “ bo called Etnmanuely 
God with us.” 

These passages, then, prove to an honest and earnest person, who 
wishes to derive liis views of truth simply from God's Word, that the 
Messiah to bo born into the world was to have the name of the one 
eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, unchangeable God. ^^His name 
shall be called the Mighty God.” If this passage stood alone, it would be 
difficult to evade its force ; but even if this passage, and ten others like 
it, were to be subtracted from the AVord of God, the Deity of Christ, 
that great fundamental truth of our religion , would remain still surrounded 
with a splendour of evidence which no honest and earnest mind could 
resist. The whole book of God is full of it. God has given to the 
Messiah in His Word all His own names; He has revealed in His Word 
that Jesus our Saviour has all his glorious and incommunicable attributes ; 
He has distinctly and repeated^ told us in His Word that Jesus executes 
all the functions of Deity, fulfils all the works of Qod ; and finally, He 
has solemnly declared that Jesus has all the honours of God. 

There are four names by which the Almighty is especially designated 
in the Bible, besides this name of EL These arc Jehovah y Adonaiy Elohiniy and 
Theos, All these names are given to Jesus in the inspired Word. He is called 
Jehovah in the 6th of Isaiah ; He is called Adonai in the 3rd of Malachi, and 
various other places ; He is termed Elohim in the 45th Psalm; and He is 
termed Theos continually. *^In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was God.” Take heed to yourselves, and unto all the flock of God, 
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the flock of 
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” Of Him, as con- 
cerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.” 

Great is the mystery of godliness ; God was manifest in the flesh.” The 
most perverse criticisms are not able to prove to me that these words 
mean anything but what they express,^ that Jesus is El Gibbor'y the one 
Almighty God; and whereas the Almighty declared in one place that 
His name was incommunicable and incomprehensible, being ^^1 am 
THAT 1 AM,” and said that Moses should declare to his people, 1 am 
hath sent me unto you,*’ the self-existent, eternal, and incomprehensible 
Jesus Christ, when He would declare to the Jews that He had lived 
before the time of Abraham, though He was at that time a man less than 
thirty-three years of age in this world, solemnly said, Before Abraham 
was, I am.” So that He bears the names of God. 

Moreover, the Word of God declares, in innumerable places (many of 
which I have marked down, but cannot enter upon now, because it would 
too far divert us from our purpose,) that He has the attributes of God. 
The Word of God declares that Jesus came down from heaven, that He 
was the companion of God, that He was with the Father from all eter- 
nity, and was Himself eternal. It speaks of Him as exercising omnipotent 
I>o<wer; He is also declared to be omnipresent and omniscient. Dis- 
tinctly does the Apostle say of Him, that He is unchangeable. And thus 
all the ^at and incommunicable attributes of God are ascribed to Jesus 
our Saviour. 

Nor less distinctly do the Scriptures speak of. Him as executing all the 
powers of God. The works that He wrought when He was upon earth 
were such as nothing but the Divine power could accomplish ; and those 
works were wrought in His name, and therefore by His own Divine 
power. He banished disease, He commanded the elements, He made 
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the very dcvilis obey Him, He created food. He recalled departed spirits 
to their bodies, which they had deserted, find Himself, by His own power, 
rose again from the dead, after He had descended into the grave. These 
are the works of God. 

But the Scriptures obviously, in many places, ascribe to Him these 
powers in a sense far higher than those miracles which He wrought when 
He was upon earth. By Him were all things created," the apostle de- 
clares in his epistle to the Colossians. God by Him made the worlds," 
we read in the epistle to the Hebrews. In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him ; and without 
Him was not anything made that Was made." He is also declared by the 
apostle Paul, in several places, to uphold all things." He is the Pre- 
server of those worlds which He has formed : “ upholding all things by 
the word of His power.’^ To Him is ascribed, as God, the power of for- 
giving sins. He forgave them when He was upon earth ; and hence the 
apostle, in writing to the churches, could tell them that they were for- 
given tlieir sins by Christ. To Him is ascribed also the power of raising 
the dead. He has life in Himself, and can restore life to our decayed 
frames. He will, by His mighty word, at length raise the dead ; and 
til is Glorious Being, now on the throne of the universe, will at length 
summon all departed beings to His bar, and will there, with a power no- 
thing less than infinite, and a knowledge truly divine, determine, accord- 
ing to the secret thoughts of all the millions that ever lived, their destinies 
III the eternal world. So that the works of God are likewise frequently 
ascribed to Jesus our Saviour, in the Holy Scriptures. 

And, lastly, God has declared that He should have the honpur of God. 
It was His will that ^‘all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father and for tins reason was it assigned to Him, that He should 
judge the quick and dead at His appearing and His kingdom. Angels, 
when He came into this world, were therefore summoned to worship the 
Man, Christ Jesus ; and when He ascended up to His glory, by His own 
Divine power, then did all of His disciples begin to call upon His name, 
and worship Him as God. Just as they invoked the name of God, so did 
they invoke the name of Jesus ; just as they spread out their wants be- 
fore their heavenly Father, so did they spread them out before their 
Divine Redeemer. All beings are destined to bow the knee before Him, 
reluctantly or voluntarily. Wherefore God hath highly exalted Him, 
an<l given Him a name which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things on earth, 
and things under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father,” 

Do not these frequent expressions of God’s Word, then, sustain the 
statement of our text, and prove that we cannot err when we believe this 
prediction to mean that Jesus, the C^inst, should be called the Mighty 
God If He were not the Mighty God,” just consider for a moment 
what the consequences of tliat supposition must be. 

If Jesus is not “ the Mighty God," but is what a learned enemy of 
Christianity declares, an illustrious man, why then, my brethren, Jesus 
Christ misled His disciples, and misled His enemies, when He was on 
earth. When He claimed to be one with God ; when He declared Him- 
self to be the Son of God, so that He had a right to work on His sabbath, 
as ,His Father worked ; when He proclaimed that He was the ‘‘I am ; " 
when He declared that by His own power He would rise again from the 
dead, — He led the Jews to believe that He was an impostor ; they be- 
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ficved it, and He never undeceived them : He still maintained His asser- 
tions, and led them to believe He was a deceiver. Now if He were not, 
and if Ho knew He was not, “ the Mighty God,” then Ho was an impos- 
tor, and the Jews were right ; and between this statement — that Jesus is 
an impostor, and Jesus is the Mighty God ” — there is no standing place, 
there is no rest for the mind. It is vain to say He is worthy of our 
profound veneration, but not worthy to be adored ,* Jesus is either God, 
or Jesus was a blasphemer, and the Jews were right ; and if they ought 
not to have bowed to Him, as their Divine Redeemer, then, by the 
Mosaic law, they were bound to put Him to death. But He who claimed 
these glories, died for our sakes in the hands of His enemies ; by an 
energy the grave could not resist, and devils could not extinguish, rose 
again, and in sight of His admiring and joyful followers ascended up to 
His glory. Therefore, Jesus was the Mighty God.” 

If He were not God, then had the Jews only judged rightly in putting 
Him to death, according to the Mosaic law. For that God would have 
blessed them, wlio declared that if they resisted and rejected idolatry, 
they should be blessed by Him. But for that very act those Jews were then 
sentenced to rapid destruction, and the wrath of God speedily came upon 
them to the utmost ; and now, through many centuries, for a work which 
if Jesus was not the Mighty God,” was a work of justice and of duty, 
they are miserable wanderers upou the earth. Could God thus punish an 
action which would be in itself laudable, if Jesus were not God ? 

And what were His disciples, upon this supposition, who went forth 
from Jerusalem itself to declare this risen Saviour — to tell the world that 
He was God manifest in the flesh,” before all His enemies, and even to 
seal their testimony with their lives ? These were no enthusiasts ; they 
could not have mistaken His words ; there were too many to be deceived. 
Or if they could have been deceived, how arc we to understand the fact 
that they spoke in foreign languages, that they wrought wondrous mira- 
cles, that they communicated supernatural gifts throughout the world ? 
How was it possible that they could thus sanction and uphold the grossest 
imposition ever practised upon mankind ? If Jesus was not God, then 
there never has been a delusion so complete as that which they were the 
instruments of promulgating among mankind, with a success not only 
unparalleled, but even inconceivable. 

And if they had been thus mistaken, and Jesus was not God, then what 
is the condition of Christians now ? Let us remember that there is no 
interval — there is nothing between a just worship of Jesus, as Divine, and 
the most deep-rooted, the most obstinate, the most obnoxious idolatry 
that this earth has ever witnessed. It is vain to declare that we are 
innocent ; God’s Word declares that the idolater shall be accursed. And 
if Jesus is not God, you and I are idolaters ; and idolaters, whatever men 
may fancy, shall have their part in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone,” because they arc an abomination to the infinite God. And 
yet, if wc believe in Him as our Saviour, God will dignify us with im- 
mortal honours, and has raised us into the condition of His children. 

Ye are all the children of God.” Why? For your good actions ? For 
your repentance ? For your devotedness ? No ; ye are all the children 
of God because 3^)11 tnist in a Divine Saviour : Ye are all the children 
of God, by faith in Christ Jesus.” So that the same faith which would 
make you idolaters, worthy of eternal fire, raises you to the condition of 
God's children, to be blessed with Him for ever ! 

If Jesus is not the Son of God, Divine, the Mighty God,” then you 
and I arc trusters in man, and our doom is pronounced in those emphatic 
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words of the prophet Jeremiah: Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketU flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the 
Lord because trust in man diverts the heart from the Lord. Tlio man 
who trusts in man to save him is bjr God’s sure Word accursctl. Whether 
tliat man be himself or another, it makes no diflereiicc ; the man who 
rests his hope of everlasting happiness on anything short of God Himself, 
must (and justly) be accursed. Trust in Jesus Christ is that which alone 
lias removed from us the intolerable load of the Divine wrath, which 
alone has swept away our guilt, and made us stand blameless before 
God. “ Therefore we conclude,” says the apostle, that a man is justi- 
fied by faitli, without the deeds of the law.’’ By faith ” in whom ? 

By faith ” in the Man Christ Jesus. And if He is not God, then we arc 
trusting in man, and there is this opposition between the words of God 
Himself — that the very same act exposes us to the curse, and frees us 
from the curse. It is impossible. 

If Jesus be not God, what is the Word of God ? How has it been con- 
structed? It was taught to holy men by the Spirit of God, indited by 
Him, so that each word is in its proper place, and conveys its proper 
meaning, and, as the gift of Infinite Wisdom, was designed to lead man- 
kind to glory. And what has it done ? It has led us helplessly to the 
most intolerable error : not when we were thoughtless, but when we were 
most thoughtful ; not when we were ignorant of its worth, but when we 
searched it, hour by hour, in earnest ; not when we depended on our- 
selves, but when we asked guidance of God ! After all, this Word of 
God, constructed by Him, has led us helplessly into an intolerable error ! 
Is it conceivable ? To ascribe this to God is to impute to Him what 
the worst tyrant on earth would never do — blind us first, and then punish 
us for that blindness. 

If Jesus be not God, then truth has been stricken with impotence in 
the world, and error has clothed itself with all the powers of truth. If 
Jesus be not God, a delusion has been the greatest benefaction to man- 
kind ; there has been no good done on earth comparable to that which 
has been done by this error. You cannot show a single truth — no, nor 
ten truths — that have wrought for mankind such amazing benefit as the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ, by which the human heart, alienated and shut 
against God, at last opens to receive its Maker and its King ; by which 
societies and nations have been regenerated, in the lower sense of the 
word — ^madc other than what they were. While some have received 
regeneration of heart before God, nations have had their institutions 
purified, and their national character raised and elevated, by this error 
which has boon promulgated among mankind. God has signally blessed 
error, and frowned on truth. If Jesus be not God, then the Almighty, in 
giving circulation to that error, allowed innumerable beings — the most 
thoughtful, the most devout, the most prayerful in spirit, those who loved 
and served Him most diligently — to embrace it ; and those who did not 
embrace it were suffered now and then to make some miserable, abortive 
effort, which terminated in nothing, while idolaters, under the curse of 
God, have been sendii^ their missionaries every where, and carrying on 
their most strenuous efforts for the conversion of the world, and arc now 
looking for the world’s conquest. 

If I could think that Jesus was not God, I could no longer understand 
God’s providence. It would seem to me that there was an obscuration 
come upon all the attributes of God. From that moment religion would 
seem to me a chaos, and despair inseparably interwoven with the des- 
tinies of mankind. How could wc come to this falsehood? It is not 
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because numbers held it, it is not because our fathers maintained it ; 
you and I would have willingly abandoned it, if it was not in God’s 
Word. I would become a Unitarian to-morrow if God’s Word did not 
teach mo the Deity of Christ. There is nothing else but reverence for 
God and reverence for his Word which makes me maintain it, or you 
cither. And, therefore, in deep reverence for God^s Word, looking up to 
Him for guidance, meaning to say what He says, to maintain what He 
maintains, and to be what He declares, we have been led, according to 
this hypothesis, to the maintenance of an error fundamental in its charac- 
ter, and on which God must frown. There would be an eternal confusion 
in religion if it were not true that Jesus is the Mighty God.^’ 

But, thanks bo to God, it is plain and true, and eternity will seal it, 
that Jesus the Saviour was to be ‘'the Mighty God.’' 

Is it said ' that God has declared that there could be no one else God 
but Him, and therefore this “ ChUd," to be born into the world, could 
not be God — that He was to be a man, and a man could not be God?’ It 
is true that He was to be man, perfect man ; and His wonderful goodness 
is all identified with that humiliation. It was that very humiliation 
which made Him our Saviour. But He is " Emmanuel,” “ God manifest in 
the flesh” — God assuming human nature into conjunction with the 
Divine. 

Does any man ask ‘ how that union can exist ?’ How can the soul be 
united with the body — an immaterial thing tied to what is material? Who 
can say how the spirit exists without the body ? Who could pretend to 
limit the Almighty ? No one has ever done so ; and no one can ever 
prove that there is any contradiction in the incarnation ; and nothing more 
is needed to establish our faith. 

Would any enemy of the Deity of our Lord ask me ‘ to explain that 
union ?’ Ask a fly to explain the planetary system first ; ask a worm to 
point out the limits of the universe first ; and it would be just as rea- 
sonable, as to ask a man to explain the nature of God, or how that 
Godhead could unite itself with man. But just as you can understand 
(at least, I suppose any one can understand,) as a fact, though he can 
no further explain it, that the Infinite God could assume the human form, 
(as He often did assume it,) without the Divine nature being thereby 
limited, so may we believe that He could assume the human mind too, 
without the Divine nature being thereby limited. 

And thus Jesus became " Emmanuel,” “God manifest in the flesh and 
in that assumption of our nature into union with His own, has wrought 
out a redemption which without such incarnation must have been im- 
possible. 

And being thus “ the Mighty God,” Jesus has power to save. What- 
ever is said of El is said of Him : He is “ the Mighty A7.” And when 
God said to Abraham, “I am the Almighty God,” we ground upon 
that declaration that Jesus is “ the Almighty God.” He has the^ power 
to rescue us from ruin, because He is God — " the Mighty God.” 

Dwell for one moment on His matchless and beneficent power. He 
has had power to atone for our sins, which God incarnate alone could 
have done ; He has had power to move away the load of guilt that would 
have cnished us for ever ; He has had power to exchange many a rebel- 
lious heart in this congregation, and to make it His own ; He has had 
power to " take away the stony heart," which no created being could 
have reached, and to give in its place “ a heart of flesh He has been 
able to overcome the malice of Satan, seeking to destroy us, and to guard 
us against all the evil influences of the world ; and He is able to open 
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heaven for us, and to give us a place upon His throne, and to make us 
|rlorious as Himself for ever, because He is the Mighty God/* And He 
is able to do for mankind at large what He has done for us ; He is able 
to reveal the laws of the Deity throughout the whole earth ; He is able 
to convert millions to Himself ; He can pour forth His Holy Spirit among 
the nations, as He does among the individuals whom Ho has selected 
from among the nations hitherto ; He is able to make the whole world 
bow at His feet, even the most obstinate enemies that breathe ; He is 
able to make the wise and the learned count it their honour to employ 
their faculties for Him ; He is able to make little children and ignorant 
persons glorify Him with the holiness of. their lives, and diffuse good 
around them, as far as their feebleness of capacity will admit ; He is able 
to make monarchs and princes live in piety, and simplicity, and devoted- 
ness, and obedience to His word ; He is able to raise the degraded masses 
of our countrymen, whom no charity seems able to reach, and make them 
the sons and daughters of God ; Ho is able to make the most backward 
nations of the earth on a level with the most refined ; and He iff able to 
change every nation and institution of the world, until this earth rejoices 
as a garden full of flowers, which the Lord hath blessed, and glorifies 
that great Creator whom for so many ages it has dishonoured or over- 
looked. 

Yes, Jesus is “ the Mighty God,^’ and all that has been predicted of 
Him shall receive a mighty accomplishment ; for He — the loveliest of all 
characters, as well as the most powerful of all monarchs — has said, I, 
if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me.’’ 

On this Saviour, then, let us depend ; this Saviour let us adore ; and 
let us bless God, my friends, that He has given us such a Saviour. 

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and gave 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.'* Let us feel the goodness of 
God as it deserves. There is no gift like this. If He had endowed us 
with all the gifts of nature and of fortune — if He had made our way the 
most prosperous on the earth — if He would still, to the last moment, up- 
hold and bless us, — all these gifts of His goodness would not bear one 
moment's comparison with this His greatest and best act of goodness. 

Herein is love, that He has given us*' Christ — Him of whom it could 
be said, that He was the Mighty God.” 

If Jesus has thus come to our earth, ‘‘Emmanuel, God with us,** then, 
my brethren, let us adore the riches of His grace who sunk so low, and 
rendered it possible that His enemies should thus reason against His au- 
thority and His power, because He chose to come down to the very verge 
of our miserable state, in order that He might rescue us from it, “ Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His blood, to Him be 
glory for ever and ever.** “We shall see Him,” one day, “ as He is : *’ 
we shall then be happy beyond all thought, and good beyond all stain 
and danger; then we shall know what it was for “ the Mighty God” to 
come down to such an abject condition for our welfare, and to sufler the 
accursed death of the cross, that we might not perish. 

And, lastly, let us trust Him. The language of His Word, witli 
reference to the Church of God universally, in all ages, is this : “ Thejj 
shall say. Behold, God is my salvation ** — “ Behold, El is my salvation.’^* 
Jesus is “ the Mighty El and, therefore, this is He who is our sal- 
vation. Jesus has died in order that we might live, and has become the 
Biilvation of our souls ; and on Him our whole hope rests. If Christ be- 
friend us, there is no power in the universe that can do us hurt. His 
death has merited our pardon; His grace can renew our souls; His 
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fidelity can keep us from every danger ; His love can place us in glory, 
and make us happy and blessed like Himself. Now it is our part to 
trust in His person and work, in stedfast and simple faith. 

Trust, my brethren, I beseech you, in nothing else. Trust not one 
solitary hope on what you have done, or on what you have been. Do not 
rest on the work of the Spirit within you, but trust in the work of Christ 
without you. Trust upon what He has done to save your souls for ever. 
Use that one plea daily, in your prayers before God, as you will assuredly 
use no other, when yon stand before Him at last. Everything else will 
then seem weak and worthless as the web of the spider ; everything else 
will seem utterly unable to resist the artillery of Divine wrath ; the 
merit of Christ is the only refuge which will enable you to endure the 
tempest of wrath which shall destroy the ungodly. Plead that merit now, 
as you will plead it before the judgment-seat hereafter ; and when you 
think of this blessed and glorious truth, that Jesus is the Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God,” then learn from it that your hope must be 
exclusively on Him, now and for evermore. 
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And nuiny other signs tridy did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which 
are not written in this Book : but these arc written, that ye miaht believe that 
is the Ghrist, the Son of Crod ; and that, believing, ye might have life through His 
nameJ *' — John xx. 30j 31. 

It seems evident, that the “many other signs,” or things, which arc 
declared to have been done by Jesus, were done subsequent to His resurrec- 
tion, and not previous to that event. Tiie evangelist speaks in this chapter 
lilainly of the things that Jesus did subsequent to His resurrection, and 
scarcely, if at all, of signs and miracles and things, which He did previous to 
it. Yet docs the expression apply to all the biography of Jesus. What 
was true of His last doings on earth is true of His first ; and therefore the 
evangelist says, of all that Jesus did — “ Many othcr^ signs truly^did Jesus 
in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this Book.” 

It may then be asked as perhaps a preliminary question — Havc^ any of 
these things been recorded at all ? Arc any of these “ other things,” which 
are not recorded in this Book, recorded in any other book upon earth ? 
and if so recorded, in what tongue is that book written, and in what jilace of 
tlie earth — in what library — in whose possession is it to be found ? Has it 
been read, collated, and explained ? Is it still accessible ? What are its 
contents ? We desire to know. To these questions only one true answer 
can be given — No such book has been written ; no such record, as far as we 
know, is in existence. If it be, produce it, — ^but mind you, we shall believe 
its contents only in as far as they coincide with the contents of the Bible, and 
we shall repudiate, reject, and despise them, just in as far as they contravene 
the plain announcements of Holy Writ. 

When you hear persons speak of what are called the doctrines of tradition, 
and magnify their importance and their use, and say we ought to receive 
tradition with the same deference wjth which we receive the Scriptures, 
you are warranted in giving tl^, the only proper reply— We cannot discuss 
the propriety or the truth of tmngs that are not yet exhibited ; produce the 
tradition, prove it to have been uttered by an apostle, trace irrefragrably its 
descent, demonstrate its Divine origin, and then, and only then, we receive 
that tradition just as we receive the most stupendous truths in the oracles 
of God. But if your tradition is the mere hearsay of inan, or the mere 
opinions of priests — the accumulations of ages, the successive layers of error, 
the strata of superstition, and if it contradicts or adds to, or takes from this 
Word, we must reject it as inspired, or essential to our faith, however ancient 
it may be. If it coincide with this Word, we receive it, not as inspired, 
because the sacred canon is complete, but as based ui>on, and not contrary to 
the Holy Scriptures of God. 



32 


TllK RIBLE. 


It is thus, then, that whatever ** other things Jesus did, vdiicli are not 
written in this Book,” — and there were bright and beautiful thoughts in that 
heart of hearts, which are not written here — there were glorious and startling 
deeds done by that Omnipotent hand, which are not recorded here — there 
were thrilling and impressive sermons, that awed the multitude, and left 
permanent and beneficial effects, wliich are not recorded here, — were not 
necessary. If all had been written, no ordinary book would have contained 
them ; and if there were a book adequate to contain them, that book could not 
have become the popular and accessible book that the Bible is, to be purchased 
for a shilling, but a great and ponderous folio, only to be procured at a large 
expence. 

These have not been written, for a very simple and satisfactory reason, — 
they were not necessary. If they had been needful, they had been here. 
Inspiration is as much displayed in omitting what was unnecessary, as in 
committing what was essential and profitable. The Spirit of God has there- 
fore left out many a saying that might have pleased the intellect, but lie has 
left out nothing that can sanctify the heart ; the Spirit of God luis omitted 
many a deed, that would have awed by its magniticenee, but He has omitted 
not one solitary action of Jesus that forms in itself a necessary as well as a 
beautiful model, or can be attached to Scripture as an impressive and a con- 
clusive seal. In one word, the Bible ministers not to the curiosity of the learned 
few, but to the salvation of the perishing many ; you have in the Bible a 
book not to please the inquisitive, but a book to illuminate the ignorant, and 
guide the pilgrim to his God, his country, and his home. 

What is true, I say, of the Gospel of John, is true, I believe I may add, of 
the whole of the Word of God. To refer, for instance, to the book of Genesis : 
we might have wished that God had given us there a revelation of suns and 
stars and systems, whicli the telescope of Lord Rosso has failed in its greatest 
sweep to disclose ; or we might have wished that God had revealed in Genesis 
the records of those fchtlii/osauri and Megalosauri^ which have been the subjects 
of all sorts of disquisitions amongst learned geologists ; we might have wished 
that God had told us.in Genesis what are the lowest stratum of the earth — if 
interior contents, its age and preadamite history ; we might have wished that 
He had given us some brief account of the number, the tenantry, the forms of 
other worlds ; their standing in the truth, or their apostacy from it *, their re- 
lation to the Saviour, and His relation to them. But He has not done so j and 
for this simple reason ; the Bible was written, not to make men philosophers, 
but to make men Christians ; not to cover the earth with curious discoverers, 
but to replenish heaven with redeemed saints ; the Bible was written for one 
grand and specific object, — to lead the rebel to his king, the apostate to his 
God, the prodigal to his father. You can be saved without a knowledge of 
geology, you can be happy without knowing aught of astronomy ; but you 
can neither be holy nor happy, without “ knowing Him, whom alone to know 
is everlasting life.” 

Now with respect to all that Christ did or said, (as far as these records em- 
lx>dy what He did and said,) this feature, 1 think, must strike all : Jesus did 
nothing for display. He said nothing to conciliate the ecUt of men ; Ho lived 
and died the embodiment of good to mankind — the perfect model of a holy, 
and complete, and glorious sacrifice and rmsom for the guilty. He did no- 
thing that required to be undone — He said nTOiing that required to be unsaid ; 
and this blessed Book contains enough of all He said to be the means of a 
saving clficacy to us, and enough of what He did to present to us a practical 
example or model for our imitation. Any addition to the Bible, we are now 
sure, would dim its lustre — subtraction from the Bible would now spoil its har- 
mony. It is the test that never fails, the balance that has no deceit, the rule 
that has no crookedness, the law that requires no amendment. 

“ These,” says John, then, “ are written;” and written for this end — “ that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that, believing, 
ye might have life through His name.” 

“ Tliese,” says the apostle, “ arc written,^'' Did you ever thank God, my 



dear brethren, DOt only for the knowledge of Avliat the Bible contains, but for 
the fact that tliis Bible is written ? Suppose that the contents of the Bible 
had been left to be transmitted from sire to son, by oral tradition — liow dark- 
ened would have been its glories ! how mixed its blessed intimations with the 
alloy of human superstition and human folly ! It would have set out, like the 
snowball, pure and beautiful from the skies, but as it swept downward along 
the earth, it would have gathered and attached to itself successive accretions 
of all heterogeneous and incongruous materials, until it finally became a mass 
altogether different from what it originally was. I quoted to you lately a spe- 
cimen of the importance of the Bible being written, and of tlie uncertainty of 
Tradition, from the last chapter of the very Gospel from which the text is 
taken. Peter, at the close of the twenty-first chapter, said — “ Lord, and what 
shall this man do *a curious — one might almost say, if one might speak it 
with reverence, an impertinent question, because utterly unconnected with the 
great object that was before him. “ Jesus saith unto him,” — the proper an- 
swer — “ If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?” * This is no 
matter of thine ; here is the practical duty that devolves upon you — “ Follow^ 
thou Me.” ’ “ Then went this saying abroad among the brethren” — ^liere is 
the tradition — “ that that disciple should not die.” Thus you perceive from 
liow little a thing the tradition sprung. “ Yet Jesus said not unto him, He 
shall not die ; but if I will” — ‘ if I will* hypothetically — “ that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee ?’* Tradition seized upon what it thought a seed 
of truth, and nourished it — not into the large and overshading palm, but 
into the deadly Upas tree, that poisons all that is beneath and around it. 
“ Then went that saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should 
not die ;’* but it is added — (just what we are to do with every tradition — 
bring it to God’s Word) — “ Yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die ; 
but, if I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ?” Here is God’s 
WorcKcorrecting man’s tradition. So prone are we to corrupt God’s truth by 
our traditions, that even amid the light and splendour of apostolic noon a 
tradition crept into the company of the disciples, like Satan amid the trees of 
the garden of Eden, to spoil, corrupt, and mutilate. 

If it be so, how thankful should we he that John does not say — ‘ These 
things are handed down, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ ;’ but 
that He says — “ These things are written T In other words, the Scripture is 
a stereotype, an incorruptible and immutable stereotype ; and it is a stereo- 
type within so small a compass, that the soldier can carry it in his knapsack, 
and the sailor in his hammock upon the restless sea. The pedlar can carry it 
in his pack, and no man is so poor that he need be without it, and none so 
great or learned as to be able to dispense with it. 

In the next place, John has not only said — “ These things are written,” but 
we may gather probably another ground for gratitude — not only that the 
Bible has been written, but that the Bible has been preserved as a written 
book. I dare say you seldom think of this ; but the more I look upon the 
Bible, the more I am convinced that there is a standing outward mira<ile, 
equal to the Jew in our streets — a sign significant of a perpetual Divine pre- 
sence. No book has been so proscribed as the Bible; no book has been 
so tortured (if I may so speak^as the Bible. The le^en ages of Europe 
have not crushed it, proscriptive anathemas have not extinquished it, — 
the corruptions of tradition have not buried it. Books that men have 
prized have perished — the Book that men have hated has been pre- 
served, The former lie buried in unknown sepulchres — the latter rose 
even with an elasticity proportioned to the force appli^ to pull it down, and 
witnessed with apostolic freshness to righteousness, temperance, and judgment. 
How do you account for this ? Take the classic productions of Greece and 
Home ; in many instances they have been mutilated, and many of them have 
been lost. These books men loved, because they pandered to their passions, 
and rendered a response and encouragement to all their corrupt and depraved 
sympathies ; but this Book, which men hated, as a prophet that told them the 
truth they did not like — this Book has been preserved, and remains in all its 



pristine beauty, in all its unmutilated glory, bearing on its face the super- 
scription of llim whose inspiration gave its truths all their force, and whose 
authority gives its precepts all their weight. And it is thus, then, that we 
are thankful, not only that “ these things are written,” but also that these 
things have been preserved. 

But Jolm goes on to state, that all “these things have been written,” in 
order to lead us to “ believe that Jesus is the Christ.” Now 1 believe that 
this is not the end merely of the Gospel of John, but of every portion of the 
Scriptures, without exception. 

Shall I take the historical portion of Scripture ? Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Levi, tliese were but the broken and scattered fragments of a glorious mirror, 
eacli reliectiug the image of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and He, when He came 
into the world, was Adam, and Noah, and Joshua, and “Moses, and Aaron, — 
all their excellencies multiplied, magnified, and combined, with none of their 
defects, their imperfections, and their sins. Thus the historical portion of 
Scripture was “ written, that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ.” 

If, in the next place, we refer to the prophetical part of Scripture, we shall 
find the very same result. Moses predicted His advent, David sang of His 
royalty, Isaiah gave the tale and tidings of His sorrow, Micah proclaimed 
His birth-place, and the Apocalypse predicts His approaching glory. “ To 
Him gave all the prophets witness.” Their lights converge, like rays that 
come from a distant circumference, and combine and concentrate in Jesus, as 
“the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.” 

If I take the promissory part of Scripture, it was equally “ written, we that 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ.” The whole firmament of Scripture glows 
with promises, as with stars of varying magnitude, but enduring fixity ; 
and all these stars have been kindled from one sun, and meant to be leaders 
to the presence of that sun. Christ is the Tree of Life, and the promises arc 
like the leaves, the soft music, and the refiected lights and shades of ^hich 
lead to Him. The promises are the varying notes, and Christ the key-note*, 
that gives them all their harmony, and binds them all into one holy chord. 
“ All the promises,” says the inspired apostle, “ are yea and amen in Christ 
Jesus.” 

I may state, in the next place, that the ceremonial part of Scripture was 
written equally to bring us to Jesus. The high priest officiating within Die 
veil was there to lead us to the true priest ; the cities of refuge prescribed for 
the manslayer was there to lead us to Christ, the refuge of His people ; tlic 
passover lamb was instituted, that we might sec in it the Lamb of God : and 
all the ceremonial institutions and rites of Levi proclaimed in one mighty 
voice, bursting forth on the desert of the world — ‘ Behold not us, for we must 
decrease ; but behold Him, whose shoes* latchet we are not worthy to unloose.* 

And, in the next place, all the doctrinal part of Scripture was “ written, 
that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ.*’ The doctrinal part of 
Scripture is inlaid with His name ; His righteousness is the burden of every 
epistle, His intercession the hope of every Christian, His mediation the 
great truth that apostles taught, and martyrs died for : He, in all the 
doctrines of all the ^riptures, is “ all and in all.” 

And, lastly, the practical part of Scriptiuro was “ written, that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ.’* His love inspires all, His law regulates all, 
His example influences all. Do we pray ? It is in His name. Do we preach ? 
It is by His authority. Whatsoever we do, in thought, in word, or in deed, 
we do all in the name and to the glory of Christ. 

It is thus, then, that all these parts of Scripture were “ written, that we 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” 

I think I have explained before, that the cpitliet Son of God” is an 
epithet that every Jew understood to describe essential Deity ; and therefore 
we are to understand by the term “ Jesus, the Christ,” the testimony to His 
humanity, and by “ Jesus, the Son of God,” the description of His Deity. 
It was requisite that Christ should be man, else He never could have suffered ; 
it was as requisite that Christ should l)e God, else Ho never could have 



satisfied ; and it was no less requisite that He should be God and man in one 
person, that He might unite together heaven and earth, God and man — forming 
a pathway to the skies more glorious than the patriarch’s ladder, by which 
God's mercies can reach us, and our praj ers can rise and reach the prayer- 
hearing and the sin-forgiving God. 

But while “these things were written, that we might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God,” there was also an end beyond this : there is not 
only the general end — to establish the Messiahsbip of Jesus ; but the personal 
end, — to bring you and me to a state of acceptance before God. “ That 
believing ye might have life through His name.” We are dead in sin. All 
flesh is apostate from God ; death is in our souls by nature ; death is 
Ijronounced upon us, as our doom, from that judgment-scat from wbicli there 
can 1x3 no appeal. Our condition, my dear friends, is not merely a slight 
declension from holiness, but an entire and total apostacy from God ; and we 
can obtain “ life” only from the Lord Jesus Christ, the fountain of life ; and, 
blessed be God, tliat in Him, and from Him, we can have life. The life of 
grace, and tlio life of glory, are equally with Him ; the life of faith, tliat 
conquers the world, and the life of love, that crowns the conqueror, are equally 
from Him ; the life of liope, that we cherish now, and the life of reality,' that 
we shall possess hereafter, are alike in Christ. “ In Him is life, and that life 
is the light and life of mankind.” 

And this it is, my dear friends, which all sections of the visible church most 
earnestly want. It is not mere ecclesiastical repairs that churches now 
need ; it is not tho addition of a more gorgeous ceremonial ; it is not more 
wealth, or rank, or multitude within it ; but what the whole church groans 
and thirsts after is, that life which priests cannot give and councils cannot take 
away — the exclusive gift and inalienable prerogative of God. One pulse of 
life is bettp than a whole popedom of forms ; and wheresoever there is life, 
that life will express and embody itself in all appropriate and suitable rites. 
We may have the movSt unquestionable ministerial sucx3es8ion, if such there he ; 
we may have the most ancient and apostolical ritual ; we may have the most 
exquisite music in our praise, the greatest solemnity in our prayers, the 
greatest decorum in all our ritual ; but if we have not spiritual life, it is only 
religion lying in state, covered with the trappings and surrounded by the obse- 
quies of the dead. Life is the great want of the church, and until that church 
have life, all its disputes are quarrels about straws, not worthy to be kept a 
single day in remembrance. 

Tlie means, however, of obtaining this life are stated very plainly : “ That 
believing ye might have life, through His name,” What is faith ? Many 
excellent Christians are perplexed about it, and very often we take for granted 
that men know a great deal more than they really do know. 

Faith is not our Saviour, but the acceptance of that Saviour. Faith is not 
a part of salvation, but simply the accepting of, or acquiesceiKse in, that 
salvation. If you desire to see where, and by whom is faith illustrated, 
behold some one whose conscience teUs him he is all sin, and want, and ruin, 
prostrate on his knees, when no eye sees him but God’s eye, and asking 
pardon, sanctification, and happiness, and heaven, gratis^ in the name of Jesus, 
—that is faith ; nay, it is more — it is fniition. Salvation, (if I may express 
it briefly,) is the sinner, all want, begging from the Saviour, all fulness ; and 
wherever there is such a spectacle, let the man kneel beneath the fretted roof 
or on the mountain brow, or let him be amid the din and traffic of this great 
city, and upon the stones of the Royal Exchange, — wherever and in whom- 
soever the heart feels, ‘ Lord, I am all want,’ and faith cries from its depths, 
‘ Lord, Thou art all fulness,’ there is a closing which shall never be disjoined, 
a sjilyation that shall never disappoint. 

Faith, then, the faith which brlngeth salvation, is not a bare naked belief 
that Christianity is from God. If it were so, salvation would be faith in a 
dogma, in a mere abstract proposition, and Christianity a mere compendium 
of abstruse doctrines, which anybody might Mieve in as they lielieve in 
Euclid or in jin authentic history of the world. Nor, on the other hand, is 



faith a constant digging into one’s heart for something to be felt as faith. It 
is neither the intellectual assent, which is simply scepticism, nor the looking 
within for some mystic and undefinable feeling, whicli is simply fanaticism ; 
but faith in Christ is tlie intellectual assent exhibited in the one case, and the 
heartfelt acceptance, without the fanaticism, felt in the other. It is the 
greatest sinner looking to the greatest Saviour, and crying — “ Lord, help ; or 
I perish ! ” 

I believe, ray dear friends, that one of the reasons why many remain 
strangers to the Gospel is just, (if I may assign such a thing as a cause — 1 
may rather call it an occasion,) its simplicity. You think it is too good to 
be true. ‘ What ! salvation, and nothing to pay for it ? What ! salvation to 
me, a sinner, a guilty sinner, a long depraved and hardened sinner, and nothing 
to do, nothing to promise, nothing to pay, nothing to guarantee V It is so, my 
friends. If there be in this assembly one sinner, who has sinned for three- 
score years and ten, and “ lived without God, without Christ, and without 
hope in the world,” there is nothing between that sinner and instant forgive- 
ness, through the blood of Jesus. “Believe and live” is the essence of the 
Gospel. Cast your case upon Jesus — ^that is the sole duty you have to 
discharge. 

And if you should suggest — ‘ But will not this make men live in sin, because 
salvation is free ?’ ask the man who has been benefitted by some great bene- 
factor, if he can needlessly offend that great benefactor ; ask the son that loves 
the affectionate mother, if he would needlessly give one pang to that mother’s 
heart, or one moment’s uneasiness to that mother’s mind. Can he whom 
Christ has freely pardoned, live in the practise of that which Christ has every- 
where condemned ? 

Such, then, is the faith that embraces the Saviour, and believing has “ life 
through His name,” — a faith that consists of acquiescence indeed and in truth ; 
hut more than that, — experimental, personal, heartfelt closing with Him who 
is “ the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

And let me now, in conclusion, ask you, my dear friends — Have you any 
personal acquaintance with Christ, as your Saviour ? Can your solemn and 
sequestered moments witness at the judgment-seat of Christ that many a prayer 
has arisen from your hearts for mercy and forgiveness ? Can your closet 
testify that you have there bowed the knee, and in deep and unspeakable 
earnestness pleaded for forgiveness of sin ? Have you ever felt your soul to 
he a charge too precious for one moment to be forgotten, and the Saviour too 
glorious for one instant to be slighted ? Have you ever felt what is the 
anxiety — the intense anxiety — embodied in that question, “ What must I do 
to be saved ?” Time is rapidly passing away ; the great ocean of eternity 
heats upon the shores of time, and threatens to cover it every moment ; “ we 
know' not what a day may bring forth the healthiest and the happiest in 
this assembly, ere another sun shall rise, may stand at the judgment-seat of 
Christ. Were that summons to come now, were that heart to give its last 
beat now, were that soul to be separated from that body, let me ask you — not 
separating myself from you, or my responsibility from yours— should we be 
happy ? Should we he saved ? Would the judgment-seat be the vestibule of 
everlasting glory ? 

May God the Spirit, who can alone make truth mighty, and my words 
powerful, bring home these truths to our hearts, and make them “ the savour 
of life unto life,” for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
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“ (to ?/e, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy (xhost : teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world .** — Matthew xxviii. 19, 20. 

^ On these moat impressive and memorable words is based the whole 
fracture, both of personal and universal Christianity. But the emphiwis of 
the original has been materially impaired by the translation, and will be 
TCstored in a great degree by the substitution of that reading which you will 
find in the margin. “Go ye,” is the literal injunction of the I^ord to His 
apostles, “ go ye, and make disciples of all nations.” In exact proportion as 
this commandment has been fulfilled, whether in a family, in a city, in a 
nation, or in the world at large, does there exist domestic habits, social order, 
jmblic virtue, and national prosperity; while, on the other hand, there are 
few, if any evils, diffused over the broad cxiianse of general society, or concen- 
trated within the narrower circle of the household and the home, which may 
not — nay, which muse not be traceable to the disregard of it. If, to speak in 
plain language — if parents sometimes find their children curses, it is, in the 
vast majority of instances, because they have never tried to make them 
Christians. 

I purpose, then, on the present occasion, directed as we are more particu- 
larly to the subject of Christian education, to consider the initiatory sacra- 
ment of baptism, whereby all who receive it are brought into a capacity for 
being saved, are made provisionally “ members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.” And in doing this, I will show, 
first, what is the means appointed by the Bord himself, to “ make disciples of 
all nations and then, how we are to apply it to our own, and especially to 
those of our own house. 

I. First, then, it is the liOrd’s command, addressed through the apostles to 
His church, and binding upon all her members, throughout every generation, 
even to the end of time, that they exert themselves, as far as in them lies, to 
“ make disciples of all nations,” And this is to be accomplished by a two- 
fold means — a means distinct, yet connected and inseparable : first, by 
“ baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost and then by “ teaching” those who are baptised “ to observe all 
things whatsoever He hath commanded.” It is accordingly manifest from 
this, first, that baptism duly administered is essential to salvation ; and next, 
that with the single exception of infants, who die before they commit actual 
sin, baptism, even when duly administered, is not of itself sufficient for 
salvation. It is the first step towards the kihgdom of heaven — it is in one 
sense the most imx>ortant step, for it involves, as well as precedes, every other ; 
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it is an entrance into the “ strait Rate,” which opens upon the “ narrow way 
it is the solemn act, performed for the infant by its sponsors, by the adult for 
himself — the solemn act of affixing the seal of man to the covenant f)f grace, 
which has been prepared, ordained, accepted, and .approved of God. By it 
they who are “ born in sin, and are by nature children of wrath,” IxicoTno 
entitled to the unspeakable and inestimable privilege of membership with 
Christ, admission into the family of God, and a reversionary inheritance of 
the kingdom of heaven. But then these Ixjnefits are all conditional upon the 
supposition that the residue of life shall continue in unison with its beginning. 
Baptism is the starting on the race — ^it is not the attainment of the goal ; 
how can it be, when we have still sounding in our ears the words of the 
apostle, who had been called to the faith by the Lord himself, and baptised 
into the church by a messenger specially commissioned for the purpose by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and yet who thus describes his own subsequent respon- 
sibility : “ I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest, after 
having preached to others, I myself should be a castaway ?” 

Baptism, therefore, while it admits all through the open door, and points 
all to the way of life eternal, neither imposes upon any the necessity of 
advancing, nor takes from any the possibility, and therefore the peril, of 
receding. It neither constrains us to “go on unto i)erfcction,” nor does it 
preclude us from “ drawing back unto perdition.” And this applies equally 
to our children and to ourselves. If we were to imagine that all is accom- 
plished, when we have brought our offspring to the baptismal font, and dedi- 
cated them by His own inviolable Word, and by his own consecrated ministers, 
to Christ, we should indeed do in part what the mother of Moses did for her 
beloved child, when she laid the feeble infant in the fragile ark of bulrushes, 
which protected him from immersion in the stream, but could not supply the 
nutriment which was essential to the continuance of life ; but we should, like 
her, do only a part. She “ stood afar off, to see what would become of the 
child and by this her watchfulness was the life of the precious babe 
preser^d, and he became in fulness of time the leader and the lawgiver of 
God's people Isrsel. So baptism demands both the vigilance of the parent and 
the instruction of the child. We have no reason to suppose, that the latent- 
virtue of the mystic water can be developed by any other agency than by 
training up the Christian child “in the nurture and admonition oi the Lord 
the transformation of the natural man, in whom all that is not sin is weakness, 
and in whom all weakness has a tendency to sin, whose every sense may 
become an avenue to evil, and “ every thought and imagination of whose licart 
is only evil, and that continually,’ — this is to be accomplished by no other 
agency than that of the Spirit of God, who ordinarily works by means, and 
who has especially declare^ in this particular case, the means by which He 
does work ; and where baptism has been rightly performed, hut where 
instruction has been either criminally neglected or perversely misapplied, do 
we not behold many in the world around us — and some, it may be, within the 
narrow circle of the home — ^wbo have little or nothing of the Christian but 
the name, who have never sought to profit by the privileges of the Christian 
covenant, never claimed the glorious right of admission into the citizenship of 
the heavenly Jerusalem, never openly confessed “Jesus to be the Lord” 
through the influence of the Holy Ghost, never taken up that “sword of 
the Spirit,” nor stretched over them that “ shield of faith,” armed with which, 
as with panoply of proof, they could alone make good the solemn promise 
upon their behalf — to be “ the servants and soldiers of Christ, even to their 
lives* end ?” Are there not among those who call themselves Christians many, 
too many, whose sole solicitude is about the things of time and sense, who 
recognise no object of existence hut to “eat and drink,” because “ to-morrow 
they die” — who neither “ keep under the body,” nor “ bring it into subjec- 
tion,” and of whom charity itself could entertain no better hope than 
that if they die as they have lived, and if Scripture be true, they must be 
“ castaways ?” 

Oh I my brethren, they who ascribe to baptism the character of a saving 
sacrament — a sacrament which saves by a single act — a sacrament which saves 
absolutely, unconditionally, unquestionably, when duly administered, — such 
are in fact dissentients from our church, which holds — (alas ! how can any one. 
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in spite ofi sudi examples as Judas, and Demas, and Ananias, liold the con- 
trary ?) — that deadly sin may bo committed after baptism, and that baptised 
persons having before their eyes the sentence of God’s condemnation, may be 
thrust down by the artifices of Satan, into what she emphatically terms “ riot- 
ousness of unclean living, or desperation no less perilous.” No ; our church 
does not presume — nor should her members, much less her ministers — to sepa* 
rate what her Lord himself has joined : with baptism by water, “ in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” she couples subsequent 
training in “ the things which He hath commanded,” alike as a rule of prac- 
tice and as a standard of belief. To look for discipleship whether in communi- 
ties or in families, in masses or in individuals, apart from these two things, 
would be only to seek (as it were) the living among the dead ; it would be (so 
to speak) to model the human form, in all its lineaments and members, in wax 
or in marble, and look to it for the quickening, commanding, inspiring intelli- 
gence of the soul, which the breath of Deity alone can impart ; it would be to 
grasp the fleeting shadow, in expectation of the substance, and to build a fabric 
for eternity on the frail foundation of the treacherous and shifting sand. 

To the efficiency of baptism, therefore, catechising or teaching must be re- 
garded as essential, simply because it is the express ordinance of Christ. No 
one doubts the power of Omnipotence to “ open streams in the wilderness and 
fountains in the desert,” to clothe the barren rocks with verdure, and, where 
no human hand hath scattered seed, to bid the valleys stand so thick with 
com that they should “ laugh and sing but while no sane person disputes the 
abstract existence of such power in the Lord, no one would presume to expect 
the exercise of it. And just so it is with the seed sown in infancy by the hand 
of faith : whoever “ may plant,” and whoever “ may water,” “ God alone can 
give the increase but would it be warrantable to expect “ the increase,” 
where the seed had not been sown ? “ God, willing to make His power known, 
and to magnify His mercy,” may cause one malefactor to die confessing sin, 
forsaking it, and finding mercy, even on the cross ; but how many, it may be 
feared-— how many more such as he have breathed away the last cn#gies of 
life in cursing and blaspheming I 

While, therefore, it is the first duty of the parent to bring the infant, at the 
earliest possible period to the baptismal font, that duty presupposes another, 
which extends alike to precepts and example — for we are to “ feocA” the bap- 
rised child ; and if our actions neutralise the word that is spoken, how is it pos- 
sible to fulfil the apostolic precept, and to train up our children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord ?” It was the saying of a good man, and it is 
tlie testimony of all wise men, that “the example of the parent will go further 
than aught beside to educate the child and only those, tlierefore, can expect 
the fulfilment of the promise, who exert themselves to render obedience to the 
command. When the Lord authoritatively prescribes the twofold means, by 
which disciples are to be made, it is clear that both ought to come into opera- 
tion at the earliest possible period of intellectual development ; and to persons 
who think that the work of education is to begin at a comparatively late period 
of life, we would only address the significant warning, that if the enemy sow 
the tares before the householder sow the wheat, it will only be in the course of 
nature that the tares should spring up aad <fiioke it *, while to those who begin 
early — those who love to raise the infant hand to God, and to syllable into 
prayer the first articulate whisperings of the infant voice — I would bold out no 
other encouragement than the example of Paurs “ own son in the faith,” who 
though strangely uncanonised of man, yet holds high preeminence in Holy 
Writ among the glorious company of the redeemed: “From a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

I cannot, however, quit this portion of the subject, without adverting for an 
instant to the explicit and conclusive testimony which is borne by this text to 
the primitive and scriptural practice of infant baptism, as administered in our 
Anglican church. None will question for an instant that the comprehensive 
term “ all nations” must of necessity include infants, unless any limitation be 
subsequently either expressed or implied ; and if it were concerning children 
who hi^ been admitted into the ancient church by the symbolical rite of cir- 
cumcision, that our Lord uttered those memorable .words — “ Their angels do 



•40 


MAlvU DlSCIPLEft. 


always behold the face of their Father which is in heaven” — why are we pre- 
cluded from believing the same thing of tliosc who have been admitted, ac- 
cording to the tenor of Ilis own command, within the pale of His holy and 
apostolic church ? In this respect our church, basing all her views of doc- 
trine on a plain, direct, imdistorted interpretation of Scripture, is content to 
take the Lord’s word just as the Lord himself has given it; mid when she 
sends forth to heathen lands “ the glad tidings of salvation,” she begins by 
first instructing the worshipper of idol deities, and then admitting him to 
Christian baptism ; but no sooner does the convinced and converted idolater 
profess an entire and exclusive reliance on the merits of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for pardon and salvation, than she admits to baptism not himself alone, but all his 
house, and receives his infants thenceforth without scruple, as born of a faith- 
ful parent, and thus consecrated to God even from the womb. Parents who 
arc called Christian, yet who will not bring their children to be baptised, 
ought, to be consistent with their own principles, to refrain from catechising 
or teaching them altogether — ^for in any case it must be clear, that the man 
who dies unbaptised, however well instructed, dies also undiscii)led ; and 
though we could not presume, on this ground, to consign to eternal darkness, 
and banish the infant from the beatific presence of God, on account of an error 
not its own, yet we do say this — that wherever a child through the negligence, 
the prejudice, or even the conscientious conviction of the parent, goes down to 
the grave without the sacrament of baptism, there is a dark cloud overhanging 
the tomb, where otherwise the Word of God would have made all light ; there 
is an uncertainty mingling with the bereaved parents* tears, where Christ had 
given, through the ordinance of His church, an assurance of covenanted sal- 
vation ; there must be an absence of that blessed comfort, which has so often 
dried the tearful eye, and soothed the bleeding heart, when the dear mother 
could look upon her lifeless babe, the fairest flower blighted in the bud, and 
say — ‘ I know that my child was “ born of water ;** 1 obeyed, as far as I could, 
the Lord’s command ; I doubt not, therefore, that, removed before the plague 
of sin #Eid broken out, he was “horn” also “of the Spirit*,” and how can I 
doubt, then, that he has entered into the kingdom of God, and that if 1 “ stand 
fast in the faith,” and “ fight the good fight,” I shall, m God’s time, “ go 
to him, though he shall not return to me.” 

IT. Such, then, being the means ordained of Christ, to “ disciple all nations” 
— first, the “ baptising them,” and then the training or catechising them “ in 
all things whatsoever He hath commanded” — I am now to consider, secondly, 
how they are to be applied to our own, and especially to those of our own 
liousG. For one and the same machinery is required to consecrate a family, to 
christianise a parish, and to evangelise a world; and whether in the 
home, or in the neighbourhood, or throughout his own country, or in distant 
lands, it should be the efibrt and the concern of every one to “ make disciples” 
of those who come, by any providential circumstances whatever, within the 
sphere of his influence, and therefore of his responsibility. And in this, duty, 
like “ charity, begins at home.” We are first to present our infants at the 
baptismal font, we are to dedicate and devote them, even from their birth, to 
be the servants of Christ and the soldiers of the cross ; we are then to bring 
with us, (not indeed as a scriptural obligation, and therefore as an essential 
. part of the sacrament, but only as a precautionary institution of the church,) 
Christian friends, themselves “ meml^ra of the body of the faithful,” who are 
to perform, if their natural parents are removed by death, or disqualified by 
mental incapacity, the part of spiritual guides and guardians to the child ; but 
when we have witnessed the figure of the cross — that symbol of salvation — 
imprinted on the infant’s brow, and accompanied it with the prayer of faith 
that that symbol may become a substance, and that the cross whidi has been 
imprinted on the brow may be engraven on the heart, we are to take a for- 
ward step in the way of salvation, and as soon os the intellectual faculties 
begin to develope themselves and expand, we are to instil into the pliant and 
plastic mind those principles which alone can counteract the tendencies of a 
sinful and corrupt natura , We must teach them, so far as the lessop may be 
accordant with their capacity and suited to their years, “ to observe all things 
which the Lord hath commanded” — “ all things” which “ Holy Scripture 
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containctli” as “ necessary to salvation.” We must be especially careful to 
maiiit’est God to tlieir youthful minds in the character of a Father, and to pre- 
sent Christ to them in the relation of a Friend — “ a Friend made for adver- 
sity,” “ a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,” a Friend who has power 
over the grave, and with whom not death itself, though the conqueror of all 
beside, can maintain the unequal strife. 

"Fhe i)iety and the charity, however, which have their main-spring of action 
in the home, arc not to end there. Next to our own oflspring we have to 
look to the children of the poor in our own locality — to those whom the des- 
titution of the parents constitutes the children of the clmnih — wdio are espe- 
cially the Lord’s poor, whom we have always with us, and to whom we are 
to do what we can no longer do to Him. And w^ere this done as it might be, 
and as it ought to be, first in families, then in parishes or districts, then in 
larger towns and cities, and then throughout the country at large, circle 
expanding after circle, till it should comprehend within its ample range the 
entire compass of our beloved country, the island which is no# the first of 
nations, as in the dawn of tlie Gospel it w^as the last, — oh ! who can tell how 
soon the beautiful description of the psalmist might he realised in tho midst 
of us, “ that our sons would be as plants grown up in their youth, and our 
daughters as corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a palace and 
men would look upon Britain from the extremities of the earth, and take 
up the exclamation of the psalmist — Happy is the people that are in such a 
case ; yea, happy is the people whose God is the Lord !” 

Our own obligation, however, is in no wise affected or impaired, whether, 
tins glorious vision be or be not realised in the midst of us ; and that duty is 
to gather the children who have been baptised according to the command of 
Jesus, and whose parents are disqualified or disabled from performing a 
parent's first and most important duty, in order that we may train them in 
the knowledge of God’s law and of Christ’s love. Our first duty is to educate 
the mortal for immortality j but then in doing so, it is also our duty to edu- 
cate the active for society. It is to lay the foundation of habits of virtue 
where alone it can be firmly laid — in the principles of godliness — and to teach 
the rendering of what is due to man, as a practical deduction from the fear 
of God ; it is to form that character which shall be at once the type of the 
church, the ornament of society, and the safeguard of the home ; it is to 
inform the understanding, to store the memory, to exercise the hands, to 
enlighten the conscience, to regulate the passions, to control the will, and to 
])urify the heart. Ignorance, we know, is the tool of wickedness and the 
enemy of truth ; indolence, or vacuity of mind, is a sweeping and garnisliing 
the inner chamber of the heart, and inviting the entrance of the foul spirit ; 
and tlierefore we are to inform the understanding, store the memory, and 
exercise the hands. But it should be still more our concern to enlighten the 
conscience, for conscience of all legislators is the most effectual ; conscience 
alone, instructed by the Word of God, will ever bo found the most effectual 
giiardian of domestic charities, of private rights, and of public interests ; con- 
science utters a voice, unhe^urd by every ear save that to which it speaks, and 
wields a power unsuspected by every heart save that in which it reigns ; it 
“ reasons,” as none else can reason, “ of righteousness, temi>erance, and judg- 
ment to come,” and it often manifests its power in compelling men to tremble, 
where it cannot constrain them to rei)ent : but never is its voic>e less likely to 
utter an uncertain or an unavailing sound, than when it speaks to the inge- 
nuous and susceptible mind of youth, and speaks in the accents whicli are 
prompted and dictated by the Word of God. It is then found instinct with 
power to correct the temper, to control the appetite, to restrain the passions, 
to subdue the will, and to awaken in the mind a lively concern to prepare for 
its eternal welfare, by first “ embracing,” and then “ holding fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life.” In a word, in ail who are the recipients of God’s 
Word and the subjects of God’s grace, it creates, continues, maintains, con- 
summates discipleship with Christ. 

Oh ! my Christian friends, let us thus seek to make our children Christ’s, 
and Ho will assuredly make them His own ; and we shall thus find that our 
interest^ and our duty are the same. Those will love us most, who love Him 
best ; those will make earth happiest, with whom there is the most assured 
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hope Uiat we shall partake of a blessed immortality. While our children arc 
spared to us on earth, communion and companionship with them will be our 
solace and support, through our varied pilgrimage ; and if they be taken from 
us, as man would term it, prematurely, it is only that they would be the first 
to finish the common warfare, and to attain the common resting place. It is 
indeed a severe trial to natural afiection to look upon the grave of a beloved 
child, and bitter for the time may be the tears that fall upon it ; but the 
Christian parent, who hath lost a Christian child, can never “ sorrow as 
others who have no hope for what comfort can be comparable with the 
thought, that our best beloved ones have only preceded us to “ the rest that 
remaincth for God’s people,” and are awaiting, and perhaps expecting, our 
arrival in those bright abodes, into which sin and sorrow can never enter, and 
where the pangs of separation can be known no more ? 

I invite you, then, my brethren, as those who in loving God have learned to 
“ love their brother also,” to do your part in the great work of Christian 
education — tS manifest your devotion to the chief Shepherd of the flock by 
your concern for the “ lambs,” which He hath enjoined you to “ feed,” and to 
confer upon the children of the poor, so far as human instrumentality can 
avail, the benefits which are above all price — the “ wisdom” which “ cannot 
be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof” — the 
blessing, the unspeakable blessing of an enlightened understanding, an 
awakened conscience, a quickened spirit, and a justifying Saviour. We know, 
indeed — (God forbid that we should ever lose sight, for an instant, of so vital 
and momentous a truth 1) — we know that the conversion of one sinner, whether 
in opening childhood, in adolescence, in maturity, or in declining years, must 
be the work of Omnipotence alone. It would be thus in the church, were a i*aul 
himself the preacher ; and It must be so in the school, were the instructor an 
Apollos, “mighty in the Scriptures,” or a Eunice mighty in faith, and mightier 
still in prayer : but in either case our dependence is placed on the Divine 
promise, as oiu* duty is dictated in the Divine command. Ho who said, “ Feed 
My lambs,” implied His own readiness to supply them, through the agency of 
men, vdth nutriment from heaven ; and even under the partial and shadowy 
dispensation of the law the injunction to “ train up a child in the way he 
should go,” was enforced by the encouraging assurance, that “when he is old 
he will hot depart from it.” Nature herself supplies a similar encouragement, 
in one of her most familiar processes ; “ In the morning sow thy seed, and at 
tlie evening withliold not thine hand ; for thou knowest not which shall pros- 
per, this or that, or whether both shall bo alike good. “And so is the king- 
dom of Gotl,” declared our Lord himself, “ as if a man should cast seed into 
the ground ; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should 
spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.” 

This, then, and nothing more than this, is what we are to do ; but this is 
not by any means to be left undone, whetlier we have regard to the souls of 
others or to our own. We owe a debt to Christ our Lord, which is thus to be 
acknowledged, though it can never be repaid 5 and if we experimentally know 
His grace, that “ tliough He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that 
we through His poverty might be rich,” surely we who have been redeemed 
with His own most precious blood, shjdl feel it our privilege, as well As confess 
it to bo our duty, to take our “ corruptible things,” our “silver” and our 
“gold,” which are but as “dung” and “dross” in the comparison, and to lay 
them, as they did in old times, at our Master’s feet. 

But, oh ! my brethren, I have another argument to plead with you to-night 
— an argument based not upon your responsibility, which yet, I trust you 
deeply feel, nor yet on the spiritusd benefits vouchsafed by God to the faithful 
communication of scriptural truth to the young, which yet, I trust you highly 
prize ; I can plead with you, as I could not have done, when it was my happi- 
ness to dwell among you — I can plead with you (alas ! that 1 am constrained 
to say it !) from a knowledge, a personal knowledge, of the fearful, appalling, 
unutterable evils, social as well as spiritual, which result from a deficiency of 
the means of Christian instruction. It has pleased God in His providence, to 
place me in the pastoral relation— a relation which can but be nominal — to a 
vast parish, which more than doubles the population even of your ‘twn — a 
parish containing nearly 160,000 souls, but not at present possessing a greater 
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number of eUurehes, of clergymen, and of schools, than this very parish in 
wbicli I now address you. Out of 15,600 children of suitable age and circum- 
stances to recicivc tlie education provided for the children of the poor, our 
church instructs about 5,000, and all denominations of dissenters about 2,000 ; 
so that 8,000 — more than one half — are at present altogether without the 
means of instruction in the saving truths and salutary precepts of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. And what has been the issue ? for on that my argument is 
lo be based. Alas ! it is tliat crime is there matiifcst in masses, instead of 
being developed in individuals. It is there that every Lord’s-day is profaned 
by the aggregate of thousands and tens of thousands, who buy and sell inoj^n 
daylight, courting the utmost publicity, instead of that occasional and furtive 
traffic, which you witness in this locality, where the shop is more than half closed, 
as if the sinner w(3re more than half ashamed ; it is there that vice aggravates 
the public burdens, in a far greater degree than cither the visitation of God in 
sickness, or the infirmity and imx)otence which are natural to declining years ; 
it is there that iniquities are committed, of which the vilest of the heathen 
would shrink to tell the tale, and wliich, in a nominally Christian land would 
not even have been conceived to be possible, if they could not have-been 
j>roved to he true. Twice during the last few weeks — twice have abominations 
been breathed into my startled ears, for which, I say not my ministry of 
some years in this comparatively favoured locality, but even in a densely 
populated section of our metropolis, left me wholly unprepared. And the 
conviction left upon my mind was this — and it continues the same in substance 
at the liresent hour, — that no human intelligence can api^roximate so nearly 
to the deepest malignity of the enemy of souls, as the man who, having been 
educated in a Christian country, has all the light of knowledge to devise means 
for the gratifying of his lusts, without any of the restraints of religion to hold 
him back from the indulgence of them — the man who has no conception of 
vice except of that to which human law has attached a penalty, who has no 
other rule of action than his own lawless passions and his own unbridled lusts, 
and who is held back from no crime which law does not punish, by the thought 
of a resurrection from the dead, and by the terrors of the world to come. My 
brethren, these men who are the bane and the curse of our country, are the 
men without a conscience, because without religion. 

But I would not enlarge upon a theme so i)ainful ; I would not disgust and 
weary you with a description of the crimes which exist and multiply, where 
tlie fear of God and knowledge of Christ arc not. Yet I trust I may be 
spared to see the day, when even in that parish there shall be no adult who 
inay not worship in his own church, and no child who may not be trained in 
liis own school. I only propose now to add the testimony of my own expe- 
rience to that of him who has said — “ Get wisdom, get understanding : forget 
it not. Wisdom is the principal thing : therefore get wisdom ; and with 
all thy getting get understanding. Take fast hold of instruction ; let her not 
go : keep her ; for she is thy life.” “ The wise shall inherit glory : but 
shame shall be the promotion of fools.” 

Let none, therefore — no, not one, in all this goodly company, withhold his 
offering from a work which has its principle in Christ’s command, its efficiency 
in Christ’s provisions, its encouragement, in Christ’s promise, and its recom- 
pence of exceeding great reward in Christ’s recognition of all that is done for 
the least of Ills little ones as done to Himself. Let every one here, who has 
received a good gift” — and I trust there are many such — “ minister that gift 
to others,” whether it be of his poverty or of his abundance, “ as a faithful 
steward of the manifold grace of God.” I know that on these occasions we 
can but look to the gleaning that follows after the vintage; still I would 
remind you, that “ a man is accepted according to that he hath, and not 
according to that he hath not,” and that the value of our offering in man’s 
estimate is of no concern whatever, if this be our memorial in the book of 
God's remembrance — “ He hath done what he could.” Already this day many 
have “ cast in of their abundance let it be seen this night that there are 
many too, who out of their penury would rather give away all the living that 
they have, tlian leave the Lord’s house without a testimony of love to the 
Lord himself — without a x^ractical embodiment of their obedience to His 
de£)arting injunction — “If yc love Me, feed My lambs.’’ 
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REV. HENRY CHRISTMAS, M.A., F.R.S., F.S.A. 

rilEACliET> IN VERHI.AM EPlSCOrAL ClIAPEE, l.AMUETU, 

ON WEDNESDAY EVENING, JULY' 7 , 1847 . 


“/ tv ill stand upon my watch^ and set me upon the tower, and will wateh U) see 
what He IV ill say unto me, and what I sluill atiswer when 1 am reproxied ^ — 
Habakkuk ii. l. 

It was well done of Job, in the season of his severe visitation, to rceal the 
events of his life, and to cause his motives and feelings, as well as his actions, 
to pass in review before^ his conscience. It was well done, to consider all sor- 
row as springing from sin, and to search after those transgressions which had 
thus brought upon him the judgments of God ; and although the blindness of 
hunian nature prevented him from understanding his guilt, yet the search was 
assisted by the Divine Mercy, and the words of inspiration, through the lips 
of Klihu, gave him to know, that perfect as had been his life, and upright as 
had been his conversation — though he had “ feared God, and eschewed evil,” 
he had yet set too high a value upon his obedience, and too small* a price 
on the unspeakable mercies of God. He had an opx>ortunity of answering 
when he was reproved ; and if he,' the perfect and the upright, was compelled 
to say — “ I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes,” surely we have cause 
to ponder deeply on the awful question — “ What shall we answer, when we 
are reproved ?” We are not left without examples, both of those who have, 
and those who have not considered it, and it may not be unprofitable to direct 
our attention to some of these. 

Dot us, then, call up before us the records of the past ; not the doubtful 
accounts of mere human chronicles, not the legends of fervid poetry, not the 
conjectural traditions of dark ages, nor the plausible inferences of the learned, 
but the deeds related by the Spirit of Truth — the annals of creation, dictated 
by the voice of God. Let us mingle in imagination with the crowds of ador- 
ing spirits, who hovered over the newly planted garden of Eden, and gaze on 
the happy possessors of this beautiful paradise. They were clothed only in 
their own innocence ; and though they were the sole beings of their race, still 
did they hold frequent converse with the bright denizens of the celestial world. 
Those angelic forms, that from time to time burst into visibility in the terres- 
trial atmosxihere — those soimds of heavenly voices, heard amidst the shade, 
are but proofs that man, “ created a little lower than the angels,” was not cut 
off from communion with his more exalted brethren. But among the holy 
ones that then, as now, ministered to the heirs of immortality, we may discern 
some beings* seraphic indeed, but no longer clad in the armour of heaven. 
These are they which “ kept not their first estate and while they retaia 
somewhat of that splendour which befits an archangel, even in ruins, they still 
bear upon them the traces of an Almighty’s wrath. Animated by the hope of 
knowledge, and urged on by the incitements of these spirits of evil, our parents 
transgressed the law, and then — alas ! too late — when they had fallen from their 
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iiJle^inncCf did they pause and consider — what should they answer, when they 
were rei)roved of the Lord. “ And they heard the voice of the Lord God, 
walking in the garden in the cool of tlie day ; and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord (irod, amongst the trees of the gar- 
den.” We need not pursue the history to its melancholy close. It is but to 
look on the sorrow, and the vice, and the want, and the disease, and the death, 
which are -around us and within us ; it is but to hoar of “ wars, and rumours 
of wars, of famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence it is but to fol- 
low the funeral procession, and behold a brother or a sister laid in the earth, 
that the body may be resolved into the elements, to know what were the 
clFects of the fall. 

If we prosecute our inquiry a little further, we shall find other, though less 
extensive effects of this same want of foresight. We shall see a whole world 
covered with the waters of the flood, and its inhabitants swept away into an 
unexpected eternity ; we shall see cities great and mighty burnt up with fire from 
Heaven, so that “ their place could no more be found we shall see a people 
saved by great wonders, continually transgressing the law of the Lord, and 
continually suffering llis judgments, till they were at last scattered into every 
country under heaven — all because they would not watch, to see what God 
would say unto them, nor “ what they should answer when they were re- 
proved.” There was a prophet, who had been indeed inspired, whose miracles 
had been of the most awful character : the most hardened idolater trembled, 
and the very temjdes of Baal shook to their foundations at the name of Elijah ; 
yet he too distrusted the Most High ; he came to a cave, and lodged there 
from the face of Jezebel, whoso idolatrous priests ho had slain with the sword, 
wliosc god he had overthrown, and whose partisans he had put to confusion, 
by calling down fire from Heaven upon his own sacrifices. Little thought the 
mistrusting prophet, that to this his retirement would the Lord come and talk 
with him : “ But behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, and said unto 
liim. What doest thou here, Elijah ?” Elijah did not leave his own cause 
unpleaded, but he v^as made to fool how faithful was the God whom he had 
mistrusted — bow merciful were those providences which he had doubted. 

The words of Hubakkuk apply not only to persons, but to nations and to 
cbnrclies. He himself bad seen not a few changes, not a few calamities, occur 
to his own people. Judgments liad been disregarded, and warnings had been 
neglected ; and now, in the moments of inspiration, when the hidden counsels 
of tlie Most High were unveiled before the eye of His prophet, did the terrors 
of the future stalk in dread array : the banners of the Chaldeans floated on the 
air of Judea, the groans of famine arose from the beleaguered city of Zion, and 
the angel of death unsheathed his glittering sword, to visit upon the people of 
the Lord their manifold imftdthfulness. Such were the visions of the prophet ; 
and while he beheld in the Spirit the coming of a bitter and hasty nation, to 
possess the dwelling places that were not theirs — while he heard the prancing 
of their horses that were “ swifter than leopards,” he poured out his soul 
before the Lord, and remembering the idolatry of the Chaldeans exclaimed — 
“ Why boldest Thou Thy tongue, when the wicked devoureth the man that is 
more righteous than he ?” But a little reflection brought back to his mind, 
that he had himself complained of the iniquity of the land, of the spoiling, and 
the violence, and the unjust judgment, and that surely those who had been 
especially favoured of the Lord were more justly visited with His displeasure 
than tliose who had been left to be light unto themselves. Standing as he did 
upon his watch, and setting himself upon his tower, he saw how little bis 
“ brethren according to the flesh” would have to plead, in the day when they 
were reproved of the Lord ; and he cried with zeal and much feeling — “Behold, 
his soul which is lifted up, is not upright in him ; but the just shall live by 
faitli.” It was one of the peculiar faults of that people, to imagine that they 
as a nation did most certainly serve and honour God ; the wickedness of indi- 
viduals was, they deemed, foreign to the subject, and their national deficien- 
cies and continual lapses they forgot. Their occasional outbreaks of zeal, the 
periods of excitement, wJicn tlie i^rofessioii of religion agreed with their violent 
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passions^ stood alone in their remembrance ; and priding themselves, as did 
Jehu, in what, with the same error, they called their zeal for the Lord, they 
fancied that the Eternal was indebted to then^ and bound to protect and pros- 
per their undertakings. Thus were they lifted up, but not upright; and 
though reminded that “ the just should live by faith,” and depend on the 
undeserved mercy of God, they still cherished their mistake, and He punished 
them by depriving them of all they most valued, of empire and wealth ; and 
oh 1 worse than aJl those, of the services of the temple. 

The princes and people of the Chaldeans were placed in a peculiarly favour- 
able situation for cultivating the favour of the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar, one of 
the greatest sovereigns that ever lived, had been, by a series of the most asto- 
nishing miracles, wrought both in his presence and on his person brought to a 
knowledge of the truth, and, so far as we can collect, died in the favour of God. 
lie had continually about him some of tlie holiest of men. He and his court, 
and, we may believe, the greater part of his ^ople, were aware of those won- 
ders which God had wrought in Egypt ; and in the hands of that great Being, 
they had been the means of punisliing this wavering and irreligious people. 
Yet with all these advantages, both princes and people, after the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar, went on in a blind career of impiety and idolatry, till the 
Divine patience was exhausted, and the anger of the Lord fell on the haughty 
Babylon. Scarce twenty years had elapsed since that great monarch, who 
turned to God, had been laid in the tomb ; but how changed was all in the im- 
perial city ! There was indeed the feasting and the splendour ; the sounds of 
mirth and revelry rang through many a stately hall ; but the praises offered 
were to the gods of wood and stone, of gold and silver, of brass and iron. The 
vessels of the temple were profaned by the ribald merriment of unhallowed 
orgies, and the scveu-branclied candlestick shed its flood of light over the ido- 
latrous assembly. ** But in the same hour came forth Angers of a man’s hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick, upon the plalster of the wall upon the 
king’s palace ; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.” The hour 
of reproof was come. In the characters, whose insufferable brilliancy dazzled 
the eyes and daunted the heart of Belshazzar, the forgotten Daniel read the 
blazing sentence of his fall. No preparation had been made for that- awful 
inomcut ; and in that night was Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, slain, 
and Darius the Median took the kingdom. The example thus handed down 
was not observed; the empire of the Medes and Persians, of the Greeks and 
Romans, inherited successfully the awful memento, and alike disregarded it. 
In the day of their power the earth and the sea were theirs, and wheresoever 
men were found, there were their subjects. Now, the very relics of their gran- 
deur are in ruins, and except in the mind of the scholar, the remembrance of 
them is passing away from the earth. They did not stand upon their watch, 
and set them upon the tower, and watch to see what the Lord would say unto 
them, or “ what they should answer when they were reproved” of Him. 

The mercy of Heaven has placed our favoured country upon that proud emi- 
nence on which those mighty empires stood ; and though many and heavy 
judgments have been inflicted upon her, and though from some of them she is 
scarcely yet recovered, still she wields a moral power incalculably greater than 
they ever wielded, and is set up for purposes more awfully important than 
tliey had to execute. It is our duty to pray and to strive, that as a nation wc 
may take the warning thus given us, and prepare for the day of our visitation, 
that “ we may answer when we are reproved.” 

Churches too, as well as nations, have cause to look to the reproof of the 
Lord, and so to order their conduct and discipline as to be ready in the day of 
His coming. **’ Behold, 1 come quickly,” said the Lord to tlie apostle Bt, John, 
with reference to the church at Ephesus, **and I will take thy candlestick out of 
his place, except thou repent.” There are many ways in which the Lord may 
be said to reprove His church — by persecution, by permitting the corruption 
of doctrine, the relaxation of discipline, the prevalence of schism, the interfer- 
oticc of them that are without ; and though He has said that against His 
catholic and apostolic church, which is founded upon the Rock, even Christ 
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Jesus, “the gates olt hell shall not prevail,” still He has neither promised nor 
intended that Uis church should be free from trials, dangers, aud temptations. 
I’artly to try who are His, and partly to make a palpable disthiction between 
the visible and invisible church, the powers of Evil have been permitted from 
lime to time to make terrible inroads, to raise a storm whose clouds have 
shrouded the battlements, and whose waves have lashed the foundations of the 
yet unharmed and unshaken church. 

Let us, then, look at those reproofs which have been in past ages admi- 
nistered to her, and gather from the temporal judgments which fell upon her 
from their neglect, the duty of watchfulness on our own part. We sliall not 
now speak of the sulferings of the apostles and their immediate descendants, 
because they were called to a career of persecution and despite. They lived 
as the scorn and “ oflscouring of all things and when they were removed 
from an earth that was not worthy of their presence, they entered upon the 
rest of their Lord. Yes 1 “ in all things” they were “ more than conquerors 
and when We speak of judgments upon the church, we must not mention 
those merely worldly afflictions which hurried the martyrs of her earliest ages 
into the presence of their approving Master. But when the Gospel was 
known and appealed to in the courts of princes, when the descendants of the 
Caesars acknowledged themselves to be the vicegerents of a higher and more 
awful monarch, then were there duties imposed upon the church which were 
previously unknown, duties which she must cither fearlessly and uncompro- 
misingly perform, or stand away from the path of her known duty, and 
remain unprepared when tlic day of repyoof shouid come. And how was 
this season of prosperity employed ? Was it in spreading the Gospel among 
the heathen, in sounding the promises and the terrors of her pure and holy 
code into imperial ears ? Was it in combatting the temptations to ease, and 
slothfulness, and worldly pomp ; in lengthening the cords and strengthening 
the stakes of the tabernacle ? Alas ! no. It was consumed in luxury and 
splendour ; in relaxation of discipline and in a gradually increasing conformity 
with the spirit of the world. These, wliich were in themselves visitations of 
Divine wrath, were, however, not all the punishment that the lukewarm 
churcli received. Even the very doctrines of Christianity, (though there were 
some who kept fast His Word, and denied not the name of Him who bought 
them) — ^tlie very doctrines of Christianity became corrupted, and the poison of 
heresy flowed where the life-giving streams of the truth once prevailed. It 
would be a gloomy task, to tell you of those men, who in the pride of their 
own reason arraigned the revelations of the Most High, and framed schemes 
which they deemed better adapted to human necessities, and more in accord- 
ance with human philosophy, than the plans of God j to tell you of some 
who denied the divinity of our Lord, and of others who denied His humanity 
— of some who rejected the Old Testament, and some who curtailed the New. 
There was scarcely a system too impious, scarcely an hypothesis too absurd, 
to find followers in that day of general corruption. And can we think that 
such a state of opinions could comport with holiness of life ? Can we suppose, 
when men are amending the revelations of God’s truth, that they are lUtely 
lo be very scrupulous in obeying His Word ?’ That w as, therefore, a period not 
only of mucih error and much unsteadiness of belief, but also of much laxity of 
principle and much carelessness of conduct. Such persons as are anxious to 
be wiser than others, “ wise above that which is written,” in matters of 
belief, who set up their own private interpretations of Scripture, and esteem 
themselves too enlightened to follow the fathers and the authority of the 
church, will generally be found too enlightened to bow with much reverence to 
the precepts of the moral law. But during these ages, God had not forgotten 
to reserve some who had not bowed the knee unto Baal. Here and there, 
amidst the desert of the world, was some green spot where the pure Gospel 
flourished, and an apostolic constitution prevailed ; and though the church of 
Rome became even more corrupted than the churches of the East, still even 
within her own bosom did she nourish some, who, while they acknowledged 
the apostolicity of her constitution, and thaidked God for the good of which 
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she had been the instrument, “ contended earnestly for the faith that was 
once delivered to the saints.” The warnings which, like the approaches of old 
age — the fading eye, the ffiiling ear, the decreasing strength, and the sinking 
energy — give token to man of a coming change, had passed unheeded by the 
eastern church ; her doctrine had gradually become corrupt, and her 
disciidine lax — her clergy slothful, and her laity careless ; but she still delayed 
“ standing upon her watch, and setting herself upon the tower, to watch 
what the Lord would say unto her, and what she should answer when she 
was reproved of Him.” Plundreds of years passed aw'ay in this state of 
criminal indifference, till the day of retribution came ; the follow^ers of the 
false prophet possessed the dwellings that were not theirs ; and the crescent 
flamed above walls built for the worship of Jesus. In times not long after 
land after land was rent from the communion of the Koman church, till at 
lengtli, stripped of her authority, and for a time divested of her power, she 
was left “ as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, like a Ixisieged city.” 

Meditating on these things, let us turn our attention to our own church ; 
and here, with much to be thankful for, we shall find no small inducement to 
“ watch.” The spirit of the Gospel is awake in her ; she is i)ow'erfully and 
steadily aiding the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and never was there a time when 
so much singleness of purpose, such zeal, such energy, and such careful 
preparation was displayed as there is now by our holy apostolic church. But 
yet, if there be any truth in the warnings of the Lord, He has “ somewhat 
against us and well will it be for us, if wc prepare for the day of rebuke, 
and repent and do our* first worics.” The reproofs which our church has 
had, and still is receiving, consist not in outward persecution, though there 
are those who cry, “ Rase it, rase it, even to the ground not in corruiitiou 
of doctrine, Cor she still “ holds fast the truth not in sloth and luxury, for 
she has girded on the sword, and is warring against the evil one ; but in the 
prevalence of heresy and schism, the relaxation of discipline, and the inter- 
ference of those who are without. Can we look on the numbers of what are 
called denominations of Christians, mark the trifles upon whicli they separate, 
and notice the bitter feeling with which they regard one another, — can 
we perceive the more than semi-infidel, who “denies the Lord who bought 
hin\,” banded with the open despiser of religion, and the too supersti- 
tious Romanist, against the church, and not feel that something is wrong in 
our spiritual condition ? Can we look on the small number of our commu- 
nicants, our half filled churches, and the complacency with which those who 
neglect the ordinances of religion are regarded, and not feel that there is just 
cause of rebuke from Him who by His holy apostle declared — “ And if he 
regard not the church, let him be to thee as an heathen man and a publican 
and again — “ With such hold no fellowship ; no, not even to eat ?” Once 
more, can we remark the efforts made by many to imi)ede the usefulness, 
cripple the exertions, degrade the dignity, and expedite the fall of our church, 
and all this imder the pretence of aiding and forwarding her plans, without 
seeing cause to “ watch, and consider what we shall say unto the Lord, when 
vre are reproved of Him ?” The church of Ephesus was an apostolic church, 
but her temples are in ruins ; the church of Constantinople was an ai)ostolic 
church, but the Turkish mosque stands where once her shrines lifted their 
* marble foreheads ; the church of Rome was an apostolic church, but “ how is 
the fine gold become dim I” And who shall say what vials of wrath shall not 
be poured out on the church of England, if she does not watch and pray ? 
O Thou, in whose hands are the hearts of all men ! we know that Thy people 
shall ever be precious in Thy sight ; we know that the edifice which Thou 
hast founded on Christ Jesus, and builded up out of all nations, and lan- 
guages, and tongues, shall be gloriously completed ; we know that the mag- 
nifieont proportions of this great temple to Thy honour shall be duly observed, 
and “ the last topmost stone shall be brought on with shouting, and cries of 
Gracti, grace.” This, O Lord ! we know ; but we pray that Thy church in 
thcac lands may be preserved, to make a part in that great temple, and that 
wet her members, may be among the living stones in that building. 
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To conclude : let us consider tlie words of our text, as applying to indivi- 
duals ; for if all are i)artakers of chastisement, surely, all are partakers of 
reproof. It may come to us in the silent march of time, and sweej) from our 
side into eternity one and another of those whom we have loved, till we are 
compelled to finish our weary pilgrimage in loneliness, and look forward with 
an earnest longing to immortality, as to a joyful meeting ; it may come to us 
in the slowly pacing hours of affliction, when, borne down with sorrow and 
8i(^kness, we feel inclined to say with the royal preacher — “ Surely all is vanity 
and vexation of spirit it may come to us in the tumult of worldly distress, 
when the walls which we had built up for our defence are carried away by the 
waves of God’s providence : when we find that we have been trusting to “ broken 
cisterns tliat can hold no water.” In seasons such as these, it is our duty to 
listen attentively, for in every event there is, if we will but hear it, a voice from 
the Lord, speaking of eternad things. It ^eaks to us of the uncicrtainty of 
every earthly good ; it reminds us of the days wlKjrein we shall say, “ wq. have 
no pleasure in them and then, lest we should be too much cast down and dis- 
pirited with the melancholy truth, it sharpens our sight, till we can discern 
through the valley of the shadow of death, the gates of the New Jerusalem, 
blazing with gems, and leading into golden streets — ^points out our own title to 
the blessed inheritance, and urges us onward in our career. 

Should we not listen with trust, as well as with attention, to a voice like 
this? Often will it come to us, when, in silence and in solitude, we open the 
oracles of God, and seek in prayer directions from His Holy Spirit. Oh ! 
these are times, when the world and the things of this ^^Id will vanish from 
before the face of the Christian — when heaven and earth will appear in their 
true light, and invested with their real value ; and who that can enjoy that 
inward calm produced by the Gospel, that peace that witnesseth our accept- 
ance with God, would place his affections on the perishing things of this 
world ? But humility, as well as attention and trust, is necessary in listening 
to the reproof of the Lord. What are wo, that the lK)rd of the whole earth 
should take account of us ? His reproofs are for our good, unworthy as we 
are, and are intended to lead us, through “ a light affliction that is but for a 
moment,” to “ a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

Nor should it escape our thoughts that the Lord “ will not always strive” 
with us ; there will come a time when His reproofs will cease, for “ there is 
no repentance in the grave,” but we must, after death, stand before Him again, 
and that at the judgment seat of Christ. Then, there will be no reproofs to 
the wicked, no longer any opportunity of amendment, but a certain destruction, 
the carrying out into execution of that “ fearful waiting for of fiery indigna- 
tion,” which those who die in their sins shall suffer, “ being reserved under 
chains of darkness to the coming of that day.” This is the end of broken 
commands and neglected reproofs. Let it not be the end with us. We may 
resolve, and by tlie aid of God’s Holy Spirit, execute our resolves of serving 
Him ; we may, before it be too late, “ stand upon our watch, and set us on 
our tower, and watch what the Lord will say unto us, and what wo shall 
answer when we are reproved of Him.” 
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The origin of property is generally treated as a subject introductory to 
that of the Poor Laws. It is not essential, however, that my views of the 
former should be correct. Writers in general think there was a sense of 
justice anterior to property ; but I think the contrary. Long before an indi- 
vidual has acquired a notion of the artificial distribution of property, there is 
not a stronger disposition than that of taking everything he comes into con- 
tact with, and of resenting any attempt to deprive him of it. This is seen in 
the infant, when its multiplied exactions are not complied with. Now this 
is anterior to the question of its right to what it covets. It is the part of 
justice to confer the latter, and to put a fence between the property of dif- 
ferent persons. If justice interpose, it is not to deprive a man of his pro- 
perty — though it may prevent its unrestrained accumulation. Tlie question 
of right never occurred to him ; it is justice which agitates that — not to 
throw all into a common possession, but to set bounds to the property of 
each ; and then his attachment is more concentrated than before on the part 
allotted to him. It is not to uproot the feeling of property, but to restrain it 
within' proper bounds ; and it ^comes all the stronger by being more defined. 
Writers on jurisprudence have put forth much unsatisfactory metaphysics on 
the subject, and think there was a sense of justice before there was a sense of 
property ; but I think this antedating is wrong. The feeling ot property is 
original, and that of justice corrects it. Justice does not put the sense of 
property into the head; hut it arbitrates between the notions of it which are 
in all heads. It does not teach those who thought they had nothing what is 
their ottm ; but it teaches those who thought they had all, what they should 
concede to o^r men. It does not teach them to lay hands on that to which 
they thought they had not a right, but it defines what that is, to which they 
have a right. It is a restrictive, not a dispensative power. It limits those who 
would grasp and appropriate all to themselves. 

On the origin of property, therefore, I shall not bewilder you with a subtle 
jurisprudence. It is not by a refined notion that men arrive at it ; nor is it 
posterior^ but anterior to a sense of justice. The infant feels that what it 
grasps is its own, as much as its fingers are its own ; and that what it sees 
is its own, as much as its eyes are its own. By subsequent education, it per- 
ceives what in nature is different from itself ; and by moral education, what 
is different from its own. This education does not put the idea of property 
into the child’s head, but it takes much out of it. 

The tendency in an individual to appropriate all within his reach, takes a 
special direction to some things more than to others ; namely to those things 
which he sees, and is in contact with ; especially if they have been enjoyed a 
long time. It strengthens prodigiously by possession ; and we cannot analyse 
it, any more than the love of children, into anything simpler. And it may 
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he ns independent of justicxj. If a man regards a tiling as his own, he cleai’cs 
and clings to it in the same proportion as he allows projierty in another. 
Tie experienoos a kindred feeling ; he stands on the same ground, and feels 
the same association between the owner and his property. In proi)ortion to 
his own adhesion, does he recognise adhesion in another; and in proportion 
to the strength of tlie appropriation, is the distinction l>ctwecn what is his, 
and what is another man’s. A sense of justice is evolved in comparing myself 
with another; of which comparison infants and brute animals are incapable. 
If the anterior tendency be to consider it mine, because it is possessed by 
it is a subsequent feeling to consider it because it is possessed by /n?n. 
In proportion to a man’s demand that bis own inclination should be deferred 
to, docs he feel the inclination of another should be deferred to. If I were 
to land on an island before undiscovered, and were to mark out a part as my 
own, while another did the same ; the tcmacity which rivetted me to my por- 
tion, would he the same as the tenacity which rivetted him to his portion ; 
and I should judge of his feeling by my own. If each were to sit more loosely 
by his owm, he wouUl regard that of another more laxly ; but he enters into 
tlie other’s feelings, and thus each is saved from the encroachment of cacli. 
It is well that he should feel strongly his own right of property ; for with the 
same strength will lie feel his neighbmir\s right of property. This is a 
powerful instrument of justice to work by ; and wc should not destroy, but 
coniine it within proper bounds. The sense of property attaches us to our 
own ; the sense of justice leads us to respect that of others. If I resist 
eiKToachmcnt against my own property, I do the same for that of my neigh- 
bour ; and in proportion to the strength of my own attachment, I feel the 
justice of doing homage to his right. If I seize it with greater firmness on 
account of the law, my neighbour does the same. Justice does not rivet 
what, by the original law, was strong enough ; but leads a man to abstain 
from violence, in order that his neighbour may retain bis property. 

VVe are apt to think this sense of property has arisen from its usefulness ; 
but Clod has not left it to such a feeling. He has not left the taking of food 
to a sense of its usefulness, but has implanted hunger. We think what is 
true of the sentient is also true of the moral economy. The object is secured 
by special iiivStinctive affections. 

This may be well illustrated by the contests of young children, whenever 
there is a question about peculiar advantages. There is a progress in the 
sense of justice, and of property. The young child says, “ It is my chair !” — 
because ho. has just sat upon it. This shows on how slight a foundation the 
right of property may spring up ; and it is interesting to see how the usurper 
defers to the claim, according to his sense of justice. Suppose that the 
claimant had carried the chair to the fire, he would then he still more urgent 
in asserting his right to it ; and the plea that ho had carried it there, would 
be stronger than that he had sat upon it. It is the same with an uninhabited 
tract of land ; and the right is strengthened by each year’s labour bestowed 
upon it. Suppose the parent were to assign a chair to each child : it would 
give a right to each firmly invested little subject ; and in proportion to his 
feeling of that right, would be his sense of the right which the others had to 
the same possession. Justice does not implant the sense of property, for the 
infant has that already ; but it retains ana fixes it. 

I hold that Dr. Thomas Brown is sometimes right on this subject, but 
occasionally wrong. He says that justice presupposes a sense of property, 
and respects it ; hut this is not (though he says it is,) from obedience to the 
laws which have an evident tendency to the public good. We do not think 
of the public good at all. We have an appropriating feeling with respect to 
all that the law allows ; we are aware that others feel the same ; and a sense 
of justice, or equity, suggests that it would be as injurious for me to encroach 
on my neighbour, as for him to encroach on me. The law of the land shows 
its wisdom by quadrating its sanctions with those of natural law ; and when 
it does not do this, much inconvenience arises. Suppose that a child had 
long felt a particular chair to be his ; I should do wisely not to contradict 
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that feeling, but to add my sanction to it, by enacting that it should be his 
chair. 

Now I would illustrate the subject in this way. Each has an affection for his 
own offspring ; and this original attachment is strengthened by daily care. 
But he knows that another feels the same ; and by this reciprocation of sym- 
pathies, each has a fellow feeling for each other’s aflfections. You may say, 
this is strongly concentrated selfiskness ; but in proportion to its strength do 
you sympathise with the wounded affections of other men — as in the loss of 
a child. So far from generating a ravenous desire for another’s property, it 
induces a stronger sense of another’s right. You may say — “ The love of self 
is wrong.” But the standard of the moral law is, that you should “ love your 
neighbour as yourself” (Matthew xix. 19) ; and the more man loves him- 
self, the more will it be incumbent on him to love his neighbour — having a 
higher standard ; and therefore it^is good to graft on this feeling a love of 
j ustice. 

Justice will not allow me to deprive other men of their property without 
their consent ; and thus it is a principle more distinctly defined than gratitude 
or benevolence — owing to the distinct line which separates right from wrong. 
You may split the sum into a thousand parts, — even into farthings ; and yet 
to take one of the latter would be just as truly a fraud, as to take the whole ; 
nor can a man deviate one inch, without his neighbour’s feeling it, and without 
being conscious that his foot is on a forbidden territory. But in the case of 
generosity, the giving of a fartliing less would not be noticed. Hence justice 
is reckoned among the determinate virtues ; generosity, among the indciermi^ 
nate; and while occupied with this distinction, we may notice the difference 
between a duty of perfect and a duty of imperfect obligation. Its accuracy has 
been much questioned ; but it marks a useful distinction ; and we think, in 
opposition to 7)r. Brown, that it is sound and right. Justice is a virtue of 
perfect^ and benevolence is a virtue of imperfect ob%ation. The “ determi- 
nate” quadrate generally, with the “ perfect but they rest on different 
grounds. To an obligation on the one side, there may be a counterpart right 
on the other; and this is a virtue of perfect obligation. In another case there 
may be propriety and virtue in the usage ; — ^nay, a man may be a monster 
not to do it ; yet, as there is no right on the other side, it is a virtue of imper- 
fect obligation. Thus more enters into the distinction than its merely being 
determinate or not. There may be an obligation to be beneficent to a beggar ; 
but there is no right on his part. It may be right to forgive an offender ; yet 
he may have no right to be forgiven ; for if he had, there would be nothing to 
forgive. However antiquated and scholastic may be the language, therefore, 
the distinction itself is just and proper. 

It is not because the law says an estate is his, that the owner feels such to be 
the case. He felt it before. The largeness of the property is of no conse- 
quence ; — any more than the largeness of a family with regard to the affection 
of a father for his children. Each experiences the same feeling, and defers to 
it in another. The man of a thousand acres does not dispute the possession of 
the feeling by him who has only a hundred ; — anymore than the father of ten 
children disputes the affection of the father of one. Both in the case of pro- 
perty and of children, God has not left this attachment to the caprice of men ; 
but has implanted it, as an original feeling, in the breast each. 
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“ Neither let 2 /,.v tempt Chri.s% as some of them also tempted., and were destroyed of 
serpents ^' — 1 Corinthians x. 9. 

You will observe, that throughout the chapter from which our text is taken, 
the apostle has been referring to different parts in the history of the Israelites, 
and extracting from them warnings to the Corinthians to whom he was 
writing. In a verse succeding our text, he delivers this general decision in 
regard of the events to which he had alluded : — “ Now all these things hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples : and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come.” This at once establishes the 
typical character of the history of the Jews, and warrants our regarding their 
history as shadowing out and prefiguring that of the Christian. And this 
general truth it is, that the apostle illustrates in sundry particular instances, 
warning us by what befel the Israelites in consequence of certain sins, of the 
mportance that those sins should be carefully shunned. It is thus that he 
introduces our text. He wishes to warn the church against tempting God, and 
therefore he refers to a passage in the Jewish annals, in which the tempting of 
God provoked a fearful visitation. 

We will, therefore, apply ourselves at once to the topics of discourse suggested 
by these words. And these, we think, are three ; the first, the tempting of 
God, by the Israelites ; the second, how in tempting God, they could be said 
to tempt Christ ; the third and last, how we may imitate them in tempting, 
and what doom we must expect if we do. 

I. Now the apostle evidently refers to that very memorable portion of the 
history of the Israelites, where it is related how “ the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, so that great numbers of them died. ” It was in conse- 
quence of their manifesting extreme discontent, that God was provoked to the 
bringing on them this sore judgment. And this discontent was produced by 
several causes, for we read that “ the people were much discouraged because of 
the way,” and moreover, that they “ sp^e against God, and against Moses, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ? for 
there is no bread, neither is there any water ; and our soul loatheth this light 
bread.” They were disheartened, you see, by the constant difficulties which 
they had to encounter in making their way through the wilderness. There 
appears also to have been a suspension of that miraculous supply of water which 
liad long been vouchsafed ; and, besides, the mann.a had grown distasteful, so 

THE PirLPTT, VOL. 52. — No. 1,354. — Jl'LY 2‘J, 1«-17 i2 



54 


TEMJ’TTNC CIinigT. 


that, if there were a suttieiency of food, it Avas sucli as they would no longer 
relisli. As soon as they had broken out into fretful expressions on these 
several accounts, we read of God’s sending among them “ fiery serpents,” — no 
comment being offered on the crime which they had committed, cxct‘pt in the 
recorded punishment which it quickly provoked. But this must have been 
the crime to which St. Paul refers in our text, and which he calls the tempting 
of Christ ; for his subjoining “and wew- destroyed of serpents,” sufficiently 
defines the particular circumstance which he had in his thoughts. We know 
of no other occasion on which the Israelites were “ destroyed of serpents,” and 
we have, therefore, full warrant for concluding that the tempting of God, of 
which he accuses them, was hy and through that vehement discontent, of 
which we have just given you the inspired account. 

Here, then, comes the question as to the propriety of sajTfig that God was 
tempted by the murmurers, or as to the sense in which such an expression 
is used by the apostle. We know, that although “ God cannot be tempted with 
evil,” He may justly he said to be tetnpted, whensoever men, hy being dis- 
satisfied with His dealings, virtually ask that He will alter those dealings, and 
I)r()cecd in a way more congenial with their feelings. If you reflect a little, 
you can hcordly fail to perceive, that in a very strict sense, this and the like 
may be said to be a tempting of God. Sui)pose a man to be discontented witli 
the appointments of Providence *, suppose him to murmur and repine at what 
the Almighty allots him to do or to bear ; — is he not to be charged with pro- 
voking God to change His purposes ? and what is this if it be not “tempting” 
God — a striving to induce Him to swerve from His plans, though every one of 
those plans have been settled by infinite wisdom ? Or, again, if any one of us, 
notwithstanding multiplied proofs of the Divine lovingkindness, doubt or ques- 
tion whether God do indeed love him *, of what is he guilty, if not of tempting 
the Lord, seeing that ho solicits God to give additional evidence, as though 
there were deficiency, and challenges Him to fresh demonstrations of what He 
has already abundantly displayed ? This Avould bo called “ tempting” amongst 
men. If a child were to show by bis actions that he doubted or disbelieved 
the affection of his parents, he would be considered as thereby striving to 
extort from them fresh proofs of that affection, though they had already done 
as much as either in justice or in wisdom they ought to liave done ; this 
would be a clear tempting of them, and that too in the ordinary sense of the 
term. In short, unbelief of every kind and degree may be said to be a tenq)ting 
of God ; for not to believe on the evidence which He has seen fit to give, is to 
tempt Him to give more than lie has already given-~offering our possible 
assent, if proof were increased, as an inducement to IJim to go beyond what 
His wisdom has prescribed. 

And if in this and the like senses God may he tempted, what can be more truly 
said of the Israelites, than that they “ tenipted” God in the wilderness ? Was 
there ever a people for whom so mucli had been done, on Avhose behalf so many 
miracles had been wrought, or for whose protection there had been such signal 
diplays of Omnipotence ? Witness the plagues which had laid Egypt waste, 
because Pharaoh would not suffer them to depart from his land ; witness the 
•dividing of the Red Sea’s waters, that a passage might be made for their hosts, 
and destruction overwhelm their enemies ; witness the pillar of fire and of 
cloud, which mysteriously led them in their wanderings ; witness the bread 
which fell from heaven, to sustain them in the midst of the desert ; witness the 
water which had leapt from the rook, and tracked them as a sparkling river in all 
their dreary marches ; witness, moreover, the awful disclosures of Godhead, when 
with thunderings and withUghtnings the law was given from Sinai,and the nation 
brought into actual covenant with Jehovah. It would seem almost impossible, 
if it were not that the inspired history assures us of the fact, that a people 
so girt round with the presence of Deity, and so privileged with mani^- 
tations His favour, should have been perplexed by every fresh difilculty, 
terrified at every new trial, and disposed, not merely to distrust, but literally 
to reproach God, at the least appearance of danger ; and what is to be said of 
this their perpetual disposition to murmur and distrust, if not that it virtually 
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accused God of unfaithfulness, and challenged Him to do yet greater things, if 
He would liave His people confide in His protection ? Every expression of fear, 
every syllable of repining, involved an impeachment of His dealings, and 
virtually told Him that His promises were not to be relied upon, however 
solemnly made, and however heretofore steadily accomplished. In shrinking 
or murmuring at every peril or hardsliip, the Jews made light of all past inter- 
ferences, practically denying that their deliverance out of Egypt, or the supplies 
of miraculous sustenance gave evidence of the guardianship of an almighty 
Protector. And was not this a high crime, one which well deserved such a 
judgment as that of the “ fiery serpents ?” Indeed, men and brethren, wc are, 
perhaps, not accustomed to think of unbelief or murmuring as nothing less 
than a tempting If the Lord, and therefore we fail to attach to it a common 
and just degree of heinousness. It is so natural in us to be discontented 
whenever God’s dealings are not just what we like, to be impatient and fretful 
under every new cross, that we are scarcely conscious of commiting a sin, and 
much less one more than usually aggravated. Yet we cannot be dissatisfied 
with God’s dealings, and not he verily guilty of tempting God. Yes, of tempting 
God ! It seems a harsh definition of a slight, and scarcely avoidable fault ; 
but nevertheless it is a true definition. You cannot distrust God, and not 
accuse Him of a want either of power or of goodness ; you cannot repine — no, 
not eveu in thought — without virtually telling Him that His plans are not the 
best, nor His disjiensations the wisest, which might have b^n appointed in 
respect of yourselves. So that your fear, or your despondency, or 3mur anxiety, 
in circumstances of perplexity, or of peril, is nothing less than a call upon God 
to depart from His fixed course — suspicion, or rather an assertion, that He 
might proceed in a manner more worthy of Himself, and therefore a challenge 
to Him to alter His dealings, if He would prove that He possesses the attributes 
which He claims. You may not intend thus to accuse, or provoke God, when* 
ever you murmur ; but your murmuring does all this, and cannot fail to do it 
You cannot be dissatisfied, without virtually saying that God might order 
things better ; you cannot say that He might order things better, without 
virtually demanding that He change His course of acting, and give other proofs 
of His infinite perfections. And thus you tempt Him, tempt Ilim even as did 
the Israelites in the wilderness. It is^a great sin which you may thus almost 
inadvertently commit ; for by tempting God, according to the definition we 
have given to the words, and in the modes which we have marked out, not 
only is it very possible, but it is even common, to throw doubt on the attri- 
butes of the Most High — to threaten to deny them, unless exhibited in a manner 
more pleasing to ourselves. Let us he warned by the fate of the Israelites, to 
struggle against every kind and degree of discontent and unbelief ; and amid 
all the difficulties we may have to encounter, to hold fast the truth, that 
God is faithful to His word, and does all things for the best ; for, though we 
may not proceed to the same lengths as the people of Israel, we may display 
the very same temper — a temper which must break forth into equal exoess, 
were we exposed to equal trial. And foratouch as it is at the heart that 
God looks, He may consider Himself as much tempted by the secret doubts 
and silent misgivings — to say nothing of open discontent — ashy the reproaches 
and uphraidings and denials of those who provoked Him, and perished in the 
wilderness ; and therefore may it come to pass, that He may he at length 
moved to the bringing upon us, as upon the murmurers of old, fearful proofs 
of His righteous indignation ; and we may fall beneath His vengeance, through 
not hearkening to the admonition given to His once faithful people— “ Neither 
let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of 
serpents.” 

II. But we must now proceed tonotic^ what must all along have struck you as 
a great pe^arity in the text, that it it Christ, and hot God, whom the Israel- 
ites are said to have tempted. The apostle is speaking of events which occurred 
long before the incarnation, when God had not been manifested in the fiesh, 
and the mysteries of redemption were shadowed only in-prophecy and in type. 
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You never read, distinctly and by name, of Christ in the Old Testament, 
though there are unnumbered passages in which, now that they can be read by 
the light of the New, you find Him who was to be born “ in the fulness of 
time” — that “ seed of the woman” promised so soon as man had transgressed, 
though not to enter upon His mediatorial work, till after along period of intro- 
ducitory dispensation. And it seems to us, that unless you fully admit the 
divinity of the Kcdcemcr, and therefore His pre-existence as a Person of the 
Godhead, it will be impossible to oficr any satisfactory account of His having 
been tempted centuries before He appeared upon earth. Wc see not how, by 
kny figure or license of speech, a Being who had then no being, who did not 
begin to be till many ages after, could be spoken of as tempted by those mur- 
murings of the Israelites which caused the plague of the nery serpents. He 
must have existed at the time of the murmuring, and the murmuring must 
have been directed against Him ; otherwise it could not, we think, be in an^'^ 
sense true that He had been tempted by the discontented Israelites. And not 
only does this assertion of St. Paul go to the establishing the pre-existence of 
Christ ; it goes also to the establishing His actual IMvinity ; for it was 
“ against the Lord” that “ the people murmured” — “ against the Lord and 
against Moses and unless, therefore, Christ is the Lord, with what truth 
can it be affirmed, that they murmured against Christ ? There is a yet more 
remarkable instance in the epistle to the Hebrews, of this speaking of the exist- 
ence of Christ, long before He was bom in Bethlehem of Judea. We will refer 
to it for a few moments, as it may help us to illustrate the statement of the 
text. We allude to what is said of Moses, that “ he esteemed the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt ;” “ the reproach of 
Christ,” or, as it may more strictly be rendered, “ reproach for Christ,” 
reproach on account of Christ. 

Now we are quite free to own, that at first sight it is almost startling thus 
to read of Christ in a record of distant days, and to find that a God-fearing 
man, exposed to persecution, at a period when as yet there was no explicit 
revelation of a Saviour, could be said, just as it could be said had lie lived in 
our own age of the world, to have borne that Saviour’s “ reproach.” With 
what justice can it be affirmed, whatever the reproaches which fell upon 
Moses, that he >tas reproached for, or ^n account of, Christ, living, as this 
leader did, when the world around him must have been ignorant of the very 
name of the Redeemer ? How can it hold good, fierce as may have been the 
calumny which his conduct provoked, that it was hatred to the Redeemer 
which animated his revilers ? Of course we cannot go at length into all the 
answers which might be given to these questions ; but there is one reason to 
which, because equally holding good in the case of our text, we would direct 
your most earnest attention. We know, that since the fall of man, there has 
been going forward upon this earth a mighty contest between evil and good. 
We are ignorant ^whether there be any other arena in the universe, on which 
meet the powers of light and darkness, and measure their strength ; but that 
our world is a battle-field where Satan carries on his war against God, — we 
are as certain of this as if it were attested by our bodily senses. And we may 
yet further be certain, that apostate angels had from the beginning one defi-* 
nite object of assault, and that, wasting not their energies m vague, vain, and 
desultory efforts, they concentrated their might against the Anointed of the 
Lord. We should think, so soon as the acute and subtle serpent had heard 
that the seed of the woman should bruise his head, that if man extracted con- 
solation from this first mention of the Redeemer, the devil would derive infor- 
mation as to the object against which all his efforts should be turned. We 
cannot well question, that, informed as Satan was, immediately after his suc- 
cess over our first parents, that a Man should arise to repair the breach in 
creation, all his after plans would have reference to this promised Deliverer, 
and that the whole of his strength and intelligence would be given to an 
attempted frustration of God’s scheme for restoring the follen. We consider 
it, therefore, as a statement which will bear the most rigorous test, that ever 
after man apostatised, Christ was the grand object of the devil’s attack. He 
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lull] BO far prevailed as to have effected the ruin of this creation, and all that 
DOW remained was to prevent its restoration. He had nothing, therefore, 
further to do with an assault upon man ; man, in all his generations, had 
become hopelessly his prey j his only concern was to prevent interference 
with his conquest, and therefore his object would be to wrestle with 
the Being who should arise as man’s advocate. Hence, from the 
moment of his victory over the first Adam, he brought to bear all his 
fury upon the second Adam; and when he beheld the selection of a 
family, and perceived the travelling down of the promise from Abraham to 
his children, he might have learned, that if he would defeat the promised 
Deliverer, he must overthrow ancl keei) under the chosen Israelites. Hence- 
forward, therefore, he fought against Christ, by fighting against the Israelites. 
He spared no pains to root out and sweep away the nation w’hich was to give 
birth to the Redeemer, and to bring about such a state of things that God 
miglit be provoked to abandon the purpose which He had long since 
announced ; but whether it be in weaving a temporal calamity to the 
Israelites, or in moving them to rebellion and idolatry, the object at which his 
shafts were aimed was th« promised “ seed of the woman,” and the blow was 
intended for Christ, when it descended upon those “ of whom, as concerning 
the fiesli, Christ came.” And if this be a correct account of the machinations 
of the evil one, then we must conclude that Christ was persecuted in the per- 
secution of Moses, and tempted through the murmuring of tlie Israelites. 
“ The reproaches” wliicli fell upon Moses, were virtually designed and directed 
against Christ ; Christ was the reiU object of the devil’s hostility, and Moses 
was assailed only because he served as aft instrument in God’s hand for pre- 
paring Christ’s way. We very much wish to press home upon you this view 
of the matter, for it is perhaps, after all, the most important which can be 
presented. 1 know not, when I look out on the splendid retinue of worlds, 
woven like a diadem over the forehead of lleity, whether there be one in 
all the brilliant assemblage whose surface has been polluted by the foot of the 
enemy ; I know indeed, that notwithstanding the deep stillness attending the 
march of every star, there may possibly be discord and tumult in every one of 
its circles — for if it were in God’s immediate presence that the first rebellion 
arose, wliat spot can be pronounced too holy or too lovely to have harboured 
a traitor against the Most Higli ? It may be, then, that Hatan and his angels 
have seduced other worlds from their loyalty — it may be, that the harps, from 
which sweep nothing but the melody of the Creator’s praise, may be out of tune 
in other worlds as well as in our own, and that there is withheld, in other regions 
of the universe, that antliem which should roll unbroken from every sphere and 
every tongue ; but at least we know of one broken string — at least we know 
»)f one province of God’s empire, in which apostate angels have M'on themselves 
a f(K)ting, and where there goes forward, day by day and moment by moment, 
a high contest between evil and good. And what we wish especially imprinted 
upon your minds is, that as from the very beginning Satan ftas been the great 
champion of evil, so has Christ been /;he great champion of good. We wish 
yon to observe, that as man, so soon as lie had fallen, was taught to expect an 
advocate, so was Satan taught to expect an antagonist. And it was not with man 
that he afterwards fought ; the instant he had vanquished Adam, he began to 
fight with Christ. If no Christ had been promised to man, and threatened to 
Satan, Satan might have left the world to itself, secure that by no other inter- 
ference, and by no struggle of its own, could it be wrenched from his supre- 
macy ; but he had heard of “ the seed of the woman,” — enough of redemption 
had been disclosed to alarm him for his conquest ; and therefore did he com- 
bine all the intelligence and all the sinew of his apostate company on the one 
work of opposing Christ: Christ was to be opposed through Moses His type, 
both as a prophet and a leader ; and thus the little was with Christ, and “ the 
reproacli” was upon Christ ; so that if Moses had turned away recusantly from 
the path of duty, it would have been literally ‘*the reproach of Christ*' w hich 
he declined, whilst, on the other hand, embracing reproach as a precious and a 
blessed tiling, it was literally “ the reproach of Christ,” which he “ esteemed 
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greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.” And in like manner there might 
be Xas there was) great murmuring against Moses ; but this murmuring, so far 
as it was caused by the machinations of Satan for the injury of the Israelites, 
was nothing less than a murmuring against Christ. And when, over and 
above the fact of Christ’s essential Deity — a fact which requires us to suppose 
Him to have been present with the Israelites in all their wanderings, and for- 
saken by, them in all their apostacies — when we consider tliis Mediator as hav- 
ing been all along the object of Satanic attack, so that it was Christ only whom 
fallen angels tempted, when stirring up a spirit of rebellion and discontent — 
you can have no difficult}’' in understanding why St. Paul associates the name 
of the liedeemer with the early Jewish story, or why, in founding an admoni- 
tion on the doom of those who murmured in the wUderness, he has thrown it 
into the very peculiar form— “ Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them 
abo tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.” 

III.. Having thus been brought to the speaking specially of the tempting of 
Christ, we have to examine, in the third place, how we may imitate the sin of 
the Israelites,, and what doom we must expect if we do. Now let it be 
observed at once, that if even the Israelites, favoured only with dim and 
figurative notices of a Mediator, could be charged with tempting Christ, and 
were exposed in consequence to the fierce wrath of God, far easier must it be 
for ourselves, on whom the clear light shincth, to commit the like sin, and 
more signal must be the vengeance which we ought to expect. We have 
already spoken at some length on the modes in which we may tempt God ; 
but it is now in His mediatorial, rather than in His divine capacity, that we 
wish to show you how Christ may be tempted. There is a great general 
similarity between the two cases, for in both the supreme Being is tempted, 
if we practically undervalue what He has done for us, throw scorn on the 
proofs which He has already given of His love, and thus virtually provoke 
Him to do more or give greater. Ah I men and brethren, this may be putting 
neglect of Christ and His Gospel under an unusual aspect, but prove to us, if 
you can, that it is not a just one. We aflftrm that by every refusal* to turn 
from your sins, and to seek that repentance and remission which Christ died to 
procure and lives to bestow, you are as literally guilty of tempting Christ as 
were the Israelites in the desert, when they provoked God by their repiiiings 
and unbelief. The Israelites virtually said that God had not done 
enough for them — that He must do greater things still, ere they would 
give Him their allegiance, their confidence, their love ; and is not tliis pre- 
cisely what you also say to Christ, when you are not to be moved by all 
the mysteries of mercy. His incarnation. His passion, His death, His 
intercession, to the giving heed to the Gospel and closing with its proffers ? 
Wherein lies the difference, if God be tempted when we are discontented 
with bis dealings, and thus show that unless He change His plans, we are not 
ready to confide iit His Word ? Surely Christ is tempted, when we are ne- 
glectful of His offers, and thus show that unless He make yet greater efforts, 
ile will not. succeed in winning us to His service. Undoubtedly we provoke, 
we challenge Him to do more, by putting contempt on what He has done ; and 
'this contempt we virtually, nay, we literally put, when we prove that what 
He has done is insufficient to overcome our unbelief. So that you tempt Christ 
every time you reject Him as your Saviour, every time He knocks at tho 
door of your heart, through the ministrations of the Word, and you give 
Him not admission; you tempt Him precisely in the sense in which tho 
Israelites tempted God — by practically denying that what has been done on 
your behalf should bind you to His service, and thereby practically demanding 
that He interpose yet again, with miglitier tokens of supremacy and of com- 
passion. And how little had been done for the Israelites by God, in com- 
parison with what has been done by Christ Jesus for us I It was much that 
God had wrenched from the neck of a captive people the yoke of an oppressor 
— it was much that by plague and prodigy the Egyptians had been discom- 
fited ; but what is this to death vanquished, the grave rifled, and heaven 
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opened, by the conquests and triumphs of the Mediator ? God gave his people 
manna from heaven ; but what is this to Christ’s giving the true bread of His 
ov^n flesh, for the life of the world? The rock was smitten, and water 
gushed out ; but what is this to Christ’s having been pierced, that a fountain 
might be opened for all sin and uncleanness ? The tabernacle was set up, and 
Aaron, with the Urim and Thuramim on his breast, could intercede with 
God, and gain oracular response ; but what is this to our having a High Priest 
within the veil, ever living to plead, and having at His dispos^ all the gifts 
of the Spirit ? Ay, if it showed great hardness of heart, great ingratitude, 
great insensibility, great perverseness, that men who had seen waters turned 
into blood, and a sea divided, and food brought in profusion by the stretching 
forth of the rod of the lawgiver, should have been fretful and impatient and 
distrustful at every new trial, what is evidenced by our conduct, if we con- 
tinue the careless and the unbelieving — we before whose eyes Christ Jesus is 
evidently “ set forth crucified among us,” fastened to that cross on which 
(oh ! more potent than the rod of Moses !) were nailed principalities and 
powers, before which idolatry hath already shrunk and its yoke shall yet 
finally crumble into nothingness, that cioss which has only to viewed over 
a land, and moral darkness vanishes — over the grave, and the dust of ages is 
reanimated 1 I dare no longer parallel that tempting of God with whicli the 
Israelites may be charged, with that tempting of Christ of which numliers 
among ourselves are constantly guilty. It were to say that nothing more stu- 
pendous, nothing more glorious has been revealed unto us than was revealed 
in the peril which dismayed the Egyptians, or in the thunders which shook 
Mount Sinai to its base j it were to say'that a temporal deliverer and u tem- 
poral Canaan give as great evidence of the love of the Almighty towards men, 
and of infinite iiower being engaged in their succour, as redemption from ever- 
lasting death and “ an inheritance that fadeth not away.” Oh ! no ; there is 
sameness in the mode of temptation, but there is a vast diflerorice in the 
degree of guiltiness ; and if the Israelites were terribly visited, “ how,” then, 

“ shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?” 

And fiery serpents swarmed amongst the murmurers. It was a strange, 
but very significant punishment. The serpent had been the first tempter, 
and ever after might be regarded as tlie emblem of Satan. What, then, was 
taught, when by tempting God the Israelites brought the serpents uptm them, 
if not that to distrust God is to give oneself up to the power of the evil one, 
and that the moment Ave cease to have coufldeuce in our heavenly Father, and 
dare to arraign the wisdom or the goodness of His dealings, we expose our- 
selves to the assaults of a malignant legion of spirits, that “ kept not their 
first estate,” and who are ever on the watch to do us evil and to sting us ? 
Wliat, moreover, was taught if, as we doubt not, the occurrence were typical, 
if our tempting of Christ were figured by that of the Israelites — what but 
that there is no alternative to our rejecting the Saviour but our being a prey 
to the devil? Tempt Him we may, but He will not be moVied to the doirvg 
more than He has done on our behalf ; nq new evidence shall be given of 
Christianity ; no fresh miracles shall he wrought to compel our assent ; no 
awful meteors, no burning pomp, no portentous voice, shall shame us into 
belief. Tempt Him we may, by withstanding His Spirit, and thus asking 
some extraordinary agency, to force us from otir sin ; tempt Him we may, by 
presuming on His long-suffering, and thus demanding that He permit us to 
continue yet a little while in our sins ; — ^but no new engine shall be brought 
to bear upon us, and the limits of His patience shall be placed by other attri- 
butes, and not by our desires. Tempt Him we may, and, nevertheless, He is 
not to be tempted ; we can commit the sin, but we cannot turn the sin to 
advantage. And what will follow from our continuing to tempt the Redeemer ? 
— (and thou dost tempt Him, nian of pleasure ! who hast no care for the soul 
which He purchased with His blood ; thou dost tempt Him, man of business I 
who wouldst defer providing for eternity till thou hast made a larger provi- 
sion for time ; thou dost tempt Him, self-righteous man ! who tliinkest thou 
caiist add something to His all-perfect merits ;) — what^ will follow from our 
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continuing to tempt the Redeemer, except that the serpents oi fire will be upon 
us ? We shall be given over to our own depraved lusts, and those malignant 
spirits, which have always been lurking as adders in our path, or hovering 
around us, to stir up our evil passions, shall seize upon us as their lawful 
victims, and fill our veins with that burning poison, for which w'e may seek, 
but never find an antidote through all eternity. We shrink from the expres- 
sion — “ serpents of fire.” “ Serpents” — ^maligning, insinuating, deadly things 
— the chosen shape in which the great Apollyon blighted Paradise, and 
destroyed our race : “ serpents of fire fire, which even the Almighty takes 
as His emblem, when He would declare Himself terrible. ** For our God is a 
consuming fire.” It is, we say, so fearful an expression, that the image might 
fill us with despair, if we had never heard of the brazen serpent, and never 
read that “ as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so has the 
Son of man been lifted up,” that ** whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” Here, however, is our refuge, here is our 
hope — we need not perish. “ Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of 
the earth,” are the gracious words which yet proceed from Him whom we 
have so long;^tempted, but who is still ready to “ blot out our transgressions 
as a cloud, and as a thick cloud our sins.” The dying Israelite turned his 
eyes towards the brazen serpent, and presently felt himself made whole. Oh ! 
dying sinner ! “ behold” thou “ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world.” Tempt Him no longer. Marvellous forbearance, that thou 
hast been suffered to tempt Him so long 1 Able to save thee, willing to save 
thee, wilt thou not allow Him to save thee ? 1 dare promise you pardon, I 
dare promise yon peace, I dare promise you a glorious immortality, if you 
will turn unto Him who died that you might live. The 6ery sword of the 
cherub shall no longer repel you from the tree of life ; serpents of fire shall 
have no power to harm you ; and the chariots of fire and the horses of fire 
shall at length convey you into the presence of the Lord God Almighty. 

Convey ^ou I Yes, but you would not go alone. Heaven is an ample place ; 
there is room for the old, there is room for the young ; and you would not go 
alone — I know you would not. I know your zeal for the instruction of the poor 
who are around you ; I know how you build and support schools ; and it will 
be enough for me to remind you that those schools now solicit your annual 
bounty, and require your most liberal contributions. Great things have been 
done in regard to the schools, since I had the charge of this district. I rejoice 
in their progress ; I rejoice to find your arrangements for the instruction of 
the poor better than I left them. You have raised far more commodious 
schools, and the expence of the erection may, I am told, be considered 
as defrayed. But the annual outgoings arc necessarily increased. What 
then ? You will increase your contributions ; more of you will become 
annual subscribers — for annual subscribers are the strength of an institution. 
You are not a people to provide room for more scholars, and then withhold the 
requisite funds, without which more scholars cannot be received. 

What, then, have I further to say, except once more to warn you, that ye 
tempt not Christ. Tempt Him not by practically denying or mistrusting His 
.Word, when He bids you “sujffer little children to come unto Him.” Alas ! 
the serpents are already upon these children, — “ born in sin, and shapen in 
iniquity.” But bring them to Christ ; teach them to know Christ, who hath 
trodden the “old serpent” under foot ; and they may grow up to wrestle 
with “ the world, the flesh, and the devil to be “more than conquerors to 
“ fight” with you “ the good fight of faith,” and to share with you the crown 
of immortality. 
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“ Iwr God .sent not His Son into the ivorld to condemn the world ; hnt that the 
world throuifh Him. miyht he saved. He that believeth on Him is not condemned ; 
hut he that helieveth not^ is condemned already^ because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God” — .John iii. 17, 18. 

1 HAVE already discoursed on the foregoing part of this text ; and the second 
clause of the eighteenth verse now claims our attention ; “ He that believeth 
not, is condemned already, because he hath not believed on the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.” 

We have already seen that the provisions of God’s mercy, in the Gospel of 
His dear Son, have been co-extensive with the necessity of man’s case ; that 
the purpose of God was to put salvation within the reach of whosoever would 
accept it ; that God has not dealt out mercy with a sparing hand, but has 
o^ned abundantly its vast treasury ; that there is not a guilty soul under the 
wide canopy of heaven, that may not (if he will) obtain salvation in Christ 
Jesus. And now the truth, the awful and weighty truth, which claims our 
attention, is that those who accept not, as God would have them accept, the 
provisions of His mercy, perish simply because they reject those provisions. 

Now in discussing this subject, dear brethren, relying on the teaching 
and guidance, and seeking the unction of God the Holy Ghost upon us, I 
vrould first lead you to consider, that every unbelieving soul is in a positive 
state of condemnation in the sight of God. Notwithstanding all the mercy 
that has been poured forth, notwithstanding the humiliation unto death of the 
Hord Jesus Christ, notwithstanding the f^ee publication of the Gospel of our 
common salvation, the unbelieving soul is under condemnation. “ He that 
believeth is not condemned j” “ he that believeth not, is condemned already.” 

This, dear brethren, is a very comprehensive statement. You observe, it 
does not affirm that the open profligate, that the hardened sinner, that the 
audacious subject of Satan alone is under condemnation — but “ he that be- 
lieveth not and “ whosoever” is the best exponent of the pronoun there : 
“ whosoever believeth not,” is under condemnation. This sounds like a hard 
saying to the moral and excellent of the earth, according to the estimate of 
man. It seems a hard saying to utter, and to force upon the attention of any 
whose lives are free from reproach, who fill their position in society with cre- 
dit, and meet the various claims of duty with moral integrity : it seems hard 
to tell them that with all thefr moral virtues in full play, yet while they do 
not “ believe the record which God hath given of His Son,” they are under 
condemnation. But the truth is, that with all their moral excellencies, they are 
aJicnaied from God. The stain of sin is upon them, .and their reconciliation 
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has not been effected. God has proposed the treaty ; they have not affixed 
their signature, nor given their assent to it. They are living according to the 
best form of “ the course of this world they are living in the most harmless 
manner they can live, “ without God in the world.” Their plans are under- 
taken, their pursuits are entered upon, their engagements are met, without 
any reference to God ; and so long as they can retain their position with credit 
among men, so long as they can receive the meed which they desire of human 
applause, so long as they can retain the character of being reproacbless indivi- 
duals, so long as they can receive the prize which men are wont to award to 
moral excellence, they are content. We do not complain, be it remembered — 
we rather thank God that they are not quite “ as other men are but still 
we hold fast to the words of our text — “ He that believeth not, is condemned 
already.” It does, we confess, dear brethren, sound like a hard and a harsh 
and a most illiberal saying ; but we must utter it — we dare not keep it back. 
Every man who accepts not God’s terms, remains before God in the natural 
state in which his birth, as a child of the fallen Adam, placed him ; and the 
result of this must be, if unremedied, the total loss and shipwreck of the soul, 
witli all its weight of eternal interests. 

We dwell not upon this subject ; we rather leave it before you, with all the 
simplicity of statement which you find about it in the text. We admit not of 
argumentation about it— we admit not the consideration of anything that 
should soften it down, and make it more palatable, to meet the inclinations and 
the feelings and the tendencies of the human mind : it is written with the 
finger of God, that “ he that believeth not, is condemned already.” The law’s 
claims, in reference to him, are unsatisfied ; the law’s penalties, in reference to 
him, are unmet ; the satisfaction of the Lord Jesus Christ, which is tendered 
for the benefit of all, up to the present moment, has not been availed of ; the 
gulf of separation, which lay between the unpardoned sinner and God, lies there 
still ; and access to God in any other way than that of faith in Christ Jesus, is 
utterly hopeless — it lies not within the range of possibility. Then, dear bre* 
thren, it follows, that unbelief is the master sin, which destroys the soul of man. 

And here it is very important that our statements should be most carefully 
and exactly made. ** All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” To what end? That we might, never 
bear it. With what ultimate, view ? That God might be glorified in the tri- 
umph of His grace over the guilty and rebellious nature of man. Then has 
Jesus borne my sins ? He has j and if the question were repeated by each indi- 
vidual now listening to these truths, our answer would be the same. The sin 
of the guiltiest being in this congregation was laid upon Jesus, simply that it 
might not rest upon the guilty sinner, and that God might therefore be glori- 
fied, in the individual salvation of each one of you. ** He that believeth not, is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed.” It is not said — * He is 
condemned already, because he is a sinner, because he has violated the whole 
law, because he has stood forth, with a traitor’s front, against the majesty of 
Jehovah it is not said — ‘ He is condemned already, because he has a corrupt 
nature, because in his first parent he has fallen, and because bis whole life has 
been the history of sad and daring hostilities against God but the word of 
rile text is — He is condemned already, because he hath not believed.” Dear 
brethren, the truth is this: all sin, of whatever kind, and characterised by 
whatever atro(nty, is susceptible of pardon ; moreover, pardon is freely ten- 
dered in the Gospel, through Jesus Christ, to every kind of sinner and to every 
kind of sin. Take that precious Word, which breaks like a light from heaven 
upon our fallen and guilty world, in the first chapter of the first epistle of John, 
where the apostle says, at the seventh verse — if we walk in the light, as Jesus 
is in the light”-*-or, in other words, if we walk in the truth, as Jesus is in the 
truth, and is the truth— “ we have fellowship one with another; and the blood 
erf Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” Were you to present 
before me the greatest accumulation of atrocious iniquity resting upon any 
one individual, witli an awakened conscience testifying to every item in the 
Waqk catalogue,— yet without hesitation, without a faltering lip, I would utter 
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to him for lus comfort — The blood of Jesus Christ is all-sufficient to deansc 
away every particle of the guilt that is upon your soul ; and so soon as the 
faith, which is of God’s giving, shall lay its hand upon the victim, upon ** the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world,” the guilt is removed, the penalty 
connected with sin is for ever set aside, the hindrances which kept the sinner 
from God are removed, the gulf of separation is filled up by the blood of the 
Lamb, and there is access with boldness and confidence, yet with humiliatioor 
into the very presence of God, as a God already reconciled, as a God in 
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.” Then, dear brethren, it follows, 
that while unbelief assumes and keeps the mastery of the heart, there is no 
forgiveness for it ; it is the great sin, which keeps other sins unpardoned—out 
of the reach of “ the blood which cleanseth and simply because it does so, it 
becomes the grand obstacle which lies between God reconciled^ and the sinner 
unsubdued. 

Unbelief becomes, then, in regard to God, as well as to the sinner, a fearful 
sin. It is a sin of great atrocity with regard to God, and the honour of God, 
while it is a sin pregnant with the most fearful danger, in reference (as we 
luive seen) to the sinner himself. Unbelief, dear brethren, is entirely contrary 
to the revealed will of God, to the commands of God, to the whole plan of God 
in reference to our salvation. It is as much a matter of command on the part 
of God, that we believe in Him whom He hath ^sent, as is any one of 
the commandments in the decalogue. I am as much bound to believe in Jesus, 
whom He has sent, as 1 am bound 'not to kill ; I am as much bound 
to believe in Him, as I am bound not to worship idols ; 1 am as much 
bound to believe in Him, as I am bound to cultivate the “ love,” which 
“ is the fulfilling of the law and I am as guilty in not believing in Him, as if 
1 broke the whole of the two tables. And if it were possible that I could pre- 
sent to God a continuous, an entire, an unbroken obedience to the whole deca- 
logue, yet so long as 1 remained guilty of the sin of unbelief, 1 should stand 
chargeable in His sight with the breach of tlxe whole law. Dear brethren, the 
believing of that wliich was not true concerning God was the cause of man’s 
fall ; the believing of the delusion of Satan, and the disbelieving of the truth 
of God, encompass man within those bonds which fetter and wliich bind him, 
and press him down (as it were) to tlie depths of perdition. 

Unbelief, then, opposes itself to the dijpiity of God. It makes its surmises 
against the truth of God ; it seems to build itself upon an unworthy supposi- 
tion, that all which God has reve.aled, in reference to our salvation, may not 
be true, or may not be true in reference to us. Let the same conduct be pur- 
sued on the ])art of a cliild towards its parent, or on the part of a subject to- 
wards his sovereign, and at once we see that the disbelieving child dishonours 
the parent, by the very suspicion which is implied in unbelief, and that the 
subject presents the idea of latent treason, as engendered by his unworthy 
suspicion of the sovereign. But not only so — the unbelief which acts upon 
the heart of man, till it is subdued, practically rejects all the full provisions of 
the Gospel — all the light, all the truth, all the wondrous medianism (so to 
speak), by which God has made His mercy known, and made it tell upon tlie 
population of this fallen earth. This unbelief, while it is master in the mind, 
stands up in resistance to the operations of that Spirit of God, which would 
first lead a sinner to the mirror of God’s Word, where God, in all the tender- 
ness of His paternity, is reflected; and thus, while unbelief holds off the sinner 
from Christ, and the revelation He has given, all the provisions of the Gospel 
fail in their effect ; though “ mercy and truth have met together, and righte- 
ousness and peace have kissed each other” — though heaven and earth have met 
(as it were) in adjustment, in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ— yet all tlie 
penal consequences of sin remain, and nnbelief keeps the poor ^Ity sinner 
unshielded, a prey to every evil influence, a sad apostate and alien from the* 
family of God. 

Now unbelief, dear brethren, assumes three principal forms. 

There is the unbelief of infidelity, in the midst of proofe unanswerable.. 
With all the purblind impotency of this world’s wisdom, the infidel gazes (as* 
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it were), on the bright firmament of Divine truth, wliere the briglitness of God 
shines forth, like the stars of heaven ; but still he inquires — ‘ Where is (/od V 
In the depth he cannot find Him ; he gazes into the height, — He is not there ; 
into the length and the breadth, — but he sees not God. Though the living 
voice of God sounds in his ears ; though the glowing page sparkles with the 
lustre of God, and of God in Christ, when he gazes upon it ; though God has 
spoken of all things pertaining to His majesty, and glory, and mercy, and truth, 
that a creature can need to hear ; though God (as it were) has put His bow 
in the heavens, that the guiltiest sinner may gaze upon it in hope : yet he sees 
it not. God seems so far distant from him that he cannot contemplate Him, 
except under the idea of some vague abstraction — not as a God near at hand — 
not as a God “ about his path, and about his bed, and that spieth out all his ways” 
—not as a God arrayed witJi all a Father’s tenderness and compassion. No, he 
is a stranger to (rod ; and though God’s own light breaks upon him, though 
God’s own truth, like a well-spring of life, flows unto him, he is without God, 
and Ills heart and his intellect become daily more and more contracted within 
themselves ; and the greyheaded infidel becomes far more imprsicticable than 
the audacious young unbeliever, who first held his heart against God, and 
refused to open it to the sweet influence of Almighty grace. 

Then there is the infidelity of ignorance, amidst all the means of grace. Ah ! 
beloved, one of the most awful features of society in the present day is this — 
that means of grace abound ; the preached Word is boldly and faithfully and 
afTectionately jireached, none daring (thank God !) to hinder us, or make us 
afraid ; the written Word is circulated without restraint and without hindrance, 
so far as to nieet almost the whole amount of our home necessity ; and yet the 
great mass of all classes, not excepting any of the most elevated or the most 
humble — the great mass is yet unchristian, or merely nominally Christian, 
having a ** name to live,” but being positively dead in trespasses and in sins,” 
untaught and uninfluenced by Divine knowledge, altogetlier without a clear 
acquaintance with the object on which faith sliould rest, without any simple 
intelligence of the wondrous plan of redemption through Clirist Jesus. Not 
tiiat the name of Jesus is a strange name — not that it is a name without some 
idea corrpponding to it ; but they have no more intelligent idea of Jesus, in 
His relation to a sinner’s hopes, and to God’s mercy extended to sinners,, than is 
entertained of any heathen deity, of the basest mythology that the imagina- 
tion of man ever conceived. 

Then unbelief assumes another form : there is the unbelief, or infidelity, 
(for it comes to the same thing,) of self-righteousness and unconcern. And 
here we find a large class of the human family — men who when jidmonished 
on the subject of sin, when told that they are altogether at enmity with God, 
will tell us of the excellency of their hearts, of the rectitude of their intentions, 
of their great worth, of tlicir estimable qualities ; or at least, if they will not 
do this, they will say — * We are not worse than others ; why draw before us 
extreme views of the danger of sin ? Let us be content with moderation in 
these matters ; let us do as well as we can, and be as well as we can, and God is 
very merciful, and will not bring us to too strict an account.’ Ah ! sad delu- 
sion of Satan ! And yet millions receive it ; and when the tender is made to 
them of everlasting life in Christ Jesus, they feel not the want of it, they know 
not how precious it is ; they let the stream of life flow bright and sparkling 
by tbcm, and unbelief keeps the soul fruitless — a miserable abortion from 
everything except evil, in the sight of a heart-searching God. 

Dear brethren, under one or other of these forms of unbelief, we fear we 
must class a vast majority of the intelligent, thinking, and reflecting of the 
children of men ; and we dare not withdraw the statement of our text — “ He 
that believeth not, is condemned already, because he hath not believed.” For 
the truth is, that the provisions of mercy are to be received only through the 
actings of that simple faith which is of God’s giving ; and so long as unbelief 
usurps the possession of the heart, it cuts off all that provision of fulness which 
is in Christ Jesus, and leaves the leper with the leprosy of his sin, in all its 
loatlisonic reality, upon him, while the precious blood of cleansing lias been 
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and is day by day being tendered to him in vain. Ah! dear brethren, 
surely the extremity of tlio bitter pang, which a lost soul will experience, will 
be this — the consciousness that throughout the whole course of his life on earth, 
freedom from condemnation was offered to him by the free grace of God in 
Christ, announced in the written Word, and heralded and proclaimed in his 
ears by the faithful minister of the truth ; and that all the blessedness of hea- 
ven has been lost, and all the pangs of hell (as it were) rivetted in him, simply 
because he hath not believed the record that God hath given him of His Son. 
“ And this is the record,” be it remembered — (oh ! let it be taken into the heart, 
by simple faith) — “ this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life ; 
and this life is in His Son “ is in His Son,” for the guiltiest that hears me — 
“ is ill His Son,” for the purpose of a full efficacy when applied — is in His 
Son,” to be received by whosoever will.” “ This is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son, 
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath not life.” 

Then, dear brethren, whatever may be your sense of sin, whatever may 
have been, in each individual heart, the resistance which unbelief has hitherto 
made, oh ! think that at this moment, perhaps, interests of greater importance 
than ever were before, are at stake, and to-night, if not met, may be lost 
and forfeited for ever. Remember, “ there is no other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby they can be saved,” but only the name of the Lord 
Jesus } and it is faith in His name, which brings salvation to the soul. Oh ! 
let this not be trifled with : “ to- day” may be “ the day of salvation” to some 
soul who has stood out in unbelief, throughout the whole of his past history. 

Dear brethren, if faith in its smallest exercise has brought you to 
gaze once on the cross of the Redeemer, as the children of Israel gazed upon 
the serpent of brass ; (however distant the gazing, yet the blessed effect fol- 
lowed ;) so believe that in the very look of faith there has been a dissolution 
from the condemnation, there has been the first incoming of the light of God’s 
bestowing j feeble it may be to the apprehension, but the spark is there, and 
He who bestowed it will fan it and cherish it, and it will expand and grow. 

Be of good cheer, then, if you have in the least degree the assurance, that 
with honesty of inteutioii you have come, with the faith which you possess, 
be it little or much, to the cross of the Redeemer ; for it will he increased by 
degrees, till in the end you shall be “more than conquerors, through Him 
that loved you.” 
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LECTURE II. 

The very notion of justice involves comparison. The question is one of 
adjustment. Comparison is involved in tUfe question of equality between man and 
man, as well as in the question of equality between line and line. A child may 
recognise the straightness of a line, and yet not the equality of another to it. 
In the same way, the mental power may ^ so confined, that the man who feels 
a hurt done to himself, may not be able to view as an injury the same thing 
done to another. As the child cannot apprehend the equality of one line to 
another, so the mao cannot understand that his own sensibilities, and those 
of another are the same. Indignation may be lighted up by a blow ; and so 
it may be with a brute animal j but in the case of a man who can understand 
the effect of a similar blow when inflicted on another, the moral nature may 
be lighted up. is in feeling for himself that he feels like an animal, — not 
in feeling for another ; and as he expects justice on the aggressor for himself, 
so he is inclined to demand it for others. We are not to confound this >^ith 
the animal emotion of resentment ; it is the moral sense which gives an appe- 
tency for justice. There may be a wish to be righted, uiimixcd with indigna- 
tion ; and though selfishness and justice are at one, that is no reason why we 
should confound the sentient with the moral feelings. The mere animal is 
tirged forward by appetite, and his anger bears down all obstructions ; it is 
only man, that if he meet with obstruction from another’s rights, desists ; and, 
if he mentally resolve to do this, he is morally influenced. The brute may 
allow its anger to repose ; but it does not understand injury done to another ; 
and it does not respond to any moral emotion. ^ 

To inflict on another pain which I should shrink from myself, is against the 
moral feeling. The child does not feel this at first ; but is soon taught it by 
the question : — “ How would you like to be so treated yourself ?” I think 
this consideration is never present to the brute ; but often by the very young 
child the iniquity is felt, by the moral sense, of doing to others what would 
make us angry if done to ourselves. Conceive the sentient framework of each 
to be twice more sensible — a man, being twice more selfish, would then be 
doubly anxious to ward off injury ; but each, being aware of the same feeling 
in another, would refrain from violence. Being more tender of himself, he 
would be proportionably so of another. The sense of justice would be more 
intense than before. When equal sensibilities meet, each is more delicate 
toward the rest. If compassion, or horror at injustice, be difihsed among all, 
there will be as great a recoil from inflicting a wound on others, as from re- 
ceiving it myself. There is nothing in the care of my own person to make me 
regardless of others ; but, in fact, to make me more scrupulous. 

In the same way, a keen sense oi property does not come into collision with a 
keen sense of equity. Grant the same moral principle to exist, and the more 
the sense of property is increased, the more will the sense of equity be aug- 
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mented. If jyreal repaid to a man’s own person conduw to forljoarance towards 
others, why should it not be the same with property ? Tlic relation of each 
to his own body, is anterior to the first dawnings of the moral nature ; but as 
tlic latter expands, and he considers that others are similarly related to their 
bodies, it loads him to refrain from violence. As his selfishness increases, so 
does his sympathy. He feels in a similar way respecting his field, and he 
knows that others do the same ; and in proportion to his own feeling, he defers 
to that of other men. The sense of jnsth^c begins here ; — not with respect to 
liis own, but to tlie right.s of others. It does not give him attachment to his 
imxifieltf, any more tlian to hi« own children. It is after this that justice steps 
in, with the golden rule of “ doing to others as he would they should do to 
him.” (Matthew vii. 12 .) When the moral sense steps in, it enhances his 
equitable regard for the property of others. It is with me as a proprietor, as it 
is with me as a parent. As we are bound to our own chiUren, we show sym^ 
paihj to others ; as w'^e are bound to our own we show equity to others. 

In virtue of our nature, we recoil from m/wn/; in virtue oi’ oxir myral 

nature, we recoil from violence. Justice does ncit give the original 
feeling ; nor does it give the original possessory feeling. It was not by justice 
that ray body came to be ray own ; and there was a time when it was not by 
justice that my garden came to be my own ; yet “ he that toucheth” that, 
“ toucheth (as it were) the apple of nty eye.” (Zechariah ii. 9 .) There is as 
much justice in respecting the om feeling, as in resixicting the other. 

This will save you from the perplexity of supposing, that justice presided at 
the? first distribution of property. At the first collocations, justice had nothing 
to do with them : it was chance. One man set himself down on a better piece 
of land than the rest, and none interfered with him. Thus the feeling of pro- 
I^rty sprang up ; and the humbler man would no more have thought of laying 
claim to his acres, than of laying claim to his children. He knows he would have 
tue same feeling for allfhis fields, and for all his children. It is not justice 
that implanted either ; but justice teaches him to respect both in the hearts of 
others. There is much obscurity in Brown and Paley on th|l subject ; and an 
impenetrable mystery hangs over the lucubrations of the old juridical writers. 
All this obscurity has arisen from treating the origmal as if it were a derived 
feeling. Godwin made a regard to the general interests of mankind to be the 
origin of love for children ; and it is as impossible to educe a regard to property 
from an original sense of justice, as the love of children from a regard to the 
interests of mankind. No doubt the general interest is promoted by both ^ 
but it 18 the work of nature, xiot of man. Justice does not put these feelings 
mto the breasts of any ; but it regulates tlie regards due to the feelings of aV. 

1 he right of property is not tlie less deferred to, because its origin is not known ; 
and though the villanies of other days may have obtained it, yet long posses- 
ion casts a veil over all the debts and ^Hnquencies of the original owner. 
They are forgotten in half a century. We approve the law which says, that 
the land shall be the possessed’s, if not claimed within forty years. 

There are two instances in which the laws of property and possession are 
deviated from ; and both have done much injury. One is the system of tithes 
in England. We do not think the provision for the clergy too liberal; hut it 
IS unfortunately so levied, as to do violence to the possessory feelings of owners 
and^ occupiers all over^ the land. If it were commuted into a yearly tax, those 
feelings would not be interfered with so painfully. But the best plan would be 
a commutation into land ; as is the case with some parishes, where the church- 
revenues wholly arise from an extensive glebe. Let the church land be di- 
vorced from the rest of the parish, and the arrangement would accord with 
wie legal and possessory right. At present, there is too much exasperation. 
No /loubt the law can force ; but it is a striking proof of its impolicy, that in 
these contests it is always losing ground. The odium, in these cases, should 
not be thrown on the clergy ; but ou the law, which reverses nature, aud con- 
travenes the possessory feeling, Few revolutions would do more to improve 
the aspect of English society, than the lemoval of this sore. It is a sad coun- 
teraction of the mild persuasives of the clergy, that they should be forced 
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into the attitude of extortioners ; and exposed to a current of hatred and oblo- 
quy, which is sure to overtake them. Nothing has given so much force to 
the harangues of demagogues, as the unpleasant way in which the clergy are 
provided for. It softens prejudice to be admitted to an intimacy with the suf- 
ferers ; and therefore we recommend to your perusal Cowper’s “ Yearly Disr- 
tress, or Tithing Time which felicitously depicts all the agonies of that period. 

It is a singular fact, that the Bishop of Durham is proprietor of as large a 
territory as the Duke of Northumberland. The latter, by collecting a yearly 
rent, restrains the possessoiy feeling among the occupiers ; his demand is ac- 
quiesced in without a murmur ; and, by a gradual increase, his revenue from 
that source is now two hundred thousand a-year. But the Bishop, who receives 
only one payment in a life, or sometimes in three lives, does not then obtain 
more than one year’s rent ; and, from the long interval, the pos^ssory feeling 
has time to strengthen. Thus the tenant comes to look upon himself as the 
proprietor ; and, usurping the iK)ssession of lands which never belonged to him, 
complains of the exactions of the real owner, as though the latter extorted from 
him his property. The owner gets only eighteen thousand a-year ; — not a tenth 
part of what is obtained by the lay proprietor, from land not superior in natu- 
ral value. 

The next mischievous contest between the legal and the possessory, is in 
the English poor-law. By this law, evei^ one in necessity has a right to relief, 
from the possessor of land or houses ; and you can never persuade this posses- 
sor, that his property is not invaded ; that it is not a legalised enormity ; and 
that severe justice is not violated. He suffers more from the insecurity of his 
possessions, and the natural irritation to which this gives rise, than from the. 
amount taken. His feelings are wedded to his property ; and this possessory 
feeling suffers perpetual and painful annoyance ; — Pleading to exacerbation of 
tone and temper respecting the poor. There is not much difference in his 
feelings toward them and towards preachers ; though the laws are for the one 
and against the others ; but it shows how the feelings of the heart are the 
same, since the Ifncroachments of both are regarded with uneasiness. Even 
with the paupers themselves, there is an unconscious deference to the 
proprietory feeling. The contrary is asserted ; but there is a total dissimilarity 
between their assertion of a right to maintenance, and their assertion of 
any other right. They may be insolent on such an occasion $ but, generally, 
they are mean and crouching. There is nothing like an acknowledged right, 
in this battle-cry of “ acres invaded.” In a word, the pauper, while chal- 
lenging his right, feels a want of firmness ; and, in spite of the law to prevent 
such an imagination, the possessory right of others stares him in the face, and 
weakens the confidence with which he. asserts his right. He has the down- 
cast look and the consciousness of a poacher. The law has alienated the rich 
from the poor, and has debased a whole population. There is only one way to 
remove tms grievous distemper from the constitution. It is to harmonize the 
legal with the possessory feeling ; to make the possessory feeling inviolable ; 
and not to convert into a right, what should be a matter of love and bene- 
volence. 
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“ The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven^ which a woman iook^ and hid in 
three' measures of meal, till the whole was leavened ** — Matthew xiii. 33. 

A SMALL quantity of leaven placed in three measures, or a given quantity 
of meal, assimilates to itself the whole lump, and imparts to it a new nature 
and new properties, so that it becomes another thing, quite different from 
what it originally was. And to the effect of leaven upon meal, our blessed 
Lord and Saviour compares the all-renewing power of Cliristianity, as it 
respects society in general, and as it respects individuals. What, indeed, 
would society be at the present time, if it had not been leavened by Chris- 
tianity ? Read the first two chapters of the epistle to the Romans, and 
thence you may perceive that bad as the world still is, the improvement has 
indeed been vast ; since now we should feel ashamed to speak of the sins 
which werAt that time openly practised. 

How desperate the wickedness of man had become, we may learn also from 
the history of the twelve Caesars, and from the caustic assertions of the great 
Roman satirist, who was nearly contemporary with the apostles. That such 
monsters in human form as Nero and Caligula could not exist in the present 
times, is a proof of the world’s improvement. They were, indeed, supported 
by armies, and irresistible power ; but armies are composed of men, and they 
would not have performed the behests of their masters, if they had not been 
accustomed to regard without disgust, if not with complacency, their acts of 
cruelty and lust. Nero, we are told, amused himself and his legions with the 
tortures of his victims ; he never would have done so, unless he had known 
that the fiendish delight he experienced was shared by the majority of those 
who surrounded him ; and that they did take a brutalizing pleasure in wit- 
nessing the sufferings of their fellow-creatures we have evidence in the fact 
that multitudes, not of men only, but of delicate females also, crowded to the 
gladiatorial show and thronged the theatre, when the persecuted Christians 
were exposed to the attack, and devoured by wild beasts scarcely more savage 
than they. These things in our day revolt the public mind, not' of England 
only, but of all Europe ; though the history of a neighbouring country does 
show, that when the leavening influence of Christianity is withdrawn, and 
when man falls back into his original state, the heart is as hard as ever, and 
that its ferocity cannot be checked by the mere infiuence of civilization. 

Never, indeed, had civilization reached a higher pitch than it had done 
jrlieh St. Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans; yet civilized as the world 
was, if God had not mercifully interfered in the fulness of time, and applied 
a fresh leaven to society, society would have ceased to exist ; men would have 
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degenerated into barbarism, and every iiian’s hand would have been against 
his brother. Tlie leavening influence of primeval Christianity had exercised 
at one time its beneficial influence. To Adam and to Noah God was known, 
and faith still lingered as a tradition among each o£ his descendants, by whom 
the various nations and empires of the ancient world were established. The 
traditions of all nations refer to a golden age, and their records sjieak of vir- 
tues that had ceased to exist. At the period when the Gospel was first 
preached, the leaven was itself corrupted, as all traditional religion, without 
the written Word, must of necessity be. It had become a demoralising 
idolatry among the multitude, and had been superseded by a heartless phi- 
losophy among the learned. I repeat, that bad as the world still is, it is very 
different, blessed be God, from what it was represented by the apostle, when 
he, without fear of contradiction, described it as degraded by all manner of 
iniquity. Bad as the world still is, we perceive and acknowledge with grati- 
tude, that it has been leavened with Christianity ; the influence of which has 
extended even to all who deny its authority, and refuse to w'orship the God of 
their life. Tlie very infidel has felt its wondrous influence. How' different 
are the homes of modern Europe to those that existed before the leaven of 
Christianity had changed the character of society ! — when the wife, instead 
of being the companion, the adviser, the bosom friend of her husband, was 
only one degree removed above the character of a slave, and it depended on 
the parent whether a child should ever reach the state of manhood — infanticide 
being so general a crime, that it was regarded as no crime at all. When we look 
upon the happy homes of Europe, and especially of England, where, because 
Christianity exists in its finest form, domestic virtue and happiness are pro* 
minent, let us gratefully acknowledge, my brethren, how society has been lea- 
vened by Christianity. Nay, such and so mighty has been the change eflected 
by the leavening influence of Christianity — such the leavening influence of 
Christianity upon society in general, that the hardhearted, the cruel, griping 
man of the world assumes the virtue of which he is deficient, and instead 
of boasting of the coldness of his heart, instead of boasting of the selfishness 
of his objects, he pretends to be a man of philanthropy ; he speaks of his 
desire to benefit his fellow-creatures, even at the very time that the ends he 
aims at are purely selfish. And what does he in this, but pay tribute of 
respect to those generous impulses to which Christianity gives wh ? What 
does be in this, but proclaim that Christianity has indeed leavened society 
with its benevolent and virtuous impulses ? 

And here we find a powerful, though it be the very lowest incentive to 
benevolent exertions, in sustaining such an Institution as that for which your 
contributions are this day requested ; the Society for promoting the employ- 
ment of additional curates, being one of the many societies in existence of 
which the object is to promote or to sustain the outward frame of Christi- 
anity in the land. I say, the outward frame of Christianity — for all we can do 
at any time is toprovide the outward and visible sign — the inward and spiritual 
grace coming from God the Holy Ghost. We must provide the water pots — 
we must fill them to the brim ; but after all it is only with water we can 
replenish them; it pertaineth to God alone to turn the water into wine, 
though the mere providing of the water be beneficial. 

A great deal has been said for and against supporting religious asso- 
ciations ; but practical men, without denying there is something of truth in 
the objections urged against them, still give them their support, as being the 
mode in which the church brings herself in these days to brar on the mass of 
the population. In the middle ages the church attempted to accomplish this 
by monastic institutions, which did their wpifk, became corrupted, and so 
passed away. The work of this age is attempted by voluntary associations. 
May the advocate of such societies and associations take warning from the 
fate of the monastic institutions ! The monastic institutions became exempt 
from episcopal jurisdiction *, that was always their aim and object ; and so it 
is with respect to modern sotdeties. Individuals, at the former period, were 
found to give their most cordial support to the monastic institutions ; but 
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their whole object and endeavour was, to withdraw them from the jurisdic- 
tion of the bishop of the diocese. Let us take warning, in the support we give 
to modern societies and associations, that we fall not into this error. At the 
same time, we must take the circumstances provided for us by God^s provi- 
dence, and apply to them our principles as well as we can ; and if certain 
anomalies are found to exist, it is only what we find the case in all things 
with which man, prone to err and to evil, has to do. The practical man is 
only careful that as far as in him lies the societies he supports shall be con- 
ducted as nearly as possible on the principles of his church. 

Of this Society for additional curates in populous places we have to say, 
that such are its principles, that none of our bishops, differing widely as they 
do in their opinions, can refuse to give it their support. Bishops and clergy 
who take a strong party side, may prefer societies which have for their object 
the promotion of party interests ; and bishops and clergy who are opposed to 
these party views, may be opposed to such societies j but no one can refuse, 
when asked to sanction a Society like tliis, which never has one party ques- 
tion, which refuses to act the part of an inquisitor, and simply provides for 
tlie incumbents of populous districts the means of selecting for themselves a 
clerical assistant, responsible, not to the Society, but to the bishop of the 
diocese, and with liberty to propound any opinions which do not render him 
amenable to the discipline of the church. 

Although this is not the place to enter into any detailed statement of the 
proceedings of the Society, I may be permitted to inform you, that at the 
present time it supports 303 additional curates, who are labouring amongst a 
population of 1 , 515,000 souls, who previously to the formation of this Society, 
were very inadequately, if at all, supplied with pastoral ministrations. Of 
these curates, 41 are labouring in the diocese of London, at an annual expense 
of £ 2,750 to the Society ; wliile the poor clergy so insufficiently supported 
are content with the food and raiment thus provided for them. To this must 
be added the grants made in aid of permanent endowments to a very large 
amount, even in the diocese of London alone* The claims of the Society are 
urged on you now, because it is unable to meet the demands made on it. 
Its want^^t the present crisis arise from these causes — a large number 
of outstalHig applications for assistance towards curates* salaries, which 
require the immediate addition of £ 3,000 to its annual income, and from its 
being unable to meet the applications for aid towards endowments. Of these 
more than thirty are of an urgent character, proceeding from the poorest and 
most populous districts in this kingdom. An aggregate of nearly £ 19,000 is 
offered to meet grants from this Society, which would probably require a sum 
of £ 10 , 000 . Observe, then, that the greater part of this £ 19,000 will be lost 
to the church, utiless funds are placed at its disposal to meet these local con- 
tributions. At the present moment the endowment fund is entirely 
exhausted, and the annual income is fully pledged. The -total amount 
expended by the Society in endowments (that is, in permanently supporting 
curates in destitute places where churches have been erected since the for- 
mation of the Society) is upwards of £ 9 , 000 , m grants to 31 poor benefices ; 
and these grants have been made to amount, by loc^ contributions, to £ 25 , 000 . 

The labours of the Society are far from confined to the diocese of London. 
Although he who addresses you has not been under the necessity of applying 
to the Society in his own behalf, yet he has witnessed its beheiqial operation 
in a very destitute district with which he is surrounded iit the North of 
England^ He is, therefore, most desirous of stating, not only to you, but to 
any other congregation he may be appointed to address, the important claims 
which this Society has upon your support. As I have said, no churchman 
can have a word to say against such a society as this, which knows no par^y 
but that of the church of England, unless, peradventure, he be a man opposed 
to all societies ; and then he can act as one npble-minded individual did when 
applied to last year, who engaged) instead of subsenbing to the Society, 
to support a curate in a populous place out of his own resources. 

And now, returning from the Socieiy to the text— our object being, not to 
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gain your money, but to win your souls ; for when Christ has your soul, he 
has your money also — if the leavening character of Cliristiaiiity be such as I 
have described it, you see at once how the appointment of a curate, which 
leads almost always to the formation of a new (congregation, in some destitute 
place, is a blessing of which it is impossible to calculate the result. The con- 
gregating, it may be, at first, only a handful of pious men, may be the means 
of conferring blessings beyond all calculation great, not only from what is 
intended — the direct influence, but even from the indirect influence of Chris- 
tianity upon the surrounding mass. It may be said, and it is truly said, that 
unless people are brought to the foot of the cross, unless they are awakened 
to repentance, and come to Jesus as their Saviour, souls will not be saved. 
But in the circumstances to which 1 have alluded, is not a great advantage 
gained if we do something, to add through an indirect influence to the 
sum of even human happiness — ^if we, at all events, detract something 
from that misery which always attends the footsteps of vice ? Have we not 
seen, that even among those who refuse to acknowledge the <3irect influence 
of Christianity its indirect influence is blessed ? But we may go further. 
VVe are bound, as the Gospel of this day teaches us, to regard those around 
us with a charitable judgment. Many a good person -exists around us, of 
whom we know nothing. It often falls to the lot of a pastor, to know persons 
who have had many difficulties, external and internal, to struggle with, but 
who are much better than their most charitable neighbours suppose. But, 
not to dwell upon this, warning you against uncharitable judgments, and 
exhorting you to think better of all men except yourselves than people are 
apt to do. 1 would allude to the fact, that even when the influence of Chris- 
tianity is indirect, its operation is most benefleial, and the working of the 
leaven is perceptible ; the children of an orderly household are, to a certain 
extent, prepared to receive the direct influence of Christianity. And here, 
again, in a family what do we very often see ? An individual becomes 
impressed with a deep sense of religion, becomes a converted character — that 
individual says little, and does nothing to offend, unless offence be taken for 
that he acknowledgcth himself a Christian, and expresses a desire that he 
may become a true Christian. If his religion be real, he does not talk about 
it, or preach about it; these preaching, prating persons, who|||||e always 
laying down the law to others are not under the ffirection of tnVSpirit of 
God. They speak of Christ — they are full of self ; and being full of self, they 
are disliked. But the true Christian, if solitary in a godless household, is, 
while vindicating his liberty to attend to his personal religion, unobtrusive 
and neighbourly, On the one hand, he is always ready to discharge those 
offices of kindness from which others shrink, to act with humility, and dis- 
charge the lowliest duties ; he hears with good humour the ridicule to which 
he is exposed, and the hard names with which he is assailed. If he feels 
that he is perisfecuted, he does not complain of persecution, but opens his grief 
to his God in private, and prays for those who are most severe upon him. 
Will not the mere presence of this man or this woman be as leaven to the 
whole home ? Days, months, years may pass away, but, one by one, con- 
verts drop in. The silent rhetoric of that holy life will carry its own 
influence along with it, and those who in health and prosperity ridiculed the 
true Christian in his household, in sickness and sorrow are the very flrst to 
seek him. ThAleaven gradually leavens the whole lump. 

There may W some persons in this congregation to whom these thoughts 
convey much comfort. They support them in their present distress, and 
give them hopeful confidence with regard to the future. Personal holiness, 
then, is often more efficacious, even as regards the spiritual benefit of others, 
than preaching. The man who is sanctified, can he sanctified only by the 
indwelling of the blessed Spirit ; and if, wherever he goes, he carries with him 
the Spirit of (jod, his very presence must have a leavening influence. 

And now to come to the question, how shall we become holy ? What are 
we but a lump of evil ? It is by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that grace 
is imparted to our souls ; and the grace thus imparted acts as leaven and 
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changes our entire luitiire, as entirely and actually as leaven when it changes 
what first was meal into tliat they now call bread. Tlie church is the woman 
in the parable. She is continually in her ordinances and sacraments applying 
fresh leaven to our souls, that our souls may by the grace given be more and 
more transformed to the Divine image. Why do we bring His influence to 
it? It is because human nature is through original sin so corrupted that 
even a new-born infant requires the implantation of grace to enable him to 
grow up in Christian excellences. But though leaven is applied to meal many 
things may prevent its operating. It is not always that leaven takes effect, 
and where it does, its operation is gradual and imperceptible. We see the effect 
not immediately, but after a time. So the grace given in baptism works im- 
perceptibly, though as we find our child advancing in godliness, improving in 
character and temper, we rejoice because we perceive an effect has Ixien pro- 
duced. In some persons it seems to take no effect, or anything but a salutary 
effect, while in others the grace works in after life, when some of the counter- 
acting influences have been withdrawn. We cannot account for its failui^es ; 
these are only known to Him “ to whom all hearts are open but we, when 
children are born to us, take care that the leaven of gnicc through baptism 
shall be administered, and by “ training them up in the way tliey should go,’* 
(that is, by removing the impediments to grace given,) we endeavour to prepare 
them to become Christians in truth. But it is not in this way only that the 
spiritual leaven is provided. There is a constant application of fresh leaven 
with every recurrence to the other sacrament of the Gospel, or any of the means 
of grace. And what is the hope of the preacher, but that this shall be done — 
that the portion of truth which from time to time he may bring before you 
may sink into your hearts and become like leaven there ; subjecting your souls 
to all those spiritual influences by which the hearts of men are prepared for 
eternity ? If we can but raise your minds to a deep sense of sin, then do we 
feel that the leaven is imparted to your souls — that leaven which is sure to 
lead to the full and complete reception of all Christian truth, as one after ano- 
ther the truths of the Gospel are brought before you. The preacher of the 
Gospel who knows his duty is for ever edifying, that is, building up his 
people in Gospel truth as his people, waiting in the ordinances and sacra- 
ments of llffe Glospel, and putting away all evil from themselves, that the grace 
they receive may operate in their souls, are building up themselves in grace, 
and so preparing their minds for the sanctitication of their souls, through the 
whole truth as it is in Jesus. Woe to that idle preacher who, for a cloak to 
his idleness, assumes that two or, three doctrines are sufficient, and through- 
out life rings the changes on them, denouncing all who lay before tlieir flocks 
what it has been thought good to reveal. The all-wise God would nt>t have 
revealed what it was unnecessary for man to study. The clergy are endowed 
for the very purpose that they may be students in theology all their life long. 
If it were not this, such a society as that for which your contributions are this 
day asked would not be required. The clergy are endowed that they may be 
able as they grow in knowledge themselves to lead on their people. Hence 
the wisdom of the regulation that persons should remain in one congregation, 
the instructions given being in accordance ^ith that congregation’s advance- 
ment ; and hence too, they who go about from church to church arc often 
learning, but never the wiser for what they learn, receiving meat when they 
require milk, and remaining stationary by supposing that theyteow sufficient ; 
and therefore, hearing sermons not to gain instruction, but to ¥it in judgment 
on the preacher, they manifest their ignorance, being puffed up by toolish 
hearts. But although the real preacher will as occasion offer discover for 
himself and make known to his people the wonderful realities revealed to us 
in the Holy Scriptures, and which are for ever presenting theiuselves one after 
another to the view of the careful student of Holy Writ — although be will 
think the very dust of the sanctuary where the foot of (hx! has tnalden more 
valuable th^ ffne gold and jewels, although the slightest word that has issued 
from the Divine lips must be xirecious and ever binding, just us the condiu t 
must be directed by those whose hearty desire to please God and evince their 
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love to Him by keeping the minutest directions as well as the more express 
commandments of His Word — still what is it that we most diligently labour to 
effect ? What is the main topic to which we would constantly refer ? what is 
our labour ? It is to excite and to continue tbe conviction in your minds of 
your sinfulness, and of the perdition to which the slightest offence considered 
apart from faith in Christ involves you. Is there here any open offender, one 
who knows that he is living in a course of deadly sin ? — to him wc speak of 
his approaching end, when he will find damnation to be the fruit of sin unre- 
pented of. Is there a careless person in this assembly ? — to him we speak of 
the damnable nature of sins of omission ; even if his careless conscience per- 
ceives not the many offences which he hourly commits, we speak to him of 
those sins of omission of which the hardest and most blinded conscience must 
be sensible. Is there a person, on the other hand, whose heart has by grace 
been kept, or who has been converted into a state of grace ? Are there any, 
who, on the whole, are leading Go^l lives, whose first concern is the salva- 
tion of their souls, and who seek to promote God's law by turning to righ- 
teousness all over whom they have influence, direct or indirect ? How 
earnestly we press upon you, my beloved brethren, the incessant duty of self- 
examination as regards your words and as regards your thoughts, as well as 
your deeds* With this self-examination how do you, even you, become con- 
vinced of sin ! What sinners you see yourselves to be I How do you strike 
upon your breasts, and say, “ God be merciful to me a sinner !” How much, 
indeed, of a pastor’s time is profitably consumed in offerinij comfort to such 
hearts as these ; in offering them comfort, by still preserving in them care- 
fully the convictions of their sinfulness ! The more religious a man becomes, 
the deeper become his convictions of sin ; and this is the leaven which soon 
leavens the whole man. When the conscience is alarmed and distressed, the 
heart humble and broken, we then feel our need of a Saviour, and of Jesus 
the only Saviour. As soon as we hear of Him, we cry for succour — Jesus, 
Master, save us, or we perish.” This is the prayer made by the converted 
heart ; and then how does the heart glow with gratitude, when it hears of 
God the Son, who came into the world and died for our sins upon the cross ! 
“ Create in mo a clean heart, O God I renew a right spirit within me,” is the 
prayer uttered immediately ; and in answer to prayer, Christ tapeified is 
revealed in the fulness of His redeeming power. The penitent heart is 
enabled to believe in Christ crucified as the only Saviour, and in believing to 
obtain pardon and peace. Thus the Spirit gradually enlightens what once 
was dark in us, turns to God those who were once the captives of Satan, makes 
alive unto Himself those who were dead in sins, creates anew in Christ 
tlesuB unto good works those who once were the habitual workers of all 
ungodliness ; from one degree of grace to another, from one degree of know- 
ledge to another,, from one good work to another, He leads on to perfection 
those wliose first religious act was to utter from the heart the prayer of peni- 
tent humility, “ God be merciful to me a sinner !” 

And DOW, brethren, what more need I say than to utter the prayer, that as 
Christianity has acted as leaven upon society in general, so may the truth of 
the Gospel make this a congregation of devout, holy, and reverential men, 
seeking tbe grace of the Lord in the sacraments of the Gospel, preparing 
their hearts to receive the gift that God will give them, by putting away evil 
from themselvei^—that grace which shall act again Uke leaven to assimilate 
them to the imi%e of Christ. May this congregation be as leaven, raising the 
character of religion and making it more pure and undefiled amoim all around 
you. May what I have now said, throngh the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
act as leaven on the heart of every individual among you — ^leading those to 
Christ who know Him not, and inducing those who know Him to cling 
to Him closer with that faith which will leaven their every act, until 
becoming new creatures, we are all prepared to dwell for ever in that new 
heaven and that new earth which our ascended Lord is preparing for them 
that love Him, and to prepare us hr which God the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter, came down, to abide with us for ever. 
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Beloved^ think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which vt to try yoa, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you : hut rejoice^ inasmuch as ye are par^^ 
ta-kers of Christ's sufferings ; that., when His glortf shall he revcMled, ye may he glad 
also with exceeding joy. If ye he reproewhed for the name of ChrisU l^ppy are 
ye ; for the spirit of glory., and of God resUith upon you : on their part He is evil 
spoken of hut on your part He is glorified. Hut let none of you suffer as a 
murderer^ or a^t a thief or as an evildoer^ or as a busybody in other men's matters. 
Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, lei him not he ashamed ; but let him glorify 
God on this behalf. For the time is come that judfpnent must begin at the house of 
God : and if it first begin at us, what shall the end he of them that obey not the 
Gospel of God f And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear — 1 Peter iv. 12 — 18. 

This is a noble passage — it is full of consolation and information, clothed in 
tlie richest and the most eloquent of language. It imparts a most important 
truth, comforting to the faithful Christian, but most awakening to the ungodly 
and the sinner. It speaks of a doubt even of tlie salvation of the righteous, 
and calls up a fearful contemplation, respecting those who “ obey not the 
Gospel of God.” “ If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ?” 

Time would not allow us to examine minutiily each clause in our text, and 
yet had we omitted a single verse, considerable injury would have been in- 
flicted upon the whole. We must therefore give a rapid and running commen- 
tary upon the verses under our consideration, with a view of deriving and 
imparting some consolation and instruction. 

We are exhorted to rejoice, inasmuch as We, as Christians, are partakers of 
our Lord’s sufferings — and this is our hope, that in us His glory shall be re- 
vealed, and we shall be glad with exceeding joy. 

Now the first thing that strikes our notice is the fiery trial. ** Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you.” The reference of the apostle is to 
the Christians at Pontus, who had fire cast upon them, for the object of trying 
their faith. Tiie apostle alludes by metaphor to the trial of gold by Arc. As 
by the action of fire, gold is separated from all alloy, and its reality is proved 
by its enduring the force of the element without either losing weight, colour, 
or any other property, so genuine faith is proved by trials of various kinds, 
through which Christians necessarily are obliged to pass. 

The intimation of the axiostlc acts as a warning to Christians ; he directs us 
to think it not strange, if any trial should come upon us ; for it must needs 
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be, that the people of (Jod are to be persecuted, Christ suffered alttietion ; 
therefore they who are really Christ’s must be partakers of His sufferings. 
Too often it is supposed, that the mere fact of our being Christians, should 
necessarily secure for us an exemption of all trial. Not so. Christ himseli 
predicted, that His followers should suffer affliction, and the very nature of the 
mind and the constitution of the body, too readily declare to us, that perfect 
happiness does not belong to the present world — tJiat for glory, peace, and 
joy, we must, by the eye of faith look forward, all which shall be revealed in 
the persons of those who love God. 

And unless we were told of the fact by inspiration, and were aware of the 
cause, we might think it somewhat strange, that “judgment must begin at the 
house of God,’’ as we are told in the seventeenth verse. But it is clear, that 
God has a desigfn f$r every visitation, and He especially corrects those whom 
He loves. The word judgment may mean affliction or distress, without doing 
any violence to the original ; and it was a Jewish maxim that, when God was 
about to pour down some general judgment. He began with afflicting His own 
people, in order to correct and amend them, that they might be prepared for the 
general day of trial. Thus the converted Jews suffered much from the zealots 
or faciims into which they were at that time divided, and doubtless the cause 
emanated from the Deity. Th^ converted Jews were afflicted by the general 
punishment, and God’s design was to begin with them, because they were of 
the house of God, in order that it might develope itself by an illustration of 
His Justice. Indeed, all the primitive Christians suffered more or less, merely 
because they were Christians ; and if we regard the lives of the apostles and 
very many who succeeded them, we must conclude that in those days Christi- 
anity and affliction went together ; and we can only account for it, by its being 
God’s will and design, in order to bring about a good end. But let not any 
suppose, because they are not faithful Christians, that therefore they will 
escape those trials that attend the righteous — No ! the reasoning of the apostle, 
in reference to the wicked is most forcible. “ And if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them, that obey not the Gospel of God ?” And if the 
righteous “ scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear ?” 

This passage may be simply paraphrased. If judgment first begin at 
those who believed on the Son of God, what shall the end of those Jews he, who 
have had all the advantages and the privileges ot Christianity and repented 
not ? and if it be that faithful Christians shall escape with considerable dan- 
ger from Jerusalem, when the Roman armies shall come to destroy it, “ where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear ?” Where shall the unbeliever and 
the profligate transgressor of the laws of God stand as living proofs of their 
safety ? Such is the first meaning of the passage before us ; and oh I how 
awful is it, if we apply the second to ourselves I It even malces the righteous 
tremble ; and if so be, with what thrilling force must it fall upon those, who 
“ obey not the Gospel of God upon the ungodly and the sinner! 

The text before us strongly intimates a difficulty respecting the salvation of 
the righteous, and alludes to the fearful dread of the position of the unrighte- 
ous at the latter day. 

By the text, the righteous are certainly taught the necessity of always 
being upon the watch against temptations, and of striving to fulfil the Gospel 
covenant ; tliey arc also taught, that as Christians, they must endure afflic- 
tions, and that they must be partakers of Christ’s sufferings ; and these facts 
disclose to us, most satisfactorily, two important truths, viz. : that this life is 
a state of probation, and that there necessarily must be a future reward for all 
those who, through Christ, have performed their Christian duties, seeing that 
in this world, there is no corresponding happiness to the means used to obtain it. 

Now if this life be a state of probation, it must follow, that the righteous 
must suffer as w*eU as the unrighteous, because both are exposed to various 
kinds of visitations, and to all the different casualties of life. And this may in 
a measure account for the wicked at one time appearing to prosper, while the 
righteous are unfortunate. Truly pain and sickness and poverty often are the 
companions of the faithful, and wealth and health and apparent joy the attend- 
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ants upon those who obey not the Gospel. We must have noticed such an 
irregular distribution of happiness and misery ; but it constitutes the trial of 
those individuals who are the objects of it, and is absolutely necessary to tlie 
existence of a probationary life. But even if tliere be an unequal distribution 
of happiness — even if happiness constitute the life of the prolligatc for a time, 
while the righteous are l^ing afflicted by every outward woe — tliis is our 
consolation, a consolation which we have derived from minute observation, 
that in the long run, the joy of the wicked gives way, and all former pleasures 
become insipid and unproductive ; and on the other hand the righteous have, 
even though it Imj at a late hour, anticipated very many of the joys of tlic 
future state, and been encouraged and led on by hope of a realization of eter- 
nity, and this to them has lendered an inward and unspeakable satisfacth)n, 
and thus virtue has secured a real pre-eminence, and thifexpectation of the 
ultimate reward has given encouragement, that one day good will trhinipli 
over evil, virtue over vice, spirituality over lustfiilness, life over death. Most 
of us have made such observations, if not actually felt the l)eliever*s rewdrd 
and the believer’s glory. If we have not, we shall, when clothed in immorta- 
lity and invested with all the sentient powers of eternal life and happiness. 
And this ultimate triumph will be enhanced by the prominent and marked 
distinction, which will be recognised by believers, as they assemble around the 
throne of the Great Eternal. Thus when Ciirist’s glory shall he revealed, wc 
shall rejoice with exceeding joy. 

There is no doubt as to this life being a life of probation • and it is to be 
observed, that the design of the Almighty has been most observable in the 
different ages of His church. Affliction first began at the house of God. Yea, 
eveq in the patriarchal ages a similar design is to he noticed. After the inter- 
cessor had pleaded for the guilty, and the apostate was in a measure restored 
to the favour of Heaven, and stood as the head of unborn and countless gene- 
rations, affliction, or judgment, fastened upon him, with no ordinary degree of 
pain and remorse. Was it no judgment to Adam to stand over the murdered 
body of his own son, and to be a witness of death, as the hideous and melan- 
choly penalty of his own disobedience ? Was it no affliction to righteous Noah 
to see day after day, the incorrigibleness of those whom he was sent to warn ? 
Was it no affliction to him to witness the waters gradually rising and disorder- 
ing the whole of creation, so lovely and so beautiful ? Was it no concern to 
him to be the spectator of the destruction of so many thousands of men, 
women, and children — some of whom, perhaps, he had ardently loved ? Was 
it no affliction to Abraham to bccglled away from his home and country, and to 
seek a foreign land apart from kindred and endeared associations ? Was it no 
trial to liim, even though in obedience to Divine command, to lead his son Isaac up 
the mount Moriah, lo bind him, and to take the knife to slay him, and have him, as 
it wci:e, dead before his venerable eye ? Did Isaac and Jacob escape affliction, even 
though they were advancing under the blessing of the Most High ? Did one of the 
patriarcha pass through the world without receiving a portion of Heaven’s visi- 
tation ? And was not holy Job afflicted above measure ? Was not David, the 
very man after God’s own heart, a severe sufferer ? Judgment came to Ilim, 
and at the very time he appeared to be really of the house of God. And were 
not all the prophets, those holy people, whom God raised up to write His will, 
and were so remarkably gifted by the powers of inspiration, were they not 
afflicted ? As their occcupation became more generally known, and their 
works came forth under the might of extraordinary and miraculous aid, did 
no judgment and visitations fall upon them, just as if some delegate of Heaven 
had been sent to excite the animosity and the persecutions of ignorant and 
heedless men ? And what shall we say of the sufferings of the Son of God. of 
His agonizing in the quiet shades of the garden of Gethsemane ?-~of His 
being compelled to bear His own cross— of the persecutions of the rabble — of 
His unutterable sufferings, when blood forced itself out of His pores, thrown 
open by the violent struggles of the inward roan ? What shall we say of tht- 
persecutions and martyrdoms in the apostolic days— of the sufferings, espe- 
cially of St. Paul, that indefatigable an# zealous propagator of the truth, of all 
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tbc chosen of the Lord, and many of those who succeeded them ? Oh I wliat 
shall we say of that noble army of martyrs who suffered on the pile of fire, the 
rack, and the stake, as they gave evidences of the truth, even in their expiring 
mortality ? Had the fire lost its burning ? the rack its torture ? or the stake 
its infliction of untold agony and death ? These men, though few in number, 
were of the liouse of God ; small was it in comparison to that huge and un- 
sightly enclosure that harboured the countless mass of corruptors, who crowded 
their iniquitous altars with the beggarly elements of superstition and idolatry ; 
yet how it enlarged when the fire burned the fiercest, and the rackyjore 
screwed up the tightest; thereby proving the truth and showin^the 
purity of the faith, and most remarkaby manifesting the completion of the 
apostle’s assurance in part of our text ; “ For the time is come, that judgment 
milst begin at the j|0use of God.” 

We might, did tiKe permit, dwell more at large upon the suflbrings of the 
Christians in the first ages of the new dispensation ; we might speak more 
fully of the destruction of Jerusalem, of the Jewish war, and the civil wars of 
the Homans ; we might dwell upon the persecutions of the Christians under 
the heathen emperors of Home, and the tyrannical and oppressive conduct of the 
Roman pontiffs, the true anticlirists, and the various schisms and heresies 
which have harassed the church. We might open the mysterious page of the 
Revelations, and see “ the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, 
and for the testimony which they held “ the burning star falling into the 
rivers and making the waters bitter.” We might allude to the “ beast that 
ascended out of the bottemless pit, and made war against the witnesses and 
killed them j” to the remnant who “ were affrighted, and gave glory to the God 
of heaven to “ tlic woman clothed with the sun ; the moon under her feet, 
and a crown of twelve stars on her head,” persecuted by a “ great red dragon.” 
Many such mysterious passages have reference to the sufferings of the early 
Christians, and show to us most remarkable visitations upon God’s people ; 
but it all proves that this life is one of probation and trial; and the very con- 
clusion, at which we arrive, leads us on to look out for the future state. For 
it is very evident, if happiness be not commensurate with the reception of truth, 
and dealt out to us in proportion as we evidence it by our actions, there must 
be hereafter a state, in which shall be the fulfilment of all the glorious promises, 
and the reality of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Having hastily made reference to the sufiTerings of the Christians during the 
past, we may make some allusions to the present, then to the future, and con- 
clude by a simple, yet profitable application of our text. 

It appears among Christians o^|^e present day, that happiness is not 
distributed in proportion to a man’sprith, or misery according to his unright- 
eousness 5 hence, again we look to the future, for the glorification and the fulfil- 
ment of the projnises. If we look into the world, we shall too often witness 
the wicked rejoicing in the very midst of their revelry and vice ; and the 
Christian, like ” a broken reed” drooping, as if the pressure without was too 
he^vy for the soul to bear within ; yea, we may frequently see misfortune 
after misfortune, stroke after stroke, woe after woe crushing the penitent 
alter he had breathed out his confessions, and sent up his prayers in humility 
and tears to his God ; we may witness death wrenching from his fond embrace 
one after another of his companions and his friends, until he be almost left 
solitary and alone ; but what be this, except God trying the faith of the 
Christian, and probing, by an instrument of affliction, the soundness of his 
spirituality, even as He before tried patriarchs, and prophets, and martyrs ; or 
His casting the faithful into the furnace of woe, that like gold from the fire, 
he may come out pwe and unalloyed ? “Think it not,” then, “ strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you ; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings ; that when His, glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy.” 

In the last place, we must carry your minds forward to the future trial wiiich 
is most severely to test the faithfulne^ pi the Christian. 
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Let us again open the mysteroua page, and dwell upon the visions of St. 
John. They disclose to us that such means shall be used by a faithful, 
and zealous minister, that the Gospel will be so successfully preached, and 
Christianity so widely extended, that there will be such peace on earth, 
that the Lord of lords will appear visibly to reign; that Satan shall 
be bound together with his agents. But ‘they also tell us, that amid 
this peacefulness and universal spread of Cluristianity, the evil one “ shall be 
loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in 
the four quarters of the earth,’' and that new enemies and new trials and new 
afflictions shall spread over the breadth of the earth, and encompass the camp 
of the saints and “ the beloved city” — vindicative perhaps of severer woe than 
ever fell upon those of the house of God. At that time, Satan being bound 
temptations will cease ; consequently it appears consonant ijith God’s design, 
tliat before the breaking up of the world, and the gathering m of His harvest, 
there shall be some severe test, to ascertain who really are Christ’s, and who 
are to reign gloriously with Him for ever. And for this purpose, the prison 
doors of Satan will be thrown open, he will come forth for a little while^ invested 
with fresh powers to deceive, and with renewed strength to corrupt, and to 
have all the appearance of regal sway and dominion upon the earth, “ deceiving 
the very elect,” by rekindling all the lustful passions of humanity, and by 
offering the most seductive charms to his victims, and by breathing into the 
faithful the poisonous seeds of death, and the venom from his own evil 
and polluted bosom. And as one victim after another is made, so shall they 
combine further to distress the faithful, and to harass the church, until fire 
comes down from God and devours them, and the devil that has deceived them 
be ** cast into the lake of tire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and where they shall be tempted day and night for ever and ever.” 

Now then listen to the conclusion of the whole argument. If the Christians 
are so to suffer, if the fiercest of trials are to fix upon them, and powerful 
energies be used to wrench from them the faith, and temptations of no ordi- 
nary charm are to be thrown constantly before them ; if all, in opposition to 
Gospel truth, dignity, and virtue, are to bo arrayed in the borrowed vestment of 
immortality, and the fiery tongue to deceive the nations by dealing out, appa- 
rently, substantial rewards ; in short, if Christians be so tried, and seductions 
be so great as to induce the abandonment of the faith ; if under all these trials 
the Christians who held the faith fast, and resisted temptation, if they have had 
difficulty to maintain their position, “what shall the end be of them that obey 
not the Gospel of God ? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear V* Oh I terrific and fearful contemplation I 
One to awaken the sinner, and to move the saint ! But are we to separate in 
terror ? Yes, Scripture exhorts us to “ work out our own salvatkll^ in 
fear and trmihlingr But while it deals out fearful denunciations, it speaks by 
encouragements and love. Like the fiery tipped tongue of some angelic mes- 
senger pouring forth uncompromising and unerring truth,aDd then whispering 
in melodious sounds, the delicious terms cf peace — so the sacred page stands 
out, and warns the wanderer in potent language, as he travels far away from 
friends and home. But when the spirit of consciousness is awakened, and the 
prodigal comes to himself, he hears in the distance the sweet sounds of music, or 
the silvery notes of truth pouring out the Redeemer’s love and the Creator’s 
glory, and calling many like him home to the blessed fiock of Jesus, “ that they 
may be saved among the remnant of the true Israelites, and be made one fold 
under one Shepherd,” Christ the I/)rd, and that having been partakers of His 
sufferings, when His glory shall be revealed, they may he “ ylad with exceeding 

joy" ^ 

Having now considered the text in most of Its bearings, we are liound 
to extract from it all the consolation it affords. It speaks emphatically 
respecting the sufferings of Christians. “ If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are yc ; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” 
Again — “If any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed ; but let 
him glorify Gk)d on this behalf.” ^ 
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Now to be reproached for being a Christian, is a most desirable reproach ; 
it is to arrive at a very great honour and therefore the apostle says — “ happy 
areye.^ And there is an intimation most prominent in the passage — it is this, 
if we be persecuted for Christ’s sake, we shall be assisted by the Spirit under 
the trial, and thus enabled the better to bear it. “If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ happy are ye ;*for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 
you.” Even as the divine Spirit rested upon Jesus, and enabled Him to endure 
His mortal agony while He was in the flesh, and which He afterwards sent 
to the twelve extraordinarily and then ordinarily to the world. The same 
encouragement is in our blessed Lord’s sermon on the mount. “ Blessed arc 
Ithey wliich are persecuted. for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is tlie kingdenn 
of heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, ami 
shall say all manner of evil against you, falsely, for My sake. Keioice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you.” 

The haxipiness spoken of in our text refers to no outward demonstration of 
joy, but to inward peace and serenity, entertained by the faithful Christian, 
while suffering for Christ’s sake, but which is to terminate in visible triumph 
and glory, when all enemies of the cross, and Satan himself, are to be trodden 
underfoot. So that the true Christian, even when outwardly ojipressed, has 
an inward satisfaction, that he is partaking of his Masters sufferings, and that 
when His glory shall be revealed — when the eternal Son of the everliving God 
shall appear, as an enthroned King, with His countless angels around Him, 
and innumerable immortal spirits doing homage, and blessing the Lamb for 
evermore — when redemption is complete, and the Iledeemer shall strip off His 
liuraanity, and appear before unnumbered beings, as a God in grandeur amid a 
world on fire — oh ! then, he, the true Christian, will “ be glad also with ex- 
ceeding joy.” 

Again, The sufferings of the Christians are in strong connection with the 
unity or onenesa of the church ; and proves, by a very strong argument, the 
necessity of their being endured. Christ is the Head of the Church ; and if the 
Head suffers, or has suffered, all the members must necessarily be afflicted 
with it. The scriptural record thus runs — “ And whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it ; or one member be honoured, all the members 
rejoice with it.” 

And if there were no record, by the very principle of sympathy, if any part 
of the body suffered, and especially the head, the branches or head would sym- 
pathise. Thus in a family, when one jprieves, the others sorrow — when one is 
low, the rest are depressed ; and what is the church, but a huge family, with 
Christ, who has suffered, as the Representative or Head ? 

Christians also must suffer for the purpose of being cleansed from sin. The 
gold, as we have observed, is never pure, until it has passed through the fur- 
nace, nor is the Christian unless he has been thoroughly tried. And it is 
somewhat remarkable, that the purer the gold, the more visibly it reflects the 
refiner’s face. This reflection is the criterion of the purity of the metal. So 
the Christian, the purer he becomes, the more vividly he reflects the image of 
his God. 

Let then trials come, we may rest assured, that with them, God will make a 
way for us to 'escape : and if sufferings be great, mental or bodily, we have 
such examples before us, that faith’s eye is led from the suffering to the joy — 
from the cross to the crown— from an earth, full of misery and woe, to the 
everlasting glory beyond, even the eternal mansions prepared by Christ him- 
self, for all His faithful followers. 

He, the Son of God, is our rule, our pattern and our example. When He 
was being led to the slaughter, He appeared as passive as a Lamb ; when He 
was persecuted the most He was the most serene, And, at that time espe- 
cially when He was a</onez«d, when He should have been the most calm— 
when He was meditating the deepest, communing with His Fatlier, and pre- 
paring to take upon Himself the sins of the whole world, then it was, that His 
enemi^js were the most oppressive. So may it be with us. When we are the 



Tin: HI FFKUJNGS OF CHRISTIANS. 8 1 

nearest to Ootl in mind and in thougfit our trials and suflerings may be tbe 
most severe. Rut as the ocean is not less grand or pnsiucflve^ l)ecause it is 
iipheaved by the fiery lashings of the storm, or the valley less beautiful be- 
cause the wind casts its rustling among its trees, so the Christian is not less 
beautiful and holy in his profession, or less an object of Heaven’s love, because 
the billows of adversity are rolling about his path. Truly, the principal fea- 
tures of Christianity are love, peace, and righteousness ; but there is an admix- 
ture of suffering. Yes 1 Just as the clever artist, for the sake of throwing 
out his chief objects will introduce cloud and darkness into the background 
of his picture, so Christianity appears to render its followers more distinguished 
and more illustrious, as they throw out from their innate darkness and corrup- 
tion the living characteristics of spirituality ; thus faith is the most vivid and 
pure, when the Christian, in the midst of trial and persecution, throws Ills 
light, and His knowledge, and His love, around the feet of His persecutors. 
Christianity is a system full of reflnements and endeared associations. When 
the world hates, it teaches us to love ; when the world persecutes, it encou- 
rages us to forbear— when Satan is tempting, it makes a way for us to escape 
— when death is threatening, it cherishes us by hope. No other systems can 
equal it in impartations and solid worth. Like an inexhaustible mine, it yields 
its treasures to every man, who will labour to secure them ; or, like an ocean 
without a shore, placid in its ebbings and flowings, it offers a serene and peace- 
ful passage to the future world, far away from that awful gulf, where two seas 
meet in convulsed fury and terrific roaring, hurrying on the ill-fated mariner 
to the land of imprisoned spirits, doomed by an unhappy decree to suffer for 
unrepented misdoings. Christianity is a system of health and life. Tlie body 
may suffer, yea and perish, but the soul, under the pure breath of Christianity, 
revives and lives for ever. • 

My brethren, fear not, if “ the world hate you remember your Lord and 
Master was “ despised and rejected of men and the “ sufferings of this 
world are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in 
us.” We must pray earnestly and steadfastly for faith, and oh ! when we 
have it, how we shall rise far above the passing persecutions of men I how we 
shall become daily more hallowed, and blush for every impure thought, as 
spirituality builds us up into a meet and comely temple fit for the habitation 
of our God ! Never then shall we think it strange concerning the fiery trial, 
for we shall always be looking through storm and cloud to the future scenes of 
“ exceeding joy” — to the happy state of immortality. 

To there, where there is neither weeping, nor sorrow, nor tears, God give us 
speed, through the merits of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ our I*ord, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory for ever and ever. 
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LECTURE III. 

The possessory right accounts for many phenomena in society. For in- 
stance : a man had a few acres allotted to him, on condition of keeping a bridge 
in repair. It fell, however, into disrepair; and all his property would have 
been swallowed up, if he had been compelled to fulfil the condition ; and so the 
county released him from it. What was at first a favour, becomes at last to be 
regarded as a right. If a master were to remit the duties of a servant, once a 
month, and they were then resumed, gratitude would be felt ; but if the remis- 
sion were uniform and constant, it would transform a favour into a matter of 
(rightful expectation,— like the giving of a promise ; and thus what was at first 
pure benencence, terminates in justice ; and if it be discontinued, anger is 
awakened in him who has acquirea the possessory feeling. Thus we see anger 
•on the discontinuance even of kindness. You should therefore explain to peo- 
ple, when conferring a favour, that it is a matter not of right but of pure bene- 
volence, and may be recalled when you please ; — although you do not intend to 
recall it, but to obtain gratitude for it on every repetition. This will prevent 
animosity being felt on its being withdrawn. Much unpopularity is gained by 
indiscreet generosity, if so long continued as to constitute a possessory right. 

There are two grounds for confining law to justice, and for leaving yenerosiiy 
alone. First, justice is a ** determinate’* virtue, aqd can pronounce on a hair’s 
breadth ; and, secondly, it is a virtue of “ perfect obligation — there being an 
obligation on one side, and a right ou the other.’*' But the word ** righf' has 
two significations, differing 'from each other. In the first it is used substan- 
tively; as — “ a right to my own — to a debt — to an inheritance” &c. In the 
second it is used adjectiv&y; as — “It is right to bo grateful in return for a 
kindness — to relieve distress — to forgive” &c. In these different senses a right 
may be asserted and denied of the same thing. You may have a right to cer- 
tain property ; but from a poor relative it may not be right to demand it. You 
may nave a right to a debt ; but it may not be right to exact it from |, father 
struggling with a family. You may have a right to a house ; but it may not be 
right to dispossess the owner. There is a difference between a legal and 
a moral rightness. You may have a right to prosecute ; but it may not be 
right to enter on a prosecution. It may be right in the eye of the law ; but it 
may be wrong in the eye of sound morality. We do not say the law is in fault 
here. It may be right for you not to interfere with your neighbour ; but not 
for the law to cancel your right to interfere. If the law were to interfere in all 
cases it would bring insecurity on property ; and if a person were not left at 
liberty to forbear urging his right or not as he pleased, no room would be left 
for generosity. If it came forth with authority, it would supersede compas- 
sion ; turning a matter of indulgence into one of strict necessity. It would be 

* See Lecture 1, Page 52. 

K^atum . — In T.ecture II., Page 68, Line 29, for ** preachers'* read “ poachers.'* 
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worse if, by reecdiiig from the assertion of y<mr rif^ht, you \v<‘ro to absolve from 
gratitude, and strenuous industry, and sober expenditure, and honourable truth ; 
v^^hich, if it had not been for a vacillating law, would have met and discharged 
all obligations. The right by law to property should be inilexible ; but men 
should have the privilege of prosecuting it (in a kind and tender-hearted man- 
ner) or not, as they may think proper. The moral right may be opposite to 
the legal; and though the legal right may be made to carry it over the moral, 
and a creditor may insist on his right though involving the ruin of a family, 
yet it is better that while hearts should feel the law should be unrelenting ; 
that the region of humanity should be marked off from that of justice ; und 
that the former should be left free of all jurisprudence, and should never be 
legalised. 

It is not a reflection on jurisprudence, that what is morally right should not 
always be legally binding, and that many a wrong may not be punished. 
There might be such a dereliction from benevolence as would make a monster. 
He might pass a wounded traveller, or look over a drowning man, or not join 
in the succour of a starving family. Such a man would not bo legally, but only 
morally wrong ; and rather than that the sympathies of the heart should be 
moulded by a legal enactment, it is better that he should be left to the scorn 
and execration of society. Abandoned friendship or violated gratitude the law 
passes by. The debt is not pleadable at its bar. It takes no cognizance but of 
justice. It leaves the rest to generosity ; and often does the latter step in ; 
and, when the benefactor has become bankrupt, those whom he has succoured 
are looked to for help. But the law, which did not enforce the one, declines to 
enforce the other. What is, in a high degree, morally wrong, it refuses to ac- 
knowledge as legally wrong ; and if a man, in his present prosperity, refiise to 
relieve him who formerly raised him from degradation, no enactment can reach 
him. He has nothing to bear but the shame of his own worthlessness, and 
the execration of his follow -men ! 

The law always punishes a wrong, but not what is wrong. It does not 
pass over transgression; but it passes over turpitude. Many things are right 
to be done, which it does not make a right ; and the contrary. It is right to 
be compassionate ; but no one has a ri^t to compassion. It is wrong to Im^ 
hardhearted ; but no one can proceed at law on that account, as for a wrong 
done to him. 

Attend to what would be the effect of the law, if it enacted beneficence as it 
enacts justice, and supported the enactment by penalties. Beneficence would 
lose its original character ; being moved, not from an impulse within, but by an 
obligation from without. If the sum to be given to the poor were specified, it 
would not be beneficence, but law — making it the property of another ; and to 
give up the sum would not be generosity, but justice. We must go beyond jus- 
tice to be generous ; and the law, in endeavouring to get a hold, is obliged to 
retire within narrower limits. By the touch of law, beneficence is changed 
into another virtue. Law may lessen the prorince of beneficence, or starve it 
into annihilation ; but will never make it a living captive. Its very nature is to 
do good freely — of its own will ; but if the law interfere, the good will not be 
done of its own will. The force of law, and the frecness of love, will not amal- 
gamate. If you translate a generous act into the statute-book of the law, it 
ceases to be in the statute-book of the heart; and, by making it compulsory, 
you destroy it. 

If you order forth generosity, as you do justice, you put it to flight, or freeze 
it into cold apathy ; but if left free, it does more than justice would do upon 
being ordered u the latter monopolised all the field, it would turn benevo- 
lence into it dead statue ; but if benevolence had all the field, it would leave 
justice to be a living handmaid. Law cannot force love ; but love will fulfil 
the law. (Romans xiii. 10^. 

And as benevolence is put to flight, so also is gratitude, A man will not hold 
at the good pleasure of another what the law enables him to claim as a right. 
This makes it dangerous for the law to prescribe rules for benevolence. Such 
rules put an end to it as a virtue ; and also to that glad response, which % free- 



84 


propeuty ani> pauperism. 


will offering calls forth. They put an arrest on interviews with grateful fami- 
lies; and substitute the jarring conhicts of dcunand, and the contests of angry 
litigation. Either benevolence must have free play, or it is frozen into apathy. 
If interfered with by law, it is spoiled of all the unbought and unbidden graces 
that adorn it. It withers in the grasp of so rough a protector ; and before the 
stern countenance of so austere a judge, it is turned, as by the head of Medusa, 
into stone ! 

If the state lay a tax upon one party, and transfer the produce to another 
party, what 1 thought my own becomes the right and property of another. This 
policy I hold to be ruinous ; and, if designed to make benevolence legal benevo- 
lence, it will be found to fail. Law and benevolence cannot take possession of 
the same ground. The entrance of the one is a sentence of expulsion against 
the other; — expelled by so heterogeneous and hateful an intrusion into its 
quarters. 

The law of parochial relief is alleged as an evidence of the generosity of the 
English character. No doubt generosity originated the law, and still resists 
its abolition. VV^e do not dispute the generosity ; but it chose a wrong place 
when it got within the walls of parliament. It should have been left to a free 
exercise over the land which was said to be its peculiar inheritance. In pro- 

} )ortion to the generosity of the English character, should we have felt safe in 
caving it free ; and in proportion to its humanity was an Act uncalled for and 
misplaced. Never did law so transgress its proper limits ; and never did huma- 
nity suffer so much in consequence ! The advocate of humanity by law forgets 
that the sympathy of others is the same as his own ; and parliament has chuled 
the generosity of the people— carrying law beyond its proper limits ; turn- 
ing everything of rightness into a right; and extending to other virtues 
what it gives to justice, and what it should give to justiee alone ! Civi- 
lity and gratitude suffer, in consequence, as well as generosity, A matter 
of love is turned into a matter of litigation. Law has wrested a portion of ter- 
ritory from generosity, and given it to justice. It has changed the limits of 

f )roperty, — a change which is sufficiently vexatious ; but. Instead of fixing the 
imits anew, it has left the whole property altogether undefined ; — lessening its 
amount in proportion to the worthlessness of the general population, which it 
has enticed into worthlessness. It taxes one man for another's vices. It has 
brought the property, on one side, into alarming precariousness; by the same 
process which has brought principle, on the other side, into alarming relaxation. 
It is the unfortunate tendency of a le^slator to apply his favourite instru- 
q^ent beyond its legitimate province, — ^beyond justice to generosity. It is as if 
a pedagogue were to carry his favourite instrument beyond its pertinent and 
proper application. Some of that genus (schoolmasters) thinK to enforce 
grammar by the ferula ; but scarcely, I believe, will they inspire a taste for the 
beauties and felicities of eloquence. Whether legislators or schoolmasters, 
they have (I imagine) a belief in the sovereign virtue of their panacea ; and I 
think there is the same spice of pedantry, and the same smelling of the pro- 
fession in both. 
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ON SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 4 , 1847 . 


•* His name shall be called The everlasting Father ** — ^Isaiah ix. 6. 

It was promised in this passage to the church of God, ages before our 
Redeemer came, that the Messiah who should be born into the world sliould be 
the universal King, and that as King lie would be “ wonderful, counsellor, the 
mighty God — astonishing in His nature, in His attributes, and in His works — 
the instructor of mankind, who, possessing almighty power as “ the mighty 
God,” would not only be a wise, but a potent Sovereign. And it is further 
stated, that this Messiah should be “ the everlasting Father.” 

As this is a term of the highest possible dignity, it would certainly not 
escape the animadversions of those who are unbelievers. One version of this 
passage is — “ His name shall be called the Father of the age to come” — of 
which it is ‘enough to say, that it is simply a perversion, the phrase being 
“ The Father of eternity.” The word employed in the original strictly conveys 
the idea of eternity — not of “ the age to come” — as we may see by referring to 
the fifty-second chapter of Isaiah, where the same word is thus employed : 
“ Thus saith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity that is, the 
selfrexistent and etemaL So that if God inhabit eternity, tlie same eternity 
which God Almighty inhabits is the eternity of which in this passage the Mes- 
siah is said to be the Father ; “ The Father of eternity.” Another word is 
employed to express “ age,” or “ the age to come and the word used in our 
text never has any reference whatsoever to “ age.” The translation of Bishop 
Howth — “ the Father of the everlasting age” — is less objectionable. It does 
not traduce the idea of eternity ; but it still has the objection, that it introduces 
the idea of “ tlie age,” which is not contained in the word. The word means 
simply — “ the Father of eternity and this expression is capable of three 
meanings, which have been severally given to it by dififerent authors. 

“ The Father of eternity” may mean the possessor of eternity, answering to 
that expression in the New Testament respecting God : “ Who alone haHi im- 
mortality,” And various Hebrew names are said to have this peculiarity, that 
the person is termed the father of anything, who possesses it. Thus the 
father of glory” is a Hebrew name, signifying the glorious ; “ the father of 
goodness” is a Hebrew name, implying that the person to whom it belongs is 
good; “ the father of peace” is a Hebrew name, implying that the person pos- 
sessing it is peaceable. 
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But although this is alleged, and may be true, yet these Hebrew names will 
not certainly convey that idea ; and we do not find elsewhere a similar use 
made of the language. If this be the true idea, that the Messiah is the 
Eather of eternity ” because the possessor of eternity, it is simply the name of 
God ; He could be termed the Eternal, as God Almighty is the Eternal. But 
as it is not certain that this is the meaning, others therefore have understood 
it more strictly — “ the source, the author of eternity,” (that is, that He is the 
source of eternal life to His people,) which has at least this advantage, that it 
has more immediate reference to the office of the Messiah ; and this being a 
prediction respecting the Messiah, we may naturally look for a sense which 
belongs expressly to Him. 

But the use of these terms elsewhere leads us to think that there is a more 
extensive sense than that He is the source of eternal life. Let me beg you to 
notice two or three passages, which arc precisely analogous, and which will 
illustrate exactly the force of all three of the meanings that are attributed to 
these words. In the forty-ninth chapter of Genesis, at the twenty-sixth verse, 
you read these words — “ The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the hills of eternity 
properly translated “ the everlasting hills.” If you look at the forty* fifth chap- 
ter of Isaiah, you will read, in the seventeenth verse — “ Israel shall be saved 
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation : ye shall not be ashamed or con- 
founded world without end literally, “ to the ages of eternity” — meaning 
the everlasting ages. If you look again at the third chapter of the prophet 
Habakkuk, at the sixth verso, you will read as follows : “ He stood, and 
measured the earth : He beheld, and drove asunder the nations ; and the 
mountains of eternity were scattered j” properly translated, ** the everlasting 
mountains.” Now as ** the hills of eternity” mean “ the everlasting hills,” as 
“ the ages of eternity” mean “ the everlasting ages,” and as ** the mountains 
of eternity” mean “ the everlasting mountains,” so, in the passage before us, 

“ the Father of eternity” means “ the everlasting Father.” The translation 
seems to be the most exact that could be given, unless we substitute the word 
“ eternal” for the word ** everlasting ;” because, as passages I have quoted, 
and several others, manifest, the word would have not only to mean the 
future eternity, but the past eternity. 

The passage before us, therefore, declares that Christ should be “ the ever- 
lasting Father;” and it invites us to consider two very important truths— in 
what sense He is called “ the Father,” and what the Scripture says of His being 
“ everlasting,” or eternal. It will be impossible to examine the various pas- 
sages of Scripture which illustrate these two terms — they are too numerous ; 
and they are the less necessary, I rejoice to think, for you, because familiar 
with the Scriptures. Wo can only examine one or two passages, with respect 
to each point, which these important words contain. 

I. Our Lord is here termed the Father and we should notice, that this 
is not in reference to the Godhead. He is not termed “ the Father,” as though 
He had the name of His Father. In the Scriptures we always find a distinc- 
tion between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit ; so that as the Son cannot be 
the Spirit, so the Son cannot be the Father, nor the Father the Son or the 
Spirit ; but there is a distinction between the Three Persons of the Godhead, 
though there Ijc but one God, according to the constant language of Scripture : 
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“ Hear, O Israel ; I am the Lord, and there is none else.” And the language of 
the New Testament is the same : “ There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus."’ So that altliough there are 
these distinctions in the Persons of Jehovah, yet there is but one Jehovah ; and 
Jesus our Saviour, who is one with the Father, is not to be confounded with 
the Father, so that the name of the Father be given to the Son, or the name of 
the Son be given to the Father. Wherein they differ from one another, it is 
impossible for us in the smallest degree to comprehend. God Almighty is 
utterly beyond all comparison. We should have been equally in the dark 
respecting His existence, if there had been a revelation concerning the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. God Almighty, an eternal self-existent Being, is utterly 
beyond all conceptions that wc may form respecting Him. 

But the name that is given to our Eedeemer, in the passage before us, is in 
reference to man ; and it is because of His relation to His own people, that He is 
termed a “Father.” God is so termed in Scripture in reference to men, because 
He is their Author, their Creator. It is because He is our Creator that He is 
called “ the Father” of His creatures ; and therefore, when Jesus, the Messiah, 
is termed “ the Father” of His creatures, we have to examine whether it is in 
the same sense of Creator. 

Now the evidence on this point is abundant in the Scriptures. In the hun- 
dred-and-second Psalm creation is ascribed expressly to our Lord in these 
words : “ Of old hast Thou laid the foundation of the earth : and the heavens 
are the work of Thy hands.” If you look at the tenth verse of the first 
•chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, you will see that the apostle applies 
these words to Christ. St. John tells us, that “ m the begiiming was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made by Him ; and without Him 
was not anything made that was made.” There are several other passages to 
this effect, one only of which I will rccal to your recollection. In the epistle 
to the Colossians it is said, in language which unbelief has never been able to 
evade — “ Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every crea- 
ture,” (that is, higher than every creature ;) “ for by Him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they bo thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things were 
created by Him, and for Him.” Thus He is spoken of as the author of our 
natural life, and therefore may be termed our “ Father.” 

But as this passage is in immediate connection with His office of Messiah, 
the principal idea, doubtless, would be, that He is the Author of our spiritual 
and eternsd life. This is declared to co^ne from Christ. If Christians are now 
alive, whereas they were once dead, they are “ created in Christ Jesus if 
God the Spirit has given them a new Ifirth, in virtue of which they have com- 
menced a new existence, the Spirit of God has been sent forth by Christ for 
that purpose, and when He has acted on the hearts of His creatures it may be 
still said, as it was upon the first outpouring of the Holy Ghost—** He hath 
shed forth this which ye do now see and hear.” Our spiritual life is referred 
to Him, when it is said that He is the Author of our eternal salvation *, and 
He is further said to be the Author ©f faith, in the epistle to the Hebrews. 
Thus Jesus, when He came into this world, communicated spiritual life to 
His followers, and ma}” therefore be termed their “ Father.” 

Frequently did He promise that He would give eternal life to His disciples, 
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wlien lie w/is upon earth. He said that “ as tiie Father hath life in Himself, 
10 He hath given to the Son to have life in Himself “ as the Father raiseth 
the dead, even so the Son quickeneth whom He will.” So also He declared, in 
the sixth chapter of St John—** This is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, 
that of all which He hath given Me I should lose none, but should raise it 
up again at the last day.” Again, He promised in the tenth chapter of St. 
John — ** The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy : 
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abun- 
, dantly.” Spiritual and eternal life are both communicated by Him. And not 
to multiply these passages, the language in the twenty-first verse of the fifteenth 
chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians is very emphatic. You there 
read, that “ since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of 
the dead ; for as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
Because spiritual and eternal life have fiowed to us from Christ, just as our 
natural life came from our first parent Adam, so Jesus is likened to Adam in 
this fifteenth chapter of .the first epistle to the Corinthians, and so it is written 
— “ The first man is of the earth, earthy : the second man is the Lord from 
heaven.” He, therefore, when He appeared on earth, could say to the asto • 
nished and indignant Jews — ** Before Abraham was I am.” He was the second 
Adam, the Father of His redeemed people, the source of their spiritual and 
eternal life ; and hence believers are called, in the second chapter of the epistle 
to the Hebrews, His children : “ Behold I” (applying the figure in the Old Tes- 
tament to Christ,)—** behold, I and the children which God hath given Me.” 

In this sense, then, has the Lord Jesus Christ become ** the Father” of His 
people. As incarnate God, as Immanuel, coming into this world in our nature, 
to die for us, and by redemption and grace securing to us eternal life, lie has 
become ** the Father” of His people. It is a goodness beyond all thought and 
praise, that He who was the Author of our natural life should see us in our 
fallen state, refusing His guidance, violating His laws, resisting His authority, 
and bent upon our ruin, and then become Man for us, and in a still more im- 
portant sense become our ** Father,” the source of spiritual and eternal life 
to us, — giving us a new existence in Himself ; and by the work of His grace 
fitting us for an eternal existence with Him, as though we had revered and 
loved Him with all our hearts, through the whole of our days. 

11. But this idea, that Christ is **the Father” of His people, derives fresh 
value and interest from the epithet which is here attached to it : ** He is 
** the etierlasting Fatlier.” He who is thus the Author of natural, spiritual, 
and eternal life to His people, can never die. The term perhaps looks to a past 
eternity, because the language of Scrip^ire certainly ascribes eternal existence 
to our Lord. Before He became man He was eternally one with God. “ Of 
old,” we read in the hundred-and-second I*salm — ** of old hast Thou laid 
the foundation of the earth ; and the heavens are the work of Thy hands.” 
“ Thy years are throughout all generations.” And fhe prophet Micah declares 
inhis fifth chapter, that He who was bom in Bethlehem was nevertheless that 
eternal Being, ** whose goings forth had been of old from everlasting.” The 
apostle John also could say of Him— “In the beginning was the Word and 
He himself could protest to the Jews — “ Before Abraham was I am.” And 
thus, having existed from all eternity. He might be said, when He united the 
linman nature to the Divine, to be ** the eternal Father.” 

But again : let us notice., that this term is applicable chiefly to His work as 
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Mediator, aiid it rather relates to the future eternity than to the past. I 
doubt not that the principal, if not tlie exclusive idea, is that He is “ the ever- 
lasting Father” — the Father of His people, who will never die. And this idea 
is frequently insisted on in the Word of God. Look at the seventy-second 
rsalrn, which speaks of the kiugdom of the Messiah. In the fifth verso you read 
— “ They shall fear Thee as long as the sun and moon endure ; tluroughout 
all generations.” He who is to be feared lives on j and if Jesus the Messiah 
is to be feared throughout all generations. He must live through them all. 
lA)ok again at the hundred-aud-second Psalm : Of old hast Thou laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Thy hands. They 
shall perish, but Thou shalt endure : yea, all of them shall wax old like a 
garment ; as a vesture shalt Thou change tliem, and they shall be changed ; 
but Thou art the same, and Thy years shall have no end.” And therefore 
could tile apostle say, (not to multiply these passages,) in the thirteenth 
chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews — “ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and for ever” — absolutely unchangeable and everlasting ; and He 
himself could declare to His servant John, when He favoured him with a 
vision of something of His glory in the Isle of Patmos — “ 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last..’ “ 1 am He that liveth, and was dead ; and 
beliold, 1 am alive for evermore.” “ Christ, then being raised from the dead, 
dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over Him and if He is ** the 
Father” of His people, He is their “everlasting Father,” from whom they 
can never be separated by death. It is impossible that believers should be 
oqihans ; Christ can ** never leave them, nor forsake them and lie has 
declared, with a goodness which cannot deceive us — “ Because I live ye shall 
live also.” Loving them and caring for them, us a Father does for liis chil- 
dren, their “ everlasting Father” cannot fail them nor forsake them. In all 
emergencies He must be their protector, and when this life is over, an eternal 
life like His own must be secured to those who trust Him. Jesus who is the 
“mighty Cod,” is also “the everlasting Father” of His people. 

And if this be the glorious truth, which the Word of God, iu many 
passages 1 have not been able to bring before you for want of time, declares 
to us — that he is the Author of our natural, spiritual, and eternal life, who has 
existed from eternity, and as Immanuel will exist to eternity, and keep tl)ose 
whom He has saved, — then, my brethren, in tlie first place, let us sec how well 
it is worth our while to be decisively His servants, His subjects. His childAm, 
If by any pains wliich we can take, by any reiteration of prayer, by any 
absolute and unreserved confession of our faults, by any diligence in the use 
of means, by any exercise of trust in Him, we can but call Him our “ ever- 
lasting Father” — if we can be introduced to this relationship, that He should 
love us and care for us and watch over us and provide for us for ever — surely 
we have secured our interests, surely we have done that which throughout 
eternity we shall not regret to think of ; and let us be decided in the service 
of Christ, if He is really “ the everlasting Father” of His people. What unre- 
served denial in His service, what decision in the confession of His truth, 
what well-founded reliance on His promise, what a plain honest confession of 
Him before the world, is becoming in those who can say of Him, that He is 
“ the mighty God,” their “ everlasting Father !” Let us take care not to lose 
this relatioQship, not to fail to attain to the comfort here and the bliss for 
ever, that is involved in being the children, or (as in many other passages He 
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docs not hesitate to call us,) the friends, the brethren, of this glorious 
Saviour. 

And do not, my brethren, pursue this blessing indecisively. Whenever 
tliere are great interests to be secured, whenever there is a struggle between 
great principles, whenever there is a great happiness to be attained, why, then 
to tride, and to be between two opposite parties, is unspeakably foolish and 
weak. In all great crises, when societies are divided into opposing parties, 
and there are great principles in conflict, those who are between are com- 
monly weak, and more and more falter, and lose their influence and often 
their respectability. How much more, when there is a conflict between these 
two opposite principles of belief and disbelief — the one to secure eternal 
life, and the consequence of the opposite being eternal death ! Now do not, 
my brethren, belong to the vast mass of mankind, who are between these two 
opinions. If you do not believe that Jesus is “the everlasting Father” — ^if 
you do not credit the Scriptures, which ascribe to Him the glories of Imma- 
nuel— if you do not think He is “mighty to save” — then join His enemies, 
tlien be unbelievers, then bo cold as tlie iceberg ; but if these things are cer- 
tain, then do not act as though they were a mere form, but give yourselves 
heartily to all the work and the allegiance, and secure thoroughly all the 
blessings and promises, and be able to call Him your Father, your Friend, 
your Saviour, and to look upon Him on all occasions as the God of your sal- 
vation. 

If, indeed, you know that Jesus is “ the everlasting Father,” because Ilis 
Word declares it and His works sustain that Word, then, my brethren, trust 
the Lord Jesus Christ with an unbounded and grateful confldence. On all 
occasions apply to Him for your happiness. If He has a deep insight into 
your condition, and knows ail your wants, and loves you as a father loves 
you, and cares for you as a father cares for you, then trust that great 
Redeemer, “ the mighty God,” also “ the everlasting Father.” When you are 
weak, go to Him for strength when you are depressed, ask Him for conso- 
lation. Listen to His words, and believe them, when He says — “ Ask, and it 
shall bo given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.” Hcmember, all that has been revealed of Him, has been revealed 
for your everlasting consolation ; tliat while you are struggling with a thou- 
sand evils, with physical and with moral ills, that are innumerable about you, 
lie lias told you that you may bo happy in Him. 

And if you know Him to be your “ everlasting Father,” then, my brethren, 
remember the words of the Almighty — A son honoureth his father, and a 
servant his master : if, then, I be a Father, where is Mine honour ?” Give to 
Him unbounded honour.. The temper of His universal church, now scattered 
tliroughout all lands, and destined in. tlie lapse of time to fill all lands, is 
this — “ Men shall be blessed in Him, and all nations shall call Him blessed” 
— that is, in oflectionate admiration shall look up to Him as their best 
friend, and bless Him for His unbounded goodness. 

If you have “ tasted that the 3>ord is gracious,” and the power of His 
Spirit has effected a gracious and eternal change in your characters, then give 
Him the honour that is due to His name. Let all, whenever you have a fair 
opportunity, know that you for one have attached your hopes solely to His 
work, for unl>ounded?and everlasting happiness, of His own free gift, and can 
meet the judgment-seat without terrcir, though you know you have not a 
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single work that could stand the scrutiny of the hcart-scarching Judge. And 
knowing that He has prepared a mansion for you in heaven, thither let your 
licarts ascend. “ Set your affections on things above, not on things which are 
upon the earth.” With whatever reasonable industry and diligence you pass 
from one earthly success to another, still remember that you are now only in 
the childhood of existence, and that there is a home in heaven prepared for 
you, by the free and unmerited grace of God. It should give a new charm to 
all earthly things, to know that we are passing through them to so glorious a 
rest hereafter ; but we mistake the very reason for wliich God blesses us now, 
if we do not look through every earthly comfort to something richer and 
better and more enduring. Look to be with your “ everlasting Father” for 
ever and ever ; look to share in His paternal love, when “ the heaven and the 
earth have passed away with a great noise, and the elements have melted 
with fervent heat,” and the eternal Son of God has come again in His 
glorious majesty, with Ilis countless saints and angels attending in His train 
— when Satan has been bound for ever, and cast into the den of his eternal 
sorrow, and when all that have served Satan arc with him. Then wiU your 
hearts rejoice with unspeakable exultation, if only you have fastened your 
hopes on His cross. Do so now. Brethren, look forward every day to bo 
happy with the Heedemer for ever ; be sure that He will never leave nor for- 
sake you ; and if you are tempted ever to forget these great truths, and to 
cease from searching as for hid treasure into the mine of His blessed Word — if 
you are ever tempted to forsake the comjj^ny of those that most love and 
follow Him here, and to find a baleful satisfaction in the company of the fri- 
volous and the wicked, — then again think of the glorious inheritance which 
you will be putting in doubt, and wliich may l>e yours. Walk worthy of your 
high vocation, and live as the children of Him whose name is “ Wonderful 
counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father.” 
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“ Ha ye therefore perfect^ even cut your Father which is in Iwaven is perfect.'*^-— 
Matthew v. 48. 

The declaration of St. Paul— “ we know that all things work together for 
our good,” is like many, nay, like most of the encouragements contained in 
Holy Writ, by no means understood in its full extent. We know that the 
afflictions which the righteous suffer in this life are sanctified by the blessing 
of God ; we know that the spiritual trials they undergo are overruled for 
their benefit j we know that “ the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church,” that the attempts of evil men to repress the spread of God^s Word do 
but cause it the more to “ run and be glorified,” that persecutions refine and 
exalt the spirit of Christianity, even as- the heat of the furnace purifies the 
gold exposed to its influence ; we know that “ godliness with contentment is 
great gain, having promise of the life which now is, as well as of that which 
is to come but it is seldom that we cast our eyes on the records of the 
past, contemplate God’s dealings from the beginning of the world until now, 
and trace the gradual progress of His work to its mighty and glorious end. 
Hid we do this, we should see the gflfects of national' convulsions and religious 
changes at work long ages after the memory of them, had passed away from 
human thought, or perchance from human records — at work even now, for 
the benefit of God’s church ; we should see the changes wrought in one age 
operating upon society in the next, working there new combinations, and 
transmitting them to a later period, again to effect revolutions yet more im- 
portant ; lye should trace the great chain of events connecting earth with 
heaven — our destiny with the throne of our Father and our God I 

It may not have been given to any to see clearly, through all its stages, 
this wonderful, this encouraging connection. ** We walk by faith, not by 
sight and though it. be hidden from our eyes, we are assured by Divine 
truth that it does exist, and that not one hair of our head can fall to the 
ground without the knowledge of our heavenly Father. 

But the meaning of the apostle in the passage I have quoted is still deeper 
and more cheering even than ibis; it goes back to the very foundation of life, 
to the very creation of man ; it teaches us that the successful machinations of 
the old serpent, the fall of our first parents from their pristine state of inno- 
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cencc and happiness, the curse pronounced upon the earth and upon them, 
the admission of death to a world created to be forever free from its influence, 
the expulsion of man from Paradise, and even the awful liability under whicU 
he now labours of eternal death — all work together for good to those who 
love God.” The father of men was created perfect, but every word he heard 
from his yet unoffended Maker, every fresh view he obtained of that Maker’s 
power and goodness, raised him nearer to the Divine nature, inflamed within 
him a more ardent love to God and a greater delight in His service. Had 
man continued as he was made, he would doubtless have been increasing in 
knowledge and love, through the duration of an unending existence ; and in this 
continual approach to the Divine nature did the perfection of Adam consist. 
It was a state of perpetual progression, to which, had there been any limit, 
there would have been at that same point an. end also of the^ perfection itself. 

And if we look into the constitution of nature, we see the same system of 
progression presented under a thousand different forms to our notice. Each 
created thing, in each state, has its own peculiar perfection : the acorn is as 
l)erfect as the oak, the crysalis as perfect as the butterfly; but were the acorn 
deprived of its vital power, by virtue of which it strikes its roots downwards 
and its branches upwards, gathering strength and stature from the sun and 
the rain and the dew and the elements of the earth, till it towers above the 
forest trees and reigns the undisputed sovereign of the woods, till its boughs 
were spread far and wide, piercing even the clouds of the sky, and birds and 
beasts found refuge in its shade, — where #rould be its perfection ? It will be 
answered, that the oak, though it may flourish centuries, will be at last 
blasted by the lightning, or withered by the lapse of years, and the butterfly, 
if not destroyed by his enemies, will perish by the cold of winter. But what 
though they do perish ? It is but the change of matter into matter, bearing a 
different form. From the oak an hundred oaks, from the butterfly an hun- 
dred butterflies will proceed, to adorn the forests of another era, the fields of 
another spring. It is but a still more beautiful instance of advance. The 
tree may fade, but the forest will arise in its jdace ; the same matter, uneon< 
sumed and indestructible, will be going onward to more extended perfection. 
It is being continually decomposed, that it may return to sight in new com- 
binations, in more expanded forms. the spirit of man cannot suffer 

docomiK)sition. It has no elements in which to be resolved, but is the imme^ 
diate and immaterial product of the Divine power, the emanation of the 
Divine essence. 

The progression, then, of the soul, must be a progression of a different kind — 
not from one body to another, not from one material form to another material 
form, but an advance in its assimilation to the Divine nature. This is the glo- 
rious privilege, after which we are taught to strive, this the splendid consum- 
mation of the Christian course. “Beloved,” says St John, “ now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that 
when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

Christian perfection, then, being a progressive state, and not confined to the 
perfection of any period soever, however exalted it may be, we are authorised 
to look for it on earth, to strive after it, to pray for it. Authorised, did 1 say ? 
Our text contains the command of Him who was at once God and Man. “ Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” It is 
not an apostle, whose knowledge of God must be limited by the span of His own 
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finite intellect, that has set the Eternal Deity before us, as our standard of per- 
fection, but He who was “ the fulness of His Father’s glory, and the express 
image of His person,” and who was so far from enjoining any harsh commands 
upon His frail creatures, that He left the throne of the universe, to bear our 
griefs and alleviate our sufferings. He was a Man ** in all points tempted like 
as we are,” who knew the weakness of our nature, and the shortness of our 
vision. Yet, thus capable of judging between God and man. He has set no 
bounds to the perfectibility of the human soul, but has commanded us to take 
** our Father which is in heaven” as the model of our perfection. 

In what, then, are we, while inhabitants of an earth so fallen, placed in a 
state so lowly, to imitate the perfections of Him who made all things out of 
nothing by the word of His power ? Can we invest ourselves with omnipo- 
tence and omniscience ? Gan we fill the world with our glory, and caU forth 
hymns to our praise from an astonished creation ? Can we clothe ourselves 
with the thunder, and hurl our bolts upon the unrighteous ? No, my brethren, 
these are parts of His perfections, wliich are no parts of ours. The perfection 
of God in Christ Jesus, in the life, in the active benevolence, in the holiness, 
in the purity, in the forbearance of the Redeemer, is the perfection which is to 
be the object of our imitation. It is not the awful majesty of God our Creator, 
but the Divine obedience of God our Saviour, that is placed before our eyes as 
a pattern ; and there is no station in society, no period of life, no era of time, 
to which that holy life will not furnish lessons — lessons which can make the 
soul “ wise unto salvation,” Are we afflicted ? Can we compare our afflic- 
tions with His who was ** a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” whom 
we did esteem ** stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ?” Yet, when was a 
murmur heard from His lips ? “ Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me ; yet not My will, but Thine be done.” The life of the most unhappy 
inau furnishes no instance of agony, like that which drew from the lips of our 
Mediator this touching expression of resignation ; nor can the mind of man 
conceive the intensity of that suffering which compelled Him to exclaim — 
** My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?” Are we tempted? Can 
we compare our temptations with His who was “ led up of tho Spirit into the 
wilderness, to be tempted of the devil ?” who when poor, was tempted with 
the riches of this world; when feel^, with universal empire ; when hungry, 
with bread ; when forsaken, with protection? He was “ tempted like as we 
are,” but far more abundantly ; wicked men and wicked spirits tried their 
utmost skill to draw Him from His integrity, but iu vain ; and His conduct 
under temptation is proposed to us for our imitation. Are we poor ? ** The 
Son of Man had not where to lay His head but He was humble and modest 
in His deportment ; He laboured with His hands, He paid “ honour to whom 
h<mour was due, tribute to whom tribute.” He did not speak ill of the rulers 
of His people ; He repressed the spirit of discontent, of insolence, of sedition, 
wheresoever He found it ; and His apostles, who preached the lessons they 
had learned from their Divine Master, laid no small stress upon the virtues of 
humility, loyalty, modesty, and respectful obedience to constituted authorities. 
Are wo rich, and powerful, and dignified ? We have advantages which the 
Son of Man did not assume, for He “ took upon Him the form of a servant,” 
the death of a malefactor. But He ** hatli left us also an example He was 
kind and affable, ** easy to be entreated,” gentle and forgiving. 11c was indeed 
of the house of Israel and the family of David, but the Roman centurion and 
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the SyrophoBnician woman shared Ilis mercy. “ Barbarian, Scythiaii, bond 
or free,” were alike in His eyes ; His active benevolence was exhibited not 
only in His own life, but in the commands He gave to those who consulted 
Him. He set a perfect example to children, by His obedience and subjection 
tc His earthly parents ; to the members of His church, by the exactness with 
which He kept the laws of Moses ; to citizens, by His submission to the Homan 
government ; to mankind at large, by His holiness, His sincerity. His habits of 
constant employment, of prayer, of reproving sin. Here is a model, earthly, 
yet Divine, by the following of which alone we can become “ perfect, as our 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

Let us consider, then, a person seriously reviewing his past life, and medi- 
tating on the responsibility entailed upon him, — aware that “ the wages of sin 
is death,” and that sin hitherto has been the business of his life — “ for whatso- 
ever is not of grace is sin.” Let us suppose him searching the Scriptures nar- 
rowly, to compare his own deeds, his own words, his own thoughts, with the 
tlioughts, words, and deeds of Christ, after whose example he should have 
walked, perceiving the incalculable diiicrence, applying to God for the assist- 
ance of His Holy Spirit, and resolutely determining to load a new life for the 
time to come ; let us suppose liim led to place his reliance upon the merits of 
the Redeemer, to feel within him the witness of the Spirit, by which he is 
enabled to cry, “ Abba, Father;” let us further figure him under this influ- 
ence, forming new habits, discarding old associations, overcoming the sallies of 
appetite and passion, till deeper views of Divine truth, and further manifesta- 
tions of Divine grace, are opened to his mind, till his experience is fit to direct 
others in the paths of righteousness, and his example reflects lustre upon the 
name that lie has assumed. We may go further still ; we may suppose such a 
man, lenient to the faults of others, ever ready to find excuses for the sinner, 
without palliating the sin, hoping all things, enduring all things, believing 
all things.” Cultivating Ills mental powers to the utmost, not to display his 
knowledge, to win the praise of the literary, the scientific, or the philosopliic 
w'orld, but to do good to his fellow-creatures, to advance the glory of his 
Creator, neglecting no opportimity, shrinking from no danger, declining no 
labour, that he may succeed in so doing. Such a man as this we may jiro- 
nounce “ perfect, throughly furnished to ^ery good work.” But in the cata- 
logue of those graces which entitle him to so glorious a title, loi us not forget 
Christian humility. He will exclaim — ‘ I am an unprofitable servant ; I have 
done only that which it was my duty to do.’ Nay more, be will he ready to 
adopt the emphatic language of the apostle,, and say — ” I am the chief of sin- 
ners.” Nor should we wonder, that where other virtues abound, this humi- 
lity should be found in like proportion ; tliat where the Scriptures are deeply 
known, the purity of God and the depravity of roan, the holy requirements of 
His law, and the insufilciency of our best works, should be duly appreciated. 
St. Paul, when he thus designated himself, was not far from being the chief of 
saints. The whitest garment shows most conspicuously the smallest stain ; 
and he whose walk with God is the closest, sees with the greatest accuracy 
even the smallest deviation. 

But from feelings and expressions like these, we catch another view of 
Christian perfection ; and when we find complaints of sin coming from the lips 
of a Paul, we see not only wliat we are to aim at, but also what measure of 
success we may expect. While in this world we cannot hope for freedom from’ 
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sin ; that i8» a perfect, absolute freedom. Were this even the case, the world 
would be no longer a state of probation^to such persons ; and their condition, 
though less glorious, would be equally secure with that of ** the saints in light.” 
Watchfulness, and fasting, and prayer, would to them be no longer necessary ; 
temptations would liave no power to try, nor affliction to purify them ; they 
would be no more members of the church militant, and not yet entered into 
the splendours of the church triumphant; they would be out of their place, 
and exhibit the strange spectacle of an inconsistency in the government of 
God. Abraham was called “ the friend of God;” Job was “ perfect and 
upright David was “ a man after God’s own heart Elijah was so perfect, 
that the Most High bore Him away from the earth in a chariot of fire, and he 
passed to the glories of eternity without suffering death : — yet did Abraham 
fall into unbelief ; Job into discontent and self-satisfaction ; David into murder 
and adultery ; and even Elijah into murmuring and distrust. St. Paul was, 
perhaps, the most favoured saint of the New Covenant dispensation ; to him 
HO much was revealed, that it was unlawful and impossible for him to relate 
his cxtatic visions ; yet we find St. Paul exclaiming — “ 0 1 wretched man that 
1 am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death ?” “ 1 find a law in 
my members warring against the law of my mind.” We find him insisting on 
the necessity of watching and prayer ; “ lest having,” as he says, “ preached 
to others, he himself should become a castaway.” 

Thus, then, we find that St. Paul himself was not free from all sin. It no 
longer ruled, but it still lurked within his heart, llis perfection consisted in 
the constant advance which he was making in Divine things. “ If,” 
says he, “ by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dehd. Not as though I had already attained, either were already made 
perfect, but I follow after, if I may apprehend that for which 1 also 
am apiuehendcd of Christ Jesus.” Here wo see that to sinless perfection St. 
Pauhhad not attained, nor could he attain it till *Uhe resurrection of the 
dead but We have only to go on reading his epistle to his Philippian con- 
verts, and we shall find a species of perfection, to ^ hich not only the apostle, 
but also some of his disciples had attained. ** But let us,” says he, as many 
as be perfect, be thus minded.” lie, therefore, and they, had not only 
reached a high degree of knowledge, of love, of experience, but were still 
advancing; and though it was impossible that they should ever equal the 
human perfection of the Redeemer, yet were they constantly advancing 
nearer and nearer thereto. Here we see, also, the necessity of having abso- 
lute sinless perfection, even the perfection of God made manifest in the fiesh, 
as a model — a degree to which no mere human being eter lias attained, or ever 
can attain. * Short of this, there is no limit that the apostle and those who 
follow him, as he followed Christ, may not have surpassed, no degree of per- 
fection beyond which we in these latter days may not go. Yet so long as the 
human heart is the dwelling of impulses, which though good in themselves 
tend towards sinful objects, so long will man require the strength of God, to 
repel the temptations by which he is surrounded. Not until human nature be 
restored to wliat it was when Adam first possessed it, will man’s watchfulness 
be sufficient to prevent man’s falling into sin. The soul may be free from the 
dominion of sin ; we may have ” crucified the flesh with its affections and 
lusts but though crucified, it still lives ; though repressed, it still struggles ; 
and not till we lay down the Inidy in the grave, shall it cease from “ warring 
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against tlie law of our minds.” Then, indeed, shall we be free ; the bonds 
that held down the spirit to the frail things of earth shall be broken for ever, 
and the soul shall expand towards Go# with a never-ending expansion. The 
first era of our existence will be closed ; the perfect man of God is now “ the 
spirit of a just man made perfect;” patience and resignation, labour and 
affliction, have had their perfect work ; the/ have “ worked out a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory and the human nature of Christ, 
sincerely but imperfectly followed, the glorified spirit now looks only to His 
Divine nature, as its legitimate object of imitation. Lifted above this world 
of sin, and suffering, and temptation, crowned with a circlet of immortal 
radiance, arrayed in a whit^ robe, and holding the palm of victory, will tlio 
effulgence of the Triune Deity strike on the undazzled eye, and the command, 
still binding, recur to the heart — “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Esther wliich is in heaven is perfect.” 

Here we would pause. “ Eye hath not seen, neither hath the ear heard, 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, what good things tlu‘ 
Lord hath laid up for them who love Him.” All that the earth knows of 
glorious and gorgeous, of sublime and extatic ; crowns and palms, and white 
robes ; light unceasing and unimaginable ; seas of glass ; streets of gold, and 
gates of pearl ; mighty cities, and yet mightier hosts, all gleaming in the 
unclouded brightness of the Divine presence ; — such are the figures, and w(.‘ 
must ever remember that they are but figures, faint and shadowy emblems of 
the happiness that awaits the ransomed. 

But heaven hath one charm more potent than these, one hope more dear, 
one expectation more invaluable. Next to the presence of God, we shall 
rejoice in the presence of those we have loved on earth. I know that many 
deny this ; I know that many, and no inconsiderable Christians, tell us that 
our affections will there be so enlarged that we shall look with equal lov^ on 
every member of the celestial host. They tell us, that “ those who do the 
will of our Father which is in heaven, the same shall be our mothers, our 
sisters, and our brothers they tell us, that did the love of kindred and 
friends survive the grave, we should suffer so much sorrow, even in the king- 
dom of heaven, for those who have no entrance there, for the loved, and alas ! 
the lost, that even the Divine presence would be but imperfect glory to us — 
the Divine favour an imperfect beatitude. But surely those who take a view 
like this have but lightly considered the matter. In a place where every tear 
is wiped from every eye, we may truly “ rejoice with those who do rejoice,” 
without “ weeping with those who weep.” Could not God erase from the 
tablets of memory all that oppressed the heatt with unavailing regret ? And 
if we look on the church on earth, we shall see the man who aspires to be 
“ perfect in holiness, in the fear of the Lord,” looking upon his own house- 
hold with a love more intense in proportion to its purity. His love to God is 
the pervading principle of his life ; his love to his family, to those wlio are 
joined with him in the bands of Christian fellowship, is only less powerful 
than this. His affections do not, it is true, remain closed up within this 
chosen circle ; they embrace the community of which he is a member, tlie 
state of which he is a citizen, the world of which he is an inhabitant, and 
each of these, with an ardour progressively less, yet justly proportioned. 
That expansion of heart, which takes into its Charitable view the inhabitant 
of the far-off islands that stud the Pacific, and the shivering native of the 
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Polar region— which recognizes a brother wherever it meets with the hunmn 
form ; if it be by the progressive influence (*f our holy religion refined and 
made yet more warm, yet more extensite, does not become so at the expense 
of tlie nearer circles. It is as if a double portion of heat were communicated 
to the visible sun ; the farthest planet would partake of the added influence, 
but the nearest would still have the largest portion of light and heat. Ay, if 
this increase were going on for ever, the eflect would still be tlie same. Why, 
then, should we suppose that there is any point in the Christian’s existence 
at which this law should cease, at which those aflections should be abolished, 
which are good in themselves and planted in us for good ; which can never 
want objects upon which to exercise themselves ; nay, more, which were a 
part of man's moral nature, when he rejoiced in Im Creator's image ? If they 
existed in the soul of Adam, they ar'^ part of the Divine nature, and shall 
therefore in the glorified spirit flounsh for ever. Our Lord himself, when |Cm 
earth, looked not upon ail His disciples with the same love : there was ./iic 
who enjoyed the blessed title — “ thr disciple whom Jesus loved.” IVter and 
James and John were more favoured, more loved, than the oiher nine ; and 
the reason is evident — they were themselves more ardent in their affection to 
the Saviour. Hence it is, then, that we conclude those feelings, thus autho • 
rized by Christ’s example, to be a part of our perfection ; and because they 
can never want fit objects for their exercise, to be eternal. 

Ajud oh ! 'how delightful is the anticipation, that those whom death liath 
severed from us, heaven shall give to us again for ever ; that love may have 
its seed-time in this world of toil and care, but that its full and abundant har- 
vest is in a glorified state, where there are no mutabilities, no uncertainties ! 
It does set in a strong light the perfectibility of our fallen, but ransomed 
nature, that those warm affections which we pour forth upon our fellow- 
creatures are in an advancing state — ^that they will “ grow with our” opirit’^'^l 
“ growth, and strengthen with our” siiiritur' strengtli that deatl Jmth 
not the power to chill, nor the tomb to bury them, but that if begun in Christ 
here, they shall be perfected in Christ in eternity. Was not this the hope of 
David, when he lamented for his infant son, but concluded in pious resigna- 
tion — “ I shall go to him, but he shall not return 'o mo ?” Is not this the 
hope reechoed by the mother, who lays her firstborn l)eneath the turf ; by 
the husband, who follows the chosen of his heart to a home more quiet than 
he could offer her ; by the child, who beholdj the revered head of the parent 
at length laid upon the bosom of our c >mmon mother ? Let us view ,nes 
like these, and reflect if this be not one of the strongest consolations which 
religion offers ? The separation is but for a time, but the reunion shall be for 
ever. 

Thus, then, with that love, with those general and particular feelings of 
affection, which the cold clime of earth allowed but to bud, now ripened into 
a perfect state ; with those faculties which the mists of this world clo^'ded, 
reistored to more than pristine brightness, will the 'Christian whose trials are 
over, whose addictions have been endured, and who hath come forth perfect 
through suffering, commence the second era of his existence, and “ leaving 
those things that are behind,” even the human perfection of Christ, shall 
“ press forward” to the perfection of His Divine nature, in a race no longer 
impeded, with a purpose no longer wavering, with a clear sight and an 
undying love — on, on, for ever ! 
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LECTURE IV. 

The HR wjiOM. ^ ' "ICC* uf the impropriety of enlistinpf the compulsory 

pn the side of hontM .. • to bcj found in Enf^land. It is the wisdom of the 

'e^?isIator tc* know 'u hound of his domain ;-for his overstepping^ of it is the 
oun if innumtjrab’e t3vils to thi commonwealth. There is a tendency in all 
^ove. .aients ' ■> iiitornioddle ; and the English government intermeddled when 
"igali. edtho Poor Laws. No doubt sympathy originated and keeps them 
up ; but compassion would have been found in others as well as in legislators ; 
and. if they hod let aturc alone, any case of distress would have called out 
the sympathy of the neighbourhood. The humanity which, within the walls 
of I’arli ament, is on the side of the law, proves that without the walls of I’ar- 
liaraciit there i." a humanity, to which the poor mav safely be left. It is 
better that it should be so, than that humanity should be forced into action, or 
".•o/en into apathy by the cold touch of legislation. 

“"et s consider the variations in the price of commodities, as affected by 
r’il)ply and demand. The holders of sugar, for instance, have a residue of that 
article beyond wl'-’t is required for their own wants, to exchange for other 
things. If the* ,4,/e too much, (in proportion to the demand,) they strive to 
?cll each otln-r ; so that the great supply brings down the price. But if 
they nave too little, t.. - is a cuinT»ctition to obtain it; and one purchaser, by 

Mii.g oa< large.r iiulucen enis to tuo holder to 'part with it, outbids anat/iei 
pm acSer, and brings up the price. The price is inversely to tlie svpply. 
But - ecu conceive there may be no variation in the supply, and yet a weekly 
, natioii in the pnee. Buyers may net '»ave the same demand ; and here the 
price ill btj directly 1 the demand oi to the proportion between the supply 
a d die demand. '1 he use of money does not affect this relation : it is only an 
into»'medium used fo»* the sa»te >f convenience. The price of so much sugar, 
will buy so much corn. 

Some articles are more tremulous than ctn ^rs ; — vibrating more in price. 
Hence the fluctuations in the co’^’u-market ; for the supply affects necessaries 
more than luxuries. Let one-third of the supply be lost, in the case of neces- 
sai-ifea, and it will make an addition of more than one-third to the price, — per- 
haps more than one-half. Not so with lui^ries ; especially if we can substi- 
tute one luxury for another. If the supply of West Indian sugar, for instance, 
be le«»8ened one-third, the deficien<y will not raise the price in the same pro- 
portion as it would that of com. Man cannot submit to a diminution of th(3 
fast ; and, if the price rise, he must refrain from other things in order to 
obtain it. But he can commute the West Indian sugar for a substitute, or 
can give it up. Here the rising of the price may be counteracted by a dimi- 
nution of the demand. Men cannot do with one-third less com than usual, 
without inconvenience ; each, therefore, tries to ^ct more than his neighbour ; 
and hence the rise in price. Men cannot live without necessaries ; and the^ 
are not content to diminish their use, as they would that of luxuries.^ A dimi- 
jtion of one-half in the supply of esculents would quadruple the price ; but a 
failure in all the vineyards of a country would not so raise the price of wine. 
Rather than pay four times the price for Burgundy, a man would turn to Claret; 
or he would limit his indulgence in it ; or he would withdraw from it entirely. 
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We arc nf)t to suppose that pt'ople are three timers less fed, because the price 
of food is three times greater. This rise in price only leads them to give up 
comforts, and seasonings, and second necessaries ; and to wear more thread- 
bare garments. Thus the poor might weather this season of high prices ; 
because they would get food more abundantly than the price would indicate, 
and would retrench in other things ; especially if their former standard of enjoy- 
ment was high. This explains now they weather the most fearful reverses of 
trade and of the seasons ; and, after an interval of gloomy fears and sufferings, 
emerge into the same comfort as before. This result may well be referred to 
that Providence, which has so harmonised society, and adjusted its parts. 

The general doctrine of prices is, that they vary only with the quantity of 
articles supplied ; but, in reality, this variation is proportionate to their neces- 
sity, An exception must be made as to spices ; the dealers in which have 
sometimes found their account in destroying a large part of their cargoes ; 
and thus a luxury may vacillate more than other things. Suppose that corn, 
sugar, and nutmegs were to fail one-third in the supply. The first would rise 
much in price ; the second would rise less ; and the third, though more a 
luxury than sugar, might come nearer to the corn in its oscillations- Sugar is 
so much used, as to be a heavy article of family-consumption ; and if the price 
be doubled, the purchasers must economise. Hence the slackening in the 
demand. But with respect to nutmegs, though it is more possible to econo- 
mise, it is not such an object to do so ; as it would not make a difference of 
sixpence a year on an average of all the families in the land, or of a guinea in 
any one of them ; and they would rather give three or four times the prices 
than lose the nutmegs. An aged lady (to give another instance) would not 
give up her tea for a month, whatever might be the price. 

Let us now apply these principles to labour ; which may be considered as a 
marketable commodity, liable to ^eat fluctuations, far beyond the variations 
in the supply, A small fraction of excess in the latter, has i>roduccd a dispro- 

g ortionate disttoss of the population ; and thus a fractional remedy miglil. 

ring things tight again. The urgent need of subsistence raises the price of 
artimes of necessity, on but a slight deficiency ; and, for the same reason, the 
price of labour will be much lowered on a very slight overplus ; — labour being 
the medium of all necessaries to the labourer. Hence the more intense com- 
petition for exxiployment. Rather than be thrown out of work, there would be 
a general cheapening of labour ; and thus, by regulating their numbers, the 
labourers have the same hold on their employers, as the holders of a commo- 
dity which has bccoifie scarce have on their customers. If twenty thousand 
weavers were enough to supply the demand, the addition of only one thousand 
more would bring a painful distress on all ; for wages would fall much more 
than one-twentieth. How melancholy soever this may appear at first sight, it 
leads us to look hopefully on the future destinies of our species. The misery 
of an overtrade bein^ so easily changed, it lies within the compass of a small 
practical relief to bring back a sufficient remuneration ; and if the future 
supply be somewhat and slightly reduced, there will be realised the spectacle 
of a well-paid and wdll-conditioned peasantry. Instead of labourers going 
about for employment, master-manufacturers would have to go a-begging for 
labourers. It is piteous to see a population prostrate from their own numbers. 
If relieved from the competition by which they keep down each other, they 
would be in a condition in which every genuine friend of humanity would love 
to see them. The question was once agitated in Glasgow, whether it would be 
well to supplement the insufficient wages of the labourers with a gratuity ; 
but, being certain there was only a slight overplus of labour, I persuaded the 
employers to supply the superabundant labourers with other work. The plan 
was completely successful ; and is now acted on in similar cases.^ 

* This Lecture commenoed and concluded with extracts fW>m Dr. Chalmers’s Review of 
Mr. James Oleland’s “Rise and Progress of the City of Glasgow**, in the “Edinburgh 
Review*' for May, 1820 (No. 66 ; Volume 33, Page 882), and since incorporated in the col- 
lected edition of Dr. C’s Works, Volume 20, Page 369 (“ Prospects of Manufacture*') ; and 
from his “ Chisistian and Civic Economy of Large Towns”, Volume 3, Chapter 17 (“ Wages 
of Labour”), Page 17 ; or Volume 10 of his Works (“ Christian and Economic Polity of a 
Nation”, Volume 2), Page 226. 
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“ T7ie Hevelation of Jesus Christy which God gave unto Himy to show unto His 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and tie sent and signified it by His 
angel unto His servant John : who hare record of the Word of Uody and of the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are writ- 
ten therein : for the time is at hand.” — Kevelation i. 1 — 3. 

Such of you, my dear friends, as constitute especially my own people, will 
recollect that sometime ago I began a series of addresses, explanatory of the 
structure, the principles, and the objects of this book. You will recollect that I 
told you then, what I tell you now, that in these expositions I shall produce 
nothing that is original, probably very little that is striking — but I trust much 
that is really profitable. A great dead has been written upon this book : much 
very foolish ; much probably, (as far as we can see,) izi« vain ; but in recent 
days, and especially in the pages of Mr. Elliott’s Horce Apocalypticce, one of 
the ablest productions of research and genius, new light has been reflected 
on the pages of the hook of Kevelation. I tell you candidly, that I shall beg 
and borrow and steal from that book of Mr. Elliott’s all that I ; and I ask 
you not to acquiesce in his opinion because he is a learned man, nor in my 
interpretation because I have studied him, but in what si^ms to you to be the 
fair, the just, and the scriptural exposition of the wmr^swf the Holy Spirit of 
God. ^ ‘ 

The name applied to this book is a very remarkable one. It seems to me, 
however, that not a few Christians practically interchange two names of very 
opposite import. The first half of each is extremely like that of the other in 
sound — but the whole meaning of the one is diametrically opposite to that of 
the other. One is the word Apocrypha, which means what is Wdden — the other 
is the word Apocalypse, which means what is revealed and made known. The 
Apocrypha are those books which are adopted by the Church of Home, of 
human oi^igin and of no value in deciding what is truth ; the Apocalypse is the . 
Divine and inspired book, made known to ‘John in Patmos, revealed and taught 
him by the Holy Spirit of God. On the Apocrypha 1 am silent, or speak 
only to condemn it — on the Apocalypse I would that I were eloquent, in order 
that I might speak adequately to recommend it. 

liie words which are rendered in our version — ^ the Hevelation of Jesus 
Christ,’* have also been misinterpreted. ^ It does not mean the revelation made 
bp Jesus Christ, but it is the revelatioif' of Jesus Christ liimself. In other 
words, it does hot mean Christ the revealer, but Christ the revealed; it does not 
mean a revelation about something else that Christ made known to John, but 
a revelation, or apocalypse, or portrait of Christ, which was communicated to 
John the 86^ in Patmos. And that I am correct in this interpretation will be 
plain, I think, to your comprehension, from such passages as these, where the 
word occurs ; for the word apocalypse (I may state to you) ooctum very fre- 
quently in Scriptore, but unhappily, in our admirable trauslatioii — ^jusuy the 

* This room is to be used for some time for worship taS tho congregation of the Scutch 
Church. Crown Court, while their place of worship is shut up for ei^argement and repairs. 

It was extremely crowded. 
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subject of almost universal eulogy — there is a change of rendering though there 
be none in the original. For instance : in the first epistle to the Corinthians, the 
first chapter, ht tine seventh verse, it is in our version — “ So that ye come behind 
in no gift ; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.** Now in the origi- 
nal it is — “ waiting for the apocalypse of our lA>rd Jesus Christ.’* Again : in 
the second epistle to the Thessalonians, the first chapter, at the seventh verse, 
you will find another rendering, but it is still the same original word : “ And 
to you who are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven.” It is, literally translated — “ in the apocalypse of the Lord 
Jesus Christ from heaven.” Again : in the first epistle of Peter, the first 
chapter, and the seventh verse, and also at the thirteenth verse, we have the 
same word, but again differently translated. And here I may remark how 
great a pity it is that the same word should be the subject of a variety of trans- 
lations. If it had been translated in one way throughout the* New Testament, 
it would have made the beauty and the force of the meaning of the Spirit of 
God evolve more vividly. We read, in the first epistle of Peter, the first 
chapter, and the seventh verse — “ That it might be found unto praise, and 
honour, and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” In the original it is — 

in the apocalypse,” in the revelation “of Jesus Christ.*’ And in the thir- 
teenth verse of the same chapter — “ Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, 
and hope to the end for thi) grace that is to be brought unto you at the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ.” Here again it is in the original — “ in the apocalypse 
of Jesus Christ.” And in all these passages it means, not a disclosure, or reve- 
lation, or manifestation made by Christ, but made concerning or of Christ, 
In other words, the title of this book is not Christ the revealer, but Christ the 
revealed ; and that revelation of Christ, we are told, was also given by Christ 
to John His servant, in the Isle of Patmos. 

This book, then, you will perceiv^ from these passages and from this expla- 
nation of their meaning, is an inspired portrait of the Son of God ; it is (if I 
may borrow the expression) the epiphsmy of Jesus — ^the description of His 
personal glory, to which prophets and martyrs looked forward with waiting 
hope — an apoc^ypse soi brilliant that the sight of the Jew was altogether dazzled 
by its splendour, so^nheh so that he could not see the intervening valleys of 
Gethsemane and Calvary, through which Christ must move, in order to obtain 
and inherit His predestined glory. Very beautifully, therefore, the book 
begins— Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him and 
very appropri||tely this book closes — “ Surely, I come quickly : Amen. Even 
so come, Lord Jesus.” It begins with His advent and ends with it. That 
sublime, sustaining, and precious hope is in the eye of the holy seer, when he 
sat down to receiye%%bright visions, and the same hope is in his eye when 
he kneels down at the close ^nd cries — “ Come, Lord Jesus.” He had seen 
and leaned on the bosom of tne Sufferer, and he longs to see and reign with his 
risen and glorified King. “ Whom having not seen, we love ; and in whom 
though now we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” 

The distinction between the revelation of Christ in the Apocalypse, and the 
revelation of Christ in the Gospels, is briefly this ; the Gospels represent 
Christ the sufferer — the Apocalypse depicts Christ the conqueror. The 
Gospels detail “ His agony, His cross, His passion. His bloody sweat” — the 
Apocalypse describes His throne, His “ many crowns,” and prostrate saints 
adoring dnd saying — “ Unto Him tliat loved, us, and washed us from our sins in 
His blood, and hath made us kingsiand priests unto our God, to Him be glory 
and honour and blessing.” In the Gospels we see the shadow of the- cross, 
deep, dark, and palpable to all — in the Apocalypse the lustre of the crown 
fthinpi forth in all its uneartl^y brilliancy, so that he that reads may run while 
he reads it. In the Gospels wc have Christ a priest at the altar — in the 
Apocalypse we see Christ a King upon His throne ; in the one we have 
Cnrist in the robes of Aaron — ^in the other we have Christ in the 
royalties of David; in the first we behold Christ the sacrificing priest, 
the atoning victim — ^in the second we discover Christ with the “ many 
crowns” upon His head, “ Lord of lords, and King of kings.” Thus, then, 
the Gospels reveal Christ an^id the associations of Calvary— the Apoc^ypse 
reveals Christ with aU the aooompaniments of glory ; each in its place, each 
for its object, is the revelation, or the apocalypse of Christ 

Y ou cannot but observe tihat the language m the passage I have selected for 
exiMisition, discourages and discountenances the very popular idea — that we are 
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not to study, and that we cannot possibly become acquainted witii tilings pre- 
dicted, but not yet performed. Most men say, ‘ Things performed we may 
study and improve ; but things predicted we have nothing to do with, except to 
lay them aside upon the shelf, and wait till their actual performance casts its 
light upon them, and shapes the dim prophecy into history.* But certainly 
this idea is not sanctioned in the passage 1 have selected for exposition ; for 
this revelation was sent to Christ's servant John, “ to show unto His servants 
things which must shortly come to pass.** It does not read thus — to show 
unto His servant John,** but “ to show rmto His servants the word is in the 
plural number ; that is, to all Christians. And to show them what ? Not the 
things which have already come to pass, but “things which must shortly 
come to pass** — not the facts of the past, but the events of the future. Now 
the popular idea is, that these predicted things we ought not to attempt to 
understand, and that it is only performed things that we ought to endeavour 
to profit by. The statement here, if that statement is to bo received, (as 
unquestionably it ought,) is that things that are predicted, that arc foreshown, 
are to be studied just because they are inspired, and may, though dimly and 
darkly as through a glass be understood by the servants and people of God. 
You recollect, Daniel explained to the captives in Babylon future things, and 
thus comforted them, not with past records, but with unfulfilled prophecies. You 
may recollect also, that our blessed Lord minutely predicted to His apostles the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; and He told them how they were to conduct them- 
selves in the prospect of that destruction. He showed them that responsi- 
bilities were incurred, by their knowing things predicted ; and the apostles, we 
read, and the Christians who fled to Pella, believed the prophecy, and escaped 
the ruin, having done well in taking heed to the prophecy that shone as a 
light in a dark place. It is also very remarkable, that one office of the Holy 
Spirit of God — an office that cannot be explained on the popular presumption 
we have alluded to— is, that “ He will show you things to come and the 
apostle Peter tells us, in his second epistle, the first chapter, at the nineteenth 
verse, that there is “ a sure word of prophecy, unto which we do well to take 
take heed, as to a light shining in a dark place ;** and we m^ told also, in tlic third 
chapter, at the first verse — “ This second epistle, belox^d, 1 now write unto 
you ; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance : tliat 
ye may be mindful of the words wliich were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and 
Saviour : knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoflbrs, 
walking after their own lusts, and saying. Where is the promise of His 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, ^ things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation.** We are t<W^t>y the apostle Paul, 
that “ eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither haVb entered into the heart 
man the things which God hath prepared for the of that love 
Him.** That is future. But he adds — “ But He hath revealed them 
unto us by His Spirit ;** teacliing us, therefore, that things which have not yet 
come to pass, are things that we may study. They may not be essential to 
our personal safety, but they may contribute to our spiritual comfort, and to 
the glory and honour and praise of God. And why did the Jews, we may 
ask, reject the Messiah in His suflerings ? Just b^uso they neglected the 
study of unfulfilled prophecy. And may not we also be found neglecting 
privileges, if not despising duties, when we make the book of Bevelation that 
book which we never read in our. fafiiilies, nor study in our closets, nor listen 
to, as expounded and explained froni the pulpit, by the ministers of Christ ? 

It was not so in olden days ; Jor this book was a favourite study with the 
early Christians. The martyrs of the first three centuries found springs of 
comfort in the addresses to the seven churches, which refreshed their souls 
amid the flames. The Beformers, as you may well know, and recollect from 
reading, found in the Apocalypse the most condemning verdicts against the 
great Western apostacy, and from its description as from a full and exhaustless 
arsenal, they drew the weapons with which they smote and overthrew the 
great Dagon of the West, with the most exterminating and complete success. 
This holy hook seems to me to be a lamp, which shines over all the histoiy of 
our world, that casts illuminating rays into all its perplexing and perplexed 
events, and that taken as a lamp in a place which is otherwise entirely dark, 
may be to us a light beam from on high, “ a lamp to oor feet, and a light to 
our path,** to which we shall “ do well to take heed,’* 

In the next place, tins Apocalypse, or book of Bevelatkm, is stated, at the 
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beginning of the first chapter, to hax^e been written under tlio inspiration of 
tile Spirit, by John, who testified of the Word of God. There can be no 
doubt that this was John the evangelist ; his testimony was emphatically 
that of “ the Word his Gospel is peculiarly the Gospel of “ the Word made 
flesh.*’ The very commencement of his Gospel is — “ In the beginning was 
the Word;” and the close of his Gospel is — “These are written, tliat ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God *, and that believing, ye 
might have life through His name.” And Wetstein and Lardner, two distin- 
guished critics upon the original, as well as tlic contents of the Scriptures, 
have selected about thirty or forty texts from the Apocalypse, which contain 
words and phrases and forms of expression that are almost identical with 
those used in the Gospels, — thus proving tiiat the same John who wrote the 
Gospel was the writer of the Apocalypse ; and such differences of, style, as 
iinqud^tioiiahly do occur, are to be explained and accounted for by the dif- 
ference of the subjects, and perhaps also of time. The Gospel was written by 
John sixty years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, and was, if I may 
so speak, a cool and dispassionate retrospect and record of that sublime 
biography ; the Apocalypse, on the other hand, was written the very moment 
its truths were tauglit and its visions made known — the depth and splendour 
of the scene making a deeper impression, and originating more expressive 
words. And therefore the Apocalypse contains an eloquence of language, a 
grandeur of thought, and a ma^ificence of style, which certainly are not 
approached by the more prosaic and historical narrative of the (Jospel. 
This difference, however, is easily accounted for ; .the subject and date will 
explain the simplicity of the narrative of the one, and the sublime and poetic 
extacy by which the other is characterised. 

The time at which the Apocalypse was written, was about the year 97. 
John was banished to Patmos by the emperor Homitian ; and if we had no 
other evidence that it was during the reign of Domitian, we have it in the fact 
that he was the first Homan emperor who adopted that mode of punishment. 
But J ohn’s banishment from his earthly home lifted him nearer a heavenly 
one. He was condeni|Led and banished by a king that died, that he might 
be favoured^ and comiorted by “ the King of kings.” An inner radiance 
was poured into his spirit, that more than compensated for his external night. 
God thus gives His people in all circumstances compensatory elements. In 
the history of His church, He often makes afflictions beautiful, by weaving 
through them the rainbow of His mercy and love. He thus made barren 
Patmos a scene of manifestation >of far richer glories than Tabor. He can 
make the tents of Mesech and the tabernacles of Kedar repose in a sunshine 
more glorious than ever^ell on the towers of Salem. God’s Shecliinah often 
illuminates the desert, llaniel beheld in Babylon bright visions he saw not 
elsewhere ; John, in Patmos, beheld a glory he never witnessed in Jerusalem ; 
John Banyan, in his lonely prison, bad dreams and visions, approaching in 
their purity and splendour to apocalyptic scenes ; and Martin Xruther, during 
his confinement in Wartburg, translated the Scriptures, and had the enjoy- 
ment of a freedom to whk:h thousands outside were strangers. It is the heart, 
not the house, that makes home. And thus, while the afflictions of God’s 
people abound,^ their joys abound also. The cloud that is darkest, is fringed 
to their eyes with beams of celestial lustre, and crushing calamities unveil 
within them latent mercies ; and thoie vho have been in the deepest afflic- 
tion, have been the first to exclaim, on emerging from its depths — “ It was 
good for me that I was afflicted.” 

Let me also show you, that this book has been recognized as canonical in 
every age of the Christian church. I will quote only one or two references, 
but Ibese will sufficiently vindicate it. Perhaps you ar^ aware that the 
Church of Borne has made the frequent objeetion, that we Protestants are 
indebted to her decision for the possession of the AjKKialypse at all. They say, 
the Apocalypse was not admitted by that church, by any public act, or by 
any synodical decisiou, till the fifth, if not the siitth century. But if this be 
true, instead of proving that the church of Borne has great credit, it rather 
reflects upon her the greatest discredit — ^for it shows how sleepy that church 
must have been, how wind her visiwi, how forgetful of her duties, seeing that 
she failed to recognize as canonical a Divine book during six centuries in suc- 
^ssion. Does it not also show, how much more trustworthy is private 
Indgnient ^clesiastical decisions, when fathers and writers and doctors 
saw tlie inspiration of the Apocalypse, and pronounced it to be Divine, while 
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tile church of Rome did not know that it was part of the Sacred Canon at all ? 
ITor instance : Ignatius, one of the earliest of the Christian fathers, who lived 
in the year 107 — that is, just ten years after John wrote the Apocalyi^se — 
quotes several passages from this Ixiok, thus showing that it was in existence 
ill his day, and perused by his co- presbyters and people. Poly carp, another 
father, a martyr, who lived in the year 108, wlieii he was brouglit to the fag- 
got to be consumed in the flames, offered up a prayer used in the eleventh 
chapter of the book of Revelation, at the seventeentli verse — “ We give Thee 
thanks, Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” And imme- 
diately after him, Irenieus, whose name is associated with peace, and whose 
writings contain some beautiful appeals on behalf of peace, quotes i>ortions of 
the Apocalypse, and adds the interesting statement, preserved in the writings 
of Eusebius, that John wrote it at the latter end of the reign of Domitian, 
when in exile at Patinos. Justin Martyr, who lived in the year 140 — that 
is, forty-three years after the Apocalypse was written, not only read it, but 
wrote an exiilanation of it. And Eusebius in the fourth century, and Jerome, 
the most learned of all the Latin fathers, likewise quote it as a portion of the 
inspired Record, and record reflections upon it. It is, however, only just, 
to add, that some divines of the fourth century rejected the Apocalypse, and 
the reason why they rejected it was, that it contained, as they alledged, jiro- 
jihecies of the Millennium, and of what they believed to be a carnal Millen- 
nium ; and because it di<l so, they thought it Ci)uld not be inspired : just in 
the same way as some Christians still argue, that the Bible cannot be God’s 
Word, because it contains truths that cross their prejudices, or lays on tliem 
duties which they decline to fulfil, or unfolds the mere outward drapery of 
stupendous mysteries, which angels cannot soar to, and wliicli the human 
imagination cannot of course comprehend. But to argue in this way is to 
argue most illogically. The divinity of the book rests upon its own basis ; 
the explanation of the book is to be decided on just and proper principles. 

In the next place, I must notice here, that there is a special benediction pro- 
nounced upon those who read it. Many people say — ‘ Oh ! the Revelation is 
full of dark things we ought not to meddle with.’ But vhat does the Spirit of 
God say ? ** Blessed is ne that readeth, and they that liear the words of this 

prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.” Shall we say it 
is wrong to read wliat the Spirit of God has thought it right to record ? Shall 
we say that the difficulty of interpreting the book is a reason why we should 
not even read, still less try to understand what the Spirit of God has inspired ? 
Shall we hold it perilous to study what the Holy Spirit has j>ronouuced it 
blessed to read, and, by fair inference, possible to understand ? Wo may read 
it in a presumptuous spirit — that is sinful ; but to attetnpt to understand it, in 
a reverent and prayerful spirit — that is blessed. Lay aside the presumption, 
that dictates as eternal truths its own hasty conclusions ; but do not lay aside 
the prayerful study and perusal of the book, on the very vestibule of which the 
Spirit of God has written — “ Blessed are they that read and hear the words 
of this prophecy.” Ear be it from me to conceal, that there is an awful and a 
solemn anathema pronounced upon all wiio shall attempt to subtract from, or 
add to “the things that are written in this book,” At the close of it it is 
gaid — “ If any^an shall add unto these thinp, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book. And if any man shall take away from 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall .take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in 
this book.” This is an awful announcement ; and this ought to solemnize the 
mind of every student of it : but if it be perilous to misinterpret it, can it be 
safe not to read it at all ? Would not the legitimate conclusion be, not to lay 
it aside, because tkere is an anathema on him who perverts it, but to open the 
book, and diligently study it, and pray for the Spirit of God to enlighteo our 
minds, and lead them to a sober and' true exposition, and then we shall be lifted 
from the anathema that descends upon the mlsinterpreter, and shall be placed 
under the blessing that lights on him who reads and understands it ? 

I regard this book, not as a dark and inexplicable hieroglyphic, which it Is 
humility and duty to leave unopened, but as a ligbt that shines on the dark and 
troubled waters of time — those waters over which the church of the redeemed 
is ploughing her arduous and perilous way. And 1 believe that that light will 
not be like a light upon the stern, leaving useless brilliancy in her wake, but 
like a light upon the prow, showing before the beacons it is our safety to avoid, 
and the course it becomes our duty to pursue, till that day break upon the waste 



106 


THE APOCALYPSE. 


of waters, when the great Pilot himself shall enter into the vessel, and say to 
the stormy waves around it — “ Be still j” and^guidc her to a haven of perpe- 
tual peace- 

Now while I feel that there is much, in the past history of the interpretation 
of this book, to make us cautious and prayerful, I still think there is nothing 
to warrant neglect. Poor Edward Irving, (one of the most gifted minds, but 
awfully — all but fatally shipwrecked,) grafted upon this book the most extra- 
vagant and monstrous delusions ; and because he left behind him explanations 
as perilous as mischievous, it is argued, that we should not attempt to study 
and understand where so gifted a genius has failed and made shipwreck. But 
it seems to me, that misinterpretation in the past, instead of being a reason for 
neglect, is only a new reason for more prayerful and earnest efforts after just 
and proper interpretation for the future. Abuse is not certainly a reason 
against use ; past error in the pursuit of truth does not make future success 
impossible ; and may it not be true, that the failures of former ei^ositors shall 
prove, (as Mr. Elliott seems to me to have shown,) the surest pioneer of suc- 
cess, on the part of those that follow ? Every ship that is w^ked in our chan- 
nel, serves to show to succeeding navies the safe course they are thereafter to 
pursue. It is thus that the failures of gifted minds who have preceded us as 
interpreters, will help us to make nearer approximation to a clear exposition of 
that beautiful and holy book, which the Spirit of God has written for our learn- 
ing. If the people would study the Revelation more, their ministers would be 
likely to indulge in fancies less. It is because you know so little about the 
hook, that ministers have been suffered to make so many misinterpretations of 
its meaning. You study well its history and contents, ponder prayerfully over 
its predictions, and your knowledge will be the best check upon the imagina- 
tion of the minister. Light in the pew necessitates light in the pulpit. The 
Bible in the hands and hearts of the i)eople is the surest guarantee for truth 
from the lips of the preacher. I know that some excellent Christians entertain 
the notion, that their personal salvation is all they have to do with. Far be it 
from me for one moment to undervalue the necessity of a deep and solemn in- 
terest in our personal acceptance before God. What (ihall it profit a man if he 
should he able to explain all the mysteries of the prophets, or gain the whole 
world, and inflict on his soul that loss which never can be retrieved ? But, my 
dear friends, while this is true, and ought to be felt to be true, are we to forget 
that there is an end even liigher than the safety of the soul — ^not indeed in re- 
ference to us, but in reference to God ? The glory of God is the end of the 
universe, and ought to be the first aim of intelligent creatures. If I address 
members of other communions, let me lay before you a piece of splendid philo- 
sophy, as well as true theology, by telling you the first question and answer 
contained in the catechism which our Scottish children are taught from their 
earliest infancy. “ What is the chief end of man ?'* Not, to save himself ; 
that is not said. “ The chief end of man is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him 
forever,” We arc called on to consult the glory of' God first and our salvation 
next. Yet it is in the pursuit of the former that we never can lose the latter. 
And whilst, therefore, our personal acceptance before God is an essential thing, 
which no interest can be a substitute for, which no duty can supersede, wo 
must recollect that if God has revealed a book to evolve His gl^ry, it is not for 
man, surely not for a Christian to say — * I have no interest in that glory, nor 
shall I lake any part in making the meaning of the mysteries which reflect it 
intelligible to others.* 

There are still, however, various classes of interpreters, who take different 
views of the Apocfdyx»8e ; and to one or two of these, in this prefatory and 
explanatory lecture, I would address myself. One class consists of Professor 
Lee, one of the best Hebrew scholars in England, and Moses Stewart, an able 
scholar in America, who believe that the whole of the Apoc«dypse was fulfflled 
in the first three or four centuries of the Christian church. This belief I think 
as untenable as it is absurd. Let any person read the Apocalypse, not in the 
light of criticism, or with the opinions of learned men, but in the exercise of 
his own unbiassed judgmtot, and he will see there are prophecies which have 
not been performed, visions of glory which have never dawned upon our World, 
and scenes to be realised, and circumstances to evolve, and dates to be recon- 
ciled, oi which there is no trace in the past, and certainly no appearance in the 
present. 

There is another class of interpreters, however, who take just an opposite 
view from that of those to whom I have alluded : — these consist of Burgh, 
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Todd, and Maitland, studious and learned men, wlio believe, that witli the 
exception of the first three ^apters, not one single particular of the 
rest of the Apocalypse has yet been fulfilled. Moses Stewart and Dr. Lee 
believe that it was all compressed within the first three or four centuries — 
Burgh, Todd, and Maitland believe that it must all be compressed into the 
last three or four years of the Christian era. 

There is another class, represented by Mr. Birks, an able and pious winter 
on the subject of prophecy, and Mr. Elliott, (in a book which will occupy a 
place, in reference to unfulfilled prophecy, that Newton’s Principia lias 
occupied in reference to science,) and many other living ministers of the age, 
who believe that much of the Apocalypse has been fulfilled, but that much 
more remains yet to be fulfilled ; and that it is our duty to review the first, 
that we may see light shed on the history of the past, and to study the second, 
that wc muy learn duties, responsibilities, and privileges, in the prospect of 
what is yet to come. 

I may mention, that some of one class especially, known by the name of 
Futurists, (that is. persons who believe that the whole of the Apocalypse yet 
remains to be fulfilled,) are actuated in their views by strong sympathy .with 
Itomish tenets — I say so, because it is obvious from their writings, that some 
of those (though not all) who believe the Apocalypse will be fulfilled entirely 
in the future, have adopted that reasoning because they love the church of 
Rome. It has been the belief of the soundest divines, since and before the 
days of Martin Luther, that the Babylon delineated there, the woman stained 
with crimes and intoxicated with the blood of the saints, is the great Western 
apostacy ; but these Futurists do dot like this interpretation ; it rebukes their 
sympathies j they cannot, however, get rid of the book, and therefore they have 
tried to get rid of the interpretation, and thus be left free to welcome Rome as 
their sister, and proclaim the Vatican “ Christ’s holy home.” But it must bo 
evident that all such reasoning is false in its premises, and must therefore be 
pernicious in its conclusions. And 1 do think, if you will give me your ears 
patiently, in the course of a few succeeding Sunday evenings, you will be satis- 
fied that the main views of Mr. Elliott — do not say all— are as rational as 
they are scriptural and instructive. 

In expounding this book, I must beg to suggest some necessary cautions. 
We must not seek to be explicit in that which God’s Holy Spirit has been 
pleased to leave dimly revealed. Rash hands must not tear, but sacred hands 
must reverently draw aside the Apocalyptic veil j we may not “ rush in where 
angels fear to tread we must not dogmatize where the Spirit of God has not 
spoken decidedly. We must be content to he ignorant in many places, thank- 
ful to be instructed in others, and patient students throughout the whole. 

There is one most important point that I wish to impress upon you, and it 
is this : we must not do as poor Edward Irving did, pronounce our views of 
unfulfilled prophecy to be among the essentials of our salvation ; we must not 
give the least countenance to the idea, that the great truths of evangelical 
religion are at all to be placed in the same category with our views of unfulfilled 
prophecy. The first seven seals may or may not refer to the decline of the 
Roman empire, but there is no doubt that “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin the seven last vials may or may not have been begun at the French 
revolution, hut it is undisputably true that “ Christ is the propitiation for our 
sins.” The first may be true — ^the lost must be true ; the first is revealed in 
symbols, the last is clearly brought to light. We may use peradventureSfy^hen 
we speak of things that are in the future — we must use none, when we speak 
of vital and essential truths. I will allow you to differ from me in prophecy — 
I will allow yon to reject my expositions of the Apopdypse, but 1 cannot for 
one moment consent that there should be any question whether my Saviour 
be 'God, or whether His “ blood cleanseth from all sin,” or whether His right- 
eousness be my covering, whether His sacrifice be my trust, whether His 
cross be the only foundauon of my safety, and His crown my happy and impe- 
rishable hope. All that I say on prophecy may be wrong — what I preach of 
the Gospel I know to be true ; I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which 1 have committed to Him against 
that day.” 

Still we are to study the future ; just as the Jews clung to their prophecies 
of a suflFering Christ, we Christians should cling to the prophecies of 
a coming and a glorified Christ. The Jews were taught to look through 
prophecies to a Christ who was to come and sufier — wc ought to look for a 
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Christ in glory. We are taught to take a retrospective view of His sufferings, 
and a prospective view of His glory *, and as the pious Jew was cheered 
by the prospect of the Saviour’s advent, as his sacrifice, so the pious Christian, 
with his foot upon His cross, and his eye upon the throne, ought to be clieered, 
sustained, and comforted by the prospect of his Saviour, who is to “ come 
again the second time, without sin unto salvation, unto all them that look for 
Him.” Sound thoughts on prophecy would seem to me to be especially useful 
in the day in which our lot is cast. Mr. Taber, Mr. Klliott, Dr. M*Neile, Mr. 
Bickersteth, and all who have directed their attention to the subject, believe 
that we are upon the verge of the last days. All moral, social, and political 
parties are broken and torn asunder, in order (I believe) to make room for the 
advent of more glorious things, the triumph of more precious principles ; and 
it may be, that those will not be least blessed, who shall be found at that day 
with their loins girt and their lamps burning. 

But allow me, whilst remarking upon prophecy, to refer also to the charac- 
ters that prophecy should interest. I wish not to gratify the curiosity of the 
unconverted, but to comfort the hearts and instruct the minds of the people of 
God. You who are strangers to the Gospel, have yet to learn its alphabet ; 
you must grasp the cross, before you may think about the crown ; you must 
have your souls cleansed in Christ’s atoning blood, before you may venture to 
anticipate an eternal and happy home. 

Let me ask you, then, my dear friends — Are you among the people of God ? 
Have you ever gone to the Saviour, in the depths of your ruin, in despair 
of salvation from any other source, and cast yourselves at His feet, and asked 
for mercy and forgiveness gratis^ through His precious blood ? Those to wliom 
John wrote the Apocalypse, and whose perusal of it he especially desired, are 
those, we are told in the very chapter from which my text is taken — are those 
who sing — ** Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, unto Him be glory for ever and ever.” Can you say so ? Can you 
say — ‘ That blood is mine ; that cross is mine ; all things are mine, fqr I am 
Christ’s,, and Christ is God’s ?” If the great changes predicted in the Apoca- 
lypse do not overtake us, we may he c^ed upon to see personally, each for 
himself, a change as great. Were that beating heart to stand still, were death 
to lay his hand upon you this night, were the summons to be issued from 
the throne — “ Cut him down,” let me ask you, my dear brother, my dear 
sister, would it be well with you ? Is all right between God and you ? Do 
politics occupy your minds ? Do the affairs of your household occupy your 
minds ? Do thoughts of Mammon occupy your minds ? And have you never 
sat down, and in the calm and solemn ligh^ of heaven asked your conscience 
that question, to which you must, and ought to give an instant response — * Am 
I still dead in sins,” or am I ** a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven ?” * 

My dear brethren, I hope no one in this vast assembly is hoping that all is 
right because he has been baptized, or is a member of a Christian church. 
My dear friends, do you, can you think that baptism gives to all its subjects 
new hearts ? Can baptism give you that Divine life, without which you must 
die for ever ? I believe, that those who think so, misapprehend altogether 
man’s state by nature. If man’s state were a mere swoon, or a mere faint 
from the influence of sin, then a little water sprinkled on his brow from the bap- 
tismal font might resuscitate him ; but man is ** dead in trespaases and sins 
and nothing but that voice which shall ring through the sepulchres of the 
dead, can quicken that soul which is ** dead in trespasses and sins.” ** Christ 
and Him crucified,” the groxmd of your acceptance ; the Spirit and Him 
sanctifying, your fitness for heaven ; justification alone, the article of a stand- 
ing ot a Sailing church •, xegeneration by the Spirit of Goji, the article of a 
living or a dying church ; our personal safety — our acceptance before-God — 
our title to heaven, and our fitness for its enjoyments, are matters of ihstant 
and overwhelming interest. Ko inquiries into unfulfilled prophecy may be 
made apologies for indiflference here. WhetW in the pages of the evangelist, 
or in those of the seer, it is “ the pure in heart” only that “ see God.” Christians 
only can understand the Apocalypse ; for them it was written. All other 
attempts beside^to interpret* must end in fanaticism or folly. 
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“ jj5e ye therefore perfect, even ae your Father which is in heaven is perfect ^ — 
Matthew v. 48. 

We endeavoured, in our last discourse from this text, to point out the 
nature of the perfection here enjoined. We showed that it consists in 
a continual approach to the Divine nature, a progression which is to go 
on for ever, and which will make the glory of the blessed, as it causes the 
delight of those yet in the body. We drew your attention to the fact, 
that so impartial is the Divine grace, so justly constituted the Divine govern- 
ment, that all may attain the very highest ranks in the Christian host } and 
as no limit is set to the perfectibility of man’s nature, no model can be set 
before him, save that which is at once human and Divine. But there 
is another reason why the perfection of the Supreme Being is given as the 
object of man’s imitation. We have not only seen how satisfactory it is in all 
the circumstances under which he can be placed in this world — we have not 
only contemplated the active obedience and the resignation of our liord .Tesus 
Christ, as the best model for man to follow ; but wlien we recollect that this 
imitation is to be perpetual — that it extends beyond the grave, and is in fact 
that which distinguishes man from all the intelligent creation — we at once per- 
ceive, that were any degree of majesty and purity and perfection, short of the 
Infinite itself set before man, he would, in the continual, .progress of his glorified 
nature, advance not only up to, but even beyond the point proposed. And 
what end could that now answer, as a model to a being, shining on in a liigher 
and more splendid -state ? We know not on what terms the angels rejoice in 
their immortality — we know not whether their places and their glories are fixed 
from the period of their creation ; but if it be so, then will the meanest of 
Christ’s followers hereafter attain unto to a state, on which he shall look 
down upon the brightest seraph, and the pomp and power of an archangel 
shall be but as “ the small dust in the bi^ance.” But if they too share in this 
ever-during progression — if they also go on from glory to glory, like him who 
in his extatic vision strode from star to star, to reach the footstool of the throne 
— stiU will the stations they now hold, the brightness they now enjoy, be not 
only reached by the spirits of believers, but be so far transcended, that their 
glory will be but as the glimmering of a little star, scarce seen through the vast 
interval that separates them. 

.But this exalted state, to which the spirit, when clothed with the risen and 
ethereal body, shall attain, is typified by many kinds of perfection on earth, all 
which are produced by the same love, and developed by the same dispensa- 
tion. There was a time when the promise, the great first promise, the open 
fulfilment of which took place on Calvary, was either forgotten or disbelieved. 
Man seemed determined to reject salvation, and the world, through this 
universal rejection, became so awfully corrupt that the deluge swept away 
from before the face of the Liord all, both man and beast, that had in its nostrils 
the ^«^tb of life. A small remnant was left, and the period of their lives gra- 
duall^Wiortened. Happily for us, wo know nothing of the iniquity which pre- 
vailed before the flood ; the memory of their gigantic sins perished in the waters 
which devoured the sinners, and the feebler race that succeeded seems to have 
been less energetic, both for good and for evil. We have after the flood pictures 
of sin dark and desperate ; and it is only in the history of the chosen people, 
who lived under a Divine dispensation, that we find any traces of public or 
private virtue. We acknowledge that such traces are but smaU, such instances 
rare, even among them ; but we maintain, that gross and hardened and brutish 
as the Israelites were, (and a more gross and brutish people it would be impos- 
sible to have selected,) even among these so great was the effect wrought by the 
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Divine dispensation under which they lived, that there was more moral, more 
social, more political perfection, or rather, a greater advance towards perfection 
in these things, than among the most enlightened of the nations around them. 
We do not hesitate to compare the moral, social, and political state of the Jews 
with that of Greece in its most palmy days, and to claim for the naturally 
baser Jew an immeasurable advantage. 

Our proposition, then, is, that every kind of perfection, in whatever degree 
it be enjoyed, is the gift of Gocf, and man has only to attribute to himself the 
vices, the folly, and the misery of the world which he inhabits. It is necessary 
to state clearly and explicitly this fact, because if it be once ascertained, as it 
easily may, that all perfection on earth, of whatever, kind it be, comes through 
the knowledge which men have obtained of God’s will, and consequently (so far 
as we are concerned) of God’s nature — I say, if this be once ascertained, it fol- 
lows, that the very nature of perfection must consist in imitating the Supreme, 
and that the Christian must necessarily be the most perfect of mankind, whe- 
ther it be as a religious or as a moral and social being. We need not be told of 
the virtues of antiquity ; the moral law had been written upon the heart of 
Adam, and transmitted by tradition among his descendants. It had been pro- 
claimed amid thunders and earthquakes upon Mount Sinai, and it had formed 
the basis of that burdensome, but magnificent code, by which the Jews were 
governed. From some one of these sources all nations had access to a know- 
ledge of its precepts, and we are not driven to suppose a moral sense, or to ima- 
gine man competent to find out laws for his own government. From God, 
either directly or through the more indirect medium of tradition, came that 
knowledge, in consequence of which virtue has been ever approved and vice 
denounced. 

But we exclaim — look at this antiquity, of whose boasted virtues so much 
has been said ; and alas ! how dark is the picture it presents to our view ! We 
see children rebelling against their parents, and parents exposing their newly-hom 
children to destruction, to save themselves the trouble and cxpence of educating 
and sustaining them ; we sec slavery in its most diabolical form, and the slave 
unscrupulously put to death, if thereby he could contribute to the amusement or 
augment the luxury of his detestable master ; we sec the husband faithless to 
the wife, and the wife emulating the licentiousness of jier husband ; justice daily 
bought and sold ; crimes, which we dare not even name, openly practised with- 
out reproacli — and to crown the whole, we have but to take a glance within 
the hovels of the poor, and we shall see them wasting away in the last stages 
of age, penury, and disease, unwept, unpitied, unrelieved. This is not an ex- 
aggerated picture of the vices of an ancient city — and this is our reply to those, 
who while they deny the doctrine of man’s corruption, yet hold the strangely 
inconsistent opinion of his perfectibility. We cannot at all conceive a state, 
in which there should he no knowledge from without of God’s will ; we can 
with difficulty realise in our mind the .condition of the ancient nations, many 
of whom knew that will onlj" by tradition. In the present day it is infamous 
openly to violate the laws of morality — ^it is fashionable to profess religion. 
From our infancy we hear religion venerated, virtue applauded, and vice con- 
demned ; we live in a land of Bibles and churches, of public prayers, of out- 
ward devotion, of philanthropy and charity, and we behold the effect which 
eighteen centuries of Christianity have had. And what is this effect ? It is 
that the exterior of society is humanized and refined, that a coating (as it were) 
of correct feeling is spread over its surface ; and if it do not reach the heart, 
it yet does penetrate deep enough to work great and still increasing changes. 
Where of old were the almshouses, the p<^houses, the asylums, the hoi^itids ? 
Where was the sanctity of the marriage tie, and the due discharge of the social 
and moral duties ? We have already seen the answer to the question, and it 
is one which will speak conviction to our hearts, that we owe our bettwistate 
to Christianity. We grant that all this is not religion, but it is notwifeRand- 
ing the work of the Gospel. It has worked its opeiktion upon the whole mass, 
and the separate particles are necessitated to follow the rule. It has ma^ 
many a man sober and chaste and honest, who is far irom being a Chris- 
tian at heart, and who, did the state of society allow him, would be as immo- 
ral as he is destitute of religion ; but he dares not — ^he would lose his character, 
his situation, his business, his worldly advantages; and the good example that 
he is thus forced to give, operates well, and restrains vice in others. And in 
this manner is the effect of the Gospel spreading — ^bringing many to the way 
of salvation, and compelling the great body of mankind to act more consis- 
tently with the laws of morality. The infidel may talk of his public spirit 
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and his pri vate virtue, but he is a knave and a fool — a knave, because he takes 
credit to himself for virtues that are forced upon him, and a fool, because ho 
does not, or will not see, that they are forced upon him by the indirect opera- 
tion of that Christianity which he detests, and which he v ainly endeavours to 
subvert. 

If, then, so fin'^eat be the effect of this dispensation in bringing to perfection 
society, on which it has but an indirect operation, how far more mighty must 
it be to perfect the heart of man, upon which it immediately directs its action ! 
Here is its power indeed wonderful. The reason becomes perfect, for it points 
out to mankind the necessity of ob^ng the commandment of the Lord. It 
shows us that our happiness, both here and hereafter, is alone consulted by a 
zealous adherence to the doctrines, and a continual practice of the duties of 
Christianity. Wakened from the delusion in which the worldly mind is 
plunged, it has a clear view of the future, and is enabled justly to estimate the 
riches of heaven and earth. And is not this the perfection of reason ? The 
affections are made perfect, for they are not only sanctified in themselves, hut 
fixed upon heavenly things — things perfect in their own nature, and lovely 
because approved of by the Lord. The will is made perfect, because though 
in this world of trial there may remain, there will remain, “ a law in our mem- 
bers warring against the law of our minds,” it shall not prevail against us, and 
our will shall still be to serve the Lord our God. 

He, therefore, who accepts the salvation made for him by Christ Jesus has 
no severe, no harsh command laid upon him, when he is enjoined to be “ per- 
fect, even as his Father which is in heaven is perfect.” But there are those, 
though the instances are rare, in which this gradual change seems superseded 
hy a sudden and energetic operation of the Spirit. They are urged by strong 
iiux)rcssions, by a force apparently resistless, “ to flee for refuge to the hope set 
before them.” How often are such persons the object of envy to others, who 
axe willing to say — “ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his,” but who are not willing to make one sacrifice for God, to take up 
one cross in order to follow Christ ! Indolence, spiritual indolence, is as sure 
destruction to the soul as worldly indolence is to temporal prosperity. There 
are too many who admire religion afar off, who know the eternal felicity to 
which it leads, the damnation to which the want of it will inevitably conduct 
them ; but they still prewrastinate, till perchance the Spirit hath ceased to 
strive with them, and they are given up to the imaginations of their own hearts. 
They see some driven (as it were) into the fold of Christ, oppressed with feel- 
ings which they are scarcely able to resist, till the broken spirit finds refuge in 
prayer, and God, through the prayer of faith, heals the sickness of the soul ; 
they wish that such were the case with themselves — that is, they wish that 
the Eternal would exempt them from the labour of “ working out their own 
salvation,” that He would compel them to be saved, fight their battle against 
the powers of “ the world, the flesh, and the devil,” and leave to them, as to 
the Israelites of old, only to “ stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” 
Yes, a religion like this would suit many, who, as it is, stand in peril of the 
judgment. But is this fulfilling the command — “ Be ye therefore perfect, as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect ?” Is this following the active obe- 
dience of our Saviour ? What right have such persons to expect the same 
treatment from the Divine providence with those placed under widely different 
circumstances ? They are clear-headed and strong-minded ; they are bound to 
** search the Scriptures ;” and those Divine oracles that testify of Christ, that 
speak the requirements of God*s law, the purity of His nature, and the impos- 
sibility of seeing Him without holin^s — that set forth the fallen and corrupt 
state oi man, and his alienation from God, will, if read with prayer and a 
humble reliance upon the teaching of the Holy Ghost, demonstrate the impos- 
sibilit#t|| man’s saving himself, the necessity and effect of repentance, the na* 
ture or^Alth, and the consequences of the atonement ; they will show the 
efficacy of further waiting upon God, and the certainty of His assistance being 
granted to those who ask it ; in a word, they will be the means, by exhorta- 
tion,” by “ reproof,” by “ instruction,” by “ edification” ** in righteousnws,” to- 
make the worldling a man of God, and the man of God perfect and entire. 

But there are persons who are not so situated — who are incapable of under- 
standing the doctrines of Scripture. Tet those who cannot have a dear idea 
in their minds of the Christian scheme, are still capable of feeling its power in 
their hearts. To them, as well as to others, is the command given — “ Be ye 
therefore perfect, as your Father which is in heaven is perfect assuredly 
they were not sent into this world without the means of fulfilling the com- 
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itiand. Nor is it at all inconsistent with the impartiality of God, that these 
Ilis cliildren, who have not the same means of approach to Him as others, 
should be enlightened by the more immediate operation of Ilis Spirit, that 
they should be brought to feel that which they cannot see, and drawn to Him 
by a force exactly proportioned to their intellectual inferiority. It is a subject 
of merriment to some, to hear the misapplication of Scripture made occasionally 
by those who are very sincere, and even experienced Christians. It ought to 
induce us rather, if blessings have come to us in another way, to adore th at 
goodness which provides, though in different manners, equally for all. The 
Scriptures, in such a case, are not “ wrested to destruction they are like a 
medicine, which even if ill applied will have a l>eneftcial effect — they will bring 
the applicant to salvation. We would not stand forward as the advocates of 
fanaticism and enthusiasm — we are far from supposing ignorance to be advan- 
tageous in spiritual things — but we contend that the command to he “ perfect” 
is binding upon all, and to all are the means given to fulfil it. We contend, 
that as for the wisest of purposes God has made so iimriy varieties in the 
human mind, so He has an equal variety of inodes, by which His Holy Spirit 
operates upon it : in a word, that Ilis dealings with every individual are in accord- 
ance with the disposition and capacity which that individual possesses. These 
considerations lead us to believe, that when the reasoning powers are feeble, 
an appeal will be made to the lower faculties, and that in mercy to the defici- 
encies of mankind, excitement will be made to supply the place of intellect. 
We know that in the generality of the human race both will have their effect ; 
and we rarely meet with instances of conversion, on which the appeal to the 
pure reason is sufficient ; in fact, we but seldom find persons capable of pro- 
perly appreciating such an appeal. On the other hand, it is perliaps equally 
rare to find instances in which excitement alone has been the instrument of 
conversion ; and then it is only in minds of the lowest order. We just admit 
the possibility of the fact ; we do not brand all accounts of sudden and violent 
conversions with the names of enthusiasm and imposture, because we feel that 
" all things are possible witli God,” and He “ willeth not that any should 
perish.” 

We have thus endeavoured to show, that all men, of whatever mental capa- 
city, are bound to seek, and entitled to expect, that perfection in which the 
vitality of Christianity consists. We have seen the human perfection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ proposed to the believer on earth, as the model for his imi- 
tation here, and the Hivine ^lerfection of Him who is ** God over all, blessed for 
evermore,” as the model for the disembodied spirit *, and before this, which has 
an endless existence, a limitless perfectibility, what other could be placed than 
the infinite, the absolute ? We cannot comprehend .the perpetual expansion of 
mind, that in its widening circle shall take in wonder after wonder, glory after 
glory, of the power and the wisdom and the righteousness and the mercy of the 
All Holy One *, we cannot iortn any adequate idea of the unceasing increase of 
awe-struck and reverend love, with which each new display of the Divine per- 
fections will be co-extensive in the glorified spirit — of those ineHable mysteries, 
on which the soul shall feed, deriving for ever some new addition to its intellec- 
tual riches— “ for eye hath not seen, neither liath the ear heard, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive such good things as God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him and with this we must be content, knowing 
that in the end “ we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

We have stated that “ all things work together for our good,” and consequently 
promote our perfection. What ! will it be said — ‘ Did the expulsion of our 
progenitors from Eden, the curse pronotmeed upon man, his sentence of tempor 
ral death, and his liability to eternal deafh— did these things work our gO(^? 
do they tend to promote our perfection? We reply — they do. Adam, like 
ourselves, was in a state of probation, and bad he not fallen we havMl^thing 
to assure us that we should have stood firm, ^he same tempter wd|£f hav^ 
had the same power of tempting us as he had of tempting him ; and how dare 
we say that we could have resisted, or should have resisted His infiuence ? 
But even supposing we were at tills mpment in tlie state from which our first 
parents fell, there would still remain the question— how far our <‘ondition 
would be better than it is at present ; and I believe that we should find, all 
^ings considered, that we should rather lose than gain by such an exchange. 
We should still be liable to fall ; and though a continual advance in the per- 
f^ion of our earthly natui^ would have been our reward, how iuferior would 
the utmost glories of a continued Eden have been to tlie starry eiwn whkdt 
shall encircle the brows of the ransomed 1 We have but a few ibnrtyeate nfc 
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probation ; and thoucrh the days of our pilgrimage l»e dark and stormy, yet wc 
shall pass through them to a state of transcendant felicity, from which temp- 
tation shall be removed, and from which to fall will be impossible. The in- 
crease of our sufferings is far, infinitely far more than compensated by the 
glory that shall follow, and in these latter days the length of our trial has been 
reduced to threescore years and ten, and generally to a much shorter period. 
Why, then, should we complain of the sin of Adam ? why lament his fall ? 
God, who has visited us for His iniquity, has given us advantages which more 
than counterbalance this His visitation. And what though our life be full of 
affliction, and the death of the body certain ? The whirlwind of wrath, that 
may sweep ns along our earthly career, shall, if we will but rely upon our 
faithful Pilot, the more readily drive us to the desired haven. 

Bjit there are those who will steer their own vessels in their own Avay ; who 
have laid on board a costly cargo of the learning, and the philosophjs and the 
merits, and the self-sufficiency of this/Vorld — alas 1 unknowing that when the 
tempest of wrath cometh, these things will weigh them down to perdition. To 
you we have but one message. Cast aside these things, though they may be 
more valuable in your eyes than pearls and gold ; yield the helm to one who 
knows, and has passed the, quicksands of life’s ocean, and lie sliall guide you 
into all peace. But if you seek not perfection of life here, assuredly you shall not 
attain to a perfection of glory hereafter. Yet shall yc be made ** perfeet 
the day that shall present you before the throne of God, that shall hear the 
awful sentence pronounced upon you — “ Depart, ye cursed” — shall see you 
perfect in faculties, perfect in powers, perfect in misery I You shall have a 
clear siglit of the advantages which you have enjoyed, and of your own 
unspeakable folly in rejecting them — of the unalloyed happiness of the righte- 
ous, and of the certainty of your own exclusion therefrom. And whatever we 
may think of the punishment of the lost, one result, from the very nature of 
things, is certain — that every moment shall add pungency to their anguish, 
intensity to their regrets. Oh ! may our perfection be a progress from grace 
to grace, and from glory to glory ! 

Lastly, we may notice, that with a Divine command, and with a Divine 
model for our imitation, we shall, if we apply for it, be assisted with Divine 
strength. It was a beautiful fiction of the ancient poets, that the gods be- 
stowed upon those whom they loved armour which no mortal weapon could 
pierce — weapons which no human armour could withstand ; and thus, secure 
of their own safety, conscious of their own power, did these favourites of heaven 
rush on to the battle ; and unscathed by hostile steel, unterrified by the lance, 
and the sword, they swept the opposing hosts from before them, and won an 
easy victory, whoever might be their opponents. But how much more encou* 
raging is the truth to ns I Our armour is equally effectual, for no weaiion 
that is formed against it shall prosper ; our weapons are equally pow'erful, for 
the Word of God is “ a two-edged sword, that divideth asunder the soul and 
spirit, the joints and marrow.” Our enemies are, it is true, great and terri- 
ble ; hell, with its fearful phalanx of apostate spirits — “ thrones, and dominions, 
and principalities and powers” — angels and archangels, are ranked, in dark 
array, to oppose our way to perfection. But the eye of faith can see that 
“ more are they vvhich are on our side than they which are against us” — can 
behold the bright orders of celestial combatants — Jesus, “ the Captain of our 
salvation” — ^the cross, the banner under which we are to conquer. Oh I could 
the hand of some higher intelligence touch our eyes, as Ananias did those of 
Saul, We should behold even now' the baffled minions of hell curse tlie sign and 
flee ; we should behold the angelic ministers of God’s mercy helping from time 
to time the faint, encouraging the weary ; we should see the open portals of 
the New Jerusalem continually receiving the radiant train of those who have 
been unto death ; and we should trace the progressive path of Christian 

perfecticn^from our own place to the eternal city. But to speak of these 
things, not only must the scales fall from our eyes, but the string of our tongue 
rotist be loos^ and our lips touched with a live coal from the altar, by Him 
who alone can aid us in our search after perfection. 

May it be our happy lot to grow in all the knowledge of the Lord, to “ add 
to our faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, 
and te temperance patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness bro- 
therly kindness, and to brotherly kSn^ess ohi^ty for as “ we, according to 
Hie promise, look for a new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwdfleth righ- 
teonimess^*' let ua ** be dtligenl, ttfot We miiy be found of Him in peace, wi^Kmt 
spot' Slid bfonWless.** ' -- ■ 
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LECTURE V. 

W ERE it not that this question is allied with the moral condition of the peo- 
ple, we would not dwell on it. The salvation of one soul is of more consequence 
than the salvation of*a whole empire from Pauperism, considered only as to its 
temporal induen^. But the Poor Laws arc a grievous obstruction to the suc- 
cess^ of the Christian ministry. The unjustifiable conjunction between the 
minister and the magistrate, was (we think) pointed out by our Saviour, when 
He said — “ Who made Me a judge or a divider over you?’* (Luke xii. 14.) 
We do not speak of the time consumed, but of the clashing of interests, while 
the cler^man is seated on the bench of justice, or in the vestry of a pauperised 
parish. But the Poor Laws form a peculiarly adverse ingredient in the questions 
he has to consider ; and are more pernicious to him than ordinary questions of 
justice. Either ho takes the side of the people, and leads them into the hypo- 
•crisy of making a “ ^ain’* of “ godliness’* ( 1 Timothy vi. 6), and thus becom(‘s 
the instrument of their degradation ; or, if he take the opposite side, what Chris- 
tian influence can he have, amid all the heart-burnings he has engendered ? 
A compulsory Poor Law is an antichrist in the parish ; nor can the latter pros- 
per, till that which “ letteth be taken out of the way” (2 Thessalonians li. 7). 
Pauperism has a spiritual, as well as a temporal bearing; and the salvation ofc 
•millions may depend on right views of the subject. 

We shall first show the moral influence of the Law of Pauperism in England ; 
und then what is to be done to prevent its introduction into Scotland, and to 
Toot it out where it has been introduced ; — according to my experience of the 
matter. 

Maltbus writes for the species and for the world ; and the reader, being 
directed to the whole globe, escapes from the conclusion that the inhabitants of 
any country are redundant, by roaming (in imagination) over unpeopled regions. 
He would lie on his oars till the last acre is cultivated ; but it is enough to 
demand exertion, if the tendency to increase be greater in population than in 
production. It is no comfort to those suflering in England, that there are 
uncultivated tracts in New Holland. The people cannot be transported thither 
in a moment. The distress may be great ; but the means of emigration are defi- 
cient. Even government can only help to a certain extent ; for successive emi- 
grations are hke letting out steam by a safety-valve ; which does not diminish 
the internal tendency to keep up a pressure. Malthus’s ptinciples or© better 
seen when the ground is narrowed. If he speaks of all the mmilies in the world, 
we thmk of the unreclaimed wastes in distant countries, and even of some in 
this kingdom : but the premature marriage of a son, is dwlored bvn^^ family 
as a calamitous event ; and, amid the present expense ana the risil|j|yiiirogeny, 
it is no comfort to be told of “ unreclaimed wastes’* at the antipodes. • In such a 
case as this the danger and imprudence are felt ; and it is no objection to the 
theory of Malthns, that these practical lessons were felt long before Malthus’s 
theory, was thought of. In like maimer, it is better to withdraw our minds 
from the whole world, and to fix them on a single parish. And her© the Poor 
liaws have the eflbct of closing its objects rounA The peasantry will not emi- 
grate, because they have a claim on the soil : they have property at home, and 
will not give it up. And it not only checks emigration, but impedes any change 
from^ one parish to another ; — owing to fjie ^ead of new settlers, and their 
acquiring a right on the soil. But if they be removed, they have their rents 
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transmitted to them — like non-resident proprietors. Thus the vestry is the 
nucleus, around which they settle ; and tnis illustrates the theory of Malthus. 
The parish is like a little world ; and we can see the evils in it, without the help 
of his theory. Our objections are not linked with it, any more than in the case 
of a premature marriage in a family. 

Let us, then, confine our attention to one parish ; and apply to plain and 
practical men, without attending to Malthus at all. In every parish there is a 
certain quantity of work to be done, and a certain quantity of labourers to do it. 
If the labourers are barely adequate (in number) to the work, they obtain good 
wages ; if they are redundant their wages are not good ; and a small redundance 
causes a great reduction of wages. They cannot dispose of the excess to other 
parishes ; owing to the adhesiveness engendered by the Poor Laws. Distress is 
first felt by the fathers of large families ; and hence relief is extended to them 
beyond the statute of Eliza&^th ; being added to their wages.*** What they 
earn, and the number of their family, are taken into account ; their wagt^s are 
eked out ; and thus they are made dependent on legal charity, though ubh;- 
bodied men. This is a premium on population ; the married being relieved 
before single men. The relief is dependent, not on the lowness of the wages, 
but on the largeness of the family. We need not embarrass the question with 
MLalthus’s theory. Here are parents paid on account of the largeness of their 
family — ^must not this add to the number of marriages ; and, by the prospect of 
relief remove hesitation about contracting them ? This is the likeliest pi*ocess 
for keeping up the redundancy of population ; and thus the method adopted to 
cure the disease, is the way to confirm it. There is the same feeling all over 
England that this is not right. In some places they do not give any allowance 
till there are two or three children ; but in other places, where wages are still 
lower, they begin before. Sometimes the allowance commences at marriage ; 
so that if an unmarried man be refused relief, he marries to obtain it. We can- 
not escape the fact, that here there is a bounty on marriage. In some places 
they give both to married and unmarried, though at greater expence, in order 
to stop the tide of population. 

We are not to suppose that all able-bodied workmen are admitted to labour. 
There is a limit to the work, but not to the workmen, under the present eco- 
nomy: they overflow into total idleness; lounging in the market-place, with 
nothing to do. One expedient is to send them round to the farmers for low 
wages ; the parish paying the rest. In order to accommodate them, thrashing- 
machines are put down, and a coarser agriculture is introduced, — so as to require 
a greater exercise of muscles ; and, all attempts failing, they settle down into 
supernumeraries. Sometimes they are set to work, by the overseers, in tin? 
workhouse ; which is sometimes farmed out, and turned into a factory ; being 
brought to auction, and hammered off to the highest bidder ; who gets the labour 
under market-price. Sometimes they are set to work on roads j more for the 
moral than the physical effect. 

The law between master and servant is distempered ; for, the law having 
given the latter aright to relief, he is not anxious to get employment. As the 
desire of gaining employment is lessened, so is the desire of keeping it ; and, as 
the servant cares little about dismissal, the master loses his hold upon him ; 
hence the harassmciits and heart-burnings between a master who has no autho- 
rity, and a servant who is under no dependence. The latter keeps the former 
in subjection; for the master cannot go to other parishes for labourers, 
without turning other men out of employment, to be maintained by }iates to 
which lie himself contributes. This is understood by the labourers, who act 
accor^ngly.. Ajfter all, the employment is an apology for idleness. It is 
common for the laibourers to do nothing, for hours together ; saying — “ Our 
master has g6t all the work he has paid for ; the rest of our time, being paid 
for by is our own.” They lose the tone of good labourers, and 

that wlm&i&e discipline of rewards and punishments imposed by nature. 

A melaSdboiy process of deterioration is connected with this system. As 
the boys veer towards manhood, they swell the competition for labour. 
Regular sei^jtnts aira better thought of than ** roundsmen vacancies among 
|he former ' are ^ed up from the latter, while the boys arc placed among the 
‘‘ roundsmen which is ruinous to their own habits, and augmente the tide of 
corruption. It is unfortunate that they should commence their lives as pau- 
pers ; and should be so fostered as to exceed their parents in meanness, rapa- 
city, and the sordid habits of pauperism. It is the same whether they are 


* The New Poor Law has remedied this and other abuses d\v4elt on in this Lecture. 
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employed as roundsmen, or in the workhouse. The whole system is a rast 
nursery of idleness and iriee- We do not hesitate to charge the Poor Xtaws 
with, the vast m^ority of crimes. They lure more into existence than they 
can provide for ; and leave them time to prepare for the commission of crime. 
If laoour were better paid, the state of things would be different. It looks 
humane apd liberal to obii^ a parish, to support those who cannot obtain 
regular employment ; but if legislatioh would let humanity alone, it would be 
more efSacave. A small excess of workmen brings a great discomfort and 
deficiency on all. ' On a slight diange of numbers it depends whether a master 
shall seek for servants, or servants for a master. It is a tremulous balance, 
which a little would decide. Under the guise of kindness, the comfort of aU 
the labourers is reduced. They are ground down to starvation by a malig- 
nant system, which bears on its face a smile of kindness ; and in behalf of 
which the sweetest poetry has poured its dulcet strains into the ears of 
wooing sentimentalism. 

We do not need the ponderous theory of Malthus to prove the connection 
between too early marriages and too large families ; and that there are more 
people in our parishes than can find emplo3rment. The question is not about 
the right economy for the globe, or for the whole empire ; but for each parish. 
It would be a very crude speculation, to say at what age people should marry ; 
but it is not known how short a postponement of the average period, would 
relievethe^distress from the pressure of over-population; and, without each 
being bound down! to this average, there would still be secured a sufficient 
postponement on the whole.* 

* The Compulsory Provision for the Indigent** forms Chapter 14 of Dr. Chalmers’s 

Political Economy in connexion with the Moral 59tate and Moral Prospects of Society.’* 
<8ee Volume 19 of. his Works, Page 400.) As it follows a different track from that pur- 
sued in this Lectura, it may be consulted with advantage. 
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“ At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus^ sat/im/y Who is the greatest in 
the kingdom oj' heaven? And Jesus called a Utile child, unto HiiUy and. set him in 
the midst of theniy and saidy Verilg I sag unto gouy Except ye be convertedy and 
become as little childreny ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaiwn .'* — 
Mattlicw xviii. 1 — 3. 

The primary lesson which we are here taught to observe, dear brethren, is 
humility ; and we all need to learn it. The disciples, though men in humble 
circumstances, were yet ambitious men — men desirous of distinction. They 
had looked for an earthly kingdom ; and when our Lord had taught them 
somewhat concerning a heavenly kingdom, and they had begun Jbo build 
up some hopes in reference to a participation in that kingdom, the inquiry was 
— ‘ Who shall be exalted above others ?* More than that — ‘ Who shall l>e 
the greatest?” Perhaps each of the twelve was equally desirous of pre-emi- 
nence and distinction. Such is our poor nature, even when grace is acting 
ujion the heart. Now our Lord knew this, and taught them, in immediate 
connection with the subject, the most important practical truth in the Bible, 
and intimated to them that instead of inquiring who should be the greatest in the 
kingdom, they should rather inquire — ^how shall a man who is a sinner enter 
the kingdom ? And He intimated that a change was necessary, even for them ; 
for though they were sincere-hearted men, who had left all and followed Him, 
there was a process which oven they needed to undergo, before they could ever 
enter within the boundary of the kingdom. 

The subject admits of a further application. Most men believe that there 
is a heavenly state, and a state of wretchedness unspeakable ; and whatever 
impression the truth may make upon their minds, or whether it make an im- 
pression at all, they still entertain such a persuasion as will not admit of denial, 
that all and each must have an allotment fot eternity, in the one state or in the 
other. The intentions of the great majority of mankind, if expressed audibly 
in words, would be on the side of embracing the glories and the blessedness of 
the h^yenly stote. I cannot conceive it possible that an immortal creature, with 
a seiwi^ responsibility, %hould avow himself deliberately to be a candidate 
for tlie opposite state of eternal wretchedness and degradation and torment ; 
the very self-love of man would prevent it. And yet the vast majority of man- 
kind are as totidly unmoved and undecided, in reference to this matter, as if 
God had never spoken, had never in some degree unveiled the glories of heaven, 
and had never to some extent exhibited hell without a covering. 

I>ear brethren, may the Spirit of God accompany the Word spoken to-night, 
that the eternal interests of some one soul present may be secured, and that 

THE VlTtriT, VOI*. 52.— NO. 1 — AUOl'ST H*. IR17. 1 
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fiome wanderer from God may become a candidate for the holy and blessed in- 
heritance, while I endeavour, in the first place, to set before you somewhat of 
the scriptural idea of the heavenly state; and secondly, the indispensable quali- 
fication for it. 

May the Holy Spirit guide my heart and conscience, and enable me to speak 
to your hearts and consciences the truth of God I 

“ Verily I say unto you. Except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall pot enter into the kingdom of heaven/* 

I, First, then, somewhat of the scriptural idea of the heavenly state. 

Little indeed does Holy Scripture contain of a clear and explicit kind, in 
reference lo the nature of the heavenly state ; but yet there arc expressions, 
which when carefully weighed and rightly understood in their signification, do 
convey some definite ideas. Perhaps the expression wliich occurs in our text, 
though a figurative one, serves this purpose well. You are aware, dear bre- 
thren, that the term “ kingdom of heaven,” “ kingdom of God,’* occurs fre- 
quently in Holy Scripture. Sometimes it means the Gospel dispensation, 
sometimes the power of God’s grace in that dispensation upon the heart of the 
individual. Thus we read — “Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand ;** that is, the Gospel dispensation. Here you have an instance of the 
former. And our Lord himself says — “ The kingdom of God is within you.” 
Here you have an instance of the latter. But it seems plain that “ the kingdom 
oEheaven” mentioned in our text is not to be taken in either of these two sefises ; 
and the context, I think, would lead us at once to assume, that it refers to the 
heavenly state ; and there are various other passages in the Holy Scripture* 
where the expression is unquestionably used in that sense. 

Now if this be so, the heavenly state is here symbolised to us under the very 
striking figure of a kingdom, and a kingdom of a heavenly nature, a kingdom 
which shall be characterised by that which characterises heaven itself. Let 
us look at two or three instances. In the twenty -fifth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, at the tliirty-first and following verses, we read of 
“ the coming of the Son of Man in His glory, and His holy angels with Him,” • 
and He is spoken of as “ sitting on the throne of His glory, and gathering before 
Him all nations” — as “ separating the sheep from the goats,** and as “ setting 
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left ;** and afterwards it is 
said — “ Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand. Come, yc blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.” This is evidently the heavenly state, of which the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, during the millennial period, shall be the commenc^ent. 
Take another passage ; in the twelfth chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews, at 
the twenty-eighth verse, we read — “ Wherefore we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, lot us have grace,” while we are here upon earth, 
W'aiting for the kingdom, “ whereby we may serve God acceptably, with rever- 
ence and godly fear.” “ We receiving a kingdom.” They who had received 
the kingdom of grace in their hesurts first, by faith, at the foot of thq ci^ss, 
and who were thereby made suitable candidates for riie glorious, kingdom yet tO' 
be revealed. Next, in the epistle of James, in the second chi^M^> 
verse, we read — “ Hearken, my beloved brethren : Imth not God the 

poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which hatit prd« , 
mised to them that love Him ?” — simply those in whose heartaJthe kingdom of 
grace has been established, upon whom the Spirit of God faaa dascen^ and 
enabled them to accept the kingdom, in like manner, at the foot of the cross of 
Jesus; these aTe they that love Him, and only these ; and theses we are told, 
are “ heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised.” They are not in posses- 
sion of the kingdom ; it is something for which they are waiting, as an heir is 
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waiting for the possession which depends upon the death of liis ancestor. They 
have the title to the kingdom now, but they wait for the kingdom to be put in 
possession hereafter ; and therefore we conclude that it is a heavenly kingdom. 
Again ; in the second epistle general of Peter, the first chapter, and the 
tenth and eleventh verses, we read — “ Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never fall : for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” In ano- 
ther place, we are termed brethren — ^brethren who have been called, brethren 
who have been elected, for we are desired to “make our calling and election 
sure.” They are believers, then, in whose hearts the kingdom of grace has 
been established ; and it is the glorious and everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that they are waiting for. 

Here wc have undoubtedly a series of expressions, all bearing upon the same 
point ; and when our Lord in the text says — “ Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall in nowise enter the kingdom of heaven,” He 
doubtless means — * Ye shall not enter into that eternal state of blessedness, 
which is here set forth under the striking and most interesting epithet of a 
“ kingdom.” ’ 

Now what are the principal ideas suggested by this metaphorical expression ? 

The first is elevation. He who enters into the kingdom lias a share in it, is 
elevated to the dignity of it. The dust of the earth is lifted up to heaven ; the 
rebel becomes a sharer of the sovereign’s glory ; the alien is brought into near 
and indissoluble union with the monarch ; and however humble the position of 
the true believer may be, he is exalted to a royal dignity, — for you remember, 
in the first chapter of the book of Revelation, believers have royalty ascribed 
to them, where it is said — “ Christ hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and His Father.” And again, in the twenty-second chapter of the book of 
Revelation ■we find it declared, that they who are qualified to partake of the 
kingdom “ shall reign for ever and ever.” In the heavenly state, th^n, dear 
brethren, there will be elevation ; not elevation in the condition of one 
creature over another creature, but the elevation of the creature to the dig- 
nity of the royal presence of his God and Father. 

Connected with such elevation we must associate the idea of holiness. Dear 
brethren, no unholy thing can enter there ; nothing in the heavenly state can 
admit of affinity with the corruptions of earth ; sin, not only in its conse- 
quences, but in its nature, is to be not merely brought into subjection, but it 
is to be killed and destroyed. Dear brethren, we believe that the cross of the 
Redeemer has so given the blow to sin, that the day shall come in which the 
universe shall say — ‘ Behold, it is not.* Into the kingdom it can never come. 
If God should permit sin to be still active in hell's depths — ^if uncrushed sin 
should hold the whip of semrpions, with which to lash the disloyal ones from 
God, throughout the countless ages of eternity — and it may be so— yet it will 
never ^ter heaven ; it shall nut be there. Holiness — “ holiness to the Lord” 
shall be the characteristic of the heavenly state ; its very atmosphere shall 
brightness of it shall be Deity ; every sight and every 
soiifi4|p^U be Deity ; Deity shall be the canopy and the firmament, and 
ISNjlty ahall be the basis and the foundation ; Deity shall pervade the king- 
dom, creat^g the holiness which it loves. 

Then we must associate the idea of happiness. Ah ! dear brethren, the 
idea of happinero is connected not merely with elevation, but with holiness : 
the happiness and elevation are just inddeDtal to the other, though positively 
elementary parts of the kingdom. We shall not be happy in the kingdom 
because elevated, nor because we shall reign as kings and priests, but we 
shall be happy because being “ kings and priests” and having “ washed our 
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robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” we shall be 
holy. Happiness ! How little does the word mean, when used in its 'ordi- 
nary sense! The absence of grief is with us often happiness — just as 
the absence of pain is often pleasure. The broken heart that pauses in its 
tears, while some bright dream of the imagination passes through the mind, 
is often happy. All our happiness is but a modified and imperfect thing, 
even at its height. It trembles like an aspen leaf : even when its bright 
waters are flowing most brightly, there is a turbid undercurrent preparing to 
disturb its tranquillity. All may be of the brightest — the heart may be send- 
ing up its sweet song of joy — another moment passes, and the heart is riven, 
the sources of happiness are dried up, the foundations are rased ; and at best it 
is a poor unstable thing. But such is not the happiness which we associate 
with the idea of the happiness of heaven — perfect, unchangeable, with which 
nothing shall interfere ; its sources never dry, its bright waters never turbid, 
its intense light never darkened. 

Then we associate the idea of safety. If no evil shall come into the king- 
dom, then danger shall not come into it. Safety in the everlasting covenant 
of God’s love — safety in the arms of the liedeemer — safety in the fulfilled 
promises of God, every one of which will have become “ yea,” and none of them 
nay, wUl constitute one of the sweet and blessed elements of heaven’s lustre and 
glory. Safety ! Dear brethren, the Cliristian who realises most of the Chris- 
tian’s sense of safety in the covenant, experiences moments of apprehension 
and fear and dread ; the currents of temptation set in strongly against him, 
the hurricanes of temptation blow against him ; and remember it is written — 

Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.” He sometimes 
mistakes his steps ; he fears that Satan may lead him to the edge of that 
dangerous precipice, from which to fall would be his ruin. Oh ! how 
sadly is the Christian’s sense of safety invaded, while he is on earth I But in 
heaven there is no such invasion ; the bulwarks of everlasting love surround 
the kingdom, and the will of God’s sovereignty gives stability to the founda- 
tion. 

Then we think there will be in the kingdom entire conformity to the Divine 
will. We cannot now understand the conformity between the redeemed cburch 
of God and the Kedeemer himself, which all the expressions of Scripture 
would lead us to expect will take place in the heavenly state. On earth the 
true believer experiences something like this; but it is imperfect. Some- 
times there is a surrender of the will, and all is calm within ; sometimes the 
will puts on its strength and strives against Gud for the mastery, and then 
the conflict, painful and distressing, fills the believer’s heart with disquietude, 
and makes him cry — “ O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
the body of this death ?” But in the heavenly state it shall not be so ; the 
will of God shall then supply the rule, shall suggest the end, shall ^move all 
the springs of action in every redeemed soul, and the imbrokon harmony gf 
the Divine will shall roll its rich diapason, through the countless ages of 
eternity. 

Then we think there will be realisation of the Divine presence — reaUzation 
of God as our God in Christ — ^realization of our relation to God iu^B^ist — 
realization of the fact, that as God and the eternal Son are so we in the 
Son and through Him are one — ^partakers, in some marrelions sense, of the 
Divine nature—*' filled with all the fulness of God.” 

Such, then, dear brethren, we think, without further additl^ is something 
of the Scriptural idea of the heavenly state. 1 would not draw imaginary 
pictures, or deal out idle fancies, in such matters ; but these are the imme- 
diate suggestions from the expressions of Holy Scripture, particularly that of 
oujr text. 
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11. Then for such a state there must needs be qualihcations ; we cannot 
deny this. And there is a qualification which is indispensable. Dear brethren, 
nei tiler dignity, nor rank, nor fortune, nor earthly possession, nor intellect, 
nor all that men possess to elevate and ennoble, can fill the place of this indis- 
I>ensable qualification. And this is the second particular, to which I would 
draw your attention. “ Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be cx)nverted, and 
become aii little children, yo shall not enter into the kingdom of heaveik” 

The statute is recorded with God’s own finger ; an unconverted man can- 
not, shall not, enter the kingdom of heaven. This is the indispensable quali- 
fication, then — that ye be converted. And what is conversion ? Is it pro- 
fession ? Is it a competent knowledge of Divine truth ? Is it an acquaint- 
ance with the Bible ? Is it a state of high moral perfection ? Does it con- 
sist in maintaining a high and an honourable character ? Is it a thing that 
of necessity wins the applause of men as men, and of the world as the world ? 
Nay, dear brethren, all these things may exist, and in themselves are 
valuable and excellent, but they are not conversion. Conversion, as the very 
term implies, is an entire change of our whole moral and intelligent being. 
It is the work of Almighty grace ; it is the re-creating energy, applied by 
Him who spake the universe into existence, and fixed and established the 
everlasting laws by which every atom of creation is governed and sustained. 
Dear brethren, the conversion to which our Lord refers, is the work of Omni- 
potence, and cannot be effected, without the exercise of the Divine power. 
And it must he entire. Suppose it were possible for one who has not 
undergone this change to enter the i>recincts of the kingdom — why, the 
very harmonies of heaven would but awaken wretchedness in his heart, and 
the holiness and the happiness, and the conformity with tlie Divine will and 
the glory of the Divine presence, would be all unsuited to him. As well 
might the blind man profess to delight in colours, and the deaf in sweet 
sounds, as the unconverted man to have a taste or an appetite or a desire after 
heaven’s elevation arid holiness and happiness. 

The change, tlien, must be a complete one. And when God by His Holy 
Spirit begins the work, Ho always completes it. As the apostle to the 
Thilippians testifies : “ Being confident of this very thing, that He who has 
begun a good work in you, will perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ.” 
Conversion may be quick and sudden, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus and the 
jailer of Philippi ; the one is thrown down to the earth, when going forth to 
persecute the truth which he afterwards embraced and preached, and in a.i 
instant the heart is broken and the enquiry is — “ Lord, what wouldest 
Thou have me to do ?” — * Lo ! I surrender my will to Thine ;’ and in the 
other, with strange and fearful elementary commotions, shaking the very 
foundations of the prison, the guilty man is smitten — the finger of the Spi- 
rit of God is upon him, and trembling and astounded he cries out — 
“ Sirs, what must I do to be saved-?” Or the change may be progres- 
sive, as wo think was the case with Lydia. It pleased the Lord to open 
this woman’s heart, that she might receive the things that were spoken of 
Paul. The others’ hearts were sorely touched — Lydia’s heart was gently 
affe|^bd. It would seem probable, that step by step the work of conversion 
waif 6aMed on, and that all three, in their various circumstances, experienced 
the same result ; they were “ turned from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God.” And that is conversion. 

Conversion,^ dear brethren, is not sanctification ; conversion, or a state of 
conversion, is that state into which a guilty sinner is brought, when justified 
as a sinner, by faith, resting upon the covenant made valid by the merits of 
Jesus ; when God ceases to impute sin and imijutes righteousness, receives 
liim into ills family, and sets him ai>art, as a chosen vessel, for Himself — to bo 
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filled with Himself, and to manifest the power of His grace by an active spirit 
of holiness, thereafter to be fostered and cherished, as it is abundantly bestowed. 

Such is the simple idea of conversion. We may find in books of theology 
many particulars, many ingredients, brought out in minute detail ; but 
sx>eaking comprehensively upon the subject, such it is — a work of Omnipo- 
tence, changing the desires, the afiections, the powers, the will, the tendencies, 
and at length bringing the whole being into entire subjection to God : elevated 
while on earth, holy while on earth, happy while on earth, safe while on earth, 
conformed to the will of God while on earth, and enjoying the Divine presence 
wMe on earth ; in fact, heaven is begun on earth, and he who shall share 
the glories of the kingdom hereafter, has already the kingdom of God within 
him— as we have seen. 

The work of conversion, dear brethren, begins by the Spirit convincing the 
sinner of his lost state, humbling him under a sense of sin, showing him his 
helplessness, to save himself, convincing him that if saved at all it must be by 
grace, through faith, and not through any merit in his own doings ; and these 
bringing him, in all the bankruptcy of his ruined state, to the foot of the cross 
of Him who was “ delivered for his offences, and raised again for his justifica- 
tion.” And this indispensable qualification for the kingdom may be begun in 
some hard heart now listening to these things — may bo begun to-night in the 
solitary hour of midnight, when the great world is hushed, and God is moving 
forth to His secret work, and He may seek and find that poor guilty wanderer 
from Himself, and may speak to Him by His Spirit and tell him — “ I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love, and therefore with the cords of tenderness 
and love I have drawn thee and the answer of that hard heart this night 
may be — ** Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.” “ Search me, and try me, 
and see if tlicre be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 

Dear brethren, wore I to put the plain question — ‘ Are you candidates for 
the kingdom V — what reply would each individual, as before God, be prepared 
to render? Those who profess to be candidates for the kingdom — are you 
seeking it in God’s way ? Have you realised, or are you earnestly using the 
means for realising that change which is indispensable, and which cannot be 
done away with ? Are you seeking the kingdom as God would have you 
seek it — not only as to the way of seeking it, but also through His appointed 
means ? Do you come to the house of God, seeking the kingdom ? Do you 
go into your retirement, with the written word in your hands, seeking the 
kingdom there ? Do you go, in the spirit of prayer, to the throne of grace, 
there socking the kingdom ? Do you go weeping over the sufierings . of Him 
who bled for your sins, and through Him seek the kingdom ? Do you look 
up to “ the blood of sprinkling,” which “ speaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel,” and through its cleansing influence do you expect to obtain 
a qualiflcatioii for the kingdom ? Ah ! dear brethren, those who have begun 
to seek, those who are rejoicing in all the blessedness of heirship, press 
onward ; j;hc toils of the way will soon be past, and the dreariness of earth's 
l)e8t existence will soon be changed for the hosannahs and palms and white 
robes. 

And ye who are desirous, but have never yet come to that point of deci|ion 
wliich gives earnestness, to men, be advised when we speak toy%>u»with all the 
tanderness of love, and bid you count all things but dross, when compared 
with tliis kingdom. Let not time fly by ; let not the poor shadows, which the 
god of this world would have you pleased with, rather than with the realities 
which arc now set before you, divert you from your object ; but “ lay aside 
every weight, and the sin that doth so easily lieset you, and run with patience 
the race that is set before you, lookuig unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
your faith.” 
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“ But if the ministration of deaths written and engraven in stones^ wcls glorious^ 
so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Closes for the 
glory of his countenance ; which glory was to be done away : lutw shall not the 
ministration of the Spirit be rather glorious ? For if the ministration of condem- 
nation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
For Chen that which was made glorious had no glory in this respedl^y reason of 
the glory that excelleth.*^ — 3 Corinthians iii. 7 — 10, 

The apostle argues that the lievitical dispensation was “ glorious.” It 
was so ; it was given on Sinai, amid pomp and unearthly splendour. So 
rnuch so, that the very face of Moses shone with glory, from its contact witli 
the presence of Deity. The ministration of the Spirit (that is, the evan- 
gelical economy,) is yet more so. The first was the ministration of death — 
“ the soul that sinneth, it shall die the second is the communication of life. 
The one presented a rigid and inflexible law — the other imijarts a plastic and 
transforming principle ; the first was engraven on stone — the last on the 
living tablets of the heart. The ministration of the law was essentially tran- 
sitory ; its lightnings are now laid, its thunders lulled, its tables broken, and 
its whole structure and economy dissolved : but the ministration of the Spirit 
is to stretch into everlasting ages, to add to the brightness of heaven, and to 
give tone and colouring to the tlioughts and praises of the redeemed through- 
out eternity. 

But the ministration of the Spirit is not here placed in antagonism to the 
ministration of the law, as if the one were contrary to the other. It is not so. 
On the contrary, the one is the complement of the other : the first is the bud, 
and the last is the full blossom ; the one is a series of types — the other, of 
truths ; the one presents us with the patriarch at his altar, the Jew in his 
temple, and the priest in his holy place — the other gives us the preacher in 
his pulpit, the hearer in his pew, and the great High Priest, who has passed 
into the heavens. External rites have passed away, like clouds from the sky, but 
eternal trutlis, struck into the heart, remain, like the stars, for ever. The altars of 
Judaism have been abandoned, its victims have ceased to bleed, and tlie Holy 
Spirit now preaches and points to the great oblation made once for all for the 
sins of mankind. Moses is no longer read in the synagogue, but Christ is 
preached in the church; the priest no longer bums incense within the veil, 
but the Hedeemer intercedes in heaven ; Sinai emits no more thunders, but 
the ** still small voice” is yet audible to the people of God ; the lightnings 
that flash despair are no more seen, but ** the light of God’s countenance” is 
still ** lifted up” upon His saints. In short, there has been progress in God’s 
revelation of his will — that progress which is visible in creation. Por is not 
the earth a vast laboratory ? are not islands emerging from the deep ? are 
not new shapes and forms of crystallization taking' idace ? do not all things 
work upward towards perfection ? 
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It is not, however, meant to be alleged, that the Holy Spirit was not in the 
former dispensation. It was true in the days of Abraham, just as it is true 
now — “ Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
There was never but one church, and there never was but one way of turning 
sinners into saints ; there never was but one spring of life, one element of 
victory, one source of sanctification — the Holy Spirit of God. 

Wherein, it may be asked, then, was the difierence ? We answer, it was 
in degree, not in kind. There is “ first the blade, then the ear, and then 
the full corn the spring leaps from the hill side, and swells into the river, 
that bears on its bosom the navy of the empire, and the treasures of the 
earth. And these are but the just illustrations of the progress of the king- 
dom of Christ, from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Moses, from Moses to 
li*aul, and from Paul to Luther. The one dispensation was the grub in its 
chrysalis state — the other the beautiful butterfly, unfurling its wings, and 
sailing in the air, a thing of life. We have far greater light, more glorious 
privileges, more inspiring hopes ; the glory of the dispensation of the Spirit is 
as much superior to that of the dispensation of the law, as is the glory of that 
city that hath no need of the sun nor of the moon, to that of the earthly 
Canaan ; and if there be no nobler nor more illustrious specimens of Chris- 
tianity now than of old, it is our sin and our shame, and nothing else. 

The superiority of our dispensation to the previous one will be seen in such 
points of view as the following. We have, in the Gospel dispensation, views 
of God far more beautiful, consolatory, and clear. In the dispensation of the 
law the Father was clouded with the awful drapery of the Judge ; His very 
presence shook the earth, and made even Moses tremble ; the flaming sword 
of the cherubim needed to be passed under, before the hungry could eat of 
the tree of life. But in the cvangcilical dispensation “ God is in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself, not imputing to men their trespasses” — and 
*• the Spirit of adoption,” which we receive, helps us to see, and to say — 
“ Abba, Father.” It is written upon its very lintels and door posts, as its 
great central truth — “ God so loved the world, that He gave His only, 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 

If we look to the worship of the old dispensation, as contrasted with that 
of the now, we shall see the superior glory of the latter. The one had a 
heavy and costly ceremonial, fitted to awe and dazzle men's senses — the 
latter a simple and sublime service, calculated to reach and captivate men’s 
hearts ; the one possessed an outward Leviticus, with rigid rubrics — the other 
is characterized by an* inward and spiritual worship. The Jewish church 
was “ all glorious without” — the Christian church is “ all glorious within.” 
All that the former had materially, the latter has morally. Truth, the lamp 
of the holy place — life, the rubric — love, the ritual — all hours canonical, and 
all places holy — every day an anniversary, and every spot a shrine. The one, 
in short, was the letter — ^the other is, in one word, the life. 

If we look at the place of worship, we shall see also another evidence of the 
superior glory of our dispensation. The temple was the central object of the 
former, with its mercy seat, and its shechinah, and its overshadowing 
cherubim, and its other impressive furniture. Have we anything to corres- 
pond to this ? We have that which infinitely eclipses it. ' I do not quote 
those vast and truly magnificent structures, our cathedrals, where the yory 
stones of the earth seem to have had life, and to have shot uj) into foliage and 
blossom ; but we have what Christ himself pronounced to be the true temple 
—His own holy and perfect humanity ; and wheresoever, in the poorest 
cellar, or in gorgeous hall, or in royal palace, or in rags, in ermine, in lawn, 
or in purple, you find a true Christian, you find a true temple, beside which 
cathedrals, shrines, and synagogues. Die temple of Solomon, with all its glory, 
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and the temple of Herod, with all its augmented magnificence) become dim 
and pale — for that true Christian is “ the temple of the H0I7 Ghost.” 

The Jew had also his high priest, a Divine and august institution ; but we 
liave a far more glorious Priest. The Jewish high priest offered first for 
his own sins, then for the sins of the people, and eventually died ; but w'c 
have a High Priest, who has “ passed into the heavens,” and liveth for ever, 
“ holy, harmless, and undefiled,” arrayed in the imperishable robes of our 
humanity — our names upon His heart, and our souls in His hand. The sha- 
dow, in short, is absorbed in the eternal substance ; the star that was beau- 
tiful, hut dim and distant, and without any mellowing power, is lost in the 
full-orbed splendour of the unsetting sun ; the rite has perished, but the reli- 
gion remains ; the ceremony has “ waxed old as doth a garment, and as a 
vesture it is folded up,” but the Son of God is “ the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever.” “ If, then, the ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold 
the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance ; which glory was to be 
done away : how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be ratlicr glorious ? 
For if tlie ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the minis- 
tration of rigliteousness exceed in glory. For even that which was made 
glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that exeelleth.” 

The former dispensation had its sacrifices, but this was their imi)erfection, 
that the same sacrifice was oftimes offered, and could not take away sin. 
They had the morning and the evening lamb, the lamb of Levi — we have 
“the Lamb of God, that tiiketh aw^ay the sins of the world the Jew had 
liis paschal lamb, that was ottered once a year — we have “ Christ our pass- 
over, sacrificed for us.” Our sacrifice needs no repetition, and is capable of no 
increase. Its retrospective efficacy reached Adam, amid the debris of Para- 
dise — its present etticacy comiirehends the round globe, as with a glorious 
zone, and its prospective blessings are inexi)ressiblc now% as they will be 
unexhausted throughout eternity. 

But who is the Spirit, wiiosc ministration we have been considering ? 

First, we allege, lie is a Person ; and secondly, that person is God. The 
following passages are evidences that He is a person, and not (as the Sociniaii 
alleges) an inlluence, a metaiihor, or a figure of si3cech. Isaiah xlviii. 16 — 
“ Come ye near unto Me, hear ye this ; I have not spoken in secret from the 
beginning ; from the time that it was, there am I : and now the Lord God, 
and His Spirit, hath sent Me.” Acts viii. 29 — “ Then the Spirit sniil unto 
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.” Acts xvi, 16 — “ Now 
when they had gone throughout Plirygia and tlie region of Galatia, and were 
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia.” 1 Cor. ii. 10 — 
“ But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit : for the Spirit searcheth 
all things, yea, the deep things of God.” These, surely, are not the effects of 
a metaphor ; surely it would be doing violence, alike to the writers and to the 
language they employ, to suppose that any other than a person is alluded to. 
The Spirit is represented as speaking in the prophets and the apostles. 
Mark xiii. 1 1 — “ But wlien they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no 
thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate ; 
but whatsoever shall be given you in tliat hour, that speak ye : for 
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Gliost,” Luke i. 67 — “ And his 
father Zacharias was filled with tlie Holy Ghost, and proi)liC8ied.” 
1 Peter i. 10, 11 — “Of which salvation the projdicts have inquired and 
searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you : 
searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sutt'erings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow.” 2 Peter i. 21— “For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man : but holy men of God si)akc as they were moved 
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by the Holy Ghost.’* The Spirit is represented as striving. Genesis vi. 3 — 
** And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always striyc with man, for that he 
also is flesh.” Bloving, John xvi. 8 — “And when He is come. He will 
reprove tlie world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” Helping, 
Bomans viii. 26 — “ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities : for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought : but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Guiding, 
John xvi. 13 — “ Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide 
you into all truth ; for He shall not speak of Himself ; but whatsoever He 
shall hear, that shall He speak : and He will show you things to come.” 
Bearing witness, I John v. 6 — “ It is the Spirit that beareth witness, 
because the Spirit is truth.” Testifying, John xv. 26 — “ But when the 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me.” 
Working, 1 Corinthians xii. 11 — “But all these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He will.” He is grieved. 
Ephesians iv. 30 — “ And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.” He is resisted. Acts vii. 51 — “Ye 
stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and cars, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost : as yoUr fathers did, so do ye.” He is tempted. Acts v. 9 — “ Then 
Peter said unfo her. How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the 
Spirit of the Lord ?” We are baptised in His name, and blessed in His name. 
All these and other acts, attributed to the Spirit of God, constitute irrefra- 
gable proof that He is a person. 

In the next place, He is God. Compare Exodus xvii. 7 — “ And he called 
the name of the place Massali, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the Lord 
among us, or not ?” — with Hebrews iii. 7 — 9 — “ Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost 
saith. To day if yo will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the pro- 
vocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness : when your fathers 
tempted Me, proved Me, and saw My works forty years.” Thus the Holy- 
Ghost was tempted in the wilderness. He is therefore Jehovah, Compare also 
Isaiah vi. 5 — 9 — “ Then said I, Woe is me ! for I am undone ; because I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips : 
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then flew one of the 
Seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 
the tongs from off the altar : and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying. Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I ; send me. And He said, Go, 
and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, 
but perceive not — with Acts xxviii. 25, 26 — “ And when they agreed 
not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word. 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, saying. 
Go unto this people, and say. Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not Under- 
stand ; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive,” Simeon’s song is addressed 
to the Holy Spirit. It was revealed to him by the Spirit that he should not 
depart, till he had seen the Lord's Christ ; and in his song he addresses the 
Divine Person that made this promise to him, (that is, the Holy Spirit,) and 
acknowledges that the promise wits fulfilled. If we compare the third and 
fourth verses of the fifth chapter of the Acts, we shall see that to lie to God 
and to lie to the Holy Ghost are convertible and equivalent expressions : “ But 
Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land ? Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own ? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power ? 
why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart ? thou hast not lied unto 
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men, but unto God.'* In Ezekiel the Spirit gives life to tlie dry bones ; in 
Komans viii. 11, we read — “ The Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies.” 

John iii. 6 — “ That which is bom of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is 
bom of the Spirit is spirit.** 1 John v. 4 — Whatsoever is bom of God over- 
cometh the world.** Here we see that to be born of the Spirit, and to be bom 
of God, is the same thing. 

Acts xiii. 2 — *tAB they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said. Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I liave 
called them.*' Hebrews v. 4 — “ And no man taketh this honour unto liirasclf, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.** Here we see the Spirit doing 
what is declared to be the exclusive prerogative of God. 

Matthew ix. 38 — “ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will 
send forth labourers into His harvest.** Acts xiii. 4 — ** So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Selucia ; and from thence they sailed 
to Cyprus.” This is evidence not only of an attribute of God being declared 
to be an attribute of the Holy Spirit, but also of worship being paid to Him. 

John.xiv. 17 — “ Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him : but ye know Him ; for He 
dwuUeth with you, and shall be in you.** 1 Corinthians xiv. 25 — And thus 
are the secrets of his heart made manifest ; and so falling down on his face he 
will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.** These two pas- 
sages show that the Spirit of truth and the indwelling God are one and the 
same Being. 

2 Timothy iii. 16 — “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness.** 1 Peter i. 12 — “ Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, 
but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven.’* Thus inspiration, the prerogative of God, is declared to 
be the prerogative of the Holy Ghost. 

John vi. 45 — “ It is written in the prophets. And they shall all be taught of 
God.’* 1 Corinthians ii. 13 — “ Which things we also speak, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom tcacheth, but which the Holy Ghost tcacheth ; com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual.” John xiv. 26 — “ But the Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name. He shall 
teiich you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.** Thus the prophecy that Christians “ shall be taught of 
God,** is fulfilled in the teaching of the Holy Ghost. 

Acts V. 3 — “ But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to 
lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land ?” Acts 
V. 4 — ** Whiles it remained was it not thine own ? and after it was sold, was 
it not in ^thine own power ? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine 
heart ? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.’* Thus the perfect iden- 
tify^ of God and the Holy Ghost is afidrmed. 

1 Corinthians ii. 11 — “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save 
the i^irit of man which is in him ? even so the tilings of God knowetli no 
man, but the Spirit of God. 1 Corinthians ii, 14 — “ But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto 
him.** These two texts show that the things of God, and the things of the 
Spirit of God, are the things of one Person. 

Deuteronomy vi. 16 — “ Ye shall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye 
tempted him in Massah.** Acts v. 9 — “ Peter said unto her. How is it that 
ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ?** Thus to tempt 
the Spirit of God is the same thing as to tempt God. 

In Ezekiel xxxvii. 9 — “ Then said He unto me. Prophesy unto the wind ; 
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prophesy, son of man, and say to the i^ind, Thus saith the Lord God ; Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live” — the Spirit of God is represented as the great quickener of the dead. 

In Acts ii. 24 — “ Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death,” — 1 Peter iii. 18 — “ Christ also hath once sufPered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but quickened by the Spirit,” — ^Romans i. 4 — “ And declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead,” — ^the Holy Spirit is set forth as raising Christ from the dead. 

In Matthew xii. 28 — ” But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then 
the kingdom of God is come unto you,” — Luke xi. 20 — “ But if I with the 
finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon 
you,” — Acts xix. 11 — “And God wrought special miracles by the hand of 
Paul,” — Romans xv. 19 — “ Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power 
of the Spirit of God,” — the Spirit is represented as the source of all miraculous 
power. 

In 1 Corinthians iii. 17 — “If any man defile the temple of God, liim shall 
God destroy ; for the temple of God is holy, whicli temple ye are,” — John 
xiv. 17 — “ Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him : but ye know Him ; fpr He dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you,” — He is represented as dwelling in the i)eople 
of God. 

Now is it possible to conceive, that He who is thus identified with God in 
every word of truth, in every act of power, is any other than God ? Is it 
possible to believe, that He who gives life to the dead soul, raises from the 
tomb the dead body, inspires Scripture, performs mirji^clcs, gives ministers to 
the church, and dwells in all saints, at tdl times, and in all places of the 
world, is any other than God ? To change the heart is a more stupendous 
exercise of power than to create the universe. To mould and shape yielding 
matter into countless forms of beauty, into suns and stars and minerals and 
flowers, is beyond all dispute the evidence of the finger of God ; but to allay 
evil passions, to dethrone corruption from the human heart, to transform by 
a toucli the heart of stone into a heart of flesh, and to construct from the 
ruins of the soul a residence for Heity, is an expression of yet greater power. 
A saint is a monument of greAter might than a fixed star ; a Christian is a 
more glorious thing than creation itself. 

In the epistle to the Hebrews the Spirit is represented as having the attri- 
bute of eternity, where Christ is said to have “ offered Himself through the 
eternal Spirit.” We are baptised in His name, we are blessed in His name, 
we are taught by His wisdom, we are comforted by His consolations. None 
is able to do all this, save He who is God. 

If, then, wc revert to the banks of the ancient Jordan, and the baptism of 
Jesus, or if we refer to our own baptism, “ in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” or if we look forward to the Apocalyptic 
description of the sevenfold Spirit, we must conclude that the Holy Spirit is 
God. God the Father is sovereign love, God the Son is redeeming love, God 
the Spirit is eflective love ; “ God,” the triune Jehovah, “ is love.” This is 
the foundation of the Christian faith, the hope of Christian men, and the 
main clement of that superior glory which makes “ the ministration of righ- 
teousness” exceed in glory “ the ministration of condemnation “ for if that 
which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is 
glorious.” And may we all, according to the declaration contained in the 
last verse of the chapter from which my text is taken, “ with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, be changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 
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“ When once the Master of the house is risen up^ and hath shut to the door ,"'" — 
Luke xiii- 25. 

It is impossible, my brethren, to acquire a knowledge of the character and 
habits of men, without observing their uniform proneness to neglect the welfare 
of their own souls. The high and^solemn concerns of religion plead uselessly 
and in vain. By some they are dismissed with open infidelity and scorn j and 
by many more, who venture not upon so open and direct opposition, they are 
evaded in a manner which is equally sinful and perilous. Such is the mode, in 
which the majority of men treat those mighty concerns which apply to their 
well being, and the importance of which advances with every day. 

One method of evasion upon tlie concerns of religion, and perhaps the most 
frequent of all, is doubtless that of professing some interest wlien its claims are 
presented, but endeavouring to elude its personal application, by engaging in 
inquiries or in debates which are in general, and as far as anything connected 
with religion can be concerned, of a merely speculative nature. A striking 
example of this is presented in connection with the words of our text. We 
find that the Saviour went through the cities and villages of Galilee, teaching 
and journeying towards Jerusalem, and doubtless repeating those solemn adju- 
rations to repentance which we find recorded in the earlier part of the chapter, 
and of which so large a portion of His public ministry w^as composed. A 
person who had listened to His stirring declarations, and who must be 
regarded as a representative of the feelings of multitudes, desired to prevent 
their continuance and to evade their pressure, by presenting an inquiry which 
if responded to might have produced a mere fruitless and unprofitable discus- 
sion. “ Then said one unto Him, Lord, are there few that be saved The 
manner in which the attempt was met was worthy of Him who “ spake as 
never man spake for in place of directly noticing the inquiry. He returned at 
once, and with new force, to the task of summoning each man to the work of 
his own individual welfare, uttering a series of expressions which for united 
majesty and pathos will perhaps be found unparalleled, even in His own peer- 
less ministry. “ He said unto them. Strive to enter in at the strait gate : for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When once 
the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and' ye 
begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying. Lord, Lord, 
open unto us ; and He shall answer and say unto you, I know you not, 
whence ye are : then shall ye begin to say. We have eaten and drunk in Thy 
presence, and Thou hast taught in our streets. But He shall say, I tell you, I 
know you not whence ye are ; depart from Me, all ye workers of iniquity. 
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and 
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Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you your- 
selves thrust out. And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and 
from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 
And, behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall 
be last.” 

Erom these thrilling sentences we have selected expressions which are brief 
in their measure, though most comprehensive in their extent. It is our hope 
that you will not sufier that great Institution, the interests of which have con- 
vened us this evening, to endure loss, because we are about to dedicate this 
service to matters immediately connected with your own personal interests 
and welfare ; and if we are speaking to any who have been in the habit of 
indulging in procrastination and delay, upon the matters of eternity, let this 
be the time for rebuke and tlie period for resolve, lest, by that delusive pro- 
crastination upon matters which with every moment are becoming more im- 
portant, they should lose their immortal souls. 

We desire, then, your most serious attention, while from tlie words we have 
read we notice — first, the important duty which the Saviour indicates ; and 
secondly, the afiecting argument which the Saviour employs. 

I. In the first place, observe the important duty which the Saviour indicates. 

He speaks of the door, or the entrance gate of a house, which is implied to 
be for a season open, and through which all men are to pass, that in that house 
they may dwell — as in the preceding verse He advises : “ Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate.” And you must now observe, the object to which the duty 
relates, and the spirit in which the duty is to be performed. 

1. With regard to the object to which the duty relates, you must understand 
that the door or gate signifies the entrance or commencement of a life of true 
piety, which conducts the soul to an ultimate enjoyment of heaven. The same 
figure, or that which with a little variation is parallel to it, is on several occa- 
sions employed by the Saviour, in the same application ; as for instance* 
in the seventh chapter of the Gospel by the evangelist Matthew, He speaks of 
“ the strait gate” at the entrance of “ the narrow way that leadeth unto life” — 
as again, in the tenth chapter of the Gospel by John, He speaks of “ the door 
of the sheepfold,” “ into which,” He says, “if any man enter, he shall be saved” 
— and as again, in the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel by Matthew, He 
speaks of the attendants of the Bridegroom passing on towards the marriage 
feast, whilst “ the dooV was shut.” When true piety is presented under the 
metaphor of a ** way,” a “ sheepfold,” or (as in the text,) a “ door,” to be 
entered by certain means, it is presented under a form of representation, which 
beautifully illustrates its nature and its office. Without, however, dwelling on 
this consideration, you will perceive that it is the duty of man to enter in at 
the door — that is, to adopt for himself a life of true piety and of genuine religion 
— ^religion, which works so great a change upon our passions and our pursuits 
— ^religion, which transforms us from infidelity to faith, from sin to holiness, 

“ from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,”— religion, 
which identifies us with all that is precious in the provisions of redeeming love, 
and which is to be crown^ by all that is delightful in the unchanging felicities 
of eternity. 

We will observe further, that while the door is represented as being open, 
it is represented also as being “ strait,” or narrow — ^thus signifying the fact, 
that there are at the outset, as throughout the continuance of a life of true 
piety, numerous and serious difficulties. We are accustomed, brethren, to 
speak frequently of the pleasure of religion, and we know that religion is 
associated with delights, to the intensity and sublimity of which no possible 
limits can be assigned ; but on the other hand, it must at the same time be 
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acknowledged, that men can only be i^artakers in the household of Clirist and 
of Ood, in connection with much hardship and expence. This fact re<]^uiros 
to be fully and fairly stated, in order that there may be, in regard to religion, 
that careful counting of the cost, apart from which no profession of it can be 
rightly undertaken or permanently sustained. Hence it was, our Saviour 
employed the epithet which is presented in our text ; and hence also He pre- 
sented more largely that emphatic statement which you find exhibited in the 
chapter succeeding the one from which we now address you. You read in the 
twenty-fifth verse of that chapter, that “ there went great multitudes with 
Him : and He turned, and said unto them. If any man come to Me, and hate 
not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whosoever doth not 
bear his cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.” In the same spirit, 
and for the same reason, we remind you, brethren, of the difficulties which are 
associated with a career of genuine religion now. We candidly tell you of your 
difficulties, while at the same time we earnestly protest against your delays. 
There are, for example, difficulties arising from the indwelling corruption and 
depravity of your own hearts ; there are difficulties arising from the external 
world, in its multifarious pleasures and blandishments, on the one hand, and 
in its gathering frowns and impending persecutions, on the other ; and there 
are difficulties arising from the great adversary, who by his wiles would 
endeavour above all things to preserve his victims in his coils. 

Now, brethren, these arc the difficulties which make the entrance to the 
temple and the home of piety “ strait.” Behold them — measure them — calcu- 
late them in all their intensity ; and remember, that only as against these you 
contend, and only as against these you triumph, can you enter into the king- 
dom of God. Well may each one employ the language of our Christian poet — 

“ Lord, can a feeble helploes worm, 

Fulfil a task so hard ? 

Thy grace must all the work perform, 

And give the free reward.” 

2. You have thus seen the object to which the duty relates ; you must now 
observe, the spirit in which the duty is to be performed. Tlie duty is that of 
entering in at the door which is opened ; and it is a duty whicli is paramount 
and imperative. The enumeration of difficulties which has just been pre- 
sented, might almost seem calculated to deter men from entering on a life of 
piety ; but we tell you, brethren, that the door of the Master’s house must be 
passed, in order that you may be safe and happy ; and we tell you, that 
whatever of difficulty may lie in your career, is only to make you yet more 
eager. You are to “ strive to enter in,” resolved that nothing shall prevent 
you. 

It’ may be proper for us to observe, with regard to the original term, respect- 
ing the spirit of the duty, and rendered in our translation by the word 
** strive,” that it is properly one intended to denote the contending in the 
most determined manner against antagonists in games or in battles ; and 
it implies that the difficulties attending the outset of religion are as enemies, 
against* whom we must fight, in the most resolved and determined manner, if 
we would attain to salvation and eternal life. It would probably, therefore, be 
more obviously the purport of the Saviour’s language, to say — * Make your 
way, or force your way, through the strait gate ;* there being here a beautiful 
identity witli the statement of the Saviour elsewhere, respecting the spirit in 
which eternal blessings are to be secured : ** The kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force.” Now divesting this exhortation 
of a little of its figurative character, it must be regarded as exhorting men to 
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make a personal interest in religion their first and immediate concern — as 
calling upon them, in spite of all opposing obstacles, at once and with 
unshrinking and unreserved hearts to embrace it — “ labouring to enter into 
rest,” “working out their own salvation with fear and trembling,” never 
ceasing in their intense and earnest striving until they have attained to “ glory, 
honour, and immortality.” This, niy brethren, is worthy of the name of 
Christ ; and this th value of your own souls demands from you. You have in 
many instances halted, hesitated, and delayed ; you liave been affrighted or 
seduced into an ignoble alliance with the world or sin, by whicli you have 
been led to put off religion, in fearful and guilty postponement ; you have 
lo9ked upon the Master’s house from a distance, and when you have approached 
the door as though you would enter, a craven fear has stood like a lion in your 
path, and, strange to say, you have retreated and you have returned. Brethren, 
we would arouse yon, and we would entreat you, in the spirit which has now 
been recommended, that you would “ strive to enter in.” Be earnest, be resolved. 
In the spirit of penitence, the spirit of faith, and the spirit of prayer, yield 
yourselves unto God, and grasp His Son, who died for the chief of sinners, as 
being your portion, your inheritance, and your all. You remember, perhaps, 
the champion whom the pilgrim, in the renowned allegory, saw before the 
stately palace, on the top of which were the inhabitants walking in gold. 
Make his case your own, while I endeavour to repeat it to you. “ The pilgrim 
saw around the door of the palace a number of men who would enter therein, 
but who durst not. There sat also at a little distance from it a man at a table, 
ready to take down the names of those who would enter. He saw also in the 
doorway many men in armour ready to keep it, and to do those who would 
enter all the hurt and mischief they could. At last, when they all started 
back from fear of the armed men, there came one man of very stout counte- 
nance, who went to him that sat at the table, and said — ‘ Set down my name, 
Sir,’ — which being done, he put a helmet on his head, and drew his sword, 
and rushed at the armed men in the doorway, who laid on him with deadly 
force, whilst the other, nothing discomfited, used his weapon most fiercely. 
At last, when lie had given and received many wounds, he forced his way 
through the door and pressed onwards into the x>alace, in which were very 
pleasant voices heard from those within, even from those who walked upon the 
top in gold, saying — 

' Come in, come in ; 

Eternal glory shalt thou win.* 

So he went in, and was clad with garments such as they were.” My hetirers, 
you are at the door. Oh I hesitate not, parley ncjt, but enter. Hear the 
voices of the redeemed inviting you — “ Come in, come in and hear above all 
the voice of the Divine Master, uttering the spirit-stirring promise, enough 
to enliven the coldest and to render undaunted the most timid — “ To liim that 
overtometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne.” 

Here, brethren, is the duty which the Saviour indicates. It is the adop- 
tion of a life of genuine piety, which is to be embraced and pursued with 
eagerness and determination, in spite of all difilculties and obstacles whatever. 

n. And now, secondly, we arc to notice the affecting argument which tlie 
Saviour employs. 

He speaks, you observe, of the master of the house rising up from the seat 
which he is supposed to have occupied for a time, at the entrance of the 
dwelling, hospitably and kindly inviting the passers-by to enter and be happy, 
and shutting to the door, preventing any one who came afterwards from 
finding a dwelling in his mansion. This is the grand circumstance by which 
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the observation before us is enforced ; and it is, you observe, pursued in its 
illustration in terms of ovcrwlielming solemnity, throughout the subsequent 
parts of the paragraph. We sliall not now detain you by enumerating the 
various mistaken interpretations which have been rendered, of the meaning of 
the Saviour ; we propose to direct your attention :to what we consider the 
true meaning, which you will find in a series of particulars, constituting a 
mighty, as it ought to be an irresistible plea, for the embracing of religion 
without any further delay. 

liCt me, then, entreat you to devote your patient and devout regard to the 
four following heads, which will be found to accumulate into the argument 
which the Saviour advances. 

1. In the first place, the Saviour states that the present life is the only sea- 

son for securing personal religion. The season during which the door conti- 
nues open, is the period of human life. And my brethren, notwithstanding the 
various difficulties which have been enumerated, there are many and delightful 
facilities afforded for tlie cultivation of the tastes and habits we have now 
urged ; and in the Gospel, established by the authority of the Son of man, these 
facilities are presented in tlie most abundant and delightful manner. Wo have 
“ line upon line and precept upon precept ; here a little and there a little ** our 
eyes see our teachers, a^d our cars hear a voice behind us, saying, Tliis is 
the way.” “ The linos have fallen to us in pleasant places ; yea, we have a 
goodly heritage.” But while, brethren, we do justice to the abundance and 
value of our privileges, w^c must at the same time remember the brevity and 
the uncertainty of their duration. They are held by a tenure, which is scarcely 
worthy the name. With regard to the faculties of the mind, is it infrequent or 
uncommon, that where a nice adj ustment of the mentalpowers was oncediscerni- 
blc, there reason totters and is driven from her throne ; and there, instead of 
the beautiful harmony which was once apparent, we find in the temple of the 
spirit only the wayward flickerings and uncertain shadows of the imagination, 
playing like the lightning amidst the ruins which itself has made ? Wo who 
are surrounded by, the element? of uncertainty, are we not continually walking 
ui>on the verge of unseen realities V and when contemplating the apparent 
security, and reaifpning upon the comparative certainty of life, is there not a 
voice which saya"^“ This night shall thy soul be required of thee ?” How 
many and how solemn have been- the forebodings to this effect, which the ope- 
rations of Divine Providence have presented, during the months which have 
now elapsed I And if, my brethren, there be this uncertainty with regard to the 
continuance of our privileges, and the continuance of the faculties, and the life, 
during which alone these privileges can be enjoyed, does not this constitute 
a mighty argument against delay ? “ Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou 

knowest not what a day may bring forth.” “ Go to now, ye that say, To-day 
or to-morrow wc will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy, 
and sell, and get gain : whereas ye Icnow not what shall be on the morrow. 
For what is your life ? It is even a vapour that appearetli for a little time, 
and then vanisheth away.” “ Whatsoever thine liand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might, for there is no work nor device in the grave whither thou goest.” 
And, my hearers, young and old, whatever your rank or position, remember 
that to do it with your might, you must do it now, 

2. Again, secondly, the Saviour states, that those who die without personal 
religion, are excluded from the enjoyment of happiness in His presence. In 
the absence of that preparation to which we have adverted, there is an exclu- 
sion from the house of the Master ; they cannot enter to Him, and receive 
what He has prepared as tlie fruition of the renovated and the redeemed. 
This fact of exclusion the Saviour upon various occasions implies, in figures 
similar to that which is now before us : as in the parable of the marriage 
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supper He tells us of the man that came thither “ who had not on the wed- 
ding garment,” and who was cast out from the banquet ; and as again, in 
the parable of the ten virgins. He tells us of those foolish ones who came too 
late, when the door was shut ; and upon other occasions we find, without 
parabolic imagery, the one and the same truth presented. 

My brethren, the presence of Christ, the great Master, in heaven, is the 
seal of happiness ; and it is not a little remarkable, that the mere fact of the 
Saviour’s presence in heaven is often pointed out in the sacred Kecord, as 
comprehending within it all that heaven contains of felicity and of glory. Yf)u 
remember such expressions as the following : “ If any man serve Me, let him 
follow Me ; and where I am, there also shall My servant be. If any man serve 
Me, him will My Father honour.” Again : “ In My Father’s house are many 
mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto Myself ; that where I am, there ye may he also.” Again : “Father, 
I will that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, 
that they may behold My glory.” Again, in the anticipations of the apostle — 
“ willing rather to be absent from the body, and present with the Lord 
“ liaving a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better “ so shall 
we be ever with tlie Lord.” And thus it is that we have the high acknow- 
ledgment of inspiration — “ In Thy presence is fulness of joy, and at Thy 
right hand are pleasures for evermore.” And those who depart without evan- 
gelical religion, are excluded from whatever of liappiness is presented in con- 
nection with the visible glory and presence of the Saviour. 

Well now, my brethren, take this mere fact of exclusion ; compare it in its 
nature with the difficulties and obstacles attending the embracing of true reli- 
gion and persevering in it to the end. Do you bring forth the balances of 
the sanctuary, and weigh the two in the opposite scales. What is the diffi- 
culty, compared with the fruition ? What is the pain, compare<l with tlie 
enjoyment ? What is the “ affliction, which is but for a moment,” compared 
with the “ far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ?” Does not right 
reason at onc;e convince you of the utter folly of hesitation, when the result 
is so mighty and so majestic? My brethren, by all that heaven contains of 
enjoyment — that enjoyment which when possessed will continue throughout 
interminable ages of eternity — I would conjure you at once to resolve that 
you will seek tlicir possession — for remember, that “ when once the Master 
of the house is risen, and has shut to the door,” they will be unapproachable 
and unattainable for ever. 

3. We advance a step further. The Saviour states, that those who die 
without personal religion may make many vigorous efforts and employ many 
vehement entreaties to obtain salvation, which will be utterly and absolutely 
unavailing. “ Wlien once the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut 
to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying. 
Lord, 'Lord, open unto us ; and He sliall answer and say unto you, I know 
you not whence yc are : then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk 
in Thy presence, and Thou hast taught in our streets. But He shall say, I 
tell you, I know you not whence yc are ; depart from Me, all ye workers of 
iniquity. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Wo do not, my 
^ brethren, pretend to affirm that any such conversation as this actually trans- 
pires, in connection with the state of those who enter into eternity without 
the preparation we have defined ; but we do mean to affirm, that this repre- 
sentation of the great Teacher exhibits to us the state of mind of such jiersona 
— their yearning and agonised convulsion after mercy and happiness, and also 
the arrangement of judicial equity, by which their agonised and convulsive 
yearning is rendered useless, their doom being irrevocably fixed. And truly 
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brethren, there are few representations more grai>hic of what is the state and 
what are the desires of those who find, wlieii too late, tJie portals of the iiian- 
sions of happiness closed against them, wlule behind and around and above 
them are gathering the tremendous elements of the last tempest ; when there 
is the consciousness that they have no refuge imd no shelter against tlie 
storm, but are houseless and homeless. Aitd I might perhaps iuiagiue the 
case of some one now in the presence of God, who having resisted countless 
mercies and opportunities, shall at last (which may God in infinite mercy 
I^revent) die without personal religion, and be found standing l>ei‘ore the 
closed door knocking and knocking again for admittance. And wliat may be 
the plea ? * Lord, open to me : I was the child of iJious and devoted parents ; 

my earliest accents were tauglit to lisp Thy name in i)raise and prayer j 1 was 
nurtured amid scenes of i)iety and devotion ; I sat under a faithful minister ; 

I was the subject of strong impressions — constdence, providence, retribution, 
all pleading ; 1 engaged in Thy cause ; I numbered myself with Thy i)eople ; 

I was found at Thy table, and if 1 have wanted one thing, 1 have had many 
things besides.’ Shall they avail ? A strange and an insane i)lea indeed — to 
present the memory only of abused advantages, in the presence of One who 
hath Himself pronounced, that “ to whom men have committed much, oi them 
they will ask the more.”,, And the reply will be — “ 1 know you not wlieiice ye 
are.” And when the urgency becomes yet more eager, the Judge most sternly 
answers — “ 1 know you not ; depart from Me.” And it is loo /ok:! Angelic 
si)i]‘its sing — “ It h too laler Itedeemed souls, (aiidpcrhai>s the parent’s voice 
is heard mingling with them,) repeat — “ It Is too late kdonds, advancing 
to grasp their victim, in fell triumph shout — “ It is loo lata /” And the 
soul, sinking down into the darkness of the abyss, is heard reverberating in 
torment — “ It is too late T Blessed be God, it is not “ too late'" now. 

4. Once more, the Saviour states, that those who die Muthoiit personal relL 
gion are consigned to an habitation ofjiositive, supreme, and enduring misery. 

“ There shall be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.” And if, iny 
brethren, we might be permitted to dwell for a few moments upon the nature 
of the misery which shall be the lot of all those who die without personal reli- 
gion, wo would observe, that it will consist in such elements as these. 

In the first i)lacc, it will cousist in remorse and self-reproacii, on account of 
the loss of licaveii. Tlie Saviour says : “ There shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, ajid all the pro- 
I)het8, in the kingdom of God. and you yourselves tlirust out.” As though tlie 
lost were plii(*ed in some position where they can see souls entering into 
glory, while they thomsdves are abandoned to eternal misery and wretchedness, 
in the consciousness of their hopeless exclusion, — beholding heajgen, and feeling 
hell. And what remorse will there be in the knowledge, that that exclu- 
sion and that privation has been caused by themselves ! My brethren, it 
is so. Tlicy who are lost dare not ‘plead that any decree or purpose of God 
has been the cause of their iKTdition ; they dare not tirge any want of cajiacity 
or of power ; they know well that that jicrdition has been gained by them- 
selves. They have been self-murderers I They have committed the worst of 
all suicides— a suicide upon their souls. And what agony will be cxjiericnced, 
in the consciousness of tills ! 

Again : it will consist in the eptire abandonment of the s(ml to corruption ^ 
and iniquity : “ Depart from Me, all ye that work iniquity.” And this will 
itself be a source of agony and of woe. Each miholy passion striking into 
the soul with more than scorpion sting ! 

Again : it will consist also in the conijianionship of other lost beings : — fidlen 
fiends of darkness j the spirits of the human family who themselves liave only 
pcTdition for their portion -, “ idolaters, a horc mongers, adulterers, and who- 
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soever lovetli and makcth a lie all hateful and unholy — ^all “ tormented and 
tormenting one another.” 

And then again ; it will consist also in the consciousness that this torment 
is unchanging and for ever. Brethren, in spite of modern speculation and 
infidelity in this respect, it is distinctly affirmed by our Lord himself, that the 
agony oi the lost is as enduring as the happiness of the saved : “ These 
sliall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal.” 
“ The worm that dieth not” is for ever ! “ The fire that is not quenched” is 
for ever! “ The blackness of darkness” is for ever ! “ The smoke of torment” 
is for ever! And it is a fearful truth, that the immortality of torment is just ; 
and those who suflTer know that He is righteous who hath judged thus I Oh ! 
ponder upon the end I Oh ! think whether any of you that are listening to 
the truth to-night can wilfully pass on to an eternity of woe, which you might 
avoid ; a state into which, if you enter, you may look around and ask — 
‘ What ! this darkness for ever ? this anguish for ever ? this loss for ever V 
— and a thousand echoes, like a thousand demons starting from their cells, shall 
reverberate — “ For ever /” 

Thus it is, “ when once the Master of the house is risen up, and hath shut 
to the door.” ^ 

And now, my brethren, the argument of the Saviour is before you ; and let 
me ask you, with impassioned earnestness, that you will view it as it stands. 
He has informed you of your obligations to devote yourselves to His service, 
in the Gospel which He has given you for a rule of faith and obedience ; and 
as a reason why religion is to be regarded as your portion, He tells you that 
the present life is the only season for securing it — the duration of that season 
being brief and precarious ; He tells you that those who die without personal 
religion are excluded from the enjoyment of happiness in His presence ; He 
tells you that they make detemined efforts and employ vehement entreaties to 
obtain salvation, which are absolutely unavailing ; and He tells you that they 
are consigned to the endurance of supreme and eternal misery. Ho any of you 
find a flaw in the case ? Do any of you discover a defect in the argument ? 
Is it not decisive ? Is it not conclusive ? If you admit the authority of the 
Bible, it is complete. And what remains, then, but a right provision, as the 
Gospel has demanded, for the time “ when once the Master of the house is 
risen up, and hath shut to the door.” 

I might, my brethren, congratulate* sincerely those, constituting perhaps a 
large proportion of this auditory, who have already by Divine grace devoted 
themselves to Christ, and received the blessings of the house of mercy. You 
have been tur||pd “ from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God your “ iniquities are forgiven” — your “ sins are covered ;” you have 
sat down with the Saviour to the banquet of His love ; you have tasted of the 
viands He has prepared, and have found them the first fruits and the pledges 
of immortality ; and you are waiting for a little season, till the owner of the 
palace shall open wide the folding doors of the inner and more glorious sanc- 
tuary, and conduct you to the vast congregation of the blessed, who are 
engaged in His praises and in the possession of unspeakable happiness there. 
Brethren, how high are you privileged ; and with what eagerness and anxiety 
ought you to address yourselves to those who are yet without desiring for 
themselves that your reconciliation may be theirs, that your adoption into the 
Divine family may be theirs, that your protection may be theirs, that your 
triumph over death and Satan may be theirs, that your immortality and 
glory in heaven may bo theirs ! You will not, my Christian friends, 
grudge a service which has been designed especially for the advantage of those 
who arc as yet strangers to the Master’s house. Does the pious parent 
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grudge it in behalf of his child ? or the pious husband in behalf of his 
partner? or the pious child in behalf of his parent? ^Is there one who 
does not in spirit ask the preacher to plead with them still, and to 
endeavour, in the strength of his Master, not to let one depart from the house 
of prayer to-night, without having resolved to enter upon a life of genuine 
religion, and henceforth to ** know nothing among men, save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified ?” And if this should be the result, it will have been the accom- 
plishment of one of the highest and grandest objects of missionary enterprise 
ever presented to mankind. 

My fellow-sinners, then, one word in conclusion, still with you. Your 
opportunities neglected have been many ; your hearts, in not a few instances, 
have been indurated by the deceitfulness of sin, and the process of hardening 
is going onwards with increased acceleration now. Health is flying — death is 
advancing — eternity, with its high and awful vastness, is close at hand. The 
future, which once appeared wide open, has its entrance narrow ; it is gradu- 
ally closing, and soon the door will be shut. **JVbw is the accepted time ; /Aw 
is the day of salvation.” “ To-day if you will hear His voice harden not your 
hearts.” “ To-day i lest any of you should be hardened through the dcceit- 
f Illness of sin.” “ To-day ; lest He swarc in pis wrath, that ye shall not enter 
into His rest.” We have no commission for to-morrow ; the language of the 
Gospel all belongs to to-day. The universe asks you to come and enter ; all 
intelligent nature around you appears vocal in the summons, that you will 
come ; God the Father, God the Spirit, God the Son, the triune and eternal 
Jehovah, invite you to come ; the holy angels, that have kept their first estate, 
and are ministers to the heirs of salvation, invite you to come ; “ the spirits 
of just men made perfect” invite you to come ; the church on earth, yet 
enduring its trials and yet rejoicing in the privileges of the present and the 
prospects for the future, invite you to come ; and it seems as if there were a 
deep, hollow, muffled sound, rising up from the abode where beings are lost in 
torment, urging and entreating you to come. Who is it that will venture to 
refuse ? “ Who will dwel®with the devouring fire ? who will dwell with the 

everlasting burnings ?” My fellow-sinners, answer 1,hat question to your 
consciences in retirement, as you shall answer it when you stand before an 
avenging and a judging God, But remember our last warning, that now you 
prepare, in the spirit of rex)entance and of faith, for tliat time “ when the 
Master of the house shall rise up and shut to the door.” 

May none among you be excluded then ! 



NOTES OF LECTURES 


ON 

PROPERTY AND PAUPERISM. 

DELIVKUED IN THE UNfVEUSlTl" OP EDlNULTltG II, 
BY TUB 

REV. THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D, 


LECTURE VI. 

It would bo an evil;df ono wrong pieco of legislation should be attempted to 
be neutralised by another, instead of being done away with. Thus it is stunc- 
times gravely proposed, that cottages should not be built, or tliat children should 
not bo supported by the parish, if thd* parepts be under a certain age. Attempts 
are made to regulate I*auporism 5 but it should not bo regulated^ but destroyed. 
It is only an attempt to bring about a compensation of errors, which had better 
be swept away altogether. The tree that, if left to itself, would have grown 
upright, may, by a pressure on one side, have been forced to riso obliquidy ; 
and this may be counteracted by a pressure on the opposite side j but it would 
be bettor that there should be no pressure at all. Leave it to Nature, who 
balances aright between the proneness to marriage, and tlie prudence that delays 
it ; and no doubt, if it were so left, the average date would ha postponed. A 
legal provision speeds on and multiplies mamages ; and without it they would 
not be so numerous or so early. Still there would be the occasional outbreak- 
ings of folly ; but the average date of marriage would be delayed. 'J^he altera- 
tion would not extinguish profligacy ; but it would check it. There would bo 
some fewer workmen ; and this would be enough to cause much higher wages. 

Wo are not so unwise as to advocate tho instant abolition of tlie present sys- 
tem. A few trial parishes would set the matter at rest. The present “ rounds- 
men’* should bo treated as olil cases ; and only new applicants made to wait, till 
regular openings should bo presented. If each labourer were left to the conse- 
quences of his own imprudence, the amount of imprudence would be diminished ; 
and if only a few marriages were suspended, and a few criminalities refrained 
from, tho market for labour would be less loaded, and wages would be raised. 
There are many modes of smoothing the way to such a change in country pa- 
rishes. Sometimes a gentleman has taken into his service all the supernume - 
raries.for months. All tho pay might be turned into wages. New cases, coming 
on gradually, might be provided for in the same way. But, the right to relief 
being abolished, imprudences would be felt by families as a misfortune ; a liigher 
tone of virtue would spring up ; and labourers would soon attain greater com- 
fort, because their number would be less. 

It is important to distinguish between a virtue of principle and a virtue of 
necessity; the former being gradual and the latter immediate in its application. 
The provision for illegitimate children seems to amount to a tenth part of all 
the Poor’s Rates. In Marylebone parish, London, it exceeds 1:3,000 a-yoar. 
There are instances of women living in competence upon parish allowances for 
their illegitimate children. This leads the family to which such a woman 
belongs to wink at prostitution. 

Emigration has been likened to a safety-valve ; but tho operation of a safety- 
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valve implies pressure from within, and the cm/ process will always balance 
the relieving one ; for the distress of labourers must be .groat indeed, ere it over- 
comes their love of homo, and loads them to i*4‘n<mnco it for ever. Beside, the 
I'nor Laws counteract Emigration ; but if they were abolished, it would be a 
good way for clearing the country of surplus labourers ; as wo could send away 
any who might complain of want of employment. In most oases, the offer to 
provide for them by emigration, would not bo accepted : hence the plan would 
not be expensive to government. 

When T resided in GlasgOAv, there was an Emigration Society tlier<‘, consist- 
ing of three or four hundred members. A deputation came to request my 
influence with government, in order to facilitate their views. I told Ihcni to 
look out those of their number who belonged to my parish. For th(^se, amotmt- 
ing to nine, I preached a sermon and made a collection ; but, when the matter 
came to look so serious, one and all refused to go.* 

If the stimulus to population be kept up, the country will always bo like a 
vessel running over : it would bo much better to keep the population below the 
margin. This object might be much promoted, if the pec^lo wore brought into 
a habit of saving, by a parish Savings-Bank ; but this is now prevented by the 
law of Pauperism. Tliere is not one moral interest which this law does not 
oppose ! We know of one person who* was refused relief, because he was able 
to send his children to school. The days have been, in Scotland, when it was 
customary, during a virtuous attachment of years, fc«* the parties to fill up the 
interval with those frugalities and labours, by which they made provision for 
their future household. I remember something of this, which they called “pro- 
viding.” I r(\gr<*t the direction it took — that of amassing a prodigious quantity 
of linen ; but still the principal thing was gained — a few years' delay. I like 
to see a comfortable farm-house, provided with a clock and a small library ; 
but the Poor Laws prevent all this. Without the co-operation of their own virtu- 
ous endeavours, there is no p<^ssible way of doing good to the lower classes, 
and of elevating them to a higher place than that which they now occupy ; but 
there is a patent way by which they may themselves attain that object ; since 
they have an absolute command of the supply of labour. Such a nation as wo 
wish to sec, cannot be bom in a day f ; but in a day we might begin the approxi- 
mation to it. Every new school, J — every deposit in a Savings-Bank, is an 

* A whole Chapter (the Thirteenth) on the subject of Emiga*ation, which is but slightly 
adverted to here, will he found in the First Volume of Dr. Chalmers’s “ Political Economy 
in connexion with the Moral State and Moral Prospects of Society” (forming Volume 19 of 
his works) Pago 380. 

t Shall the earth be made to bi'ing forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at 
once ?” (Isaiah Ixvi. 8.) 

t Dr. Chalmers has treated, at large, on “ Sabbath Schools,” In the First Volume of his 
“ Christian and Civic Economy of Large Towns,” Chapter 8, Pago 305. See Volume 14 of 
his Works (Christian and Economic Polity of a Nation,” Volume 1), Pago 304. For his 
opinion on “ Mechanic Schools,” sec the Third Volume of his “ Christian and Civic Eco- 
nomy,” Chapter 24, Pago 378 ; or his " Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 3 (forming 
Volume IG of his Works), Page 104. Ho had previously devoted to this subject a separate 
pamphlet, entitled—*' Considerations on the System of Parochial Schools In Scotland ; and 
on the advantage of establishing thonl in Large Towns.” This pamphlet was incorporated 
in his “ Speeches and Tracts and was republished in Volume 12 of his Works (” Tracts 
and Essays on Religious and Economical Subjects”>, Page 191. This little publication Jed 
to the ** erection and partial endowment of four schools and school-houses ; and a good 
education is now given to upwards of six hundred children.” Popular Education was one 
of the last subjects which occupied both the pen and the personal exertions of the venerable 
Lecturer. See his ** Churches and Schools for the Working Classes.” It was an “ Address 
on the practicability of providing Moral and Religious Education for the Working Popula- 
tion of Large Towns ; as illustrated by the success which has attended the operations car- 
ri«^ on in the West Port of Edinburgh. Delivered December 27, 184.5.” 
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approximation towards it. Pauperism is a grievous obstruction in its way j 
and, if not removed, will seal the population in irrecoverable degradation ! 

There is one effect of capital in the hands of the lower classes that is quite 
obvious. It is a barrier between them and that urgent necessity, which gives 
such an advantage to masters, in the question of wages. A man on the point 
of starving will take any remuneration that may be offered. This overloads 
the market with commodities ; and by the very poverty of the people their 
misery is pexpetuated. But if they were to refrain from working, the excess 
of commodities would be cleared off; and, there being no production, wages 
would rise. Capital is like a fly-wheel in machinery, — ^preventing jolts. A 
brisker demand would bring a bettor remuneration. The whole platform of 
humble life would take a higher level ; and every man who felt aright would 
triumph in the spectacle of a hale and well-conditioned peasantry ! 

“ l^ere cannot be conceived a more cruel dilemma for the poor operative, 
than that, in eking out a subsistence for his family, ho should thus overwork 
himself; and, by that miserable effort, should only strengthen the barrier that 
lies in the way of his final deliverance ; — that, for the relief of the present 
urgencies of Nature, he should be compelled to put forth more than the strength 
of Nature ; and yet find, as direct result of his exertion, a lengthening out 
of the period of his distress ; — that^the j^cessity should thus be laid upon him 
of what may be called a self-destroying process ; — ^accumulating, as he does, 
with his own hand, the materials of his own wretchedness ; and so annoying 
and overwhelming the Earth with the multitude of his commodities, that she 
looks upon his offerings as an offence, rather than an obligation, and refuses to 
sustain him.’** 

We dislike the interference of a clergyman with the secular concerns of a 
parish ; but we should like him to establish a Savings-Bank, though not to 
interfere witli its management, except by his coimtonance and recommendation. 
By going among his parishioners he would raise their character and comfort ; 
but, if implicated in the management of compulsory Pauperism, the minister 
becomes completely secularised. In Glasgow, I spent four years under the old 
system, and then four years under the new ; and during the latter I was able to 
give my whole time to spiritual afibirs.t A clergyman near Edinburgh told 
me, that attention to the poor absorbed two-thirds of his time. 

* $*rom tho “ Kdinburgh Review” for May, 1820 (No. 6(5), Vo^me 33, Page 388 ; or 
Dr. Chalmers’s Works, Volume 20 (“ Political Economy,” Volume 2), Page 381. 

f See Dr. Chalmers’s '* Statement in regard* to the Pauperism of Glasgow, from the 
experience of the last Eight Years.” This pamphlet, originally published in 182.3, is now 
included in Volume 16 of the Author’s Works (** Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 3), 
Page 216. s 



MESSIAH, THE TRINCE OF FEACE. 


B german, 

BY THE 

IION. AND REV. BAPTIST W. NOEL, M.A. 

1‘UEACHKD JN ST. JOHN’S CHAPEL, BEDFOUB HOW, 

ON SUNEAY EVENING, JULY 11 , 1847 . 


“ jffis name s/uill be called The Prince o/‘ jPcace.”-r-Isaiah ix. 6. 

The meaning of this expression is made plain and certain by the words 
which immediately follow : “ Of the increasH of His government and peace 
there shall be no end.” He shall baji prince ; He shall establlBh peace on the 
earth. “ His name shall be called The Prince of peace.” 

But when we receive this prediction of our liord, and reflect upon it, we are 
met with some contradictions to it, which are both apparent and most eflectual. 
Our Lord, when He was upon earth, declared on the contrary — “ I came not to 
send peace on earth, but a sword.” Accordingly, He further told His disci- 
ples that they must expect to be “ hated of all men,” and to be “ hated of all 
nations.” He warned them, that the feuds that should arise through His doc- 
trine, would poison the peace of families ; ** the brother should deliver up the 
brother to death, and the father the child.” He warned them, that there should 
be public persecution as well as private, and that they should be dragged before 
governors and kings for His sake, and scourged in public. We were further 
informed by His inspired apostle, that this persecution would not be confined 
to those, that were avowedly the enemies of Christ. He forewarned His dis- 
ciples before the canon of Scripture was closed, that there would be a commu- 
nity, of which we read in the seventeenth chapter of the Apocalypse, that 
should be “ drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus.” This woman was some “ great city,” answering to Baby- 
lon, the great enemy of God’s in older times. It was a community 

which was reigning over the kings of the earth. It was a oommunity that was 
not Pagan, for then it would have^been dftcribed as a savage beast, like the 
X>er8ecuting heathen emperors which Dani^ saw in vision, but this was a harlot 
community, that professed to belong to Christ, but was faithless to Christ ; 
and therefore some fallen church of Christ Would reign, a great city, over the 
kings of the earth : which could be none but Borne, that came in process of 
time so far to forget all allegiance to Christ, as to become “ drunken with the 
blood of the saints, and the blood of the inartyrs of Jesus.” Universal war, then, 
rather than peace, seemed to be predicted as the result of the doctrine of 
Christ. 

And have not facts, up to this day, answered to these predictions ? Ten 
Imperial persecutions, extended over the most civilised parts of the world, 
threatened through three oeututies the extermination of the church of Christ : 
in which every atrocity was committed, and the barbarous in|^nuity of man 
taxed to the utmost extent to devise new torments to make the servants of 
Jesus Clirist suiter. And when heathenism was subdued by the power of the 
Gospel, and ceased to reign, it was only that this other prediction might be 

THE PULMT, VOL. 52. — MO. 1,369. — AUGUST 20, 1847. I' 



142 


MESSIAH, TUB PRINCE OF PEACE. 


accomplished fearfully in the earth; so that the saints of Jesus Christ became 
His martyrs throughout Europe. Papal Home succeeded to the enmity of 
P^an Home: in the Yallies of Piedmont, and along the plains of France, and 
throughout the Low Countries, and in England also, as well as, in the time of 
the Reformation, throughout Italy and Spain, everywhere accomplishing what 
Christ by His apostle had predicted, and bringing myriads and hundreds of 
thousands of the saints of Jesus to public martyrdom ; massacring without 
mercy the feeblest and the strongest, young and old, and threatening the ^ter- 
mination of the church of Christ. And this led to still more extensive offerings 
to the sanguinary dispositions of man ; great and long protracted wars follow- 
ing these massacres. Witness the wars of the Hussites in Bohemia, the wars 
of the Huguenots in France, to mention npp^er civil commotions, to which 
the doctrine of Christ has seemed to lead. And then, when the sword was 
sheathed, and nation was not imbruing its hands in the blood of other nations 
for the sake of theology, even then the different churches of Christ raged in 
enmity one towards the other : factions that have not ceased to this day, so 
that the governments of the world find questions of theology and eccle- 
siastical rivaliy still mingling with the counsels of senates, and embarassing all 
their decisions. Is this the peace which Christ came to produce ? In what 
sense is He “ the Prince of peaidl ?** 

These evils that have arisen from the doctrine of Christ, and which perhaps 
have made that doctrine occasion more bloodshed than any single cause that 
has afflicted mankind, do not in the least degree detract from the glory of this 
great Monarch, this adorable Saviour, who after all establishes beyond all 
question at once, to the minds of all who believe on Him, His claim to be “ the 
Prince of peace” throughout the universe. If the servants of Jesus Christ 
were sent forth by Him as sheep among wolves, and the wolves have tom the 
sheep in every land, it is not the fault of the sheep that these raging persecu- 
tions have taken place. If He has sent forth His disciples to love one another, 
and to love all mankind, it is not the fault of Him, nor His doctrine, nor His 
people, if apostates from His faith have chosen to carry His abused name upon 
their foreheads, and under that name to persecute with a violence which would 
have stamped infamy even upon heathenism, those who loved Him and served 
Him the best in the earth. And if those who have even followed Him with 
honesty of purpose, have yet been so ill instructed in His declared will, or have 
sinfully giveii way to the weakness of their tempers, so that those have 
quarrelled for ages, who by His express authority ought to have been one in 
Him, it is not to be ascribed to His doctrine, but to their faults. And all this 
evil, great as it unquestionably is, and though it has fed the mirth of the infidel 
age after age, is tr^itory still, pre^ratory still ; and still does the strong and 
stedfast faith of His people carry f^ward their thoughts to that day, when 
transient evil will only end in lasting good, and when, after all impediments 
have been swept away. He will still reign everywhere and always as “ the 
Prince-of peace.” 

Think only how He has laid the foundations of the peace, of which it is here 
said He should be the Author ; for this name “ Prince of peace” evidently 
implies that He should be the Prince causing peace, through whose govern- 
ment thm should be universal peace. Each of the great offices that He has 
come to fulfil, sttoures this universal peace. As the Prophet of His church, the 
Counselor of* the human race. His doctrine has everywhere guided men into 
the way of peace '^th God, and imposed upon them the obligation of living in 
peace with one another. As the great High Priest of His church, His atoning 
sacrifice has sequred peace with our ofibnded God. And then, as the King of 
His church, who reigns by His Spirit and by His providence over all things 
for ever, does He communicate the peace which He has procured, and which 
He has commanded them to attain, graciously ordering all events towards the 
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ultimate and complete establishment of peace in the world. As Prophet, Priest, 
and King, as King because also Prophet and Priest, Ho can be — He is— -the 
ever-living “ Prince of peace.” 

Now let us this evening glance at the peace, which Christ is producing, and 
will produce in the earth. Every one of His disciples here must in the review, 
however cursory, feel his heart thankfully lifted up to God for this great 
blessing, and must rejoice in our Lord and King, because He is universally 
“ the Prince of peace.” 

Our first great need is to have peace with God. Because we are at enmity 
with God, God is angry with us, and we are “ by nature the children of 
wrath” even as the rest of mankind ; and if we had been left in our lamentable 
condition, we should have been orily^enated from God with increasing intensity 
for ever, while we expected throughout eternity nothing but “ the wrath to 
come.” But Christ “ is our peace.” God has been “ in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself so that He is angry with penitent believers no more. 
Christ has rendered the Divine Being Just in justifying him that believetli ; 
and “ being justified by faith, we have peace with God.** So that those who 
come to God through Christ, may feel assured “ by the nature of tlie work 
which Christ has accomplished, by the attributes of God which they know, 
and by His own certain promises, that His wrath is removed, that He has 
accepted them as His adopted children, and will love them for ever. And 
therefore Christians may have peace. The wrath is removed, and the aliena- 
tion gone, and we maj'* now have peace — ^perfect peace — resting simply on the 
work of Christ and the promise of God. Nothing is wanting but faith, nothing 
but just to believe the work of Christ and the promise of God j so that if 
any Christian in this congregation has not a deep, settled, and in this view at 
least a perfect peace, it is to be ascribed exclusively to unbelief. There is 
nothing else to cause it. The work of Christ is complete ; the promise of God 
is certain ; every hell-doomed sinner is welcome to eternal life, tlie favour and 
blessing of God, for nothing in himself, if he only believe the work of Christ, 
the promise of God, and come to Him through Christ for the mercy He pro- 
mises ; and nothing but unbelief may hinder the most complete and lasting 
peace to take possession of our souls. He is therefore in this sense “ the 
Prince of peace.” 

And that peace with God directly leads to universal jxjace diffused through 
the souls of His people. So that they are filled with “ joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost so that the kingdom of God witJiin 
them “ is not meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost.” Why should a Christian, thus pardoned and at peace with 
God, not have universal peace ? lie can look to the provident of God as 
ordering all events for his welfare ; everything must work together for his 
good ; why should he not be at peace ? His passions are subdued ; he has no 
more envy and jealousy, but he is content a&d humble ; interoperate, riotous 
passions are exchanged for temperance and purity ; he has no unjust aims 
to secure, no wicked objects to pursue ; why should he not be at peace ? He 
has been forgiven by God ; why should he not forgive all the world ? And 
when these truths are brought to the Christian’s soul by the Holy Spirit, and 
he reflects upon these truths as recorded in God’s Word in seriousness of mind, 
the mind being solemnized and sanctified by the Holy Ghost, then this univer- 
sal peace takes possession of his soul; and being at peace with God, he is at 
peace with himself, and he is at peace with all the world. He has nothing to 
change, nothing to alter in the Divine law — in the Divine appointments ; 
pleased with his duty, satisfied with his prospects, thankful for the society to 
which he is introduce, looking forward with joy to a blessed inheritance ; and 
therefore he is at peace. 

And ns thus peace becomes the possession of each individual believer, who 
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lays hold of the promises oE God made to him in Christ, so does this blessed 
Kedeemer, “ the Prince of peace,” give peace to every Christian family. It is 
true, that there is war at first ; the father delivered up the son to death, and 
the son the father ; but that war is momentary ; for each Christian, at the same 
time that he is brought to peace, is brought to gentleness and firmness, and 
there are no two things more calculated to restore peace in a family, iilach 
Christian, when he receives Christ, becomes a far more amiable member of 
the circle in which he lives. He can now be disinterested, who was before 
selfish ; he can now give up his will, who was before self-willed ; he can now 
patiently bear with little slights, who^was before impatient under them. He 
who before perhaps was unjust in his conduct to those with whom he was 
Jissociated, and still more frequently inconsiderate to their feelings, has 
exchanged both those faults for the opposite virtues ; and being meek, humble, 
gentle, and affectionate, therefore, he at least is not at war with his household. 
And if a Christian is placed among those who abhor the Gospel most, those 
who liave the least moderation in their enmity, still you have often seen, and 
will often see yet, that those who are consistent disciples of Christ, by these 
two qualities, (to mention no others,) their firmness and their gentleness — 
both of which grace imparts— ^do very frequently secure peace even to the 
unconverted members of their families. Por what is the use of contention witli 
him, who is like a rock ? and how can those who are fierce in their thoughts, 
find it in their heart to quarrel with these, who have the gentleness of a lamb ? 
When these two dispositions are united, so that the Christian cannot be moved 
from duty, and yet in this has neither self-will nor passion, then does it often 
happen, that when this is perceived even by the irreligious members of tlie 
family in which a Cliristian may live, they at last learn to esteem and respect 
those, whose religion they may not love. 

But when the grace of God reaches not one member of a household, or two, 
hut reaches heart after heart, and when the whole family become fellow-tra- 
vellers towards an eternal home, then the peace of that family becomes deep 
and blessed indeed. When each member of it has those Christian dispositions, 
which both are calculated to win affection and to deserve esteem ; when all 
are loving, and therefore all are loved ; when they have the same great truths 
to rest upon, the same prospect to cheer them, the same Lord to serve, and 
for the most part the same tasks likewise to occupy their attention ; united 
thus in those bonds which natural friendship never could equal, and all natu- 
ral affection being enhanced, elevated, and confirmed by the brotherly love 
which the Gospel alone can produce, a Christian family becomes a circle of 
such peace as the world does not elsewhere manifest. 

The Christian congregation is but the larger family ; and if you look at the 
language of the New Testament, or if you consider the character of' the Gospel, 
you must see that the Christian church must, no less than the Christian 
family, become the abode of deep «nd settled peace. And though there is some 
abatement to be made, from the infirmities of Christ’s, own followers, and 
there may be for the moment, or partially, such dissensions as the unavoidable 
infirmities of human nature will still produce, yet if you remember the exam- 
ple of the church at Jerusalem, on which the Holy Spirit was poured out, and 
which was made the very type and pattern of each church in after days, you 
must see at onw, that where much grace and much light are bestowed upon 
a people by the Giver of all good, that people must be united in brotherly love ; 
so that the apostle could say to another church, besides that at Jerus^em — 
“ As touching brotherly love, ye need not that I write unto you ; for ye your- 
selves are taught of God to love one another.” It was not the regulation only 
that he had given, which obliged them to be mutually benevolent ; but the 
grace that had been imparted, compelled them to be so, and the members of 
that church at Thessalonica loved one another for the sake of Christ, .as the 
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members of each Christian church, who are under the teacliing of God and 
are walking in His ways, must similarly love one another. 

But although the ties that bind each Christian member of a church to all 
other members of it, must naturally have an earlier influence than the obliga- 
tions resting on each Christian to love strangers for Christ's sake ; yet the 
language of the New Testament, and the generous and universal character of 
the Gospel of Christ, render it certain that the relationship of churches to one 
another must be of the same kind, as the relationship of the different members 
of a church to each other. For Christians are never commanded in the say- 
ings, never led by the example and ai|(^ority of Christ, nor by the nature of 
the case, to restrict their benevolence to the members of the same congregation. 
All the brethren have a title to the love of all, as far as they know each other. 
It is the very character of renewed minds, that they are taught of God to love 
one another. “ We know that we have passed from death unto life,” says the 
apostle, “ because we love the brethren and all tliose who are members of 
Christ, in whatever church they are found, must be dear to those who know 
Christ and who are aware that He has an equal love to all His disciples, and 
is preiiaring to place them all in the kingdom of His glory. If therefore divi- 
sions have taken place in the churches of Christ, and still rage unhappily to 
this day, there is no foundation for that schism in the Scriptures. It is true, 
the unavoidable infirmities of our understanding A) secure differences of opi- 
nion ; it is true, that differences of opinion may lead to corresponding differ- 
ences of discipline and of worship ; it is true, that various congregations of 
Christ’s followers may therefore have differences both in doctrine and in dis- 
cipline ; but just as the necessities of the case cause that each Christian con- 
gregation shall meet by itself, and yet there is no schism in the body of Christ 
because various congregations meet under different roofs and in different loca- 
lities, so if they knew their duty to one another, would it make no difference 
in this matter, that those who are honestly serving the same Lord, heartily 
embracing the same great truths, living in obedience to the same great laws, 
upholding the same Gospel in the world, and looking to the same glorious 
home, worship in dilferent forms and are called by different names, but they 
would bo as united as those who admit the same form of discipline, but arc 
worshipping in different con^egations. It is not the theology of the Gospel, 
which has occasioned factions in the church of Christ, but the evil tempers of 
half-instructed and imperfectly sanctified followers of Christ, mingling often 
with those that are only His followers in name ; and when differences of doc- 
trine become, as unhappily they often do, blended with pecuniary and tempo- 
rary interests, then these things finder the mask of religion give an acerbity 
to contentions between different professing Christians, which the doctrine of 
Christ alone never would have occasioned. But at the samentime it is appa- 
rent, that if contrary to Christ’s. plain commands, contrary to the remarkable 
doctrine of the fourteenth chapter of the Bomans, for instance, or the twelfth 
chapter of the first epistle to the (Dorinthians, ChristianB have manifested, in 
the different churches which “ hold the head” and are not apostate, such cri- 
minal factions one against the other, still the tendency of the Gospel is to 
make all who love the Xiord Jesus Christ love one another, and therefore to 
make all the different churches which are composed of members of Christ, 
who love Him and who love one another, increasingly tolerate each other’s 
infirmities, and bear with those diflTerences both in doctrine and discipline, 
which arise from the infirmity of the und^standing. And lastly, when this 
spirit of benevolence is enthroned as it should be, in the hearts of Christ’s dis- 
ciples, there is a manifest and rapid approach to uniformity in doctrine and 
in discipline, inasmuch if many of these discrepancies have not arisen solely 
from the infirmity of the understanding, bat have continually in this infirm 
world been mingled with tiic temporal interests and passions of men ; and 
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thus the difibrcDces betw-ecn churches tend to tlieir conclusion, no less than 
the war in families, and Christ will yet be the Prince of peace, as reigning over 
one universal household, of which the members are at peace with one another. 

Again : each church lives in the midst of a society much larger than the 
church, many of whom may bear the name of Christians, or may be without 
that name — it matters but little — a much larger society of those that do not 
take the yoke of Christ, who do not believe His Gosx)€l, who do not obey His 
laws or live to honour His name. These, as we have seen, have many times 
persecuted with intense enmity a society so exclusive, a society that appears 
to them so proud and domineering, as^^e disciples of Christ, who arrogate to 
themselves the exclusive possession of triith, and the favour of God exclusively. 
But even in this society the doctrine of Jesus Christ tends to secure peace. 
It tends just as far as the doctrines of the Gospel prevail — ^further than they 
prevail to the conversion of sinners, to produce such dispositions in the society 
where the Gospel of Christ is recognised and circulated, and is loved by many, 
as greatly tend to the peace of that community. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
' commands all men to be just, and benevolent, and generous. The Gospel of 
Christ teaches the rich to be beneficent, and liberal, and charitable to the poor. 
The Gospel of Christ teaches the poor to be industrious and thrifty, to be 
careful and provident, to be contented, and to sympathise with rather than 
envy the superior prosperity of the richer classes. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ teaches rulers to avoid all oppression, and seek the greatest good of 
those who are under their dominion ; and the Gospel of Jesus Christ compels 
His servants to be lovers of order, loyal to their sovereign, and to wish well 
to the universal prosperity of their coimtry. And it is quite obvious, that 
these maxims, as far as they prevail, must tend to the universal peace of any 
society in which they circulate. So that it appears to me perfectly demon- 
strable, that all the sources of prosperity and peace, which can be justly rea- 
soned out even by the enemies of Christ, which can be with any sound sense 
imagined to secure the temporal prosperity, order and peace of States, are 
found in a much higher degree in the doctrine and laws of Christ, than any- 
where else ; and no man who loves his country, or who wishes to see his 
countrymen happy, from the prince on the throne to the lowest peasant, 
could take a straighter and more certain road to accomplish that universal 
peace, than by heartily embracing and diligently promulgating the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

And since this is the tendency in each great society, in each nation in 
which the churches of Christ are scattered here and there, and the children 
of God are ** strangers scattered abroad,” as the apostle calls them, so the 
manifest progx^s of the Gospel is to secure a general peace to the disciples of 
Christ, to the Aurches of Christ, in the midst of this evil world. They have 
been hated, maligned, and dishonoured, persecuted and martyred; it has 
happened in many lands and through many ages ; and yet the decisive ten- 
dency of the history of mankind is to secure the churches of Christ amidst 
the ungodly population of the earth in perfect peace. God has promised it to 
His people. He has said to His own church, in the fifty-fourth chapter of 
Isaiah — Great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt 
thou be established : thou shalt be far from oppression ; fpr thou shalt not 
fear : and from terror ; for it shall not come near thee. Behold, they shall surely 
gather together, but not by Me : whosoever shall gather together against thee 
shall fall for thy sake. No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper ; 
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt con- 
demn.” Now we see in the course of events the progress of the fulfilment 
of this promise. The church of Christ has sufifere^ grievous wrong ; perse- 
cution has been the lot of the most devoted disciples of Christ many times ; 
but not only in England and in America — two countries in which the Gospel 
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has large circulation, and is recognised by myriads — but likewise in Roman 
Catholic lands, the progress of the light that the Qospel has thrown on the 
various institutions of society, on the laws of government, has been to secure 
this peace already to the churches of Christ. In Belgium and in France, for 
instance, at this moment, under Roman Catholic governments, where there is 
a Roman Catholic majority, the minority of evangelical Christians are 
exposed to few other vexations than those which an unbelieving majority 
must always have in its power to inflict upon the t>elievmg minority : but the 
laws protect them, the laws give them a degree of liberty, such as in the past 
histories of these countries they neve^l^enjoyed ; and that, by the force of 
those just doctrines thrown upon society, forced upon the understandings of 
men by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And what we see there, we can likewise 
see to be the tendency elsewhere too ; leading us to the conclusion, that this 
prediction of the universal peace of the churches of Christ from all persecu- 
tions in the world, may have its accomplishment even before long. 

But Christ, our blessed Lord, does evidently by establishing peace in each 
bosom of His people, peace in each family of His disciples, peace in each con- 
gregation of His saints, and peace in oil His churches, lead directly to the 
establishment of international peace throughout the world. Each Christian 
congregation is made up of Christian families, and is like them ; each Chris- 
tian nation will be — for there is no Christian nation yet — made up of Chris- 
tian congregations, and like them $ and just as there is peace in each house- 
hold of faith, and peace in each church of Christ, in which there is truth and 
righteousness in harmony, so when the Gospel prevails so that churches of 
Christ, living and faithful, active and sincere, abound throughout the land, 
then there are two things that must necessarily prevent that nation being a 
warlike nation. Its interests, its principles and its tastes are alike irrecon- 
cilably opposed to war. Wars of aggrandisement, wars of cupidity, wars even 
of revenge become intolerable to Christians ; and in projK>rtion as the Gospel 
of Christ prevails in a land, must the wars that have desolated Europe most 
of them become intolerable in the retrospect, and much more odious in the 
imagination that they should again occur. On the other hand, if a Christian 
nation cannot go to war, a Christian nation can scarcely suficr war. A Chris- 
tian nation, if such a nation existed, would have elements of strength such as 
no other nation ever had. Such a nation would be universally industrious, 
universally therefore healthy in mind and body, toil-strung for every active 
service. Such a nation must be intelligent beyond its neighbours, united so 
as no other nation has set us an example of union. Such a nation must love 
its institutions, which give it happiness; and love its sovereign by God’s 
appointment. Such a nation must be prosperous, just like the nation under 
Solomon, when wisdom and righteousness prevailed, and made Ikrael numerous 
as the sands of the sea, eating and drinking and making merry. Such a nation 
must have resources, such as no other nation could have ; and therefore, woe 
to the nation, that should venture to invade its sacred precincts. It would he 
able to repel the world. And a nation that would not go to war, and a nation 
strong enough to repel ^ar, must be the source of peace in the earth. Mul- 
tiply such nations — as, thank God, they will be multiplied — ^and then you 
can see that ** nation will not lift up sword against nation, wd they will learn 
war no more.” So that the religion of Jesus Christ, by that very truth which 
has brought peace to one withered heart, made one wretched sinner happy 
in Him, can by the universal and almigh^ efficacy of the same truth and the 
same Spirit, give peace to all mankind ; and ** all nations shall worship Him, 
all nations shaU call Him blessed.” 

But our world is a litt]|g woriH, and there are other intelligent creatures, . 
doubtless infinitely more glorious than us ; *and these have looked upon the 
hell-doomed race of man with just indignation. They have seen us, as a race 
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of apipstatcs, ruining ourselves by dishonouring God ; they have seen us 
grasping at shadows, while we scorned the substance ; burying ourselves in 
what is little and earthly, while we have not even looked up to the heaven 
God was opening for us. They have seen us exercising the most xiervertcd 
judgment upon all things around us ; calling good evil, and evil good ; and 
embracing misery, while we refused happiness here and hereafter. Look at 
tliat angel, God sent to the camp of Sennacherib, breathing in one night death 
over 165,000 men, as the august minister of God ; and see the ministry of 
angels towards an apostate world. But towards the family of Christ, “ are 
they not all ministering spirits, sent i^th to minister for them wliich shall be 
heirs of salvation ?” And when the hierophantic angel said to John in the 
island of Patmos, that he was his brother and his fellow-servant, did he not 
proclaim that he was the brother and the fellow-servant of all the human 
family of God ? And when they mingle their Hallelujahs with the Hosannas 
of redeemed saints in glory, do they not teach us what the apostle meant 
when he said — “ Ye are come,” not only to the church of the first born, but 
“ to an innumerable company of angels” — to be with them one brotherhood 
for ever in the service and adoration, and in the joy of God ? So that the 
universe is brought to peace by the blood of Christ, and Jesus is the Prinoe 
of peace,” not only to the distracted nations of the world, but between the 
glorious orders of angels, that render Him their firm allegiance in heaven, and 
these miserable reptile men, that seemed only to be doomed to be crushed 
under the wrath of God. 

And this lasts for ever ; Christ is “ the Prince of peace” to the universe for 
ever. Let those factions that disgrace mankind, tliat enmity which has 
laste<I, and which the miserable infidel predicts will last to the end, making 
men as savage beasts to one another, and banishing the memory that men 
sprung from one Father, and were looking up to one God — let that be con- 
quered at last, extirpated from the ransomed world, and, that ransomed world 
transported to the kingdom of glory and bliss, there will be no more faction 
then — ^there will be mo more trouble then. The peace to wliich Christ brings 
His people, His whole ransomed family, myriads unnumbered, will last 
throughout that eternity, which He has made so blessed to those that trust in 
Him. 

Kow let me commend this thought, my dear brethren, to your deep medi- 
tation. Think of it much ; and let us all ask ourselves, whether it ought not 
to direct, nay, I will say, to control, our whole course. Is it not worthy at 
once to exercise the government over our judgments and our minds? If 
there be this peace with the ofi^nded Gud ; if there be the right, communi- 
cated by the blood of Christ to each penitent believer, to look up to the 
infinite Goverdflt of all, and say, ‘ Thou art my Father, and I Thine adopted 
child ;* oh 1 which in this congregation will have the corrupt hardihood, will 
have the unspeakable folly, of repelling this august relationship ? You may 
have'peace, my hearer, through Christ $ God would give you peace this night 
if you had faith in Christ ; why repel it ? Why court trouble ? Why embrace 
luis^ay ? Why fasten it like a chain upon your soul, .kNsavy though it clanks 
not, tp load your burdened spirit ■wherever you go, audC' still gather new links, 
till the uusupportajble weight brings you do'wn beneath the grave — ^why, when 
God givps you peace ? If you do but now come to Him this night through 
Cluist, to save and sancti^ you, to pardon you, to enlighten you, to govern 
you, to preserve you to His heavenly kingdom, He will do it all ; and He will 
give you, in doing it, such a peace, that the largest estates, and the soundest 
health, and the best friendships, and the utmost popularity, and the con- 
sciousness of the greatest wisdom never gaveito an^ one, and never can give 
to you. Take the peace which the Gospel gives you. Be at peace. Find 
peace in Jesus Christ at once. Give up every false doctrine, give up levity 
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and unl>elief, give up all the associations that would keep you £rom it, and 
embrace the peace which God ofTers to you by the mediation of His Son. 

And then, Christians, take care to cherish, and confirm, and complete this 
peace, day by day, living by dependence on Divine grace ; and remember, 
Christ has called you to a universal i>eace towards all around you — ^peace in 
your own souls as well as peace with God, peace in life and death, peace 
amidst all conceivable changes in your lives, a peace which the wodd cannot 
give, and cannot take away. Live, my dear Christian hearers, in the enjoy- 
ment of this peace. Do not slight it Do not let any habits that you clierish, 
prevent you having the cheerfulness ^ well as the gentleness which the 
Gospel gives. But be at peace in your own soub, and be at peace with one 
another. 

But next, when we think of those prospects that Christ, Christ only, gives 
to our fallen world, oh ! let us adore and bless that glorious King. Let us 
think how this peace has been won for us, lor our friends, for many in this 
congregation, for myriads in our nation, for multitudes throughout the world, 
ay, and for the world itself at last. Christ, that he might make this peace 
ours, bore a constant war with Himself. The whole world hated Him. 
Trouble after trouble rolled its heavy wave upon His soul, till He sunk in the 
conflict, that we might have peace. Nay, He endured that very indignation 
of God against our sins, which must have ruined us $ and it was ** the chas- 
tisement of our peace,” that was upon Him. God was ** pleased to bruise 
Him,” that we might have peace. Never let us forget to adore a goodness 
that has no parallel, when the eternal Edng, the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, thus became ** the Prince of peace’’ by suffering the punishment of 
our transgressions. Never let us forget through what deep waters of trouble, 
through wliat unknown anguish of soul Christ has passed to give us the 
measure of peace we enjoy now, and the prospect of such a perfect peace in 
the ages to come ; and let us adore and bless His name. 

But further, if your gratitude is genuine, then be as servants of **the 
Prince of peace.” Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
the children of God.” They only are the servants of Christ. If you know 
Him to be your peacemaker, you must be peacemakers like Him, and move 
through this world, as far as in you lies, to create peace everywhere. By the 
dereliction of duty ? — no. By the abandonment of truth ? — never. Maintain 
truth, fulfil duty, though the whole #orld be at war in consequence. But be 
gentle as the lamb, where you are firm as the rock, that the war may not be 
your creating ; and then strive to make all at peace by the example of Christ, 
by His authority and by His indwelling, constantly manifesting in your own 
instance the dispositions He would inculcate on mankind. 

And lastly, if the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour will aiiluredly spread 
this peace throughout the world, then what other prayer should be dearer to 
us, than this — “ Thy kingdom come?” Think not of the heathen world 
only, when you make that prayer ; it is wanted here — it is wanted in our 
congregation, it is wanted in our city, it is wanted in our own hearts. ** Thy 
kingdom come.” Tln^J^esus Christ may reign, the Lord of every thought, 
every opinion, every n^ty, every habit } and that all those blessed results, 
which come from His dominion, may be se^ amidst the miUions of mankind, 
reclaimed by His grace, and blessed by His care. " Thy kingdom come.” 
Let it be the honest, heartfelt praymr we every day reiterate. And may He 
answer that prayer, and His Spirit steadily accomplish it ; and tliis shi-> 
ruined world glory in its Bedeemer, and give Him glory in return ! 
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Now the God offwpe fiU you with aU joy and peace in believing ; that ye may 
€ibound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost ” — ^Romans xv. 13. 

St. Paul w'eU knew that the only source of prosperity in a church was the 
manifestation of God’s Spirit In the hearts of its members. We leam from bis 
letters to his converts how full was his confidence that God would bless them 
in answer to his prayers. , He was a man of faith ; and while, like a “ good 
soldier of Jesus Christ,” he marched on with “ the sword of the Spirit” in his 
hand, and the name of Christ on his tongue, to the conquest of sin, he never 
for a moment forgot that his strength lay in God j he never forgot that with 
God rested the success of his unwearied efforts in the cause of Christ. He 
knew that the tree could not grow and bear fruit, unless the dews of the 
]>ivinc blessing descended, and the beams of the Sun of Righteousness shone 
forth upon it. Therefore he waited constantly on God for a blessing fron> on 
high. He was a praying apostle, as well as a preaching apostle. He could 
call even God, the all-seeing Heart^searcher, to witness, that “ without 
ceasing” he made mention of his people in his prayers, and frequently ani- 
mated them by declaring how deeply solicitous he was for their welfare. 
How often in his letters does his warm l^eart gush forth with earnest longings 
for their spiritual good 1 

And so it is still with Christ-loving ministers. Congregations meet and 
separate,~^8ome cEureless — some thoughtful — ^how few anxious J Yet they are 
not forgotten. Liittle arc they aware of the many anxious prayers that 
besiege the thtpile of grace on their behalf — what wishes ascend from the 
pastor’s heart for a blessing on their souls. Oh 1 that you would second his 
efforts, by praying more earnestly and perseveringly for yourselves ! 

The text is a wish and a prayer of a minister for his people — of the apostle 
Paul for his Roman converts. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing ; that ye may abound in hope, through the power of 
the^Holy Ghost.” ' 

May the Spiritof God be present among us at thislHtlae, and bless us in our 
consideration of the blessings which Paul prayed that'God would grant to the 
Roman Christians ! ' ^ ^ 

Let mb, then, first speak to you concerning these spiritual blessings — ** joy 
and p^ce.” 

There are many sources whence mankind seek peace and joy,” for in them 
is comprised the sum and substance of happiness. There is a fancied ** peace 
and joy” in worldly things, and tliere is a real “ peace and joy” in believing. 
It is the latter that St. Paul wished his converts to enjoy. He knew if they 
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had this, their happiness would be in a great measure independent ol tlie 
changes and chances of this present world. Not so the “ peace and joy” which 
are looked for by worldly people ; for these, whether they arise from the comforts 
of life —health, friends, property —or such like things, are liable to be destroyed 
at any moment, by any sudden providence. The j)eacc of a worldly man or 
woman may any hour be destroyed, and all their joys dashod to the ground. 
The first cross or c^e may put them to flight ; the first afflictive dispensa- 
tion may lay their possessors prostrate in wretchedness and misery. 

Dear friends, the question for you to ask, if you wish to be really happy, ^s 
tliis~‘ Where can I gain such a peace of. mind-^uch a joy of heart, as will 
remain not only when all things are well around me, but also when the firma- 
ment of my existence is dark with clouds, and the pressing weight of adversity 
hangs on my steps ?’ Pure gold, you know, is proved by its bearing the fire. 
The “ joy and peace” you should set your heart on gaining, are they which 
will not leave you with your friends and earthly goods, but will keep you con- 
tented and cheerful amid the saddest troubles and the severest trials. How 
often is it the case, that a poor child of poverty is happy in circumstances of 
extreme distress and pain, while some wealthier neighbour who knows not 
what faith is, shall be fretting under a trifling affliction, though surrounded 
by comforts ! 

My brethren in the Lord, where are you laying the foundation of your 
“ peace and joy ?” On the shifting quicksands of earthly things ? Oh ! beware 
lest you be swallowed up of them, and sink with them to destruction. Or on 
the Bock of everlasting ages, Jesus Christ ? If you believe that you have 
some measure of “ joy and peace,” is it such as the hour df ^^ath will not 
utterly banish, nor the trumpet of the judgment convert into sadness and 
despair ? 

I. There is “ peace in believing.” When first the soul is being led by God 
from the darkness of a sinful state to the light and liberty of the Gospel, 
there is felt in the heart those convictions of sin which can alone bring the 
sinner to his Saviour. Conscience, awakened and aroused, speaks sometimes 
with a louder — at others with a softer voice $ but its testimony is the same, 
namely, of the guilt of sins that have been committed against the pure and 
holy God. The Holy Spirit warns the sinner of God’s hoUn^s and truth, 
and brings the soul to a sense of its danger. Under the influence of these 
feelings, there can be no ** peace.” But then comes in the precious promise 
of God’s Word — “ The blood of Jesus Christ deanseth from all sin.” Here is 
the source of true peace, namely, ** in believing” and resting on the faithful 
and unchanging promise of Go^ There is at first, it may be, ^ut just the 
sense of sin pardoned, and a load of guilt removed ; but the Spirit of God, 
the messen^ of consolation, leads on the newly-bom soul to the inner 
mysteries of sacred things, and oxiens more and. more the eyes of tho repentant 
sinner to the riclv promises and blessings of Holy Scripture. Faith takes 
these promises, and makes them her own. One small ray of peace at first, 
perchance, flings the so^ radiance of its heaven-reflecting beam upon the soul, 
and with its gladdeninjl influence cheers and consoles the before unhappy 
sinner. But his peace increases with his growth in grace. He secs more 
clearly, by God’s enlightening grace, what “ unsearchable riches” are laid up 
” in Christ” for believing penitents. Amid much sore conflict with ^mpta- 
tion and trial, he anchors his hopes on the broad unshifting basis ol His 
Word who cannot lie ; fresh beams of gloty come down from the Sun of 
Highteousoess, and dispel by degrees the darkness of the hitherto sin-clouded, 
soul ; and thus the sinner, citing from him the letters which had bound him 
captive to the devil, but which grace has rent in twain, is enabled to step 
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forth into the light and liberty of the Gospel of “ peace/ and to reap tlio 
lich harvests of consolation which God bath laid up for His people. 

He is at peace in himself. There ,is a calm serenity diffused through his 
soul. Although much tried and bound down with a sense of liis frailty and 
his daily sins, he yet knows what Christ meant, when He said— “ Come unto 
Me, and I will, give you rest.** Conscience no longer preaches a broken law 
in his eair^ Iot Jesus is his Surety and He has fuldUed it. Does the jnstihed 
sinner direct his thoughts to Godt ? He has “ peace” in his contemplation j 
and why ? Because God is his reconciled Father. Jehovah’s countenance no 
longer seems dark and awful with the frowns of judgment upon the sinner, 
but is ra;dhant with the smiles of red^ming love towards the adopted and 
accepted child. The promise is a blessed one : “ I have called thee, and I 
have redeemed thee ; 1 have blotted out as a cloud thy transgressions, and as 
a thick cloud thy sins *, therefore, fear not, for the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but My kindness shdl not depart from thee, neither 
shall the covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy 
on thee,” 

Oh I my dear flrie^ds, you cannot tell, unless you are justified sinners, how 
rich a blessing is this divine and heaven-born one of “ peace” and confidence 
in God. It is a state of mind rathCr to be felt than described ; and the soul 
that really enjoys it, knows by experience that it fe a ” peace which passeth 
all undenE^anding.” Oh ! that careless and unconverted souls could know 
how much they are losing by not believing ! Is it nothing worth, think you, 
fo look up to God, and feel that He is a reconciled Father ? — to Christ, and 
know that aH we need for good He has covenanted to obtain for us, and has 
sealed the promise with His own blood ? — ^to the Holy Spirit, and be assured 
that He is preparing us for a bright world of peace beyond the grave, ** where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest ?” These arc 
privileges of the believing diildren of God. 

But they are not all. The sacred influence of this peace extends to tem- 
poral things, and sheds a cheerful lighli over all the circumstances of every- 
day life. Faith rests on God in those things which concern not only tiie 
soul, but the body too. Hence the peace resulting from faith is enjoyed amid 
the storms and tempests, the fluctuations, and trials, and afflictions of life. 
The believer, has confidence in God’s goodness, that He is an almighty 
Friend, able and willing to help, and has promised that ** all things shall work 
together for good to tliem that love Him.” He therefore is satisfied that if 
he has trials, God has sent them for good, that God’s wings of love are spread 
over him, and His power will sustain. The heart of those who thus trust in 
> God, will give utterance to its feelings in some sudi language as this — ‘ Do 
outward ctTuumstances go well with me ? It is my Father in heaven pouring 
flown folessingB to gladden my heart, and call forth more fervent gratitude 
from my soul. Am I thrown into adversity ? My God is working still to 
try my faith, and wean roe from the world. Are afiairs in perplexity, and I 
know not which way to move — or do storms arise which threaten quite to 
overwhelm me f Jesus is at the helm of my little ; He Will steer me 
safely through, and not leave me to perish. Am I derived Of earthly enjoy- 
ments, and cast on a bed of affliction ? ** The sufiMngs of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.” 

** We ^^ve had fathers in the fiesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence ; how much rather shaU we be subject to the Father of spirits, and 
live !” It is my Father that holds in His hand all the issues of life and of 
, death. OHen when afilictimis press most, God’s face shines brightest. If 
God has taken away some things. He has left me many others ; and so long as 
He floe$ not hide away His fooe in displeasure, but gives me such glorious 
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and blessed promises, 1 hEve that which can more tlian outweigh all the com- 
forts of this life. I will think on what'is left, rather than what is removed. 
The Psalmist could say— “ Thou hast showed me, O God, g^at and sore 
troubles and yet, in the very same breath — ** Thou shalt increase my great- 
ness, and comfort me on every side.” Oh ! that I had stronger faith ; then 
should I have more of this heavenly peace.* 

Suqh is the language of many a tried servant of God, under the conviction 
of a true and lively faith. Yes, and when contending passions and Sore temp- 
tations raise a tumult in his soul, and seem to shake to the centre the founda- 
tion of his hopes, how often does Christ eay, as He did to the ocean waves 
and winds, “ Peace and there follows “ a great calm.” If he looks onward 
through the dark valley, to the awful and spirit-stirring scenes of the judg- 
ment, he has “ peace in believing** that God has graciously pardoned his sins, 
and will justify him before an assembled world. In short, Christ has ordered 
all things Veil, and has given to His people a foretaste of that inheritance of 
j[>crfect peace, which He has prepared in the mansions of His. glory for Ills 
chosen saints. 

Have you, dear friends — have you secured this invaluable gift of the Spirit 
of God ? Take His word for it, it is a rich and heart-strengthening treasure, 
far more precious to tlie “ believing** heart than all the world can supply. 
Solomon himself, with all his glory and all his greatness, did not find “ peace” 
therein. Even he, rich and great as he was — surrounded with a luxury and 
afilucnco such as the sun hath rarely shone on — ^bore testimony to the great 
truth I have advanced. “ Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
lier paths are peace.” All else is but “vanity and vexation of .spirit ; vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity,” So said the royal and inspired preacher. Do you 
believe him ? do you really feel that without the “ peace of God” indwelling 
in the heart, the world and the things of the world are nothing worth, when 
weighed in the scales of eternal truth ? I know it is a hard and difficult thing 
to convince persons of this. It is indeed a toilsome task, a wearying work, 
while the pleasures and profits of the world are so enticing, and Satan is 
so busy through them to entrap immortal souls. The Spirit of God alone can 
do it eficctually. But how many are there who have had Solomon’s experi- 
ence, and yet have kept on following the dancing, delusive meteor of “ peace” 
in worldly pleasures and pursuits, even to the last gasp of life — forgetful of 
‘the recorded truth, which is written as with a pen of iron on many a blighted 
heart, and many a sorrowing spirit, as well as in the page of l^velation — 
“ There is no peace to the wicked,”- -forgetful of the warning voice, which 
proclaimed eighteen hundred years ago — “ In Me ye shall have peace ; in the 
world ye shall have tribulation.” Seek, then, I pray you for “peace in 
believing.” Why remain without it when God and Christ are waiting to im- 
part it to every one of you that will renounce your tins, and throw yourselves 
in penitence and faith on the Saviour’s goodness and His love ? liiere is no 
“ peace” but in Christ — there is no “ peace” but “ in believing.” 

IL There is joy in believing. Not that the believer never has times of 
sadness and sorrow ; for various causes will conspire to produce these. But 
yet if he live near to God, the prevailing habit of his mind should be a cheer- 
ful joy. He may be glad, as well as tran^pB ; yea, he may rejoice with a joy 
so intense, that even an inspired apostle bcnild not fully describe it, but he 
calls it “ a joy unspeakable, and full of glory.” The very same mediatorial 
work of his Saviour, which procured for the believer the blessing of “ peace,” 
laid also the foundation of his joy.” Who but they that have felt it can tell 
how glad is the convinced sinner, when told those tidings of gladness and. 
salvation, with which the Oosjpel page is crowded? “Being justified by hiith. 
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we have peace with God, through our Iiord Jesus Christ, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of CJod.” There must be justification and pardon, before there 
can be “ peace” or “ joy.” But when, by God’s Spirit, the sinner is led to 
the cross of his Saviour for salvation, and has felt the renewing power of 
grace in his heart, his condition is at once changed. The Bible tells him, that 
if he be converted, he is accepted by God as a beloved child, and is admitted 
to all the privileges of God’s adopted ones. ** No more a servant, but a son ; 
and if a sem, then an heir of God through Jesus Christ.” 

Here, tlien, is the believer’s cause of joy. I^ot only are his sins pardoned, 
but he finds himself regarded, by the God of hep ven 5*nd earth, with especial 
aiO^tion and love. If you, dearly oeloved in Christ — if you are truly His by a 
vital faith, it is your rightful privilege to come at aU times into the "’ery 
presence-chamber of heaven, and to adress H^ra who sitteth on the throne of 
the heavens, a King for evermore, as your Almighty Fathei —a Father who 
loves His children with an everlasting lov^, ai aelights to confer unon them 
all spiritual blessings, and temporal bit r.gs too, if they are "or their good. 

But further than this, yoii mpy by faith look upon heaven as your future 
home, and its glory as your inheritance, secured to you by “ a covenant 
ordered in all things and sure.” In the pages d Revelation, you find the 
gates of the “ New Jerusalem” thrown open to you ; you are bidden to look 
in upon its streets of gold, and its rivers of gladness— to behold its unutterable 
splendour, and gaze upon its unclouded glory, but you are taught, that 
although these are beyond the power of language to tell of, yet the greatest 
glory of heaven is, that Jesus your Saviour is there, “ the author finisher 
of your salvation,” and that you shall be “ with Him, be IPre Him,” and par- 
take of His joy, because you are children of God ja-nd “joint-heirs with 
Christ.” Is not here suffi :ieiit to awakei« joj^ and gladh'ess in the heart ? To 
feel that so high a dignity as this xs conferred upon you, may well set in tune 
all the faculties of the soul, and call forth Hosannas from eveiy ^^elieving 
heart. What is this glory of an ■*a’*fchli tnrone, great though it be, compared 
with the brightness, the glory, and dignity cf a seat at the right hand of 
God ? The lo-'-est seat in heaven will more outshine the splendour of earthly 
kings, than the burning brllUoncy of the noonday sun does the faint glimmer 
of a candle. And shall there be no such thing as “ joy” in the hearts of those 
for whom this hwaven is prepared ? Surely it ’s somet^ning strange, if those 
who are looking onward to its early possession go through life with gloom or 
sadness, rather than with the cheerful gladness which such a prosjiect might be 
expected to inspire. 

But this “ joy” will, if your faith be vigorous, stand proof against the 
changes and trials of this present life. Like your peace, it wiD remain in 
times of darkness and trial, and will often dispel the overhanging clouds of 
doubt and gloom. Numerous are the instances on record, which prove how 
joy^ the Christian can be, even in trials from which flesh and blood naturally 
shrink with dismay. And what was the prophet’s resolve ? “ Although the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vine, the labour of the 
olive shall foil, and the fields yield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut off from 
the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stall, yet*^— ‘ I will trust,’ does he 
say ? No. *1 will be resigned?’ No ; but “ I will rej(^ce in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my salvation.” Would, my brethren, that we had more of this 
rejoicing spirit in the midst of auctions I Paul and Silas may be in the 
dungeon, their f^t made fast in the stocks, their flesh torn with the cruel 
scourge, and no friendly hand near to wash their strix>e8 ; but are they mourn- 
ing over their troubles, and venting forth complaints concerning their hard 
lot ? No, they are in joyous mood, and sing praises to God with “songs in 
the night.” We may be like Lazarus, lowest among the lowly on the earth ; 
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but what matter, if angels arc sent from heaven to watch for our souls, and 
waft them, as they quit the body, to ** Abraham’s bosom ?” Shall we not 
rejoice ? 

But where is this joy to be found ? How few Christians have it I How 
few make it the object of their prayers, and the ardent desire of their hearts ! 
To be joyful in religion, to rejoice in Christ and the “ hope of glory” is looked 
upon as bordering upon enthusiasm ; as if enthusiasm were to be allowed in 
nothing but in worldly matters. Dear fellow Christians, let me remind you 
that joy in believing is a duty, yea, as much a duty as love is. We are com- 
manded to “ rejoice in the Lord.” Sinners, when first they come with Uvely 
faith and ardent longing hearts to the blood-stained cross of the Saviour, 
rejoK 'n their pardon, and the remission of their sins, with the joy of the 
ciiptive set free from nis chains, or the culprit whose sentence of death is 
remitted ; but when the first warm Tcclings are past, we look in vain for that 
cheerful gladness of h^*''rt we might expect to find in an heir of immortal 
glory. It is really remarkable now light an estimate we form of our Christian 
privileges, and how little of anxiety we have to enjoy them. How seldom do 
we soar in contemplation to the joys beyond the grave I How few are the 
times, when we give the wings of faith to our souls, and enter the gates of 
Paradise, which lead t 3 the throne and the glory of Christ I How seldom do 
we abstract our thoughts .rom the things that are around us, and fix them 
upon the “ King,” as He appears “ in His beauty” — the Saviour, as He sits on 
the throne of His Majesty, “high and lifted up” above the seraphim of 
heaven ! The joy, which lights ip the Christian’s eye with brightness, is in 
how many cases the joy of the world, arising from the excitement and capti- 
vations of worldly pleasure ! The travellers to Zion, by their silence, and in 
many cases their sadne# too, wh^'u spiritual thing* are talked of, would lead 
a stranger to conclude that sorrow, rather than joy, is the atmosphere they shall 
breathe in heaven. Dear friends, this ought not ♦o be. E^'^ery converted 
Cliristian should feel that he has in this life “or^othing or hcr»ven to expect in 
his heart. However hi ah vour mentions m.iy be of the full g*ory, ana deep, 

lieart-entrancing gladn^^ss of *he kingdom of God on high, they only will pos- 
sess it who have heavenly fruits already growing in their hearts in this life. 
Ill heaven those habits and tempers of mind will be perfected, which God now 
implants in the heart of the believei Here they are inperfect ana must of 
necessity be so. Hereafter they wHl oc perfected for ever; mark, not re- 
moved and others implanted, but tl ssjnie which we now have, purified 
from their imperfections, and sanctified tc cora^'lete perfection. If therefore 
you hope to dwell in glory, the elements of which are “ peace and joy” in the 
presence of Christ, you must now look to have this “ peace and joy” already 
begun in your heart. The “ peace and joy” of heaven burst forth in melodies 
of holy praise from redeemed souls but with us how often 
*• Hosannas languish on our tongues. 

And our devotion dies !’* 

My brethren, do you believe in deed and in truth ? Is Christ your Saviour ? 
Has His grace changed and converted yon ? If 80» ph I tlnw open your 
hearts to catch the sacred influences of the Spirit. Hang not “fyonr harp on 
the willows,” as thinking you may not rejoice, but “ rejoice in the Lordalway, 
and again I say rejoice.” v \ 

HL But the apostle prays that they mky libt only have “ joy and peace in 
believing,” but that they might filled “ with aU joy and peace in believing.” 
Mark too the end ; that they might “ abound in hope through the power of 
the Holy Ghost,” Hence Jieam, you are not to be satisfied with a small mea- 
sure of peace and joy. We are contented with a little, when we ought to have 
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much. If you are Christians at all, you must be advancing Christians. You 
are to ** grow in grace and knowledge and each step you take in this onward 
path will discover to the eye of your faith new causes of “ joy and peace,” to 
gladden and strengthen your heart. Your souls arc not to 1^ half full, but 
to be filled even to overflowing. Your peace should strike its roots deeper — 
your joy should increase, as you advance yearly and weekly towards your 
heavenly home. Does the sailor, as he approaches his native land, feel no 
deeper joys, no more gladdening emotion, than he did when lie embarked from 
a distant shore ? Surely he does, And just so should the Christian feel, as 
he is borne onward, through the grace of God, in his heavenward voyage. lie 
has storms and tempests to pass through, and sometimes by their power he is 
driven back in his course — clouds and darkness of temptation and sin at times 
almost hide the polar star of his faith from his view ; but it is his God who 
rules in the tempest and the storm — no temptation shall cause him to perish, 
if only he lean on his Saviour, and trust to His guidance, for He has promised 
safely to lead him to the haven of rest. The very conviction that he is each week 
approaching nearer to his native land, his immortal home beyond the skies, 
should indeed give increasing joy to his heart, and a richer gladness to his soul. 

The Lord hath done great things for us already, whereof we rejoice.” Then 
we may, and should be glad, at what God lias done ; how much rather when 
wo behold the great things, and the good which He has “ prepared” and pro- 
mised “ to them that love Him !” 

» The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand saered sweets, 

Before we reach the heavenly fields, 

Or walk the golden streets.** 

Dear friends, are you Christians in heart, as iii|^rofession ? Then this 
joy and peace” should be yours. But if you are only formal professors, you 
have no right to expect it. Even if you have a “ joy and peace” such as the 
world gives, it is strangely out of place, for you stand on the brink of a yawn- 
ing hell, with the sword of Divine Justice suspended above you. What “ peace 
and joy” can yours be, who are at war with your Maker, as all unconverted men 
are, by your sins, and carrying on a crusade against all that God loves, and all 
that He hais commanded ? Surely gladness is strangely out of place in such a 
soul. How shocked would you be to see a malefactor going to execution with 
gladness in his eye, and mirth on his tongue ! But is it one half so sad, as the 
conduct of those who are thinking only of the world’s joys, when at any mo- 
ment they may And themselves in the presence of an offended God, and the 
next he sent away, with all their sins on their heads, to the darkness and 
weeping and wailing of hell ? Oh ! dear friends, think not of being mirthful 
and glad, unless your sins are pardoned, and the “ light of God’s countenance” 
be shining on your souls. If there be no such thing as ** joy and peace” in hell, 
how inconsistent for those who are hurrying thither to dress up their face with 
smiles and gladness, while their hearts are ripening for the harvest of woe ! 

Christians in deed and in truth — very briefly on the means of increasing 
your “ joy and peace,” and I hai’b done. You must be Y&ey careful to “ keep 
yemr hearts with all diligence,” avoiding all sin of every kind and every degree. 
Sin is adeadly blight, which will blast and wither all ** the fruits of the Spirit,” 
and turn your “ joy and peace^ into sadness and sorrow. Wo cannot have 
joy and peace in believing,” indulging besetting sins and selfish 

wishes. Sin has its source in hetlr^Joy and peace” in heaven ; and therefore 
they can never exist and be enjoyed togetl^r. 

Again : though liting in the world, yon must “ set your afibetions on things 
above,” as their chief delight. You may derive pleasure from the things with 
which God’s love sunrounds you — ^you may gladden your heart with the many 
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joys of social life, and “ rejoice in all that you put your hand unto wherein 
the Lord hath blessQd you” — but all in low subordination to your spiritual 
happiness. It is a bad sign for your souls, if they find greater “ joy and peace” 
in temporal things, than they do in the presence of God and communion with 
Him. Yet I fear there are but very few hearts, in which this sign would not 
be found. “ Joy and peace in believing” should be as leaven, spreading a 
sacred influence over all your sources of earthly happiness, but not de- 
pending on them for existence. If thus it were the case with us, then would 
not temporal things so much impede our spiritual progress. Instead of drag- 
ging heavily on the chariot wheels of our souls, they would speed them hea- 
venward, by setting in motion the affections of a heart filled with gratitude to 
the Giver of good. Guard then, I beseech you, against the influence of the 
world and temporal things. It is an influence which silently gains a wonderful 
power in the human heart, and has perilled and ruined for ever many an 
immortal spirit. 

Lastly, live near to God I Oh 1 we are sadly to blame in this. We get so 
engrossed with the world and its occupations, that it is but little time we arc 
engaged in communion with God our Saviour. We think it enough, to come 
to Him once or twice a day ; and then how short the time 1 Oh ! my dear 
friends, if only we had a clearer view of Christ in the fulness of His high per- 
fections, we should find greater joy in His presence. Did we love Him as He 
deserves to be loved, who has saved our souls from death, we should be with 
Him oftener in silent meditation and secret prayer. Oh ! who that has drunk 
deep at the streams of a Saviour’s love— who that has tasted the graciousness 
of his mercy, and the waters of 'His bounty, does not cry out with David — 
“ As panteth the barter the water brooks, so longoth my soul after thee, O 
God ?” Can you be surprised that the windows of heaven are closed, and no 
dew-drops of blessing descend, if your love be so cold, your desires so faint, and 
your delight in the Saviour so little ? 

Fray, then, oh ! pray for stronger faith, for a livelier sense of your Saviour’s 
love ; press close up to the throne of grace with earnest importunity ; strive 
to realise Gospel truths to your souls : then mark this sure result — as faith 
grows more vigorous, your “ peace and joy in believing” will be greater ; you 
will ” abound” more and more " in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost,” and thus daily become fitter for that world beyond the grave, where 
“ peace” shall be perfected for ever, joy be iucreased beyond conception, and hope, 
with all its delightful anticipations, be lost and swallowed up in the fathomless 
ocean of that bliss, which awakens Hallelujahs of praise from angels* harps, 
and fills with holy rapture the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
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“ And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying. Arise, take 
thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here ; lest thou be consumed in the 
iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and 
uponithe hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; the Lord 
being merciful unto him ; and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. 
And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said. 
Escape for Iky life ; look not behind thee, neither stay tdiou in aU the plain ; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. And Lot said unto them. Oh I mot 
so, my Lord : behold now. Thy servant hath found grace in Thy sight, and Thou 
hast magnifed Thy mercy, which Thou hast showed unto me in saving my life ; 
and J cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil tak^me, and I die: behold 
now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one : Uh, let me escape thither, 
(is it not a Hide one?) and my soul shall live. And He said unto him. See, I 
have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, 
for the which thou hast spoken. Haste tJtce, escape thither ; for I cannot do any 
thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar, 
The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar, Then the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven. And he overthrew dose cities, and aU the plain, and all the inlmbitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back from 
behind him, and she became a pillar of saltJ * — Greaesis xix. 15 — ^26. 

” Remember Lots wife ^ — ^Luke xvii. 32. 

The scenery, dear brethren, of which this historical narrative gives an 
account, and to which the historical application contains an allusion, is most 
affrighiting. It is of constant and continuous reference throughout the 
inspired Hecord. I>o men openly and ostentatiously transgress ? “ They 
declare their sin as Sodom : they hide it not.” (Isaiah iii. 9.^ Are Divine 
yearning and compassictn moved on behalf of sinners ? How shall I make 
thee as Admah ? How shall I set thee as Zeboim ?” — cities round about Sodom 
and Gomorrah. (Hosea xi. 8.) Is irrevocable and irreversible judgment 
denounced f As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the neigh- 
bour cities thereof, saith the Lord, no man shall abide there, neither shall a 
son of man dwell in it.” (Jeremiah xlix. 18.) Is punishment sadden and 
unexpected ? ** Sodom, that was Overthrown as in a moment, and no hands 
stayed on her.” (Lainentations iv. 6). Is the rejection of the call of the 
Gospel denounced as the darkest of crimes and the extremest of offences? 

“ It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment.” 
(Mark vi. n.) ** Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, 
are set forth as an example, sufi^ring the vengeance of eternal fire.” (Jude 7.) 
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“ God — turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned 
them with an overtlirow ; making them an ensample imto those that after 
should live ungodly.” (2 Peter ii. 4 and 6.) We perpetually hear of it. It 
meets us again and again. Nor is it committed to memory alone; nor 
dependent alone on the inspired Record. That scenery still sunrives. Tlie 
valley, once luxuriously rich and fertile, standing thick with dwellings, and 
teeming with multitudes who, because of their exceeding wickedness, were 
destroyed — that valley now lies cngulphed ; and the stillness of completed 
judgment sits awfully and silently upon it. First there swept down a storm 
of fire, blasting and consuming all ; then the earth yawned, and waves broke 
forth ; and, still extending, hid the land, which so recently had rung with 
jocund mirth. Nor have they deserted their channels. They are still to be 
found there. But they move not as other seas. No cheering concert of birds 
enlivens them ; no breath of heaven fans their waters. That ocean emits 
hollow sounds, and pestiferous exhalations. Nothing lives in it or around it. 
There the bird tries not its* wing ; there no fish vaults or gambols ; the 
meanest shrub is stunted ; and every leaf dies. 

The catastrophe was dread and overwhelming. How^ soon had all taken 
place ! How soon had all terminated 1 The sun which had just arisen there, 
as these transactions occurred, scarcely peered above the horizon. There lay 
the beautiful scene ! The cheerful cities decking the hollow valley, and shining 
with the earliest sun»ray j as the luminary, advancing with regal strides, un- 
rolled the scenery, as it had been a map I All lay as in slumber, to be roused 
by a gentle awaking I What note indicated terror and despair ? The birds 
were singing “ among the branches “ and the little hills rejoiced on every 
side.” (Psalm Ixv. 12.) The whole scene was enamelled with beauty and 
loveliness. But there ft one lurid cloud ! It reddens with a sudden glare. 
Flakes of fire, and streams of sulphur, burst from its bosom. And now arises 
a’ universal outcry — a wail — a shriek I They no longer mock. They jest no 
more. The boost dies away in dismay and consternation. The most fearless 
bosom is daunted. The stoutest hearts quail. Children, kindling, rush from 
their sports into the arms of their parents, with a furious embrace. The 
streets run down with flames. “ Fire runs along upon the ground.” (Exodus 
ix. 23.) Habitations crush in their fall. Hovel and palace are alike involved 
in a rapid conflagration. How roars the blast I How, raised from the abyss, 
heaves the ocean in its terrific rush ! How all sinks and perishes before the 
rage of its fury 1 “ The smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a fur- 
nace.” (Genesis xix. 28.) Can we conceive any ruin more wide — any destruc- 
tion more indiscriminate ? All pronounces that thousands and tens of thou- 
sands were extinguished without thought or notice, and that now their memo- 
rial has perished; and yet, how wide and indiscriminate soever was th^ over- 
throw, one relic is preserved in all its entirety, — one monument of guilt and 
vengeance is spared. No other name is left, but one epitaph is engraven ; and 
while all else sank beneath the billows of Asphaltites, as lead in the mighty 
waters” (Exodus xv. 10), there stands up one thing to be noticed — one name to 
mark— one epitaph to read ! — “ Remember Lot’s wife I” 

Doubtless this relic would not have been brought forth and preserved from 
the promiscuous ruin which involved all else, if there had not been connected 
with it something for observation and instruction. Otherwise the poll would 
have covered all — oblivion would have oven^^^lowed all ; but in that one case 
obliAUon was interdicted by the sentence, which we are now summoned to con- 
sider. Our Lord said it after the lapse of two thousand years ; and two thou- 
sand more have elapsed since He spoke it ; but it still presents a lesson to learn — 
a warning to consult. There are still evident the particulars of her guilt, and 
the reasons of her punishment ; and the ground is invested with monumental 



160 


I-OT*8 WIFE. 


solemnity. God gmit that, while wc eudeavour to gather up the lessons of 
interest connected with this event, they may he so rendered useful to us, as 
that we may not now have met together in vain I 

She was made a notable and conspicuous example of judicial infliction ; so 
as to “ justify the ways of God to men.” Why was she overtaken by so signal 
a doom ? Why was she transformed into so fearful a beacon ? She was 
probably not different from others, her fellow-townswomen — the votaries of 
fashion, and the slaves of custom. We possess some intimation of the habits 
which then existed, and the tastes which then prevailed. “ The iniquity of 
Sodom” was pride, fulness of bread ; and abundance of idleness was in her and 
in her daughters.” (Ezekiel xvi. 49.) No encomium is pronounced on her *, but 
how differently is her partner regarded 1 “ God delivered just Lot, vexed with 
the filthy conversation of the wicked. For that righteous man, dwelling 
among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds.” (2 Peter ii. 4, 7, and 8.) Probably she was fri- 
volous, light, and careless in her conduct ; — her character made up of nega- 
tions, rather than of positive vices ; and her faults probably originated in the 
unfavourable influence of the society in which she mingled. “ She that liveth 
in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” (1 Timothy v. 6.) We see a judicial 
infliction overtaking her conduct, which was marked by the following 
features : — 

1. Disobedience. It is the business of principle to obey the right and the 
rule. It does not matter what the law prescribes ; for the majesty which 
invests the government of God, descends on all the acts of Ilis^gislation ; 
and it is not for us to question their greater or less magnitude, or their supe- 
rior or subordinate authority. He shows us what He wills ; and it is our part 
to obey. This rule is illustrated by many providential occurrences in nature, 
but by many more in religion. Abraham, receiving a call, “ went out, not 
knowing whither he went.” (Hebrews xi. 8.) In the case before us there was 
to be no idolatry of home, — ^no favoxurite objects to preserve and bring away. 
They were to come out quickly and unburdened. The general command was 
to disregard all ; and even the particular precept could not be more distinct : 
“ Escape for thy life I Look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain ! 
Escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed!” (Genesis xix. 17.) Then 
commenced a struggle in her mind. Many whom she loved were left behind : 
could not a summons be delivered to them ? She “ looked back” — perhaps 
turned back I Here was her disobedience. Only obey the voice of God, and it 
shall be well ; but if thou disobey, ruin will he the result. 

2. Ingratitude. It was not ordinary kindness, but particular and pre-emi- 
nent that was shown to her husband, herself, and her household. “ Haste 
thee. Escape thither ; for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither.” 
(Genesis xix. 22.) As if His fury were stayed till the complete deliverance 
of these. His favourite charge. And for her bringing forth out of the city, 
angels put forth a benevolent seizure ; they ** laid hold upon his hand, and 
upon the hand c#his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters ; the Lord 
being merciful unto him.” (Genesis xix. 16.) A special provision for her 
safety and comfort was granted at the intercession of her husband — one 
devottfd city being spared. (Verse 21.) But there was no appreciation of that 
interposing act. Tliis was her ingratitude ; for this she was punished ; and 
thus God will treat us, if we malign and refuse His grace, and show ourselves 
insensible to all the riches of His goodness. “ Not knowing that the goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance : but after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath.” (Romans 
ii. 4, *5.) 

8. Reluctance. Her’s was an averted countenance. Are we surprised at this ? 
Think of the awe— the panic — the agitation ! Think of the natural instinct 
which attached her to home. Was it that her lieart grudged to leave behind 
some favourite, whose misery excited her pity and commiseration ? None of 
these feeliugs are manifested. But there is a wistful and hankering look. Her 
eye seems enamoured of what she must abandon ; the objects of vanity — her 
companionships — ^whatever she coveted — ^ber pursuits — her friends — ^her abode 
— her flocks — all that she was leaving ; and though she saved what was of 
greater value, her heart went after her covetousness (Ezekiel xxxiii. 31); 
and it was all concentrated in that look. In proportion to the comparative 
estimate of present and future possessions, will be the faith that cares not 
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for houses and lands ; but only pants after that which is beyond nil, — eternal 
life. 

4. Rebellion. There naturally springs up the ruth of kindred, and regret for 
their loss ; but there is also a questioning whether it be not a severe exaction, 
a harsh judgment. What crimes had they committed ? She yearned towards 
them. She had lived in the same atmosphere, and drunk in the same spirit. 
Were all to be hurried away ? She was disturbed and annoyed. “ Mark the 
disproportion !” This appears to have been her thought. ‘ Why was punish- 
ment applied on such a scale ? Why was there so bitter a portion in their 
cup ?’ All this is very hardening. 

5. Distrust. Might there not have been unnecessary harshness ? Might it 
not be a false alarm ? Could not science explain the phenomena? Would not 
the fiery tempest exhaust itself? Might it not be well to pause and examine ? 
Was there not reason to chide her fears ? And so, while the matter is brought 
to such a judgment as our reason can suggest, we lose the only opportunity of 
escape. 

6. Indecision. This paralyzes all, and is unaccountable in such a case as 
her’s- See how the waves threaten to surround her ! Yet she wavers, instead 
of hastening her retreat. As she ponders whether to recede or advance, the 
fiery element gradually encloses her. Slie appears transfixed ; and as she turns 
and halts, her associates have left her, and she is now alone. Oh ! w'hen the 
smoke and suliihurous vapour assailed her, what cogitations of mind must she 
have experienced — what harrowings of spirit ! Those ruinous courses of way- 
wardness and folly — to what do they lead at lost ? “ Remember Lots's wife !** 
See her attitude ! Hear her scream ! Then all human features are oblitwated ; 
she becomes solidified — charred — calcined ; and we gaze on “ a pillar of 
salt !” 

Tims we see the particulars in her conduct which led to her fate. But what 
})ractical views may be deduced from it ? What is the command of the 
Gospel ? “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ !” (Acts xvi. 31.) And what 

is the sin of rejecting it ? It is the sin of disobedience ; and they “ that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction.*’ (2 Thessalonians i. 8, 9.) To you this Gospel is presented ; and 
your profiting will be great if you trust in it for salvation, and meet it with 
gratitude corresponding. But if you turn away, you will incur the odium of 
ingratitude, with which nothing can be compared. The will never moves in 
two opposite ways. All her heart was on one side then ; how is it with yours 
now ? And will you “ pluck out” an offending “ right eye ?” (Matthew v. 
29.) For it is just like the question left to Lot’s wife. You feel rel>ellious 
against the judgment of God ; can you wonder at having to bear it your- 
selves ? God is punishing our evil ways ; and ,** upon the wicked He shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest.” (Psalms xi. 6.) But 
you have sceptical thoughts, and so had she ; and you may go on speculating 
till, like her, you are finally ruined. Indecision destroyed her. She was 
warned as you are ; and you, by dallying as she dia, render prayer vain, and 
effort abortive. /' • 

Thus have we ^endeavoured to trace the peculiar resemblances between that 
distant event and our own times ; which, in many respects present a counter- 
part to those distant ages. Why are we to ** Remember Lot’s wife,” hut that 
there was something in her conduct to rebuke and instruct us. Bear with us 
a few moments’, while we indulge in a few reflections suggested by the 
subject. 

1. How small a thing may prevent our salvation! Lot’s wife may have 
been gay and volatile — nothing more. What was the character of society in 
that day ? “ They did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they biiildcd : but the same day that Lot went out of ti^om, it rained fire 
and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.” (Luke xviL 28, 29.) 
Whatever stands in the way of our salvation — whether sin, or temptation, or 
trifling — ^puts that salvation in jeopardy, and exposes us to ruin not less than 
unreserved rejection of the Gospel. “ What shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?” (Mark viii. 36.) Here is 
the mighty stake ! Our Lord propounds the question ! But men would 
often sacrifl.ee all to ambition and wealth ; and yet obtain nothing to coun- 
terbalance the sacrifice. How many thus lose their souls ! They pass their 
lives in a mere dream ; — not obtaining §iny portion at all— even the shadow 
of a shade. But what were all the things that Lot’s wife left behind ? 
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Why should she care for them, in comparison with her own and her family’s 
safety ? But her heart was not weaned from them ; and, persisting in that 
attacliment, she perished. It matters not what ! A fable — an imaginary 
good that cannot be attained or grasped — may keep you out of the kingdom 
of God, 

2. The increased misery of perishing within the reach of recovering mercy. 
Lot’s wife was in the track of safety. All was promise and hope. There rises 
Zoar on the glittering height, to which she might escape ; with angels for her 
convoy and guard ; but she “ looked back,” and perished in the route of 
deliverance. Just as all will perish now who, like Nadab and Abihu, make 
light of extraordinary privileges ; and who, like the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
for whose fate Jesus was bathed in tears, neglect “the time of their visita- 
tion I” (Luke xix. 44.) 

3. The evil of a careless state of mind. Lot’s wife was not fully possessed 
of the fear proper to her situation. Led by the example of those among whom 
•she dwelt, she had no just view of the evil of sin. Left by her companions, 
she thought to return ; but the resolve was too late! Advance was as hope- 
less as retreat ! “ They say still unto them that despise Me — ‘ The Lord hath 
said ye shall have peace !’ And they say unto every one that walketh after 
the ima^nation of his own heart — ‘ No evil shall come upon you 1’ ” ( Jere- 
lUiah xxiii. 17.) But their “ judgment lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumbereth not.” (2 Peter ii. 3.) 

4. The misery of apostacy. Many have a disposition to what is right ; but 
there is nothing fixed — no true change. How many have been thus hindered 
in their course I Tliey were almost persuaded to be Christians, (Acts xxvi. 
28 ;) but they “ looked back and our Lord indicates that this disposition 
leads to condemnation : — “ No man having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke ix. 62.) 

5. The fearful state of mind, when God leaves the sinner, and abandons him 
to his own will. In the case of Lot’s wife, God could do no more, and tlie 
angels went on. The last desire for deliverance left her. She “ looked back” 
— stopped — and stood still for ever I She may have thought she could over* 
take her companions ; and such a thofight may have passed through your 
mind — that you could gain your former position, which you may have lost by 
your carelessness, when you please, and again become what you were before. 

Remember Lot’s wife 1”. Fear God’s desertion I It led to her abandonment 
and it may lead to yours ; — cleaving you to your folly and sin. He “ is joined 
to idols: let him alone!” (Hosea iv. 17.) Many think it hard, when they 
look back on the world from which they are called to come out ; but, if in a 
right state of mind, you can no longer enjoy it. You have loft the world. It 
may irown and complain ; %ut it is better to have it against you than in your 
favour. 

To all flight is necessary. Have you fled ? Are you in the act of flight ? 
Are you pressing on, or halting, or looking back ? “ Remember Lot’s wife!” 
There must be a separation. “ Come out of her. My people ; that ye be not 
partaker of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues !” (Revelation 
xviii. 4.) “ The Lord will destroy this city !” (Genesis xix. 14.) May you 
respond to the summons of His Word to quit it ! 

But you have made the renouncement. “ I am Thine !” (1 Kings xx. 4.) 
“ My heart is fixed I” (Psalms Ivii. 7.) You have said this, not capriciously, 
but as your habitual state of mind. Are you relapsing ? “ Remember Lot’s 
wifer !” And look up, when you think of this world as vain and deceptive ! 
Look up to the New Jerusalem ; and say of all else — ‘ We need it not !’ This 
world is “ reserved to fire! The elements shall melt with fervent heat ! The 
earth also, and the works that are therein, shall be burned up !” (2 Peter iii. 
7, 10.) Oh I what a fate is reserved ior it ; — when it shall be scorched by the 
lightings of heaven ! Could you then look up and say — We, according to 
IBs promise* look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness?” (2 Peter iii. 13.) Then, taking the course which God’s Word 
I>omtB out, ♦♦ beware lest ye also, being led away by the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own stedfastness 1” (2 Peter ill. 17.) May God bring us safely 
through that course ; and be it ours to say — and with this we conclude the 
discourse — We “ are not of them who draw back unto perdition ; but of them 
who believe to the saving of the soul !” (Hebrews x. 39.) 
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LECTURE VII. - 

Hostility to Savings-Banks is excitod among masters by the fear of their 
enabling workmen to hold out against them. This is conceding what we Jiiiyo 
argued for ; — that the workmen may become rich enough to be independoiii^^)^ 
the Poor’s Rates ; and we should like tr> see them able to dictate, in 
degree, the amount of their wages ; so that the latter might i^j^r a higlier 
proportion than at present to tlie Rent of Land, and the Propt ofStpfikJ*' 
Rather than a helpless and profligate crew, we should prefer a.i^ell paid and 
well princiiiled peasantry ; though ^hey might occasionally strme tb^ir tools, 
and hold out for higher wages.f But such fears are exaggcra:|9fcd. Tine two 
partitas would soon arrive at adjustment. Nature provides a^minst the 
restraint on marriage being carried too far ; so that wo may always oe sure of 
a sufticient supply of labourers. But the law of Pauperism does not carry the 
restraint far enough. It wore to bo wished that legislators would leave Nature 
alone ; and she would balance properly between animal instinct on the one 
hand, and self-preservation, or the higher principles of the mind, on the other. 

The alarm about Savings-Banks is chiefly confined to masters of small 
capital. But high wages are generally compensated for oy the higher value of 
the services rendered. In tliose parishes where low wages are ma^ up from the 
Poor’s Rates, the farmers complain of their W'ork being ill done ; but in those 
trades where the workmen are well paid, the iifterests both of masters and 
servants are better promoted. This is cheering ; as it shows that the improve- 
ment of tlie lower would be an advantage to the higher classes. 

It has the look of kindness to the poor, to n^lcc up their deficient wages 
from the Poor’s Rates. J But this is neutralized if it be shown, that the law 
creates the difficulty it provides for ; and that, by increasing the number of men 
a very Utile, it reduces wages very much,% It would have been better if law had 
ceased to interfere one step sooner ; — enacting ardeterminate virtue,” or “a 
virtue of perfect obligation,” instead of passing on to “ an indeterminate virtue,’* 
or virtue of imperfect obligation.**|j It is undeniable that marriage is 
precipitated, and vice increase^ by a law which palliates the consequences 
both of imprudence and of vice.^ Tne deficiency in wages being made up firom 
Rates determined by the higher classes, who will make them as low as 
possible, labourers are placed at the mercy of others, when they might have 
been the arbiters of their own condition.** Under the impression that they 
must be provided for, they will marry carelessly. They have no inducement 

^ For Dr. Chalmers's matured opinions on these two subjects, see Volume 20 of his Works 
("Political Economy," Volume 2), Pages 42 and 90. 

t " Combinations of Workmen for tho purperae of raising Wages” are considered at length 
in Chapters 20 and 21 of tho Lecturer's " Christian and Civic Economy,” Volume 3, Pages 
143 to 272*; republished In his "Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 2 (Volume 15 of 
his Works), Pages 334 to 395. 

Z See Lecture 5. Pago 1 15. " The Effect of a Poor-Rate, when applied in aid of Defective 
Wages,” forms the subject of a Chapter (18) in Dr. Chalmers’s "Christian and Civic 
Economy” (Volume 3, Pago 63) ; and in his " Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 2 
(forming Volume 15 of his Works), Page 267. 

{ See Lecture 5, Page 115 ; and Lecture 6, Page 138. 
li See Lecture 1, Page 52. 
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to economize ; and, when fluctuation occurs, they must submit to the terms of 
their employers. It is true, if the remuneration be very low, they receive assis- 
tance from the parish ; but when thousands are in the same condition, that 
allowanc e must be very meagre. Hence all are overworked, and the market is 
over distended, at the very time when it is most desirable that the excess 
should be cleared off. Here we see the evil caused by reckless improvidence 
on the part of workmen ; and, so far as the Poor’s Rate adds to their improvi- 
dence and their numbers, it aggravates the evil. 

But the possession of capital by the lower orders, would not only smooth 
fluctuations, but raise the average of their condition. The law of Pauperism 
has acted as a lying cheat, to lure them from the road to comfort and indepen- 
dence. M.any think their possession of capital would give them the power of 
combining at critical periods, and of overthrowing society *, but, so far as the 
experiment has been tried, it has proved their experiments to be groundless. 
When good wages are given, confidence prevails between master and men ; 
and if the latter be more costly as to wages, they are more valuable as to 
services.* 

Wo should not take so much pains with this problem, if the moral habits 
and even the Christianity of the people were not so linked with it. Many of 
youf will be appointed to Scottish parishes ; and may ward off from them a 
Poor-Law ; which, though bearing on its forehead the appearance of kind- 
ness, is their bitterest enemy in disguise. Teach your people the necessary 
duty of providing for their own ; that they may say with the apostle — “ These 
hands have ministered unto my necessities.” (Acts xx. 34.^ It is still arithme- 
tically true, that the eternity of one man is of more value than the temporal 
interests of an empire ; but so linked are they together, that a clergyman 
acting as I have recommended, is the best friend to the human race. You 
have nothing to fear from the people, as Talleyrand said, if you treat them 
with frankness. 

They are blessed who give j but they are more blessed who refrain from 
receiving. Do not spare the rich ; but give to the poor the second head of 
your discourses. Encourage those who are not able to give j but who are 
struggling to be kept from receiving. If they were a little more idle, they 
might obtain assistance. But no ! They try what they can do with more 
work and better management. The sum which they thus relinquish, they give 
to others who are more helpless. You may take the names of the original 
contributors ; but there is one contributor, still more noble, whoso name will 
not be in the catalogue. He might have got relief, but he refrained from 
taking it. The others gave of their abundance ; but he of the sweat of his 
brow, I hope, by your instructions, you will form hundreds of such men ; and 
will give them the sincere homage of your admiration. 

But suppose these men, from age or sickness, are obliged to receive 
aid : they may still carry into effect the same noble principle, by being as 
little burdensome as possible ; and, if they so act, they w^ill be recorded in the 
book of heaven as the beuefactors of their species. It is easy for the affluent 
to throw a gift into the treasury, and sit by the fire-side, and live as softly as 
before ; but the poor man who takes as little as possible, may have a receiving 
hand, but he has a giving heart ; and to him will be assigned, in the the day of 
reckoning, the blessedness of a giver ! J 

Ostensible benevolence does much mischief. It is better to practise that 
precept of Scripture, which enjoins us not to let our “ left hand know what” 
our ** right hand dooth” (Matthew vi. 3) ; which I am disposed to interpret 
into an injunction that, when disposed to give, we should not let those on our 
left hand know what we are doing to those on our right. § 

tjyr Ohalmera has entered into a fhll consideration of the Wages of Labour in the 
Seventeenth Chapter of his “ Christian and Civic economy,” Volume 3, Page 17. See 
Volume 15 of Hie Works (“ Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 2), Page 226. 
t Stutients of Divinity. 

X The strikifl^ views which are slightly touched upon here are carried out to a length 
more suited to their importance, in Dr. Chalmers’s Sermon on the “ Superior Blessedness 
of the Giver to that of the Receiver,” in Volume 1 1 of his Works (“ Sermons preached on 
Public Occasions”), Page 387. 

$ Savings-Banks, referred to in the conclusion of the last Lecture and the commencement 
of this, are treated at large in Chapter 19 of the Reverend Lecturer’s “ Christian and Civic 
Economy” (Volume 3, Page 108) ; republi^ed in Volume 15 of his Works (“Christian and 
Economic Polity,” Volume *,) Page 304. 
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“ And Enoch walked with God ."*' — Genesis v. 24. 

Holt Scripture abounds with descriptions of these two things : — coming 4:o 
God, and walking with God. The expressions in themselves imply an order of pre- 
cedence, because it is obvious, that, before a man can walk with God, he must 
have come to Him. I purpose this morning to give you some directions as to the 
way in which a restored man should walk with God. Before I proceed, how- 
ever, let me entreat you to remember, and seriously to ponder, that you have 
something far more important to do than merely to listen to me. You ha ve to 
bear in mind that there is a real transaction going on between you and Almighty 
God ; that He knows and sees what you are, and what you are thinking and 
feeling at this moment ; that eternity is at hand ; and that my si^aking to you 
is only one among many means which it has pleased God to appoint, in order to 
awaken you, to instruct you, to leave you without excuse, and so to vindicate 
His own honour and glory and truth in the day of judgment, whether you 
are saved or not. 

Why should not all men walk with God? The first man, in the 
first instant of his creation, so walked ; he lived with God ; going out 
and coming in, rising up and lying down, in hours of active industry and in 
hours of peaceful recreation, God was his constant companion, his guide, his 
friend. Adam knew this, and was happy. Why should not all his children so 
walk and be happy too ? The reason is, that before he had any children he 
himself ceased so to walk. He turned away from God and sinned ; conscious 
^It made him afraid, and fear made him fly. To fly effectually was impos- 
sible ; nothing could hide him from God : he was detected. A sense of g^t, 
accompanied with a sense of detection is intolerable. He could no longer en- 
dure the presence of the Searcher of his heart, and he therefore had recourse to 
a life among creatures. He could walk with them without being reproached ; 
he could stifle his sense of guilt among them, because it was not acoompmiied 
by a sense of detection by them, and therefore their companionship wlu rather 
soothing otherwise ; but the presence of God bad become woitewood to 
him. Thiils the root of that evil heart of worldliness, unbelief, and enmity, 
which to this day, and in all, has occasioned departure &om the living 
This is the real secret of the description which the aixistle gives, by inspira- 
tion, of every man in his natural state, that he is “ without God in the world 
not without Him considered geographically ha space, (that cannot be,) but 
without Him considered morally, through want of congeniality of character. 

Now, viewing men as they are, and as they are plainly and solemnly de- 
scribed to be in Holy Scripture, instead of asking — ‘ Why should not all mcm 
walk with God V — another and a very different question suggests itadlf — 

‘ How can any iflan walk with God in the enjoyment of familiar companion- , 
ship ? How can any descendant of Adam.retrace his father's steps, reascend 
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the height from which his father fell, and repose again in that happy home 
from which his father wickedly and wilfully exiled himself?’ jTliis is the 
question of questions, eternally vital to every one of us. Would to God that 
you were all touched with a deep, unfeigned concern about the answer to this 
question 1 O ! gracious and merciful God ! create and make such concern in 
every heart here present ; arouse every callous conscience, enlighten every 
dark mind, dissipate every dangerous delusion, give victory over every ensnar- 
ing temptation, and restore us — poor, helpless, wandering prodigals that we are 
— restore us to the heart, and the home, and the companionship of our God, 
that we may walk with Thee! 

My brethren, why should I tell you again what you all know already con- 
cerning the way to God ? Nay, rather let mq ask why should I not tell it you 
again and again ? why should I not reiterate that glorious way ? Angels 
never weary in praising it j devils never weary in execrating it ; infidels never 
weary in denying it ; converted men never weary in trusting it ; and let 
minister and people, therefore, never weary in proclaiming it, in honouring it, 
in magnifying it,* in adoring it. Jesus Christ “ is the Way.” Gracious, glori- 
ous name I J^esus Christ in the beginning was “ with God” and “ was God ;” 
Jesus Christ, in the fulness of time,” was with man, and waa man ; He was 
made flesli, Hie was “ made of a woman, made under the law God walking 

with men, that in and through Him, men, might walk with God. He came 
to reclaim and restore the wanderer, to regain the height from which Adam 
fell ; nay, more, to scale a height far above any where Adam ever stood, and 
to take His people with Him. “ I am come,” He said himself, “ that ye might 
have life and not only so — He added, “ and that ye might have it more 
abun^ntly more abundantly than in your Original creation. Not content 
with giving life to the extent that Adam posi^ssed it, from which I£s people 
might Ml as Adam fell, Jesus Christ gives life to the extent of a union with 
G(d, from which there is no fall. Hearken to His own wonderful description 
of " I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be one even as We are 
One, that the loye wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in 
them.” Marvellous, truly wonderful is this elevation. It is on this platform 
alone, that any man can walk with God. What was thus done in the fulness 
of the appointed time had been designed from the beginning. God sees the 
end from the begtaning ; notliing new can arise to perfect intelligence ; and 
from the beginning God acts on what is designed to the end. Christ is 
described in Holy Scripture as ** the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world j” slain in design — design which nothing could alter, nothing frus- 
trate. On the credit of that pilose “ ordered in all things and sure,” salva- 
tion was communicated to men in all ages of the world. The way to God by 
Christ was as true and as real, though not so plainly opened, in the days of 
iBh^h, as it U in our own. In that way, and in that way only, ** Enoch w^ed 
witn God Hod acting on the credit of His own purpose, and ministering 
thiit reconciliation to tl>e spirit of His servant, which, in the sequel of His pur- 
IMJse, w^ to be rendered righteous by the work of His dear Son, In Christ it 
was, that Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, won their way to holy fellowship 
with God ; aiid whether that way were announced as the “ seed of the 
wetoan,” the “ seed of Abraham,” or the “ seed of David whether it were 
decked as the ” burnt offering,” the “ bleeding Lamb,” or the ” mercy-seat 
it were foretold as the High priest, the faithful Pr^het, or the 
ylclionbus I^ing j whether it were predicted as the “ Branch,” the “Shepherd,” or 
ihe^ ** d|^^ qi ml nations whether it were proclaimed at itethleheml^ 
angels as “ Christ the Lord,” or, more {dainly still, by ^the apostil 
l^ii^i^yes, when, dllcd with the Holy Ghost, they went riirougn the cities of 
Greece, h^ng everywhere, to Jew and Gentle, that by the Mian Jesus Christ, 
dead and idire agidn, was preached fqr^venesa of sins ; still it was the same 
way from, first to last,— the same Alpha and Omega, the same Son of God, 
the same Son' pf man, the samS only Sayiohr, God in Christ, walking in pardon- 
ing love Woiigst fallen men, that resibred men through Christ might walk 
in mtehd Ibfe Wfth God. This, this is the way— the only way. 

jipw I dea^ to give you, as plainly and scripturally as possible, some 
insiruptions in rererehce to this walk with God. Inrst, then, my friends, and 
dhielest, because it sechre the rest, walk conhdently with God. Confidence 
is constantly bppbsdd to suspidbn. In so far as confidence la increased, you 
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entertain no suspicion ; and in so far as suspicion is entertained, you feel no 
confidence. Now 1 put it thus because it may be of use to some of you to 
perceive, tliat as soon as you withdraw confidence from God, you are really 
suspecting God. 1 am well aware, my friends, of the ready answer, ♦ Oh! far bo 
it from us to suspect God — ^it is ourselves we suspect when our doubts over- 
come us.’ That is a mistake. You will perhaps think it strange when I tell 
you, and yet you will find it true, that you do not suspect yourselves. You 
know yourselves to be sinners — it is past suspicion, it is certainty ; and if the 
promises of God had been made only to such men and women as are not 
sinners, then you could not be expected to exercise confidence in them for 
yourselves. But is it not a fact, that the promises of pardoning love and 
saving grace are made to men and women who are sinners ? Why not then 
exercise confidence in them ? Is it because you suspect yourselves ? I tell 
you nay ; you do not suspect yourselves to be sinners — you know that you are 
sinners, you know that you are precisely the description of persons to wliom 
the promises are made. Why, then, not confide in them ? Because you sus- 
pect that God will not keep them to sinners — although He made them to 
sinners. Consider, my dear friends, what I say. Take it seriously to heart, 
that you deceive yourselves when you suppose that you suspect yourselves. 
No, the suspicion is on the other side, and a most unworthy one it is. You 
suspect God ; you suspect that He will not keep to sinners promises whidi 
nevertheless He made to sinners. Now this ought not to be so ; for Gck^I is 
“ faithful and true.” ** Hath He said, and shall He not make it good ? hath 
He spoken and sliall it not come to pass ?” St. Paul says of Him, in writing 
to the Corinthian church — “ God is faithful, by whom ye were called into the 
fellowship of His Son Jesus Cluist our I-ori” “ God is faithful.” Our con- 
fidence rests upon His faithfulness. Shrink not back, then, into the deceit 
that you do not suspect Him, but yourselves. It is not so ; unbelief suspects 
Him. Yet He cannot, in fact, deny Himself. No one can be unfaithful to 
another without first being unfaithful to himself *, no one can injure another 
without first injuring himself ; no one can rob another of his property without 
first robbing himself of his honesty ; and God cannot disappoint any one who 
trusts in His truth without being Himself guilty of falsehood. He cannot 
lie ; He is “ faithful and true.” He describes His people in Holy Scripture 
as found of Him — “ dead in trespasses and sins j” He describes them as 
“without strength,” and by various other phrases, as strongly descriptive of 
sinful creatures as any that He can find ; and while He is so describing them, 
in the very same breath, as it were, in the very same sentence. He “commends 
His love to them, in that wiiile they were yet sinners Christ died for them.” 
Now do you know, or can you find, anything to say of yourselves more than 
what God says of you at the very moment when He is commending His love to 
you ? Jesus Christ died for sinners and rose again. This fa a faithful and 
true saying of God, meant to be confided in, worthy to be received with con- 
fidence by every man. Receive it with confidence. And if you say — ‘ We do 
believe this truth, we cannot doubt the truth that Christ di^ for sinners and 
rose again then hear another — “ He that believeth is justified from all 
things, from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses he that 
believeth ** has passed from death unto life.” This is another faithful saying, 
worthy to be received with confidence by every man. Receive it with con- 
fidence ; and what follows? You are “justified from all things you have 
fargiveness of sins ; you have the “ blessedness of the man, to whom God will 
not impute sin,” “ the blessedness of the man whose iniquity is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered,” the blessedness of the man to whom Goa “imputeth 
righteousness without works.” Lay tins to your hearts, and “walk with 
God.” 

Is ft possible, then, to declare the Gospel proclamation too freely ? Nq, it 
is impossible $ language cannot do it We are stammerers at the best and 
cannot prodatm the blessing with the freedom with which God bestows it. 
It is for lack of this overflowing faeeness, that we succeed so rarely in bringing 
men to repentance. Nothing can change man’s mind towards God but the 
overflowing pardoning of God towiurds man ; the enmity that is tirere, 
cannot be extracted by any process but the suction of tender pardoning love ; 
and there is nothing which can touch the chords of real pmiitenoe in a (tinner’s 
heart, and make them vibrate, but the finger of free fcagiveness ; they he too 
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deep for anything else. The law may lacerate, but it cannot vibrato to cause 
penitence in the heart ; it may cause the hand to be raised against the flesh ; 
it may cause tlie scourge to be resorted to, and bodily austerity to be inflicted ; 
it may cause “rivers of oil” to be poured out fot the sin of the soul ; it may 
cause <*ostly sucriiiee ; but it can never j)roduce penitential feeling. Con- 
fidence in pardoning love, and a generous shame at the doing or thinking what 
is hateful to Ood, are twin-born graces in every Christian’s soul. Itepeiitanec 
is not a duty originating with man, wdiicli lie must [icrforin and juesent unto 
God in order that afterwards, ami b(*eaiise of tliis, be may receive forgiveness ; 
but it is a blessing bestowed by G«)d upon man, vrben God is niijiistering to 
man’s spirit the eonvietioii of forgiveness, it then be(!oiues a part of the 
description of the man who rerteives forgiveness ; and because it is a part of 
his description, it is mistaken by many as if it were a preliminary condition. 
It is our high privilege to proelaim forgiveness of sins, and to declare that God 
absolves “nil them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe llis holy 
Gospel;’* and what then? Let us pray to Him tliat lie may “ grant us 
true repentance, and His IIolj^ Spirit.” There are two clauses descriptive 
of the man whom God blesses, and both clauses are then made subjects of 
prayer. It is not as though tlmy were preliminary conditions to be wrought 
by man ; tliey are, in truth, preparatory blessing bestowed by God ; and they 
are bestowed in order that, while grateful love to Him arises in the heart, a 
penitential feeling in reference to our own condition may arise also ; and that, 
while we are overflowing with unutterable gratitude for His mercy, we may 
fall before Him in the dust and cry, “ God bo merciful to mo a sinner !” Yes, 
my brethren, and it is just when you arc most assured that He is merciful, 
that you will most feel yourselves sinners ; and it is when you know without 
doubt that He will show mercy, that your supplications for mercy will be re- 
doubled. Confidence that He will liave mercy, and prayer that He may hiiv(» 
mercy, always go together. 

If, then, you would “walk with God,” cultivate this confidence. Walkvrith- 
out suspicion ; remember who and what He is, and trust Him. If only tlu)se 
who are free from sin could trust Him, wfliat were this ? There is no 
glory here, comparatively sjieaking. It is, indeed, directly and positively, a 
glorious thing, for a holy creature, standing in its original into^ity, to enjoy 
God and walk with God, and never to separate from God, which is the posi- 
tion of the holy angels ; but the glory of this position is, as it were, “ no glory by 
reason of the' glory that cxeclleth ;”and the “glory that excelleth” is redeeniiug 
glory, which stoops to the dust and takes a iKBggar from the dunghill to set 
him among princes, which discovers in the deep of God’s almighty recources a 
way, and a righteous way, of turning a rebel into a child, a persecutor into an 
apostle, a fiend into a saint. Know ye not, that “ the saints shall judge 
angels ?” Tliis is the most glorious thing that we know of God, “the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus,” whereby the sinner is brought to trust in Him ; 
and the glory of this is magnified, when, in despite of infirmity, in defiance of 
sin, after the tempter has actually succeeded in drawing the Christian into 
some false path, confidence in God triumphs, and the broken ajid bleeding 
heart, under a sense of guilt, opens itself to God, and says — “ Against Thee, 
Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight, that Thou mightest 
be justified when Thou speakest, and clear when Thou judgest ; restore to me 
the joy of Thy free Spirit, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.” Remember, 
dear friends, always rcrnemlier in this connection, that it was after the man of 
God,^ the prophet specially inspired to dedareGod’s message, bad plainly said to 
the sinning king, “ God hath put away thy sin,** that the penitent psalm was 
felt and written. If David had never been assured that his sin was forgiven, 
he would never have repented ; he could not have written the psalm, he could 
not have felt it ; ho could not have loved God agidn, for the sense of guilt would 
have risen as a mountain separating between him and God. It was the assur- 
ance of that,, mountain being levelled before the pardoning mercy of God in 
ChrisL whioli enabled him to life liis bleeding heart again to his Father, and 
weep in holy penitence. 

Walk, thmi, confidingly with God, Entertaid^o suspicions of His love. I 
know the apprehensions which may arise in some tender consciences and anxious 
hearts. I know the secret alarm which some begin to feel, and the palpitation 
pocasioned by that alarm, as the question suggests itself, < Is not this to deal 
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rashly wi til sin — is it not to countenance transgression?* Nay, my friends, 
what is the remedy ? I am prepared to feel, with the most anxious among 
you, the exceeding depth of transgression, and the bitterness wliich it ought 
to bring, and does bring, on the believer’s heart ; but what is the remedy, I 
ask again — to the most anxious sinner among you, I say, What is the 
remedy ? My dear brethren, I wish you to sec that the remedy lies in confi- 
dence in spite of the sin ; and there is no other remedy. Strive at reforma- 
tion! Alas! the more you 'Strive, the more you fail. Vou cannot touch 
the sore place ; it eludes all your toils, it lies far too deep for your self- 
imposed penances. Pray and struggle as you will, there lurks the deadly 
mischief; the shaft is too deep to be extracted by such eflbrls as yours. 
Where is the remedy ? Compensation ! How can you make comiieusation 
for sin ? I know, tliat if you have defrauded any man, it is your duty to make 
compensation ; but the sin remains on your conscience still. W hat can put it 
away ? What can restore the heart ? What can give fresh vigour for the 
service of God ? What can cause a real loatliing of the way in which you have 
w'andered and soiled your spiritual garments ? Nothing, nothing but confi- 
dence that God has pardoned you. You will never walk with comfort or hap- 
piness, you will never walk with holiness, you will never walk with a consci- 
ousness of victory over habitual sins, unless you walk confidingly. Oh I then, 
lay it to your heart this morning, tliat no matter what you have done, God 
loves you. What a saying is this ! Yet it is not too much ; it is exactly what 
God himself says. God loves sinners ; “ He so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son’* for it. Oh, lay it to heart, I repeat, that, no mattter 
what you have done, God loves you. This is the way to go home liappy. If 
you realise what I liave now said, you will feel more happiness than you have 
ever felt before, unless you belong to those who have already cxiierienced its 
blessedness, and you will dismiss all suspicion about His hearkening to your 
prayers. Wo aro taught by our church this morning, that God is “ always 
more ready to hear than w^e to pray ;’* a most faithful saying — He is “ always 
“ready to hear ;** it is according to His own method, to hear tliem lliat call ui>on 
Him, and He declares that “every one that asketh receiveth.*’ And when the 
hour of trial comes, and you feel that you do not receive, rcmemlxir that, in 
fact, you only do not receive in the way that you were expecting to receive. 
There are many thousand ways in which God may be giving and you receiving. 
He docs not say that “ every one that asketh receiveth” in the way that he 
himself desires. You may be asking for other departments in His service, or for 
victory over some sin, and He may he answering your prayer in a way which 
you little think of ; lie may be answering your i^raycr by a long season of hu- 
miliation, and of apprehension on your part, which shall presently issue in His 
glory and in 3'our own good. Hut you must exercise patience ; and while you 
exercise patience, do not admit suspicion, but cultivate an assurance that 
God is hearkening to jirayer, and answering prayer, whether you can ace 
precisely how or not. Is it not written by the faithful One, “ livery one that 
asketh receiveth, and he that seeketb findoth, and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened ?*’ Is He not true ? Do«^s He break His Word ? Will you 
suspect God ? You may have already yielded to the subtle deceit that you 
suspect yourselves. You do, in 'reality, however, no such thing; it is God 
w^hom you susjiect when you have unbelief. Dismiss all unworthy suspicions 
of Him at once ; and believe that He does hear and will hear. When a sense of 
unworthiness to come to Him steals over your heart ; when the recollection of 
having offended Him causes a blush of shamo to mantle your check, and, as 
you kneel down to sjieak to Him, you are ready to say, ‘ Oh ! how can I <iare 
to come, after having so offended Him ?* — ^remember that it is written of Him 
that “ He upbraideth not.** He is not like a mania that respect In the best 
and kindest of human beings there is, alas ! more or less of upbraid] ng, and 
you feel this when you approacli a fellow-creature whom you have ofiended. 
But of God it is written, “ He giveth liberally and upbraideth not.** This was 
notiwd by one who felt the subject on whicdi I am now speaking, and wrote 
Christian songs upon it, more than one of which we have often sung. In 
writing on the history of Manasseh, tlie king of Israel, and his pardon by the 
God of Israel, onr sweet poet said — 

“ Ho did not upbraid hifti 
With what ho had done. 

But instantly made bitn 
A saint and a son.” 
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Oh ! then, my dear brethren, dismiss suspicion, and walk in reference to 
your prayers, as well as in reference to His love, confidingly with God. 

On another point, I would exhort you to dismiss suspicion ; and that is, in 
reference to His persevering care over you to the end. Now hearken to the 
faithful and true One once more ; “ Pear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” What words are these from the 
faithful and true One ! He addresses them as persons placed in circumstances 
calculated to cause fear, admitting the dangers by which, in their own estima- 
tion, they are surrounded. But He says, Fear not,” “ fear not, little flock.” 
It is “ a little flock a flock of sheep in the midst of wolves, easily terrified ; 
but, ** fear not,” says God. And if you look at the language of Jehovah to 
that nation which stood so long as a type of His church, you will find again 
and again, reiterated with the utmost tenderness and the most pathetic love, 
the exhortation, ” Fear not ;” ” Fear not, thou worm Jacob ; fear not, for I 
am with thee ; 1^ not dismayed, for I am thy God ; I will strengthen thee, yea I 
will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.” 
So speaks the faithful and true One $ and hearken to the response of a confid- 
ing child — “ I will not fear what man can do unto Me ;” “the Lord is my light 
and my salvation ; whom shall I fear ? the Lord is the strength of my life ; of 
whom shall 1 be afredd ? When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 
came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and^Iell Though an host 
should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear ; though war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident.” “ We may boldly say, I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me.” This promise is not made for one particular 
period of the believer’s life, but for every period. It may be pleaded every 
morning, so as to put away suspicion for that day ; and thus is it a portion of 
our daily bread, and by means of it we may dispel suspicion of our Father’s 
love morning by morning, and walk in* the strength of that food all the day 
through. 

There are other features connected with ourwalk with God, which I may 
not attempt to enlarge upon now $ and I am the more sorry for this, because 
the combination is so important. 1 have only enlarged upon one feature, 
which is, that we should walk confidingly. Together with this, let me say, it 
is our privilege to walk obediently, which is very important in the connection. 
It is also our privilege to walk humbly and to walk patiently with God. These 
points I must leave. 1 shall again take up the subject if spared till the even- 
ing, when I shall proceed with these other portions of our walk with God. I 
am not afraid to leave this subject of confidence by itself, although for a full 
view of scriptural truth there should he a combination of other features with it. 
But, of itself, it is so blessedly true, and so sanctifying when felt, that I am not 
afraid, 1 repeat, to leave it by itself. If any man presume, on the ground of 
such confidence, to continue in sin, it is only toausc he does not understand it ; 
it is because he has never felt it ; it is because he has laid hold of words with- 
out feeling their force, and is trying to find an excuse for continuing in sin. 
Such a man will . find, in the Bible itself, abundance of excuses for continuing 
in sin ; in looking for excuses he will be answered according to hiShOwn idols, 
and fall into the trap that he has laid for himself. But the upright shall walk 
uprightly, and the children of God shall be delivered. Their sober confidence 
is their strength. They have a confidence to which others are strangers ; and 
whilb ** pride goeth before a fall,” with the lowly is safety. 

Oh ! then, dear brethren, cultivate this walk with God. Keep near to Him 
by Jesus Christ. Christ is the basis of this nearness ; and 1 invite you, with 
ail hefiy confidence, to avail yourselves of that basis. And as you have been 
taught to regard Jesus Christ as the basis of salvation ; as you are rooted in 
Him and established in the faith, beware lest by any man’s false philosphy, or 
by the vain deceits and traditions of the world, you are drawn away from the 
true path. In Christ, remcfiWber, “ dwelleth aU the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily and “ ye are complete in Him.” With these words— as perfect as 
any which language contains to express any idea^with these words of the 
Holy Ghost by the apostle, I conclude for the present — “ Ye are complete in 
Him.” 
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“ And Enoch walked with Gorf/*— Genesis v. 24. 

A <iUE8TiON put by the prophet Amos connects itself closely with our 
subject. He asks, “Can two walk together except they be agreed?" 
JEnoch must have had agreement with God, or he could not have walked with 
Him. The same is true concerning Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, all the 
prophets, and true believers in all ages, concerning whom it may with pro- 
priety be said, that they “ walked with God.” The disagreement was in and 
by Adam ; the agreement is in and by Christ. All who are in Adam walk 
** contrary” to God — as He himself expresses it in expostulating with the 
Jews : “ I have walked contrary to you, and you have walked contrary to Me.” 
All who are in Christ are changed from that contrariety, and “ wjilk with 
God.” Unrenewed men cannot walk with Christ, and renewed men cannot 
walk with Adam ; “ for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness ? what communion hath light with darkness ? what concord hath Christ 
with Belial ? what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols ? for yc are the temple of the living 
God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them.” 

We have already considered the agreement here referred to in the merito- 
rious ground of, it supplied in the person and work of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and in the moral application of it as suitable to man^s peculi^ 
condition. I endeavoured to show you briefly this morning what that condi- 
tion is, and the nature of the agreement bringing the sinner to God ; and 1 
then proceeded to give you some directions m to how the restored Wiever 
should walk with God. I especially called your attention to the privilege, as 
well as duty, of walking confidingly with God, removing all suspicion with 
regard to His love for you, with regard to Ilis forgiveness of your sins. His 
readiness to hear your prayers, and His persevering watchfulness and care 
over you even to the end ; and I promised to give you further directions this 
evening in reference to this walk with God. 

And, first, walk obediently with God; in other words, be diligent in 
keeping His commandments. 

This is the plain call of the Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples, both those 
who were originally around Him and those who were to follow in all ages : 
“ If ye love Me, keep My commemdments.” This is the plain practical appeal 
which is to be made to men who complain concerning their religious foelipgs. 
When, under some of the circumstances which we imagined this morning, 
men complain of a want of confidence in God, a want of enjoyment in religion, 
of interest in prayer ; when they complain of the darkness and desolation 
which belong to a state of backsliding from God, and when they secretly 
desire to have all the attempts at remedy which are applied to them applied 
only to their feelings, that they may recover a comfortable state of mind, we 
must not forget, in the mean time, their practice ; and it is one of the wisest 
courses to adopt with a man so situated, to call attention to his daily conduct 
Is there no plain and obvious duty neglected# Is there no commandment 
practically slighted ? Is there a vigorous discharge of all that is known to be 
right ? He will not say so ; but persons so situated excuse themselves, or 
endeavour to excuse themselves, by pleading the state of their feelings. They 
have no heart for spiritual occupations. They have given over the attempt 
to pray, because they have not not been able to enjoy it when they liave . 
made it ; they have given over the attempt to read their Bible, because when 
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they have opened the sacred^ page they have not been able to enjoy the 
perusal. Now what would you say to a school-boy who attempted to excuse 
himself for not getting his lessons, by saying he was in a bad humour for his 
books ? If the bad humour were allowed as an excuse for his not getting his 
lessons, that bad humour would increase upon him, and he would keep up his 
idleness as an excuse for not learning. Thus, there are many pleading their 
uncomfortable state of mind, in reference to their Christian experience, as an 
excuse for a dereliction of plain, practical duty ; and the consequence is, that 
that state of mind grows upon them ; that which seems to them to be an 
excuse for their dislike to plain, self-denying duty, grows and is perpetuated. 
Now, my brethren, one of the things connected with our duty of walking 
continually with God is this, that under such a state of mind we should not 
allow bad humour to be pleaded as an excuse for neglecting duty ; in 
other words, we should not allow want of enjoyment in obedience to keep us 
from obedience itself. Say that there are two things connected with a spiritual 
duty, the outward act and the inward enjoyment. Well, the enjoyment is 
gone ; you lack something which is requisite for enjoyment ; your views are 
dark ; your circumstances have become so disturbed, so perplexed, either in 
the business or in the family, that you are not happy in the outward act. 
But is that any reason why the outward act itself should be given over ? 
You cannot enjoy the service of God as you once did ; you cannot enjoy public 
prayer as you did formerly : is that any reason why you should absent your- 
self from the house of prayer ? Is there some infirmity upon you, so that you 
cannot maintain attention during the time of prayer ; and will you make tliat 
an excuse for not attending to prayer at all ? This is precisely what 1 wish 
to bring before you ; this is the real practical turning point of your walking 
obediently with God. Go as far as you can. If you cannot have the enjoy- 
ment, nevertheless do the act ; if you cannot have your heart in it, at least 
put your hand to it j if you cannot have the precious delight of reading with 
emotion, you may still have the precious consciousness of reading with earnest- 
ness and determination. Open your Bible and read it; expand your soul. 
Cleave to the duty ; walk obediently ; and keep God’s commandments as far 
as you can. Oh 1 do not allow the want of enjoyment in the duty to be 
pleaded by a treacherous heart as an excuse for non-performance. 

Now in this matter of obedience in walking with God there are three charac- 
teristics which belong of right to true Christian obedience. It will, in the first 
place, be unreserved, without any fear of excess. Obedience to God cannot 
be carried too far. There are many persons who complain of excess in religion, 
but if religion lie of the right kind it cannot be excessive. What is the first 
great commandment ? “ Tliou shalt love the Lord thy God.” Ilow much, — 
how well, — how earnestly ? “ With all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.” Can we do more than “ all ?” 
Where, then, is excess possible ? There ought to be fervour about our service 
of God. We ought not to take it quietly. Shall every idol to be found in the 
affairs and amusements, occupations and possessions of this world have its en- 
thusiastic servants, and shall the living God have only cold half-hearted ser- 
vice? Shall enthusiasm in every other department be held praiseworthy, and 
enthusiasm in the service of God be condemned? We have enthusiasts in 
every department of literature, and they all seem to take pleasure and even to 
glory in their enthusiasm. There are enthusiasts in astronomical studies, 
enthusiasts in botany, enthusiasts in chemistry, enthusiasts in practical sci- 
ence — in short, the world is full of enthusiasts, early and late devoting all their 
powers, and dri^wing all their reading, in one direction ; and, instead of being 
ashamed to avow it, if they are asked why they so spend their time, they mag- 
nify their idol ; they say, * Oh, it is such a glorious study, it is such a noble 
pursuit, — a study, a pursuit, deserving the whole time and energies of those 
who engage in it.’ They are not ashamed to say whom or what they serve, 
and society applauds them ; in ninety-nine cases out of every hundred enthu- 
siasts in the things of this world are considered praiseworthy. How strange 
then, is it, what a fatality must have befallen the Christian world, when the 
only enthusiasm which is described as bigotry, is that which is connected with 
the service of God I Let there be no lack of genuine earnestness in your obedi- 
ence to God ! Cultivate such a love for Him as shall extend itself over every- 
thing connectiiHl with Him, with His service, with His tnith, witli His name, 
and with His honour in the world. You can perceive tlic eflect of love towards 
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• a fellow-creature, when his character and his j^ood name in society are tam- 
pered with. Do you love any one, and will you sit quietly to hear him slan- 
dered ? Why even tlie heathen could see how base this were. Even a heathen 
poet, in denouncing it, could tell his readers to look upon the man who would 
hear an absent friend blamed, or attacked, without dotending him, as a vile, a 
black, a hideous, and a revolting character, requiring to be shunned by alL 

• * “ Absentem qui rodit amicum ; 

Qvd non defendit, alio culpanto ; « « 

«««««««* 

* * hie niger eat: hunc tu, Romano, caveto." 

So said the old Roman poet, and we feel the truth of what he said. What sort of 
friend is that who will hear his friend slandered and not take his i)art ? and 
what sort of love to Christ can you have if you will hear Him slandered and 
not take His part ? If you can hear the doctrines of His glorious Gospel mis- 
represented ; if you can hear truth and falsehood ‘mingled together, while the 
awful assertion is advanced, that we cannot tell which is which, what sort of love 
can you have to Him if you do not boldly venture, at the risk of being laughed at, 
to declare whoso you are and whom you serve ? Oh, walk obediently witli God, 
by loving Him and keeping His commandments, and forwarding His truth and 
His honour. There is a strange lack of this manifestation of love for the Lord 
among professing Christians ; there is a strange extension of liberality amongst 
men who profess to love the Gospel — a liberality, which leads them to say, 
‘ Oh! we must not interfere with the opinions of others, we must not even ven- 
ture to say that we have got the truth.* Have you, then, no confidence in 
the truth, or do you think that we see and know nothing of it? 

I will suppose that you arc walking confidingly with God ; and now I ask 
you to walk obediently with God. And let your obedience be an unreserved, 
warm-lieart('d, zealous, faithful obedience, an obedience of love which is ready 
at all times, as love is ready j — for love is jealous of opportunities ; true love 
is always ready to take the part of the person beloved, — his name, his fame, 
and everything connected with him, is dear to those that love him. 

Walk, then, unreservedly, in the love of the Lord with all its glorious 
consequences. And walk obediently with God in the second commandment as 
well as the first. The second cornmandraent has reference to our neighbours. 
Now here 1 shall find less difficulty in urging unreserved and zealous 
olxjdience. Who advocates moderation in honesty ? Who advocates modera- 
tion in truth ? What is niorleration in truth ? It is a palliation of some 
falsehood. What is moderation in honesty ? A i>alliatioa of some little 
dishonesty. No one advocates this. What is moderation in religion, — 
moderation in obedience ? A palliation of some irreligion and some disobe- 
dience. Many advocate this. Moderation in religion I Shame, shame on 
those who use such language. ** Moderation in honesty,” says the thief. 
Moderation in honesty is all the thief wants. He does not want to be always 
dishonest, only sometimes, when it suits him. Moderation in truth is what the 
liar wants ; he does not want always to tell lies, only when it suits him. 
* Moderation in truth,’ then, is the liar’s phrase, * moderation in honesty’ is 
the thief’s ; and what is it to be moderate in religion, cxcei>t to show that we 
do not love the Lord ? Again, I say, shame on such language. Oh 1 my 
friends, let us know nothing about moderation in religion. We ought to be 
moderate about everything else, and to “ let our moderation he known unto 
all men,” for the end of time is near at hand. In religion “ whatever your 
hand findeth to do, do it with all your might, for there is no device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave w’ hither you are hastening.” Now is the 
time. 

By means of this contrast between the method in which men treat the s^nd 
commandment, and that in which they treat the first, you see the migodlin^s 
of society. Why do they not relish moderation in honesty ? Because dis- 
honesty would injure their property. And why do they relish moderation in 
religion ? Because they do not care one farthing for God’s honour or God’s 
truth ; that is the real secret. But walk ye olxjdiently with God, unre- 
servedly, without fear of excess. Only sec that your religion is of the right 
kind, and there cannot be excess in it. There cannot be too much love of 
God ; there cannot be too much honesty ; there cannot be too much truth. 
No man is too true, no man is too honest, and no man has too much love to 
God. XiCt these tlimgs be in you and abound ; and let this be one character- 
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ifltic of your obedience, tliat it is unreserved, without fear of excess. So 
with God. 

Another characteristic of Christian obedience is, that it is universal, extend- 
ing to ail the commandments of God. There is scarcely any man but would 
find it easy to keep some of the commandments. No man is tempted to sin 
in every dfrection or in every particular. Some men have no constitutional 
temperament for certain sins, or their position in society frees them from 
liability to commit them. 1 may be speaking, for example, to some man at 
this moment who has no tendency to dishonesty. His situation in society, 
his easy circumstances, his natural disposition, his uprightness of principle, 
his long drill in habits of integrity in business, together with his acquired 
Christian principles and feelings, ^ work together to the same end s he hfw 
not the slightest temptation, it may be, towards dishonesty, and if I were to utter 
an exhortation against it here, such a man would feel that it did not belong to 
him, as he had no leaning that way. But, then, that very man may have a 
strong leaning some other way, which is equally wrong and equally opposed to 
some other commandment. The very man who is regular and punctual and 
honourable in his business may have an itching for slander ; he may be a man 
who gives a loose to his tongue in conversation and takes away his neighbour’s 
reputation recklessly. As 1 said before, no man is liable to be strongly 
tempted to sin in every direction. Now the risk is, my friends, that such 
persons will make ohedicnco to those commandments which are congenial 
to them, an obedience which costs them little or nothing — a sort of compsation 
or set' off for disobedience to others, and that they wUl satisfy themselves in 
their own minds when they transgress by 8 a 3 nlng, ‘ Well, it is only tliis one, 
and all the others, or most of them, are kept ; no one is perfect, every one fails 
somewhere.’ In tliis way the darling sin may be fostered ; the constitutional 
tendency, through which the power of Christian character leaks away, may be 
encouraged ; and the soft unction may be laid to the soul, that all is safe, be- 
cause other commandments are not broken. Take heed of this ; beware, I 
entreat you ; for all the commandments rest on the same authority, and lie 
who said, ** Thou shalt not kill,” said also, “ Thou shalt not commit adultery,” 
and He who said, ** Thou shalt not bear false witness,” said also, ** Thou shalt 
not covet”,! If, then, thou bear no false witness, yet covet, where is real defer- 
ence to the authority of God ? Many are deterred from sinning by the fear 
of exposure amongst men, who are not deterred by any regard for the autho- 
rity of God. In this way, the opinion of society, the fear of public censure, 
the dread of losing caste and standing among men — that peace and comfort 
which belongs to respect amongst our fellows — stops the flood of ungodliness 
in many cases in which it would otherwise rush on unimpeded in its course. 
For this we have reason to be very thankful, as far as tliis world is con- 
cerned ; but public opinion, with its attendant circumstances, is a very groat 
snare, and deference to it is by thousands mistaken for religion. Multitudes 
are kept within the hounds of obedience by reference to the tyrant opinion, 
who pay no regard whatever to the authority of God. Now, my dear Chris- 
tian brethren, it is your privilege to be obedient, with , reference to God’s 
authority its^f ; it is your privilege to look tiirough and beyond the opinion 
of men and the demands of society, and to consider that you are serving, not 
men, but God. It. is very true that while you are serving Him, you will 
secure these other things ; it is very true that He has thrown all these other 
ttogs into the scale over and above the privileges connected with His ser- 
vice ; it is very true that a man cannot serve God aright without securing 
all that is valuable, whatever may he said by cavilling objectors, with regard 
to respect, real respect, in society. But still it is your privilege — and I 
exhort you to think of this when walking with God — to realise His authority 
in what you axe doing, observing His law in what you refrain from, rather 
than keeplDg on the verge of swety for yourselves in society. Let this prin- 
ciple be extended to every commandment. I know, indeed, that I exhort you 
to follow a high standard. But have I not reason ? Have I not sho^n you 
cause for this ? Has not the Lord Jesus Christ raised you upon a high plat- 
form ? Has Hie not raised you from the dead in Himself, and is it not as 
persons who are alive from the dead that you are called upon to yield your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God? I do not ask men to 
fiy without wings ; I do not ask them to walk with God without grace. I ain 
speaking to them that are in Christ Jesus ; I am speaking to thorn who 
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delight to hear of the glorious work of the Saviour, and who took an interest 
in my words this morning, when I exhorted them to walk cooddingJy with 
God. Speaking to such, I ask you, my brethren, to deal fairly and honestly 
with yourselves, and not to allow the ensnaring subtleties of your own 
deceitful hearts to keep you back from the performance of plain, obvious 
duties. Be diligent, manly, stedfast, in the discharge of what you know to 
be duty : depend upon it that that is one of the best methods, and God will 
honour it as such, of obtaining healthful spiritual good. In the meantime, 
however, be diligent in duty. Set your hand to the work in every Erection, 
and especially with reference to the sin by which you are most subtlely assailed* 
You have more need to be zealous there, than with respect to other tilings 
which do not constitute your special temptations. Where you hnd the 
enemy strongest, there especially ^ve stedfast resistance. Bemcmbcr that 
the Christian life, like the natural, is liable to injury at every point. If one 
single artery in the human body be opened, it will* lead to death as certainly, 
though not so instantaneously, as if all the arteries had been oi^ned. In like 
manner, one indulged iniquity will sap the foundations of Christian integrity 
in everything, and raise such a storm in the conscience, as will hinder you 
from holding commimion with God. Be diligent, then, and in unreserved and 
universal submission, walk obediently with God. 

One characteristic more I must give 3'ou o! Christian obedience, and that 
is, that it is persevering ; not content with occasional efforts, but abiding. 
Now this is difficult. You have two enemies to contend against in maintain** 
ing a persevering obedience, one a common and constant enemy, the otlier an 
occasional one. The first is monotony ; the daily round of plain, uninterest- 
ing duty, the daily tread in the same step, over and over again. I said tread; 
for the life of almost every man is like a treadmill. He walks his round — he 
must do it again ; he walks in his path of business — he must go there again ; 
he engages in his letter writing or correspondence, whatever may be its 
nature — he must do so again ; be goes to his shop, or his counting house — lie 
must visit it again ; round and round, day after day the same duty to be per- 
formed, the plodding work of every day alike. Now thero is a want of 
variety about this, a want of excitement ; and the best test of a man’s princi- 
ples lies in the steadfastness with which he perseveres in despite ^ tins 
monotony, finding an interest in the occux>ation through the high jirinciple on 
which he obeys. The interest which keeps most men in tliis round of duty, 
is pecuniary, the absolute necessities of the family — their own necessities. 
They must do a certain work or they cannot get a living; they must lie back, 
morning after morning on the tread, or matters will go wrong ; they must be 
in their shop or they will offend their customers. The interest which induces 
them to go this roimd so readily is that of money—an interest in the neces- 
saries of life. Here, again, it is your privilege to rise higher. I know well 
that if you serve God He will add all these things unto you ; I know that if 
you *‘seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” all the necessaries 
of life will be secured to you and your families. But this should not be jnmt 
motive as Christians. It is your privilege to know that, while serving God, 
you will get these, as it were, into the bargain. You are to rise liigher than 
this in a persevering obedience ; and while you go out in the morning as 
other men, and work at your business like other men, so far as the outward 
man is concerned, it is your privilege as Christians, engaged in the service of 
the Lord, to realise a motive at the mention of which the man of the world 
would laugh, saying, ** Ah I it is all very well to tell us about your motives ; 
but your real motive is to provide for yourselves and your families.” The 
worldly man cannot judge of what is going on within, he can only see the 
outwalk act. But it is, in fact, your privilege to have a higher motive, giving 
to your conduct a better tone and character, than that of the worldly man. 
You realise God’s appointment in placing you in that veiy business ; you see 
that His providence has put you there, and you thank Him for the health of 
body and mind by which you are enabled to follow your daily drudgery ; and, 
giving God thanks for the power which you possess to carry on your work, 
in the midst of it, and morning by morning, as you go to it, you are walking 
with God. Your little ejaculatory prayers, your little thanksgivings every 
hour, tell Him that you bless Him lor what you are about and that it Is all ot 
H is appointment. Looking up from the taNe where your letters lie, you 
give God thanks that you have mind and opportunity for what you are en- 
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gaged in ; you have intercourse witli heaven in the very midst of the drudg- 
eries of earth ; and thus your obedience to God is marked by perseverance. 
Let this, then, be your privilege, my dear friends. It is only in this way that 
practical religion becomes a practicable 'thing. And it is a practicable thing. 
It does not, and it ought not to withdraw a man from his business. In order 
to hold communion with God, there is no need that you should leave your 
shop or your counting house ; there is no occasion for you to shut yourselves 
up trom your family and your servants. In order to hold communion with 
God, and to “ walk” with Ilim, it is only needful that you should realise His 
presence and authority, whether in the counting house, the shop, the family, or 
the schoolroom, as the Master of all, everywhere “God over all blessed forever.” 

Oh I then, let your walk with God be obedient ; unreserved, without fear of 
excess; universal, without exception or iwtiality ; and persevering, without 
yielding to mon0tony. 

The second evil which I referred to, as one which you will sometimes have 
to contend against, is disappointment. Disappointment is disheartening. 
When a man feels that he has really been serving God ; that he has been sin- 
cerely seeking a blessing morning by morning upon his work, and has been 
honestly discharging the duties of his calling, and yet some disaster has com- 
upon him, and the business has not prospered, so that there seems to be a blight 
somewhere, he feels disappointed, his hands hang down, and he is not able to 
take the position that he once fondly hoped he might take. Under such circum- 
stances, the man feels that his trouble is difficult to bear, and he requires 
within the strength and power of upholding grace. Oh ! let your diligence to 
persevering, even against disappointment. Go on. The case seems hard 
indeed ; that I grant; but still the work must be done, the duty performed. 
What else can you do ? The alternative is worse ; to give way is to make 
matters worse and worse ; to desjwnd is to put a weapon into the enemy’s 
hand, rersoverc, persevere against monotony and against disappointment. It 
is no slight tusk, I grant, but it is a task for a man in whom the Spirit of God is. 

Another cliaraeteiistic of our walk with Got! should he humility. “ Walk 
humbly with yonr God.” Nearly all the relationships of life in which there 
exists subordination, authority of various kinds exercised and submitted to, 
are made use of in Scripture, to represent our relationships to God. He is a 
Master, and wc are servants. What does that relationship call for but diligence 
in the discharge of known duties ? He descril)es Himself as the Husband, and 
His church as the wife. What does that relationship cull for ? Subordination 
in love, indeed, but still subordination ; tor “ the husband is the head of the 
wife.” He is a Father, and we are children. What does that relationship call 
for ? Reverence — lilial reverence it is true, but still reverence, or honour, — 
the honour of the father and the mother. “ If I bo a Father,” He says, “ where 
is My honour ? and if 1 be a Master where is My fear ?” Further, He is tlie 
Creator, and we are the creatures of Ilis hands ; and this relationship calls for 
real subjection and prostration. . 8o, then, although our walk with God, on 
being raised into liappy union with Him in Ciirist, is to be a confiding, joyful, 
liapi)y walk,, yet is it to be a reverent, bumble, diligent, honouring and sub- 
missive walk ; we are not to forget our relative poifition even when xx^rmitted 
to enjoy Ilis gracious presence. This relationship will, bo it remembered, 
last for ever ; lie will always be Master, Husband, Father, Creator ; and in 
the subordination of this relationship, we shall to all eternity veil our faces 
with our wings as the angels dg, while we praise our God. This is a humility 
insepfirahle from our highest enjoyments. When we feel most delivered from 
every infirmity we shall also feel the humblest ; and if we could wing our 
flight now from every remnant of sin and pain, sickness, infiirmity, and sor- 
row, nor cease that flight till we reached the throng on the “ sea of glass, clear 
as crystal,” before the Redeemer’s throne, there would we join that throng in 
^1 humility, veiling the face which should enjoy the brightness of “ Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and of the Lamb for ever.” Walk humbly with God. 
I^ook at Him on the throne, and yourself in the dust ; it is from the prostra- 
tion of such a view that you wiU arise strengthened to discharge your duty. 
It is when in tlie dust you feel that you can do nothing, that you arise to “ do 
all things through Christ that strengtheneth you it is when you have “ no 
confidence in the fiesh,” that you have all confidence in the Lord 

I ^hall not enlarge on this now, but invite you to meditate upon it by your- 
selves. In the midst of your confidence in Christ, and of strenuous endeavours 
to obey God’s commandments, in the day of your highest suox^s, remember 
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what you arc, anJ what He is, and “walk Iiuni!>Iy witli your (lOcl.” 'J'here is 
no abject fear in this hunulity ; there is no terror of an angry ; love luis 

cast out such fear, such terror as this ; but there is a cleeji impression of w hat 
is suitable to the different relationships that exist between us. There is, if I 
might so express it, there is a Clirisiiaii tact in the true believer — a tact like 
that wliich characterises the society^ of this world, in which those who are at:- 
quainted with it perceive, by a sort of instinct, tlie relative positions which 
ought to be occujiicd by its viirious incinlxirs. In that class, the highest class 
of society in this w'orld, where all the etiquettes of rank are observed, and 
where tact and tact alone can instantaneously observe and act upon them, this 
is cultivated to such a nicety, that delicate as such things arc, and interming- 
ling as they arc in a throng of nobles, there is rarely a violation of tact : rarely ; 
it is a most unheard-of thing — all goes on harmoniously, because every oiu‘ 
feels the relative position which lie oceuinos. This is transfi^ahlo to a higher 
court. There is a tact in Christian enjoyment of God which never loses sigljt 
of its place, never intrudes, never violates the etiquettes of heaven ; w hieli is 
never rude, rough, careless or thoughtless of delicacy, in the j)resenee of tlu‘ 
great King. Walk Imnihly willi God. 

One characteristic more and I have done. You must w’alk patiently witii 
God. For however confiding your w’alk may be ; however obedient with .111 
the great characteristics of obedience, however humble, still you will suffer, 
and must be i)repared for endurance. “ The Lord chastens every son whom 
He receiveth and you must not expect to walk through this world exempt 
from trouble. “ Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you as though some strange thing happened unto you.*’ It is not a strange thing, 
it is the common case of the Lord’s children. We are to count it all joy to Ikj 
exercised with many trials. The trial of faith “ wmrketh patience,” but “ let 
patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing.” At times you will be cjilled to feel the Lord’s rod ; and it becomes 
you, instead of rebelling, or writhing under it, or rejecting the stroke, to 
“ kiss the rod.” Accei3t the trouble, whatever it may be, as a thing w liicli in 
your case is well deserved and wisely niinistered, as a messenger from Him 
who knows you best, and has the greatest anxiety for your l)e8t welfare. 
Becognise the call for ])atience, whatever it may l>e, which keeps you waitiiig, 
as God’s fiery discipline. You might, perhai)s, expect, if you were iiniteil 
more to Christ in holy confidence, if you were walkijig with Ilirn in unreserved 
and holy obedience, if you were humble Ixuore God, and w'jilking in all restK^ets 
according to the Scripture rule, you might expect, I say, that all would be ioy 
and light and peace. But not so. AVhen the disciples wont on board the 
vessel with Jesus, at His command, everything seemed serene, but they were 
scarcely adrift when a storm came on. Tliis was designed for their instruc- 
tion ; it was designed to make them feel, more and more their dependence on 
Him. Had the voyage been all calm and serene, they w^ould have had no 
occasion to cry, “ Ix)rd save or we perish.” But what a cry that was — the 
very cry to which you also must Iw brought I In order to bring you to it, there 
must be a storm ; for we do not cry out thus in fair weatlier. Accept the 
trouble, then, when it comes as God’s message of discipline and love, and walk 
patiently with God. 

Now, my dear friends, bestir yourselves at all times, and give your be.9t 
energies to this work. The prophet of old asked — “ If ye offer the blind for 
sacrifice, is it not evil ? and if ye offer the lame and sick is it not evil ? offer it 
now unto the governor ; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person V 
saith the Lord of hosts.” The meaning of this is, that there were certain parties 
in those days who wished to serve God with the refuse of the floidc. They bad 
in the flock good males, such as were suitable to bring to the altar *, but these 
were too expensive, these would do for the market ; and they therefore put 
lame animals on the altars, as being less expensive. Now do not give the male 
of the flock to your counting-house or your shop and put God off with a lame 
or a sick one in the evening. Give Him the best you have, and it will never 
damage your store. Give Him the best hour in the day, whatever hour it may 
be. It vwies with different men ; some have the best hour at niglxt, others in 
the morning ; but whatever may be the best hour give it to Him, He well 
deserves it. All your hours are His. Give Him the male of the flock 5 serve 
Him truly with all your heart. ** Be stedfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, fbr as much as ye kdow that your labour is not in 
vain in the lx>rd.” 
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No man likes poverty ; but many like the temptations which lie scattered 
along the rood to it. ^Present enjoyment will make a father disregard all the 
miseries he may bring on his family. How much will he be urged on iu this 
reckless course, if he knows that the country will provide for his family ; and 
that there will be for them the shade and shelter of a poor’s house ! When 
charities are thus paraded before his eyes, they tempt him from sobriety. You 
do all that in you ties to bring him to poverty ; and when you have relieved all 
the clamorous applicants, you find many whose voice was drowned by the 
former, and as much private relief is required as ever. We have heard the shout 
of execratioii raised against the best friends of humanity, because they added 
judj^ent to compassion ! We shall not now argue the matter on the ground 
of Political Economy *, but, believing our tiews to be enforced in Scripture, we 
shall lay before you what it says on that large system of charity, which was 
instituted in the days of the apostles. 

The increase of the Christian faith excited the hostility of its opponents ; 
and, though they did not absolutely lay hands on the property of its converts, 
the shops of the latter were neglected, and if servants they were discarded. 
Hut these converts had one resource : men who had property could dispose of 
it, and put the proceeds into a common stock for the poor. This peculiar remedy 
was adopted, to meet peculiar exigencies. A noble enthusiasm actuated the 
whole. It seems, the apostles were intrusted with the distribution of this fund. 
No doubt it was a good work : many were relieved, and comfort was scattered 
among numerous families ; yethad the apostles the hardihood to propose, that 
the arrangement should be done away. They proposed, that they shoidd be 
the ministers of the moat which was incorrupnble and eternal ; while otjier 
matters should be committed to other men ; — that they should distribute the 
‘‘ meat which endureth unto everlasting life others, the meat, which pe- 
risheth.” (John vi. 27.) Perhaps they said — Let us keep exc^usiveW to our 
own work ! Our business is with minds and principle ; and, if we let other 
things alone, we shall see many sons and daughters' tnrj^d unto righteousness ; 
and they will do as much as others have done. We will not do ourselves ; but 
we will multiply the doers. The necessitous will not meet with us, but with 
hundreds in our room, and by our means.** It would be preposterous to hurry 
the makers of steam-engines into the working dllob^s ; but not more so than 
to burden ministers with secular enmloyinents. There is great mischief in 
making them men “ of all work.’* One elaborate sermon on the Sabbath, 
would pe a greater contribution from a clergyman to the good of his parish, 
than his whole time spent in Societies which have had the effect of diluting 
pulpit-preparation, to an extent which is quite deplorable. It is Satan tragus* 
forming mmself “ into m epgol of li^t.” (2 Corinihians xi 14.) It is a wy 
good work ; but, instead ofjmng i| ynursmvear itis jnstir business to multipiy 
the doers.* 

']^e apostles said .i|| leave the Word of 

God, and serve !(4jsts v^^ Iheybem to have been bCinresiBed 

* Addmaedto tlie Divinity fliiilaqflii, the great mi^erityof hty tnaeacu 
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with the superior worth of eternity. The number of the disciples was about 
five thousand (Acts iv. 4) ; and that of the apostles twelre ; and yet the poor 
of that little flock were too groat a burden. We now lose sight of them. Tro- 
bably the fund became exhausted ; and those who before needed nothing came 
to great distress. Paul set on foot a subscription for the po<w saints at Jerusa- 
lem.* It is not a violent supposition, that the prospect of eternity made the 
early Christians less attached to the things of the present life \ and probaldy 
something like a common stock was formed by the wealthy. This can be proved 
by some passages, and explains others. Though distress was the general lot, 
a temptation was held out to some be idle, that they might be supported by 
the common fund ; and received into the houses of others. We are at no loss 
to understand why Paul should say — “ If any provide not for his own, he 
is worse than an infidel.” (1 Timothy v. 8.) Better that he Should have re- 
mained a pagan," as he was, than that he should have come forward to profess 
Christianity from a motive so sordid ! He who burdens the church with his 
family, is lower than those who keep out of its pale. “ If any man or woman 
that believeth have widows, let them relieve them ; and let not the church l>e 
charged ; tfiat it may relieve them that are widows indeed.” ( 1 Timothy v, 
16.) Those who “ would not work,” were not to ** eat.” For ** some” waliced 
“ disorderly — ^working not at all.” But they were to ** work, and eat their 
own bread” — ^not that of the church. (2 Thessalonians iii. 10 — 12.) 

Again : the fund maintained the teachers, as well as the poor ; and thus 
abuses crept in ; — ^men aspiring to bo teachers, for the sake of the maintenance 
which the office brought with it. This explains the passages about “ men of 
corrupt minds, supposing that gain is godliness” (1 Timothy vi. 6) ; — “ griev- 
ous wolves, not sparing the flock” (Acts xx. 29)— creeping “ into houses” 
(2 Timothy iii. 6) ; — “ filthy lucre” (1 Timothy iii. 3, 8 ; Titus i. 7, 11 ; 1 Peter 
V. 2) ; — ^making **merchanmse of you” (2 Peter ii. 3) ; — “ running greedily after 
the error of Balaam for reward” (Jude 11) ; — “ having men's persons in admi- 
ration because of advantage” (Jude 16), &c. How great an importance St. 
Paul attaches to a circumstance apparently trifling !— Jhis refusal to accept the 
maintenance to which he had always asserted a ri^t, but from which in certain 
cases he abstained.t He looked to the consequences. He saw how the prac- 
tice might be abused ; and so he worked with his own hands, rather than be 
burdensome^., lie had rival teachers, who preached “ another Jeslis” (2 Cor. 
xi. 4) ; and asserted that they did not labour for reward *, and so X^aul insists 
on his own ])urity of motives : otherwise his doing so would have looked like 
vain ostentation : — “ Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also I 
— I have preached to you the Gospel of God freely 1 — When I was present 
with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man I In all things I have kept 
myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep my8elf--that I 
may cut off all occasion from them which desire occasion ; that wherein th^ 
glory, they may be found even as we.” (2 Cor. xi. 18, 7, 9, 12.) “ I have 
coveted no man's silver or gold, or apparel : these hands have ministered to my 
necessities.” (Acts xx. 33. 34.) t 

But, in the Acts and Epistles, we meet with various traces of abuses, by per- 
sons Hving idle on this futuL and on private relief. It caused such a relaxation 
of industiy, as to call forth the indignant rebukes of the apostle. He forebore 
the assertion of "a right which belonged to him, that he might set an example 
of forbearance, and exalt the feelings and principles of the poor ; Imd so be on 
whom devolved “ the care of all the churches” (2 Corinthi^s xi. 28), became a 
common workman, and oei himself down to l^o ooctmation of a tent-maker. 
We arc not left in doubt as to hb motives ; for be tells us, that be “ wrought 


* ** A certain contribution for the poor sointt which Ore at Jenitalem.** (Eomans xv. 36.) 
** TheooUection Ibr the sainte.*' (1 Coiinthiana xti. 1.) 


t ” Have we not power to eat and to drink? Havenot we power to ibihear worldly? 
gorth ft warliuw, any time, at hin own oha^raet ? Whoplanteth a vineyard, m e«Mh not of 
the fruit theiwof ? Or who feedeih a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the floidt ? Bytn *o 
ha^the Lord ordahawd, that they which preadh the Gospel shouldflve of the Ckispei. Hever- 
fheleis, we have not used this power.” (1 Corinthians lx. 4, 6, 7, 13, and 14.) 


% « Even unto this phetent hourwe labour, workbrn with our own hands.” (1 Co^h^ 
Iv. II, 13.) ” I wtU not be butdwis^e to you; twA seek not yours, but y«i.” <3 Corin- 
thians xSL 14.) Labouring flight and day, because we would not be chargeable imto any of 
you.” (1 Thessalonians ii. 3.) 
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with labour and travail night and day, that” he “ might not be chargeable to 
any.” (2 Thessalonians iii. b.) Couple this with the conduct of the apostles 
at first. The people they had to do with, did not exceed (in number) the po- 
pulation in many of our parishes. Compare their engagements udth those of 
Paul, and you would think he had less time to spare than any of them ; but 
though th^y grudged the time devoted to serving tables, he did not grudge the 
time necessary to set an example of independence to the poor ; — to elevate their 
principles ; and to lift them from the necessity of relying on the resources of 
others. Apart from Political Economy altogether, and on the testimony of 
Scripture, we see whether it was in thd actual distribution of relief, or in the 
implanting of a proper pride, that the' apostles thought they had their best 
employment. 

A rec^uirement lies on all, to relieve all who require it ; but the minister is 
not to give his time to any Society. There are two ways of doing the work ; — 
to relieve them when poor, and to prevent their becoming so. The appstios 
took t\iG first way, for a time ; but gave it up : St. Paul took the second; and a 
minister may still take the same. The time given to helping on a public cha- 
rity, might be spent in cottages, and in instilling such principles as would root 
out sordid ones from the minds of the people. This he may do b/ his prayers, 
and his affectionate entreaties ; and, though he may have nothing in his hand, 
yet, “ out of the good treasure of his heart” (Matthew xii. 36), he may instil 
principles which will do more good, oven as regards their temporal interests, 
than all the paraded charities of the land. It is grievous that the order pointed 
out by the apostles, should be so miserably reversed, and that a minister should 
be placed at the wrong end — at the place which the Bible and Political Economy 
point out as not right to be occupied. Ilis utility there is questionable ; and, 
in my humble opinion, he aggravates the mischief he is set up to remove. In 
Gla8|fow there was a controversy, which quite settled »ie, and in which Doctors 
of Divinity were enlisted on both sides, as to whether the broth of the Town 
Hospital should be made of pork, or of cows’ heads 

It is a duty you have to impress on your people, that they should “ work” 
with their “ own hands,” rather than “bo burdensome.” (1 Thcssalonians iv. 
11, and 2 Corinthians xii. 14.) Every Christian principle should bo sum- 
moned up to stru^le with the difficulties of their situation. This you will en- 
force at a great disadvantage in parishes where the Poor Laws are already 
established : hence we think that, before any extensive impression can be made, 
they must be done away. Would that annihilate poverty ? No ! We should 
always have it, either from necessity or accident. The blind, the lame, and the 
crippled would always knock at our hearts, and would see if our principles 
were right witliin us. 

I think it a wholesome things to continue the weekly collections for the poor 
at the church-door ; as it keeps up the marpn which surrounds Pauperism, 
and widens the moral distance between the giver and the receiver. But how 
much more adequate to the claims on it is the sum made by those who provide 
for their own families, that would otherwise have been “ burdensome.” The 
immediate mver of charity carries off the eclat ; but those engaged in this 
“ labour of love” will not be forgotten. (Hebrews vi. 10.) They are “ poor 
but they make “ many rich.” (2 Corinthians vi, 10.) They struggle against 
receiving relief themselves, that it may be poured on otherrf in greater abun- 
dance ; and theugh they have not a farthing to bestow, they have a share in 
all the charities of the land If 

* *' The Present State and Future Prospects of Pauperism In Glasgow,” occupy Chapter 
12 in the “ Christian and Civic Economy” (Volume 2, Page 13V), and in the “ Christian and 
Economic Polity,” Volume 2, (Dr. Chalmers’s Workii, Volume 16,) Page 62. Speaking of his 
being mixed up with extra-ministerial business there, and the severe tax on his time even in 
atta^ing his name to official documentn. Dr. C. observed (In another Lecture)—’* I have a 
frightful recollection of seventy signatures in one day 1” 

i In the fbregoing Leotuve, Pauperism Is contemplated in its- theological aspect ; which is 
also considered, though in a different light, in Chapters 9 and 10 of the Lecturer’s ** Christian 
and Civic Booneany” (Volume 2, Pages 1 to AS) ; having for their subjects the ** Relation tliat 
subsists between the Chriltian and Civic Economy of Large Towns,” and the ’‘Bearing 
which a Right Christian B^conomy has upon Pauperism.” See Volume 14 of Dr. Chalmers’s . 
Works (Christian and Economic Polity”, Volume I,) images 351 to 431. 
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“ They are without excuse: because that, when Oiey'knew Oodj they ghyrifml 
Him not as God^ neither were thankfuV* — Komans i. 20, 21. 

How fearful an evil is sin 1 Its nature precludes all apology for it. It has 
no excuse. And yet how deceitful is it I It invents ai)ologies witliout num- 
ber for itself in all its forms. All men are sinners, but all men ** with one 
consent make excuse.” Apt scholars of the first apologist!, “The woman 
whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did cat,” is 
an excuse which shows “ the exceeding sinfulness of sin.” Adam and his fallen 
race, rather than condemn themselves on account of trangression, will venture 
to charge the Holy One with the occa^on of it. But the bare fact that sin 
cannot find excuse, save in making Jehovah the author of evil, i)roves of itself 
that it is ** without excuse.” 

Many lines of scriptural argument might be adduced to show the inexcusa- 
blcness of sin. But wo know of none more clear, more comprehensive, or more ^ 
unanswerable, than that which the text supplies. Hero we have man’s impiety 
and man’s ingratitude^ leaving him without excuse. The apostle’s argument is 
applied to the state of the heathen only, but as w'e proceed we shall endeavour 
to show that it is of universal application : and that of all sinners, whether 
angelic or human, it is true, that “ they are without excuse, because that, when 
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful.” 

L This is the case with the first sinner — Satan — the father of sin, and sin- 
ners. What was the exact nature of the sin by which ho “ fell from his first 
estate,” we know not. It has been a subject of much controversy. Whether 
the announcement in heaven that Ho who is Jehovah’s Fellow was about to 
become alitUe lower than the angels, and that though lower He would still remain 
their Lord and their God — whether the anticipated command from the supreme 
throne, “ Let all the angels of God worship Him,” gave rise to the first out- 
break of pride and consequent rebellion among the angelic hosts, we know not. 
But whatever was the occasion of Satan’s sin, the text gives a clue as to its 
nature^ and we cannot be wrong in afiGu*ming that he and his angels ” are 
without excuse, because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as 
God, neither were thankful.” 

“ The first estate” of the fallen angels was doubtless one of extensive Itnow- 
ledge. In their present condition what wisdom, what craft, what subtlety do 
they display ! We have but little idea of the vast capabilities of the intellects 
of spirits. We know of no possible limit to the graspings of their comi)rehen- 
sions, but that of the incomprehensible Deity. And yet angels were ina<1e to 
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live oven in His unveiled presence — to know Him, to love, serve, and glorify 
Him. Created holy, their holiness was derived from Him. Created happy, 
their bliss centered in Him. Created wise, their wisdom consisted ih knowing 
Him. But from some unrevcaled cause, their knowledge did not beget humi- 
lity, their surprising privileges did not ensure gratitude ; whilst standing 
before “ the high and lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,” they were “ lifted 
up with pride,” and rebelled against Him. And God, who created them and 
had blessed tiiem, spared them not, “ but cast them down to hell, and deli- 
vered them into chains of darkness, to he reserved unto judgment and “ they 
are without excuse ; because that when they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were thankful.” 

II. The same truth applies to our first parents. Their nature was one degree 
lower than tliat of the angels : but not less perfect, and scarcely less glorious. 
They were created after the image of God in holiness and happiness. Their 
intellects uncrippled by sin, far surpassed those of the highest order of fallen 
man, which now call forth our admiration and wonder. What bounds could 
have been fixed to that mind which held daily converse with the eternal God ? 
A wiser and greater than Solomon was placed in the garden of Eden. Adam 
had no need of lifting nature’s veil to know nature’s God: when the Lord 
God himself was wont to “ walk in the garden.” 

What privileges were there ! In the bowers of a sinless paradise what un- 
speakable bliss I The body and soul united in blissful harmony, and both 
united to the God of love ! There dwdlt “ the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding.” The overflowing tide of the happiness of heaven rolled its 
gladdening waters over the blooming Eden. To “ dress and to keep” the gar- 
den was not labour. To hold continuous communion with God was not effort. 

' The will of God was then “ done on earth, as it is done in heaven.” Sinless 
Eden mirrored the holiness and happiness of the realms of glory. 

But notwithstanding, mpic/y and ingratitude were the sin and ruihof Adam ! 
He knew God and yet he believed Him not I He credited the word of “ the 
father of lies” before the word of the God of truth. Ambition made him forget 
his privileges. To be wiser than their Maker — to be independent of “ Him 
in whom they lived and moved and had their being” — ” to bo as gods, knowing 
good and evil’* — was a temptation artfully adapted to insinuate itself into un- 
grateful hearts. Oh I mysterious entrance of sin into sinless souls I What 
fearful and rapid progress in sin did our first parents make I Tho imi)iety 
and ingratitude of hell found a counterpart in once holy bosoms ! And “ they 
were without excuse, because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were thankful.” ^ 

III. Wc would not pass over unnoticed the apostle’s argument respecting the 
state of the heathen. Many persons will scarcely admit that the train of reason- 
ing which we have pursued can be applied to them^ Where is the proof that 
they have any knowledge of the true God ? and if they know Him not, how 
can we charge them with tlie sin of ingratitude to Him ? In answer to all 
such objections it is suifleient to refer to the apostle’s argument. He proves 
that though the heathen are ignorant of the revelation of grace, (and they will 
not be condemiied for rejecting that which was never oflered to them,) yet they 
cannot bo ignorant of the revelation of nature. “ Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in them ; for God hath showe<l it unto them. Eor 
the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearl}^ seen. 
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being understood by the things that are made, even Ilis eternal power and 
Godhead.” It Js clear, then, that the true God might be known through the 
light of nature, and would be known through that medium alone, if sin Ixad not 
destroyed in man’s soul the love of truth, and tlic desire* tor holiness. The 
present awful and ruinous state of the heathen has arisen from the depravity 
of human nature ; the love of sin, and consequent hatred of liolincss. “ Even 
as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave tliem over to a 
reprobate mind.” They abused their privileges, were ungrateful for the light 
which they possessed — “ loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil,” “and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping 
things,” — “ so tliat they are without excuse, because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful” 

IV. The faU of the Jews is another painful illustration of our subject. What 
nation was ever so blessed as they ! Their rise and progress were supernatu- 
ral. Their history is a records! miracles. Their existence, an imperishable 
monument of Divine sovereignty. Raised from obscurity to the dignity of a 
Theocracy, they passed on from one degree of glory to another, till the Lord of 
glory appeared as “the King of the Jews.” Thei)en of inspiration has summed 
up their privileges in the words of St. Paul— “ To them pertained the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of 
God, and the promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the 
flesh Christ came ; who is over all, God blessed for ever, Amen.” And when 
we reflect upon the past history of their unparalleled greatness, we may well 
appeal to them, and to the whole universe through them, in the words of their 
own inspired lawgiver, “ Ask now of the days that are past, which were before 
thee, since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from the one 
side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it ? Did ever people hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live ? Or 
hath God essayed to go and take Him a nation from the midst of 'another na- 
tion, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the 
Lord your G od did for you in^Egypt before your eyes ? Unto thee it was showed, 
that thou mightest know that tlic Lord He is God ; there is none else beside 
Him.” 

And notwithstanding all this, impiety and ingratitude were the sin and the 
min of Israel 1 They lightly esteemed the food from heaven, and the conde- 
scending reign of the King of heaven. Thedr ingratitude taught them to long 
for the flesh-pots of Egypt, and, desire a man for their sovereign, when God 
himself was their King. Their gross impiety burst forth whilst they stood pro- 
fessedly waiting upon the Lord. The golden calf of Aaron was preferred 
before the invisible presence of Jehovah. Idolatry was their besetting sin— 
it assumed various forms, it increased, it waxed more Satanic, until they fell 
likeXucifer, by raising their impious arms against the Lord of glory. “ And 
they are without excuse, because that when they knew God, they glorified 
Him not as God, neither were thankful.” 

V. The doctrine which is thus applicable to the Jews, applies with increased 
force to noitUma professing Chriittianity — to all nations to whom God has com- 
mitted the fuller revelation of His grace*. We might sjieak of such nations 
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genenilly, but our thoughts naturally turn to our own. Have we not known 
God ? Are we not blessed by Him with extraordinary and peculiar privileges ? 
Does not England resemble ancient Judea ? May not her people be compared 
with ancient Israel ? To what modern nation has God revealed Himself so 
signally as the God of love has unto us ? He dwelleth in our midst. To us are 
committed His oracles to keep, and to circulate in every tongue under the sun. 
What nation is more favoured with spiritual blessings than we ? Over what 
country have the healing wings of the Sun of Righteousness been more visibly 
outspread ? And how great our temporal prosperity I Where can we meet 
with greater ? True, we have difficulties to contend against. But what peace 
reigns at home, what ease, what comfort ! And how great our influence and 
power over the whole world I No nation has greater ! Yea, they exceed those 
possessed by far-famed ancient Rome or Greece at the height of their glory ! 

Such are our privileges. And what use do we make of them ? If we “ know 
God” — if we profess that Ho only is our God, by what national acts do we 
“ glorify Him as God ?” Does lie receive the glory due unto His holy name in 
the calm deliberation of our senators? Is His Word alone the acknowledged 
and the supreme rule of faith and practice ? Is truth and piety upheld and 
protected, and are falsehood and idolatry trampled under our feet ? Are the 
blood-stained banners of Protestantism cherished as the dearest trophies of a 
nation’s greatness ? Alas ! it is a painful thing to bear witness against one’s 
own country ; but sure we are, that if our candlestick were removed, and we 
were suflered to relapse into the Pagan idolatry, which was once the religion of 
our fathers, we should be “ without excuse, because that when we know God, 
we glorify Him not as God, neither are thankful.” 

One redeeming exception has of late been made. May the God of grace 
grant that it may prove the beginning of better things ! The national fast was 
a national acknowledgment of God — ^it was more, it was “ glorifying Him as 
God.” We confessed not only our iniquities, but that the Lord himself was 
reigning, judging, condemning, punishing. And how gracious, and as it were 
instantaneous, has been the Lord's answer to our prayers ! Before the procla- 
mation enjoining the national humiliation was fully known to the nation, the 
God of heaven had proved, that “ the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof.” And how continuous lias been His blessing from that day I The 
“ winds and tiie sea” then obeyed Him, and what abundance have they since 
conveyed to our island I The storehouses of this great city were empty ; now 
they are not only full, but literally overflowing. There is not room to contain 
the abundance. How striking are the facts ! How instructive the lesson 1 

And look at the fields white for the harvest ! “ They are joyful, and all that 
therein is 1” “ The mountains and the hills break forth (before the United 
Kingdom) into singing, and all the trees of the field clap their hands.” And 
shall we alone, on whose account they sing, remain silent ? Shall not we lift 
up our hands also in grateful adoration for the goodness of the Lord ? Oh ! I 
pray that as a nation we may unite in showing that we “ glorify God, as God, 
and are thankful.” Thankofferings should also abound from those who are 
sensible of the Lord’s abounding mercy. Desirable objects worthy of support, and 
requiring increased aid, are well known to you. May the Lord enlarge our hearts I 

If we make no public, no general, yea, no national acknowledgment of the 
Lord’s answers to our prayers ; if we are ungrateful for His tender mercies in 
relieving us from the horrors of the famine, and commanding the clouds to drop 
down fatness, what shall we have to say to Him, if our sins increase and draw 
down upon us during the oii-coming year, either the same grievous evil, or one 
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of llis other sore judgments, pestilence or the sword ? Surely we shall be with- 
out excuse because that “ wlieii wo know God, we glorify Him not us God, 
neither are thankful.’* 

And now, brethren, before we conclude, I would ask you individually, wlio- 
ther you “ know God,” and if you know Him, whether you “glorify Him as God, 
and are thankful ?” Do you know God as your own God — as your God of love 
— your God of peace ? Do you know Him, so as to be constrained hy His 
love, to give your whole heart to Him, and embrace Him as your covenant 
God — Father, Son, and Holy (rliost ? Think not that this is a question of 
small importance. We solemnly tell you your salvation hangs upon it ! To 
repeat your creed, is no proof that you know God as your God. Saving know- 
ledge of Him is a gift that corneth from above. Tlie Holy Spirit must con- 
vert, renew, sanctify, enlighten, enlarge, or you will never “ know God,” beyond 
a knowledge, enough to condemn you, but not enoiigli to save you. We ask 
you then, do you know God as your covenant God in Christ Jesus ? Has He 
discovered Himself to you in the “face of Jesus Christ ?’* 

But if you think you know Him, have you “ glorilied Him as God ?” You 
have doubtless made some effort to glorify Him, but luive you rendered unto 
Him the glory agreeable to His nature. His attributes, His perfections, llis* 
greatness? Have you glorified Him as the Triune Jehovah? What glory 
due unto Ilis name have you brought unto the Father ? Do you love and 
serve Him as your Father ? Can you call Him, Abba ? What glory liave you 
rendered unto Jesus ? Have you glorified Him as God as well as man by 
taking up Ilis cross and following Him, and calling Him, and obeying Him, ns 
your “ Hord and your God ?” Have you glorified the Holy G I tost also as 
God ? Have you clicrishod His indwelling, as being as much essential to your 
salvation as was the work of the Father in creation, and of the Son in 
redcinplion ? 

If not, what proof can you adduce that you “ are thankful ?** And if you con- 
tinue unthankful, wherein do you differ from the angels who “ kei>t not their 
first estate?” Iminoty and ingratitude arc inseiiarablc evils. The former 
begets the latter. They arc both ruinous to the soul. And their natures 
exclude all excuse. And if the heathen are without excuse, whose knowledge 
of God can be derived only from the light of nature, what excuse, think you, 
will you find before the throne of judgment, if with your superior knowledge 
of God, “ you glorify Him not as God, neither are thankful ?” 

Excuses doubtless you have many, but they are all vain — as vain as those 
which Satan and his angels would jilead for their rebellion ; as vain as Adam 
and Eve did for their transgression. Every unconverted sinner has his 

own excuse, and every shade of iniquity has its own apology — but God admits 
of none. Before His all-searcbing eyes there can be none ! The awakening 
of the sword of Justice against “ the Man that is Jehovah’s Fellow,” proves 
there is none. Rather than excuse sin, God laid its awful curse upon His own 
Son. Sin has no excuse, no apology ! But, blessed be the God of all grace 
and love, though it has no excuse, it hasa rewicdy. That remedy is in the bl<x>d 
of the cross. In the bosom of Jesus every inexcusable sinner may find eter- 
nal refuge and safety. God has revealed himself in Him, as a pardoning God. 
This you know. This knowledge the heathen x>08se8s not. This knowledge 
the devils cannot profit by. But you know God as the Go<l of salvation. You 
know Jesus as the only Saviour. What if you reject Him ? You will be 
“ without excuse, because that when you know God, you glorify Him not as 
God, neither are thankful.” 
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“ God SO loved the worlds that He gave His only begotten Son^ that whosoever 
Jbclleveth in Him slwuld not perish,, but have everlasting life .'* — John iii. 16. 

Fob Bcveral Sabbaths, as you are, dear friends, aware, it has been my special 
aim, to address those in the midst of you, who may not as yet have experi- 
enced the grace of God unto the salvation of their souls. I have endeavoured 
to speak with the measure of that grace wliich lias been bestowed on me, trust- 
ing in all fidelity that God would magnify Ilis own Word, and lead them to 
the acceptance of the truth — to the acceptance of those rich provisions of His 
bounty and of His love which we have sought to make known to you. My 
wish now is, from the passage which I have read as the subject for meditation 
this evening, to draw such motives as shall act on you by way of gracious 
constraint, to compel your acceptance of the tender of God’s mercy, so as to 
enable you from this day forward to ** love Him who first loved you.” 

Suppose that between two fallen creatures there existed a matter of foul 
contention : suppose the injury had been so wrought by the one against the 
other, that the ancient friendship which once united them, had been shivered 
beyond all hox>e of remedy ; but suppose, that while this feeling of alienation 
was growing up and increasing between them, in a moment the most unex- 
I)ected the wrong-doer was told in a way which left no room for doubt, that he 
whom he had so grievously ofiended, breathed only towards him feelings of 
love and deep interest, that ail that ever existed of animosity or bitterness 
against him was cast away, that all the kindness and warmth of early afibc- 
tions were about to return, and that if the wrong-doer believed that fact, he 
would by that very act of believing be received into the bosom of him whom 
he bad ofifended, and that he would never mention the name of the offence or 
ofi^ces themselves, but that the bond of union should become indissoluble. In 
such a case we must all agree that motives of the most efiectual kind were brought 
to act on the mind and heart of the wrong-doer ; and that if such motives 
were to be rejected, it would be because the heart of the wrong-doer was not 
right— because it was a heart so hard as to be beyond the range of remedy in 
its way of evil-doing. But there is not, in my opinion, any heart which could 
stand against such motives. We are persuaded, that bad as human nature is, 
the wrong-doer would fly to the arms of his offended friend, cordially to 
receive these manifestations of love wherewith he was prepared to welcome him* 
This is exactly the case between us rebels and a gracious God ; and this it 
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is, that our text leads us to. “ God so loved the world, Unit lie gave Ilis only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not |>ensli, but have 
everlasting lil'e.” 

Here we have a matter of fact — “ God so loved the world here we 
Jiave the proof alleged — “ that lie gave Ilis only begotten Son and Iktc 
we have the tin:il end declared — “ that whosoever believetli in liiiu should not 
perish, but iiave everlasting life.*' These are the three particulars, iroin which 
1 trust to be able to draw those motives, which 1 i)ray (Jnd may he made 
effectual on tlic minds of some sinners to-iiiglit, who never yet a(‘cepted the 
Gospel message, wdio never fomid either peace or joy in believing it. 

I. First : the fact announced — “ God so loved the world.” 

** The world.” Wliat world ? Not, as the advocates of a restricted Gospel 
system would contend — not the elect of God in the world— but the world. (Jiir 
translators have well translated the original word by that one expression “ thd 
uxrrld :” meaning by it the population of the earth — the posterity of Adam — 
the whole liuman family, without liniiiation or restriction of any sort. The 
love of God is a matter of fact, which has been extended not merely to the 
Jew, whom lie loved with His most ancient love, but also to the Gentile ; that 
love is extended to all the people of the earth— to every individual of every 
clime, to every inhabitant of every city and of every village. Oh ! there is not a 
solitary individual in this wild iiowling waste of a world, to whom the love of 
God has not gone forth for his well-being. “ God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
X>eri8h, but have everlasting life.** 

Then into what a state had this world fallen ! The whole human family, 
all the posterity of Adam, had fallen under the power of sin ; all became 
totally alienated from God ; all were held in the lirm grasp of the anus of 
spiritual death ; all became depraved, wretched, lilthy, hideous, loathsome. 
And when man had rebelled against God, at the time when he manifested the 
strongest opposition to God, when the audacity of rebellion was at its height, 
when all help was hopeless, when it was beyond the reach of all human 
conception as to a remedy, tlien it was that God’s love to man, which had 
been concealed from all eternity, manifested itself. When the fulness of time 
was come, heaven and earth appeared illumined with the brightness of God’s 
presence. The Son of God, having robed Himself in the bright garments of 
love and tender fraternity, prepared Himself to save. 

This is a fact which could only be conceived by us on the ground of revela- 
tion. Had philosophers in ancient days told us that God loved a sinful world, 
we might have urged the objection that therefore God loved sin ; and that 
would have implied a surmise against the purity, the holiness, and the integrity 
of the Hivine nature. Suppose we had it by a long line of ancient tradition 
that God loved this guilty world, and suppose no light from revelation hod 
dawned on this world, we in this day — in this highly philosophic and rational 
age — would say that such a thing was incredible ; that such a thing could not 
be conceived. We should want proof, and we should require evidence which 
would be the basis of that proof ; we should wajit dear and full demonstration, 
tliat we might receive it. But the light of revelation has shown it,’ the voice 
of revelation has spoken it, the pen of revelation has written it, it is now 
stereotyped and made permanent in the very foundations of the Divine system 
— that God loved, and loves, a guilty world. Oh ! if sin has burdened any 
man here this night ; if it press on those who have grown up hardened in 
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iniquity, who have grown up in the practice of sin, who have given themselves 
soul and body to work transgression, who have cherished sin as a principle, 
idio have given themselves to the work of sin as a matter of habitude, we are 
now free to tcU every such man, that God loved him — that God still loves him, 
notwithstanding all the daring audacity which characterized him in his 
going forth in all his strength and power to resist God, to violate His 
commandments, to reject His Gospel. In the rejection of Ilis free grace, God 
yet loves him. liCt his character be black to the utmost possible degree, hoAV- 
ejrer the burden of sin may press on him with its overpowering weight, so that 
his conscience would testify to that degree that the heart witliin him shall 
tremble amidst its guilty fears, yet we say God loved him, and God loves him 
still. This does not argue that God loves the sin, but that Ho loved and loves 
the sinner. 

This is not a matter of idiilosophy or of speculation. There is no room for 
debate in reference to it; it is as true as any fact that stands recorded on the 
page of history. The evidence on which it rests, is beyond the reach of sus- 
picion ; tlie proof is greater, fuller, and more abundant, than if legions of 
angels came down to our world to school us into the belief of tliis truth, and 
exhibited to us in its connection all that force of evidence which they might 
have at their command. The voice of God lias declared it. Throughout 
eternity that truth shall remain tmehanged — that God loved, and tliat God 
loves, the guilty creature. 

II. Secondly, consider the proof of it which is alleged. 

The fact of God’s love s as unquestionable, as any matter of fact can be ; 
but human facts admit of proof, and Divine facts admit of proof likewise. 
As all the facts that relate to the creature can be tested, the facts which relate 
to God can equally be tested. Not, however, because there is any likeness in 
point of degree between the two ; but simply because God himself gives the 
means of testing and of proving them. God puts on record the facts He 
wishes us to believe, but while lie does so, the proofs which He has supplied 
us with, are adapted to the nature of the case, and which proofs are seen in 
the very development of those facts. It is as if, to use an expression which 
may exemplify my meaning, God had in this respect manifested a wondrous 
spirit of self-denial. He might have given origin to races of beings brighter 
and more blessed, greater and nobler than man ; He might have depopulated 
the heavens to procure a sacrifice to meet the necessities of man ; and yet all 
this would have afforded but a limited proof of the wondrous fact, that God 
loved a guilty world. He might strike out the stars from their spheres, and 
render the bright firmamcntwi waste, a wilderness ; He might lay all these 
down as the redemption price for the guilt of man ; and yet all that would 
afford no great manifestation of Divine love. But that act which declares 
.His self-denial, which manifests the magnitude, the quality, the super-eminent 
excellency of this great love, affords data on which our mensuration may pro- 
ceed in computing its magnitude. 

Mark the expression. It is not that God loved the world, and therefore gave 
His only begotten Sou ; but the expression is, that He “w loved the world,” 
that He gave the greatest possible gift. He “ so' loved the world the 
words are so intensely expressed as to convey the fullest idea we can form of 
the incalculable value of the gift, God therefore loved the world to such an 
extent, as not to give a few legions of angels or the finnament of brightness 
for its redemption, but the world was so loved by Him — ^His love to the world 
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was so intense and so real — that He gave a gift beyond all conception, beyond 
all value. Its value was such that it can neither bo measured nor estimated. 
The love^of others may be measured ; the gifts of others may bo valued ; but 
who shall value (Jod’s love, that is like Himself— incomprehensible ? “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.” 

What does this estimate involve ? “ He gave Ills only begotten Son.” 

“ He gave Him” for the purpose of incarnation j He left the brightness of 
Heaven’s habitation that He might assume flesh. He gave Him, that He 
might descend to the lowest depths of humiliation ; that He might drink the 
bitterest cup of human affliction. He gave Him, that He might stand forth 
the recipient by imputation of all man’s guilt. He gave Him, that there 
might be “laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” He gave Him, that tJierc migJit 
bo laid on Him that atrocity of which the most hardened sinner before God ever 
was guilty. He gave Him, that He might go into the grave of darkness and of 
death, and that He might gather honours from death ; that He might take up 
from the darkness of the grave the elements of that life which is imperishable, 
to be kept and perpetuated through all coming ages, while man needs life, and 
while God shall choose through His Son to bestow life, lie gave Him, that 
He might be that marvellous and mj^sterious link, to reunite lost man to a 
loving, yet dishonoured God. He gave Him, that He might link tlie interests 
of heaven with those of earth, satisfy all the law’s demands in the way of 
penalty, and do all that was to be done in the way of obedience : do all the 
law required. He gave Him, that by His blood as Redeemer He might Ixi 
“Head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in all.” He gave Him, that standing forth as the “resurrection 
and the life,” He might raise from a grievous solitude generations of by-gone 
ages, and bring them forth in all the reality of an unchanging existence, those 
who were the partakers of His resurrection life, as well as those who 
neglected the precious Gospel, and who perished amidst the corruption of sin. 
He gave Him, that He might stand forth in the day of llis own power, wlien 
He would give up the triumphs of His salvation to Ilis Father ; when He 
would present them before His Father’s throne in all the fulness of joy, for 
which He panted and toiled and travailed ; when He shall say, “ Behold Me 
and the children Thou hast given Me.” Here is the proof of God’s love. Let 
a father give the child of his love as a ransom for another — for an enemy — for 
one who would deprive him of his life ; let such a case be possible — let such 
an instance take place, even on so limited a scale as for one individual to give 
his life for another ; and there you have in a metisure something like that 
love of Christ spoken of in our text. “ God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son and He gave 'Him “ that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

III. Lastly, the final cause which is declared. 

Wherever the intentions of God are declared in Scripture, we find that they 
harmonize with those views which we have of the character of God. The 
final purpose here is explicitly stated ; “ that whosoever believetli”— 
whosoever of the fallen family of Adam shall believe in Jesus whom the 
Father hath sent, first he shall not die ; and secondly, he shall have eternal life. 

To such there shall be full immunity from all the consequences of sin. AU 
the accumulation of sin shall neither be hurtful nor destructive to tliat believing 
sinner, whose penitence, whose a>ntrition, and simple faith sliall place 
him at the foot of the cross. Perish ! — ^he shall not perish — ^lic will not 
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periBh->thc docree of Hesven is, that he^will not. Xet tlie guilty sinner in the 
full confidence of faith rely on what God has stated in His Word ; let him lay 
down the weapons of his rebellion, those weapons which he raised in opposi- 
tion to his God — let him simply believe this plain truth, that God loved him, 
and that He loves him — let him believe on the faith of God’s truth, that “ He 
gave Ilis only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him sluiU not pprisli, 
but have everlasting life let him believo that, and dangers and perils shall 
pass away the moment he does so. He shall not perish, although the jpollution 
of sin may be great, and the traces of sin may be fearful, and the recollection 
of sin may be overwhelming ; although the testimony of conscience may be 
astounding, yet he shall not perish. God has said it, whose every word is 
registered in heaven. The promise is sure. 

And if the message 1 deliver contains love so wondrous, should not that 
love be received ? It should ; and let us ask of God to cause the light of His 
truth to shine into the dark hearts of His creatures, and^into our own dark 
hearts, that wo may understand what is meant when it is said that we shall 
not die — that we “ shall not perish, but have everlasting life.*’ God would 
manifest great love and mercy to man by withdrawing tlie curse and remit- 
ting the penalty of sin— by not suflfering man to drag out a miserable eternity 
without the hope of ever realizing the Divine glory, without the prospect of 
over beholding the Divine countenance ? But the word is not only that God 
remits the penalty of sin, that He puts away the consequences of sin, but that 
He bestows what was forfeited. God breathes new life into man’s spirit ; and 
by that life which God breathes into man by Ilis Holy Spirit he becomes a 
living Ibol. In the act of believing there is on the part of God the act of 
infusing the gift of eternal life ; and the pulsations of this new and spiritual 
life are felt in the living soul. 

There is, you may observe, in my text, a word of very largo extent — “ who- 
soever believeth shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” Thus the 
remedy extends to the utmost bounds of man’s guUt. “ Whosoever believeth” 
is invested with this precious gift — everlasting life.” ‘ But is not ray case 
peculiar,’ may not one say ? ‘ Is there not something peculiar in my ease 
because of my habitual sin ?’ Be it so — name all your peculiarities, bring out 
all your works of atrocity, present to view your full character, exhibit it in 
the light of God’s Word with all its most fearful portraiture ; and still wc 
would lead you to that Word — ** whosoever believeth shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 

* But have I not,’ may another say with tremxilous anxiety — ‘ have I not 
neglected these things too long ? have 1 not despised, and disregarded, and 
dishonoured them ? have I not heard hundreds of sermons all declaring truths 
like these — have I not heard many a time from faithful hearts and lips tlie 
same things, but was I not like the deaf adder who “ refused to hear the voice 
of the charmer, charm he never so wisely ’ Be it so ; and add what you will 
to heighten the offence ; yet we present to you the sure Word — that Word 
which embraces you in the wide circle of God’s love — “ whosoever believeth 
shall not perish, but have everlasting life shall be invested with all the 
blessings whidi a gracious and loving God can bestow, and bound up in eter- 
nity to be with the existence of Christ — ^the God-Man, the Mediator. 

Surely, then, we present you with motives which should act on your minds, 
which should soften your hearts, however sin-hardened, and which should en- 
courage within you a right spirit ; wliicU should encourage that spirit to begin 
aright to move. Wo have stated the final purpose declared, to convince the 
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lostBinner that he is not left beyond a remedy—that he is not out of the reach 
of hope. Whatever the amount of sin may be. however far distant the depar- 
ture from God, yet we cannot escape the Word spoken of God's wondrous love 
to man through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let, however, the matters of fact spoken this night still continue to be de- 
spised and unbelieved — let the proofs of this love be treated with indifference 

let them be rejected — let all the final purposes of God pass by disregarded, and 
I cannot answer for it that the love of God will hold out to you for another 
week. God loves you now ; but that God's remedy shall always continue open 
to you, I dare not declare. That the current of His love now flows, there can 
be no doubt ; and there can be no doubt that “now is the accepted time,” and 
this is “ ifee day of salvation.” 

“ Seek ye the Lord, while He may be found ; call ye upon Him while lie is 
near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto tho Lord, and Ho will have mercy upon him ; and to 
our God for He will abundantly pardon.” Let the motive act— lay bare your 
hearts that it may act. Pray for the outpouring of tho Spirit of God, that He 
may write the truth on your hearts, and make them like the melted wax pre- 
pared to receive the impression. 
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“ Nevertheless I tell you the truth ; it is expedient for you that I go away : foi 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will 
send Him unto you” — John xvi. 7. 

Jestts had just told Ills disciples that He was about to leave them. This 
information was to them the severest stroke of all. It all but overwhelmed 
them. They felt that they were about to lose their greatest friend, their 
noblest and most unwearied benefactor. In His jiower they had realised 
Gxhaustless resources, and in His presence omnipotent protection, and, in His 
love, sp^ngs of symjiathy and hope and peace. Their occasional separation 
from Him had already been found in their experience eminently perilous to 
their stability and safety. Their courage, heroic in His presence, evaporated 
in His absence ; and as they heard Him foretel His departure, they naturally 
asked themselves — * Who will now gather us, as a hen doth a brood under her 
wing ? who will guide us in difficulties, direct us in perplexities, shelter us 
and console us in the hour and power of sorrow ? His departure will be the 
extinction of our sun, the wreck of the vessel to which our all was entrusted, 
the blasting (in short) of all hope, the breath of fell despair.* 

Yet Jesus said, “ It is expedient for you that I go away.” How could it be so ? 
Is it expedient that the parent should be torn from his offspring, the patron 
from his protegd, the master from his pupils, the bird from her callow brood ? 
If the oak be cut down, must not tlie parasite plants that clung to it for sup- 
port, and fed upon its juices, die? If the key -stone be removed, must not 
the whole arch give way ? Every analogy of life, every atom of experience, 
every heart-string within them, protested together that it was not expedient 
that Jesus should go away. 

Yet beautifully and earnestly did Jesus reiterate — ‘ I, who am the Truth — 
I, who never deceived you — I tell you it is expedient and whenever Christ 
speaks all discussion should be closed ; His word should outweigh all proba- 
bilities, as it is stronger than all law. It made the universe, and will outlive 
it ; it sways the universe, and can bend and bow all its movements to its 
mighty purposes. 

The departure of Christ was expedient, because His death was absolutely 
necessary ; “It liehoved Him to suffer, and rise from the dead on the third 
day.** He also said — “ Except a corn of wheat fall into the earth and die, it 
abideth alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.** An apostle also 
“ opened and alleged that Christ must needs suiFcr, and rise again from the 
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doad.” The death of the victim was essential to the validity of the sacrifice. 
“ Without shedding of blood there was no remission** of sin. It was expedient 
that the expiatory offerings of Levi should be fini8hca-~.that the dim insti- 
tutions of the ancient economy should be illustrated, and that the great atone- 
ment, promised by prophets, sung by psalmists, and panted for by all crea- 
tion, should be consummated. Such ancient promises as Isaiah xxxii. 15 — 
“ Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a 
fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest Isaiah xliv. 3 — 
“ I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground : 
I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring ;** 
Joel ii. 28 — “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions John vii. 38 
— “ He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water and John xiv. 16 — “And I will pray the Patlier, 
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for 
ever.” 

The great reason why it was expedient that Christ should go away was, no 
doubt, that the Spirit, the Comforter, might come. This is shown by 
reference to Acts ii. 28 — “ Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cifle<l and slain and Ephesians iv. 8 — “ Wherefore He saith, When He 
ascended up on higli. He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.’* 
Clirist must be removed, that the Comforter may come. So it ever must be : 
things dear and beautiful must fade, that better things may occupy their 
place. He who never knew what it is to be tossed to and fro, never learned 
what the preciousness of the gospel is. The life of such an one must be like 
a smooth surface, from which the healing waters of the Gospel must glide off. 
Wlien God takes the bud, however, it is that he may give the blossom ; and 
when Ho takes the green, it is that He may supply the ripe. Jesus therefore 
presented the apostles with the prospect of a glorious compensation, a blessed 
substitute for His absence. He said — ‘ Amid the crushing trials and dark 
hours of life, when human arms grow weary, and human sympathies expire — 
when the canopy above is all darkness, and the prospect before you all blatik. 
My Spirit shall rend the clouds, and reveal to you new glories, and breathe 
into your hearts a new inspiration, and your sorrowing hearts shall find what 
your glad hearts never sought, a peace wliich the world cannot give, and 
which it cannot take away.* 

It was expedient that He should go away, in order that they might learn to 
“ walk by faith.” Hitherto they had “ walked by sight.** The feeling of all 
was the creed of Mary — “ If Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
They had hitherto believed only in One they saw and heard ; they had no 
trust in the far ofl^ no confidence in the unseen. Now, however, the outward 
restraints and props were to be withdrawn, that their inward principles might 
stand erect in their own strength ; the cratch was to be cast away, and the 
disciple was to walk alone. Their love must now burn as brightly in the 
absence as it did in the presence of Jesus. The carnal eye must close on a 
visible Saviour, and the spiritual eye must open to a Saviour within the veil, 
invisible to flesh and blood. 

The man Christ Jesus was the utmost height to which tlieir hearts had 
risen. The mountain-brow, the flsherman’s boat, the earthly temple, the 
crown of thorns, were the limits of their horizon. They had now to pass 
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throRgb the manhood, and lean on the love of the unseen Godhead. Humanity 
must not be the soul’s resting-place, but the medium through which it may 
reach its resting-place. It was therefore expedient that Jesus of Nazareth 
should retire, in order that the eternal Son of God might occupy His place — 
that the Lamb upon the cross should give way to the Lamb upon the throne 
— and the ear bo shut to the infuriated cry, “ Crucify Him, crucify Him,” and 
open only to the hosannahs of them ** that do continually cry. Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of hosts.” 

It' is the great error of the church of Home, as it is indeed the tendency of 
all humanity, to keep a visible Christ. That church practicaUy says—* It is 
not expedient that Jesus should go away, and therefore we must have a visible 
figure, a visible Calvary, a visible victim, holy robes and crucifixes.* She, in 
fact, would rather ** touch the hem of His garment,” th^ believe in His name 
and be saved. Nevertheless, it was expedient that He should go away. We 
have lost the Saviour as the ** Man of sorrows,” to find Him as the Son of 
Qod, The crucified is enshrined in the glorified. ** If we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now henceforth we know Him no more” after the flesh. 

It was expedient that Christ should go away, in order that the conversion 
of the ends of the earth might be hastened. As man He could be in one 
place only ; there was a brilliant light, but it illumined Palestine only ; there 
was a glorious beacon, but it was on one shore only. Rome slept in her mid- 
night, Athens in darkness, and the whole earth in its cold aphelion ; while 
one consecrated acre only glowed with light. It was essential that this nar- 
row sphere should be enlarged, and that no longer as a local light, but as 
'^* the Sun of Righteousness,” Jesus should take possession of His celestial 
throne, and pour down His beams upon Jew and Gentile. 

It was expedient that Christ should go away, in order that the apostles 
might have an ampler field of ministry. As long as Jesus was on earth they 
olung to His person, and preached only within the range of His presence ; 
they moved along the shores, but dared not launch out into the deep ; theirs 
was the ministry of a parish, instead of the mission of the whole earth. His 
elevation from the midst of them was the removal of the visible central 
column, and the scattering of the apostles to the ends of the earth. All local 
and national ties, binding to a spot, were broken, and they went forth to 
preach on Mars* hill, as they had done on Mount Zion — the luminaries of the 
world, not merely the lights of Judea; and to make every tongue, however 
barbarous or refined, the vehicle of “ the unseachable riches of Christ.” 

The apostles themselves gave personal evidence on the day of Pentecost how 
expedient it was that Christ should go away. The contrast between Peter, 
the companion of his blessed Master, and Peter, the subject of the unction of 
the Holy Ghost, is most strikingly displayed. We find Peter the fisherman 
and companion of Jesus, described in Matthew xiv. 28 — 31 — “ And Peter 
ifnswered Him and said. Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Tliee on the 
water. And He said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the 
ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind 
boisterous, he was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying. Lord, save 
me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him, 
and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ?” 
Matthew xvi. 22 — ** Then Peter took Him, tind began to rebuke Him, 
saying, Be it far from Thee, Lord : tliis shall not be unto Thee.” Luke v. 8— 
** When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus* knees, saying. Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.** Luke xxii. 54 — “ Then took ^ey 
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Him, and led Him, and brought Him into the lugh priest’s house. And 
Peter followed afar off.” John xiii. € — ** Then conieth He to Simon 
Peter : and Peter saith nnto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my feet ?** John 
xviii. 10 — “Then Simon Peter having a sword, drew it, and smote the 
high priest’s servant, and cut off his right ear.” And also we have l^eter 
the apostle, after the day of Pentecost, pourtrayed in Acts ii. 14 — “But 
Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice and said unto 
them. Ye men of Judasa, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known 
unto you, and hearken to my words.” Acts iii. 12 — “ And wlicn Peter saw 
it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this ? or 
why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we 
had made this man to walk ?” Acts iv. 8 — “ Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, if we 
this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole ; be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cnicified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole.” It was 
not miraculous gifts that made the difference. There was a progress in Divine 
life and light created, in consequence of the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the 
hearts and conduct of the apostles, so palpable that “ he that reads may run.” 
They saw Christ after His departure, as they had never seen Him before, and 
they preached the truths of the Gospel with a fulness, a faithfulness, and a 
power, that prexves incontestably they were the subjects of a new and Divine 
unction. 

It may indeed be asked — ‘ Was not the Spirit in the Jewish church as 
truly as in the Christian V We answer— He was as truly, but not as fully. 
As Christ w.as in the ancient church before His incarnation, so was the 
Spirit before His effusion at Pentecost. The incarnation was the mnnife8ta> 
tion of the fulness of Christ’s life ; the Pentecostal effusion was the manifesta- 
tion or the Spirit’s power. 

May not the promise of the Spirit, let me ask, enable us also to make progress, 
not only in tlie clearer apprehension of truths we know, but in the full dis- 
covery of latent truths, that may have escaped us ? We cannot indeed add 
to the Scripture, but we may nevertheless discover in it precious thoughts 
thdt have hitlierto escaped us ; we cannot add to the book of creation, and yet 
we may discover in it additional fjictg, richer harmony, new fibres running 
lielow and linking things the most remote with others the most near. The 
Bible is an exhaustlcss mine, and other ingots may yet l)e found in it — a sea 
whose floor is covered with gems and pearls, and he tliat dives deepest and 
oftenest will bring up the brightest. Progress in acquaintance with Divine 
truth and in adjusting what seems conflicting, is in fact daily made. The 
reformers had clearer apprehensions of truth than the fathers, and we than 
the reformers. True, the last century is not always in advance < J its prede- 
cessor ; our course is not continuously rectilinear. Like the course of a sliip 
at sea, it is zig-zag, but actual progress as a whole. 

Certain portions of Divine truth have always been clearly seerj, lx*cause they 
have always been obtruded by the sacred penmen, in intense light and promi- 
nence ; such as the Trinity, the incarnation, the atonement ; but there are 
other truths partly beyond the horizon, partly luminous, clearer conceptions 
of which we shall attain day after day. 

It may als<j be expedient for ul, as Miyi as for the apostles, that Christ 
should go away, and that the human should shine far remote, amid the 
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efifulgeDcc of the Divine. We read His life ; we are Bmitten with that 
magnificent example* that unequalled f<x)t-print upon the sands of time, and 
are apt to forget His yet higher functions — His atoning death, His prevailing 
intercession, His enthronization and glory. It is expedient, therefore, that the 
examplar should be withdrawn for a little, that we may gaze without distrac- 
tion on the atoning victim, and that even that atoning victim should be 
removed from earth, that we may behold in that victim the satisfying God. 

He who sent the Comforter at first, still sends Him. He sends Him to 
transform and ripen His elect for glory. All the purchase of His blood is not 
yet gathered in; all the travail of His so He h?s i jt yet seen j all the 
crowns destined for Him arc not yet on His head ; all His guests tire not y'^'t 
seated at His table ; aU Ifis jewels are not yet placed m their caskets. lie 
can do what my feeble voice is in ^dequ. te to do, Imprint on vour hearts the 
everlasting truths that now sound in your ears. 

Behold the great privilege of the people ot Goa ! They arc summoned to 
come near to God himself ; the Holy Spirit i& sent from G od, to bring His 
children by Christ to the presence of God. No earthly lement or sacrament 
may come between ; this is a blood-bought prerogative ; “ a stranger” may 
“ not intermeddle** with it. You need not, my brethren, the lenses of the 
priest — the Spirit of God has touched the eye of your souls with eye-salve ; 
you need not the anointings of man— for you have the unction of God ; you 
heed not the canonized urn — ^for you have access to the deep and illimitable 
Boa ; you can do without the priest’s farthing candle — for it is your privilege 
to look up6n the great central and celestial sun. In short, you are not left 
dependent for eternal life on any order of men ; “ that your faith may stand, 
not in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 
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The felloioahip of Hia sufferings ,** — Philipians iii. 10. 

The suflTerinir of '"'hrist and the glory tliat shall follow — such is the great 
theme of inspired prophets, as described by the apostle Peter ; and the same 
apostle exhorts Christians to “ rejoice, inasmuch as they are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings.” Christ’s sufferings are the theme of the most affecting 
chapter in the New Testament history ; they occupy a very fundamental place fu 
the scheme of New Testament doctrine ; and they supply a peculiarly appro- 
priate subject' of meditation to New Testament disciples, on their assembling 
round their Lord’s table. Of course St. Paul discusses this subject in his usual 
manner. As many of you as have persevered in assembling here on the Thurs- 
day evenings* have recently had an opportunity of considering afresh how all 
tlie penetrating, particulars of experimental Christianity are transferred by 
St Paul from coldness abstract theory into the warmth and animation 
of pers(»nal history. He discusses Cliristianity in the first person, making 
himself a sample of what the experience of his brethren in Christ will be to the 
end )£ the disp<”isatiot! It is in one of these bursts of sacred eloquence that 
the words of our present text are found. The apostle tells us of his position in 
days past, when ho was a Pharisee. Ho ther tells us of his conversion to 
Christianity, when that which had l>een “ gain” to him apix:ared no better 
than “ loss.” He next tells us of his settled state of mind concerning the accept- 
ance of a sinner in Christ j and then he describes his ardent desires concerning 
the conformity of a Christian to Christ. It is in this last topic that our text 
occurs. Having declared bis acceptance with Christ, and rejoiced in it, he 
expresses his fervent desire, not only to be “ found in Him, liaving His righ- 
teousness,” but, further, that He may “ know” Him ; he adds, “ that I may 
know Him and the power of His resurrection,” — the quickening power which 
is exercised by the Holy Spirit iu the Christian heart, and which is likened to 
that power which raised Christ from the dead, — ** and the fellowshix) of His 
sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” 

In order to a fellowship with these sufferings we must of course know what 
they are; and those persons who are the most intimately acquainted with all 
the revealed particulars of the liord’s sufibrings will ever be found most ready 
and willing to retrace again and again, in devout contemplation, the solemn 
steps of that wonderful Sufferer. us do so, my brethren, that, looking unto 

Him so suffering, we may, by the grace of God, have more of the ” fellowship 
of His sufferings,” which is, in truth, the distinguishing characteristic of His 
disciples in a w-orld, which makes light of both His sufl^rings and the cause of 

* Alluding to ft ooorM of Leetnreft on the Epistle to the Eomans. 

THE rULTlT, VOL. 52. — MO. l,362.-HIE|>TClfB£R iS, 1847. P 



198 


FELLOWSHIP W’lTII CHRIST. 


them— a world which seeks to laugh itself into forced merriment, “ making a 
mock at sin,” until it shall be too late to seek remission. 

First, then, I invite you to reconsider — for we have often considered — who 
it was that suffered. Christ, God and Man, in one person. He took the man- 
hood into Godhead in the unity of one person ; in suffering human, in merit 
Divine. The Divine nature did not, and could not, suffer considered by itself ; 
yet, as the human nature in Christ had no subsistence except in the unity of 
one person with the Divine^ we must say, concerning the Person who suffered, 
that He was both God and man ; and therefore although we distinguish between 
the two natures, as we do between body and soul in man, yet, not dividing the per- 
son into two, we say, as the apostle Paul said, that the Lord of glory was crucified. 
He said of the rulers, “ Had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord 
of glory.** It is because of the unity of the person combined in the two na- 
tures that such a statement is admissible, and seeing that the union is a re- 
vealed truth such a statement becomes indispensable. It was this mysterious 
union which gave Him capacity to feel for men, while He had at the same 
time capacity to prevail with God. It was this that qualified Him to be a 
Daysman, “laying a hand upon both,** a character to find which the patriarch 
Job laboured, a character which it is our privilege to have found. This is the 
answer, then, to the important question, who it was that suffered. 

Chxiet suffered under the hand of God, and He suffered under the hand of 
n^fi. In His sufferings, as they proceeded from the hand of God, it is our 
safety to trust ; and Jn His sufferings as they proceeded fitom the hand of man, 
it is our privilege to sympathise. We ask, then, in the next place, what He 
suffered ; and the answer is, “ the curse of the law.** “ God made Him to be 
a curse far us, as it is written. Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.*’ 
The curse of the law implies the an^^of the Lawgiver ; and here lies the gist 
of the wonderful sufferings of Christ. The anger of God was upon Him ; and 
exposure to that anger is the essence of hell. He ^o is accursed of God is in 
hell when he knows that such is the case. Owing to the want of communica- 
tion between man and the invisible world, thousands and tens of thousands of 
men are exposed to the curse of God without knowing it ; and they are really 
under the pressure of what constitutes hell, although, because the flesh for a 
time conceals it, they are ignorant of their ruin. The flesh in Christ’s case did 
not hinder His full communication with the invisible world. He needed not to 
leave the body as you do in order to have unveiled communion. Therefore^ 
when the anger of God against sin was presented to that Divine Sufferer, there 
was the most marvellous event that can take place. There was seen, hot a 
wicked soul in hell, but a holy soul in hell ; not a soul defying God, writhing in 
agony and endless despair, growing viler as it suffered, but a soul, with all the 
tenderness and susceptibility of heavenly love, exposed to the pressure of the 
sufferings of hell. I do not think that a:^ language which it is possible to use 
can at all convey from one man to anothei^ nor do I believe that it is possible for 
any Christian man adequately to conceive, the intensity of the conflict by which 
the Saviour’s bosom was agitated, when He fell upon the ground in the gar- 
den and said, “ O My Father, if it be possible let this cu^ pass froth Me.” 
Neither do X think we can express, or adequately conceive, the dreadful 
angmsh, the depth of torture which at the last wrung from Him the cry, 

** £loi, eioi, lama sabacthani.” But this we do know, that it Was the curse of 
that law under Which we were all born and all live, that moral law which is 
God’s revealed will respecting the conduct of man. ^ 

And this leads to an equally simple but also equally important question — 
namely, why He sufi^red. Looking at tins more in the way of experience than of 
theory, more with the heart, for personal improvement, than with the head, for 
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personal enlightenment, the true Christian says, * Ah 1 here I see what I am ; I 
perceive what I was justly exposed to, what I most righteously deserved ; here I 
make a discovery far from flattering to my own self-complacency. I see here that 
I was a sinner indeed, a rebel and an outcast ; that there was a demand right- 
eously to be made of me which I could not answer. My sufibring throughout 
eternity could make no reparation for the insult offered to rfn infinite God ; 
here I see that cup which would have kept me in unutterable anguish, and the 
drinking of which I could never have finished, drained to the dregs. In no 
other glass can I see myself so plainly as in this. Every other view can afford 
something to soothe, something to soften, something to flatter, but here 1 see 
what I really am ; in what Jesus suffered, I see God’s view of what I deserve 
to suffer.’ Tliis is entering into “ the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings.” So 
that, though we be rescued from personal participation with Him in those 
sufferings, yet we arc not rescued from such a view of His endurance as 
gives us a tender fellowship with Him. 

Here also we perceive what sin is, and its true and exceeding sinfulness ; 
here we see afresh the bitterness of that root, planted in the earth and grow- 
ing up in every branch of the tree of Adam, fraught with poison for eternity. 
Tlie majesty of God is infinitely affronted ; the justice of God takes infinite 
vengeance ; the holiness of God expresses detestation and abhorrence ; the 
light of the Father’s countenance is hid from the beloved Son. What must 
be the dense darkness pf that cloud which shuts out the Son from the beams 
of the Father’s majesty, which interposes between the light of heaven and the 
holiness of Jesus, and casts the best beloved of God into the depths of hell ? 
The history of angels l)ears testimony to what sin is. When some of them 
sinned God spared them not, but cast them down into everlasting shame and 
darkness. The history of the whole world bears witness to what sin is. 
When the men oi t^at age i^nncd God spared them not, but sent out Ilis 
flood to destroy th6 myriads of the ungodly. The history of the cities of 
tlie plain bears witness to what sin is. Wlien they offended God, fire and 
brimstone from heaven attested the vileness of their ingratitude. The history 
of the Canaanites, the Ilivites, the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Periz- 
zites bears testimony to their sin. When their iniquity was full, hailstones 
from heaven slew more than the sword of Joshua and all Israel ; they wore 
exterminated by the command of the Lord. The histories of Nineveh, Assyria, 
Babylon, Greece, and Home, all bear witness to what sin is. Why have the 
mighty empires of the earth crumbled to ruin? Why has insubordination in 
the people brought trouble, distress, and ruin upon the rulers ? Sin has been 
the cause of this. If we could ever have bad a government without sin, wc 
should have bad a nation without insurrection ; and at whatever period it 
might have been formed, it would have stood until now. The history of the 
Jews bears witness to what sin is. When they provoked the Lord God of 
heaven and earth, they were cast away, and they now stand forth as a beacon, not 
to be read of in history, like other nations, but to be gazed upon every day, as 
though God had said, ‘ Look in this man’s face and see what sin iss he is a wan- 
derer and a vagabond ; he belongs to a stock which I discarded eighteen hundred 
years ago. Instead of cutting him oflT from the face of the earth, I have kept 
him for you to behold ; look at him, and learn the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin.’ The history of our own country, of our own neighbourhood, of our own 
families, nay, of our own hearts, hears witness to what sin is. All these wit- 
nesses put together, however, do but utter a whisper compared with the thtm- 
der-sound of that testimony respecting sin which rises, still unre-echoed, from 
the groanings of Gethsemane and the cries of Calvary. There, and there 
alone, we see truly what sin is. In every other glass we have, as it were, but a * 
human measure ; here we have a Divine one. And as in this suffering of 
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Christ we see something of what sin is, and therefore of what we are, so also 
we see something of what God is. Why this dreadful anguish ? What led 
to it ? What is it for ? Why is the beloved of God an outcast ? Why is 
the dearest object of His soul made a curse? My brethren, the cause is love ; 
God so loved us, unrighteous as we are, that in order righteously to save us, 
He “bruised” His own Son. “ Herein is love, not that we loved Him,” or did 
anytliing to induce this, but “ that He loved us, and gave Himself to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins.” “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed.” 
It all springs from His love ; that is the deep fountain whence the well 
rises. And nrhilc by the sufferings of Christ we may measure, if wo can, the 
Divine justice, by the gift of Christ we may measure, if we can, the Divine 
love. 

** Jesus tlio gift of gifts appears. 

To show that God is love.** 

These are the meditations which lead the heart into “ fellowship with His suf- 
ferings” — these the thoughts which give us a personal interest in all this won- 
dei^l work, Tliis is the mode of occupation most suitable to the Lord’s 
table ; this is eating Christ’s flesh and drinking Christ’s blood. Christ is “ the 
truth,” Christ is “ the life,” “ the bread,” “the way.” How do men avail them- 
selves of a way ? By walking in it. How of bread ? By eating it. How of 
truth? By believing it. Hear how Christ himself combines these things, 
“ He that believeth in Me shall never hunger.” How so ? Believing is not 
eating j yet Christ says, “ He that believeth in Me shall never hunger.” He 
adds, “ and he that cometh to Me shall never thirst.” How so ? Coming to 
Him is not drinking, it is true ; but in the sense of eating and drinking 
intended by Him, believing is “ eating” and coming is “ drinking.” He com- 
bines these things. He does not say, you perceive, “ He that eateth Me shall 
never hunger but, “ he that believeth in Me shall n^ter hunger.” Take 
notice of this, brethren, and keep it in remembrance. If you have, in the 
penetrated interest of a believing spirit, followed the statements already made 
to you in this place, you have been engaged in the very process which the 
Lord intended to present to us in the Supper ; you have been dealing with the 
truth as it has reached your ears, just as we desire you to deal with the bread 
and the wine as they reach your taste. He has commanded that the truth 
shall be presented to your ears in the preaching of the Word, to your eyes in 
the writing and preservation of the Scriptures, and to your taste in the bread 
and the wine. It is tlie same truth in each case. There Is not a peculiar 
truth to be conveyed by the bread which is not conveyed by the preaching ; 
and there is no charm connected with the wine which is not equally con- 
nected with the word. The same truth is conveyed in different ways. Ho 
would besiege your senses with His love, and carry it to you through every 
avenue — through your ears, your eyes, and your taste. 

But let us trace our suffering Lord a little further. Hitherto we liave seen 
Him suffering under the hand of God ; now let us consider, for the purpose of 
“ fellowship,” His sufferings under the ^ands of men. Men were Satan’s 
instruments, stirred up against Christ; During the personal ministry of Christ 
a great crisis in the world’s histoiy took place. In the garden of Eden Satan 
had obtained an easy victory, and he attempted to gain another in the wilder- 
ness of Judea and in the garden of Gethsemane. In the latter case, as in 
Eden, he foxmd a Man — r Man of tenderest suBceptibilities, a “ Man of sor- 
rows,” weeping with strong cries and tears, and whose agony waf such that 
“ He sweat as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Satan 
exerted all his ingenuity to gain another victory ; and he would have gained 
it, had he found one thing more in the Sufferer. He found everything 
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belonging to fallen humanity with one exception, and tliat was sin ; there 
was no sin there. To this the Lord himself referred when He said, ** The 
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me.” He hath nothing con- 
genial to him in Me ; when his dint strikes, there is no fire in Me. But 
though Satan failed to discover sin in Christ, yet would he, through the 
enduring malice of his disposition, continue to harass and vex the Sufierer by 
means of human instruments. How he assailed Him directly and in person 
we cannot judge. We read, that when he left Him after the temptation in the 
wilderness, he quitted Him only for a season ; and doubtless he attacked Him 
frequently with the invisible assaults of his fiery darts. Ilito that purely 
spiritual conflict we cannot, I think, very deeply enter, and we can form but 
little notion of its extreme intensity. Bat when Satan assailed the Saviour 
by the instrumentality of men, the conflict was such as we can better appre- 
ciate. He found suitable instruments for his purpose in the rulers of thi>8e 
days, both ecclesiastical and civil. Nothing could induce them to listen even 
to common justice, as regarded Christ ; they were determined to carry matters 
to extremity against their victim. The civil rulers were weak and corrupt. 
They were both, therefore, suitable instruments fer Satan to make use of. 
The ecclesiastical rulers were guilty of the meanness, as well as the cruelty, of 
suborning witnesses against the Saviour. It is difficult, however, to make 
falsehood hang together ; and so these rulers found it, for their persecutions 
broke down for want of harmony amongst their witnesses. They sought 
many false witnesses ; and though many came, yet they “ found none” — that 
is, none whose tostim^y agreed ; and it was only on the agreeing testimony 
of two witnesses that sentence could be passed according to law. They were 
prejudiced, however ; and having prejudged the cause, they proceeded, in defi- 
ance of law, to pronounce sentence against the prisoner. Then, adding insult 
to injury, they allowed the inferior officer of the court to buffbt Him and to 
spit upon Him, and the court itself did not interfere to prevent the indignity. 
The court put a question to him directly involving the great truth for which the 
prisoner came into the world. This question He answered truly ; but His 
answer was condemned as blasphemy. They had then done their worst. 
They had power to condemn Him, but they had not power to execute Him ; 
for tliis purpose they were obliged to hand Him over to the civil power. And 
this they did. The civil ruler was weakly corrupt. He was not wholly 
abandoned ; for he had conscience enough to make him waver in his decision* 
he had sense of justice enough to make him willing to save an innocent prisoner. 
He knew that it was from envy, and not on account of any crime, that the chief 
priests had condemned Him. Why not, then, deliver Him ? His supersti- 
tion as a heathen came to strengtlien his convictions as a man and his duty 
as a magistrate. His wife had a dream, and she sent to tell him of it, 
exhorting him to “ have nothing to do with that innocent man.” Everything 
conspired to induce Pilate to discharge his duty. He had only to give the 
word to the proper authorities under him, and the death of an innocent man 
would have been prevented. Then why did he not do so ? His own tem- 
poral interest was, or seemed to be, involved. The Jews were greatly exas- 
perated against Jesus. If Pilate ^Itad preserved Him from their fury by force, 
an insurrection in the city, and, probably, in the whole province, might have 
been the consequence. Pilate knew what sort of men he had to deal with at 
Rome. The emi>eror of that time was full of caprice, as well as of power ; 
and if be had heard of an insurrection through the conduct of Pilate, all hope 
of further promotion for the governor of Judea would have been at an end. 
On the other hand, if by management he could pres^Hrve peace in a province 
known ib be ready for any distnrbanoe, be would gain corresponding credit at 
home, and he Bought look for further honours at the hands of his iaoperial 
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master. Therefore he was willing to keep peace and to content the people. 
He tried to escape from the difficulty, by availing himself of the practice 
amongst them of having a prisoner delivered at a feast. There were many 
prisoners, but he fixed upon two — one a notable murderer who had been 
guilty of insurrection, the other Jesus. In limiting their selection to these 
two, he calculated upon their choosing Jesus, and thus becoming themselves 
the instruments of delivering Him, while he would escape from his dilemma. 
But temporising measures seldom answer the purpose. Agitators soon per- 
ceive whether rulers have principle, or whether they are only seeking present 
I>eace and convenience. The agitators in Judea saw what sort of a ruler they 
had, and that if the pressure were sufficiently strong he would yield. They 
contrived to make it so, and he did yield. He made an attempt, too, to mys- 
tify the matter, by asking, “ What is truth And he did not wait for an 
answer. He gave up an innocent Man into the hands of an infuriated rabble. 

Now where is our fellowship iu all these sufferings ? As regards His 
sufferings before an imjust tribunal, ecdesiastical and civil, we are not called 
to personal participation in such sufferings. You have cause, my dear 
brethren, to thank God ab^dantly for the course of justice in this land, dbeit, 
it is not entirely what it should be in all parts of the dominions of our gracious 
sovereign. There are places not far distant, where the course of justice is per- 
verted. We have no reason as yet to complain of anything of this kind in our 
own countzy. If there be anything that runs pure in England, it is the course 
of justice in our public courts. But though, personally, we are not called to 
participate in Christ’s sufferings, what shall we say to the truth of the Gospel 
as regards the treatment it receives both ecclesiastically and civilly ? Have 
we not reason to cultivate the ** fellowship of Christ’s sufferings,” seeing that 
the truth of God is scorned, that the supreme authority of God’s Word is 
disregarded, and that the present convenience of men, and the present plea of 
equality amongst men, utterly supersede the authority of the revealed will of 
God ? Ought we not to have such a regard for God’s truth, that it cannot be 
an indifferent matter to us to pee it practically aiid publicly despised ? , Ought 
we not to have such a regard for it as to feel grieved when men of authority 
and rank amongst us declare that nothing certain is revealed, and that truth 
and error are things which we cannot deal with ? This would be perfectly 
true, if God had not spoken— if we were left in this world, amid all its varying 
aspects, and all the calamities which befal us, without any revelation. It 
would, in that case, be most presumptuous for any man to say that, he was 
right and his neighbour wrong. But if God have spoken indeed, and if 
men do not deny that He hath spoken ; if it be admitted on all hands, that 
His troth is in this book, and yet, if practically the truth of the book be cast 
on one side by poor fallen creatures, and their own convenience preferred to 
His authority, should we not grieve and say with Jeremiah in our first lesson 
of to-day — “ Eear ye not Me ? saith the Lord ; will ye not tremble at My 
presence, which have placed the sand for the hound of tlie sea by a perpetual 
decree that it cannot pass it.” Fear ye not God who hath given us the 
appointed harvest, and who causes the rain to fall and the sun to shine upon 
U8 ? Instead of fearing and obeying Hiilii, are^you fearing aud obeying 
another ; worms that shall die, creatures of the dust ? While we enter into 
the defence of the truth, let us also enter into the ** fellowship of His sufibrings 
who died for us,” and who was treated personally precisely as His truth is now 
treated. He was set aside for the convenience of ecclesiastical and civil rulers ; 
He was too troublesome for them, they could not endure such doctrine. His 
truth condemned the world, and the world turned and condemned truth. 
If the Master of the house fared thus, what shall befal the servants ? And 
if they who call themselves His servants do not fare thus, are they honest, are 
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they faithful and true, or are they not rather trying to “ serve two masters,*’ 
and to have peace with both ? 

liCt us seek, then, my dear brethren, to have fellowship in the Lord’s 
sufferings. Let us come to the Lord’s table to seek the spirit that was in ChrisL 
When Christ was condemned He was given into the hands of the Homan 
soldiers, who were instruments of gratifying the petty malice of Satan. This 
trial was very vexatious. Violence was done to all those finer feelings which 
are the ornaments of mind, to all that shrinking delicacy which is so lovely, 
and which even amongst fallen creatures supplies a veil to hide much that is 
evil. There was genuine tenderness, and the most delicate feeling, in Him 
who exhibited in perfection all that adorns humanity. How must these 
have been outraged when those brutal soldiers stripped Him in the Ihraitorium, 
and put a crown of thorns on His head, while they mocked His royalty by 
crying — “ Hail, King of the Jews !” when they put a reed in His hand for a 
sceptre, and threw scorn upon the great truth, for the “ recompense of the 
reward” of which He was meekly suffering all this indignity ! 

Here, then, was suffering of various kinds — sneering because of indignity 
done to truth, and suffering because of indignity offered to man — ^tUe tender, 
delicate Man Christ Jesus. It is our privilege to have fellowship in all these 
sufferings, and to know that He has consecrated the path for us. Many of 
you may have been called to endure exposure for hesdth’s sake ; there may 
have been an indispensable necessity for some medical process or surgical 
operation, which hasplaced you in that position. In such an hour you may 
have had fellowship in Christ’s exposure. Every pang may have been 
sanctified, and every tender feeling may have led to fresh consecration to God. 
In conclusion, may the Lord in His mercy, enable those among you who have 
already partaken of the blessedness of this truth, to feel continued enjoyment 
in it, and also enable all those who arc about to assemble round His table to 
have fellowship with Christ 
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But ye are come unto Mount Si<m^ and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jeruaedem, and to an innumerahle company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of AheV* — Hebrews xii. 22^;24. 

In this beautiful and significant passage the blessed privileges of the churoh 
on earth and the glorious privileges of the church in heaven are happily and 
expressively blended together, * It is introduced by the apostle for the double 
purpose of encouraging the converts from Judaism to Christianity to patience 
under affliction, and of urging them, by the most exalted considerations, to 
preserve the integrity of their faith and holiness. They were no longer under 
the legal dispensation under which their fathers had lived, and which resounded 
with threats of punishment against the transgressor, but under the evangelical 
dispensation which had been promised .by the prophets, and which re-echoed 
with tidings of pardon to the believer. Whatever afiUctions, therefore, might 
be allotted them on earth, they might well bear them, seeing that the terrors 
of Divine wrath wore removed and they had peace with God ; and whatever 
temptations to sin they might encounter, they might well resist every seduction 
to evil and despise every unhallowed pleasure, seeing that they had set before 
them in the Christian race such an unspeakable recompense of reward. ** Por,*’ 
saith the apostle, “ we are not come” like our forefathers “ unto the Mount 
that might be touched,” that is, the material Mount Sinai, whence the law was 
promulgated, ** and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness and darkness and 
tempest ; and the sound of the trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice 
-they that heard, entreated that the Word should not be spoken unto them 
any more. (For they oould not endure that which was commanded ; and if so 
much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with 
a dart. And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and 
quake). But,” vrith you the case is very different : ye are come to Mount 

Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels ; to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; and to Jesus the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of 
AbeL” 

In this representation, when we consider the persons to whom it was made. 
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and the time in which it was written, there must have been an emphasis and a 
pathos, of which we can scarcely form an adequate conception. It was addressed 
to converted Jews, to those who had been wont to regard Jerusalem, and its 
magnificent temple, and gorgeously appareled priests, and splendid ceremo- 
nials of worship, with feelings of profoundost veneration. It was penned about 
the year of Christ 63 , when that city was about to undergo the horrid calami- 
ties, which had drawn forth the deep lamentations and bitter tears of the ** Man 
of sorrows.** In the prospect of this event and in the retrospect of it, as well as 
under the burden of other fears and sufferings, this representation of the apos- 
tle was most eminently calculated to encourage hope, to confirm faith, and to 
enlist the feelings on the side of pure and undefiled religion. Before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem it would raise their minds above all the scenes of dis- 
tress which impended over them ; and after the destruction of Jerusalem it 
would soothe their sad regrets at the national glories which had passed away. 
What though the Mount Sion, on which rested the edifice of Solomon, was no 
longer an object of attraction ? They were come to the spiritual Sion, the 
platform of the nobler privileges and purer worship, introduced by a better 
covenant than that of Sinai. What though the city of David was about to be 
laid waste or was already a heap of ruins ? They were on their way to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, whose foundation is on the 
everlasting hills, and cannot be moved at any time. What though they could 
no longer mingle with the multitude, which went with the voice of joy and 
praise to the house of God in the metropolis of their forefathers ? They were 
by faith associated, and would ere long face to face converse with an “ innume- 
rable company of angels, “with the general assembly and church of the first- 
born, which arc written in heaven, and with the spirits of just men made per- 
fect’* in holiness and bliss. What though they were oppressed and persecuted, 
and their names cast out as evil by misjudging men ? They had through the 
cheering light of the Gospel a ready <100688, by the prayer of faith, to God, the 
impartial Judge of all. What though the covenant between Jehovah and tlieir 
fathers, who were once His peculiar people, had come to an end, and they had 
no longer any altars or sacrifices to propitiate heaven by the daily shedding of 
the blood of beasts, and there was no visible high priest to intercede for them 
on the great day of yearly atonement? They had believed “in Jesus, the 
Mediator of the new covenant,” and learnt to apply the blood of sprinkling, 
which speaketh better things than that of Abel.** 

Lot us now attend particularly to those several privileges and prospects of 
believers, and observe their applicability to the followers of the liedeomer in 
every age, 

I, First they are said to have “ come to Mount Sion.*’ 

By Mount Sioii we are here to understand chiefly, the church of Christ on earth. 
It is called Mount Sion, in eviderit allusion to the hill where God’s acceptable wor- 
ship was performed under the old dispensation. It is called a mountain in other 
parts of Scripture for various and important reasons. For example, a mountain is 
generally a conspicuous object, and is seen From fer and near. So is the church 
of Christ. like a city seCon a hill it cannot be hid.” It is seen by heaven 
and earth and hell. It is viewed by God with infinite complacency, and gra- 
cious protection. It is viewed by angels, with sublimest hopes and raptures of 
anticipated joy. It is viewed by wicked men, with contempt and scorn. It 
is viewed by evil spirits with envy and hate. A mountain is peculiarly exposed 
to storms. So is the churc^h of Christ exposed to storms ; to storms sf suffer- 
ing and storms of fears *, to storms of persecution from the children of disobedi- 
ence and to storms of temptation from the prince of darkness. But notwith- 
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standing those hostile assaults, like a mountain it remains immoyably secure, 
God being engaged by promise to keep it, being ever present to keep it, being 
ever watchful to keep it. 

** So fix’d by Providence’s hand. 

A rock amidst the ocean stands ; 

So bears without a trembling dread, 

The tempest beating on its head ; 

And with its side impels the wave. 

Whose hollow seems a coming grave : 

The skies, the deeps are heard to roar, 

The rocks stand settled as before.” 

Again, a mountain is a shelter from the raging tempest to those who dwell 
at its base or sides. Bb is the church of Christ a safe shelter from the frown- 
ing judgments of heaven to those who seek refuge in its strong defences. A 
mountain is a repository of benefits, receiving on its summits the dropping 
treasures of the sky, and then sending them forth in welling streams to refresh 
and fertilize the surrounding country. So is the church of Christ the source 
of unspeakable blessings to mankind, being blessed with the manifold grace of 
God, — with “ the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of Ipiowledge and of the fear of the Lord” — and being the 
instrument of conveyih^ these gifts to the dark and desolate hearts of sinners, 
and thereby causing the moral wilderness and solitary place to be glad, and 
the desert to rejoice and blossom as the rose.*’ Well then may it be called a 
mountain — a hill of the Lord. Draw ye nigh to this Mount Sion, and ye shall 
find it to abound in all the sources of consolation, security, and hope, and to 
re-echo with the sweet tidings of salvation, and the glad words of welcome. 

Come unto Me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” 

II. Connected with Mount Sion in the apostle’s representation is ** the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.*’* The earthly Jerusalem was called 
the city of God, betause among other reasons it was appointed of God to be 
the metropolis of His chosen people, the royal residence of David His anointed, 
the grand scene of public worship, and the special place for exhibiting to hu- 
man eyes the symbol of the Divine presence in the luminous cloud resting be- 
tween the cherubim. The same name is here applied with greater emphasis to 
the church, being the company of God’s faithful people, having been purchased 
by God’s Son, the antitype of David, and honoured by the descent ux>on it of 
God’s Spirit, the antitype of the luminous cloud. But we believe that by the 
city of the living God is in this passage chiefly meant the home of the redeemed 
in the celestial regions. It is expressly called the heavenly Jerusalem, and that 
is the place most entitled to the name of the city of God ; for there the Divine 
presence is manifested in all its glory, more beautiful than the firmament, more 
radiant than the stars, more brilliant than the sun, and all the bright objects 
which glitter in mortal eyes, and all the resplendent things which filt across 
the most exalted spiritu^ vision have no glory by reason of that heavenly 
glory which excelleth. That city has attractions with which those of no other 
can bear a comparison. It far exceeds the beauties of Eden, whose trees and 
fruits and flowers and verdant fields and refreshing breezes and crystal foun- 
tains and living streams have filled the poet’s heart with rapture, and trans- 
ported his imagination with delight It is constructed of costlier materials, 
and ornamented with more exquisite embellishments, its foundations being of 
precious stones, its walls of jasper, its g^tes of rarest pearls, and its palaces of 
choicest gold. In the midst of it is the throne of the Eternal, and out of that 
throne proceeds the river of unfailing life, and on the banks of that river flou- 
rishes the tree, which yields the fruit of a blissful immortality. No evil ever 
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enters its borders. No sin ever interferes with its holiness. No trouble ever 
disturbs its harmony. No sorrow ever dims its brightness. No darkness ever 
clouds its sky. No moon is required to light it by night ; no sun to cheer it by 
day, for God himself illuminates it with an everlasting light, and the Lamb of 
God fills it with unfading glory. O blessed and much to be desired city ! 
Who that contrasts it with this region of sin and doubt and suffering, does not 
long to pass from the one to the other, and is not constrained to exclaim like 
one of old, “ Oh ! that I had wings like a dove I then would I fiee away and be 
at rest in that glorious abode for ever.” 

III. Believers are next said to come “ to on innumerable company of angels.” 
Now they are united to those happy beings by the faith of the Gospel ; here- 
after they will associate with them face to face. Believers below and angels 
above constitute but one family. They are all fellow citizens and fellow sub- 
jects, and all one body, of which Christ is the head. Angels, though they do 
not at present familiarly converse with us as they shall do when this ** mortal 
shall have put on immortality,” are yet very near us, having a special love for 
us, exercising a watchful care over us, and constantly ministering to us as “ the 
heirs of salvation.” They have ever taken a vast interest in the blessed 
scheme of man’s redemption. When the only-bcgotteh One, the author *and 
finisher of the glorious plan, was brought into this our world, all these morning 
stars sang together, and all these sons of God shouted for joy. They attended 
Him in the hour of His fierce temptation by the prince of darkness. They 
sought to sustain and cheer Him in the sore agony and bloody sweat of Geth- 
semane. They kept watch over His body as it slumbered in the silent sepul- 
chre, and they rolled away the stone from its mouth, when the brief empire of 
death was passed, and beheld Him rise the conqueror’s conqueror, that He 
might ** open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.” And in all those of 
mankind, who avail themselves of this finished work of the Saviour, they take 
a corresponding interest, as in those of whom He shaU see of the travail of His 
soul, and who shall multiply the jewels of His diadem, and increase the lustre 
of His renown. They love them as brethren, who arc like themselves the heirs 
uf glory ; and so great is their desire to add to the number of such as shall be 
savoil, that whenever a poor transgressor, smitten with a sense of his lost and 
miserable state, comes with a broken heart to seek mercy through the merits of 
the cross, and is thereby translated to the happy fold that shall enjoy their 
blessed society for ever, they are filled with increased rapture on the occasion, 
and they make the heaven of heavens to ring with louder songs of praise, for 
“ there is,” we are assured, “joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth.” Every such an one belongs thenceforward to their in- 
numerable company, being identified with them in hopes and prospects, and 
receiving the benefits of their special love and care while here on earth, and is 
destined ere long to be introduced to their visible presence in heaven, to enjoy 
their unalloyed delights, and to share their unfSeiding glories throughout the 
days of an unchanging eternity. 

IV. Believers are further said to have come “ to the general assembly and 
church of the first-born, which are written in heaven — to which “ are added the 
spirits of just men made perfect.” They now belong “ to the general assembly 
and church of the first-bom that is, they are of the number of those who are 
bom again, and whose spiritual birth entitles them to a heavenly inheritance. 
The first-bom under the law had a right to a double share of the inheritance. 
So they who are born of the Spirit are destined to a far larger shore of happi- 
ness than any of God’s earthly creatures. They are the sulyects of a nobler 
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birth, and they are the heirs of a more exalted inheritance, even the inherit- 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fhdeth not away.” Presently they will 
take actual possession^ of that inheritance, and then all drawbacks on their 
happiness, all imperfections in their characters and enjoyments will be at an 
end. They will join the ranks and assume all the privileges of the “ spirits of 
just men made perfect.” Their race wiU be consummated, their deliverance 
complete, their reward full, their faith heightened into sight, and their graces 
elevated into glory. They will be exempted from every soroe of disquietude 
and alarm. No pain shall mingle with their pleasure ; no enemy shall interfere 
with their peace ; no fear or want shall cause them one moment of uneasiness — 
but all around them and within them will be sweetness to the taste, music to the 
ear, beauty to the eye, rapture to the heart without mixture, without interrup- 
tion and without end. 

To join the innumerable company of angels is of itself a glorious privilege, 
and a noble object of ambition. But to join the spirits of just men made per- 
fect is a condition which seems to ns with our present hopes and fears to be 
more sympathetically and interestingly attractive. For we are thereby re- 
minded that we shall not only ourselves be free from every imperfection, but 
that we shall also meft« again in that happy state those beloved ones whose 
departure before us into the world of spirits had riven our hearts with grief. 
And that doubtless will be one of the sweetest ingredients in our cup of hap- 
piness. Some indeed may object and say, *■ If in that world of joy, all local 
prejudices and all temporary prepossessions shall be no more, will not every 
attachment to those who have been our dearest friends and relatives be ab- 
sorbed in that universal sympathy which must pervade those happy regions ? 
If it be those who love God that we shall love, and all around us shall love 
Him with all their heart, why should we not love them all equally ? What 
can alter the degree of our affection, when the ground of it is the same ?' I 
answer, gratitude. It was you, my father, says one ; it was you, my mother, 
says another ; it was you, my brother, sister, dear relative, or disinterested 
benefactor, says another, that was the instrument of bringing me to ‘this world 
of bliss. It was you, the guardian of my early years, who instilled into my 
mind the counsels of heavenly wisdom and the lessons of everlasting truth. 
It was you, the friend of my soul, who brought me to Jesus, and taught me to 
lay hold of the glorious hope set before me in His glorious Gospel. And to meet 
you here, where we shall part no more — oh ! it enhances the brightness of 
this glorious place, and causes to overflow my already full cup of joy. Will it 
be thus, my friends, in thhticity of God ? Shall we there be again united to 
those with whom we took sweet counsel here, and with whom we mingled the 
song of redeeming love in this the house of our pilgrimage ? Should not the 
thought at once impel us to improve every opportunity of pious communion 
now, and soothe the pangs of grief when that communion shall be interrupted 
by death ? It is indeed painful to look into the grave of one we love. Na- 
ture camiot but melt within us at the gloomy sight. But methinks it should 
dry the tears of the bereaved parent or the forsaken child, to believe that, 
though they have lost the one the guide of his youth, and the other the staff 
of his declining ago, they shall one day be restored to each other's arms never 
to be separated more, and that their steps, though solitary now, are perpe- 
tually drawing nearer and nearer to the land of everlasting friendship and 
indissoluble love. After having been tossed on this tempestuous ocean, with 
all we love apparently swallowed up in its dark abyss, for the parent to meet 
his long lost child, tbe widow to be given back to the partner of her soul, bro- 
th^ to brothers, and friends to friends — ^to find themselves again in posses- 
sion of all their hearts held dear, and cm that peaceful shore too, where no 
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stonns can ever arise, but all is perfect peace and perfect joy — what lang^uage 
can paint the exquisite happiness of a scone like this ? What shall melt the 
heart to penitence and love like a hope such as this ? What is more fitted to 
bring you into the obedience of Christ than a prospect such as this ? - Oh ! 
the blindness and perverseness not to cultivate with all the faculties of the 
soul the fellowship that shall be perpetuated thus ! Oh ! the wretchell short- 
sightedness and miserable worldliness that can for a moment turn aside from 
a consummation such as this, and endanger the accomplishment of such a re- 
union as this ! Let imagination range through the social periods of your life. 
Recall the memory of those with whom you have passed many days and years 
in the pleasing intercourse of affection. You who have known what it is to 
bow beneath the heaviest stroke of heaven, think of those who loved you with 
a love tbn.t no time or distance could eflfecc, but whose memory is all the trea- 
sure that is left you to cherish now. Do they not, though dead, still speak 
unto you ? Hoar you not a voice from the tomb calling you to seek the seats 
of the blessed ? See you not a hand from the grave beckoning you to the 
shore of eternal glory ? It is the summons of a father, mother, brother, 
sister, the child of your hopes, the partner of you!^ pares, or the friend of 
your heart, whose dust you honor, and over whose grave you have often wept. 
Who shall not respond to the call ? Who shall not strive to ascend the hill of the 
Lord, and to enter the city of the living God ? Who shall not make it his daily 
prayer and care to be united to the “ innumerable company of angels and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect ?” 

V. But we have not yet done with the noble privileges and exalted enjoyments 
of the saints. ** They are come to God the Judge of all, and to Jesus tho 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of spTinkling, that speak<fth 
better things than that of Abel,’* This, like some preceding parts of the text, 
refers both to the church on earth and to the church in heaven. Through the 
intercession of Christ, the Mediator of tho new covenant, believers arc able 
hero to approach tho Judge of all without terror. It was not so under the old 
covenant of Sinai. That said, “ Do this and live,” and denounced vengeance 
upon “ every one that continued not in all things that wore written in the book 
the law to do them.’* But here, under the Gospel, is a more merciful arrange- 
ment. Here is an ample atonement for transgression, crying out, “ Deliver 
from going down to the pit, for I have found a ransom.” Here is the blood of 
sprinkling to save thb first-born from death. Be^^ than the blood, which was 
sprinkled on the lintel and the door-posts of the houses of Israel, to save their 
first-bom from the death inflicted on the Egyptians, here is the ** blood of Jesus 
Christ which cleanseth from all sin,” and which, sprinkled by faith on ourginUy 
conscience, will scatter all our tears, and enable us to stand with confidence of 
acquittal before the Judge of aU. If we are among the regenerate or tho first- 
born of God, His blood wiD rescue us from the wrath of heaven, and save us 
from eternal death. Here is a blood “ that speaketb better things than that of 
Abel.” Whether we understand, as some do, by the blood of Abel, the blood 
of the beasts which he offered in sacrifice, and with which the blood of t)ea8ts 
shed under the Mosaic law was identified ; or whether we understand, as others 
do, by the blood of Abel, the blood whiedi flowed from his body under the mur- 
derous hands of Cain, the blood of Christ speaketh far better things than either. 
It speaketh better things than the blood of the ceremonial sacrifice offered by 
Abel and his imitators. That was only the shadow of the real atoning stream, 
and ** could never of itself take away imd make the comers thereunto per^ 
feet** as to pardon for the past, p^ce for the present, or hope for the future. 
But this speaks direct consolation to the broken heart, and says with positive 
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assurance to the heavy-laden sinner, ** Thy sins and iniquities shall be remem- 
bered no more.’* 

“ Not all the blood of beasts, 

On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace, 

Or wash away the stain. ^ 

But Christ the heavenly Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away ; 

A sacrifice of nobler name. 

And higher worth than they.*' 

Or to take the expression in another sense, ** the blood of Christ speaketh 
better things than the blood of Abel” shed by Cain. That cried out 
to God for vengeance. This crieth out to God for mercy. This pleaded 
for pardon on behalf of those, by whose hands it was actually shed, and 
succeeded in bringing many of them to repentance and salvation ; and it pleads 
with God on behalf of every believer, rescues him from wrath and condemna- 
tion, and ensures him an acquittal before the Judge of all. By virtue of the 
great intercession and atonement, which by faith he has approached, the Judge 
of all is become his friend, and will not only release him from every charge of 
the Divine law, but will judge all those who slander and persecute him, and 
will ** bring forth lEs judgment as the light, and His righteousness as the 
noon-day.** 

These noble privileges of the believers on earth will issue in the most exalted 
enjoyments in heaven. These, having been already cleansed by the blood of 
sprinkling from everything that defileth and soparateth the soul from God, 
they will come into immediate converse with the Judge of all, and with Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant. And what a deluge of pleasure will over- 
flow their hearts, when at last they open their eyes to the clear discoveries of 
the glorious perfections of God ! Here He grants them the comforts of His 
grace, and the earnests of His love. But there He spreads before them all the 
bright treasures of His wisdom, all the beauties of His holiness, all the glories 
of His power, and all the riches of His inexhaustible goodness, and will say 
unto them, all these things are yours, to contemplate and to enjoy for ever and 
ever. And who can tell the raptures of the believer’s soul, when he shall see 
“ Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant,” face to face ! If faith and love of 
an unseen Saviour sometimes produce ** a joy unspeakable and full of glory,^* 
as though the heart were wrajj^t to paradise, what must th6 effect be of actually 
beholding His person, anff Constantly enjoying His presence! * Blessed 
Bedeemer,* will the glorified saint exdaim, * What do 1 not owe to thee, and 
how it crowns all my joy to be thus admitted to pour forth the tribute of my 
grateful lieart in Thy immediate presence ! I was once poor, blind, and naked, 
but Thou hast brought me into marvellous light, and clothed me with a rich 
robe of righteousness. 1 was once under the tyranny of Satan, and doomed to 
darkness and despair, but Thou hast bruised him under my feet, and brought 
mo into this ddightful region of ffliss and glory. What tongue can express 
my gratitude to Thee for such marvellous loving-kindness ! What love can 
equal mine for Thee who art “ the chief among ten thousand and altogether 
lovely !” “ Worthy art Thou to receive glory and honour and blessing and 
praise for ever and ever.” ’ 

And now the rest and happiness of the saints are complete. They are come 
to ** the innumerable company of angels in heaven, and to God the Judge of 
all, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant,*’ and they themselves are 
become ** spirits made perfect.” And how sweet are their enjoyments, and how 
delightful their discourses ! With what overflowing gratitude do they recount 
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the wonders of their destiny and habitation ! How joyfully they concur in 
thanksgiving to God for all His marvellous goodness ; for His creation of them 
to be reasonable beings, capable of this fulness of joy j for His preservation of 
them through all the perils and temptations of a fallen nature and a sinful 
world ; but, above all, for His redemption of them by so costly a saeridce, to 
be vessels of honour in His immortal presence 1 The cherubim and seraphim 
join in the song of praise, and the innumerable company of angels prolong the 
rapturous strain. And all the hosts of heaven casting their crowns in delighted 
homage before the throne, exclaim, “ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was and is, and is to come. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory 
and honour and power ; for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy plea- 
sure they are and were created.” 

Oh I the unspeakable pleasure of this concert of heaven ! Could we hear but 
some echo of these hymns of praise and songs of redemption, we should long 
to join that blessed company. Could we anticipate, by the exercise of constant 
faith and habitual contemplation, that glorious reward which remaineth for 
the righteous, we should not be so attached to the pleasures, and so engrossed 
by the occupations of this unsatisfactory and evanescent world. Pray ye, then, 
beloved, that your “ afibetions may be” continually “ set on things above,” and ye 
shall not be overcome of evil, or borne down by sorrow. What though Satan 
surround you with all his allurements ? ye can resist them without difficulty, 
when ye think of the sublime felicities of heaven. What though trouble and 
disappointment be your lot, ye can regard them as ** a light affliction,” when ye 
meditate on the eternal ** weight of glory.” What though the recollection of past 
sin sometimes clouds your spirits, ye can be at peace, as ye think of the “ blood 
of sprinkling.” What though death has desolated your homes, and carried 
away your best beloved ones, oh 1 ye can find ample consolation in the hojw of 
meeting them again among the heirs of God. “ Set your affections, then, on 
things above,” and nothing can harm you, or make you miserable. Precious 
is the hope set before you in the GospeL Safe is your condition, if born of the 
Spirit. Joyous your prospect, if believers in Christ. “ For ye are come unto 
Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of 
the first-bom which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel.” 
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** For dust thou art^ and unto dust shall thou return** — Genesis iii. 19. 

The awful and universal importance of the sentence that is gone out 
against all mankind, a sentence which admits of no commutation, and from 
which no man can escape, renders even the minutest circumstances connected 
with its passing interesting in the highest degree. . The first four chapters of 
the book of Genesis abound, perhaps, more than any other part of the Divine 
oracles in matter for curious speculation ; and though such speculation may 
for the most part be more pleasant than profitable, yet the events alluded to 
in the text are so dreadful in their nature and so universal in their conse- 
quences, that we feel we shall hardly have obeyed our Lord’s command, 
Search the Scriptures,” unless we bestow upon them a little of our attention. 
In calling your thoughts to the certainty of deatli, we shall, therefore, first, 
consider how death came into this world ; we shall speak of “ the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil,” the eating of whose fruit gave it immodiutc 
entrance, and of ** the tree of life,” by the shutting up of which the awful sen- 
tence has been carried into execution. These refioctions will lead us, if the 
Jjord permit, to apply to ourselves the words of inspiration. And may we be 
“ so taught to number our days, as to apply our hearts unto wisdom 1” 

Among that multitude of trees which were ” pleasant to the eye and^ good 
for food,” which adorned the terrestrial paradise prepared for man’s abode, 
were two of a more mysterious nature — two which were to be the instruments 
— one of man’s trial, the other of his reward — the ** tree of knowledge,” 
and the “ tree of life.” The “ tree, of knowledge of good and evil” was the 
one whose fruit was prohibited to man. Of its nature we can know but very 
little ^ there appears, however, to have been nothing in its qualities capable of 
causing death, but that punishment was brought upon man by other and 
independent means. It has been ingeniously remarked, that the tree was so 
called because by the eating thereof Adam should know what good he had 
lost and what evil be had broug|^ upon himself ; we must, however be per- 
mitted to think, that the fruit ofthis tree had some illuminkting effect upon 
the mind, and that the words of the serpent were in some respects true — 
Behold, ye shall be as gods, knowing good and eviL” It is iwssible that 
some mysteries of iniquity before unknown and unattajnable might have been 
revealed to the transgressor ; it is possible that demons might have been 
then permitted to make man a partaker of their fearful secrets ; but whatever 
was the operarion of the fruit, we know but too well what were the effects of 
eating it— even the expulsion of Adam Irmn Paradise, and the shutting up for 
ever of the tree of life. Of this latter we are enabled to speak with a greater 
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probability of truth j for although wo are nowhere told why the tree of life 
was planted on the earth, we yet learn so much incidentally of Its nature and 
properties that we need scarcely entertain a doubt uiK)n the subject. Towards 
the close of the chapter from which we have selected our text we find these 
words ; ** And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is lx3comc as one of us, to 
know good and evil : and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever : there^'ore the Lord God sent him forth 
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence ho was taken. So 
He drove out the man ; and He placed at tlic east of the garden of Eden che- 
rubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life.” The former part of this passage would have been more exactly 
translated had it run thus ; ** And the Lord God said. Behold, the man who 
was as one of us, knoweth now not only good, but also evil.” And with regard 
to the latter part we may observe, that it was an act of mercy on the part of 
the Lord, to prevent man from living for ever on earth in a fallen state. 

We now come to consider the circumstance that the sentence of death was 
carried into execution, not by the immediate destruction of Qur first parents, 
but simply by closing against them the way to the tree of life. Prom this we 
learn, that even in his unfallen state the body which was framed of the dust 
of the earth was of a decaying nature, and tliat the use of this tree was to 
recruit that spirit of vitality by which it was to be supported in perpetual 
youth and vigour. It would have remained free from other diseases, and 
would probably have been incapable of death ; but it would seem that the 
approach of old age would have become manifest j the eye would have become 
dim and the ear dull, the pulse faint and the strength exhausted, if not 
refreshed from time to time by the use of this wonderful tree. From the 
length of life enjoyed by the antediluvians, we find that old age did not 
approach them till at least seven centuries had passed over their heads, and 
that the span of their existence bordered on a thousand years. How this 
came to be gradually shortened, we shall on another occasion examine ; suffice 
it here to^cemark, that by such a dispensation as thus debarring the life- 
giving fruit from man, the mercy of the Lord was wonderfully displayed ; 
because by death alone could man, now fallen, be readmitted into the presence 
and favour of God. 

But let us for a moment suppose that man still had access to this tree, the 
cox^equences would to the human race at large be truly awful. When the 
earth was cursed for the sin of man, a limit wa»'*i)ut to its produce ; and it is 
only by the regular removal in due order of eveTy Ijuman being that its pro- 
ductions can be made to suflSice for the living. Let us but look at the priva- 
titms to which the poor are often subjected during seasons of temporary dis- 
tress — the effects of a scarcity of work or of a decrease of wages — of a scanty 
harvest or a severe winter — let us look at the effects of these things^ and con- 
sider what would be the effect if lor one person there were tens of thousands, 
and for one city there were thousands. Imagination can hardly conceive the 
horrible misery of such a state as tlds. If to those who ate of the tree of life 
a violent death were possible, we should the human race, not metaphori- 
cally, but literally, f^reying on each other like the beasts of the forest ; and 
if such a death were not i>oBsible, destruction, swift destruction, would be 
prayed for by whole nations as a boon, and earth would exhibit scenes such as 
can only be pictured by those to whom the horrors of hell are known. 

But, besides this, it was the declared intention of the Almighty, to put a 
final end to the now corrupted world — to remove man from its precincts — and 
to place him, through the atonement of Jesus Christ, in a brighter and more 
enduring paradise than that which he had lost. Now this was done without 
a miracle by the means we have mentioned. Deprive<i of the means of con- 
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tinning life to an indefinite extent, death intervened when the constitution of 
man gave way, and the sentence, however long delayed, was thus carried into 
effect. 

We shall not now pause to speak of the future glories of the tree of life, 
whose fruit shall be of twelve kinds, and whose “ leaves shall ^ for the 
healing of the nations,*’ but rather proceed to consider how this awful cer- 
tainty of death affects us, and inquire, what fruits docs it produce in our life ? 

Let us place ourselves, as it were, upon a tower, and take a glance at the 
hearts of men ; and though we cannot uncover the secret intents of indivi- 
duals, we tnay yet figure to ourselves such persons as shall serve as represen- 
tatives of the rest. The first, and perhaps the most remarkable observation 
which we shall make, is that of the multitude hurrying along iMjfore us, all 
tending to the same goal and all pressing fowards towards the entrance of the 
dark “ valley of the shadow of death.” There is scarcely one whose thoughts 
are turned to the hour of his departure. It matters but little whether the 
sun be shining above them and the landscape smiling around them, or whether 
they are holding on their way through storms and amongst barren wilds — ^the 
present, and the uncertain future — ^the space of time that shall elapse before 
death hurries them away^ are the sole objects of their care ; for this short and 
uncertain future are they laying up stores ; in it they look for success, and 
^onoiir, and “ troops of friends.” All who are not like themselves, anxious 
and concelrncd on this account, they consider as idle and utterly improvident 
— alas 1 unconscious that their own conduct is incalculably more improvident ! 
The man who lives only for the present may be, and justly is, accused of 
want of prudence — but he docs at least catch the moments as they fly, and 
endeavour to enjoy them ; the man who without respect to a hotter world is 
toiling to lay up riches for this, is the most unreasonable as well as the most 
self-denying of mankind — he is refusing the pleasures of this world, and at 
the same time renouncing the hopes of a better. We would not condemn — 
nay, we would earnestly enjoin — diligence in business ; but we woifid say, let 
it be accompanied by fervency of spirit in the fear of the Lord. 

But from the crowds sweeping by ua, let us single out a few instances for 
our improvement. See, then, that man upon whose brow time has already 
written premature wrinkles ; he has been all his life the votary of ambition. 
For the rewards tliat she held out to him, has he risen up early and late 
taken rest. He has renouneSd the quiet of domestic life, and worn out all the 
best faculties of his mind in subordinate offices ; yet step by step lias he 
advance up the glittering ladder ; his renown has reached the ears of princes, 
arid courts behold him with interest. And now he has atttained the higli 
point he proposed to liimself ; the brilliancy of his talents and the soundness 
of his judgment are the theme of universal praise, and tlie destinies rif nations 
are Committed to his care. Let ns, then, behold the successful iriatCstnan. 
Honour and power ore indeed his—but what is the price he hao paid for 
t His whole previous carrier has been bid; a ptdnde to dm grand act 
that ls ririw t6 bei0n--birtaiBsL^^ are the hea^h, thri s|drits, the indo- 
mftablO energy of youth, whidi he now, mctte than 0^, lieedaf The eye 
that oricb fished iiKhgpaht defiance on his adversaries is becoming dim ; the 
voice thw OnCe thnndmbd lOrth to astonished seriates the 'dictates of mental 
poww, or held them endhained by the silver fetterii of persuasive wisdorii is, 
alasl somewhat idtoriot cj iris strength j the whitening hair arid the decreasing 
Sttriri^ arii afi Waituittgs o! the tipproamng change: Yet is the mihd of that 
man fixed upon a temporal future ; he looks forward to a long enjoyment of 
™ power and infiui^oe he though the hurry to which he 

has been living, the wliirl of incessant business devolving upon hiiii, has left 
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him no leisure to prepare for eternity, though his sins are unrepented and his 
soul unredeemed, he is still putting off to ** a more convenient season** the con- 
siderations of religion. But though repentance and faith may be ^erred, 
death will not. The stream of our life is bearing us ever onward ; steadily 
and rapidly are we moving down the current ; and while wo our eyes 

with the objects on either shore, while. lost in wonder at the bright meadows 
and deep forests through which we pass, we neglect the guidance of our bark, 
there rises suddenly before us, stern and black, in the midst of the torrent, the 
rock upon which we are about to strike. A few vain but bitter lamentations 
may escape us, as it grows darker and nearer — till at length conics the final 
crash, and aU is over ! 

JLet us turn our eyes once more to the man whom all esteem so for- 
tunate — the man whom the sovereign delighteth to honour. In the silence 
of his retirement he reviews his past life ; he feels that the hour is fast 
coming, when he must appear in the presence of God. It may bo that 
he looks back to the piety of his jiarents, and their anxiety to train him ui> 
in the fear of the Lord ; it may be that he contemidatcs the humbler but hap- 
pier fate of some once dear companion of hia childhood, and 'exclaims in the 
bitterness of a too late repentance, ‘ Oh ! had I to live again, how would I 
seek contentment in the paths of virtue and religion ! how willingly would I 
renounce all the gorgeous hopes which I have but now realised ! — now, that 
they can only mock the last hours of life !’* But to be convinced that we have 
“ spent our labour for that wliich is not bread, and our strength for that 
wliich satlsfieth not,’* will not recall the past and give us again a choice of 
good and evil. Oh ! in that solemn hour when the spirit is about to quit the 
tabernacle in which it has so long dwelt, and which has become so dear to it ; 
when the time for repentance is past, and no i)reparatiou has been made for 
the'^awful transit from one world to another, what are the pomp, tlio glory 
the riches oi this world? How willingly would the possessor give them all 
up for a few months*, nay, a few days’ life ! No matter how mean the station, 
no matter how few the conveniences ; what are perils and hunger and thirst 
and nakedness and sickness, ay, all that this world can lieap upon the liead of 
the most miserable, compared to the flames of hell ? But we will finish tlie 
picture, and follow the long and magmficent procession which escorts the 
statesman to his last abode. Are those sable plumes, those boating banners, 
that wearisome parade of mourning, any satisfaction to the parted spirit ? 
Shall the statue erected to his memory, culogium pronounced on his 
career, compensate the loss of God’s approbation ? Alas ! the q^uestion needs 
no answer ; it is but putting in another form the awful query of our Lord, 

What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world aqd lose his own soul ? 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?'* 

The portrait we have drawn is indeed drawn from imagination ; and it may 
be said, * If the circumstances thus repxeseuted are not matters of fact, why 
bring t-hem forward at all ? and, especially, why produce them as a warning 
to those who neither are nor can be in sucii circumstances ?’ We ireply, such 
things are continually oecurring ; and if the instance wo have imagined be 
too lofty for a general example, it will not jbe the less useful to show that uo 
advantages are of any real value that do not tend to advance us in our way 
heav^ward. But we wifi take a** instance from real life 5 we will show ypu 
a man whose intellectual power ma^e hiin the most conspicuous charactes of 
his age. He was of humble origin, but the splendour of his genius cou^ |ai^ 
no additional imtare irom any adventitious ckcumstance ; be had but to apeak, 
and even the most eloquent were silent jm attantlou ; he had but to write, and 
thousands revered his dictate as au oracle. He moved about from <me court 
to another tike an independent sovereign. Wealth, honour, long life, iufiuence 
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more extensive than any man of his time — all were his; and how did he 
employ these advantages ? He taught the x>eop]c to despise their Saviour 
and to iisobey their king, to disbelieve their Bible and dishonour their rulers ; 
and while he built a church in whicli what he called a God was to be wor- 
shipped with what he called religion, he yet laughed to scorn the Word of 
Inspiration, and held up to open ridicule the scheme of Christianity. But 
what was the end thereof ? When the time came that he should give an 
account of his stewardship, then came the agony of late remorse and unavailing 
repentance ; then the veil of the future was withdrawn, and the eye of the 
mind beheld that retribution which the anger of God hath prepared. 

We will not repeat the horrors which are related to have attended the 
death of a Voltaire, but we will turn to the delightful task of showing how 
death hath been robbed of his sting, and the grave of his victory. “ The sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law ; but thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Yes, for as death came 
through the sin of Adam, so “ it behoved Christ to suffer,” that this sin should 
no longer lie upon us, but being delivered from the guilt both of original and 
actual sin we might have peace with God. He, too, was laid in the tomb — 
Ho who had shown His power over death by restoring to life those who had 
already been his victims. He was wrapped round with graveclothes, and a 
watch was set over Him ; but, as “ the first-born of many brethren,” as the 
Captain bf salvation to as many as either did or should believe on His name, 
did He call around Him the angelic hosts of His heavenly kingdom ; and 
while the earthquake and the thunders and the lightnings dazzled the eyes 
and astounded the minds of the guard, was the stone rolled away from the 
mouth of the sepulchre, and the glorified Saviour ascended to God the Father. 
What further confirmation was needed to the faith of His disciples than the 
evidence of this resurrection ? What further proof, that whosoever suffered 
with Him, whosever in the faith of his name passed away from this life, 
should, like Him, be raised in glory ? 

And in what light is death now to be regarded ? To the unbelievers, as 
indeed the “ king of terrors they have supplied him with the horrors which 
attend him, they have enveloped him in clouds, and then tremble at the work 
of their own hands. But is this grisly phantom, that cannot he contemplated 
without a shudder, the true picture of death ? What is it but the departure 
into another, world ? And though the very thought be more solemn than 
aught beside, still when eternal life is secure, and when heaven is promised 
through the merits of the Lord, there can he no terror in death to the Chris- 
tian. Moses, when he looked from Mount Pisgah, saw with delight that fair 
land which the children of Israel were about to possess ; and though when he 
ascended the mountain, and looked from time to time on the glorious prospect, 
as he paused to rest on his way, he might feel some natural sorrow at being 
forbidden to enter with them, yet when he came to the summit and beheld it 
in all its m^ignificence, and then looked through the gates of death that were 
already open to receive him, his desire to remain was past, and he longed to 
depart. On the one hand he saw the loveliest of earthly lands, on the other 
the fmrms of cherubim and seraphim, brighter and more mighty as they stood 
nearer the great white throne, till their glory was lost in its insufiferable 
splendour. Abraliam, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the patriarchs of the earlier 
world, stood at the portal to welcome him ; and what to him, though bis eye 
was not dim nor his natural force abated, was all the earth could offer? 
What, in times long subsequent, to the hoary Simeon, when exclaiming, 
** Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation ?” We find a Stephen beholding in his last moments “ the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God we 
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find a Paul declaring, ** I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of glory, 
which God, the righteous Judge, shall give me.** 

These are instances taken from the records of ages long past ; but with 
God is “ no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” We might refer you 
to the annals of the Church, and show you, in all ages, the men who have 
cheerfully laid down their lives as witnesses of the faith. There was a time 
when persecution was strong, and walked the earth with a scourge of iron ; 
when bigotry prepared the stake, and glared with fiendish exultation on the 
devouring flames ; yet then was the spirit of the martyr upheld by a support 
wdiich had no earthly source, and he beheld with the eye of faith the chariot 
and horses of fire waiting to convey him into the presence of an approving 
J3eity. Let us ask that father, who, with a countenance of chastened grief, 
bows to tlie dispensation of Divine Providence, what is his hope now that his 
beloved child is taken from his side ? Oh ! the stroke has lieen hard to bear ! 
and at times when tlie vacant place by the fire-side, the melancholy silence, 
or the white stone but newly added to tlie memorials in the churchyard, 
remind liiin of all that he has lost, he feels how difficult it is to say, “ Thy 
will be done but the death of his child was cheered by a bright hope of immor- 
tality — a hope not founded on ignorance, but on the testimony of Scripture. 
The d3dng smile of the youthful saint still rests, and will so long as he lives 
rest in his remembrance ; it supported him when those dear remains were 
committed to the earth, and it will encourage him to trust in the same God, 
to expect and to seek the same consolation, when the period of his own depar- 
ture shall come. 

Toll me not that a scene like this is fanciful : it is, blcs^ be God, one 
which takes place every day. And where is the man who docs not sa3% “ Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his ? •* For 
dust thou art,” saith the liord, “ and unto dust shalt thou return,** Yet shall 
there come a day, for the mouth of the liOrd hath spoken it, when the dust, 
however scattered, shall be reassembled ; when the body, which had been laid 
in the grave a “ natural body,’* shall he raised a “ spiritual body.” It is not 
our purpose now to comment on these words ; we adduce them but as one 
passage out of many, to show that death is important — ^because “after 
death, the judgment.” In that moat wonderful revelation made to St. J<dm 
wo hear ; “ And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice 
of the fourth beast say, Come, and see. And I looked, and beheld a pale 
horse, and his name that sat on him was death and hell” — that is, the invisible 
world followed him. Of that invisible world, and the intermediate state 
between death and judgment, it is but little that we knovr ; the day of the 
Lord’s second coming is the period to wliich the Christian should look with 
hope and strong faith ; for then. shall all mysteries be revealed, the kingdom of 
heaven shall be opened, all the saints shall enter into glory at the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

So, then, death is ordained by the mercy of God to be the entrance into a 
happier life. The sorrows of this world shall be laid aside, and the spirit 
shall rejoice in hope till the great day of resurrection. The body is to return 
to the dust, only that it may be raised again free from all taint of eartbliness, 
clotlied with glory and everlasting beauty ; and the man, now restored to more 
than his original excellence, shall be perfect in holiness. “ Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always aliounding in the work 
of the Lord ; forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
lAird.” 
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“ I will restore to you the years t?tat the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and 
the caterpillar, and the palmerworm. My great army which I sent among you. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, and he satisfied, and praise the name <if the Lord your 
God, that hath dealt wandrously with you : and My people shall never he ashamed. 
And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that lam the Lord your 
God, and none else : avA My people shall never be ashamedl* — ^Joel ii. 25 — 27 . 

God a wondrously dealing God — ^that, brethren, is our subject this morning. 
Oh 1 may lie cn^le ns by His Spirit to regard Him as such 1 and more — may 
we feel Him to be a God dealing wondrously with us ! 

I. Tlie text brings before us, first, the judgments of the Lord, And in these 
He shows Himself not only “ wonderful in all His ways,’* but “ holy in all 
His works.** 

Canaan was of all countries the most favoured in temiwral blessings. It is 
described by God himself as a “ land flowing with milk and honey ;’* and rich 
ill corn and wine and oil. It is exalted above all lands in His estimation. 
When He speaks of it, He calls it “ a good land, a land of wheat, and barley, 
and vines, and flg-troes, and pomegranates ; a land of oil-olive, and honey ; 
a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack 
anything in it ; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass.** 

It was the land, too, of spiritual blessings. God was known in its palaces 
as a refuge. There His temple was built ; there rested the ark and the 
mercy-seat ; there the shcchinah, the bright symbol of His presence, shone 
forth ; there Ho met His beloved Israel, made known to them His perfections, 
instructed them, and blessed them. Of all lands, we should have said, this is 
the last He will visit with judgments. But no. God, brethren, is a 
wondrously dealing God, and He will be acknowledged as such even in these. 
His people have sinned against Him ; and therefore He will hide His face and 
visit them with aflliction. He spoils their land of its beauty. He turns it and 
its glory into a scene of desolation. Drought, and barrenness, and the 
devouring instot do the work, and so completely that ** the like was not seen 
in their days, or even in the days of their fathers.** That which tlie palmer- 
worm left, the locust ate ; that which the locust left, the cankerworm ate ; 
that which the cankerworm left, the caterpillar devoure<l ; so that “ the 
beasts were groaning,** says the prophet ; “ the herds of cattle were perplexed, 
because they had no pasture ; yea, the flocks of sheep were made desolate.’* 
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And looking bock a few months, bretlircn, cannot we recall to our 
memories something like this ? Beautiful as England is, and rich, and fertile, 
with the glory of God resting on her temples, and salvation resounding within 
her gates, hunger and famine had nearly laid her low ! As in the days of the 
prophet, “ the meat was cut off before our eyes, and joy and gladness from the 
house of our God.” Yea, so deeply were we afflicted, that, like Israel of old, 
“ we sanctified a fast, we called a solemn assembly, we gathered the elders and 
all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord our Gt)d, and cried 
unto the Lord.” 

fSee then, brethren, that neither the fruitfulness of a land, nor the wealth of 
its inhabitants, nor the spiritual i>rivileges that gladden it, will save it from 
judgments. When it pleases God to bliist it with the'breath of Kis displeasure, 
all its glory and privileges are as nothing. If IXis x>eopIc siu against Him, 
however exalted they may be, and however dear to Him, lie will “ visit tlieir 
sins with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes.” Besides, j udgments and 
afflictions are the means which God often employs to bring His wandering 
people back to Himself. Mercies fail to do it ; blessings arc j^owerless. 
When the sun shines, and the sky is bright, they forget their liiding>placc. 
But the heaven lowers, the storm comes on, and they remember their 
forgotten home. The name of the Lord becomes once more as a strong tower ; 
they “run into it, and are safe.” Twice had Absalom sent for Jojib, but?^ 
Joab would not come to him. “ Go,” said lie to his servants, “ Jbab*s field is 
near, and he hath barley there ; set it on fire.” And what followed ? Joab 
is immediately in the house and at the side of his friend. And so with us. 
God sends the fire into our corn ; sends famine or sickness or deatli into our 
families, and we too are at His side ; testifying by our presence tliere that He 
is indeed ** a wondrously dealing God,” 

II. The next thing noticed in the text, is the apparmUy pnwerlesH instrumentu 
God employs to briny Ills desiyris to pass. Herein, too, He shows Himself a 
wondrously dealing God. What does He cmi>loy in this case ? He tells us : 
“ His great army.” And uowherel>does God si>euk of ** His great army” save 
in the (Scripture before us. And while we are looking upw^ard to cherubim 
and scrap) li in, angel and archangel, and all the host of heaven, ranged 
phalanx upon phalanx deep, and assembled in myriads around their great 
Captain, He bids us look to the ground, points out to us the locust, t)ie 
cankerworm, the caterpillar, and tlie i>almerworm, ami calls them His “ great 
army” — creatures so small tliat we could tread a trooi> of them into dust — 
they are the host of His right hand. 

And were not the means He employed to punish us of a similar kind ? The 
food of a nation — that whicli constituted the chief gupi)ort of our sister island 
— was destroyed, it is conjectured, by a tiny insect — the aphis ; or if not by an 
insect, by something so incomprehensible, so inconceivable, that human skill 
and sagacity could not even detect it, much less find a remedy. The disease, 
if disease it was, baffled every effort. 

And this is in accordance with God’s usual method of wondrous dealing in 
our world. The haughty Herod, seated on a throne of royalty, and vaunting 
liimself as a god, is not hurled to the ground by a thunderbolt, or stricken to 
death by a destroying angel : he is eaten up of worms. 

And look at tlie host of Midian, as they were gathered against Israel They 
were in number, we are told, as the grasshoppers. Gideon brings against them 
two-and-thirty. thousand of his men. But, ‘ Tliis will not do for Me,’ says 
God. * li tliia multitude prevail, Israel wUl vaunt themselves against Me, 
and say. Mine own Hand hath saved me.’ He therefore bids Gideon disband 
lus army, and send them away, reserving for the battle three hundred men 
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only. And more — they arc to engage the enemy without weapon of any kind. 
A pitcher with a lighted torch in it in one hand, and a trumpet in the other, 
are to be their only instruments. And with this handful of unarmed men 
(videon is to attack the vast host of the Midianites. He divides his men into 
three companies of a hundred each ; and placing himself at the head of one, 
he reaches the camp of the enemy about midnight. At a given signal Gideon’s 
comply sound their trumpets, break their pitchers, hold up their blazing 
torches, and shout, “ The sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” “ The sword of 
the Lord and of Gideon,” is echoed by the other companies, who also display 
their lights ; and the vast host of Midian are confounded. Every man’s sword 
is set against his fellow, and their destruction is complete — so complete that did 
the Lord threaten with His vengeance any guilty people, I will do imto 
them,” He says, as I did unto Midian. 1 will make their nobles like Oreb 
and Zccb, and their princes like Zeba and Salmunna.” 

Look again at the ocean when the storm rages. Wave succeeding wave lashes 
the shore, threatening in its fury to inundate and overwhelm the surrounding 
land. And yet God confines it to its place, nut by barriers of iron, or rocks of 
brass, or chains of adamant, but by what has become proverbial among men 
for utter weakness — ^fetters and ropes of sand. 

And look again at^the work of our redemption — ^of all God’s dealings with 
us the noblest, the most stupendous, the most lasting. All earth was arrayed 
against Him, and all hell declared its rebellion. And yet the victory was 
achieved — achieved by One in human form, by One who called Himself “ a 
worm and no man ; the very scorn of men and the outcast of the people by 
One whom a prophet says the world “ despised and rejected — a Man of sor- 
rows by One whom the Jews taunted with inability to save Himself — a 
bruised, a bleeding, and a dying Kazarenc ! 

And look once more at the wondrous dealing of God in the dispensations of 
His providence. When He has to punish, He makes use of instruments, though 
they may be small as the locust, for judgment He calls His strange work.. But 
when He blesses. He makes use of none ; t^at is His accustomed work ; mer> 
cies are sent in the usual course of His providence. Our threatened famine 
has been removed. But how ? We scarcely know. God has not bared His 
arm — ^mighty instruments have not effected it. It has been wrought without 
effort — without any visible putting forth of His power. And yet we are at 
this moment rejoicing in the light of His countenance. 

And see, brethren, how careful God is to bo acknowledged in all these 
things. Although He works by instruments and means. He will make it 
clearly understood that they are but instruments and means in His hand. In 
Israel’s case, devouring insects wrought the desolation ; but who sent them I 
whose army were they ? He tells us. “ The locust hath eaten, the canker- 
worm, the caterpillar, and the palmer-worm, My great army, which I sent 
among you ; /, your wondrously dealing God,” 

IIL We have, thirdly, in the text, the restoration to Cro<fs people of their for- 
feited blessings, “ I will restore to you,” He says, “ the years that the locust 
hath eaten, the canker worm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm. My 
groat army which 1 scut among you* And yc shall eat in plenty, and be 
satisfied.” 

The judgments of God having done their work, and His Israel brought back 
to Himself, their former abunc^nce and wealth shall be restored to them. 
God, brethren, never afilicts beyond the necessity of the case ; the instant 
judgments have accomplished His designs, they are withdrawn. He is 
described by Malachi as watching His people, jpst as a refiner and purifier of 
silver watches the mettd in liis furnace, so that when the process is completed, 
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and His work upon tlicni done, He may snatch them from suffering, -and 
restore them to joy. And so here. Famine and the locust having effected 
His purpose, Canaan becomes once more a fruitful and a rejoicing land. Tlic 
forests of its Carmel and the heights of its LiCbanon are green vrlth^ luxuri- 
anco and vegetation. Its vallies are waving with com. From Dan even to 
Bcersheba, the floors are described as “ full of wheat, and the fats as., over- 
flowing with wine and oil.” 

“ And they shall eat.” He will satisfy all their need. No good thing shall 
be withheld from them. Even their hearts’ desire shall be accomplished. 
“ They shall eat in plenty and be satisfied.” The God of their fathers shows 
Himself once more as their covenant-keeping, merciful, and wondrously dealing 
God. 

And can we not find a scene similar to this ? Will not our own land pre- 
sent it ? How richly — how bountifully has England been blessed of God ! 
We had a genial seed-time, followed by warm suns and refreshing showers. 
A few weeks rolled on, and our hills were luxuriant with verdure, and our 
vallies overflowing with corn. Then came the glorious harvest time, with its 
golden sheaves, and rejoicing husbandmen, and busy labourers, and stirring 
scenes ; wains laden with wheat and barley groaning homewards j gleaners 
plying their busy task in the field; and barnyards r^lete with produce. 
And look at us now. We have our granaries flUed to the full with corn : and 
more ; our country is l)eing enrichened with the harvests of the world. Ships 
from many a distant nation are freighted with food for our shores, and bearing 
it over the waves for our use. And where are the dearth and scarcity that 
afflicted us now ? A sliort while ago, had any one foretold our present abun- 
dance, our language to him would have been, “ Away, thou dreamer.” Like 
the lord who doubted the word of the prophet Elisha when he predicted 
cheapness and plenty in Samaria, we might well have asked, “ Behold, if the 
Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be ?’* But it has como 
to pass ; cheapness and plenty are gladdening every corner of our land — an 
abundance commensurate with our utmost wishes. Had the promise made to 
Israel been given to ourselves, it could not have been more literally ful- 
filled. God has indeed restored to us the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm, the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, Ilis great army which 
lie sent among us ; and He has given us to eat in plenty, and satisfied our 
utmost desires. Is He not, brethren, a wondrously dealing God ? 

IV. And now comes, lastly, the end tJieae multiplied blessings were designed U) 
answer. They were to bring fresh glory to Jehovah’s name, and to draw 
forth new and adoring thanksgivings from Xlis people. “ Ye shall cat in 
plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, that hath 
dealt wondrously with you : and My people shall never be ashamed.” 

And loud indeed must have been their songs pf thanksgiving, as they wit- 
nessed the promised abundance, the anger of the Lord turned away, and them- 
selves restored ..to His loving-kindness and favour. And as their hearts 
glowed with gratitude, how vividly would their memories recur to the past ! 
They would look upon God as their own God, the God of their fathers, the 
God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob ; the God who had chosen them 
for Himself, and who through successive generations had blessed them and 
kept them as the apple of His eye, suffering none to do them harm, and even 
in His anger remembering mercy. , 

And were not their present blessings pledges also of future mercy ? He 
who had done so much for them, would He not still pour upon them the 
riches of His grace ? still bless^ preserve, and keep them ? They could not 
doubt it, for such was His promise : Ye shaU eat in plenty, and be satisfied. 
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and call upon the name of the Lord your GKxl, that hath dealt wondrously 
with you ; and My people shall never be ashamed.” 

Yes, bretliren, the result of all these glorious blessings was 19 be a life of 
more earnest devotion and fervour in the service of their God. Tliey were to 
praise His name, and He to succour and bless them with His abiding presence. 
They were to have a more exalted knowledge of Him, and a more heartfelt 
acquaintance with His glory and perfections. And this their honourable 
state was to be a permanent and a lasting one : ** And ye shall know that I 
am in the midst of Israel, and that 1 am the Xiord your God, and none else ; 
and My people shall never be ashamed.” 

And now, brethren, let us turn Jp ourselves. “ To your own tents, O Israel.” 
Tlie blessings the text 8i>eaks of are ours, and ours in the richest abundance. 
A rejoicing i)eople testify to their presence. But, dear brethren, with the 
blessings is the thankfulness ours ? are our feelings of joy feelings of adoring 
gratefulness ? “ What shall I render unto the Lord,” says David, “ for all 
His benefits toward me ?” “ I will call upon the name of the Lord,” is his 
reply ; “ I will pay my vows unto the Lord now, in the presence of all His 
people ; in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem !” 

Like David, then, " let us enter His gates with joy and His courts with 
praise.” Let our gratitude incite us to something like an adoration comment 
surate with our blessings. Let it stir us up to a new and holier life — a life of 
renewed trust in God — and to a more implicit confidence in Him for the 
future. Dark as that future may be to some of us, if we are the people of 
God we need not fear its gloom. Leaning on Him, it shall eventually be 
changed into brightness. Let the blessings we have enjoyed in the past, and 
the mercies that have gladdened our path thus far, be to us as pledges of 
future loving-kindness and truth. “ Because Thou hast been my help, there- 
fore under the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice” — ^let that, dear brethren, 
be our constant “ song in the house of our pilgrimage.” 

We are now celebrating the gathering in of the harvest. We are brought 
together more especially to declare our gratitude for it. And if you turn to 
the twenty- third chapter of Leviticus, you will find the Lord himself, by His 
servant Moses, instituting a feast for this very purpose. And it was to be 
one of the three great feasts, when all the Jews from every part of Canaan 
we?c to present themselves before the Lord. And tliese Jews were not to 
come empty-handed. They were to bring a sheaf of the first-firsts of their 
harvest unto the priest ; and the priest was to wave the sheaf before the 
Lord. 

And let not our joy and rejoicing, brethren, be that of the lip only. Let it 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God. Let us show by acts of devotion and 
self-denial that ** freely as we have received,” we are also willing “ freely to 
^ve.” Let us make an ofiering of the first-fruits of our harvest. Let us 
present our sheaf unto the Lord. But on this point I had rather not say 
more ; save that, unless it is presented with a heart alive to its mercies — 
thankful and adoring heart — ^witthhold your hand. Let the oflTerings of gra- 
titude alone be dedicated on this day. 

But, brethren, whilst we forgot not our temporal mercies, let us worship 
God with warmer hearts and louder tongues for spiritual blessings I Won- 
drously as He has dealt with us in the former case ; He is a still more won- 
drously dealing God in the latter. We are in the midst of a glorious spiritual 
harvest ; hearing of and enjoying blessings that well might make an angel’s 
heart to bum. Wo are ofierod, not the bread that perisheth, the food that is 
to nourish our mortal bodies — but the bread of life, the bread that came down 
from heaven, to gladden our immortal souls — offered it hreely, “without 
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money and without price.” [Salvation — the trcaaurcs of salvation — arc 
pressed upon our acceptance ; all the riches of Christ, and all the joys of His 
kingdom ; mercy and pardon, grace and holiness, glory and immortality aro 
all our ow n, by simply stretching forth our unwortliy hand to receive them. 
Who then, as he hears of such tidings as these, is not ready, like the IciHir of 
old, to fall down at the feet of his wondrously dealing God, ** giving Him 
thanks ?” 

And let the commemoration of this earthly harvest remind us of that 
glorious time, when God shall gather together all the harvests of all His 
churches, and store them in His garnerdiousc in heaven, without a taro 
among them, without a sin or a sorrow tliroughout all their multitude , 

** Whon in the fulness of appointed time. 

Earth’s every race shall flock from every clime 1*’ 

Oh! what a song of thanksgiving will then burst forth! what a thrill of 
wonder ! The morning stars shall again sing together, and all the sons of Go<l 
shout for joy ! And high above them all the redeemed, purified in the blood 
and clothed in the righteousness of Christ, shall begin their new song, which, 
waxing louder and louder, shall last long as eternity itself ! 



THE CHEAT THUMTET. 


a Sermon, 

REV. JOHN HUTTON CROWDER, M.A. 

PRBACUlfiD IN ST. GBORGE’s CIIUHCII, BLOOMSBURY, 

ON SUNDAY MOKNING, AUGUST 29, 1847. 


“ And it shall come to pass in that dap, that the great trumpet shall be blown, 
and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the out- 
casts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the JLord in the holy mount at Jeru- 
salem,'^ — Isaiah xxvii. 13. 

It is beautiful to trace, in many of these prophecies, the double application, 
to the first and second coming of our [Lord Jesus Clirist. The blessedness, so 
often and brilliantly pourtrayed, will indeed be seen in perfection only at the 
regeneration of all things, but it hath commenced its development now. 
Every heart, touched and transformed by God’s converting wand, testifies to 
a happiness hitherto uiiknow’n ; not to the ** perfect day,*’ but to the “ shining 
light” which is its source and origin. The chapter before us is just one of 
those to which I allude. It primarily sets forth the glorious state of redeemed 
Israel in the ages to come — as at the sixth verse : He shall cause them 

that come of Jacob to take root ; Israel shall blossom and bud, and shall fill 
the world with fruit.” It declares Jehovah’s care for this His elect vineyard ; 
its peace and prosperity, and the removal of all hindrances to their complete 
establishment. Then, wo have the announcement of their gathering in, who 
have so long been stout against the Lord — the regrafting of the broken 
branches on to “ their own olive tree.” But, forasmuch as tlie preaclied Gos- 
pel is the only means of salvation for Jew or Gentile, we are at liberty to 
apply this verse of the text to its first publication in the world. At least, 
this interpretation has been judged admissible, nay, has been even held exclu- 
sively by many for whose zeal, piety, and love we must ever bless God. 

In this light, then, I wish now, by the blessing of the same God, to consider 
the passage in your hearing ; and first, see how a comparison of Scripture 
with Scripture will enable us to understand the word trumpet ; secondly,- I 
shall speak of the blowing of the trumpet; and thirty, the results of that 
blowing ; “ they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, 
and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy 
mount at Jerusalem.” 

I. ” The great trumpet shall be blown,” 

You know that legal ceremliyes prefigured the spiritual doings of the Gos- 
In the tenth chaptei^of Numbers, and the first verse, God commands 
Hoses thus : “ Hake thee two trumpets of silver ; of a whole piece shidt^thou 
nMike l^m : that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and 
fcM!' the jc^neyings of the camps.” Also, in the fifth verse, for analarm in case 
of an enemy’s approach : also in the tenth verse, ” in the day of your gladness, 
and in your solemn days, and at the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow 
with the trumpets over your bumt-offerings, and over the sacrifices of your 
peace-ofibrings f that they may be to you for a memorial before your Go<i : I 
am the Lord your God.” In all this there is a secret allusion to the Gospel 
of the grace of God. Its use is emphatically that of the legal trumpets, 
namely, to summon men to hear matters connected with their weal, eternal 
weal ; to warn them of spiritual armies, advancing to beset the unguarded avenues 
to their souls, as also to inspire joy aud gladness, grounded, not on the slaying 
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of any ** bulls and goats, which can never take away sin,” but on Ilis death who 
“ once, at the end of the world, hath put away sin by the sacrifice of Ilimself.” 

The literal trumpets were to be made “ of one piece** Here also there 
is a significance, such as the fashion of the Saviour’s rol>e likewise im- 
plied ; being “ without seam, woven from the top throughout.” The Bible, 
the Gospel, are without seam — ** of one piece.” Let blasphemers or erroneous 
interpreters say what they will, eenturies of Christian experience and holiness 
have convincingly attested the intrinsic unity of the Gospel. In method, in 
character, in illustration, various are the writings in the Book of I^ife ; but 
their design is one — “ they are they which testify of Me.” “ The testinmny of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” You wander through those pleasant pastures, 
linger beside those still waters ; and He is the genius of the place. Tlioso di- 
versified truths bear only one stamp, only one impression — the image and 
superscription of heaven’s great Ca'sar. 

Furthermore, the Gospel is one for a purpose ; “ that they all” who profess 
it ** may be one” — ” of a whole piece,” like the trumpets. Discord ought not 
to be among you who acknowledge as your Head ** the Prince of Peace.” 

My dear brethren, the great need of the church, and therefore what its mem- 
bers should make the subject of their chief prayers, is spiritual unity, formed 
by the love of Jesus in the heart. And we ministers, who stand in the fort^- 
front of the battle, must do our best to spread it, by “ preaching unto you the 
whole counsel of God not a maimed and partial exhibition of the saving 
scheme, but such as Paul felt that he had delivered, when he told the Milesian 
elders in the twentiethchapter of the Acts, that “ he had kept back nothing which 
was profitable” from them ; or, when he said to the Corinthians (2 Cor. i. 18), 
“ As God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay ; for the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me, and Sil- 
vanus, and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in Him was yea. For all the 
promises of God in Him are yea and .d/nen, unto the glory of God by us.” The 
Gospel trumpet is therefore of one consistent harmonious pieces 

But the trumpets called the people to the assemblies too. And even so, amid 
the dark desolate world— and specially, in this favoured island, many sanctuaries 
stand open wherein the 'trumx>et of God sounds for this purpose, “ the assembling 
of yourselves together” — not only of men’s persons, (oh ! little is gained by 
that alone,) but men’s hearts ; to gain their attention a little while, during a 
brief reprieve from the turmoil of business, the pursuit of fame, the fever of 
avaricious accumulation ; to tell them that they have interests eternal, as well 
as temporal — souls, as well as bodies ; that it will profit a man” nought, ” to 
gain the whole world, if he iwe his soul” — that nevertheless, that soul wHi be 
lost, unless God’s imploring overtures of mercy in Christ Jesus be accepted — 
that therefore “ now is the accepted time, and now the day of salvation.” Men 
and brethren, it is no light naessage which yon have come to hear this morning, 
God has ordained nothing without good reason. Public worship was never 
sanctioned by Him, merely as an empty ceremony, as a decorous compliance 
with established custom. He ordained it for the saving of souls by the means 
d His wpreme ordinance (at least if the Bible is to be the judge of what is 
supreme). His preached Word, and for the edification, by the continued appli- 
cation of it, of those whom it has softened. Oh ! be you deeply sensible of these 
responsibilities ; and remember that, by evading them, you ore only stopping 
the current of a stream, which, in the end, will be too mighty for you; and, 
burstiiig its banks, will sweep away your hopes in one tremendous desolation ! 

And further, on this head, it is said in the eighth verse, ” the sons of Aaron, 
the priests, shall blow with the tnimi^ets” thus. For the more orderly ministra- 
tion of the Word, God selects His ovm ambassadors to speak to men in His 
name. We, of course, are no priesthood, as were the sons of Aaron, all sacri- 
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fioe beiug abolished by that of Jesus ; and we, consequently, liaving none to 
ofibr, but the spiritual ones of prayer and holiness. Our commission and cre- 
dentials are to be in the highest sense of the word episcopal — conferred on us, 
not only by the temporal hands of man, but by “ the Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls.” Every individual minister of our church asserts at ordination, 
that he is “ moved by the Spirit of God to take upon him this office.” If he 
be, Im will love to sound forth the sovereign name of Jesus. Behold the test 
of faithfulness $ and be sure, that tins sound, so unpalatable to the world, the 
flesh and the devil, will never be awakened by those who have not purposed, 
by the grace of God, to forswear all three. And God’s command to ministers 
we have in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, and the first verse. “ Cry 
aloud ! Uft up thy voice like a trumpet I and show My people their trans- 
gressions, and the house of Jacob their sins.” We are not to be delicate : 
those whose wounds ministers salve over now, will curse them for it, when 
they meet together in the pit of destruction. We are not to genertdisef but 

to show My people their transgressions” — to single out individual sins, array 
them against the consciences of hearers, and then leave Cod the Spirit to con- 
duct the ax)plication. Oh ! you can tell when the Gospel trumpet is faithfully 
blown. Whenever you see motion in cold dry bones of formalism — when there 
comes forth a living believer, walking in the ways of godliness, fruitful in 
every good work, crawling no longer in the chrysalis state of the earth-bound 
caterpillar, but spreading his soul’s radiant wings in the sunshine of his 
Father’s throne — when that man tells you that his change is to be dated from 
a season when he heard from the pulpit words of strange convincing power, 
detecting power, arresting power ; and, blessed be God, consoling power ; — why, 
then his state will be an index to its origin ; then you will confess that, who- 
ever that minister has been, h^ has spoken faithfully, or God would not have 
blessed his words j and that the Gospel trumpet has given no “ uncertain 
t.j90und,” or that poor sinner woidd never have “ prepared himself for the 
battle,” and “ gone forth more than conqueror through Him that loved him.” 
Where no such results consecrate a ministry, we may argue that something is 
wrong j because God has sworn that He will answer the prayers of His faithful 
servants, and bless them with increase. 

Again : this trumpet is marked by an exclusive title, ” the great trumpet.” 
It is so in three respects : — 

1. Its summons is all important. Man has man^ calls made upon him ; 
calls from pleasure — from ambition — ^from honour, falsely so called.' Trum- 
pets proclaiming all earth’s desirable things, sound in his ears : but this 
has to do with a sphere of possessiou on which they have never entered : it 
calls to salvation ’ The world, at best, can but drug with its pestilent opiates 
the yearning of immortal souls for peace and stability ; the Gospel is ready to 
satisfy it. Other trumpets would fain drown the clamours of a hostile con- 
science ; “ the great trumpet” is heard above them all, and says to conscience, 
what philosophy never could — what unbelief never could, “ Peace, be still !” 

2. B is **the great trumpe^” as being the immediate gift of the great God. 

“ liove Divine, all love excelling,” is its great and marvellous theme ! It pro- 
claims that “ God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

8. It is the great trumpet,” because it tells of inconceivable blessings ; the 
exact ones, which every one craves for, and can find nowhere but in Jesus, the 
ark of the soul. Best to the weary : “ Come unto Me, and I will give you 
.rest.” Pardon for the guilty : “ Be it known unto you that through Him is 
preached unto you forgiveness of sins.” Liberty for the captives ; “ the truth 
shall make you free.” Health to the sick, sight to the blind, salvation to the 
perishing. 

II. This leads us to our second point— the blowing of ” the great trumpet 
it “ shall be blown.” 

Here there is a tone of resolution, implying the existence of opposition to 
its being blown ; and there is opposition. The devil would fain keep man 
asleep ; and the blast of the evangelical trumpet is meant to bid him ** awake, 
and arise from the dead, that Christ may give him light.” Being awaked 
effectually, still woffid the same enemy attune his instruments false concord, 
to mar tlie effects of Heaven’s own harmony in the soul. He has ever 
tried one or other of these methods, since the Gospel’s first publication. Of 
old “ the Lord gave the Word, and great was the company of the preachers.’* 
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Prophetic heralds of “ the Lord our righteousness*’ went forth at intervals 
amid the chosen people, to pioneer the way for the Prince of salvation. They 
sounded the trumpet clearly. True, Jesus had not yet come ; but Inspiration 
enabled them to speak of things that were not as though they were. Nothing 
in the New Testament exceeds in plainness Isaiah's proclamation of pardon in 
the forty-third chapter of his book, at the twenty -fifth verse — “ I, even I, am 
He that blotteth out thy transgressions for My own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins or Jeremiah’s well known announcement in his twenty- 
• third cliapter, at the sixth verse — “ a King shall reign and prosper, and exe- 
cute judgment and justice in the earth ; and this is His name whend>y He 
shall be called, ihe Lord our Hiff/iteousTiess** Or take David’s testimony to the 
results of His advent, in the eighty -fourth Psalm, at the eleventh verse — 
“ The Lord God is a sun and a shield ; the Lord will give grace and glory : 
no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.” These arc 
specimens ; and if the dawn was thus clefir, what was the day ? if such the 
distant peal of the trumpet, what was its piercing clangour when it iMiuie rit‘ar 
to human ears ? “ John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, and saying, Repeni^ ye ! for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” There 
was the cry summed up — “ Repent and ** faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ” was about to be superadded. Accordingly, the forerunner prolonged 
the stirring exhortation until Herod silenced him in death ; accordingly, the 
Son of God himself took up tlie trumpet, and blew through tlit^ land tlie same 
tremendous blast, * Repent, believe on Me, and live for ever I* until He, too, 
“bowed His liead, and gave up the ghost;” ticcordingly. If is followers 
assumed His oflBLce, and “ went everywhere preaching the Word.” Satan 
raged witli malice more deadly, because ineffectual ; “ some were stonetl, some 
sawn asunder,” like their prophetical predecessors ; some were beheaded, some 
crucified, like the great x>rophet ; but affliction refined the gold : louder and 
louder, above the din of battle, the roar of consuming fires, waxed the trumiiflti 
blast, “ Believe, and live !” As one trumpeter ascended in his martyr's chariot 
to heaven, he dropped his instrument into the hands of another as faithful as 
himself — like Elijah’s mantle falling on his servant’s shoulder — and thus has 
a seed been preserved to preach and receive the I-iord, unto this day. Ah I 
there is a peculiar arrestiag power in that sound. It arrests many whom it 
benefits not further, though it be meant to do both. There are diversities of 
talents in them who blow it ; but yet, on the lips of “ all who love the Tx>rd 
Jesus in sincerity,” His name is musical. Nor can such a work be touched, 
without dignifying and exalting him who touches it. Hence, the same results 
substantially are wrought on all faithful hearers by the grace of God — con- 
viction of sin, humiliation, pardon, holiness, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

HI. Look briefly at the results alluded to here : “ They shall come which 
were ready to ixjrish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in tlie land of 
Egypt* ftJ^d shall worship the Lerd in the holy mount at Jerusakm.” Tins 
includes the notion of their being made sensible of their perishing 4tate by 
the sound to which they come. They never believed it before. This is one 
of the most awful considerations for the Christian heart — that men’s souls are 
actually perishing — Satan’s dark hand ujKjn them — and they will not Ijelicvc 
it, but go on calling darkness light, and evil good. Oh ! it is sucli poor 
sleepers on the margin of eternity, that the Gosjk!! trumpet is meant to rouse ! 
Many such it has roused. They were “ready to perish,” and the Spirit of God 
swept down upon the blast of that alarming peal, and told tliem so — tol<] 
them that they were criminals, and must ^ pardoned; vile, and must bo 
cleansed — told them that earth was not their home, and that heaven never 
could be until they were endued with fitness for it, judicial imd personal — 
that Jesus the righteous had borne their griefs, earned their sorrows, and 
“was wounded for their transgressions,” and only waited to he gracious, 
^d was stretching out His hands, imploring them to be “ re<soncilefi to God” 
in Him ; and they had hearts to embrace, eyes to see, and ears to hear — and 
“ they that were ready to perish tlid come.” 

The WOTds at the close of the verse, of course refer primarily to the. dis- 
persed tribes of Israel, who, in God’s good time, shall be gathered in, apd 
“ worship the Lord in the holy mount of Jenisalem but even here, we are not 
forbidden to continue our spiritual application; nay, rather encouraged 
iJiereto by Paul's example, who addresses his Hebrew converts in the twelfth 
chapter of the Hebrews, and the twenty -second* verse, as “ ye” who “ are conic 
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unto Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,” where 
the meaning is evidently spiritual ; as again, he tells the Galatians in the 
fourth chapter, when allegorizing the story of Isaac and Ishmacl, that “ Jeru- 
salem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.” So, dear 
brethren, God’s people as yet adore Him in a spiritual Zion. “ Tlie hour is 
come when ye shall neither in this mountain (Gerizim,) nor yet nt Jerusalem, 
worship the Father and you know that an interesting topic of debate in 
this day is, whether He will ever resume the lino of demarcation in favour of 
the latter mountain. However, of one thing be certain, that now the Fa- 
ther seeketh such to worship Him,” as do so “ in spirit and in truth and I 
blow the trumjKJt now, that thereby this holy band may be increased. 

Therefore, ask yourselves whether, having heard that trumpet, you have 
obeyed its warning voice, or not ? ^(ecruits in the camp of Christ, admitted by 
baptism into outward profession, have you been deaf to that reveilk^ call in the 
morning of your days, and, lying on the bed of sloth, seen the host of the redeemed 
pass on — and you been left behind ? Have your darling sins been singled out 
at any time in your hearing, and you still clung to them ? your prejudices 
been assaulted by the Word of God, and yen rejected it rather titan them ? Is 
the trumpet sound pleasant to you ? How falls the Sabbath bell — the invita- 
tion to Jesus — ^to His supper, on your ears ? Does your heart, like David’s, 
feel “ glad when they say unto you, let us go into the house of the Lord,” 
or the contrary ? Oh ! lifeless travellers to eternity, “ who hath bewitched 
you?” Shall this narrdwness, this contracted vision ever keep you bound up 

S the prison of clay, with no sympathies but for miscalled pleasures, no in- 
rest hut for the bread which perisheth, no hearty obedience but to that 
infernal Pharaoh, whq loves to keep the body at ease, that the soul may 
starve ? Oh I see the counterpart to your own case in the conduct of those 
whom Jeremiah denounces in his sixth chapter,: “ Thus saith the Lord, Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, ^ and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. But they said. We 
will not w^ilk therein. Also, I set watchmen over you saying, Hearken to the 
sound of the trumpet! but they said, We will not hearken. Therefore, hear ye 
nations, and know, O congregation, what is among them. Hear, O earth ! behold 
I will bring evil on this people, even the fruit of their own thoughts j because 
they have not hearkened to My words, nor to My law, but rejected it.” 

Immortal men, may God bless the call which 1 have now uttered. Hark I the 
trumpet sounding whose theme is mercy and love. How long you may l)e 
privileJBll to hear it, is among the secrets of the Lord : but know this, that 
another will soon sound, whose theme shall be judgment. “ Behold I show 
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” The Lord 
now descends by His Spirit, suing for acceptance in His creatures’ hearts ; but 
*•* the Lord shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise.” 
Brethren, would you behold Him joyfully then? Accept Him readily now! 
Would you start from your coffins with exultation at the sound of that 
trumpet? Incdine your ear to the sound of this! Take up, in God’s name, 
the Pearl of great price, and let it not bo said in heaven that it has been 
thrown to dogs and swine, who prized the offiil of a perishing world more. 
Set your houses in order, as they who feel the superiority of eternity’s claims 
over time’s ; and then, let the day of the Lord come ; if dead, you shall rise 
wRh joy ; if alive, ** we that remain, shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore, comfort ane another with these words !” 
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Many sorrows shall be to the wicked : but he that trusteth in the Lord, mercy 
shall compass him about *' — Psalm xxxii. 10. 

There is a remarkable contrast exhibited to us in these words. The wicked 
are set in opposition to those who make Jehovah their trust ; and the many 
sorrows” of the one are set in contrast with the mercy-cncompassing privilege of 
the other. It is obvious that by contrasting a wicked man with one of whom it is 
said that he trusteth in the Lord,” the Psaimist intended to give this as the dohnitfon 
of a wicked person ; namely that he is one who places no trust in the Lord. The 
direct opposite to a wicked man, is the man who reposes dependence upon G«>d ; 
while the characteristic feature of a wicked person, is that he is void of ull confi- 
dence in his Maker. 

This certainly is not the description that would be generally given of a wicktul 
person. If you had to sketch the portrait of one who is surrendered over to 
wickedness, so that all would agree in the recognition of his character as that of a 
wicked man, you would probably colour the picture with some of those deeper 
atrocities which are commonly supposed to constitute moral depravity. You would 
think it too mild and too soft a definition to give of a wicked person, simply to 
affirm in respect of such an one, that he is a man who places no trust in God ; and 
yet more attentive examination will servo to illustrate, that scarcely coald there be 
a more emphatic or a more melancholy description — more painful or^j^re com- 
prehensive, to give of a wicked man, than to declare of him that he iaithe exact 
opposite of one who puts trust in God. Why, only Consider how want of trust in 
God loads necessarily to all that is depraved and vicious in practice. The man 
who is devoid of such trust haa no defence left to keep him from any one species 
of wickedness. What is it but trust 'in God — trust in His character — trust in His 
promises>~tniBt in His threatenings, which lies at the foundation of all that is ' 
morally excellent? Do away with this trust, and there seems to be no safeguard 
left to hinder from wickedness, or allure to piety. Let this trust bo wanting, and 
where is the motive remaining, whether to animate for duty, or to warn from ini- 
quity ? Heaven cannot attract, hell cannot scare the individual who is destitute of 
confidence in God ; and there walks not upon earth a being who is on easier prey for 
destruction than he out of whose heart there has been once thoroughly expelM 
all principle of reliance upon God. Thus, although it wore possible to skeidi a 
more striking picture of widiedness, by throwing into the moral portrait the hideous 
colourings of vice, yet a more accurate or fruthful delineation of wickedness cvuld 
not be given than this — it is the want of ail trust in God. If we would go to first 
principles, and describe moral depravity according to its real essence, we must make 
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mention of this as the distinctive property of sinfulness, namely, a want of trust 
in God; and when you have ranged into separate classes the evil and the good, 
and want to describe them according to their respective characters, by names which 
shall most befittingly indicate the difference, you must say of the wicked that these 
are the complete opposites in character of those wliose glory it is that they trust in 
the Lord, It is easy to perceive, on the other hand, that one of the best and most 
suitable descriptions to give of a righteous person is briefly this — that he trusts in 
the Lord. 

Here, too, if you were set to delineate the moral character, you might be 
tempted to throw into the picture many of those graces which morally adorn 
the righteous. You might sketch the noble qualities of true believers, and speak 
of those glorious deeds of faith which the righteous in every age have successfully 
achieved. You might speak of the conquests they have won over the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and of all those excellencies of character which 
invariably adorn the true servant of God. But we say in reference to this case, as 
well as in reference to the former, that the best description would be that which 
spoke of the real essence of the character ; and what is this but trust in God ? 
If you would give a description which applies to the believer, at every stage of his 
spiritual experience, a description that equally belongs to the righteous of every 
clime, and whatever the measure or degree of their attainment in godliness, we 
hardly know where you could And a truer or more appropriate one than this, which 
briefly portrays the character of the godly, under the description of such as trust 
in the Lord. Whether you look nt the patriarchs of old, prophets and righteous 
men, who have become memorable on the page of the world’s history for their 
de^tion to God’s service — apostles, and martyrs, and saints of every age, from the 
most illustrious to the least known and least distinguished ; all of these have been 
animated by one principle; and the mainspring of their conduct as godly indi> 
viduals hath been simply thieh->-their trust in the Lord. 

We go on to observe, that there is a remarkable contrast between the portions 
which the Psalmist here assigns to each. In regard of the wicked ho affirms, 
** Many shall be their sorrows but he does not put joys” as the distinguishing 
lot of the righteous, in opposition to those sorrows. The direct opposite of the 
sorrows here predicted to the wicked, one might have deemed, wquld have been 
joy and gladness to the righteous; but, on the contrary, David speaks simply of 
** mercy” as the lot of the righteous. Sorrows” are to be the heritage, he says, of the 
wicked, but the counterpoise to the righteous which he speaks of is mercy. There 
is doubtless a reason for this. There must be some siitisiactory cause wherefore 
the Psaln^ should speak of mercy rather than of joy as falling to the possession 
of the righteous. We shall inquire more fully into this in an after part of our 
discourse. All that we would further notice, as preliminary to the main subject, 
is briefly this, that the Psalmist must be understood to refer to the present expe- 
rience of the two classes of whom he speaks. It is in regard of this life that he 
declares, Many sorrows shall be to the wicked,” Mercy shall encompass the 
righteous.” Not indeed that the declaration need be restricted to the present state 
of existence. Sorrows will be the portion of such as die; the wicked ; yea, mul- 
tiplied and irremediable sorrows : and mercy, too, will characterise the portion 
of the righteous, even as they walk in bles^ness in eternity. Still the main 
drift of the sajring reibrs to what goes forward in this life, and we shall consider the 
declaration consequently as relating especially to the present experiences of the 
rig{iteou8 and the wicked ; and the simple inquiry befbre us resolves itself into 
this,.whether the predicrion of what is to befkll ^e wicked and the righteous re* 
spectively in time, may not be shown to have such ample fulfilment that it ought to 
act at a guard against impiety, and as an incentive to godliness. Let us apply 
ourselves, then, to vindicate the two assertions of the Psalmist. We wish, by 
God’s help, Itr^ow you how accurately the prophecy receives its verification, and 
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thus to admonish the wicked from wickedness, and to strengthen the righteous in 
their obedience, from considering, in the first place, that “ many sorrows shall be 
to the wicked and, in the second place, ** ho that truateth in the Lord, mercy 
shall compass him about.*’ 

I. We are to inquire, then, to liegin with, whether the common experience of the 
wicked does really bear out the accuracy of what David here foretells, when ho 
says, ** Many sorrows shall be to the wicked.” 

And here we shall doubtless be met by much of conflicting testimony. The 
spectacle is one that so frequently presents itself, namely, that of the wicked pros- 
pering in the full enjoyment of present tranquillity ; rejoicing in a present immunity 
from many of those trials and perplexities which ofttimes embarrass the godly ; 
and many and many a time a true believer has been perplexed at the contemplation 
of the wicked as exulting in a present serenity which is frequently sighed for in 
vain by the righteous. The Psalmist himself, who penned the declaration of the 
text, was not free from the perplexity which such a spectacle is apt to engender. 
He himself was tempted to inquire, how it could consist with the character of the 
wicked to behold them prospering in such undisturbed quiet ? He surveyed men 
who, in his day, were regardless of the Most High, flourishing in all the elements 
of present tranquillity and abundance ; to all appearance agitated by no care, and 
troubled with no anxiety. And perhaps the common opinion is that which ascribes 
to the ungodly a greater freedom from re8traint,-r-a larger possession of present 
happiness than others share. So that it is to broach an opposite to the general 
opinion to affirm that the prophecy is usually borne out in the present experience ; 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked.” We admit that many sorrows will bo 
to them hereafter, ay, sorrows such as tongue of man cannot describe, and thought 
of man cannot fathom j but where shall wo look for the many sorrows ” whereof 
the Psalmist speaks as befalling the wicked now ? Where do you read the fulfil- 
ment, in what you observe in this life, of the sentence, “ Many sorrows shall be to 
the wicked ? ” It is a sentence wliich seems to condemn the wicked to reap sorrows 
in this life; and in the face of so much that appears just the reverse, we are to in- 
quire, in what consist those present sorrows which, if Scripture be true, are even 
now felt by the wicked ? 

Now let us bear in mind the deflnition which has been already gived of a wicked 
person; he is one who places no trust in God ; his sources of dependence have no 
reference to the Almighty. Consequently they must be created ; and if merely 
created sources, they must be temporal in their own nature, finite and pf^liable. 
We must keep to this position, namely, that the sources of a wicked man’s enjoy- 
ment aro all transient. According to the description here given of a wicked man, he 
is one who trusts not in the Lord, who resigns not himself, that is, to be influenced 
whether by the fear of what God hath threatened to inflict, or by the hope of 
what God hath promised to bestow. ’My definition of a man who trusts in the 
Xord, is simply this : he is a man who, in the confidence that the threatenings of 
the Almighty will be verified, and that the promises of the Almighty will assuredly bo 
kept, resigns himself to avoid whatsoever God hath forbidden, and to do whatsoever 
God hath commanded ; and the element of his happiness is simply dependence upon 
God, — the consciousness that he is reposing upon a mighty though invisible De- 
fender, whose promise cannot fail ; whose help is equal to sustain, whatever the 
emergency into which he may fall. The wicked man is one who is wholly uninflu-^ 
enced by such considerations. His dependence is not on God ; it is, therefore, on 
some created good. .Now, to every man the source of conscious strength is the 
source of joy. “ The joy of the Lord,” it is affirmed of the righteous, “ shall be thidr 
strengOu** Wherever you repose your main confidence there you repose the fi>ui^d- 
ation of your peace. The Christian reposes all his confidence in God ; God i® 
therefore the source of his joy; and since we tMhn it to be characteristic of a 
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wicked mani that he trusts not in the Lord, it seems to follow, by strict inference, 
that his joy must be dependent upon some created source ; but if a created source, 
it is one that may wither and dry up. There is nothing created which has not at 
least a liability to change and decay. The most enduring works of creation have 
a law of change impressed upon them, in virtue of which they may ultimately 
vanish. When, therefore, we have proved that the sources of a wicked man’s 
confidence must be perishable in thoir own nature, have we not gone a long way 
towards the conclusion, that‘s many are his sorrows If his joy must be con- 
tingent upon the stability of that whereon he reposes confidence; and if, 
according to the character here given of a wicked man, his confidence is in a created 
object, and therefore liable to perish, have we not prepared the way for expecting 
that he will meet with many sorrows ?” 

Now, we will not pause to examine into those many sources of confidence, and 
therefore of joy, to which the wicked cling, who trust not in the Lord. It may be 
wealth, reputation, or power, in the possession whereof the wicked man places his 
trust ; or it may beany one of those multiplied objects which so easily engross the 
aiFectioJi and ensnare the confidence. But what is true of any one of them is equally 
true of the rest, — it is a fleeting and perishable object ; it must ultimately fail its 
possessor. It will either elude his grasp, or he may be rendered unequal longer to 
retain it ; and what we do affirm in respect of the wicked generally is this, that if 
their sources of enjoyment are thus liable to fail, and that too possibly at the very 
moment when some stable foundation of happiness shall be felt to be most needful, 
need we search further to be convinced, that from the nature of the case ‘‘many are 
tike sorrows of the wicked?” The failure of that in which I repose confidence, — the 
snapping asunder of that upon which I lean for security, — the drying up of the foun- 
tain at which I slake the appetite for enjoyment, must necessarily ensure sorrow. Lot 
us take, then, the whole range of created enjoyments, in which the unrighteous seek, 
yea, and find pleasure. We deny not at all the capability of these objects to confer a 
present though transient happiness. There is enjoyment in affluence, despite the 
corroding care which wealth too often brings along with it. There is enjoyment in 
power, despite the anxieties which too frequently sting its possessor. There is 
enjoyment in ambition, — the towering passion which prompts an individual to 
aspire from one pinnacle to another of greatness, till he looks down from some lofty 
eminence on the throng of his fellows whom he has surpassed. But in respect 
of these, and of all the manifold objects in which the mass of those who trust not in 
the Lord repose confidence, we have the same truth to affirm, namely, that they are 
created purees of enjoyment, — fragile in their own nature, certain not to satisfy in 
possession, and still more certain to slip from the possessor ; and therefore we appeal 
to the most successful of all the votaries of pleasure, — to those who have accumulated 
the most of wealth, or wielded the most of power, or climbed the loftiest peak of 
carnal ambition, and who have reposed their main confidence in these, and have not 
trusted in the Lord, whether their very sources of happiness have not proved sources 
of sorrow ? We read in classic story of one who commanded a vast army, who, 
when he looked forth on the mighty gathering of his brave and well equipped war- 
riors, could not refrain from tears in the thought that the forms of men so brave 
might be on the morrow strewn on the dust. Xerxes wept in the contemplation of 
such a possibility. Alas !. might we nut weep over the thousand objects, wherein those 
who trust not in the Lord repose for happiness, in the consciousness that so uncertain is 
the tenure which their possessors enjoy, that the morrow’s sun may behold them 
vanish like a me^r ? Every source of confidence to the wicked . may thus be- 
come the source of sorrow; and the multiplicity of objects on which the unrighteous 
fr»ten their oonfidenoe, irrespective of God, being all doomed to foil their possessor, 
mny be brought in to vindicate thTe truthfulness of the saying, that “ many are the 
sorrows of the wicked.” 

W e have thus at least shown that the joys of the wicked are hollow and unsub- 
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stantial. Mark, we do not at all deny the fact of there being enjoyment found and 
possessed by the wicked : it were to assert what a thousand voices might at once 
be uplifted to deny, to assert there is no pleasure in sin. Scripture admits the 
truth, that the ungodly do reap a present enjoyment in the pursuit of ungodliness, 
for it speaks of the “ pleasures of sin.*' But what wo iimintain, with no fear of 
contradiction, is just this ; that whatever the object upon which a man fasten his 
desires irrespective of God, whatever the pursuit in which he finds pleasure apart 
from reference to God, must in its own nature ultimately fail. We insist not now so 
much upon the point that all created objects are inadequate to satisfy the cravings of 
the immortal spirit. No man can satisfy the desires of the soul with anything short 
of God. There will ever oe a yearning after some good not yet actiuircd till tlic soul 
hath come to fasten her confidence upon God the Author of her being. But 
what we rather urge upon your attention just now is the truth, that every created 
source of happiness must ultimately fail. There is nothing created upon which 
you can centre the affections, which is not liable to slip from your hold ; and 
though you should retain it to the end of life, what can it avail in the moment of 
death H Hence it is because all the sources of dependence to a wicked person are 
not only unsatisfying in possession, but most precarious of tenure, and because the 
drying up of a source of confidence must be the occasion of sorrow, therefore do we 
pronounce the truth of the declaration, “ Many sorrows shall be to tlie wicked.’* 
Wo may go further yet than this. Thus far we have seemed to vindicate the 
Psalmist’s declaration, by proving merely that sorrow must at length bo inherited 
by the wicked ; whereas the drift of his assertion rather appears to be that sorrows 
accompany their whole course. They reap a present heritage of sorrow, even 
before tho discoverj' of failure in all their sources of confidence. Are we then to 
believe that a wicked man, that is, one who lives and moves, and has his being in 
God, and yet neither trusts nor fears the Almighty, is visited at every step of his 
career with sorrows which ho cannot dissipate I This would seem to be the full 
scope of the inspired statement ; nor is it the only passage of Scripture in which tho 
same truth is maintained. We elsewhere read,“ There is no peace to tho wicked” — 
an expression in respect of which there is not furnished a hint that it is intended 
to refer only to the next life. It rather seems to belong to the whole course of tho 
wicked, from the first surrender of themselves to vice, till they reap in eternity tho 
punishment which is not to be exhausted. Wherdn then consist those ** many 
sorrows,” which are felt by the wicked even now, in the pureuit of their career of 
iniquity ? I will not take an extreme case. I will not suppose the instance of one 
who is wholly addicted to vice. We all know that God hath annexed by an 
irreversible appointment misery to vice. It would seem that in no ond instance 
can we overstep the lawful indulgence of the passions implanted in our nature, with- 
out endowing those passions with the power to torment. But in supposing an 
extreme case, and* in showing that the slave of vice has to plough his career through 
a sea of tumultuous sorrow, — the .sorrows of mental disci uiet and remorse, wo 
should, in all probability, prove only what all admit, and in directing observation 
to such a case as this, there would be none present to fall within scope of the 
exhibition. We will rather confine ourselves to the instance of one whoso main 
feature of wickedness is that alluded to in tho text, — ^he does not trust in tho 
Lord. We need not suppose him addicted to any of those grosser vices which are 
the proofs of deeper depravity. Let us rather imagine the case of one, in respect 
of whom all that is to be recorded is this that he trusts not in the Lord.” He 
walks the earth, upheld indeed by Divinity, but scorning to own His dependence. 
Promise allures not ; threatening terrifies not f and his demeanour is outwardly 
that of one free from sorrow. Where do you find in such an oqe the verificatiom 
of what is asserted in our text ? Now we reply at once, you will not find it on the 
surface, or in tho outer demeanour. But we know of such an one, that hath 
endowed him with conscience, and that it is not permitted to him to traverse bis 
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onward path of reckless indifference to God, untroubled by the reproofs of this 
inward monitor. We know that within this roan’s breast, as much as within the 
breast of the righteous, there are beard the echoes of a voice which tells of a judg- 
ment to come, and of a long unbroken eternity in which anguish may have to be 
everlastingly endured. More especially is it the case that conscience lifts up her 
voice loudly and authoritatively, if the man be in a position where he is plied with 
the invitations and the warnings of the Gospel. We cannot believe that men can 
be impressively warned of the perils of ungodliness, or entreated to flee in order to 
escape A^om the wrath to come, without becoming at some period the subjects of an 
inward alarm, or apprehension, begetting at least the desire, if no more, to make 
their peace with God. The testimony of conscience is very peculiar. It is given 
within the chambers of a man’s own heart. It is given quite independently of his own 
willingness or consent ; there can be no refusal to hearken ; there can be no denial 
of the statement. And if there be such a principle as this, within the breasts of all 
men ; indeed I want nothing more to convince mo of the truth, that many are 
the sorrows of the wicked.** It is quite possible to wear outwardly a cheerful and 
serene aspect ; but come and let us descend into the inner recesses of the heart, 
and observes what goes onward there ; is it all so quiet and unruffled there as the 
outward aspect would seem to indicate? We will not anticipate the meeting with 
the fierce agitation of stormy and ungovemed passions. The case we are supposing 
is not that of one whose breast is torn by confiicfcing appetites, it is simply that of 
one ** who has no trust in the Lord.*’ The hope of heaven never allures to exer- 
tion ; the fear of punishment scarce ever deters from wickedness. But are you 
never uneasy or terrified at the prospect, that you may pass into eternity wholly 
unprovided for? What are those forebodings of judgment? those inward 
reproaches which upbraid you with not giving heed to the invitations of the Gospel? 
those reproofs, uttered so startlingly and thrillingly, when you either do what is evil, 
or neglect what you know to be duty ? These are amongst the things which 
go to constitute the sorrows of the wicked. They come not in the shape of visible 
calamities. They are compoWded not of shattered fortunes, or bereaved homes, or 
of injured reputation. It is the secret, undefined apprehension of a soul which feels 
that it wants its proper resting-place, and dreads the future, because ignorant what 
of misery that future may not enttuU These are sorrows which appear not on 
the surface, but are all the more keen because buried so deeply. They are wrought 
up and composed of the constant confiict which cohscience will mmntain in the 
breast. The fears of judgment it will create ; the dread of eternity ; the dislike of 
having to appear before God ! That they are felt more or less by the wicked, it 
were folly to deny ; multitudes are harassed by them who yet keep them concealed. 
But seeing that God hath implanted a conscience within each man, we can fasten 
upon this truth, and knowing that He will uphraid us for continuance in sin, and 
will enforce the reproofs by an appeal to all that is most teiiihc to •such as trust not 
in the Lord, we want no further evidence to prove that the course of the wicked is 
no such peaceful career as some would imagine ; but rather one of so much inward 
apprehension, as abundantly confirms the inspired prediction, ** Many sorrows shalt 
be to the >vickod.*’ 

II. We come now to inquire, as proposed, secondly, intg^^hefiorce of the statement 
with respect to the righteous : ** He that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
Him about.” We have sufiiciently pointed out to you the meaning and the fitness 
of this definition of a righteous person ; namely, he ** that trusteth in the Lord.” It is 
just a firm confidence in God which lies at the basis of a Christian’s walk and con- 
versation. It is in proportion to the trust which! have in Gk>d; in His fiiithfiilness, 
and truth, and power, and love; that I shall ever walk so as to serve and to please 
Him.4 ^hat we are now concerned with is the nature of the blessing here pro- 
mised to the righteous. Terrors arc spoken of as the heritage of the wicked, but it 



THE POBTION OF THE RIGHTEOUB AND THE WICKED CONTRASTED. 235 


is not **joy” which is spoken of as the possession of the righteous. It is mercy 
which is promised to these. Plainly, however, this latter promise has respect to 
God^s dealings with the believer; God will deal with the righteous in mercy, 
whereas the former prediction seems to belong to what the wicked unavoidably 
procure to themselves. Their course has a natural tendency to heap up sorrows, 
and those sorrows may be spoken of as r^ulting from their own contrivances ; but 
the second promise refers to the mode in which God will deal with his people. 
They are to be encompassed with mercy ; and mercy, as displayed by the 
Almighty to His people, appears to be composed of pity and love.” Is this not 
just the combination of properties from which the believer has most cause for 
exultation ? There is the assurance of love ; and if any one thingf n all this world 
ought to light up with joy the heart of man, it is the, consciousness of being 
the object of love to the Creator; to share in the lovingkindness of Divinity. This 
ought in itself to constitute such a wellspring of gladness, as for ever to keep from 
despondency. The Christian knows, however, that when most ei^er to trust in the 
Lord, and when therefore most in the condition to which there is promised a share in 
His love, he is prone to err and transgress, and therefore it is not alone the 
assurance of love in which they ought to rejoice, the exercise of pity is quite as 
essential. If pity did not mingle with the Divine love, alas ! diould we not be in 
danger of quenching that love through our manifold provocations ? It may be for 
bright and unfallen orders of being, those who have never transgressed, to 
exult in the assurance of the love of Divinity. Their high and unsullied estate 
seems to demand not the exercise of pity or compassion. But those who have 
sinned, and are continually in danger of falling afresh by iniquity, must have the 
assurance of something more than love. Pity must be blended with lave ; and it 
is the union of these properties which forms mercy, the quality which is here said 
to enter so largely into God’s dealings with the believer. “ He that trusteth in the 
Lord, mercy shall compass Him about.” It is as though he were to be environed 
with mercy. Mercy presiding over every dealing of the Almighty with him; mercy 
meeting him at every turn, upholding him at every step. We have been often 
struck with observing how accurately the principles which enter into the plan of 
salvation, correspond with those which are developed in its application to the souls 
of individuals. For example : we know it to be the union of mercy and truth 
which constitutes the grand feature in the schem^' of redemption. There is infinite 
mercy devising the plan of recovery. ** In His love,” it is said, ** and in his pity He 
redeemed them.” ^‘Love and pity” are here spoken of as the ingredients of mercy. 
But it was not mercy alone which achieved the deliverance of the lost. It was 
mercy acting in union with justice. Mercy may be said to have discovered tho 
mode of redemption ; but justice is equally brought into exercise for its pro- 
curement. Mercy was exercised towards the wnner, because justice was first 
executed on the Substitute. Such was the arrangement for human redemption, 
an arrangement which presents this, impressive combination of mercy acting in union 
with justice; and now justice and mercy are equally concerned in the applictition 
of the finished work of the Redeemer. I must have first satisfied the Divine 
justice, before I can exult in the assurance of being continually the object of the 
Divine mercy. But how ma^a creature be said to satisfy the Divine justice ? Why, 
simply through becorhing^dentified by faith with Him who has olfkady completed 
the satis&ctiofi. It is their tsusting in the Lord ; or, in other words, the acting foith 
upon the Mediator, and exhibitingthis &ith by obedience, which brings meintoUie 
position for claiming the promise of being encompassed with mercy. Ttiere is, 
first, the consigning one's self exclusively to the Mediator; and then the experience 
of the rich promise, in all the subsequent; dealings of God — “ He that trusteth in the 
Lord, mercy shall compass him about.” 

And now we wopld address ourselves to all of you, in conclusion, and appeal to 
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you whether there is not sufficiency of motive presented by the text for trusting in 
the Lord ? We speak of such a trust in the Lord as implies a firm confidence in 
the truth of His evejy declaration. He hath given to us the volume of His Word. 
It is strewn, so to speak, with animating promise and with awful threatening; with 
promise relating to all that is most blessed for time and for eternity; with threaten- 
ing which scares .by the mention of woes which eternity can neither mitigate nor 
exhaust. The trusting in the Lord, whereof the text speaks, implies so stedfast a 
reliance upon God, that animated by the hope of what He*hath momised, I make 
every endeavour to attain it; that, forsaking all confidence in ev^ other source of 
dependence, I shall make the ever-liying God my friend, and seek happiness only 
in conformity t#Hi8 revealed will. To this trusting in the Lord, there is promised 
the most blessed recompence, the favour of God to smile on the present, and the 
light of His countenance to beam in its full radiance on the whole of the future ex- 
istence. Who amongst us will now resolve upon trusting thus simply and exclusively 
on the Lord ? Alas ! there are a multitude of other objects which interpose, and claim 
our confidence. We readily take up with some created good, and seek or find hap- 
piness in the enjoyment of pleasures that have no reference to God. But we warn 
you against the mistake of supposing those only are the wicked who are in the 
ranks of the more openly depraved. All are, in God’s sight, the wicked, whose 
trust is not in the Lord. Whether, therefore, it be in riches, or in honours, or in 
any created object whatever, that I place the chief dependence, and seek mainly for 
happiness, in so doing, I place myself with those against whom there are threatened 
**many sorrows.” We pretend not to decipher with precision in what shape those 
many sorrows shall come ; but we know that while all created sources of gladness 
are unsatisfying in their own nature, all of them are slippery in possession. If we 
have reposed our confidence in these, we must have treasured up for ourselves 
many sorrows, when the agony of disappointment arrives; and, besides all this, 
there ore the “sorrows” which will be occasioned by li disquieted conscience, the 
forebodings of judgment, the dread of retributive punishment. Who would be a 
prey to such sorrows as these, when there is offered to him a place of sure refuge 
to flee to” — a portion which is commensurate with the largest desires of the soul, 
and which is lasting as satisfying ? Oh ! if 1 address one among you who hath 
never yet resigned himself up to trust in the Lord, I would beseech of him, by all 
that is most touching in the invit^on, and all that is most terrible in the penalties 
of the Gospel, not to depart from this sanctuary to-night, till He hath formed the 
resolution henceforth to trust only in the Lord. It is written by the finger of God, 
and the waters of ocean cannot wash out the record, “ Maiiy sorrows shall be 
to the wicked.” It may be you have tasted some of them already ; and will not 
your own experience then lead you to forsake that indifference to God, which is 
fraught with present peril, and leads to future perdition ? “ He that trusteth in the 
Lord, mercy shall compass him about.” This promise does not exclude the pos- 
sibility of sorrow, though, indeed, it is hard to imagine what sorrow can oppress one 
who has God in all seasons to appeal to as his Friend. But sor:(^w8, if sent to the 
righteous, are sent in overflowing pity and love; they are for his moral purification, 
designed to cleanse, but not cotisume. They are not inconsistent then with the pro- 
mise, Mercy shall compass him about.” That mAcy waits to embrace us all. 
Oh ! that, one siHd all, we might apply ourselves to the of faith; so trusting 

inthe Lord as implicitly to obey His every direction; till, at every step'bf our pilgrim- 
age we realise ffesh fulfilments of tlie promise— “ He thflt trusteth in the Lord 
mercy shall compass him about.” 
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“ Uod is our refuge arid strength^ a very present help in trouble.^* — Ps, xlvi. I, 

Man’s need and God’s grace are evidently adapted for each other. Pity that 
any who know the one should continue strangers to the other ! Would that all 
who have experimental acquaintance with human need, might be so led to experi- 
ence the Divine grace as to be enabled to say witlrthe Psalmist, “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble I” 

And not with the Psalmist only. He speaks it as no private opinion of his own» 
but as that of ail the people of God in his day. ^^Our refuge and strength.” And 
not in his day only — ^in all ages of the church this his testimony has been echoed 
and re-echoed by all who have known a God in covenant as their God ; He has 
ever proved Himself, to each and to all of them, their ** refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” 

In studying together this faithful saying, let us trace out, and keep in closely 
connected view, man’s need and God’s grace. Let us consider, first, God “ our 
refuge,” or how we need a refuge — how we find God himself our refuge ; then, 
secondly, God our strength,” or our need of sti^ngth — God himself our strength; 
and thirdly, God our " very present help in trouble,” or the help we need — God 
himself that help. 

May the Holy Spirit, whose gracious name is the Comforter, bless the subject 
very graciously to every one of us ever needing a refuge, or strength, or help in 
trouble ! 

I. Consider first, then, God “ our refuge,” or how we need a refuge — how we 
find God Himself our refuge. 

“ God is our refuge. ” Have we all ever felt our need of God as our refuge ? 
Perhaps not. We do indeed need God to be our refuge ; but we may have never 
known or understood it. 

1. I would ask, therefom first, have we ever feti any need at all of a refiige ? 

A refuge is a plaM of shelter from a storm, of safe protection |pom foes, of pre- 
servation amid dangers. k|any of you have, at one time or other, been exposed 
to some terrible stomii by sea or land. How welcome then the harbour of refuge,, 
or the place of shelter ! You can understand how David, when persecuted by 
Saul, found a refuge in the naturaf caves and fortresses of the land; you remember 
the provision, under the Mosaic law, of the cities of refuge, whereto the manslayer 
might flee, and there be in perfect security from the pursuit of the avenger of 
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blood. All this you can understand. You have, then, a sufficient notion of what 
a refuge is. 

And now think — be kind enough to yourselves to think— of your need for God 
to be your refuge. 

You are exposed, let me fiuthfuUy remind you, to a storm more terrible than 
any you have ever witnessed. As a sinner you are liable, the ins^ed apostle tells 
us, to the ** indignation and wrath,” with the ** tribulation and anguish,” denounced 
by God, in His justice, upon "every soul of man that doeth evil.” 

We have sometimes thought little of that storm. ” Fools make a mock of sin.” 
Have none of us ever charged ourselves with sinning — (I say not in what way — let 
conscience remind every one — let the Holy Spirit remind the conscience) — when 
before we^ should have laughed at the idea of committing that sin ? You know 
what that sin was, ever requiring you to seek a refuge from the storm of God'*s 
wrath. So it is ; " God Is not mocked the work being done, the reckoning 
must follow, " The wages of sin is death.” 

" What ! death eternal 1” some ask, " is that the just retribution for that tran- 
sient sin V* But was it transient % Sin, once committed, remains in all its real 
guilt, until God, in His mercy and in His own appointed way, blot it out. The 
thing done cannot become a thing undone. The character of a sin never changes 
in the sight of God. # 

And then, that act of sin was prompted by a sinful soul. The very same dis- 
position would prompt to other acts of sin, each and all exceedingly sinful. Sin 
is wandering from God ; and the sinner would of himself wander on farther and 
forther. He wilfully departs and separates himself from God. That sentence from 
God, however solemn, is but His judicial confirmation pf the sinner’s own previous 
corrupt choice. He would go from God — he ^ shall go away into everlasting 
punishment.” 

Besides, in that one aet of sin there is infinite guilt, as being committed agains 
the infinite God. Think of His all-gracious goodness — His almighty greatness — ^His 
perfect purity — His inviolable truth — His rights, as man^s moral governor — His holy 
commands — His kind in vitations-^His solemn warnings; and then commune with 
your conscience, and say whether it were a light matter to do the very thing which 
He expressly forbids. 

You see, then, the storm gathered : you hear the distant thunder, in its echoes 
from Mount Sinai ; you see the liquid fire, as it once pame pouring down from 
heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah ; you observe what sin did, when "the windows 
of heaven were opened, and the fountains of the great deep were broken up,” and 
the deluge of many waters swept away the world of the ungodly. And yet all 
this is but an image of the storm gathering against you, as a sinner. 

2. But " God is our refuge.” 

This, my brethren, is God in covenant. The original word, it may well be men- 
tioned to some, is Elohm^ — ^that word applied to God which has reference to the 
plurality of persons in the Godhead. " God ” in Chikt Jesus, to whom we are 
drawn by the Hgy Spirit, " is our refuge.” , 

Oh ! how admirable is this refuge ! " A man shall be as ^ hiding-place from 
the wind, and a povert from the tempest.” The Man Chi|pt Jesus, the Son of 
God, has become our refuge. He, in our place, has borne the wiatii of God 
against sin. He was " wounded,” "bruised,” ** cut off,” yea, slain, " for our trans- 
gressions.” We now have but to be found in Him by feith, and we are safe — yea, 
safer than Lot was in Zoar, or than Noah was in thenrk. Their safety was tern- 
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poral— ours, in Christ Jesus, is eternal. Through Him we may find His Father, 
our Father — His God, our God, to be “ our refuge.” 

Thus is Christ Himself also, in reference to another figure of Scripture, as our 
city of refuge. As sinners we are as if having the avenger of blood pursuing us. 
If he finds us out of our refuge, he has full right, according to the law of God, to 
strike us with th^^^death-stroke. Only think, if ye were fleeing for your lives, how 
ye would speed ! With what joy ye would see the refuge ! With what eagerness 
yc would press into it ! So death is after you, as sinners. He is very near — yea, 
close behind. There is but a step between me and death.” 

Fress on, then, to Christ. Being found in Him, there is safety; every where else 
is danger. Trusting in Him we have life; away from Him there is death, behind and 
before, surrounding us on all sides. There is no escape, but in “ our refu|e.” 

And so amidst all dangers and all alarms, from whatever quarter or source, we 
need, and may find in God, a refuge. And ** if God be for us, who can be against 
us ?” Then all His attributes are engaged, by His own covenant, in our behalf. His 
love provides the refuge; Ilis truth secures it; His power upholds it : yea, He liim- 
self, with all His glorious perfections, is “ our refuge.” 

Thus we need a refuge; and we may find, to our great joy and comfort, “ God 
our refuge.” But is this all ? — 

II. We may, secondly, have God our strength.” Let us now think of our 
need of strength, and of God Himself ‘<our strength.” 

1. That we are poor, weak creatures, many will admit, with regard to the body. 

The weakness of infancy is quite proverbial; old age is often, as to strength, a 
second childhood; and let not the strong man glory in his strength.” How soon, 
or how suddenly, may a single stroke unstring the nerves, and make impotent the 
sinews! How quickly a fever reduces the manly frame to feebleness ! What a 
poor weak thing is man, as to his body ! * 

But not only so, his mind often gives great proofs of weakness. To yield to 
temptation is weajtncss. Temptation, so clearly’ exposed in Scripture, it has led 
so many astray, it has so often deceived us, that to bo again and again yielding to 
temptation is a great proof of moral weakness. 

Then in arduous duties, what weakness and insufficiency we continually feel, if 
wc know ourselves! If at times, through self- ignorance, we are confident in our 
own strength, we are soon made to feel that we have been leaning on a broken reed. 
We sometimes make a strong resolution, commence to act on it vigorously, and 
then, through infirmity of purpose, or inability for continuous effort, break off, and 
leave the attempted work h^f done or undone— like the building of one who 
would not first count the cost. 

How troubles prove our weakness ! How many fiiint and fail before them ! A 
few, indeed, who as yet know not God as “ our strength,” through unusual firmness 
of nerve stand out a little longer, and show themselves a little stronger than the 
many — but often only to succumb the more signally, as the trial proceeds and 
increases. ^ 

In how many ways we see and feel how weak is man ! 

2. But ^ God is our strength.” 

In himself he is Godf Almighty. What a wondrous attribute is Omnipotence ! 
What stupendous proofs of its exercise have we in creation and providence I Who 
made the worlds out of nothing, launched them in infinite space, and so ordered 
their goings forth that they continue to move for ages in their orbit, without 
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colliiion, without wear and tear of the machinery, without need of continual 
repairs ? 

But this view is that of almighty strength brought to bear upon inanimc'ite 
matter ; the view before us is that of Gbd our strength. God, the strength of his 
rational creatures, having souls and bodies, subject (as we have just now shown) 
to weakness, — He is the author of all our spiritual strength. By Hip Holy Spirit He 
infuses energy into our souls, making us " strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
His might.’' By His word, applied to the heart by His Spirit, He forms and con- 
firms in us the principle of faith — ^that strong and energetic principle whereby so 
many out of weakness have been^made strong.” 

Having faith of a solid and saving character, we quite feel our own weakness and 
inability to save or help ourselves; we have right views of our fallen state— our 
sinfulness, our guilt. Faith is an intelligent and enlightened principle, and must 
not be confounded with the ignorance of pride,' or the vain confidence of pre- 
sumption, It is the result of repentance toward God, and is qualified by humility 
of mind. And yet this faith, so sensible of infirmity, so conscious of unworthiness, 
so thoroughly convinced that the man who has not faith cannot save himself, so 
well taught from Scripture to know our desert as sinners, will yet carry us boldly 
to God, asking for pardon, justification, and eternal life. 

But how, and on what plea ? Whose merits has it to plead ? what arguments 
to produce, not only why justice should not take its course, and sin receive its just 
recompence, but why the sinner should be admitted to the Divine favour, and 
exalted to the Divine dignity \ Faith is not an intruder into God’s presence ; it 
comes at His bidding ; it accepts His invitation ; it rests on the Saviour of sinners, 
provided by God in the person of His own dear Son, who now, after His finished 
work of " obedience unto death,” reigns on high, is exalted to glory, to mediate 
with prevalence for all who will come unto^^God by Him. 

Here, then, is God our strength, strengthening our faith, and enabling us to* trust 
in Him, through Christ, amidst all the accusations of conscience, backed by Satan, 
who is first the tempter, then the tormentor, and continually “4he accuser of the 
brethren.” 

Now this is the strength of God, brought to bear upon the weakness of man ; 
and it is really more admirable than the strength of Omnipotence, exerted in creating 
and upholding a world. In the one cose all is against and above nature, and over- 
comes resistance and opposition ; in the other, nature i^all subservience and com- 
pliance. There is no enmity against God in mere matter, as there is, or was, in our 
sinful hearts. Who, that we know of, except men and devils, have resisted His 
power ? 

Is it not, then, an excellent exertion of Divine strength, when sinners are ** made 
willing in the day of Christ's powes,” and can rest simply and singly on Him for 
salvation ? 

And then ** God is our strength” for the duties and trials of the Christian life.” 
** I can do all things,” said the apostle, through Chrat which strengtheneth me.” 
It was a very bold saying, but quite warranted by Chrik himself, who had expressly 
said to His suffering servant, My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Hence that strength for serving Christ which so re- 
markably characterized St. Paul. Here is the secret of his strength ; not in his 
natural abilities and energy, which might have made him a clever scholar, a learned 
rabbi, or a most skilfol tent-maker, but could never have made him what he was — 
so abounding in labours, so ready to languish in prison— nay, not to languish in 
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prison, but while there to write precious principles, to teach the Gospel to all those 
who came within his reach, and at length to crown all with a martyr’s death. 
Whence his strength for all this ! Whence, but in the strength of Christ, and the 
energy of His indwelling Spirit? Whence, but from the very same source from 
which we also, weak as we are in ourselves, may continually receive strength ? 

Yes, if we would be strong to labour or suffer faithfully as Christians, we must 
in reality ** know Christ,” that His power may rest upon us, and work in us 
mightily. Then, through Christ, we know and can testify that “ God is our 
strength then it is wonderful to see what great things we can do, and what great 
things we can bear, through the might of the Holy Spirit and the energy of His 
grace. The more we are made.to feel our own weakness, the more we then realize, 
by increased dependence, the strength of Christ working in our souls. The out- 
ward man may bo decayed, yet the inward man be “ renewed day by day. My 
heart and my flesh feileth,” one of us may ere long have to say, and yet may wo bo 
enabled to add, ** but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.” 

III. But we have still a third view of God to take from this our encouraging 
subject. We have seen and considered “God oiir refuge,” and God our “ strength 
let us now consider, God "a very present help in trouble,” or the help we need — 
God himself that help. 

1. To attempt to prove that man is exposed to trouble, and that man, when in 
trouble, needs help, would be really a sort of mockery. Eliphaz the Temanite, 
one of Job’s friends, was wrong in applying his argument to Job ; but he did not 
at all misrepresent man’s condition, when he said, “ Although affliction cometh not 
forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground, yot man is bom to 
trouble as the sparks fly upward.” 

How uncommon to find any who say, “We have never known trouble I ” Some- 
times some one begins a sentence, “ I may say, I scarcely knew trouble — ^then 

comes the mention of some trouble indeed, that first bereavement, that cruslring 
calamity, that serious illness, or that deep, sharp, first conviction of sin and sense of 
danger for the soul.” With others, the life has been, throughout a series of years, 
a succession of heavy troubles — wave rolling after wave, storm following storm — 
each trouble, in some sense, heavier than the preceding, because of the increased 
accumulation. 

And hence some err in judgment, like Job’s friends, and fancy that where there 
are the heaviest troubles there must have been the greatest sins. “ I know not 
what I have done,” said a young man, leaning on crutches, with his health gone, 
and his power of supporting himself gone with it — “ I know not what I have done,” 
he said to me the other day, with a countenance showing an embittered spirit, 
why God should send me such heavy troubles^!’ 1 tried to teach him what may 
be the wise and loving purpose of God, afflicting in order to profit us, by draw- 
ing us to Himself, through Christ our Saviour. 

But I said it is needless, it is also superfluous, to prove that we are exposed to 
trouble. 

And how then, we need help ! How we then do feel our dependence on each 
other ! The idea of independence is a proud idea then feel) for poor troubled 
man. How suited to our state is the exhortation, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens* 
and so fulfil the law of Christ I ** How considerate and touching we conceive to be 
the counsel, “ Remember them which are in bonds, as bound with them ; and them 
which suffer afiliction, as being aUK> in the body,” and therefore liable to nimily 
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adversity. Surely God must well know our frame, and understand the sweetness 
of the sympathy which, when it can do no more, will “ weep with them that weep,” 
according to the exhortation of His inspired apostle ! 

But is it enough to have human help in trouble ? Man can but minister help as 
God permits and enables ; man's help is very limited indeed ; many troubles are 
far beyond his effectual help. 

How little he can do, in the way of help, for mental troubles ! and outward 
troubles are chiefly troubles in proportion as they press upon the mind. What 
miserable comforters are worldly friends to one whose mind is deadened with 
anxiety ! How poor their topics of comfort ! How chilling their philosophy ! 
It is often little better than stoical apathy or brutish insensibility. 

For the whole class of spiritual troubles, from the first conviction of sin to the 
last conflict between the flesh and the spirit, the worldly can give no help. That 
conviction they would bi4 you drown in dissipation, — that conflict they would 
stupify with narcotics. 

And then, spiritual-minded men will all testify, they can help only as instru- 
ments for God. They disclaim all^ idea of helping in any other way. “ Being 
helped, we help — comforted, we comfort.” Looking, with John the Baptist, to 
Jesus for help, we say, with him, to you, “ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world !” 

2. But God is our help in trouble.” Why look for help hither and thither, 
where it cannot be found, to the neglect of Him who alone can help effectually I 
Only think, if in your trouble you could have the richest of men come and help 
to relieve your poverty, and the strongest of men to minister to your bodily 
weakness, and the wisest of men to counsel you in perplexity, you would deem it 
a privilege and a favour. That you cannot have ; and even that, if you could have 
it, might prove very insufficient help. But here you may have God, in all the 
riches of His grace ; God, in all the energy of His almighty power ; God, in all the 
wisdom of His omniscience, to be your help in trouble.” And that not a God 
afar off, but “ present,” close at hand, ready to dwell and work in you, speaking to 
your heart, applying to your soul His divine consolations and support. “ Under me 
are the everlasting arms.” Yea, you may find God a very present help in trouble.” 

You observe the climax of goodness : God is “ a help,” — God is “ a present 
help,” — Godos a very present help in trouble.” Can language be more expres- 
sive? Can heart desire more? Yet this God is to His faithful people. The 
Psalmist is not raising an altar ** to the unknown God,” — he is not delivering an 
untried theory,-:— he is speaking his own experience, and that of the faithful in all 
ages. He speaks as their representative ; they (as it were) commissioned him 
to be their spokesman, and this is their united testimony : ** God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

It would be easy, brethren, to illustrate this from the dealings of God with His 
people, as recorded in Scripture. Did time permit, I could delight to show how 
Abraham, so tried and troubled, was yet so comforted of God ; how Jacob, who at one 
time exclaimed, All these things are against me,” would now testify, ** All these 
things were working together^or my good how David, so persecuted by Saul, 
was so preserved by the providence, and comforted by the grace of God ; how 
New Testament saints join in with more ancient believers to swell the concert of 
praise to a fliithiul, covenant-keeping God, as their refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” But I rather want your testimony ; I long for you 
all so to know God in your present and future trouble. 
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Some of you are in trouble now. It is quite enough to tell you «o ; there is no 
need of describing the trouble which at this time presses and oppresses so heavily. 
And now, I ask you. Do you know our God ? You have heard of Him, I know, 
by the hearing of the ear,” as who among us has not ? But do you know Him by 
your own faith and experience, as “ our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble ?'' Can you not tell ? If overtaken by a storm, you would know if you had 
found and entered a refuge. Have you fled from the storm to God in Christ Jesus 
as your sole refuge ? 

Is God your strength ? Is your dependence not in nature's strength, which is 
but another name for weakness, but is it in the God of all grace ? Do you obey 
the exhortation of St. Paul to Timothy — ** My son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus r* Do you look to the Holy Spirit, to give you strength in the inner 
man ? 

And is God your help,” your very present help in trouble ?” Surely you do 
know — surely you can testify. Some treat all experience in religion as something 
doubtful, uncertain, and merely a fond persuasion, or an enthusiastic fancy ; but a 
man must know if he does find God a very present help in trouble.” He must 
know if, as he felt the trouble, he did look to God, did exercise faith in Christ, did 
pray for the Holy Spirit, did find relief, and comfort, and effectual help in his 
God. 

Yes, and some must know, if they cannot say they ever did, that they trusted in 
some other refuge. The Scripture speaks of them making lies their refuge. They 
relied on themselves for strength ; they sought help from man in trouble ; they 
tried to divert their minds by amusements ; they endeavoured to run away from 
their troubles. But I will not remind you of all that ; I invite all such to begin, 
from this day and hour, to know God in Christ, in all these endearing relations-— 
yea, as ^^our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.*’ 

Would any such ask — “ How shall we begin T* Our subject suggests:— 

K (1.) First, come to “ God our refuge.” That is really your flrst need — ^to 
escape from that terrible storm of trouble, ready to burst on the head of every 
unsheltered sinner. Remember Christ, as our ** Kding-place from the wind,” and 
our covert from the storm remember that He would have gathered Jerusalem’s 
children under His wing, when the Roman eagle His eye foresaw would be ready to 
pounce on them for their destruction. Christ foresees that storm of vengeance on 
unpardoned sinners; and He invites all who are such to come unto Him, and be safe 
under the shadow of His wings. Oh ! let your other troubles lead you to think of 
this, your greatest coming trouble. 

(2.) Do ye feel too weak to reach your refuge ? Think of God “ our strength.*' 
Pray for the energetic power of His blessed Spirit blessing His word of invitation, 
and forming in you that principle of faith whereby the sinner, in his sins, may go 
to Christ, in His saving merit and power. And then henceforth, in every trouble, 
let God be, as He so kindly oflers Himself, a very present help.** 

Are tried believers in trouble ? Let them seek that full experience of God and 
His grace, which will swell and deepen their testimony to Him, as their refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.** RememW, dear brethren, your expe- 
rience is not only for your Own life and comfort, but also for the attraction of 
strangers to Christ, for the encouragement of weaker brethren, for the edification of 
the whole church of the &ithful, and to glorify the all-suflicient grace of God, 

Abide ye, then, in Christ, your safe r^uge. ** Be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of His might.** Glorify God in the fires of tribulation. Treasure up 
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past and present experience for future encouragement. Trust God also for others 
— for all your fellow believers. Encourage all the fiiithful to join their testimony 
with yours — ^ God is our strength/* Remember Martin Luther, who, when he 
and his brother reformers were in some new trouble, things seeming to go against 
them, used to exhort Melancthon and the rest, " Come, let us sing the 46th 
Psalm.** And he made a note, I have been told, against this Psalm, in the margin 
of his Psalter — This is my comforting Psalm.” So in our day, in the progress 
of our revived reformation, when the clouds sometimes look dark, and some friends 
prove faithless, and others &int, let us refer to this comforting Psalm — yea, let us, 
in all our troubles, betake ourselves to our God in Christ, and ever find in Him our 
sure “refuge,” our all-sufficient “strength,** and our “very present help in 
trouble.** 
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“ Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shad 
he also reap. For he tluit someth to his Jlcsh, shall of the Jlesh reap corruption ; 
hut he that someth to the Spirit^ shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let 
ns not be weary in well doing : for in due season we sluiU reap, if we faint not. 
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 
who are of the houshold of faithl* — Galatians vi, 7 — 10. 

The language of Holy Scripture is strikingly beautiful. Its metaphors, 
however, are intended less for embeliishnient than for instruction, less to 
please the imagination and gratify the taste, than to [inform the judgment, 
to impress the heart, and to assist the memory. They are usually drawn 
from sources with which we are very familiar, so that the truth which they 
contain strikes us almost at first sight, aided as it is by the illustration 
afforded. These metaphors are very frequently taken from agricultural and 
pastoral occupations, because the Jews were more devoted to ^hem than to 
commercial pursuits. In the text, we have the process of sowing and reaping 
alluded to in order to set forth some momentous truths ; and, for my own 
part, I know not, in the whole range of Holy Scripture, a more instructive or 
impressive passage than that to which I now invite your serious attention. 

I shall consider, in the first place, the solemn caution with which the text 
commenoes ; secondly, the very instructive impressive affirmation which 
we find in it ; and, lastly, the practical inferences to be deduced from the whole 
subject. 

I. In the first place, let us, meditate on the solemn caution, with which this 
passage is introduced. ** Be not deceived.’* 

Self-deception on any suhject is a state of mind to be deprecated, but 
to be deprecated just in proportion to the importance of that on which 
the delusion is entertained. To be self-deceived as to the state of one’s health, 
or the condition of our worldly affairs, is in each case to be placed in a 
position greatly to be lamented — it entails much mischief, prevents much 
good ; but to be self-deceived in moral and religious matters, to be self?, 
deceived, in this point of view, in reference to a single action, may in many 
instances entail very painful consequences. iTiis it is to confound good and evil, 
to ” call good evil and evil good, to put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.** 
To be deceived a* to the state and habit of the soul, in reference to God, 
religion, and eternity, how awful is this form of delusicm ! Now this is possi- 
ble. Scripture never unneocsaorily puts us to pain by any of its illustrations $ 
it does not excite groundless fears, jealousies, and apprehensions. This would 
he contrary to the benevolence of its Divine Author. If, therefore, we find 
such cautions as that to which I am now referring, and especially if we find 
them repeated as we do frequently, we must be couvinoed that there is a 
danger of s^-deceptlon, not only as to the quality and character of certain 
actions, but as to our own safety. It is possible to be self -deceived ; and the 
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very possibility, when we consider the consequences which hang on this ques- 
tion, should arouse our solicitude, and send us all to our Bible, to our closet, and 
to our heart. 

Not only, however, is self-deception possible, but it is probable and com- 
mon. And if, in the time when persecution raged, and when it might 
liave been supposed that no man would make a profession of Christianity till 
he had searched to the bottom, and felt absolutely sure that all was right — 
if even when the cross stood between a man and his fellowship with the 
church of Christ, and it was necessary to grasp that in order to come into 
communion with God’s people, many were self-deceived ; how much greater 
is the danger now, when it costs a man very little to make a profession of 
religion ; when, so far from calling upon him to make a sacrifice, Christianity 
raises him in the estimation of his friends; when evangelical religion has be- 
come so common tliat it seems to thrown lustre, rather than obloquy, over 
the individual who professes it I Bretlirei^, “ be not deceived for there is 
imminent danger of this in such times as those in which we live. 

Now the text represents this self-deception as impious. “ Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked.” The word “ mocked” has not here the meaning w hich 
we usually apply to it in reference to our intercourse with each other ; it does 
not signify anything derisive, or positively insulting, but it means an attempt 
(how useless an one ypu know, considering that the Deity is omniscient,) to 
impose upon God by a false profession, “God is not mocked” by a mere 
imitation of religion ; He cannot be mocked ; He can detect the hypocrite by 
a glance of His searching eye. 

Now the self-deception spoken of in the text has reference, I think, to 
one development of human depravity, one phase, or appearance, of the 
corruption of human nature ; I mean that which is put forth in covetous- 
ness. You will* see that this is the connection. “ Let him that is taught 
in the Word communicate unto him that teacheth, in all good things.” There 
is no vice against which professors of religion have more need to be put 
upon their guard, or in reference to which they have more need to exa- 
mine themselves, than that of covetousness. This vice assumes so many 
shapes, wears so many coverings, advances so many plausibilities in .excuse 
for itself, that it maintains its Hellion, even where, through the deceit of the 
human heart, and the delusion to which 1 have already referred, it is scarcely 
supposed to exist, ^o matter how orthodox a man’s sentiments maj' be ; no 
matter how Jong and fervent his prayers ; no matter how rich his supposed 
experience ; if his heart be under the influence of the love of the world, if lie 
be a covetous man, he is not, he cannot be, a Christian. But this vice is not 
easy of detection ; for while we can define drunkenness and sensuality, and 
can tell the exact point where these commence, we cannot so easily define 
covetousness, or tell where that commences. But, brethren, this very 
incertitude, this very difliculty, shtould make us more anxious about the 
matter. A sin to which we are sometimes tempted, but which it is very diffi- 
cult to define and detect, is that sin against which wc should be most anxious 
to pray and to guard. 

The text, however, points to a special manifestation of covetous- 
ness, namely, in reference to the teaching of the Word : “ Let him that 
is taught in the Word, communicate unto hini^^tliat teadieth in all good 
things.” Now, my brethren, I never can assent to, the idea that the 
ministers^ of the Gospel are ecclesiastical paupers — spiritual beggars. 
There is a law repeatedly referred to iu the Word of God in reference to their 
support. We have here such a reference : it is an appeal to justice and to 
gratitude at the same moment. “ Let him that is taught in the Word let 
him who has received all the benefits of the Christian ministry, who, perad- 
, has been converted by at, who has a thousand times b^n ooirtforted 
, who is progressively sanctified by it, and who, through it, as one of the 
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means of help on the road, is Koing on to everlasting glory, — ^let him, as a 
matter of justice and gratitude, who has received tlieso good things, oommuni* 
cate of his temporal substance to the man through whom he has obtained such 
spiritual assistance. 

11. Self-deception is useless ; and this leads me to the second head of dis- 
course on which I mean to dwell, namel 3 % Uie instructive and impressive affir- 
mation or declaration which the apostle here makes : “ Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

Now here, as I have already hinted, the allusion is to the processes of agri- 
culture in sowing and reaping; and the general principle is laid down, that 
like produces like. If a man would have wheat, ho must sow wheat and not 
barley ; if he sow barley^ he will have barley. ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.” Here comes oilt one of the most solemn and impres- 
sive views of human life, that either the inspired Word, or any inspired man, 
ever presented. Human life is, in the Word of God, variously represented ; 
but where shall we find any representation more instructive or impressive 
than the idea — it is a seed-time ? Human life is man’s seed-time for eternity. 
We are “fearfully and wonderfully made;” we are more “fearfully and 
wonderfully” situated. Here we are always sowing ; in eternity we shall be 
always reaping. 

And what is the seed? Our thoughts, our feelings, our purposes, our 
plans, our words, our actions ; and, as wc are always thinking, feeling, 
purposing, planning, speaking, or acting, except when under the power 
of sleep, so we are always sowing for eternity. What millions of 
thoughts, and feelings, and words, and actions, enter into the history of a 
single year ! and all these have a moral character, a moral bearing, and are 
being “ sown” for eternity. It is not only to religious matters thkt this observa- 
tion applies, but to the transactions of the world. There is a moral character 
belonging to our every-day conduct. The man in the shop, the plan in the 
bargain, the man in the transaction, is acting under a moral infiuence : there 
is a motive in his mipd influencing him for good or for evil ; there is seed 
being sown. This moral character does not belong merely to the greater 
actions and transactions of life, hut equally the lesser. There may be as 
much moral character in a x)ecumary transaction over a shillmg, as in one 
over a thousand pounds. So that there is a moral character stamped u^mju 
almost all that we arc engaged in doing ; and consequently there is a sowing 
in many actions which we think little about ; there is that attending each 
which makes it a moral and eternal agent. 

But we must descend to particulars. Here are two kinds of seeds and two 
kinds of crops spoken of. We will take each of these in order. “ He that 
soweth to the flesh.” By the word “flesh” I understand the corruptible 
nature which we have inherited from Adam through the fall, so called in 
many parts of the Word of God ; in other words, the unrenewed, unsanctifled 
nature of man. I do not understand the words of the text as limited to the 
grosser corruptions of human nature, but as meaning the unr^ewed, unsanc- 
tified part of human nature. Therefore “ sowing to the flesh” is living and 
acting upon no higher principles than are found in the flesh, living and acting 
under the inflaeflbe of no lugher principles than those which ore discovered in 
man’s unrenewed, unsanctifled nature. I do not limit the expression, as 1 
have already intimated, to the indulgence of the grosser sensual ap|>etite8. It 
is true that this is “ sowing to the flesh” in the fullest and most degrading 
sense of the term ; and all who are thus living are “ reaping,” even in the 
present world, “ corruption.” Stand forth, ye victims of cjoncupisoence I ye nlar- 
tyrs of intemperance ! and let your hideous visages, your diseased constitutions, 
your trembling knees, your horrifled minds, proclaim the truth of God’s 
declaration, “ He that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption.’’ 
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There they are, reaping doily the consequencea of their sina before the eyea 
of all who have an opportunity of observing them. But this does not exhaust 
the meaning of the text. The “ reaping” refers to another world rather than 
the present, and it intimates what will be the result as regards all those who 
live upon no higher principles than those of human nature. The man who 
docs not love God and holiness ; the man who has no repentance and no faith 
in Christ, whatever else he may be, however amiable, however upright in many 
respects, is yet “ sowing to the flesh,” and ** shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
tion.” His whole nature will be one constant manifestation of moral corrup- 
tion ; the semblances of virtue‘which he had on earth will all disappear, and his 
soul, having had no principles of holiness sown in it in this world, srhall pro- 
duce no fruit of holiness in the world to come. He shall “ reap corruption 
punishment of sin, and, as I will presently show you, punishment in sin. 

This is the first kind of seed ; we no#' go on to the second. “ He that soweth 
to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap ^life^. everlasting.” By “ sowing to the 
Spirit” is meant, of course, that process of conduct which begins in regenera- 
tion by the Spirit of God and goes forward through the successive stages of 
sanctification. It is living anew by the power of the Spirit, and walking 
according to this new light ; as the ax)ostle says in the latter part of the pre- 
ceding chapter, “ If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” 
This is “ sowing to the Spirit a course of life which is directed by the 
teaching of the Spirit in the Word imd assisted by the power of the Spirit in 
the heart ; in other words, a holy life. It is in allusion to this that the apostle 
says, in the sixth chapter of the epistle to the Bomans, “ Ye have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” Sq in our text he says, ** He 
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit rea^^life everlasting.” We are so 
familiar with the language of Scripture, that we are not sufficiently impressed 
with its grandeur, and do not feel as we should its power ; just as people who 
dwell in Alpine regions are not so sensible of the altitude cf the peaks around 
them as strangers who see them for the first time. Oh ! brethren, where out 
of tliis blessed Book was the phrase “ everlasting life” ever found ? Where 
Ixiyond the minds into which it was put by that Book, was that grand con- 
ception ever cherished in the history of the world ? Everlasting life, eternal 
existence with all that can rendq^ existence blessed I — there is' a compass in 
this, which can be grasped by none but the infinite God. We shall never be 
able to comprehend the term, — ^no, not in eternity itself ; the conception is too 
vast for created intellect. This is to be the result of a life of piety — eternal 
existence, with all that can render existence ^ blessed I And the crop is 
certain. We cannot say that of the earthly seed. Till the harvest is in the 
bam, however good may have been the soil, however, skilful the agriculture, 
it is not safe ; insects, men, beasts, or the weather, may destroy it. But this 
eternal crop is sure. No inseet, no beast, no man, no weather, can have any 
power over it. “ He that soweth to 4he Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting.” 

Now before we go on to the practical inferences, there are three thoughts 
which appear to me to arise out of this part of the subject. 

First, our connection with the invisible and eternal world is more close and 
more intimate than we generally feel. Everything oonnects us with eternity ; 
every word, every thought, every feeling, every a^on, which has a moral 
character, connects us with eternity. We aie not ovly tra^relling to it, we are 
incessantly upon its very confines. 

A second thought which arises out of this passage is, that tlie 
misery and happiness of men in another world do not proceed exclusively 
from Divine appomtm^t, but also from the very nature of things, from man 
himself, w^at he is, and what he does. Just think what it is that the sinner 
carries into eternity. Himself !,;; Ah ! there is a word. But what is included 
in that self ? All his intellect&l faculties and all his mental disx>ositions. 
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Think of his taking his faculties with him. There will be his judgment, and 
that judgment will be illuminated with a dear understanding of all those 
things which he neglected ill the present world. Think of light coming in 
upon the lost sinner's mind as to the character of God, whom he disobeyed, the 
"spirituality, purity, and glory of the laws which he trampled under foot, tlie 
grace of the Gospel which he set at nought, and even as to the sin which he 
committed. Think of his intellect being enlightened as to the true character 
of all these objects* Next think of the curse of memory. He will forgCit 
nothing that he has done in this world ; he will, as it were, live his life over 
again for ever and ever ; all his sins will pass in review, all his actions, all his 
evil thoughts. What a sting was there in Abraham’s words, “ Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things throwing back memory to the past I Thus will it be in eternity with 
the sinner. Half the flames of the bottomless pit would be extinguished in that 
moment which witnessed the extinguishing of the sinner’s memory, a large 
portion of whose punishment will arise from the recollection of what ho has 
done. His conscience I Oh ! what will it be to have the reproaches, accusa*' 
tions, and stings of that fearful monitor for ever and ever I Then his misery 
arises out of himself. He carries his faculties and dispositions with him ; he 
is the same man in another world as he was here, not only as to existence, but 
also as to character. Those feelings winch he entertained here will continue; 
he will have all the same dispositions, and no object to gratify them ; be 
the subject of an eternal craving, with nothing by which the raging appetite 
can be appeased. Then how true is what I have said, that, besides the 
infliction of Divine punishment on the sinner, he is his own curse. The spirit 
goes into eternity pregnant^ with her own curse ! Who would desire this ? 
Bather who would not desire escape from it ? 

But I turn from this painful subject, to remark that tlte happiness of 
the good man will also arise from himself. Why, it does so here. Men 
have been mistaken in supposing that happiness here arises from any- 
thing but the disposition of him who enjoys it. The good man will 
carry with him his faculties and dispositions. Ills memory and 
ment will be ever pressing back upon the past ; his aflections will be all 
called into activity and seen in proper exercise. He carries with him two 
things in the way of disposition — ^love to God and love to his brethren. Per- 
haps many of you never properly understood what was intended by the 
law. It was not merely intended to make you holy, but to make you hap py. 
“The law is good in its place, it is as good as the Gospel. What can be bet- 
ter than a law which commands man to love God supremely, and his neigh- 
bour as himself ? I know not how it strikes you, but I cannot conceive of a 
higher or richer heaven than one in which there is perfect love to God and 
perfect love to man. I want no higher heaven thai^ this. Ijet every feeling be 
gone from my heart which is opposed ,to perfect love to God and perfect love 
to man*, let me have charity in perfection and entire devotedness to the 
service of God, and 1 have attained all that 1 con conceive as necessary to the 
happiness of our nature. The good man carries these with him to heaven, 
and for this reason the future is more closely connected with tlie present than 
he himself often imagines. Let all that stands opposed to absolute holiness 
disappear, and tiien must Jie be happy. And what is holiness but perfect love ? 

A third thought arising from this passage is, that there must be diflbrent 
degrees of glory in heaven. “ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap,” both as to quality and as to quantity. A man cannot expect a very large 
crop of wheat, though he sow wheat, if he do not sow in proportion. Now 
there are some good people who have doubts about this. Notlilng can be 
moie clearly revealed ; and we are not to raise up any conception of our own 
against the testimony of God’s Word. Besides, are there not diflbrent degrees 
of punishment for the wicked ? If not, ^at is the meaning of our Lord’s’ 
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words : “ That servant, which knew his Lord’s will, and prepared not himself, 
neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes ?” This refers to the infliction of Divine punishment on the wicked. 
Nothing can be clearer, than that punishment is to be of various degrees, and 
that every man who is cast out from the presence of God into a state of pun- 
ishment, will receive a punishment proportioned to his sin. The apostle, 
speaking of the heathen, says, “ For as many as have sinned without law,” 
that is, without revelation, “ shidl also perish without law j” that is, by the 
light of reason or conscience, whatever it may be ; “ and as many as have 
sinned in the law,” that is, under revelation, “ shall bo judged by the law,” 
every man receiving according to what he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. Well, then, by parity of reasoning, if the wicked be punished in various 
degrees, the righteous will be blessed ;iu various degrees. Heaven is not a 
place, into which all who are not punished, will simply be thrust without any 
subsequent distinctions. It is a place of proportion, — a proportion arising 
from the fact that if we sow, according to the quality, as well as the quantity 
of the sowing, shall we gather in the other world. I believe, that so intimate 
is the connexion between the present world and the future, that there is not a 
moral action performed but what has some influence upon eternity. It puz- 
zles some to conceive how we cson ;^erfect, if there ore degrees of happiness 
in heaven. My dear friends, th^re^lped be no puzzle here. Is not happiness 
shared between minds in this world, to a certain extent, in proportion to their 
capacity ? A man of larger intellect and more enlightenment than another 
has a larger comprehension, a wider range of vjew, richer enjoyment. And 
can we not conceive that principle carried out'i# the celestial world ? All 
vessels may be full, perfectly full, but all vessels may not be of equal capacity. 
There may be% consciousness in an individual that he is perfectly happy, and 
yet there may be much in the circumstances of another to give a much wider 
range, not only of intellectual apprehension, but also of enjoyment. Moreover, 
for aught we can tell, there may be a graduated scale of social existence in hea- 
ven, and there may be different elevations there one above another. But would 
not that excite envy ? On earth, where there is so much corruption, it would, 
but not in lieaven, where there is none. Besides, are there not different 
gradations of rank and station in the world which do not excite the smallest 
degree of envy, and why then, should not differences exist in another world? 
It is revealed that there are differences, and I, for one, believe that the different 
degrees of glory stated in Scripture to exist in another world are not to be 
received as a mere theological dogma, but to be employed as a topic in urging 
on to greater degrees of holiness here. I aixi quite aware of the expression of 
humility, “ Let me be within the threshold of heaven, and I am content.” 
My brethren, I want to be ^ little nearer the throne than that. I know that 
^to be within the threshold is infinitely more than I deserve ; but 1 want to 
glorify my Lord in heaven with the greatest power and capacity of, which my 
nature is capable. It is no Pelagianisiii, it is no departure from humi- 
lity, it is no setting up of justification by works, to urge others to good con- 
duct here, in order that they may attain to greater degrees of glory hereafter. 
The apostle uses this very argument, and for a very practical purpose, in the 
ninth chapter of the second epistle to the Corinthians, where he says, ** He 
wliich soweth sparingly, sball reap also sparingly j and he which soweth boun- 
tif ully,^6hall reap also bountifuUy.” 

III. I now come to the third head of discourse, — or the practical inferences 
arising out of all that I have said. “ Let us not bo weary in well doing : for 
in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportu- 
nity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the hous- 
hold of faith.” ^ 



SEED-TIME AND UAIiVEST. 


251 


If it be true that we are to reap according ns wo sow, then let us sow. 
What? “ Good.” “Let us do good unto all men.” The word “ good” has 
both a generic and a specific meaning. It may mean the wliolc range of moral 
excellence. Justice, truth, and chastity are all included in tJie word “ good,” 
But the specific meaning which it bears in the New Testament is beneficence. 
To “ do good,” is to benefit our fellow-creatures. This is the meaning of the 
passage which perplexes some readers — “ For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die ; yet perad venture for a good man some would even dare to die.” 
The “ righteous man” is here the just man, the man who pays his debts, 
giving to every one his due. The “ good man” spoken of, is the man who is 
beneficent, or who endeavours to benefit his fellow -creatures. This, l3rcthreu, 
is our vocation, not only to be good, but also to do good. Tliat professor does 
not understand liis calling who does not recognize the fact that he was con- 
verted to “ do good.” The Bible knows nothing of selfishness ; the Bible 
condemns all such feelings. It is by doing good that we place ourselves in 
opposition to Satan, who is emphatically “ the evil one it is in doing good 
that we resemble God, and are conformed to the image of Him of whom it is 
simply and beautifully said, “ He went about, doing good.” 

Now the text presents us wdth the objects of our benevolence ; first the 
church, next the world. We are to “do good unto all men.” National 
antipathy, secular prejudice, and the hostility oi man to man, are all condemned 
in the Word of God. Universal philalitferopy is the glory of Christianity. 
There is nothing like clanship ; there Is^no ^prejudice of colour ; there is no 
hating of our fellow-man l)ecau8c he is separated from us by a strait, a moun- 
tain, or a river, or because he is of another colour. The Bible tells me that 
God “ made of one blood” jdl men that He made to dwell on the face of the 
earth ; that I am debtor to every man, and that I am to avail myself of every 
opportunity of doing good unto all. Upon this principle rest our missionary 
societies and all our institutions for evangelising our own country and tho 
world at large. This is “ doing good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the houshold of faith.” A few years ago there arose, as many of you know, 
a spurious philosophy, which, instead of applying itself to society as it exists, 
proposed to construct a system of universal benevolence on the ruins of 
human independence. As if we could love the whole species the more 
through loving each ‘part of it less ! The order of nature is to begin with par- 
ticulars and then proceed to generals, and the last and richest fruit of private 
affection is general philanthrophy. ITicrefore, brethren, we are to begin with 
ourselves ; we are to “ love our neighbours as ourselves,” and to work out- 
w’^ard until we reach the extremities of human society. The men of religion, 
the “ houshold of faith,” have, of course, the first claim on our affections, 
because they stand in the nearest and most sacred relationship to us. But 
this is to be the rule of our benevolence — “ As yo have opportunity.” Oppor- 
tunity is the flower of time ; and it must be gathered wliile its fragrance and 
beauty are fresh upon it, or it will soon wither ^nd decay, and be lost for ever. 
Opportunity is a fine, a noble word. Who oi us has not felt the sting of that 
simple confession — “ I have lost my opportunity ?” Ah ! how will that sound 
in eternity ? “ I have lost my opportunity !” Do not lose your opportunity. You 
have it now ; mind that you seize it. “ As you have opportunity” too, get good. 
There is neither doing good nor getting good beyond the grave. “Be mindful 
of opportunity,” said a Grecian sage ; and here the apostle utters a similar ex- 
hortation. Life is opportunity. We shall do Uig good, in the same way least, 
after we have passed from this world ; we shall save no soul, relieve no 
misery, so far as we know, hereafter. Though we can hardly suppose that 
eternity will pass away without some acts of benevolence on the part of God's 
people, in some region or other of His universe, yet in the way of saving souls, 
or relieving misery, our opportunities, as far as we know, are confi.ned to this 
world. It is said of an eminent pbilantlirop|st, that being once called upon by. 
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some indiTidual, who made a^lication for his bounty, the good man drew a 
cheque, and immediately afterwards took up a letter which was brought to 
him. When he read the letter, his countenance became moved, and he asked 
the individual who had obtained the cheque to give it him back, as if he had 
altered his mind in consequence of some intelligence which he had just 
received. Instead, however, of withdrawing or diminishing his liberality, he 
drew a cheque for double the amount, saying, “ I have just received intelli- 
gence of the loss of a ship, which was not insured. For aught I know, God is 
about to take from me my property, and I will at least do good with it while I 
can.” This was being mindful of opportunity. In this world the list of 
casualties is very numerous. Iiet us, therefore, persevere in benevolence ; 
let us ** not be weary in well-doing.” 

It may be objected that the calls upon benevolence are so numerous. Tlic 
more the better ; it shows that the world is improving, that God is calling 
us to great and noble actions. * But some Chijstians,’ it may be said, * do not 
do their share.’ Never mind. Every man su^t&his an individual relationship to 
God. If there be some who do not do their duty, that is no reason why you 
should not do yours. ‘ But,* it may be urged, ‘ the objects oi^y benevolence 
are so ungrateful.’ It may be so ; if you look for reward in ^ur fellow- crea- 
tures, even in the beneficiaries who have received your kindness, you are likely 
to be disappointed. But evergr. good action has its own reward. A good action 
can never be lost, if performed Irohim right motive. If it produce no fruit 
hero, still there is a harvest to cofhe. ' The seed may be invisible in tliis world, 
but it will spring up and produce fruit in the next. Let us not then, I repeat, 
be ** weary in well doing,” This is the promise attached to our benevolence, 
“ In due season ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” neither disheartened nor 
discouraged, we go on to the end ; if, after devoting to the work the ardour of 
youth, the strength of manhood, we give to it the experience of old age ; if wo 
acknowledge, and act upon the acknowledgment, that in this warfare there is 
no dismissal from the field/ but that we must conquer or die ; if wc recognise 
tlie principle that we must not leave our post even when the shades of evening 
are gathering around us, and if we feel that the last throb and the jjiast pulsa- 
tion of our hearts must be devoted to God, theu, brethren, shall we reap ; then 
we cannot fail to reap. But it will be “ in due season” — ^not altogether in this 
world. There is somctliing to be gathered here ; the wavii% sheaf is often seen 
on earth ; but the harvest is to be gathered in a better world. Oh, there is a 
day coming when the labourers shall be gathered from every department of 
action, they that plough, they that sow, and they that reap. What a gathering 
will it be ! Pirophets and apost^s, martyrs and re^rmers, ministers and mis- 
sionaries, Sunday school teachers and tract^distributofs, all who have learnt 
tlieir duty apd striven to perform it in the right spirit, shall be there, with new 
jMjwers of recognition, and enlarged ones of enjoyment ; the Master, the great 
Master, shall be present, with all His servants — ^ ^ number which no man can 
number and the songof cherqbim and seraphim shall go on until, in the man- 
sions of the blessed, is heard the univor8al»i#hout, “ Harvest hmne I harvest 
home I” May we, my brethren, be there I 
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“ Standfast in t/ie faith ” — 1 Cor. xvi. 13. 

There is, my friends, as you all know*, an indisputable and indissoluble con- 
nection between the principles and actions of men in the present state of exist- 
ence, and their anticipations and prospects for the future. This is a cardinal 
truth in religion, the evidence of which is conclusive, and the importance of 
which is supreme } our personal r^npognition of it is claimed by every motive 
which can be urged upon intelligent beings } and any correct i^ormation, by 
which we may be guided to the safe and happy goal, will of course be hailed 
with great eagerness and delight. Such information, you are aware, is amply 
furnished to us in the course of the sacred writings, the grand design of whicli 
is so to illuminate the path of the present li£e, t^at those who read it may 
travel safely and rightly onwards, to the ttttahimmt of “ glory, honour, and 
immortality.” Any multiplication of citt^ioris to this effect would be superflu- 
ous j for when the exhortation, from which we now proceed to address you, is 
contemplated in its proper scope and connection, it will be found to convey 
tidings respecting human du|^« and interests, which will remove all obscurity, 
both from the mode of performing the one and of securing the other. 

It was delivered, you will observe, by the inspiicod apostle, to those who by 
his instrument^U^ad been brought into an interesting and a delightful asso- 
ciation with tl^jW Mp el of which he was the advocate, over wliose transformed 
characters lie hVeHsxulted, and whose welfare he endeavoured to promote and 
to secure, by untiring counsel and advice. Among* various other exhortations 
there occurs the direction we have now read — “ Stand fast in the faith a 
direction which was admirably adapted to the circumstances of those to whom 
it was addressed, and Which will also be found to remain' for the benefit of tho 
clinrch, unimpaired and undiminished in its value, to the end. 

We purpose, as not inappropriate to the occasion which has convened you 
within these walls, to notice, in the first place, the object to which the exhorta- 
tion relates ; secondly, the st^te which the exhortation commends j and thirdly, 
the importance with whicli l^e exhortation is invested. 

I. In the first place, let ns observe the object to which the exhortation relates. 

It is designated by the appellation of “ tho faith.” And the reference here, 
you will understand, is not imm^iately to the principle of faith in the hearta 
of men, but to the system of religion which is comprehended in the Gospel. 
The Gospel is not unfrequently 'spoken of, in the sacred writings, under the 
appellation whicli is thus employed. Take the following examples : “ A 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith “ EUmas the sorcerer 
withstood them, striving to turn away the deputy from the faith “ Felix sent 
for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith ** They heard that he who once 
persecuted us, now preached the faith “ Some shall depart from the faith 
‘‘He hath denied the faith « I have kept the To these instances we 

add undoubtedly the one to which your attention is now addressed. Thus 
there is directly brought before you that illustrious economy, which is “ glad 
tidings of great joy unto all people,” which embodies within it alike the glory 
of God and the happiness of mankind, and which is to consummate tlic opera- 
tions and the achievements of its mercy in the imperisliable glories of heaven. 

In connection with the designation which is thus supplied, we must request 
yon to notice two remarks. 
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1. In the first place, the Gospel eminently demands the exercise of faith. It 
is called “ the faith,” clearly because it requires faith. Faith necessarily has 
relationship to a testimony ; and the Gospel is a testimony of facts and prin- 
ciples, in regard to which faith must be exercised, in order that any salutary 
influence may be exerted, and that any delightful end may be secured. The 
exercise of faith upon the Gospel has especial regard to Him by whom it was 
established on the earth — the Lord Jesus Christ — especially comprehending 
His Divinity, His incarnation, and the ‘works which in His incarnate state He 
performed. He is the great object of faith, and when men believe on Him they 
believe the Gospel. It may be sufficient to remind you here of the language of 
the record itself : “ As Moses lifted up the the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so shall the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life “ For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His onl 3 »^ begotten Son, that whosoever b^ieveth in Hinj^ should not perisli, but 
have everlasting life ;” “ These things are written that ye might believe in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God, and that believing ye -might have life 
through His name j” “ He tliat believeth on the Son shall not come into con- 
demnation, but hath everlasting life ; but he that believeth not the Son, shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” To the citation of these 
announcements, what requires to be added ? They may well be permitted tp 
stand, in their imperial majesty, claiming the unreserved and entire submis- 
sion of every intellect and avery- heart. The Gospel requires to be believed — 
faith being concentrated upon Him who is its author, its finisher, its first, and 
its last. See that you refuse it not ; for remember, it will be at the peril of 
your souls. 

2. We observe again here, that the demand <$ the Gospel upon the exercise 
of human faith is founded upon an unexceptionable and aD authoritative title. 
And that title, my brethren, is simply tiie fact that the Gosxiel is a revelation 
from heaven. It was not arranged, or discovered, or presented, in consequence 
of contrivance or concert of human beings ; it was, in the emphatic terms of 
Scripture, “ made known” to them, delivered to them, handed down as a dog- 
matic communication from a superior power — a message with which they had 
no concern whatever, but to receive and embrace it. The liedeemer, -whom it 
so amply reveals. Himself brought it down from the celestial habitations, and 
every department of it must be regarded as truly Divine. “ God, who at sun- 
dry times and in divers manners spake in time past by the fathers unto the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by ^is Son “ who is the 
brightness of His Father’s glory, and the express image of His person.” The 
“ great salvation” “ at the first began to be spokeu by the Lord, and was con- 
firmed unto us by them that ^eard Him ; *God also lining them witness, both 
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to His own will.” And an accumulated amount of evidence, arising 
from prophecy, from history, and from a number of other sources, renders to 
these high assertions a verffict of unanswerable truth, and again, brethren, 
convinces us that our faith is “ not a cni^nlDgly devised fable,” but that it is 
really “ tiie glorious Gospel of the blessed God.” And it occupies a more 
commanding position, in regard to the intelligent universe, than any other in 
which even He could place it. Preceding dispensations of truth were in- 
termediate and interlocutory, but this is to be regarded as the consummation 
and the seal of all. It gives the last announcements of the Divine councils, the 
last communications of the Divine will. He solemnly, and without the possi- 
bility of addition, consigned it to the interests of the world ; and then, having 
rendered it, Heretired (as it were) to the feqret lecesaes of His Divine 

His glory to shine^ ' and His voice to lis heard no more, until that glory shall 
reblaze and .until that voice shall resound, amid the solemnities the judg- 
ment-day. “ See that ya*xefu8e not £C|in that speaketb. For If they escaped, 
•"tiot, who refused him that spidi^^OU^ earth, much more shall not me jeKuqsSi if 
we turn away from Him that speakelh from heaven ; whose .vnieo ahooh 
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the earth : but now lie hath promised, saying. Yet once more I shake not 
the earth only, but also lieaven. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which 
cannot bo moved, let ns have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear ; for our God is a consuming fire.” 

Thus, brethren, you observe the object to which the exhortation before us 
relates. It is the system or economy of religion comprised in the Gospel — ^an 
economy which requires faith from men, and whose demand for the exercise 
of faith rests upon an unquestionable and an authoritative title. 

II. We must now proceed to notice, secondly, the state which this exhorta- 
tion commends. “ Stand fast in the faith.” 

It might be observed, that the various terms of which the verse before us is 
comi3osed, appear to be derived from military affairs, and that those wlio were 
addressed in the exhortation were considered as though they were warriors 
engaged in conflict, ai^ having to cipnteiid, according to certain important 
principles, against their adversaries, that they might successfully resist and 
overcome. “ Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” 

Taking the exhortation as it api)ears in its own integrity, we request you 
to notice the following matters, as comprehended in the advice which it 
bestows. 

1. And in the first place, this exhortation advises that there should be un- 
compromising adherence to the doctrines which the faith propounds. Tliero 
are abroad, as you know, many agencies hostile to the Gobxk* 1 of Jesus, and 
designed, if possible, to shake and to subvert the principle of faith in the hearts 
of those who have embraced it There are the sceptical insinuations and 
arguments of unrenewed and hostile men around them ; there are the evil 
suggestions of their own mind^ in which the elements of unbelief still continue 
to work ; there are the subtle and powerful efforts of the great atlversary, who 
at any cost would bring once more lilis victims within his foils ; and tliese are 
constantly urging to a renunciation of the truths which were once regarded as 
the saving truths of God. The apostle was aware that agencies of this nature 
were largely operating among the persons who comi)osed the church at Co- 
rinth ; and in the preceding chapter he notices one glaring error upon a most 
momentous subject, against which he constructs the woi»derful argument con- 
tained in that chapter — the dogma being, that there is no resurrection of the 
dead : “ How say some among you, that there is no resurrection of the 

dead ?” In the same manner he gives similar advice to the other churches, of 
whose conversion he had been the instrument, precisely for the same reasons. 
Thus he advises the*^ Galatians against those who would seduce them from the 
grand doctrine of justification by Christ : “ Stqnd fast in the liberty where- 

with Christ hath made^diQdree, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage.” He tells the Epliesiaus, as the great end of the Christian ministry, 
that it was “ for the edifying of the body of Christ : till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ : that we hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to and pm, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive ; but speidcing the truth in love, may grow up into Him in 
all things, which is the head, even Christ : from whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according 
to the effectual working in the measure of every part," maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Tl^ Philippians lie exhorts to 
** stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of tlte 
GospeL” He entreats the Colossians, that they would “continue in the faith, 
grounded and settled, not being moved away from the hope of the Gospel,”^ 
and adds— “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the liord, so walk ye 
in Him : rooted and built up in Htm, and established in the faith, as ye have 
been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man 
spoil you through i^osophy and vain deceit.” He reminds the Thessalo* 
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nians, that when he felt anxious on their account, and could no longer for- 
bear,” ho “ sent to know their faith, lest by some means the tempter had 
tempted them, and the labour of the apostle were in vain and when he had 
received the gratiheatiou that their faith was abounding, he tells them of his 
exultation, and adds — Now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.” My 
brethren, the import of these various exhortations is always necessary among 
the churches of Christ ; and it must be most earnestly and anxiously impres- 
sed upon yourselves. Perhaps there never was a period, when it was more 
important that the professors o£ the Gospel of Christ should be urged to the 
cultivation of the stability which is now advised. We live in an age, in which 
the spirit of error is working with unexampled cunning, perseverance, and 
energy, attempting to draw away the votaries of the Gospel into a fatal infi- 
delity on the one hand, or into an equally fatal superstition on the other. 
Not a few have had their faith subverted ; and some, who once seemed to be 
eminent and established, have fallen basely and ignominiously into the snare. 
While thus the evil agent of falsehood is marching abroad, in proud and vaunted 
boasting, surely it becomes every true disciple pf ^le Saviour to oppose 
him with uncompromising and unwavering firmness ; and he who concedes 
one principle to his blandishments, he who follows for one moment in his 
train, he who ehters for one moment into his temple, is guilty of a foul and 
traitorous wrong, against his own soul, against his religion, against his Saviour, 
and against his God. Adhere, then, my brethren, firm and unmoved by the 
altar, to which already you have dedicated your liomage, and of which you 
were constituted the defenders, “ determined to know nothing among men, 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucifiea.” In this manner “ stand fast in the 
faith.” 

2 . Again : while this exhortatibn advises uncompromising adherence to the 
doctrines which the faith propounds, it also advises a holy conformity to the 
precepts which the faith enforces. It is not, my brethren, for a moment to be 
iraa^ned, that because our religion is designated by the familiar name of 
“the faith,” it therefore comprehends nothing that iSN)fa preceptive nature. In 
connexion with doctrinal principles, th|ge are many moral institutes, intended 
to govern the affections, the conduct, alid the actions of men, and to reduce all 
by whom the Gospel is professed to a ^jioly conformity to Him from whom 
that Gospel came. It is necessary to remember, that the only accurate and 
established proof of a belief of the facts and doctrinal principles of the Gospel 
is to be obtained in a conformity to its moral institutes ; and the conclusion can 
never be too clearly or too impressively affirmed, that where there is no obe- 
dience there is no faith. “ As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also.” It would be easy for us here to assure you, by 
specific citations from the language of the apostle and his companions, of the 
ample verification which has been rendered of this great fact ; but we proceed 
now to remind you, that there arc the same antagonist agencies against the* 
cultivation of holiness as there are against the cultivation of faith, and that to 
resist and overcome these there must be much of vigilant, of self-denial, and 
of courage, vigorously and constantly employe^l. For the votaries of the 
Gospel, when they are assailed by the principles of evil, to overcome the 
suggestions of temptation, to ** crucify the flesh wil^h its afifections and lusts,” 
and to “ keep themselves unspotted from th6 world,” — this, ray brethren, is 
true heroism — that highest victory of faith, by which the world and “ the god 
of this world” isonade to be overcome, l^t it be your object to exhibit that 
heroism, to accomplish that victory for yourselves, and to “ adorn the doctrine 
of God your Saviour in all things.” “ Be not conformed to this world, but be 
ye transformed in the renewing of your minds, that ye may prove what is the 
good and acceptable and perfect will »>f God.” “ Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pnrei, whatsoever thin^ are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, 
if there be any virtue and if there be any praise, think on*the8e things.” Let 
the graces of practical piety exist in a course of constant advance and pro- 
gression, becoming more and more vigorous, exalted and refined, until in 
the maturity of holiness yon terminate your career on earth, and b^me the 
inheritora of that state where you wili dwell for ever in the perfect likeness 
of God. Forget not, that by this consistent and holy conformity to the 
inreoepts of your religion, there is another and an important method of 
“ standing fast in the faith.” 

3. Again : you will observe that this exhortation also advises a zealous 
advocacy of the claims which the faith possesses. We are informed that our 
religion is designed for wide-spread difiosion among the nations of the earth, 
and intended, by the exercise of faith, to gather them in innumerable multi- 
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tudcS) for the enjoyment of everlasting salvation. We know also, that this 
great end is to be accomplished by the instrumentality of thcMse who already 
have believed, and that they are to ** stand fast in the faith/* or in behalf of 
the faith, by proclaiming its excellencies atid by insisting upon its embrace, as 
necessary that it may receive its rightful tribute, and that it may gain its 
rightful triumph. This department of Christian duty was that in which the 
apostle was so devotedly and constantly engaged, and m which he “ counted 
not his life dear unto himself, so that he might finish his course with joy, and 
the ministry which he had received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of 
the grace of God this is the work for which the Christian ministry in all 
a^s has been raised and sustained, and this is the work in which every indi- 
vidual Christian ought to find his duty and his delight. My brethren, we 
must regard ourselves as being set apart for this department of obligation and 
of labour ; we must be “ stedfast, unmovable, always ajk)unding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labour is not in vain in the 
Lord we must consider that we are enlisted, by the Captain of salvation, 
under his banner, as warriors to go £drth against the powers of evil, contending 
against them in one eternal and unmitigated fray, until the conflict shall 
end by the overturning of all the impostures which have saddened and 
crush^ the happiness of the nations, and giving to the Lord himself the “many 
crowns” which He shall wear in token of His universal dominion. If the age 
in which we live requires our personal stability and our personal consistency, 
it does also equally require our ardent and zealous advocacy of the religion wc 
have embraced. Are we not, my brethren, summoned to it, by the remarkable 
facilities which are now presenti^ to us for the diffusion of the Gospel among 
the nations of the earth ? Are we not summoned to it, by the zealous and 
the persevering efforts of those who are the advocates of falsehood ? And if 
they, in our own and other lands, are engaged in the constant promulgation 
of error, does it not become us to be at least equally zealous in the promulga- 
tion of what we know to be the truth ? I would ask you for ytmrselvcs, now 
that you are entering on Another sphere of Christian occupation and exertion, 
to see to it that by your inertness and listlestness the Gospel and the souls of 
men suffer not ; and let us, my brethien, all remember, that it becomes us, in 
our different spheres of action, to sgiltivate that ardour which burned in the 
heart of our blessed Redeemer, and which animated the noblest men whose 
names are canonized in the ann^s of our religion. Ours ought to be a zeal which 
burns alike brightly in the secret chamber, on the social hearth, and in the 
public assembly — an ardour which should animate the head of age and the 
heart of youth — an ardour which should increase and grow, and suffer no 
decline, until the bosom in which it is hid shall be consumed of the sepulchre, 
and itself transferred to another world, where it shall cause the soul to stand 
as a burning seraph before the throne of God and of the Lamb. Thus, 
brethren, “ stand fast in «ie faith.” 

You will now observe, in the three particulars we have illustrated, what 
must be regarded as tlie amount of the exhortation before us ; uncompro- 
mising adherence to the docDrines which the faith propounds, holy conformity 
to the precepts which it cf^rccs, and zealous advocacy of the claims which it 
possesses. 

III. See now, the importanceVith which this exhortation is invested. 

Many of the exhortations which have already been presented for your atten- 
tion are sufficient to illustrate the essential importance of the advice which is 
liefore us ; but we may be i>ermitted to engage your attention while we pre- 
sent some specific considerations, by which (especially to Christiau minds) 
that importance will quickly and palpably appear. 

1. And first observe, that the exhortation is thus important because 
only by complying with it due honour can be rend^ped to the excellency 
of the Gospel. The system which came down from God, is emphatically 
worthy of God. Who can examine into the institutes of our religion, without 
perceiving that in them all excellency is embodied and dwells ? It is a perfect 
combination of sublimity and of mercy, of grandeur and of grace. We wonder 
not that it has been a ** treasure”— -we wonder not that it has been 

termed “a Pearl of great price”— we wonder not that it is regarded as 
embodying “the unsearchable riches” of redemption ; wo may wcU apply to it 
the language which the wiac^st man has used in commemoration of wisdom 
— « The merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the 
gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies : and all the 
things thou const desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days is , 
In her right hand ; and in her left hand riches and honour. Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to 
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them that lay hold upon her : and happy is every one that retaineth her.” 
No influence can be exerted in her i^vour, which is not fraught with benignity 
and with blessing ; and not a few are now in the presence of God who know, by 
the events of their own histoiy, that the power of religion upon their hearts is the 
commencement of a renovating process, by which human nature is to be con- 
ducted finally to the highest and noblest dignity which it is possible for the 
finite to attain. Brethren, when you examine, as you may and ought, at your 
own leisure, the nature of the system which we now advocate, and the claims 
which we now impress, you must be aware that all you can render to your 
religion, in your intellect, in your emotions, and your natural powers, must be 
at best vain and unavailing. Would you in nowise compromise or sacrifice the 
honour of the religion to which you are attached — would you render to it the 
tribute which, under the influence of vital piety upon you, you would be able 
to render, so that you might fulfil the claims and honour the religion to which 
you and your fellow men are infinitely indebted ? — seek for the constraining 
mfiuenco of the love of Christ, by which you shall judge that “ if one died for 
all, then were all dead, and that He di^^d for them, v4;l^t they who live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, 1^^ unto Him who died for them and rose 
again.” 

2. Secondly, this exhortation is also important, because only by complying 
with it 'can men perceive and appropriate the enjoyments of personal religion. 
We Iwe already adverted to the importance of maintaining with unwavering 
firmness the doctrinal principles of the religion wo profess ; ajid it is very 
remarkable, how the apostle has defended one grand cardinal principle, to the 
preacliing of which this and other sanctuaries in this city are dedicated — I 
mean the doctrine of justification by faith in Christ ; how he has connected 
the maintenance of that doctrine with the proof of personal religion — those 
who in anywise, and to the least extent, attempt to compromise it, at 
once placing in doubt the fact of their having been at all influenced by reno- 
vating grace ! You will remember how, in his epistle, to the Galatians, 
ho illustrates and enforces this truth. It appears that there were those 
who, while they did not deny, but held ^e doctrine of righteousness imputed 
by faith in the Saviour, were yet desirous of associating with it certain Jewish 
ceremonies — ^as though there were sou^ amount of merit and of value in 
them. How indignantly does he repudiate the dogma I and how doesat 
teach us, brethren, to avoid the contaminating influence of those, in our own 
day, who to the smallest extent would put the observance of ceremonies on a 
footing with a personal appropriation of the blessings secured by the sacrifice 
of Christ I After giving the exhortation, “ Standfast in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made you free,” he says — “ I Paul say unto you, that if ye 
be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every 
man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is 
become of n<j[ eflect unto you, whosoever of you ard justified by the law ; ye 
are fallen from grace.” How ueedful, then, brethren, is it that your own faith 
should be pure, and €hat the manifestation of your faith in practical habits 
should always be distinct and decided I llcmemb^, that only as you abide in 
the truth, to the full extent in which it has been^ revealed, and with the full 
extent of conduct and habit to which reference has been made, can you be 
satisfied in ypur own hearts that you have the power of that grace which leads 
to final and eternal salvation. On the other hand, stability in the various 
mod^ in which it has been exhibited, with the corresponding holiness and 
activity of habit and deportment which the genius of our religion requires, — 
this will also be an instrument of imparting satisfaction and pleasure. In this 
state of “ standing fast in the faith,” there is a pleasure arising from a con- 
sciousness of reconciliation with God, and the witness of the Spirit bears its 
strongest testimony that you are aumbered among His children. There is, 
again, a pleasure arising from a liense of your being engaged in advocating 
that system which, while it will advance the honour of the Divine Majesty, 
will at the same time impart matchless and imperishable blessings to multi- 
tudes of youf fallen and perishing fellow-creatures ? and in this work you are 
tasting — 

“ The joy of God, to boo a smiling world.” 

There is also a pleasure arising from a vivid hope and anticipation of heaven ; and 
as tune advances onwards, and you have to contemplate, amidst many admitted 
imperfections, an earhest and a vigorous effort to “ stand fast in the faith,” beau- 
tifully cheered and enQOurage4 by a sense of immortality open before you, you will 
look back upon the past i^th gratitude, and ujion the future with buoyancy and 
with hope ; and well may you take up the language of the apostle, when in 
lus last moments he uttered that beautiful qpitome, both of the past, of the 
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present, and of the future — “ I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
niy departure is at hand ; I have fought a good ffght, I have finished my 
course, 1 Ixave kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day ; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.” “ lie 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

S. Again : this exhortation is important, because only by complying with it 
can the welfare and final happiness of the world be secured. My brethren, 
without noticing any existing speculations upon the subject, it is our convic- 
tion, gi’oundcd on what we believe to be scriptural testimony, that God has 
finally committed the restoration of happiness to the world to the dispensation 
of the Gospel of His Son. We are not of course ignorant that there arc those 
wlio speak of our religion as but a temporary dispensation, designed to bear a 
witness to the nations, and then to be supplanted by another economy, in 
which alone a reign of happiness is to be secured ; but if you look only to a 
single statement of the New Testament — I mean the language of the apostle 
Paul in the nfteenth *^liapter of hisi, epistle to the Homans — you will tliere 
observe that he has cited a number of prophecies from the Old Testament, 
which are admitted as referring to the last age of peace and purity and hap- 
piness, as connected with that dispensation of which he himself was a minister, 
and intended manifestly to bo fulfilled under it ; and it is very remarkable 
that the prophecies he has cited in this connection arc the very passages 
which are cited by the votaries of the speculation we have referred to, us 
tending to support their imaginary new economy or dispensation. The 
passages to which we refer are those which may be found in the ninth and 
following verses of that chapter. He says — “ that Jesus Christ was a minister 
of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promise made unto 
the fathers : and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy ; as it Is 
written. For this cause I will confess to Thee among the Gentiles, and sing 
unto Thy name this being a citation from tho eighteenth Psalm. “ And 
again He saith” — referring as you will observe here to the sixty-sixth Psalm, 
and the ninety-seventh, and others thlM; follow — “ Bcjoice, ye Gentiles, with His 
I)eople. And again” — quoting from the hundred-and-seventeenth Psalm 
— “ Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles J and laud Him, all ye people. And again, 
Hsaias saith,” in the well-known prophecy contained in the eleventh chapter 
of his prophecies — “ There shall be a root of Jesse, and He that shall rise to 
reign over the Gentiles ; in Him shall the Gentiles trust.” And in connection 
with that statement, we read of an age when “ the wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together ; and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down together : 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and fhc weaned child shall put his hand on cockatrice* 
den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain ; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.** You 
will observe from the cita^uns wo have made, that these various predictions 
are associated with the Gospel which we preach and which you believe ; and 
there is an immense amount of evidence, beyond and in connexion with his, 
to the same delightful eflTect — leaving us, brethren, to conclude,that God has 
bound lip the interests of mankind in the economy of His Son. It is under 
that economy, and by the preaching and zealous advocacy of the truth, that 
the Divine Spirit, who yet remains to be glori^ed, shall be “ poured out upon 
all fiesh,’* achieving the wondera of a new creation ; and it is under the same 
economy, and by the same administratfbn, that the Saviour will “ see of the 
travail of His soul, and be satisfied,” that He will appear as ** King of kings 
and Lord of lords,’* and that He will have “ dominion, and glory, and honour, 
and power,” and a kingdom, that all p^ple, and nations, and tongues may 
serve Him. My» brethren, is it not momentous that the happiness of 
the world shall be secured, that suxierstition and imposture shall be anni- 
hilated, that impurity and iniquity sliall be wiped away, and that tliat new 
glorious period sliall come, when truth and righteousness and joy shall reign 
over the whole of this once apostate and degraded world ? Then remember 
how momentous it is , for the whole Christian church to rise to the perform- 
ance of its duty, and to “ stand fast in the faith.” 

We have endeavoured, my brethren, with great simplicity, to address you 
this morning, upon a topic which must manifestly be regaided as stdtable to 
the occasion which has convenesd the stated worahippors of the Redeemer 
within these walls ; and it will be your determination henceforth to “ stand 
fast in the faith” — cultivating doctrinal stability, in connection with doctrinal 
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correctness. Brethren, these changes in the histories o£ our sanctuaries must 
always come with solemn x)Ower upon our spirits. They are times for reflec- 
lion, and they ought to be times for practical and powerful revival ; and if 
any that were associated with this house of prayer in former times have rea- 
son to accuse themselves of worldliness, of lethargy, and of inertness, in 
connection with the profession of the truth, let them now seek for those new 
impulses, by which they shall arise to a higher and a loftier state of piety, and 
shine amidst the vast population around them as “ lights in the world.” My 
brethren, we must, one and all, cultivate more of the spirit of Christian 
devotedness — we must be “ valiant for the truth” upon the earth ; and while 
we have much to encourage us, and much to lead to hope and joy in anticipa- 
tion, let us consider, in the ministry, and in the churches of Christ, our awful 
responsibilities to the glory of God, to the maintenance of His cause, and to 
the happiness of our fellow-men. Every minister now ought to hear the 
apostolic voice addressing liim in deep and energetic tones — “ I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the «quick and the 
dead at His appearing and His kingdom ; preach him Word ; be instant in 
season, out of season ; reprove, rebukp, exhort wiwi all longsuffering and 
doctrine” “ Watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry and to us there is the promise, 
that we shall “ both save oursmves and them that hear us.” And let every 
Christian man and woman remember the talent that is committed to his and 
her care» and use it for the best of masters, and for the best of ends ; and 
when the conflicts of time have ceased and are over, we shall be permitted 
without exception to rise to acetate where the glorified are to dwell for ever, 
and where He whom we have served will pronoimce over us — “ Well done, good 
and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over few things, 1 will make thee 
ruler over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

And then, my brethren, it may be that those are present, by whom the 
Gospel of Christ has been hitherto rejected, or at least neglected. There are 
those here, who have ncij^l^ted “ this gr^t salvation,” who have not believed 
** the grace ‘Whereby ih^ 2 ^ might be sa^^ My dear hearers^ ponder for one 
moment — what is yotW iK>ndltion ? “He mat believeth not,” we are informed, 
“is condemned already.” Ther^ is at present an exclusion from spiMtual 
peace and joy, and there must be a final exclusion from the. peace and joy 
which belong to a better world. You may perhaps,, now be engaged in and 
animated by excitements which prevent you from feeling your need of the 
systenr presented this morning ; but the time is at hand when you will need 
for yourselves a portion in the Gospel of Christ. You will need it in sorrow — 
and sorrow will havb no balm and no comfort but what it derives from the 
consolations of the Gospel ; you 'will need it in death — and the last hours of life 
will be dark an(| sad and heavy, if they have not to sustain and cheer them 
the precious promises of the GospeL It is the Gospel alone which can extract 
the sting from death, and transform “ the king of terrors” into a messenger in 
disguise. You will need it in judgnpi||nt — and judgment will be terrific and 
overwhelmixig apart from ik Standing as you must, at the left hand of the 
great tribun^, owned and recognized as abusers of countless privileges and 
invaluable means of grace, you will then receive from “ Him that aitteth upon 
the throne,” the sentence of those “ many stripes” and that “ sorer punish- 
ment” which will overtake those who have “ rejected the counsel of grace 
against themselves.” My brethren, we are all travelling towards the i>eriod 
of our final account. Many ^lemn and certain warnings of the transient 
nature of our present existence lie arotmd us ; we know not when the summons 
shall arrive for oursel'ves, but come if must, and that speedily and soon. Why 
should we . ^ 

* to the mercii^of a moment leave 
The vast concerns of w eternal scene ?** 

Shall we not at once irecelve that Gospel which is “the power of God 
unto salvaHon to e'very one that believeth,” and he ready either for the 
work and service of time, or for the sufferings of departure — and then for the 
happiness of eternity ? “ Now is the accepted time, to-day is the day of 
salvatitm.” “ We are ambassadors for Christ ; as though God did beseech you 
by us, we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
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“ Now a mediator is not a mediator of one^ but Ood is one,** — Galatians iii, 20. 

, We cannot, dear Christians, think too spiritually of God. The stronjyest 
effort, the happiest attempt, is but a feeble approximation to the fact. Our 
clearest idea, our simplest abstraction. Is but grossnes^ and confusion. The 
intidel has esteemed himself most fortunate in the objection, and in dealing 
it has imagined that he has struck a staggering blow — “ Did you ever see 
God ?** That which could be seen, ppuld not be GoCL He is a spirit and 
therefore He cannot be sensibly perceived. He iff infinite } but infinitv does 
not ^mit of parts, nor can be redi|ced to proportion^ which might be l^ily 
disc^ned. And therefore “ the King eternal, immortal,” must be “ invisible.” 
He is beyond the range of sensation ; by a necessity, that is the absolute excel- 
lence and perfection of His nature. 

We cannot conceive too holily of God. This being a moral quality, we can 
better weigh it than any of the phenomena of spirit or of illimitablencss. Each 
one of us is able to discriminate between right and wrong: — He is infinite i*ec- 
titude. Each one of us is able to discriminate between good and evil : — He is 
infinite benignity. And therefore, when we think of Him, we think of Him in 
His excellence and His perfection. These now take a moral relationship and 
bearing. Whatever is opposed to them, must be displeasing to Ii||m ; whatever 
is displeasing to Him, must be marked by His displeasure ; and under a retri- 
butive system, the mark df displeasure must be the brand of punishment. 

Herein consists the difficulty of acceffs to Jehovah — the ** spirit,” the infi- 
nite, the righteous, the good. It is not so mUch how we may stand before the 
infinite Spirit himself, as how we may appear in the presence of that purity, 
before which the seraph veils his brow, and in comparison with which “ the 
very heavens are not clean.” Who can spring the crossway, which shall stride 
the awful void and gulf — which shall unite together these widest extremes ? 
We are men — we are sinful men. 

The question is, then, not — how shall majesty meet our meanness ? so much 
as — ^how shall purity come into any contact with our pollution ? And we might 
have been left to this hopeless state, cut off for ever from the Divine favour, 
friendship, and intercourse — without a ifsay to God, and without a way from 
Him ; without a way to find Him, and without a way to escape Him. He is 
not a man, like oufselves, that we should answer Him, or that we should stand 
together in judgment ; “ neither is there any daysman, that can lay his hand 
upon both.” 

But God has devised means, whereby His banished ones shall not be ex- 
pelled from Him. And we must heretidee a distinction. There is an estrange- 
ment between every creature and his Creator; between the angel and his 
Maker — betfreen man and his former. There is no blame-worthiness in that 
estra^ement, or distance ; it is mere disparity, and it arises out of the nature , 
of things. But t^iere is a moral, a spiritual alienation : ** your sins have sepa- 
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rated between Me and yon.” Now the first disparity can never be altered — 
never dismissed; the distance between the Creator and the creature can never 
be less ; but the moral and spiritual alienation may be repaired, and we who 
are far off may be brought nigh. And the text relieves every difficulty ; it re- 
duces and hushes all our fears to rest. There may be an intervention ; the 
great and glorious God may conduct it ; and He may bring it to an amicable 
result — so that once more we may catch His smile, and enjoy that favour which 
is life. 

We cannot, however, disguise, that there are critical difficulties in the text. 
The doctrine is explicit, but the language is abrupt and elliptical : there is 
much to be supplied. A mediator is not a mediator of one this is self- 
interpreted ; we know it in the daily business of life — in its ordinary routine 
and course. If there be any difficulty or quarrel, and tb is submitted to adju- 
dication, he who adjudicates ** is not of one he holdi^.the well-poised balance 
bejbween the two parties then in contest with each other. “ But,” it is immediately 
added — “ God is one and there does not appear to be anything consequential 
in this statement ; the parts do not seem to hang together. “ A mediator is 
not a mediator of one all can understand it. ** But God is one.” 

,Two expositions are generally oflTered. 

** Go4 is one ;” of one mind ; inexorable ; true to His glory, to His rectitude, 
to His laws. All this is indubit|Lble ( but it does not seem consonant to the 
spirit of the verse. Is He inexorable ? How, then, may we expect mediation, 
or that mediation may be cabled to success ? 

Another comment is this. “ God is one He ** is one” with all the good 
and with all the holy in the universe ; He is in amity with them. But then 
our case suggests ^at which is painfully adverse ; and ** if God be against 
us, who can be for us ?” — a right converse of that statement which we not un- 
fr^uently pronounce, and pronounce by inspired authority — “ If God be for 
ns, who can be against us ?” To say, tjj^, that if God be one He is inexora- , 
ble-^that i^ He be one He has only a c^placent eye to the saintly and the 
uprighb-^is to dash our hope, is to our aim. ** A mediator not 

a m^iator of one, but God is one.” 

Then the “ one” is to be understood in an unalterable way ; personally one,” 
numerically ”one.” God alone is to be considered in this transaction. He 
not only mediates with us, but He medics for us ; He is on our side ; He 
takes part with us. It is His single hand%hich achieves the issue ; the whole 
depends upon Him, and is consummated by Him. Here He is to be viewed 
alooe^in His wisdom, in His grace, and in His glory, lo ! He devises ; and 
lo ! He does it ! 

Without amending, then, any further to the exegesis of the text, let us con- 
sider the parnes which are supposed ; the Mediator who is provided to unite 
them ; and the exclusivejiagency of Deity in the arrangement. And may the 
Spirit who indited these words, “ take of these things of Christ”— these preci- 
ousiMngs, these signal things, these transcendent things — ” and show them 
unto us.” 

J. Tirsti let us contemplate the parties supposed. 

God is a necessary existence. He is a cause — for' He wills to cause, to pro- 
duce, to effectuate. And ** He who made all things is God ** He hath made 
us, and not we ourselves.” We mutt consider Him in all His beauty, in all 
His fairness, in all His loveliness •, not intermingling these with any sensu- 
ousness of thought, hut with that which is most pure, most fitting, most agree- 
able.- He is all that is right ; He is all that is beneficent ; He is all that is 
pure. But we must consider outwaSffily how others stand in reference to Him 
—others, who exist simply by His will ; for whatever is without, is but His 
effect, His production. He has made worlds — ^He has made their inhabitants ; 
He has tl^e^nelore made ourselves. 

But He is not only our Creator, and entitled therefore to our deference; He 
is not cmly en^tled to our homage, as embracing in Himself all that He can 
exet^ise oon^lfieeucy upon, and all sources of ineffable bliss ; but He is our 
I^iwgiver — Me is ohr King — He is our Judge. He has not given us an idle 
life — an insect's hour ; we «re not sent to crawl, like the reptile, upon the 
earth —ours is an active being. He exacts from us obedience, and upon our 
refusal does not, cannot hold us guiltless. We have, therefore, to regard Him 
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in His le^slative character and aspect ; we have to think of tlie law— wo have to 
think of its sanctions ; and we must remember, that sanctions belong to law ; 
and if they be not enforced, they are but a mockery, a fraud, and a snare. 
God has therefore made us, and we are the creatures of accountability : moral 
agents — ^and so He deals with us ; moral agents —and so He respects us ; moral 
agents — and so He will adjudge us. ^ 

God is therefore seen in all His moral beauty, in all His spiritual loveliness, 
and also in Plis legislative aspect. Brethren, let us remember this party — so 
awful, so great ! It is to Him we must have respect, as it is with Him we 
have to do. 

But there is another party. It is man. His claims are not to be refused. 
Claims he has : ther^ Js “ a portion of goods which faJleth unto him.” He is 
reasonable, and he must be ^dressed through that reason; he is free, and he 
must be constantly treated in his freedom : there must be nothing to outrage 
his reason, there must be nothing to coerce his freedom. And man is seen as a 
transgressor— wilful, determined : he has precipitated the sanction of the law 
and the wrath of the Lawgiver upon himself. 

ISIow these parties are at variance. The one alleges wrong ; God has received 
it. You think you cannot affect His essence : it is true. How can you then 
derogate from His glory ? How can you yrrong Him ? There is a “ glory due 
unto His name He is grieved at its withlimldment. But you may inflict a 
moral injury upon Him. There are vital pointo of human character and of 
human repute ; assail them — ^the character, the^repute, are what they were; 
but is not a wrong inflicted ? You belie the Divine truth ; you impugn the 
Divine rectitude ; you impeach the Divine goodness. Is not that a moral in- 
jury which you do to them ? And therefore it is said — “ By transgression of 
the law dishonourest thou God.” The dishonour put upon God by every sin- 
ful act of is that grievance, is tliat injury, and is the ground of that vari- 
ance, touching which we speak. Mdh supposes wrcmg ; he deenu that so&e 
imury is done him — ^that God might^^ more benevolent, and even more just. 
Man stands forth in the idle, in the liarful spectacle of one who arraigns the 
righteousness of his Creator and his Judge. 

There must, then, be an antagonism of disposition, where there is such a 
state of variance. “ God is angry with the wicked every day.” You read of 
His fury — of His wrath — of His indignation. Analyse those terms ; lower 
them, subdue them, bring them to what you think they may admit. Is it 
only a settled, calm determination to punish the sin, and to pursue the sin upon 
the sinner ? We allow you all the abridgment : here is something far more 
to commend us than the counterparts of human passion — higher exasperation. 
Here is the declaratory will — here is the necessary will ; “ He will in nowise 
clear the guilty,” ^ 

And man has his antagonism. Look into a human heart — any human 
heart — that which is most tender, that which is most amiable ; ** The carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” You repel the allegation. You walk abroad 
amidst the landscape ; you love your Creator ; your heart expands and glows 
towards your Benefactor. Here is the paternal beauty — ^here is the paternal 
work ; and you are affepted by a filial amnity and sympathy. An image of 
your own I an idol I a strange God 1 You love your own device ; you depict 
and copy for yourselves the very God that you would liave to be a God, and 
your God : bat the Gpd of truth, afid without iniquity, who is just and right— 
you love Him not ** Out of your own mouth we condemn you for after the 
matter is so illustrated, you tell us, that were your idea d God such as our 
own, you would scorn, and must loathe Him. Ah 1 the carnal mind, however 
tempered, however moulded, “ is enmity against God.” 

And these are the Utigan^ as they enter the arena ; these are the foes, at 
^ey rush to the confiict. How unequal the encounter I How inevitable the 
issue ! ** Hast thou an arm like God ? or canst thou thunder with a voice like 
Him ?” Will you set the thorns and the briers against Him in battie ? He 
will go through them ; He wiU burn them together.” Here is the case : God 
is anny with man— rput your own construction upon that anger; manisin 
hostility to God— pot your own interpretation upon that hostility. God is 
against man ; man is a^nst God, 

Now if there he mediation, there arises a crisia But whither may we, 
look ? What angd shall stand our friend? 'I'o which of the saints can we 
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turn ? The whole is anticipated ; the goodness oi Scripture, of revelation, 
of Christianity, prevents all that is curious and inscrutable in the problem. 
A Mediator has been announced ; he is involved in the very text— “A media- 
tor is not a mediator of one.^’ Then he would not stand for us. “ A mediator 
of one,** could the solecism be allowed, must only l)e the representation of infi- 
nite wisdom, and justice, and truth, l^iere might come out the legate from 
the lawgiver ; but what mediator could spring up from ourselves ? 

II. We are, therefore, graciously and mercifully anticipated ; and we con- 
sider, in the second place, the Mediator who is provided to unite these parties. 

If you go into any of the transactions of life, you will frequently see the 
necessity of the umpire and the arbiter. There may’^be the friendly suit ; 
there may be the legal obscurity ; there may be the feud and the animosity ; 
and to tile mediator shall be assigned aiU that is painful, all that is abstruse. 
And these parties are often bound together, abiding by the award, and know- 
ing that that award is essentially and properly just. “ A mediator is not a 
mediator of one.” Your own recollections of socisd life assure you of this, and 
simplify to you this. 

We might consider that which is more august ; we might consider the con- 
gresses of kings, the negotiations^f ambassadors ; we might consider when an 
armistice is proclaimed, or when*%he mediatorship of states is prolferred ; but 
whether the more imperial, oj: the more common and obvious, tlie task of the 
mediator is plain. It is to stand between two ; and he must fitly represent 
the state of both. Men are equal ; but in civil condition there is a great im- 
parity. There may be the poor, and there may be the rich ; there may be 
the aristocrat, and there may be the hind. It is quite appiirent that in the 
one case there could be no fitting representationship of the other. How could 
thj rich represent the poor — ^the poor represent the rich ? How could the 
anstberat represent the hind — the hind represent the aristocrat ? Therefore 
the status of all must he placed into the account ; and every one must be seen 
in his proper rank and baring. ^ 

A mediator, .therefore, has often a most difficult part to act. How' can he 
fitly take up the cases of such difierent classes as may be supposed to be in- 
volved ? And yet if he be equitable or dignified, even this must be d.emauded 
of him. A memator must not only fitly represent the state of both, but he 
must impartially trans&ct the interest of both ; he must know no bias. He 
comes as one who must see nothing but the fact, the reality, the equity, the 
truth. He must put away from him all leaning, all prepossession, all preju- 
dice, all favour, and stand and take uxK)n himself the general burden — the in- 
terest of both ; he must justly arbitrate the claims of both. Whatever one has 
a right to— whatever right the other has to demand — the right must be so 
placed before the arbiter, that he must only know it as the right, — blind as to 
whose it is, and therefore taking care of each. 

But he must receive the power and deputation of both — ^for he is not idly to 
interfere ; he cannot take upon himself such a function ; it involves appoint- 
ment, and that each party shall afa^e by his determination. And therefore 
we have thus to speak of the most ordinary traniaction of mediatorship. 
There must be a fitting representationship of the parties themselves ; there 
must be an impartial transaction of the interests of both ; and of course there 
mast he their own agreement and consent. 

As this is seen in all that is more general, and in all that which is mere 
detail — ^in the common walks of life, as well as in the high places of the earth — 
let us now think of Him, “the one Mediator,” — “ the one,” the only, “ Media- 
tor between God and man.” 

If we api^y these principles, if we take these reasomngs, if we adjudge these 
facts, then “ the Mediator between God and man” must be complex in His 
ppson* He is to be in God’s stead ; He is to be our substitute and surety. 
He is to be Jehovah’s fellow— associate — compeer ; and He is not only to take 
the fiesh and blood of our offispring, of our nature, but to be “ made sin for us” 
— “ become a cume for us.” Oh 1 what points to reconcile I what contrasts 
to combine I — “ In the bosom of the Father and “ set ut nought,*’ ** despised 
and rejected of men” — so reduced in manhood, that He is ** a worm, and no 
man, despised of the people V* God could only commit to God His own attri- 
butes, His own laws, and their vindication ; man can only be represented by 
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Him who is touolied with the feeling of our in6rmitics, and is in all points 
made like unto us.’* 

Here, then, must be omnipotence and infinity ; here must be the God and 
the man. The complex person is proclaimed. “ God was manifest in the flesh 
** the Word was with Grod, the Word was God ; “the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt amongst us.” Oh I how invaluable is that conception — “ Emmanuel, 
God with us r* Brethren, glory ye in His holy name ; make your boast of this 
“mystery of godliness.” These are the essentials of the Mediator — and these 
alone. 

But our Mediator must take upon Himself, not simple negotiation merely, 
but vicarious action aiid suffering ; He must be our offering — our sin-offering, 
our peace-offering j He must establish atonement and expiation. For the quar- 
rel is not that of wordsc—the quarrel is of principles, the quarrel is of the attri- 
butes of Deity against the sins of mankind ; and all those sins must be taken 
away, and there must be an atonem^t, an expiation ; and if He will but stand 
His part, and redeem His gage as Mentor, it is He who must be “ the Just 
for the unjust^’* it is He who must “ beiir our sins and Cfirry our sorrows.” It 
is not adjustment ; it is that sin must be avenged on Him — that He must be 
the victim — that lie must “ die the death.” 

But, thirdly, it is quite as necessary that He shall establish a peace between 
the parties, honourable, dignified, and satis£|ictory to them both, it is not that 
He is to compound the Divine character, Klax the Divine law, or bring down 
anything of the great and the glorious and the pure to our standard ; it is not 
that He shall overlook any of our cares, any of our burdens, any of our griefs. 
When peace is made by Him, through the blood of the cross, every perfection 
of God is signalized, and man exults in that peace. The olive branch is ele- 
vated in his eye, and its balm is drunk by his spirit. It is a peace whicli God 
attests ; it is a peace in which man rests. He finds in it rest unto his soul. 

And then, fourthly, there must be consent and agreement. God has already 
signified this ; He baa put His bow in the cloud ; there can be no doubt that He 
has assented. The gift of His Son is that assent. But now swells the giant 
difficulty of all : how to bring man into these terms — how so to bring him into 
these terms that he shall justify them, and admire them, and admit them. 
My brethren, we allow the difficulty — a difficulty greater than all ; for God 
has “ i)rovided a Lamb for a si ur offering everything has been done on the 
part of God : but man remains in an entrenched malignity, in an “ outer dark- 
ness,” and will not acquiesce in any of these arrairgements. God feels that 
they do not insult Him ; but man affects that the insult is on himself. 

IIL This only renders more auspicious the further disclosure of the text — 
the exclusive agency of Deity in this arrangement. 

It never can come to a satisfactory result, that these parties shall act inde- 
pendently — that God shall act, and that man shall act. If, therefore, it were 
left to man, the arrangement must be broken ; the peace must be voided ; the 
Mediator must withdraw. But God determines concerning this dilemma, that 
as a Mediator must be a mediator of two. He will not only act for Himself, but 
act for the opposite party, and will pjrove Himself here “ one” — to be seen 
alone, to be glorified alone. It is His undivided doing, and He shall bear the 
glory. This will be made plain to you, when you remember — 

1. First, that He originated the plan. From that hour in which man hid 
himself amidst the thickets and beneath the shadows of the garden which lie 
had defiled — from that hour to this, when has man sought the Divine favour, 
in any way which God would point out ? Man would propitiate, man would 
exact, man would claim ; but when did man sue for i^rdon ? when did man 
cast himself, as a humble suppliant, before the Divine footstool ? The morote- 
ness of the human heart is seen in its practical atheism ; and God at the very 
last is only represented as saying to the reprobate — (and bow is lie arraigned 
for the saying 1)-—“ depart,” when every reprobate has often said to God before 
— “ Depart from me, for I desire not the knowledge of Thy ways.” “ This 
Cometh forth from the liOrd of Hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and 
mighty in working,” What genius gave this profile ? What intellect ^^truck 
this outline ? Go(|, when there was despair on earth, and silence in heaven, 

made this provision : “ Deliver him from going down to the pit “ 1 have 
laid help on One tliatis mighty.” And as the Mediator comes forth, this seenve 
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to be His soliloquy : ** I wondered there was no intercessor ; and of the ^ople 
tiiere were none with Me.” We have our proud helpers now — our s^f-righte- 
ons, going about to estaldish a righteousness of their own ; but pardon through 
the blood of Christ, salvation by His simple mediatorship — it is all of celestiU 
ori^n, it is all Divine, " God is one,” and only to be seen in the very origi- 
nation of the scheme. 

2. Secondly, God has provided that Mediator. You need not bring (so to 
speak) the Messiah with you, and ask God to deign acceptance of Him ; there 
could scarcely be so irreverent a course. “ Him hath God the Father sealed 

** Him hath God set forth to 1^ a propitiation through fiuth in His blood.” 
The priest has not to officiate ; the altar has not to rise *, the victim has not to 
bleed ; the fire has not to kindle : ** it is finished and lliere is every token 
of God’s approval ; there is the sovereign stamp upon Him whom He has desig- 
nated to this work. ** God is one who gave His Son, who proposed the sa- 
crifice of His Son. Who but the Father dould have *• delivered Him up for us 
^1 The provision of the Mediator proves that “ God is one” exclusively 
here. 

3. Thirdly, there is a removal of every obstruction and embarrassment. For 
what obstruction and embarrassment would press upon us, had we to weigh 
the claims of God — had we to meet the perfections of God — had we to adjudi- 
cate His wrongs, or to assert His rights I But God intimated to us His 
plan, showed to us His mercy, gave us knowledge of salvation by the remission 
of sins — arranged all — ^provided fob His own character, provided for the order 
and the harmony of His own universe ; and now it is not for us to raise a 
doubt, or to instance an objection, but simply to take what He has facilitated 
to the last degree. So that there is a reservoir of contrivance for all, and there 
is a magazine of provision for all ; and there is not a case unheeded — there is 
not a want unmet ; and therefore, instead of imagining (as our unbelieving 
hearts are prone to suspect) that God is opposed — the commencement is with 
Him, the prosecution is with Him, the climax is with Him. There is no dif- 
ficulty on His part; He has displaced — and the displacement cost Him his only- 
hegotten Son. The removal of every ol^ruction and embarrassment proves 
that here “ God is one,” 

4. Fourthly, God secures the rcs^nsive volitions of man. He leads into 
captivity high thoughts — “ the imaginations which exalt themselves.” • There 
is an invisible power, by which He can take hold of the spirit, search its 
rec§B^s, try its reins, touch its springs ; and He has access to that spirit, and 
controul over that spirit ; and without any violence that spirit now sympa- 
thises and agrees. And mark that result, the process of which we cannot 
trace, although we know it is a rational, and a persuasive, and a moral process. 
“ Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power,” How many a high 
thought has been brought low I How many a proud heart has been subdued I 
How many a spirit has been seen in sudden willingness I And you know not 
how they were drawn. They were not (properly speaking) constrained ; on 
violence was wrought upon them. Here ** wisdom is justified of all her 
children here the spiritually poor are made rich j and here the sorrowful of 
spirit are made glad: “ God is one” here — only to be seen in such an arrange- 
ment. 

5. Fifthly, God alone is to be marked and adored here ; for the development 
of the Godhead is (so to speak) an arrangement for the very working out of 
this mediatofial plan. Necessarily absolute in itself, there was not perhaps abso- 
lute necessity for this development. Unless there had been such a contrivance 
of salvation, the development itself might have been.unintelligible ; hut now 
we think of the subsistence of that essence — their relationship, their under- 
takings, their offices — ^that the Father and the Spirit sent the Son, that the 
Son came, that the Son was the gift of the Father, yet also that He gave 
Himself, and that the Spirit is the promise of the Father, the gift of the 
Father, yet shed upon us abundantly through Jesus Christ. My brethren, 
we now see this scheme of mediation, as it involves the one God — the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit. All these are “one.” We therefore think of the 
Father, the representative of justice and of moral government ; we think of the 
Son, the repairer of the breHidh ; we think of the Spirit, the efficient agency 
who takes and applies it all. God, Godhead alone is seen — is “ all and in all.” 

6. And lastly, in the administration of the Gospel, it is p9(kde evident to us 
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that God is alone visible here, and to be adored here^ He “ is one” — He is 
alone. Let us think, my brethren, of the blessings that Christ is made to us : 
“ Of God He is made to us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifieation and 
redemption.” “ Of God” Christ is made all this to us. It is God’s design — ^it 
is God’s grace — it is God’s operation. Then let us consider such language as 
this, illustrative of the whole dispensation of grace : “ God was iu Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself.” Was it not enough, we may familiarly 
inquire — was it not enough that He should reconcile Himself to the world, 
and wait for the acquiescence of the world ? But “ God is one and true to 
this simple delineation of His character, ** God is in Christ Jesus, reconciling 
the world unto Himself.” Already satisfied, already vindicated, He asks no 
more; His government requires no more ; His law exacts no more. But tWe 
is man’s rebellion and enmity to overcome ; and He is “ in Christ” for tins 
very purpose — to bringdown proud looks, and to conquer self-righteous hearts 
— to^‘ reconcile the world imto Himself.” 

Brethren, these are wonders, and they are wonders in the deeps. They tell 
us what is God, and that “ He who is our God is the God of salvation.” We call 
in no human aid, no created interposition, but only — 

“ Him first. Him last, Him midst, and without end.'* 

And how does this fortify and cheer the Christian soul ! Oh I there are 
hours when the infinite purity and rectitude of I^ity are truly over- 
whelming ; there are moods, when we think of **Him who cannot look upon 
iniquity.” Brethren, we need a refuge then, a covert then. Betake you to 
the shadow of this Mediator. Stand behind Him, and let Him represent you ; 
stand behind Him, and let Him advance, as you follow to the awful throne. 
There you are protected j there you, tlirough Him,/‘ have access, with boldness, 
by the faith of Jesus Christ.” “Touch but the hem of His garment” — virtue 
goeth forth from Him ; and while the Saviour speaks, (or rather, He need not 
sjieak, for “the blood of sprinkling speaketh” through Him,) let you suppose 
that those accents are uplifted for you. 

And let the sinner be warned. Oh if'^hat would you do ? ITou are not content 
to be saved. Language is often heard upon your lips — “ Unworthy !” — showing 
all that self -ignorance which belongs to the enmity of the human heart. You 
would save yourselves 1 We know there is scriptural idiom for this. But 
what mean you by it ? Are you “ working out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling ?” You are bringing your offerings — ^your raortificationsi ^our 
deeds of the law ; you speak of “ making your peace with God I” How 
agoni 2 ed is the pastor’s hearty frequently, at the side of the couch of departing 
life, to hear the Pharisaic boasting — “ I have made my peace with God,” or— “ I 
would make my peace with God I” Know you that law which you have first 
to satisfy ? Know you that justice which you have first to appease ? “ Make 
your peace!” One only can do it — One “whose goings forth were from 
everlasting” — One who “ travailed in the greatness of His strength” — “ speak- 
ing in righteousness, mighty to save.” Oh I “ think no longer so exceeding 
proudly and arrogantly, norlutup your horn on high.” Take the peace which 
He has made ; accept the peace which He now proffers. 

And oh I my brethren, “ my heart’s desire and prayer” is, that the doctrines 
of this Mediator, and of this mediation, as they have long re-echoed within these 
wails, may long reverberate from them still. “ If we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other Gospel than that which we have preached, let him be 
accursed.” Here be the refuge of the contrite sinner j here be the sanctuary of 
the afflicted saint ; here may they find the Mediator of God’s elect, ;and God’s 
people ; and here let there 1^ not only a proclamation of an objective, but alike 
of subjective grace — not only of a Mediator evidently set forth before your 
eyes, “crucified for you,”jkbut of that God who “is one,” in the entire work of 
that Mediator and that mediation ; so tha^ while you bless God for the gi^ of 
a Mediator, you may equally recognize Him in every operation — converting, 
enlightening, sanctifying the soul, that you may see that the whole matter of 
the sinner’s conversion, of the sinner’s sanctification, is a inatter which equally 
belongs to his salvation, with his acceptance and his ps^don, that you may see 
that in all which God does without the sinner, and in all which ^ God docs 
within the sinner, He* alone is to be acknowledged — and that this “ God is 
one !” 
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Bui wIm may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He 
appeareth ?'* — H^achi iii. 2. 

It was a distressing annouiltSemcnt delivered by the Most High to His 
ancient people, in the midst of His closing expostulations witli them, on 
account of their continued impenitence — “ Since the day that your fathers 
came forth out of the land of Egypt unto tliis day I have even sent unto you 
all My servants tho prophets, daily rising up early and sending them ; yet 
they hearkened not unto Me.” The ministry of the prophets was continuity 
exhibiting to the people, on whose behalf they were anointed, impending 
visitations, as the consequences of their sins, and at the same time encouraging 
them to the cultivation of the tempers andliabits which might avert the Hivine 
anger, and be instrumental in restoring the Divine favour. In the perfom- 
ance of this high commission there is a spirit of bold fidelity and of melting 
tenderness, which cannot be sufficiently admired ; and both the end .and the 
matter of their instructions remain for permanent benefit, even until the last 
ge^rations of time. 

Tme communications that were made by the prophet Malachi, are a signal 
example of the remark which has now been presented. He exercised his func- 
tions soon after the return of the remnant of the Jews from their captivity in 
Babylon, and in him it was appointed that the line of the prophetic adminis- 
trations should be consummated and should cease. Multitudes were around 
him, unafiected by the severe Judgments which had already been endured ; 
both the priests and the people were involved in flagrant guilt against their 
long-sufiering benefactor ; and he came forth with what he has expressed, in 
the commencement of this book, as “ the burden of the Word of the Lord unto 
Israel,” in drder to reprove their practices, to enforce their duties, and to 
exhibit those great sanctions of the Divine law, in conformity with which He 
would impart blessings to the penitent, while He would consign the rebellious 
and the unholy to condign punishment and to final ruin. 

. Amidst these various exhibitions of truth, there comes a remarkable procla- 
mation of the Messiah, whose office is not viewed, as it usually is, so much in 
associadon with His arrangements of mercy and grace, but with His designs of 
of ifustice and retribution ; for in answer to the cavils of those who had 
“ we^ed God with their words, saying. Every one that doeth evil is good in 
the sight of the Lord, and He delighieth in them or with asking the taunting 
question, “ Where is the God of fudgment ?” — it is announced, “ Behold, I 
will send My nsessenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me ; and the 
Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of 
Hosts. But who may abide the day of His coming ? and who shall stand 
when He api>eareth ?” And then He is represented as employing a severe and 
an all-penetrating scrutiny, by which He will accon^ish the purification of 
some, and the signal destruction of others. 
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We admit, brethren, of course, and fully, the application of this solemn 
passage to the personal advent of the Messiah, “ in the fulness of time,'* and in 
the land of Judea, when He produced such an immediate effect, in detecting 
the character and in deciding the destinies of the Jewish nation ; but at the 
same time we deem ourselves perfectly justified in carrying our contemplations 
onward, to an era which is yet to come — that of which we read so much in 
the Volume of inspiration, when the same Messiah shall in the last, and in 
the highest measure, exercise His judicial functions among all the nations of 
mankind. 

TJiis being the application in which we are now to employ the words before 
us, we request your serious attention, while we observe, in the first place, 
that there is a momentous ^riod for man to anticipate ; and secondly, that 
there is a momentous question for man to consider. 

1. In the first place, observe, there is a momentous period for man to anti- 
cipate. 

It is announced, in the passage before us, as one certain and specific event ; 
and in illustrating it, we shall of course carry on your contemplations to an 
era which is to arrive, when the ages of time shall have run their course, and 
when the economies of Divine providence and grace shall have reached their 
close — that era which is indicated to us so often in the inspired Volume as 
“ the day of the Lord,” as “ the great day,” and as ” the last day.** And let 
us request your observation to the distinguphing characteristics of that day, 
and to the inevitable certainty of that day. 

1. With regard to the distinguishing characteristics of that day — 

(1.) It will be a day on which the Lord will visibly and personally appear 
in the presence of the universe. When He had completed the purposes of His 
first advent, He ascended into heaven, in order to exercise and to perform 
important functions there, giving the assurance, for our consolation, that He 
would manifest Himself again, in a manner which the whole intelligent crea- 
tion should witness and admire. His own language was : “ The sign of the 
Son of man shall be seen in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth shall see 
Him coming with power and with great glory ;*’ “ He shall come in His own 
glory, and in His Father*s glory, and in the glory of the holy angels.** The 
language of the apostles was : ** The Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God j** 

” The Lord Jesus shall be revealed with His mighty. angels from heaveii» in 
fiaming fire ;*’ “ Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him ; 
and they also who pierced Him ; and all the kindreds of the earth shall mourn 
because of Him.’* 

What a mighty and wondrpus contrast is expressed, in these terms, to the 
mode and the character of the adveqt which is past ! Once He came as a 
victim ; but then He will come as a conqueror. Once He came as a ser- 
vant ; but then He will come as a sovereign. Once He came in the feebleness 
and lowliness of humanity ; but then He will come in the power and the 
grandeur of Divinity, concentrating upon Himself from numberless beings 
whatever can be rendered of lowly adoration and praise, 

(2.) And then this will be a day on which the Lord, by His coming, will 
perform great and wondrous acts. At His appearing, and by His bidding, 
the fabric of material nature will undergo its grand and final change. “ The 
sun will become black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon as blood ;’* “the stars 
will fall from their places,” “ like the leaves of the fig-tree, when they are 
shaken by an untimely wind “ the heavens shall depart as a scroll that is 
rolled together ;** “ the elements will melt with fervent heat, and the eaHh 
and all the works that are therein shall be burned up.** All these things shall 
thus be destroyed, and “ new heavens and a new earth’* will then emerge 
from the ruins. He will send forth His voi^, and command the sounding of the 
trumpet, at which the dead of the human race shall arise from their graves, 
at which the living shall be changed, and at which all their bodies and spirits, 
being united, shaU stand, with countless hosts of angels and of demons, ga- 
thered by the same summons, in one immense assembly, according to a 
sublime arrangement, before His throne. He will occupy the seat, and He 
will perform the functions of the Judge — ^judgment being the one grand pur- 
pose for which all besides is done. He .will exercise close and omniscient 
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scrutiny upon eacli one and upon all of the vast congregation that is collected 
before Him, known only in the two grand dasses of human character — the 
righteous and the wick^. On the righteons-^those who have been united 
with the merits of His atoning blood — He will pronounce the commendation 
of His grace ; and they shall be exalted with holy angels to the immortal and 
ecstatic felicities of heaven. On the wicked He will pronounce the maledic- 
tion of His justice ; and they will be consigned, with foul fiends, to ** everlast- 
ing destruction from His presence, and from the glory of His power” — “ the 
worm that dieth not, and the fire that can never be quenched” — “ the ever- 
lasting fire” that is “ prepared for the devil and his angels.” “ These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment ; but the righteous into life eternal,” 

Such, my brethren, will be the thrilling and the momentous transactions of 
this last day — of the Lord’s appearing. 

“ Great day, for .which all other days were made; 

Great day . of dread decision and despair 1" 

2. We have thus presented to yoti the scriptural statements, with regard 
to the distinguishing characteristics of that day ; and we now notice, briefly, 
the inevitable certainty of that day. 

There is not, my brethren, with regard to the grand developments now pre- 
sented to your attention, anything which admits of equivocation or of doubt. 
It may indeed, that we see no sign of the coming of the dayvof the Lord — 
that the sun rises and sets in its appointed order— tliat no portentous sound 
bursts upon the ear — that no dark omen is exhibited in the firmament — tlmt 
no earthquake shakes and convulses the globe upon which we dwell-^and that 
human afiairs proceed in the same manner in which they have been conducted 
for successive centuries ; it may be, that there are now (as was predicted b^ 
the apostle Peter,) “ scofiers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, where 
is the promise of His coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep all things have 
continued os they were from the creation of the world” — thus interpreting to 
the fatal purposes of scepticism and of infidelity that delay which is announced as 
a sign of the long-sufiering of the Lord, who is not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” Yet, brethren, the time 
which is before us is, in its appointment, certain and true ; and evidence is 
brought to us from all the sources from wMch evidence can 1^ conveyed, ren- 
dering conclusive and imposing attestation to the tidings, that there really is 
this period of final and irreversible judgment to come. 

Upon the certainty of the period which is now before us, we might direct 
your attention to many auxiliary evidences, which must be considered as of 
no mferior or slight importance. We might, for instance, remind you of the 
general opinion of the human race to that effect^ for where Is the religion, or 
where is the system, which has not to..^ome extent recognised a future retribu- 
tion, except where man has appeared in his most down-trodden and brutal bar- 
bm^ism ? We might remind you also of the operations of the human consci- 
ence, in those decisions which it pronounces respecting passions and actions, 
inflicting pain or exciting pleasure, as those passions and those actions may be 
regarded as vicious or virtuous. And what can this he, but an interhal testi- 
mony, rendered to us by Ood, of the truth ? We might remind you, again, of 
the construction of all human governments, which are necessarily sustained by 
.the' sanctions of rewards or punishments ; and how shall we permit to govern- 
ments Which are inferior or subordinate, that which may be refused to 
the goveihiment which is superior and supreme ? We might also remind 
you of the unequal allotments of the righteous and the wicked in the present 
world : the wicked frequently are exatt^ — ^the righteous as frequently are de- 
pressed : and once admitting the principle of a mortd government, we cannot 
but believe, that this points to, aqd.necessarily presents to ns, an equitable 
and a perfect administration to come. Hiis is precisely the conclusion to which 
the wisest man states himself to have arrived : ** 1 saw under the sun the place 
of judgment, that wickedness was there ; and the place of nghteonsness, that 
iniquity was thera 1 said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and 
the wicked : for there is a time there for every purpexm and for every work.” 
But after all, my bretbten, the chief weight of evidence is contained in the 
Volume that is open before me, of which it must be" averred, that it possesses 
irrefragable proof, in all its various developments, that it is an announce- 
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meat from Qod-rthe God that made the unirerse — the God of truldi — (so that 
it is impossible for Him to lie)— the God who declares ** the end from the be- 
ginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying. My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure.** And, my brethren, what- 
ever the spirit of human rebellion may announce or pretend against this record, 
it is a testimony in the presence of which infidelity must he frowned down into 
insignificance, and which must for ever stand firm and triumphant, in its unan- 
swerable truth and grandeur. 

Now, brethren, without entering into a prolonged ar^ment upon the mat- 
ter, let me entreat you to discharge from ^our minds, (if you have indulg^ in 
it,) any possibility of uncertainty or of evasion, with regard to the coming of this 
latter day. As true as the broad heavens are stretched above you — as true as 
the solid earth dwells and is fbced beneath you — as true as that the life-blood 
is now moving in your veins, and that you can move and act with the power 
of animated and intelligent beings — so true is it that you, and all your fellow- 
men, of every rank and age and nation, shall appear before ** the great white 
throne,** and by the hat of Him who shall sit upon it be consigucid to the en- 
during happiness of oi^ world, or to the equally enduring miseries of another. 
Away, then, with evasions and uncertainties 1 Let the matter be'hxed, and set- 
tled, and determined ; and at once, brethren, seek to comply with the exhortation 
of Him who is finally to appear : “ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, t]bat . 
ye may be accosted wptniy to escape all those things that shall come to ' 
and to stand beiore the^on of Man.** ' 

. " ^ 

IL We have gone, my brethren, somewhat rapidly over the part of the sub- 
ject which has thus been illustrated, in order to occupy much of your attention 
upon the second : and having noticed the solemn period which men have to 
anticipate — that whic|i is denominated “ the last day,** when the Mossiali will 
appear visibly and personally in the presence of the universe, and accomplish 
great and wondrous acts, and rendered settled and inevitable in the councils 
and by the appointment of the Omnipotent — let us now observe, that there p 
a momentous inquiry for men to consider. ** Who may abide the day of His 
comiing ? and mHIio shall stand when He appeareth ?** 

It may be observed, that the form of expression which is now before us was 
frequently employed by God, in regard to His chastening visitations, in the 
history ox His ancient people. This form of interrogation (if we may employ 
the phrase,) was a favourite one, on the parts of the prophets, in the name of 
thejr Mastic, for the purpose of exciting and arousing their attention. “ What 
will ye do in the day of visitati<Mi, and in the desolation which shall come from 
far ? to whom will ye flee for help ? and where will ye leave your glory ?** 

“ A wonderful and horrible thing is committ^ in the land ; the prophets 
prophesy falsely, and the prlbsts bear rule by their means ; and My people 
love to have it so : and what will ye do in the end thereof ?** “ If thou hast 
run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou con- 
tend with horses ? and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the sw^ing of Jordan ?** “ The day of 
the Lord is great and very terrible ; and who shall abide it ?** ** God is jea- 
lous, and the Lord avengeth : who shall stand in His anger, and who shall 
abide in the presence of His indignation ?** Is not the same mode of challenge 
and inquiry rightly to be transferred from j^rovidential dispensations to the 
final allotments of the great appointed day of the Lord ? and is not the mode 
of challenge that which may especially be employed to the careless and the- 
uncon ver^, that by it they may, in the exercise of God’s mercy, bo prompted 
to “ flee from the wrath to come ?’* 

We shall now, therefore, my brethren, urge this inquiry upon all those who* 
constitute this audience, not omitting the most mature and established 
tian, though directing the energy of our efibrts to those who are in transgr^- 
sion and in peril. “ Who may abide the day of His <^ming ? and whov ^ 
shall stand when He appeareth ?** This inquiry shall be vindicated ; it shalL 
be appli^ ; and it shall be advised upon. 

1. This inquiry shall be vindicated. 

There axe multitudes among sinful mid unconverted men, who vehement^ 
object to and protest against any such inquiry being urge^ upon them at all*^ 
They liave no objection to inquire, (or it may be, to be inquired of,) concerning 
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their circumstanocs and prospects, with reference to the present life ; but when 
it is recommended them to extend the sphere of thought, and to question as to 
those realities which are beyond the grave, even the realities of judgment and eter- 
nity — themas if some dire and terrible spectacle had been conjured up by a dark and 
fearful magic, they start back, and bid them to “ avaunt and they pour forth upon 
the persons who would advise them the gall of bitter reproach, as if they were 
sorcerers, who would torment and destroy them. No sinners who are yet under the 
power of sin, will ever listen with complacency to a challenge as to their pros- 
pect, in the day of retribution. Not unfrequently have the ministers of truth, who 
have brought it distinctly and affectionately before them, been challenged with 
insult and defiance in return. ‘ What right have they in this manner to per- 
plex and to annoy us ? What are they, that they should use this freedom ? 
8uch pertinacity is perfectly unauthorised. When will they cease, and leave 
us alone ?* It may be that there are some in this congregation, who have in 
spirit thus dealt with their pastors and teachers ; and it may be that there 
are some who feel disposed to deal thus #th him who addresses them. 

Now, my brethren, we mean to affirm, that our right to press and urge this 
inquiry is as valid as was the right of the prophets of old ; not for a moment 
that we would assume anything approaching in character or in office with them 
— ^but there are certain institutes, by which we are guided and authorised, 
which in this respect place us undoubtedly on a parity. Will you listen, while 
we explain to you on what we conceive our right to founded ? 

(1). That right is founded on the nature of the commission which we have 
received, in the ministry of the Lord — a commission which tells us to declare 
"the whole counsel of God,” "to warn every man, and to teach every man, 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus that we are to bo 
" all things unto all men, if by any means we may "’save some and which 
moreover threatens, if we be undecided, or dastardly ,^r unfaithful, that the 
guilt of souls will finally be imputed to us before the Xio^. 

(2.^ That right is founded, again, upon a just estimate of the value of your 
intelligent and immortal spirits — a value far transcending any possibility of 
competition or of counterbalance, in comparison with which treasures, and 
power, and empires, and continents are as nothing. As the Redeemer 
solemnly inquired — ** What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul ? or what shall a, man give in exchange for his soul ?” 

(3.) That right is founded upon an equally just conviction of the fact, that 
while in a s|atc of impenitent and unbelieving sin, you are in danger. You 
are in danger of departing from earth, carrying with you no warrant to enter 
into a peaceful eternity ; and you are in danger, when the last great day shall 
display its burning splendours, of appearing before the tribun^ as those who 
have no plea, and who (as the legitimate consequence of transgression,) must 
be hurled down to that dark and fearful world, where you will be tormented 
day and night, for ever and for ever. My brethren, is it possible, upon any 
recognised principle of philanthropy, to do other than to warn you to " flee 
from the wrath to come ?” 

Thus we conceive that our rights of presenting and urging the inquiry is 
amply asserted ; and remember, that whatever eaimestness and importunity 
we may from time to time endeavour to employ, (yet at the best, alas I how 
inadequate and how imperfect !)-^we are only displaying to you a friendship 
r which really is most disinterested, enlightened, substantial, and sincere. 
This, brethren, is the emotion we now feel towards you. " Oh ! that you were 
wise, that you understood this, and that you would consider your latter end !” 

2. The inquiry before us, then, is vindicated ; and now, secondly, as we 
stated to you, it is to be applied. 

We find many instances of remarkably close personal application in the 
writings of the prophets, and especially in the ministry of Clirist and of iEIis 
apostles. It will not be, therefore, unauthorised or improper, if the inquiry 
which is now before us be applied, respecting various ranks and classes, repre- 
sentatives of whom, perhaps, may be found, esp^dally on certain occasions, 
within the precincts of the sanctuary of God. " Who may abide the day of 
His coming ? and who shall stand when He appeareth 

(1.) Shall the infided — he who has " rejected the counsel of God against 
himself,” against argument, and entreaty, and appeal, and perhaps, assuming 
a bolder port and fow of impiety, has donounoed the Record of inspiration as 
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but an imposture and a lie — shall he abide and stand ? No ; for it is pro- 
nounced — “He that believeth not, is condemned already “He that believeth 
not, shall be damned.” 

(2.) Shall the sensualist — he who has degraded the high and immortal gift 
of reason to the vulgarities of animal appetite, herding with the drunken, 
with the gluttonous, or with the lewd, and thus “ glorying in his shame” — 
shall he stand ? No ; for it is pronounced of all such — “ They shall in nowise 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 

(3.) Shall the worldling — ^lie who has concentrated his activities and desires 
on that which perishes in the using, prostrating his faculties and his powers 
in idolatrous service to mammon — shall he ^stand ? No ; for it has been 
pronounced — “ Whosoever would be the friend of the world is the enemy of 
God.” 

(4.) Shall the Pharisee — he who “ being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
has gone about to establish his own^ghteousness,” and who, repudiating the 
grand evangelical principles of the Gospel, has believed that by the merit of 
his own penances and works he can establish a claim to acceptance before the 
heart-searching God — shall he stand ? No ; for it is pronounced, that 
“ whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased,” and that “ the hail shall sweep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.” 

(5.) Shall the hypocrite — he who has assumed “ the form of godliness,” 
while he knew that he had not the power, and who, deluding his fellow-men 
with a falsehood, will pass into eternity with “ a lie in his right hand,” as 
though he could deceive and delude the omniscient One — shall he stand ? No ; 
for it is pronounced, that God abhors the sacrifice, when men “ draw nigh 
unto Him with their lips, while their hearts are far from Him,” and that into 
the new Jerusalem “there shall in nowise enter anything which defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.” 

“ Who may abide the day of His coming ? or who shall stand when He 
appeareth ?” Brethren, none but those who have repented towards God, and 
who have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ ; none but those who have been 
justified by the blood of the atonement, and sanctified by the influence of the 
Spirit. As to all beside — and I tell it as a solemn and heart -searching truth to 
all those who constitute this audience to-night — that if they be found in any of 
the classes which have been enumerated, or in any other classes which emljody 
especial forms of impenitent and unbelieving sin, they will, amid the burning 
grandeur and tremendous development of the two worlds, presented before and 
around the tribunal of the great and resistless Judge, themselves have to la- 
ment, and will themselves have to cry out, in the^ last accents of despair — 
“ Bocks and mountains, fall upon us, and .hide us from the face* of Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and from the Lamb, for the day of His wrath is come ; 
and who shall ^ able to stand ?” 

When lliou, my righteous Judge, shait come, 

To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall 1 among them stand ? 

Shall such a worthless worm as I, 

Who sometimes am afradd to die. 

Be found at Thy right hand ?" ^ 

Let each one this night, in the silence of midnight, and in the darkness of the 
solitary chamber, bring home the question, in concentrated and unabsorbing 
energy, to his own spirit — 

** Great Godl and where shall I appear ?** 

2. The inquiry, then, has been vindicated and applied ; and now it is to be 
advised upon. 

God has been pleased to institute the Christian ministry, for the purpose 
of rendering counsel and encouragement to all who would return unto Hims^f ; 
aiid coming into this sanctuary, with new hopes and new anxieties, doubtless,^ 
on the part of y6ur minister, it may, perhaps, be well and appropriate to 
manifest also this part of our public commission, by presenting to those for 
whose benefit the present service is especially designed, those conns^s by 
which they may be enabled not to shrink from the inquiiy, but to enter upon 
it, to hail it, and to answer it peacefully and well. 

(1.) And, my brethren, men are advised; in connection with this question, to 
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embrace from the heart the appointed method of preparation for the day of the 
Lord's coming, in which alone there is a promise of safety. It is delightful to 
know, that there is a method for escape and rescue ; that upon this grand 
scheme the councils of eternity were arranged ; that from them it has pro- 
ceeded ; and that it has been meritoriously accomplished by the very Being 
who, at the last great day we have contemplated, is Himself to come forth in 
the awful character of the Judge. LcK>k at that grand and wondrous Being, 
as you find Him, during the days and years of His first advent, in the terri- 
tories of Palestine. There behold Him, in Bethlehem, a helpless babe, lying 
in the manger of a stable, because ** there was no room for Him in the inn 
behold Him, a humble youth, living in obedience to those who were reputed 
His earthly parents, and working at lowly and industrial employments, as 
though He aspired to no public or important station ; behold Him^ coming 
forth to His public preaemng, associating only ^th the lowly and the mean, 
wandering homeless and houseless in tha mountains and deserts of Judea, and 
while ** the foxes have holes, and the bir^ of the air have nests, He not having 
where to lay His head ;** behold Him, in the garden, apart from His disciples, 
convulsed with the contemplation of His coming woes, and there sweating 
great drops of Wood^*’ running down to the ground, as He prayed that “ if 
possible the cup mi^t pass from Him ;** behold Him, condemned as a blas- 
phemer, bufietted, spit upon, crowned with thorns, clothed in purple, mocked, 
and scourged; and then behold Him, on the cross, in that last mystenons 
agfoay, exclaiming—** My God, My OJod, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?” In 
this was the process, by winch was accomplished the grand provision for the 
salvation of sinners — and it was accomplished in His death ; for then there 
fell upon Him, and there was quenched within HiiUt that fire which justice 
had lighted up to desolate the earth, when Adam fell, which ran along the 
earth, finding fresh fuel in every crime and iniquity of man, and which, had it 
not been for His mercy, would have wrapt the entire universe in fiames. ** He 
bore our sins in B[i8 own body on the tree and the sinner, convinced of sin, 
!ha8 oifiy to look in faith to that cross, and the very moment the eye of faith 
Tests there, and pleads there, from that moment the Judge is made his Friend. 
The first advent prepares for the second ; he who is a partaker of the suffer- 
ings of the first, shall he a partaker of the glory and salvation of the 
second ; mid 1 say to the vilest sinner within these walls — ^the infidel, the sen- 
sualist, the worldling, the Pharisee, the hypocrite — ^In whatever form of aggra- 
vated transgi^ion you may have indulg^ I tell you, my friend and fellow- 
dinner, that by a simple contrition of heart, and by a simple application by 
faith of the merits of the crucified One, you shall obtain an inheritance with 
the glorified One. The curse is cancell^ — ^the cloud is dispersed — the storm 
has ceased ; blue and cloudless azure covers the vast expanse of the firma- 
ment, and &e prospect is that of ** fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore.” 

My brnthrei^ many of us have been to the cross of Calvary already : let us 
go thither again, and let us pray to Gkid that others may be found standing 
with ;us there to-night. Come, let us congregate ; and let us ^ze ; and let 
us Ipve ; and let us rejoice ; and let us sing the noble hymn, with which our 
sanctuaries sometimes resound — 

^ ** Jesuit, Thj blood and rigbteousnw 

My beauty are, my glorious dress ; 

'Bffildst ilaming worl^ in these array’d, 

With Joy shaU I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day : 

And who aught to my charge shall lay ? 

Fully absolved by Thee f am, , 
iv fear, and ^It and shame.” 

** shall lay anything to the charge of GodV elect? It is God that 
justifietlL Who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, 
that it risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
Intercession lor us. Who shall separate us from the love^ of Christ ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword ? Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors, through Him 
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers^ nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
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lore of God, which is in Christ Jesns our Lord/’ Is not the advice right ana 
good, to embrace the proper method of preparation for the day of the Lord’s 
coming, in connection with which there is this assurance of safety ? 

(2.) Again ; there is another matter of counsel. Men are advised to em- 
brace this method of preparation, without procrastination and without delay, 
^ere are many arguments, my brethren, solemn, and almost funereal in their 
importance, against delay. I shall present them for your regard, trusting 
that some, at least, will listen, will apply, and will improve. 

The importance of the matters at issue is an argument against delay. In 
the ordinary concerns of life, when you have the prospect of securing an infe- 
rior and a temporal^ood, you <wjt upon the principle which you learned in 
early education, as implied in the comn^n phrase, that delays are danger- 
ous and you commonly take the l|rst opportunity of grasping at the end 
which you anticipate. Why, brethren, is not the tome principle practically 
applied to the high and awful concerns of the future ? How vast the issue 
that is at stake ! It is the soul — th^t immortal pripoiide which remains ne- 
cessarily unaffected by a capacity for corporeal death, and which, by the will 
of God, is invested with the high attribute of immortality ; it is the soul — 
whose destinies are those of pleasure or of woe, commensiirate with the capa- 
cities and with the duration of its being ; the soul in.gloi^y or in ruin — ^the 
soul in felicity or in anguish*— the soul in heaven or in hell — the soul is the 
issue, in its weal or woft for ever ; yow soul, and t/our soul, and your souL— the 
soul of each and all in this audience. Tlie redemption of ^e soul is precious, 
and it ceaseth for ever.” And when the alternative is so Irighty and so over- 
whelming, is it not an argiunent against de^y ? \ 

Again, brethren ; the l^urdening influence of sin is an Itrgument against 
delay. There is no question but that continuance in sin is connected with 
a process of induration or hardening, and that man becomes settled and 
established by continued indulgence in transgression against his God. 
** Because sentence against an evS work is not executed 8peed%, therefore the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” And w&read of eadior- 
tations, ** lest we should be hardened through the deceitfulness ^ sin.” Now, 
brethren, it is probable, and more than probable, that this prcM^s has b^e% 
continued, in no common manner, in the experience of some whs are now in 
the presence of God. Are you not, sinners, yourselves aware thabit has been 
commenced, and that it has fearfully operated ? There was a time when, undmr 
the ministrations of the sanctuary, or the counsels of pious friend^, in domes- 
tic or social life, you quailed and trembled as they warned you, and ntolted tod 
wept as they entreated and beseeched you ; but now the same^rutlUy urged' 
with the same earnestness, in public or in the domestic circle, have strangely 
lost their power. Their themes are the same — ^their verities are the lame— 
their manifest earnestness is the same ; why is it that you feel not,^'anl that 
all the emotions you once had, have passed off like a shadow and a dnam ? 
Because you have been hardened by the influence of sin. ^ My brethren^ the 
process is continued now, and you cannot leave the sanctuary to-night ')|re- 
cisely with the same susceptibilities of moral and spiritual impression for v^e 
future, if you repent not, as you did when you entered it ; and I trembleto 
think, that I have this night l^n to you either ** the savour of life unto life^’ 
or “ the savour of death unto death”— that I have either been the instrumenV 
of God in promoting your salvation, or your own instrument in promoting 
your damnation. Oh ! stay, sinner, stay, and turn to Him against whom you 
have so deeply revolted ! The hardening influence of sin surely is another 
reason against delay. 

Again, and finally ; the uncertainties of human life coxistitute another argu- 
ment against delay. “ Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will 
go into such a city, and continue there ayear, and buy and sell, and get gidn : 
whereas ye know, not what shall be on the morrow. For what is yonr life ? 
It is even a vapour, that appeareth |or a little time, and then vanfsheth 
away.” have had of late many and portentous manifestations, in the 
course of Providence, of the unoertamty of numan Hfe. Who is th^ thtt 
has looked around him, upon but a small and contracted sphere, who has xxot 
seemed as though he were walking ami^t corpses, and over the graves of the 
dead f And how oft^, day after day, has the knell been repeated^ whkm has 
seemed vocal with the advice of wwidwi — ** Boast not thyaelx of to-morrow !” 
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dit iMfethren, let U 9 reablTe, that ** whatsoever our hand findeth to do, we 
may do it with our mlghti** as knowing that ** there is neither wisdom, nor 
device^ nor knowledge in the grave, whither we are going *,*’ and remember, 
^bttt to ** do it whdi our might,** we must do it nouf. The uncertainties of life 
aU constltiite a reiiim against delay. ' r 


My brethmt^ permit me now to commend these truths to yonr sincere and 
pemmaal regard. It has been my desire to present mysell to-night before you, 
ai one aaxtous miy for the salvation of your immortal souls ; ana conscience 
bsHasM nnt ki iwuig 1 ^ public statement ; and therefore, in the full con- 
fidmm Hm ym win bdieve the preacher is sincere m his warnings and with 
Ids leeMnseiSt let me ask that you follow them— wat lo you may rightly 

ti«idibdre|dyto theqn^tion— ^ Wa(|.msy abide the day of His coming? 
and Wlio shaU st»nd wh^ He appeareth ?’* ^ 

Mow grateful, Cbristw brethren, oimht we^%> oe. who trust tliat the work 
is d^m, and that we hare^w only to^pait for the fummons that shall trans- 
lale us into eternity — tne assnranoe, that being “ al^nt from the body,** 
we shafi be ■<4>r68eiit/^t]»ibh6 Lord,** and that we shall ne among those, who 


having 
finding 0or 


whfohweaKempidU 


Gfod will bring with Him,” when He shall come— 
from the dust and putrefaction of the grave, towards 
ling, clothed thimuiLinoorraptjlon, in pow^r, in glory, 
fotamrlAii^ fitted to be the temples aM the mansions of our 
iia^ iu ffte regions of bliss, throughout eternity 1 ** Oh ! 
1 , lor His mei^ endur^ for ever.” 

for whose advantage d^%ially this service haa been 

some laments of easiest anwrayerful contemplation. 


and to 


rfoilowl 


agaixuit delay, and renmmb^ what is the penalty, 

and to despise. It is possible that there is some person 
to nigbt, who will alter all lose his soui « He will appear 
the triboiiii $ he will be condemned, and will depart to 
anguish. Who ia it m this place, that will lose his soul ? 

, ^ M^ver that inquiry could be urged with more than orduuuy 

My bear^ ym need not lose your souls ! There is a 
nmiptiotti you are freely invited to make ase%f it, with assur- 
amwihatlP wm be leceived, and you will be saved. 

fiome tMUgo, a young person, residing in the city where I have long 
^ 6 hsutedii||to workof the ministry, was snmmoued to her home, for the 
stontosf^toe last eichortations of a i^ous father. When she 

hablt&OD, he was exhausted and well-nigh gone, aM be could 

WiPto fijtotly to her the words^ with his expiring breath—** Do not lose 
She hlid been gay and thonghtlegs, but me words arrested her ; 
epmi the sanctuary of God, and remained for a period apparently 
pew# of r^ 4 ^ous impresi^l bat gradually that impression 
Wf^petttod but as the moraixig-eloud and the toriy dew ; it passed 
'mg caselessQess a^dn. Ctrcumstances, under Biviue 

tod one Sabbsth evening, 4 o the sanctusM: of which 
toe pastor. When she hekrd a semon^an the value m toe soul, 
toe passed by, from the commencement till weU^nigh the dose, 
liaatMSoa$ but by toe singular overruling of Divine grace, the 
tods In toe disQourse were toese— >**Z>o not lose your soul” It 
to tier at toougli toe veies of bur departed totoer hm uttered toem ; 
mar 6 --^w Sto repented ishe was converted; 

Clirist as a memb# oi toe Christiaii community over which it is 
tp|j;ipto,«udt0itotlmesiiieeI was sammicMtoherdjeato- 
stoito aai^ito aM pato # bMy she Mto testimony to 
apoalMr and departed wm toe blessed com- 
Itotbto ioito' 






wet gite for toe aasurswea now^hat tom are some 
gfima of tlm XMvito shafi Im pi»^^ 


fotol b»to*lf 

I bave done, i^ymim your sonlsi you wiH 
t ItarMMii^^ bdng toe your soulsi 
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“ Send them men, that they may search the land Canaon.*’-^— Numbers xiii. 2- 

After the miseries which the people of Israel had ^i^fciKed in the land of 
Egjrpt^the tyranny of the king, the contenqpt of the peoidsy the severity of 
the taskmasters — ^they mi^si have f qjlt in a very livbly man^^ the blessings of 
a rational freedom. No longer subjected to the contronl of a harsh and alien 
sovereign, God himself was their Buler, through Moses Bia minister n the* 
Divine law was the code of their government % they were subjehted to no oon- 
stramt save that which was for iheir benefit, bound to no obpfrvanoes save 


so pro- 
ived but 

i tbe!3 
God’i 



those which the Divine wisdom had appoint^ Under 
pitious, though they journeyed throi]^ the wilderness, ^ey 
little of its horrOTs : the dry sand was more pleasing to their emi 
than the velvet idaintf of Egypt ; and the open and barren pri 
more driights than the rich groves and well watered meadows of 
had left The doud by day and the fire by night were the sym1 
protecting presence ; and while the refresbmg shade of the one _ 
heat of the sun, and the cheering glory of the other lighted up the 
a tropical night, we may be sure &at they were not less refreshing, 
cheering, to the minds of those who beheld them. It must have 
feverish agitation attendant upon enterprise, to know that 
uncertain expedition, for that God was thejir leader. It must have 
the cold damp of despair^ to reflect ihat He who had so latdy exec 
geanoe upon theuf^mies, and for had dothed n natimi 

mourning, was stfil leading them like a flock of sheep. Idtrie though 
were among the nations, and ^graded as had been their boudi^n, they 
now honoured above all peopl^ and distinguished by the greet Jehovah m 
His own chosen race. After the destruction of Pharaoh and his host, Axwsldi 
also BuJOfored for opposing them, add the rest of thek way to the hsuders d 
Canaan was unwturbed by hostile interfevenoa The (mmtmSm oi the 
Mosaic law were appointed ; many dheering proadaea ol Divine and angelk 
asdstanoe were given ; and now, with their oonstitatioii eompleted, and the 
oourae of their victmdes marked out for them, they had Imt to euter in and 
experience the truth of the pronuse---’*^ IVar My ani^ ahi^ go in before yoiL 
and bring thee iu unto the Amorites, and the MMritet, sue the Perixritaa^and 
the Canaanltes, and the HIvites, and the Jehusites, ana X will out them 
B^ore, however, they entered upon the ootugoest of them devoted nat|ig;% 
it appears that a proposition was made by the people to Moses, that otislam 
men should go ana efilmisie the land,Tep^ upon itanrodiiotioiis, and ♦ 

gate the military strength of its inhabitonts. Hoses himseiltiientioiisthkpr^^ 

He laid It oerore the lUord, and the ronilt wbb^** And the lord 9mk 
yoses, fiend thpu men* that they may searrii the la«% of 

It was mdeed a beaurifm land to wh»^ Jbey had now oome; the deeoliilh^ 
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of the wilderness wits past, and every heart bounded with joy at the delightful 
aspect of their promised home. The «dioes of those dry rocks which had 
miraculously supplM them with Water, the sultry and cloudless sky which 
bad miraculously rained down manna upon them, were now to give place to 
the quiet murmur of a thousand brooks, tb5 deep voice of mighty rivers, and 
a sky varied with clouds, holding forth the promise of “ the early and the 
latter rain.** We may suppose, that as they, reflected upon the mercies they 
had enjoyed, they were filled with a holy determination to fulfil the commands 
ci Gk)d, and the hearts of the oldest warriors among them overflowed with a 
.stem joy at the thought of girding on their armour for the cause of the Lord 
Qod m Israel, of sweepiing from the earth a nation of idolaters, and planting 
the /banners of Jehovah upon the walls of their heathen cities* The animated 
mind of youth looked beyond this to a long i>eriod of ease and tranquillity, to 
wealth, to national prosperity and doihestic happiness *, and when the twelve 
men, one from each tribe, set out on their expedition to search out the land, 
the hearts of the whole nation went with them, and waited eagerly for their 
return, that they night buckle on their swords for conquest, and in the name 
of the lord go forward to prevail. But the children of Israel were a people 
governed by impulse! So long as any powerfully exciting cause was in active 
operation before their eyes, they were zealously afiected ; but when the excite- 
ment was withdrawn, tngir Ml immediately declined. Thus we find them 
making a mlden oalf at Mount Sinai, and committing idolatry even in the 
presenee of the cloudy pillar. 

But the men who had been sent to spy out the land, at the end of forty 
days returned, and by their report confirmed all that the imagination of the 
iJews had pictjtnped c<»)ceming its beauty and fertility. They brought with 
thetk aspedmen of its delicious fruits, and the truth was wrung from the 
reludiuit witnessec — ** Surely it fioweth with milk and honey, and this is the 
frmit el it ISeverthelesa t^ people be strong that dwell in the land, and the 
dties are walled ai|d very ^at ; and moreover we saw the children of Anak 
. there;** And what then ? What though the cities were fortified, and the men 
gigantiC'-«d^ ^hey suppose that God knew it not ?-— that He had promised to 
His people more than He could perform, and that having brought’ them safely 
out of the far more mighty land of Egypt, He would allow them to be con- 
sumed by .a land **that eateth up its xnhalntants ?** Did they imagine that 
the Anwm and the Amalekitea were more mighty than the God of the 
whole ^rth ? No ; the truth was, tlwy forgot God j He was “ not in all their 
Noughts.** They behdd the pomp and power of the Canaanites — tlxeir 
aplei^id cities walled ifp to heaven, the stores of water and provision with 
Which iheir highly favoured land was filled; they beheld the great stature of 
tins V^liwcipi, and the watrlike preparations of the Jebusites, and they 
treAuled at an eacountar with a peop& so strong ; but likt" the servant of the 
prophet, they saw only the might of one side — ^tfaeir faith was not strong 
enoi^lito bebcM the ranks of cherubim and seraphim, standing with their 
fitoing swords tewa in tow hands rofind the ttircme of the great Eternal, 
and w^tlng to fulfil 1^ behests. The Jewish spies could not hear the com- 
>;tatision already given to the angd of the covenant, to cast out those nations 
« Israel; looking oz^ with the eye of flesh, ^y returned and 

S gad In exact oontiradicil<Hi to the words of the Most High — ^ We be not 
^ g|0 ^ against the ueot^, for they are stronger than we.’* In vain did 
Mhua, rememWmg the promise, still the .people before Moses ; 
in thsy exclaim-^** Let us go up at onee and possem it^ for we are 

wetl allaln oveitxiiine ft*,” The evil report prevmled ; the fear of the giants 
was than thedeshe of the milk, and the honey, snd the grapes of 

Eahecd* aU. lha ohngregation Kfted up their voice and cried, and the 
pei^ wept all that nsghC* 

ferat wna that th^ decided upon eleetinga captain to lead them back 
into Egypt, CBiafaiig offtheraby their allegianoev not.only to Moses, but also to 
God; and the land . visited them iu flme indignation, sware in His wrath 
that they shoukL not enter into the promised land, condemned them to a per- 
petual waDderiog in ^e wUderoess, and slew by the pestilence the men that 
had brought up an evil report of tbe^d. 



THB rKOMISBD 


279 


N<^ looner had the anger of God been thus manlleiited, than the weak and 
yet obstinate Jews fell into the opposite error, instead of humbly aoaiiieiekig 
in the judgment indicted on them 5 they rose up early li the mormng, and 
gat them to the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we ie here, and will go 
into the place which the Lord hath promised, for we hare sinned. And Moses 
said. Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the Lord ? but it 
sh^l not prosper. Go not up, lor the Lord is not among you, that ye he not 
smitten before the Amalekites.*’ They, howerer, went up, and were shamefully 
defeated. Then, and not till then, did they recognise the Divine power, and 
refrain from fighting against God. With scarcely any mental firmness, and 
almost as little rdigion, they coold bear no reverses, and were ever being led 
into error. The/ were, as an eminent divine observes, headstrong, presump- 
tuous, pusillanimous, indecisive, and fickle, and precisely therefore the more 
fitted for the work in which they were to be the instruments. Had they been 
a people wise in counsel, and determined in action, undaunted by danger, and 
undeterred by labour, there would have been natural causes to which their 
establishment might have been attributed ; the weaker would have given way 
to the stronger, the less wise to the more wise ; the miracles of God would 
have seemed works of supererogation, and their settlement in the land of pro- 
mise would have been assigned to human for^ght and human valour. As it 
was, when so base and degraded a people were chosen, not for their meri^ but 
solely out of God’s predeterminate counsel — ^His respect to His promise to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob — when nations, “ seven nations, greater and 
mightier than they,** were driven out before them, and when this had been 
done by plagues from the Lord — by the lions, and the hornets, and the pesti- 
lent and the holding up of the hands . of Moses, — ^when, after forty years* wan- 
derings in the wilderness, they were brought back, not only to the border of 
Canaan, but into the high places thereof, and that <*land of oil, and olives, and 
honey, of com and milk and new wine,** became their own ; then surdy the 
heathen were constrained to acknowledge that the excellency of the power was 
of God, and not of them. 

Let ui0ow return to the search into the promised inheHtance. Not all those 
who went up in tins unhappy expedition gave way to the spirit of fear and 
unbelief. Joshua, the type of a coming spiritual Saviour, and Caleb, the 
friend and companion of Moses, wm among the men so commissioned ; they 
too saw the ibeauty of the country, and admired its luxuriant fruits ; they be- 
held the ripening harvest and the pxu*ple cluster of the first ripe g^ape *, but 
they saw in this only the g^ious goodness of the Lord to His chosen people : 
they also beheld the lofty towers and well defended battlements, the proud pa- 
laces, and still prouder temples, the magnificent cities, and the hosts of armed 
warriors ; but iu all these they contemplated the splendour of a doomed nation, 
and so far from feeling any emotion of terror, they were only struck with sor- 
r^ow at the persevering wickedness of Canaan. 

From tim nature, may we not draw something Hke an analogy to our pre- 
sent state f ^ere are few transactions recorded in the history of Israel, that 
have not their par&Uel in tho sidrituai state of man ; and though much folly 
has be^the result of indiscriminately spiritualising the historic parts oi God*s 
Word, still we may without Ifiame point out the unity of the Ihvine counsel, 
as displayed in the dealings of Jehovah with the seed ci Abraham according to 
the flesh, and. the economy of salvation offeiied to the seed of Abraham accord- 
ing to the Spirit. We do know, that as Joshua shadowed forth in his victo- 
rious career ’^'the seed of the woman,” who should trample on the head of the 
serpexit, so the actions of Joshua typified those advances in the knowledge send 
fear of God, which every Christian is encouraged; nay, oommanded to make 
We do know, lhat as the seven nations «were, ormight have been exterminased, 
root and branch, to make way for the twelve tribes, so may the slns wifikii 
beset ns be overcome by the Captain of our saiyAtion. We have a Canaan, a 
heavenly Cahoan, towards which we are journeying; and we are told by an 
orhcle, eveh more sufe than the XTrim and Thummim— “ there remameth 
therefore a rest tor the people of God.” This, then, being the case, can we do, 
better than apply to ourselves the injunctiop in the text, and ** search out the* 
laOd” which is our promised abode? VrOe it is, we cannot send men as the 
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Jews did : for " who shall ascend into heaven, saye the Son of God which 
came down from heaven But there waa one who was ♦* caught up into the 
third heaven,** and4ha:e heard and saw things which cannot be uttered ; there 
was one, who was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,** and talked with Him who 
stood in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks ; and they, though they 
could not unveil to mortal eye the glory of the celestial world, though they 
could not realise to mortal ear the songs of the redeemed, yet gave us so far a 
glance into the state of the blessed, that we are enabled to ** go on our way 
rejoicing,** knowing that the city which we seek, “ the city which hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God,** is no fancy of the imagination. 

But shall we open the book of their record, and note what their inspired 
lips have spoken concerning the New Jerusalem ? Shallvre tell you of the 
gates, each made of a single pearl, and the foundations of twelve manner of 
precious stones ? Shall we lead you to the " sea of glass, clear as crystal,** 
over whose waves beams the ineffable brightness of the throne ? There is the 
“rainbow like unto an emerald,** and “the tree of life,** and the golden 
streets, and the sound o! ceaseless melodics, along the banks of the river 
prooee^ng from beneath the throne, “ the river of the water of life.** Shall 
we point out to you the crowns, and the harps, and the everlasting light ? 
No— for we are persuaded that these, all heavenly as they are, form but a 
small part of the glory and the bliss of the risen. When the gates of that 
city shidl dose upon the ransomed spirit, will it be on these things that the 
undying eye will ^ fixed, or rather upon the face of “ Him who sitteth upon 
the thz^e,*’ the triune Jehovah, the glorified Jesus ? He who “ iiath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows,** and upon whom hath been laid the 
punishment of our offences — He who hath “ washed us in His own blood, and 
made us kings and priests to God and to the Lamb,** who bath gone before 
us, as “ the first fruits of many brethren** — He will be the supreme object of 
our admiration and of our only worship. “ And there shall be no night there, 
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth 
them light, and they shall reign for ever and ever.** Such is the land towards 
which we are hastening — an inheritance not doubtful, but secured to ^ by two 
“ immutable things, by which it is impossible for God to lie.** 

And now, having heard this good report, shall we gird on our swords and 
prepare, as disciples of the Lord, as followers of the apostles, to “fight the 
good fight of faith,’* and declare in the heart-stirring words of Caleb—** Let 
us go up and possess it, for we are well able to overcome it.** Press forward, 
then ; the voice of our Captain is cheering us onward — ** Fear not, it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Angels are rejoicing at 
our progress ; and not only so, but fighting on our side : Satan and his 
apostate legions are fleeing before the triumphant cross : while the voices of 
the saints are borne down to us on the wings of many ages, and calling to us 
with a sound like the noise of deep waters — *‘Be ye followers of us, as we 
followed Christ” Shall an appeal like this be unanswered ? Shall we plead 
•our terrors at the Anakim, while the sword of the Eternal is drawn on our 
behalf ? Away with the thought ; “ though they hedge us in on every side, 
in the name of the Lord we will destroy them.” 

Yet let us not go on this warfare “ without counting the cost ;** the enemies 
against whom we have to contend, are giants indeed. “We wrestle not 
.against fiesk and blood, but against princip^ties and powers, gainst the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
These opr foes are watchful as well as powerful ; they are sleepless and most 
malignant ; they know our weak parts, and can tempt us most craftily ; they 
are in lea^e with the corruption of our own nature, and are often most 
dangmus when least suspected. Ara we prepared, against such antagonists 
as these, not only to draw the sword, but to cast away the scabbard ? Have 
we a stteng will, an unflinching courage, a contempt of the^world, and a high 
and holy resolution to “ count all things but dross, so that we may win Christ ?** 
If we have, we may dismiss our fears, for we are not left alone in so unequal a 
conflict. ** 1 am with you always, even to the end,” is the inspiriting assurance 
of the Lord. 

But are there none among us, wh%are Ustening rather to the accounts of 
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the unfaithful sjpies, than to the just and faithful Caleb ? Hark to their 
words* ^ Truly it is a good land ; human language would sink beneath the 
task of describing its glories, nor could the imagination of man conceive the 
idea of them. The general company and church of the firstborn” are there, 
rejoicing with their risen Lord ; “ and this is the fruit of it,” even “ peace, love, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.” But nevertheless there are strongholds in the 
way thereto, where “ the god of this world” armed **■ keepeth his goods in 
peace and the Anakim — the corrupt inclinations of our unregenerate nature 
— ^are marshalled in dark array, to oppose our march ; and we are not able to 
go up against them, for they be stronger than we.* Is this the language to 
which you have been listening ? Have you looked on the strait gate, and 
found it too strait — tried the narrow way, and found it too narrow ? But no, 
wo will tell you whence come the persuasive accents that you find so seducing. 
“ O foolish Galatians 1 who hath bewitched you ?** It is the will of the 
old serpent, who would fain bring you into bondage, or keep you so — who 
would fain have you choose him for your captain, and go down with him into 
the land of Egypt. The world is for a season his kingdom ; and he has 
filled it with phantoms of terror, to deter you from marching towards Zion. 
He has furnished it with palaces like those of Circe, with syren music, with all 
that is gay and gorgeous and voluptuous ; but if you enrol yourselves among 
his followers, the glittering pageant will but too soon vanish, and you will find 
yourselves marching over tlie sands of the desert, towards a lake of un> 
quenchable fire. 

Oh 1 my brethren, if you are not pursuing your journey towards the New 
Jerusalem, “ with your faces thitherward,’* have you thought of searching 
out the land to which you are bound ? Shall we undraw for you the dread 
curtain that shades the state of the departed, and tell you somew'hat of the 
regions of unavailing sorrow ? Will you place yourselves in spirit by the 
massy portals of the gloomy city $ and while the smoke, ascending from the 
bottomless pit, floats above you, listen to the “ weeping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth,’* to the sighs and deep lamentations that resound through the 
starless air ? Is there not a fearful distinctness, a terrible reality, in the shrieks 
of lost spirits, and the bitter mockery of fiends, borne upwards through the 
thick darkness, while the stern justice of an avenging Deity presses heavily 
upon them for ever ? This is the land to which your choice is leading you ; 
and are you prepared to say — ** Let us go down and possess it ?** Far from 
this, your constant cry is, “ I^t me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his.’* Awake, then, from your let^mrgy. “ Arise from the 
dead’* — the spiritual death of sin ; “ put on the whole armour of God,” and you 
shall find that the armies of the aliens shall be put to flight. The fenced cities, 
though walled up to heaven, shall be dismantled, and an abundant entrance 
shall be ministered unto you” into the rest of your Lord. There was some 
attraction in Egypt to the degraded Israelites, that made them look back with 
pleasure to their sojourn there, and when they thought of the flesh pots, and the 
onions, and the leeks, and the garlic, and the cucumbers ; they forgat the 
murder of their sons, the tale of the bricks, and all the hard measures of that 
“ king who knew not Joseph.’* They were willing to brave all the dangers of 
the desert, and the fury of the bereaved Egyptians; to retrace all their steps, in 
order that they might once more be able to eat of those things freely. But 
what shall be said in excuse for us ? We boast of our intellectual ^re-emi- 
nence ; we talk much of our light, of our scriptural knowledge, and yet we are 
so fascinated with the delights of this world, so enslaved by “ the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,” that we will not enter upon 
a course of certain conquest, under the Captain of our salvation, even “ Jesus 
Christ the righteous.” The truth is, we desire to be redeemed, but we do not 
desire to be renewed : we know that “ without holiness none shall see the 
Lord,” and instead of striving after holiness, we waste our days in wishing it 
were not needful, and trying to do a little longer without it. We have made 
friends in the camp of the Canaanites, and we are unwilling to break with 
them. We are not willing to bring the grace of God in opposition to our sins ; 
we would fain continue to indulge ourselves, and yet be at peace with Him. 
This is a state in which no good can bstdone. Even as God commanded His 
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people Utterly to destroy the nations, so has He commanded us to destroy 
utterly our sins, to make no compromise with them, to cry out for aid against 
them, and to resist even unto death. ^ 

And lest we should be cast down, and say, " Who is sufficient for these 
things ?” — He will aid us as He ffid Joshua, will work still mightier 
mirades on our behalf than He did for him, will sweep away the opposition 
of “the world, the flesh, and the devil,” and finally plant our feet on the 
celestial battlements, fulfilling the Scuipture, “And the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by storm.” The battle between the 
churdi and the powers of hell is yet raging ; the banner of the cross is yet 
bearing down the opposing hosts ; and let us look well to it on which side we 
are fighting. A little farther on are the radiant legions of those who have 
overcome the world, “the goodly fellowship of the prophets,” “the glorious 
company of the aposUes,” “ the noble army of martyrs their toils are over, 
their crowns are won : they have passed away from the church in combat 
to the church at rest, and the trumi>et voice of their rejoicing reaches us in 
spirit, while we read of their fervid zeal, and contemplate the remaining and 
long-enduring eficct of their faith and patience. Lrok onward, then ; their 
ranks are every hour receiving new accessions. New companies are pressing 
forward ; and glancing across the dark water of death, we see the line 
unbroken ; the gates of the city open to receive the unceasing stream, and 
our ears catch the sound of their hallelujahs, like the murmur of the distant 
sea. Let us take our place in the bright procession, with our loins girded up 
and our arms ready ; let us pass through this world, looking on the thi^s 
thereof as dust and ashes, — ^watching that no one take our crown, and having 
our eyes fixed upon Jesus “ the Author and [Finisher of our faith.” But a 
little while, and we shall have passed away from sorrow and mutability, and 
shall have entered into that “ rest that remaineth for the people of God 1” 
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** Then they willingly received Him into the ship ; and immediately the ship was 
at the land whither mey went** — John vi. 21. 

The miracle, of which these words giv8!^,the account, is ablated by three out 
of the four evangelists. In each narrative the main feamres are the same, 
although ,in each there will be found minor details which the others omit. 
It is, for example, only in St. Matthew’s Golpel that we read of what befel 
Peter when he asked permission of his Master to step forth on the troubled 
sea. St. Mark alone tells of the apostles* aifright when the wonder was 
wrought ; and he accounts for their alarm by affliining, “ They considered not 
the miracle of the loaves, for their heart was yet hardened.” St. John explains 
the ground of Christ having constrained the disciples to embark, by referring 
to the design of the populace forcibly to make Him a king. In discoursing 
upon the miracle, we shall aim at embracing whatever is worthy of special 
observation, in whichever of the Gospels it is met with. The only exception 
to this will be in what concerns Peter, His conduct has, strictly speaking, 
notliing to do with the miracle ; and it were sufficient by itself to form the 
material for a single discourse. 

Now the whole three evangelists agree in placing this miracle next in 
order of succession to that of feeding the five thousand. In compassion for the 
multitude who at this period thronged upon our Lord’s ministry. He deter- 
mined upon the supply of their wants by a miracle, j^y that creative power 
which pertained to Him as God, He caused the scanty portion of but five 
barley loaves and two small fishes to increase so prodigiously, that about five 
thousand were fed, and there remained a surplus of twelve baskets filled with 
the fragments. This miracle, so forcibly evidencing a present Divinity, 
wrought for the time a deep impression on the i)eople. In the fervour of their 
zeal and admiration, they desired forthwith to make Christ a king. It was 
very far, however, from our Lord’s desi^ to claim for Himself any earthly 
sovereignty. It was emphatically a spiritual, and not a terrestrial empire, 
which He came to establish. Hence, perceiving the intention of the populace, 
Christ at once adopted measures for its defeat. He dismissed the disciples, 
while He himself retired apart to jffay. Prom what is stated by St. Matthew, 
namely, that Christ constrained His disciples to depart, it would seem they 
were loth to leave Him at this juncture. It may be, they would have rather 
hailed the success of the design which the people entertained, as being in 
accordance with their fondly cherished dreams of temporal advancement. 
However this be, for some cause or other it was necessary to urge vehemently 
the disciples to depart. And now, when it was even, we are informed that 
Christ was praying alone on the mountain, whilst the apostles in the ship were 
striving to cross the lake, opposed by an adverse wind and a boisterous sea. 
The eye of the Saviour, ^tMlgh He was personally withdrawn trom them, 
was nevertheless open to t1^ danger which threatened and to the fears which 
perplexed the heart of His followers. He did not, however, at once Interpose, 
but chose rather to wait for a fitting moment, at which the putting forth of 
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His power in their liehaJlf inight be most ooni^icooim) and most wdoome. The 
' fourth watch of the night had csommeno^ and daybreak was therefore not 
hir distant, when om Xord deseended frw the mauninm for the succour of 
the terrified appeHea He conld, indeed, from that Imy height hare com- 
manded the winds and the waten to be cidm, but He resolved rather to pre- 
sent Himself to the disciples,, in order that thej might the more certainly con- 
nect .te cessation of tlie storm with the manifestation of Himself. He 
walA^^iis we m informed, on the agitated sea, its heaving billows serving 
Him'^ a firm pavement. He approached near to the vessel, although He at 
first made |u if He would have passed by. The disciples beheld dimly the 
figure of a nQtan,hnt they recognised not in the first instance their Master. The 
strange spectadie.of a human form treading the rough waters, and upborne by 
them as upon dry land, inspired them with new dread. Wearied with the 
ardttousness of their protracted toil in rowing, and having their imaginations 
already excited with apprehension of <hmger, they fancied the appearance to 
be that of a spectre, the spirit of the storm, sent to work them only disaster. 
In the agony of alarm they exdaim one to ^e other, “ It is a spirit This 
was the moment at which the Saviour chose to address them ; they catch the 
well known jnelody of His voice, as in cheering accents He utters the words, 
** It is 1 ; be not anraid.** We can all enter into the glad feelings which must 
at once have possessed them. No pilot that ever entered a vessel to navigate 
her through peril, was welcomed with such joy ; and no sooner did they per- 
ceive it was Christ who addressed them, than “ tliey willingly received Him 
into the ship/* Then followed what we may term consummation of the 
miracle — ^the winds are hushed, the waters subside into calm. The elements 
confess the presence of Divinity; they cease to rage against thewessel into 
which Christ had entered ; « and immediately,” as it is affirmed in the text, 
“ the ship was at the land whither they went.” 

There can be no doubt, the miracle before us, like the majority of those 
which Christ wrought, was intended for an ulterior purpose beside merely 
attesting His divine power. Surpassing indeed was the demonstration which 
Christ afforded upon this occasion, that He vrielded a dominion to which all 
things created are subject. If there be any one scene in which human might 
is felt to be more feeble than in another, it is ^mid the strife of the elements, 
when the waves of the ocean are lashed into fury by the power of the hurri- 
cane. At all times there is a tendency about the sea to create in the mind a 
deep impression of the vastness and the greatness of God. It is hardly pos- 
sible to contemplate the sea — to watch tlie ceaseless play of its waters as they 
rise and fall — to hearkdft to its murmurs-~and not to have one's thoughts ele- 
vated in the contemplation of that God who made the sea and the dry land, 
who appointed to the deep its boundaries, over which it may not pass. There 
is a majesty in the ocejan, which seems to prodaim the majesty of God ; and if 
it freshen into storm, if its surface be ruffled by the breeze, how tremendous 
doth seem its strength, how ungovernable by man its fury I What, then, if 
you beheld One, whose voice the winds in their wild rushing, and the waves in 
their tumult, should instantly obey ? would you not confess that to such an 
One there must belong a power which none but God can wield or impart ? 
Indeed, when you reflect how unapproachable are the winds to all human 
effort for their control — how man may be made their sport, but “cannot tell 
whence they come or whither they go — ^when you observe man's impotence 
before the waves of ocean — how resistless they are in their mifi^t, I can hardly 
conceive of any demonstration more convincing to the ti^th of His Divine 
power, than that which the Saviour gave wlien He curbed by His command 
the riot of the winds and the madness of ocean. Other miracles of the 
Saviour may have r<^uired as much the exercise of a power to which all 
created xnight is infinitely inferior, but there must have been something so 
startling in the spectacle of One who w& outwardly a mere man, speaking to 
the storm and beinginstantly obeyed, that we ^ hardly conceive how the 
spectacle could be witnessei^ and the impressicjnti not caused, that Divinity 
was in the voice which commanded the winds and the sea, and they owned at 
once its authority. 

Passing, however, from this view of the miracle, it is probable, as we have 
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already hinted, thatonr Lord had some further design in the minu^ than 
simply to manifest 'itt|)erhiiman power. There were two occaiionii in the 
course of our Xiord^s umdstr^, Upon which He manifested His doiminfoh "oTer 
the sea ; but in each instat|oe few, if any, beude His disciples, were spectators 
of the martel. It wmdd not seein, therefor^, that the purpose of the 
was for the manifestadon of His Divine power, so much as for the syipbolioal 
setting forth of spiritual truth. If the design of the wonder had beeii|i||dQeii* 
nentiy to exhibit His uncreated might, it Is probable that many moiMiside 
the apostles would have been made sp^taton. Hence^ in the examination of 
the miracle before us, we seem bound to sOai^h mainly for the typical 
lessons which it may have hejsn intended to affOrd. Beyond question, the 
marvel is to he regaled as one of the strongest illustrations which Christ ever 
put forth of the power which belonged to Him as GOd 5 at the same time, we 
are to look upon the miracle as a vehicle in which therUv is a spiritual lesson 
conveyed ; and we will proceed, therefore, in what follows, by God's help, to 
search for the truths which are symboUcaily taught by the occurrence under 
review, when Christ having appeeu^ to the disciples as they sought appa- 
rently in vain to navigate the rough sea, “ the^ willingly received Him into 
the ship, and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.** 

Now you are aware, that when the' curse was Ori^aUy pronounced, in con- 
sequence of human apostacy, there was no part ox creation excluded frCm its 
direful effect. It fastened upon man, and it injured him both corporeally and 
spiriti^y. It doomed him to an heritage of physical suffering and decay : 
while it sentenced the siUl to reap in baidshtUent from God's presence the 
penalty of having marred the Divine image. There can be no question but 
that in each of those diversified formsof disease whereby the humap strength 
is enfeebled, the energies impaired, and life itself destroyed, no less than in all 
those moral disorders which characterise manV fallen estate, there maybe 
recognised the baneful results of that primeval malediction, which .is even still 
working oUt its disastrous Injury to the tribes of humanity. The curse, 
however, d^d not take effect on the human portion alone of creation. It 
fell upon the whole visible workmanship of God — ^the lower tribes of ani- 
mated bring : earth, sea, and air — what is animate and what is inanimate ; 
all of these have beeil smitten with a moral blight, bare been brought under 
the influence of a curse which human transgression provoked. We know that 
creation was originally given to man to enjoy. He was placed upon earth as 
a great master spirit, to whom all things terrestrial were to be in subjection. 
The elements of nature were for him to use according to his own wUl ; the 
ground was to yield almost unasked its bountiful pro^ce' ; all living things — 
whether such as roam the air, of walk the earth, or inhabit the deep, w^ to 
acknowledge man as their lord. They were created in subjection to him as 
their constituted head; It would seem, however, that when man leagued in 
rebellion With Satan, he lost this inheritance ; and, in a certain sense, surren- 
dered up his lofty authority into the hand of the tempter by whom he fell. 
The devil having ccmquered mdn, usurped the dominion which had been entrus- 
ted to his keeping. Adam had been appointed the vicegerent of his Maker 
upon earth ; to him thefe Was delegated a vast and' a gMous empire ; but 
when he showed himself willing to mutiny agiiinet his Makeri he proved himself 
unworthy of the sacred deposit'; did in eflfect yield over his dominion into 
the hand of the adversary. And this may be the ihode in which the curse is 
allowed to operate. The world may have been in a certain sense acquired by 
Satan, so that the dbutiidea which' could htive been exercised by man, bad 
he remained Innocent, has in effect ’beeh eMcC WIrided'by Satan. There are 
certainly vefy ‘Strong expressions emj^lqVed in SCri^ture, which appear to 
corroborate IMs idea. You will femember, ’ that Batafu is stylpd “ The god of 
this worid,*^ The prince of Ihe power of and other* terms are made 

use Of, which Mdicam a hxrprisin^^ and moit awful doihinioh, as exercised at 
present by Satan upon eartlL The lesult . of ^ the Redeemerit undertaking is 
^>oken of baclk tlie sovet*ri|h.^ of globe tb the LoM' Christi 
One of the'Sublimest antiripations wO haVe m connection with the consumma- 
tion of all things, Is deriarOd in the anthem which shril then be chanted by 
the redeemed : ‘ Theldngdoms of tMs wOrid arC beCohie the kln^oms of bur 
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Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and for ever.” What does 
this indicate, if not tjbat but for the graolouB mediation of Christ, the supre- 
macy upon earth bad been gained by tbn devil ? So that, subject indeed to the 
Divine controul, ^tan is now permitted and bath been since the fall, to e^cer- 
cise over earth and its pppulation a fearful dominion* Thus while beyond 
question the stormy passions of man^s nature are put into play by his insti- 
gatiQB|»4t is possible also that be is operating throughout every provinee of 
natiiw lor the injury of man. He may have been concerned in causing the 
fero^usness Of WUd boMts, which in the time of his innocence were subject to 
-fiwa, and shah again lose their ferocity when the glad era of m^enial bles^d- 


dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the hid, and the call 
and the young lion and ^e failing together, and a little child shsJOi lead them ?” 
To the malice of Satan may be owing the hurricane, when it sweeps ruthlessly 
over the plain, or the fury of the ocean when, wrought up^ tempestuously, it 
makes sport of navies, and feasts on human life. This, again, is not mere con- 
jecture. We know that Satan can star the elements, and cause the whirlwind. 
He did so in the case of Job : one of his first efforts of malice against the 
patriarch was to cause a great wind to blow from the wilderness, which smote 
upon the house in which ^s children were gathered together, so that in its 
fall they were crushed. Thus it may be that there i» no department of nature 
which hath not become, in some defi^ee. suhieot to Satanic influence ; and that 
whatever the engine whereby man may be injured, it might be shown to be 
under the power and ^Uiec^n of this fiend of ail i||||chiel 
''But however this he, we all know that Christ Jesus hath appeared to reclaim 
in behalf of a ruined humanity whatever was lost by transgression* Every 
trophy that Satan ever gained, and every spoil of oonquest, is to be recovered ; 
and a^ the curse settled upon every part of creation, so God designed that 
from every part, should that curse, in virtue of Christas mediatioD, be 
finally obliterated. The great issue of redemption is the total repeal of the 
maledictiou which human transgression drew forth* The repair is to be co- 
extensive with the ruin ; and although its accomplishment hs gradual, this 
does not militate against its ultimate completion. The lost supremacy shall 
be recovered for man, and Satan be hurld from every point upon which he 
hath ever erected the standard of revolt. 4^nd we heUeve it to have been in 
token of this, and as an earnest of the period when there shall be left no 
vestige of the curse, that when the Mediator came forth on the errand of 
redempriop, He detenni^ on evincing a SQvereIgnty over the whole ot 
creation i as though He would give evidence, that In every quaxterwhere Satan 
hadjtaken {jossesrion, He was " the Stnnnger than the strong,” and able to 
dispossess %n of bis triumph. We Itdly concur in that view of our Lord’s 
m iracles, which rqwspsnts them as having been designed to shadow forth 
symbolically eveiy'oonqaest whh^ He was to achieve over moral and physical 
disorder. It is veiy dlwarveihie, that Christ, in the selectieo of objects upon 


disorder. It is veiy dbaervahle, that Christ, in the selectioo of objects upon 
wh^ to mfraonloiia power, did not hmit Himself to any one class^He 
ra^b^ took the ranfi^ o| created objects, and from eaen esstracted a demon- 
sbmtkm ihat He im Blvipe. Be went fe eireiy departnmnt xmtuie, 
fo assert eyexywheie a reopirfiaed Hastersb^ for man. He wrought miracles 
^n man lumiiril7*beailim«Wff fwm of hodiHy d|ieaae*Hdm«lng awajr every 
spw^^oorpoanal.m^i^ tonhi^rtd Him diseneh aiii tin g tim omdi^d 
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dared, He was with the wild beasts.” That drcumstance is put on record, 
to mark the controul which Christ exercised over the lower tribes of creation 
who, since the fall, had been hostile to man ; and we learn, tiiat in presence of 
Satan himself, eyen the wSd beasts reverenced in our Lord’s person the form 
of humanity, being not found in alliance with guilt. And now there is another 
department of creation where the curse is at work ; and in this department 
likewise will the Savionr assert His supremacy. In some mysterious man> 
ner the eluents of nature are under the dominion of 8atan| he can evoke 
the tem^t, agitate the sea, put in motion the storm for inuiia^jdeBtruction. 
Christ will attack him in this seat of his dominion ; He window Himself/ 
mightier to ap{)ea8e, than Satan to disturb the winds and the waters ; and He 
cliooses, for the time of this demonstration^ a period when the wind and the sea 
were tempestuous* He speaks the word, and the storm is hushed, and tran< 
quilly does the ruffled sea subside into calm. 

it is in this point of view that we would, in the first instance, regard the mira- 
cles beforeus* It was designed, we believe, to shadow forth the ocunplete triumph 
of the lledeemer, in expelling the curse wheresoever it liad fastened. It was in* 
tended to make it {dain, that from every point where Satan had ever established 
his empire, he shall eventually be driven. And wedo regard it as at once both an in- 
structive and an encouraging lessoll to derive from such a miracle as that under 
review, namdy, a lesson to the universality of that triumph which awaits 
upon redemption. There is no part of creation on which the curse fastened 
not ; there is no part from which it shall not bo finally banished. ‘^^Che whole 
creation,” it is said, g^oaneth and travaileth together in pain until now 
but I learn from the conquest which Christ won over wild beasts in the desert, 
over demons who held captive the bodies of mankind, over the winds and the 
waters In their tempestuousness, that a day is yet reserved for earth, when 
every efifect of the curse sl^dl be destroyed. Whatever now mars the happi- 
ness of creation shall no loii|er exist $ the blessing shall replace the curse, and 
not a memento shall be left to remind, in the moral or the material universe, 
that evil had ever prevailed. 

We shall find, h^ever, upon examination, other truths symbolioally taught 
by this miracle^ more neatly rating to the present condition of the church at 
large, or to that of ita individual members. We may reasonably suppose that 
in the^performanoe of this mirade— *a miracle which seems to have been 
specially intended lor the observation of His disciples — Christ intended to 
instruct or encourage them for the duties they would have to discharge as 
preachers of Gbristianityw *£11686 men who bad embarked in this vessel were 
designed, in tlie providence ^ Ood, to be the agentSt for difflosing upon earth 
the knowledge of Christ. They were to go forth i^er His ascension into 
lieaven, on the errand to publish the Gospel^ and win converts to the faith. 
The world at large, in whioH they were to labour, mly well be compared to a 
vast ocean, and the churoh which they were to be instrumental lo establish, 
may be said to‘ resemhle a vessel, that for a while had to fioat on its surface. 
The Saviour wdl knew, that many a tempest would assail His Idlowers, and 
threaten thn destmetioa of themselves as weU as of the ship, in whidi their 
hopes i«!^ embarhed;^ >H^ never shrank from forewarning HU S^tUs of 
the danger that awaited them and of the difflculties they would have to 
enoouni^if on the eonttesyv He described with minute 

acotiKaby the teUia to ja^hich they would be eiiqposw, and the raises of con- 
flict they imust meel. ^ilml^oa, luured, pemeoution, yea* and death 
its^,4^f!lst foie^fWied^l^^ to ea^;»ect in. the ggoseoution of tbeir entetprUe. 
Thrc^ Ihem He 'tanghS to autimpete^that 

the vessel of the churdr would have Id aaake^ tgogress over a stortny and 
pscilous usa-^fleroe winds ussvfld hinder its advance, proud waves would 
i^fUaten it The diidpleB, in the prospect msueh trials, natm^ 

shrunk fsenot the themght of sepmtioa Iron their Master. Tli^* wo^ led 
that His personal eojoosw with HU chur^ would be almost essential to its pro* 
servatUas tlMsy wo^depomte HU esm as tending to agptwtateevairjr 
danger to whicai li^mi§ht ever he eiqBOted. Yet CUrist?s absence waaessmtial 
to the real wHtoi otrthe chttseft. was an office whksh Hie had tepsiv 

form m behalf of HUposplev whoas peUloitnanoe required that He shoidd be 
personally present in the upper sanctuary, and not vUihly mi&UtertDg in the 
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church below. He had to intercede aboYe in behalf of those whom He 
redeemed upon Calvary ; and this work of intercession was just as important 
to be discharged as the other work of atohing through Ifis obedience unto 
death. Meanwhile, Christ would teach His followers that although personally 
absent, His eye would never he removed from His pcople^He would witness 
their every straggle, and be ready to impart help in every emergency. Now 
let us pbe^e liow all this was symbolically taught by the occurrence which is 
under review, “^ Christ constrains His followers, reluctant as they were, to quit 
His preseiiibe and to embark in a vessel themselves ; He withdraws alone 
to a mountain, and there spends the season of night in the act of intercession. 
Dangers presently assail the ship in which His disciples were left. There 
arose a tempestuous wind, and they struggle almost in vain to make progress 
over the stormy sea. Apparently they are deserted of their Master, and left 
to themselves to grapple with the difficulty. Yet far from this ; though on 
the mountain brow and interceding there with God, the eye of the Saviour is 
bent upon His storm-tossed followers below ; and at tiie fitting moment for 
the manifestation of His power in their behalf, He descends from the summit 
whither He had r^reat^ He moves over the deep, and reveals Himself to His 
well-nigh desponding disciples. He is w^eomed to the vessel in which they 
are sailing, and in a moment the tempesiWb stUled, and the vessd is “ at the 
land whither they went.” We think there could scarcely be a more instructive 
or a more animating lesson imparted to the disciples than this miracle tnay 
have served to teach. The whole occurrence seems like a symbolical repre- 
s^tation of the fortunes of Christ’s church, and of thB safe issue at which she 
will ultimately arrive. That vessel in its passage over the sea appears to cor - 
raspoi^ in figure with the church of the uedeemer upon earth ; the tempest 
in which it was overtaken represents the opposition which in all ages has been 
arrayed against the true people of God. MeanwhilOj^hrist is not personally pre- 
sent ; He is on the mountain top, actually, indeeS^ though not visibly, minis- 
tering to the welfare of His people. The progress of the vessel is hut slow j 
it is impeded by the various forms of opposition it has to encounter. A long 
night has been already spent in the effort to evangelize the whole earth, littie 
way has been made towards the desired consummation, and not unfrequently 
has the safety of the church been apparently perilled by the fierceness of tlie 
conflict. And yet there is no ground for despair ; the Saviour still vfatches 
people ; He knows the dangers that threaten them j and though 
the season of succour be deferred, yet we may be sure it is delayed only 
for the fuller exhibition of the Divine glory, m Ere long, and earth shall 
be trodden once more by the Bedeemer. He shafi descend from the scene He 
now occupies, to manifest Himself as mightier than the mightiest of all spiri- 
tual antagonists ; and then it may be, when the form of the Redeemer is beheld 
once mere by BKs churcl^ movhig over the waves of this troublesome world ; 
and when He is welcomed rejoicingly by His followers, and the grand over- 
throw of evil is accomplished, every foe put under His feet, and righteousness 
made eveiy where triumphant, then shall there be a sort of realising in respect 
of the church at large, of what is affirmed in our te!xt — “ Then they willingly 
rec^ved Him into the ship, and immediat^y the ship was at the land whither 
they went.” 

We would go on to observe, that from the narrative under review there may 
be lessons derived, which seem to relate to the spiritual history of individuals, 
rather iffian of the church at large. In seeking for those lessons, it is needful 
to hear in^inind the character of the disciifies at the period referred to, that 
ira maj^iiot wrongly apply the symbolical instractfon. Now it is plwn, that 
the faith of the disciples at this period of th^ history was extremely defective. 
They had tearedy aav|piced beyond the lowest Stage of belief in Jesus. They 
owned in some measure the Wuth of His claim to ^ Messiah, although they 
were fan enough from being as yet prepared to wrestle boldly in His cause. 
It would seem, they still lingered to the expectat^h that He would prove a 
temporal Prince ; we have already hinted the piObahiUty that the ground of 
Christ constraining them to d^tfet was their Secret ^ioval ^ the^ people’s 
suggmifon by force to make ^idr Mai^r a King, TOis at feast Shows the 
apprehension which they had of the real <rfBoe of Christ as a spirit- 
ual Deliverer ; and then in confirmation of this view, it is asserted broadly by 
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St Mark, that their heart was hardened.’* They were men who as yet were 
little more than nominally the disciples of Christ They followed Him, they 
waited upon His ministry, they adhered to His person ; bulb yet they had not 
cordially accepted Him as the Saviour ; they were not ready, as yet, to die for 
His sake. In this character therefore they correspond to multitudes of 
mere professors of Christianity, persons who make a Christian profession, 
but yet have never heartily embraced the religion of Jesus, and determined 
upon being guided only by His precepts. It was in these circumstances, you 
will notice, that the disciples assayed to cross the sea ; but they attempted in 
vain to effect the desired passage ; they were opposed by adverse winds and 
waves, and were all the while troubled with mental disq[uiet. At length they 
gain a more distinct apprehension of Jesusj He reveals Himself to them in 
the midst of their affright and perplexity, and then they willingly received 
Him into the vessel ; and mark the result { no sooner has Christ been received 
“ willingly into the ship,” than immediately the ship was at the land whither 
they went. Is the case never paralleled in the moral l^tory of individuals, that 
although by name and profession the disciples of Jesus, yet Christ is not with 
them in the vessel ? There is an outward semblance of Christianity, they wait 
upon the ordained ministry of the Gos^l, they attend the stated' ordinances 
of grace ; but yet there has been no decided surrender of the heart to Christ, 
no unequivocal resolve to be ^ided by no other pilot than the Saviour And 
what is the course of such religious professors, if not one of miserably slow 
progress ? They attain not the desired end ; there is no solid satisfaction 
enjoyed. With religion enough to keep them from being thoroughly worldly 
they have not religion enough to be thoroughly Christian, and thus they 
make no satisfactory advance ; there is no growth in piety, no nearer approxi- 
mation to heaven. What do we learn from such a miracle as the one 
before ns, if not that Christ must willingly received into the heart ; and 
then, hut not until then, wM the wished for consummation be realised ? We 
think there is an especial danger in the present times of multitudes assuming 
a religious profession, who are yet strangers to vital godliness. Beyond ques- 
tion, it is a day of much outward homage and respect for Christianity s 
religious topics will be handled by the press, and in conversation, in quarters 
where some few years back the mere allusion would scarc^y have been tolerated. 
Moreover up to a certain extent, it costs an individual no reproach to maintain a 
profeision of Christianity ; you may pay every respect to all the outward 
forms of religion, without incurring aught in the way of opprobrium. But it 
follows almost necessarily fr^ this, that wliat is gained to religion m respect 
of numlicrs is |requently lost in respect of value. The religion which meets 
with no icorn, is very unlike the religion of Him who met upon earth with 
little else. And it is needful to deliver the caution against taking up with 
a mere fathionable degree of religious profession. We must predict of such 
a kind of Christianity that it will not stand its professor in the hour of death 
or the day Of judgment. It is a mercy if God permits such an one to enroun- 
ter trouble $ it is a mercy if he be permitted to realise difl9k;ult)r and dissatisfac- 
tion at not obtaining the promised happiness which piety is said to confer. 
Such experience may lead to the enquiry — where am I wrong ? wherefore do 
I not gain the coveted haven of peace and of joy ? May it not be, that whhe 
wearing the semhl^nce of Christ’s disciples you have not Christ with you in 
the ship ; you We ngt** yield^ up the pilotage of your vessel to Him alone ? 
And oh ! if the stapicion of this being the case should lead any one amongst 
you to honest selr^crutiny ; if you should discover that your profession of 
Christianity has bc^n wanting in singleness of purpose to aclmowledge no 
other Saviour than \ Jesus, to trust with full reliance upon His merit for 
acceptance, and to i^llow Him stedfastly whithersoever He leads; then 
inight we confidently llipk forward to your advancement In godliness, whatever 
hindrances might oppote yon ; and in this rapid growth in grace consequent 
upon the willing admisBiaii of Jesus to be all in all as a Saviour and a Brince,. 
there shall be a kind of icting over afresh of what happened to the disciples, 
when it is related-.-** TW they willingly received Him into the ship^ and 
immediately the ship was a\the land wheUier they went.” 
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“ Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away : for if 
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I wiU send 
Him unto, you** — John xvi. 7. 

Last Lord’s day morning I closed my preliminary remarks, on the general 
declaratioiis of the work and the nec^sity and value of the Holy Spirit, 
these are unfolded in various portions of Scripture. 1 now enter, as 1 pro» 
miirod, upon some of the personal offices of the Hdiy Spirit. The ofilce 
which He is represented as sustaining, in the passage I have read, is that 
upon which I will speak this morning j namdy, the Holy ^irit as the Com- 
forter. 

The propriety or justice of the translation of the original word has been the 
subject of dispute. In the original it is, Uterally rendered, the Paraclete, The 
very same word is also applied to our Lord, in the epistle of St. John, where 
it is said-^** If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father.” The 
original word is—** Peauolete, with the Father not the word usua^jr h||died 
to our blessed Lord denoting that He is an Intercessor, but another word, 
denoting that He is a Comforter. The strict meaning of paraclete is something 
like that which we attach to the name ** advopate” in Scotland— one that 
identifies himself with another, takes up sniper’s cause, throws all his 
energies and sympathies into it, and makes that cause his own, and upholds it 
as a good and a righteous one. But this is not all There is embodied in it the 
element of comfort, or consolation also ; and this attribute is so interwoven 
with our convictions of the office oi the Holy Spirit, that we sh&uld not be 
willing to p^ with it. 

There is in this world great necessity, not merely for such a mmfbrt as the 
promises of the Gospel may convey, but for comfort so vast and varied, that 
it needs a Divine Person to convey and to impress it. We lite in a world in 
which we need a Comforter. Mudi there is that is beauti^l on earth, hut 
much also that is forlorn. There is no street in this world withdut its sick- 
bed i thereis no comer of the city without its physician ; turning 

that Isada not to a cemetery ; and there is no cemetery that iswithout its graves 
of all lengths and of all durations. There is not a pilkw, in the happiest 
home an wh^ the sun shines, that has not a thorn in it ) and thm is not a 
heart, m which there is not some cankering and vexing feeling, known best 
and most intimately to itself. One great lesson disdised by Christianity is 
impressed np<»i the experience of every man, in some sSiape— ** Man is born to 
trouble as the sparks fly upward.” We are prone tv fancy that every man’s 
lot is better than our own ; and the reason of thini i4 that we are dajnded by 
mere spangles and glare of circumstance — whereas, d we could penetrate the 
purple, ^ look beneath the ermine, or see under tip lawn, we should find that 

* For pravloua BenyuMU in this Coursf, see Nos. |l368, 1,861, and 1,349—50. 
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there are unhappy and restless hearts beating there, just as much as any- 
where else. Poor men are often happier in their cabins, than royal men are in 
their palaces, or noblemen in their haUs. But be we where we may, there is only 
one thing that can make us really happy — ^that thing which quells all fears 
within, and triumphs over all fightings without— the possession of the pro- 
mised Comforter, the Holy Spirit of G<)d. 

The promise that is here given by our blessed Lord shows us that wo are, in 
this world, however varied may be its afflictions, capable of comfort. In the 
regions of the lost there is no capacity, as well as no x^ssibility of comfort ; 
but as long as we are amid the means of grace, there is no sorrow so severe 
that it cannot be assuaged — there are no tears that can be sown in spring, 
which shall not bloom in autqmn into harvests of joy. As the great revelation 
of the Gospel is, that there ii no sm which cannot be forgiven, so there is no 
sorrow which cannot be assuaged ; as there is no sinner, whose crimes are so 
deep in their dye that the blood of Jesus cannot take them all away, so there 
is no weeper, whose wound is so painful and whose sorrow is so poignant that 
the blessed Comforter cannot heal it. 

I'he Holy Spirit is not only capable of afibrding comfort, but able and 
willing to afford it. That He is able, isevidefnt from the fact which 1 have 
shown — that that Spirit is God. His consolations are omnipotent consolations. 
All earthly comfort is represented by a cistern — a thing of finite dimensions, 
and which needs continually to be filled ; nay, it is represented, even when 
sweetest and purest, by “ a broken cistern,” that leaks and lets out its com- 
forts hour by hour : but the consolations that the Gospel ministers to those 
that need them, are represented by the illimitable and exhaustless main— the 
great, the self-originating and overflowing fountain. The consolations of the 
world are the consolations of the footstool — those of the Gospel are the conso- 
lations of the throne ; the former evaporate like the dew, beneath the beams 
of the approaching sun — ^the latter grow and increase in quantity, the more 
liberally they are drawn and drunk by the children of men. 

This Comforter, however, you are to notice in the next place, is called not 
only a Comforter, but ** the Spirit of truth.” And here is a very important 
distinction, which needs to be impressed ; it is, that the Holy Spirit will only 
comfort man as ” the Spirit of truth.” A lie may serve as a momentary opi- 
ate, but there is in it nothing of real or of permanent comfort. Henoe the 
comfort which the world gives, but lulls or d^ens for an hour ; but the com- 
fort which the Holy Spirit of God gives, is a comfort that lasts for ever. The 
comfort which the world gives,^is like the opiate weed in the heart, that makes 
us forget our pain ; the comfort which the Spirit of God gives, is a flower, that 
blooms upon the stem of everlasting truth, borrows its perenniid fragrance 
from the skies, and remains green and fair and beautiful when aU the flowera 
of mortality are withered and gathered to a common grave. In other words, 
the Spirit ^ God will only give comfort through the medium, or in the vehicle* 
of truth. If this be so, let us never attempt to comfort a dying sinner by telling 
him a lie ; let us never shriuk from telling the dying the whole truth, under the* 
idea that to tdl them all the truth will make them wretched. Better there 
should be wretchedness felt, in the knowledge of God’s truth, than that there 
should be comfort dreamed of in the belief of man’s lie ; better that there should 
be disquiet the most saddening to those that are around, rather than the* 
“ Peac^ peace,” when, “ saith my God, there is no peace,” at all. 

Having, then, noticed these features in the revelation of the Holy Spirit o£ 
God, as the Comforter of His church, let me refer to instances, in which we* 
may presume that this blessed Comforter will exercise especially His consola- 
tory function. 

Is there in this assembly some true, Imt humble Christian, who trembles and 
fears lest after aU, his sins are not forgiven, nor his iniquities blotted out? How 
does the Spirit of God, as “ the Spirit of truth,” bring comfort to that Chi- 
lian ? He will not, as the world does, you that sin is a very trivial thing, 
or that there is nothing in the condemnation of the law which ought to alarm,, 
agitate, or frighten us. The worid witt say to the dying sinner*— ‘ You have 
done your duty in the sphere in which you have been placed $ your life has* 
been most respectalde t at least, you are not as bad as that man, and oertiunljr 
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fo^ not 80 } whea j|3u Splnt o£ Ood ooixijort8» He comfioirto by isoniv^iiig to 
sach a doubting dixiwir 4ie whole truth* And what is that truth ? Mb ** ta|cu> 
of the thingi Ghriit, and ahowi thm!’ to that sinner, acocodkig to the pro* 
mise of the Ooipel, inade by (mr.;ble8iied liord $ He shows that wuier the pre* 
cious biopdlr. wihicdi now, «a, when.shed ou Calvary, deanseth from ail sin $’* 
He speuks to that dying nuufs heart what 1 can only speak to that dying 
DianV w f He hveathM into that heart tones take n from the jubilee of heaven*-^ 
He iheJbBe the very music of the skies resonnd in the depths of t^t human 
heart i — ** Son,*’ “ daughter,” ** be of good cheer; thy sins,” through Jesus 
Christ, ** are forgiven thee.” 

But not only does He show this forgiveness jf. sins, through the blood of 
Christ^but He shows to that humbling, doubung, trembling, yet believing 
Christian, a right and a title to the ski^ which nothing dse can be a substi* 
tute for. He not only shows us that the curse is taken away by a Saviouris 
blood, but He also shows us that our title to heav^ is restored, by the suifi* 
dency of a Saviour’s righteousness. Christ’s atonement delivers us from the 
curse — Christ’s obedience entitles us to a blessing. By the one our breaking 
of the law is put away — ^by the other our obedience to the law is presented. 
** He who knew no sin, is xnade sin for us, that we might be made the righte- 
ousness of God by Him.” 

Thus, then, the Comforter, as ** the Spirit of truth,” comforts the d^ressed 
with a knowl^ge of the efficacy of the blood of Jesus, and of the suffidency 
of the righteousness of Jesus. 

Aud now, my dear friends, you and I must lie down and die. There is not 
adower .80 fair, that must not, like Ihe dower of the grass, be withered. Do 
not then for^t, (if 1 address those who may never hear me again) — do not for* 
get, that tto only thing which can give you comfort on a death*bed is this^ 
that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, bore my corse and obeyed the law which I 
had broken ; and by His suffiering 1 am saved from that curse, and by His 
righteousness 1 am entitled to that blessii^. 

The sense of am that agitates the Christian, in the hands of Satan might 
plunge him in despair, or precipitate him into presumption ; hut the sense of 
sin, when it is laid hold upon by the Holy Bpirit of <&d, only leads us to a 
deeper, richer sense of the Saviour’s mercy. And hence, while our rins appear 
to us, as they must appear in the intense light of eternity, like the great 
moUntaii^ that Holy Spirit reveals to our heart a Saviour*# mercy, wliidi 
apTOaxs lUm a yet greater sea, that can bury and entomb them alL 

In the second place, there may be in this congregation some one who can 
say, and who is constrained to say — * All God’s providential dealings are 
against me ; 1 have been afflicted, 1 am a sufierer, 1 have lost the lov^ and 
the dear ; my estate has been swept from me, the home that X built and under 
which I hopra to die has been stripped, the property which I accumulated and 
which was ^the fruit of my industry has been tom away as by a whirlwind ; 
and I am desolate.’ My di^r brother, (if such there be,) the Spirit of God is 
the Comforter that you need. He can show to your he^ what 1 now show 
to your ear and to your understanding — ^tbat the hand of God may be heavy 
upon yon, while the heart of God overflows with love to you. Kay, we are 
told that sofTering is not a sign or an evidence of a curse, but a privil^ ; ** to 
you,” Heiiays, “ it is given to.sufl’er and again, — “ whom the Lord loveth” 
~*-what ? ,/ He makes prosperous and happy ? No—” whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.” If there be one 
man in this assembly, whose life has been one of uninterrupted prosperity, that 
man has most need to tremble ; but if there be in this assembly one whose life 
has been aseries of successive and all but crushing calamities, that man should 
lift up his head to the eveirlasting hills, and read written by the Spirit of God, 
upon those tablets %hich man’s Imnd cannot de£ace*r-” Whom the XiOrd loveth 
He chasteneth.” Have you lost your property ? God remains. Are you poor 
in time f It may be that you may be rich in eternity. Has your estate 
perished ? It may be that your soul may bo saved.* Has the gourd been cut 
down in a night ? It may be that you may repose beneath the shadow of the 
l^k of Ages— the Lord Jesus Christ, your Saviour. And these precious 
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Agtdh r are yott jplac^ as Christians, nndei* reproaches ? Are yott 
niated? At6 yOh mihd^resented in the discbatge of duties whidi you fed to 
devolve Upon i^u? Are you exposed to ^‘the proud mau^s contumely and 
the coarse mhn^s sOom & staxmhlg up ip the sphete in which !Pr6videncO 
has placed you, and pr6testin|^ agcdUst what is wrong, and contending fot 
Whai is lij^ht, are you liable to midepresentotion, calumny, and mockery ? 
There is One who can comfort you under it | the Spirit of God will remind you 
of that text — “For Thy sake I have home reproach” Christ’s name was 
taken away, heforeHisIife. 4He was persecuted and crudUed in l^s name, 
before He was amcifiied in His person. And we are told by Beter, what the 
Spirit of God can impress upon us, “ If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ”— what? Sad are ye? To he pitied are ye? Ko} “if ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye.” And on what account ? 
B^ause you do not care ? Because you are stoical enough to he impenetra* 
ble? or bdniuse you have excitements ehoUgh around you to^^divert you? 
No ; “ for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” Here is the com 
solai^n. If there be one spot upon ihe earth, on which that heavenly Dove 
rests, and spreads His overshadowing wings, and diffuses all the fragrance of 
the sky, it is the heart of a reproached, calumniated man. And therefore, “if 
ye be r^roached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you.” 

Are there in this congregation some who say— ‘Once indeed we had all 
the sensations Of Chiistian happiness.*, we were full of joy, when first we 
knew the Lord ; but all these feelings have become deadened, « and all those 
joys have palled ?* There is comfort in that Comforter for you. When 
you first emerged from darkness to light, you were dazzled by the glorioxis 
change ; your excitement and your joy were commensurate with that change. 
Your eyes have now been accustomed to its splendours you have lived and 
rejoiced long amid its glories. You roust not expect that the enthusiasm of 
your youth will last through your riper and maturer years. It may he, that 
the strong emotions, which burst from your heart in the dawn of your Chris- 
tian life, may have sobered down into that deep, stedfast, and enduring princi- 
ple which is more precious than all. Do not forget that the absence of joy is 
not necessarily the loss of an interest in Christ It is possible to be a son, and 
yet to be sorrowful : it is possible to have nothing in possession, but beyond 
the skies and in bright and blessed reversion to have “ a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.” May the Spirit of God imprint that upon our hearts I For 
what is wanted in our churches is not more light, which the minister can give, 
but more life, which the Spirit of God alone can give. And I am quite sure 
of this, that if there were in our pews more of secret prayer that God would 
accompany His truth with His own power, there would be richer and more 
blessed spectacles exhibited by the whole church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the next place, are there any in this assembly, who feel that once they 
seemed to live (as it were) beneath the sunshine or the countenance of God ; 
all things seemed bright and merry as the summer-day ; but all this, they 
feel, has utterly depaart^ ? They think that God has at length forsaken them, 
and their €k)d has finally forgotten them. They are cast down, ami dejected 
and depressed, and appear sometimes trembling on the verge of despair If 
there be any such in this assembly, let me intimate a distinction, which I can 
explain, hut which the Comforter alone can impress so as to comfort you : 
there may be day-light, when there is no sun-light. 'This is the exrorience of 
every one. Cfed gives the sunrlight, when ft is most s^onawe for the 
ripening of the fruits of the earth ; but He gives the day-Jight according to 
His everlasting and irreversible covenant Your sun-light may be removed 
for good and gracious ends, but your day-light may still be continued. Sun- 
light is assurance, which is the privilege of the few ; day-light is salvation, 
which is the real possession of all true Christians. . God may not give you the 
first, bemuse it is inexpedient for you ; God will not withdraw from you the 
last, for it is His own promise to continue it. God may sustain you the most. 
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» Is ^letie ^ this Assembly some bdieTef* #^ho says and feels*--* I am hsarasDBd 
i^tmptmxair Every ChHstiati must be j&nscicnisol temptalioii. Do 
tuti^ sometimes drigiiiAte within yon, wliich have no sooner spread 

Umlr dim snd distant sh^es into shape and reality, than yon hate, ^d 
abhor, and shrhik from them ? Have not even atheistieal thoughts, seepticat 
tiunights, infidel thoughts, unholy thoughts, swept through your mincte and 
grkvm your hearcs, wMst you were conscious of their pawnee ? So it has 
been, and so it^ Witt he. *• Ibink it not strange,*’ says the apostle, “ con- 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
had happ^ied to you,” Job was tempted and tried ; the royal psalmist had 
the discos of Satan thrown into his sweetest songs ; and if you were without 
such temptations, you would be without evidence that you b^onged to the 
great family cd Oiurist Satan lets the weeds alone— he tries only to corrupt, 
and blalt, and wither the flower. Satan, sure of his own, gives them undis- 
turbed peace ; but the instant that the prey begins to escape from his fangs, 
and tbb victim of his wiles rises to become a son of God, Satan interposes h) 
ten^t, to try, to curse, and to destroy. Think it not strange.” ^e Spirit 
»of God will open your eyes, to sec Christ interceding for you in heaven, 
v^ldlatyott are struggling on earth, as Moses Interceded on the mountain, 
wtdfail the Israelites were warring in the valley below. Whilst we are toiling 
at the oar, and contending with the stormy and tempestnous sea, Christ is 
•on the mountain-side, as of old, praying, or marching upon ^ the mountain - 


The Holy Spirit teaches that nature now, as He taught it hi the days of 
Paul, to say — •* Thanks he to God, who giveth us the victory, through our 
l^ord Jestis Christ. 

Thus, thai, the Spirit comforts believers. He is the Comforter — ^Christ 
Adways the subject of Hh comfort ; or, in other words, the Spirit is the Com- 
forter as " the Spirit of truth,” and only by the truth does He comfort believers. 

Let me notice a few corollaries to be drawn from the remarks 1 have 


already made. 

The Holy Spirit is the best and most precious Comforter of all. All the 
consolations of time may decay, or become diluted ; but the Spirit of God 
says, as the words breathed through the lips of Jdremiah — “ I satisfy the 
wm«fy soul, I replenish the sorrowful soul.” The Spirit of God takes (if I may 
so express n^self,) a leaf from the tree of life, and lays that leaf close upon 
the broken heart of the humble and sorrowing believer. That Holy Sinrit 
takes tbtriratfas that are radiated firom the sun, and (something like a great 
disooveiy in the age in which we live,) makes the very beams mat come 
** the Bun ef righteousness” print and impress the likeness of the glorious 
Ori^du^ fipon the fiving tablets of believers’ hearts. His oonsolarions pene- 
trate the Jhmurt, as the &ws and the rains of heaven penetrate the willing soil. 
The heart grows happy, and the soil becomes prolific. ” I will,” says He to 
Hosea, " t will afiime her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably to her 
so it is in our iranriri&m, but it is Uterrily and strictly translated,—** speak to 
her heart.” 

In the sedOnd plane, the Holy Spirit is the best Comforter, because He 
cannot misapprehend or mistake the real case of believers. Tou ate aware, 
that if one is Inuring under some bodily disease, and if the physician, by the 
frailty of humanity and the ignorance of human science, should mistake the 
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brotner moumi under .aontow o! heart* or depreuion* or omimtyf 
odaoMj b te oomfostiirs* go to him and aggravate hit aorrow* instead ol iiWliiftlnjf 
it Whan we meet wtth some one who monmi deep^ and bitterly beimiM ot 
some overwhelming loss* 1 believe |hat under such kws riie less we lay 'the 
better; there is something so great ja the calainity* and something so little In 
aUomoomfoitii that we had betto be silent And when we do speak in order 
to comfort, let us never say--^* Bo men weep; it cannot be helped** That will 
not comfort— It will only embitter the sorrow. Admit the calamity to he sesre, 
admit the grief to be jus^ and only adequate to the occasion ; but point to the 
eternal Fountain that overflows with compensatoir Joy, draw the heart from 
the green sod on which it Hagers, to the twight &rone on which Jesus sits. 
Bring that ^irit from communion with the dbad, that provokes only its tears, 
to communion with a living Saviour, who can wipe all those tears away. 
And because the Holy Spirit knows all things, as %\ie omniscient and omni- 
present Spirit of God, He may appoint that which imicts us — but it will be 
that which is best for us. He may contradict our plans. He may wHhhcdd our 
wishes, but He will nevertheless order all wisely, and bestow all merdlailly. 
Leave thatsSpirit to His own way, and He will spread His wings over the 
troubled chaos of the wrecked and shattered heart, and bring order out of 
chaos, harmony out of discord, and light out of darkness. 

In the third place, the Spirit of God is the best Comforter, because others, 
however adequate, may be unable to reach us; He never can he unable. 
** Whither shall 1 go nrom Thy Spirit ? pr whither shall I flee from Thy 
presence ? If I ascend up into heaveq^ Thou art there : if I make my bed in 
heU, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost parts of the sea ; even there shall Thy band lead me, and l%y 
right hand shall hold me. If I say, surely the darkness shall cover me ; eveSi 
the night shall be light about me.** And therefore the consolatldns of the 
Spirit of God can descend to the miner in his subterranean walks, can rise to 
the Alpine herdsman on the loftiest peak, can minister consolation to the 
captive in his cell, and impart everlasting joy to that silent and s<flitary 
weeper, whose sorrows are too big for expression, and whose griefs can find 
no tears to be the channel for their exit. There is no sorrow so fxidden, that 
the Holy Spirit cannot see it $ there is no weeper so distant, l&at that Spirit 
cannot reach him. , 

In the next place, other comforters may be weary. The comforter by the 
bed of the dying may grow tired ; the hand may weary in presenting that 
cup ; the heart may faint and fail in the expression oi those sympathies 
But this blessed Comforter never wearies : ^ 1, the Creator pf the ends of the 
earth, faint not, neither am weary.” 

Other comforters are frequently withdrawn, when their comforts are most 
needed. The consolations of the earth are, from their very nature, transient 
and temporary ; tliey are like the summer brooks, that are fed by the summer 
showers ; they rush, full and overflowing, for a day, and then leave their 
channels dry. But the consolations which the Holy Spirit gives, are like those 
streams which are full in the summer, when other streams are dry and other 
fountains exhausted. 

Then, my dear firiends, to you who are the people of God, what dements of 
comfort are there in that blessed Gospel with which you are acquainted ! 
Can tl^t spirit sink amid the stormy waves of the worl4 that has an Omni- 
potent arm to lean on ? Can that soul be without comfort, in the deep cells 
of which are sounding the very echoes of the voice of God ? Can that man 
despair, who feels that he is uie friend of Jesus, the protege of the Most 
High ? Is it not unspeakable comfort, that the Holy Spirit the Comforter 
himsell dwells in the depths of my heart, and makes that heart to be a fwe 
and a temple for His residence ? Shall I desecrate that temple by a suspicion, 
shall I darken it by a doubt, that He who is the omnipotent Comforter 
cannot eSmfort me ? “Blessed,** then, “are the people that know the Joyful 
sound ; happy is that people, whose God is the Lord.’* 

There may be in this assrahly some to whose minds the sug^ttion will 
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06(2ir tbid <JaT— Doth he not speak parables ?” All will seem mysteiy to 
.fanatimsm toothers, and extraTaigance to more. Christians will feel 
tklikf^hat 1 have spoken is truth, and that my sentiments have awakened 
dEdSw of sweet music within them ; but those who are not Christians — (and 
, it ia ildii uncharitable to suspeck that tbeise may be some such here p^ent — 
^ for 'bapj^m ^oes not make ps Cliristians'i^ going to the Lord's table dbes not 
’ make us Christiimsi haying a pew in the house of God does not make us 
Christians; wearing the name, and speali^g the shibboleth, and being 
cowered with the badge of a party, does hot makp us Christians : the Spirit of 
God changing the heart alone can make us ChristiaaB :)— some, then, there 
ar 4 in this assembly, who are not Christians — ^who may fed that all I said is 
j& mptery ; there is no response to it in their hearts ; they cannot understand 
it ; It is as if I were writing demonstrations. in a i|to.racter which they cannot 
' read, or speaking in a tpngue which they cannot understand. Then, my dear 
friends, will this teach you ? You have sorrow, for which you have no balm ; 
you have troubles, which nothing upon earth has comforted you under ; you 
yourselves feel that you dying, and passing to the judgment-seat of God. 
What have you instead of the Gospel ? What comfort can you appeal to, 
richb^ than the consolarions of the great Comforter^himself ? Compare what 
you have to ding to, with what a Christian has ; and the comparison may 
prompt you to lay hold on Qis garment, and beg Him to allow you to go with 
Him, for He done has that which can do you good. Let me ask you, my 
dear friends, if thme be such present as those to whom I have re^rred — let 
me i^sk you, what you have to go to in the hour of trial. ‘Mother, when you 
lose youi; babe-— what comforts ypu ? Child, when you lose, your parent — 
what cohorts you ? Husband, whep you lose your wife— what comforts 
you f What have you to look to ? What are you ? Whither are you going ? 
What explains this tangled web of human life ? Where is the light, tlmt will 
open up all its mystery ? Where is the fountain, that will give comfort in any 
<n its trouhles f My dear friends, stoicism cannot; human nature cannot; 
kings and queens and emperors cannot. But this blessed Book can* It points 
you to a home beyond the skies, from 'i^hieh no vicissitude can pluck your 
dear and cherished ones away ; and it points you to a Comforter, who tells you 
of One that shall be more than father and mother, and sister and brother, and 


husband and wife-^esus Christ, ** idl our salvation, and aU our desire.” Ask 
Him, the Comforter, to teach you the mystery, for He is the teacher also. 

May that blessed Spirit imprint these truths upon our hearts, and make 
them to us life aad peace and joy ; and to His name be the praise and glory. 
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** And / sauf no temple therein : for the Lord 6r<M| Almighty and the f^emb are 
the temple of it And the city had no need of the Jjp, nei^Cr of the mooUf to ^kine 
m it : fw the glory of Clod did lighten and the Hamh is the light thereof And 
tite nations of them which are saved, shall walk in die light of it** — llevdatioR 
xxi* 22 — 24.* ^ 

It must ever be |^ie cxjKJriencc of 4-he child of Gk)d, that Scripture most 
abundantly meets ms necessities and wants. For, does he find himself a sin*^ 
ner, oftimes doing: those things he ought not, and things, too, whfch he 
wished and intended never to have done ? — he has comforting assurances that 
sin's thraldom shall one time be removed, and himself be made ** more than 
conqueror” over it and its consequences. Is he ever cast down by manifold 
afflictions, so that anxiety on anxiety, in ceaseless, wave4ike succession, seems 
to roll over him ; and as he is continually struggling, does he fear he 
shall be hopelessly submerged, and Unally prove a castaway ? — be is told in 
the words of inspiration — “ Fear not, I am with thee ; be not dismayed, I am 
thy God ; when thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and 
through the floods they shall not overflow thee j” and ” as thy day is, so 
shall thy strength be.” Again, wlien gloomy thoughts of humanity's last con- 
flict darken his peace — ^when he forecasts his great enemy grappling with 
him to tear from his body the precious life, and he fears the anguish endured 
as life leaves successively limb and siiiew' the summons of death — then ho 
is told that he can, as a believer, use thfk ^hii|guagG! — ** O death ! where is thy 
sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory ?” though death may over his 

body for a time gain the mastery, yet is it Ipr a short season, while his 
soul, as a child of God, is unscathed, unhurt 

Now, brethren, in preaching a funeral sermon over an important member of 
this congregation, whom those of us who lca«w*-“and it was almost all — 
without exception loved and highly valued, Itwpemed to us that wo could 
hardly do better than choose our subject front^lmat last, gloriout revelation 
God gave to His iervant John. The believers of those days found it to be 
•* through mudh tabulation” that heaven's road was to be trodden, heaven's 
bliss attained ; and^nce the Spirit, to help their infirmities and cheer them on to 
life and imtiiortali^,^deign8 in this hook to picture before their its glories 
and wonders. We^ brethren, here, in losing friends-^in perplexities of 
life or — in feeling the deep-rooted wants of opr nature, and its boundless 
cravings, need lils^ exho^rtation. Hcaven,^brethren, is still open for us. Our 
connection with eternal realities is not less than that of others gone before ; 
and if we feel cast down at our course and its consequences, the “joys which 
are at God's right hand, the pleasures for evermore,” where Christ reigns high 
above all principatHy and power, may be useful in quickcnii^, comforting, 
and building us up. Brethren, may you and I bo washed in Christ's blood, 
sanctifled by Ohrliiifc's Spirit! — and so shall we, all our troubles over, with 
Abraham, Isaac «id Jacob, and the rest of God's chosen people, inhabit here- 
after that blessed place deapri^dd in our text. “ And I saw no temple therein . 
for the Lord God Almi^ty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the cify 
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had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it ; for the glory of 
God did lighten it, and tho Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of 
them 'which are saved, shall walk in the light of it. 

We purpose here, brethren, drawing your attention to the two .. striking 
features pictured of heaven — first, that there is “ no temple therein,” and 
secondly, that the light of the sun abd t^he moon are not known in it ; and, 
thirdly, in the character of its inhabitants, we shall, for a brief season, set 
forthlhe character of her who has been taken from us, so that, if the will of 
Gpd be 80, we may derive some practical instruction from her example, and 
he ur^ed on with greaiter decision in thp paths of righteousness and peace. 

I. Fihit of all, brethren, thereforef we inquire into )§he spirifMoZ condition of 
the place described .jh our text. - 

The place itficl^swc have already said to he heaven ; hot, indeed, the heaven 
(ks appears) that pow is, but the heaven to come, the “ new hoaven,” which 
with the ** new earth’* is hereafter to be created,jWhen the day of judgment is 
over and the resurrection day. has cbmmencednts shining. In the heaven 
that now is, we find, from St‘. John, that a temple exists. We should, indeed, 
have ejqsected it, from Idic r^eatpd accounts vre have of the prayers and 
praises of the saint^ there,, offered ; but w© are told so in two express and 
important pa-ssages^ which conclude the truth of it. In one, the eleventh 
chapter, and latter part, we j^d, ** The kingdoms pf this world are become 
the.kin^oms'of our Xiord imd of his Christ j” and after the four apd twenty 
elders worship and praise tlie Most High for the arrival of that glorious 
period — We give Thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty,” it, is expressly 
added, that “ the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in 
His temple the ark of His testament.” But again, in thoidfifteerith chapter, it 
is tpld US more at large. The holy choir of the glorified had just sung the 
song of Moses and the Lamb ; “ And after that I looked,** the apostle writes 
in t^ fifth verse, ** and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony 
was epened : abd seven apgels came out of the temple $** and in the eighth 
verse, " the temple was mled with smoke from the glory of God, and from 
His power ; and no man was able to ente^ into the temple, tiU the seven 
plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled” — where, you observe, the existence 
of me temple il in the strongest way assort^ ; the stress not being laid on its 
being there, hut only on tlie fact, that there existing, and having been closed, 
it Was opened. , * ' , 

But fitill further, while we say this is manifestly declared in the two v^*ses 
we have quoted, it would appear also from the assertion pf the apostle Paul in 
his epistle to the Hebrews. You remember the stress laid on, first, the taber- 
nacle in the wilderness, and bmldihg of the temple on the two several 
occasions. St. Paul says of the priests who offered gifts in the one then 
standing, “who serve unto the Sample and shadow of heavenly things’* — 
thereby implying that the temple on earth was a type of something in heaven. 
Again, yet moits distinctly, in the ninth chapter, at the twenty-fourth verse ; 
“ Christ is n(^ entered into holy places made with hands, which are the figures 
of the true, biit into heaven itself* — where it is evidently set forth that tho 
tempte “ made with hands,” With its various divisions, was in some sort a figure, 
an emblem, ^of that made vdthout bands, reared in heaven. And therSore, 
cotolfining these passages tc^het, we find in the heaven that now is, where 
the ransomed, wiping in white, and freed from pain, offer hallelujaliS of 
joy and sbngs of triumph, there is a temple. Yes, there is a place there 
marked off from all others, wherib Odd abd the Lamb espi^ially dwell,; where 
they show the glories of their being, whence they shine foirth, as their seat, to 
those whom itiey please, and where the saints, when freed from the burden of 
this worship God “ day and night in His temple ;*’ but in the new hea- 
vens, whei God shall make all things new, there there IS not to be one. That 
apparently, most essential place for worship and adoration is wanting ; so that 
it seemed to thb holy apostle a thing to 1^ noted : “ And X saw no templo 
therein.” , 

What, then, do we gather from this ? What that while there is represented 
as being a temple now in thh blessed realms where the departed righteotis walk 
and dwell, there is to fe none in the dispensation following the glorious resur- 
rection ? What else but that its bliss is to be of the most trunscendant and 
exalted description ? Woknow not yet what we shall be, but this we know, 
“ when He shall appear we Shall he like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.*' 
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And tho changes, brethren, which pass over the believer, only give us the 
most distant idea of what he will become. See the child of man given up to 
his passions, carried by them at tlieir will whithersoever they please ; or one per- 
haps, like many, without gross sin, but living in forgetfulness of God ; and there 
you see a being day by day and hour by hour increasing in alienation of heart 
from Hina who alone can save and bless him. On he is borne in 
and sin, his heart becomes harder, his conscience more benumbed, all spititual 
desires and yearnings after better things are more thoroughly each hour extih^ 
guished within hitn. And when, warned of death and judgment to come, bethinks 
of repenting, he finds the extreme strength of his self-chosen master, and that 
he cannot turn, as lie one time felt suie he could, to repentance and calling upon 
God. Sec him as he draws near the grave. The world is gradually loosened from 
his grasp ; and as invisible things are more clearly revealed, all that opens on him 
is the “ blackness of darkness’* destined for the lost. No Saviour occurs to his 
sight. Ho has no coutidence in God as reconciled to him, no anticipations of 
heaven as about to open on him *, but amid the temporary cessations of the 
pain he feels each moment, liis bodily framework gives way ; there is nothing 
to cheer or animate his soul, he only has the internal sinkings of a bitter de- 
spair. But let Christ come to that man, let tlic Holy Spirit work in liim, and 
he is turned from death to life — a calmness he has, a peace, to which he was 
previously wholly a stranger, and sometimes a tnumphant assurance of the 
fulness of joy. Great, brethren, is the chan^ which takes place on such an 
alteration. Believers oftimes hardly can estimate it : the change that has 
passed over them was so gradual and slow, tho light beams of heaven so warily 
(as it were) struck on their eyes, that it all appeared to come as a matter of 
course; and hence they arc sometimes greatly disquieted, and fearful lest they 
be hypocrites or self-deceivers after all. But the change that has come over 
them is great They love the brethren now because they are brethren ; God's 
temple, God’s service, God’s cause, they have an interest in, because it is God's ; 
and communion with God and the Lamb they so enjo/, that they frequently can 
exclaim, *• Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and I have none upon earth I 
desire beside Thee. My soul followeth hard after Thee. As the hart panteth 
after the waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God.” Yea, it is their 
only grief that these feelings are not constant. Hence a Divine joy and fel- 
lowship, which no mere professor can possess, is their privilege, their desire, 
and possession. . 

9tit great as this cliange is from what they were before God’s Spirit shined 
into their hearts, when tliey die a much greater takes place. Here on earth, 
though their privileges were great, they had also misgivings. Though one day 
in God’s courts was often better to them than a thousand, yet during many days 
were they so dead, so cold, so hardened, that they could not feel IBs presence, 
or enjoy His peace. After some spiritual communion of holy fervour, in which 
they have almost been able to see within the veil, when earth has appeared an 
insignificant point, its cares, its pleasures, its employments alike **4ighh^ 
than the dust on the balance,” they have been thrust baf^, so to speak ; has 
gained an advantage^ worldly ambition, worldly enmities, worldly courses, .pos- 
sibly even worldly ofiences have been yielded to, and God and the Lamb been 
forgotten, sUghted, or dishonoured. None but the backsliding believer Irnows 
the acuteness of the pain such transgression causes. How he lo^s for the 
time when “ sin ghaB have no more dominion over him 1” “ Woe is me that I 
dwell in Meshech I” " Oh ! that 1 had wings like a dove ; then woifid I fiee 
away and be at rest.” Yes, when this time has come the chaiige is far greater — 
greater than he anticipated. Blessed spirit 1 when once thou art released from 
the body of sin and death, thou art in felicity. ** Absent from the bo(^ thou 
art present with the iKard” in paradise. As thou gradually disengagest thyself 
from the ** earthly bouse of the tabernacle” thou one time dwelt in, 1 cannot 
follow thee in thy flight to brighter, better worlds, or see where thou o^nest 
the skies or how thou enterest ; I can only witness the faltering br^th, the 
glazing sight, the restless limbs, and that cold dew of death, which thou 
dost shed on thy late companion as an evidence of thy departure. For thyaplf 
thou lywt cut through the chamber, thou hast passed through the heavens to 
thy Saviour and God. Afid then, bretltreu, the believer faints no mare, neither 
is wmied in his spiritual course. The light of heaven clears away all his ignor- 
ance ; the strength of heaven removes all his weakness ; and the joy of heaven, 
swept as from a thousand harps of living gold, fills him with delight unspeaka- 
ble, and transport beyond utterance. G^ he worships in Mis real shekiaah ; 
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the Lamb “ whom having not seen” on earth he loved,” he here sees on Ills 
throne to lovo a thousand-fold more; and the Spirit for which on earth he 
prayed, and sometimes with a show of earnestness, ho here surrenders to and 
receives without reserve, without restraint. Where the four beasts and four-and- 
twenty elders worship, he is present. The songs that pass in mighty chorus 
from the multitudes already gone before, he takes up, and swells the blessed 
strains. Brethren, we can only slightly conceive the holy eagerness wherewith 
a new inhabitant would follow where led, would learn what instructed, would 
worship when told, would cast down his crown and sceptre before the Lamb 
in His temple. “ Thou art worthy to receive honour, and glory, and dominion, 
and wisdom, and power, and might, for Tflou hast redeemed us by Thy blood.” 

Yet, while we cannot tell what they really arc, the spirits of the dci>arted 
righteous are, immediately they die, in everlasting felicity ; but great as this 
felicity is, without the alloy of care or woe, yet after the final consummation 
erf all things it will ^ greater. Then we shtdl have our glorified bodies ; and 
as we know the various pleasures which even these, though sinful, infirm, are 
made the channel of imparting here below, so ** when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal immortality,” we shall through them also 
be made capable of enjoying infinitely more glory than before. But especially 
will it be in the enjoyment of God. In the heavens as they now are, we have 
seen a temple is marked off, so that Deity shows Himself to the saints from 
some place He has chosen as His abode ; but in the times we are speaking of, 
a change is made, to increase tliis happiness, to augment this glory. “ And I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away, and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city. 
New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying. 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people ; and God himself shall be with them and be their 
God, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for 
the former things are passed away. And He that sat upon the throne said. 
Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me. Write, for these words are 
true and faithful” No longer therefore, brethren, shall even the redeemed have 
to visit a place where God reveals himself, or shows the shining of His glory. 
Still less will they have to visit a place as at a distance from them, where they 
will worship and praise Him, but Himself will dwell in them and they in Him. 
** There wiU be no temple there, but God himself and the Lamb.” Then shall 
the Son also Himself be subject unto Him that put all things under Him, 
that God may be “ all in all.” The holy joyous atmosphere, as it were, in 
which the saints will reign, will be God himself. God and the Lamb, united in 
all His perfections, in all His love, in the creations of His wisdom, in the 
fruitioa of His bliss, in the communication of His glory ^God will dwell in 
them, and they in Him. During eternity, as one endless ceaseless Sabbath, 
they will worship and adoi c. Whatsoever they do with the organs and 
cai^bilities of their spiritual bodies, whatsoever converse carry on, pleasures 
enjoy, they will do all in God as their temple, and to the glory of Him and 
the Lamb. Indissolubly and eternally united, the prayer of our agonising 
Lord will then be fulfilled : " I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
made perfect in one.” So, brethren, will fallen creatures, who are washed 
and sflinctified by the blood of the Lamb and the Spirit of our God, be 
ennobled. As &ngs and priests living in the Infinite, as their vast and 
pmietrating and living temple, will they adore and reign. No more weakness 
IS thillpi* Ho spirited decays, no flagging inconstant love, no barren lifeless 
serving but themselves as worshippers animated, and quickened, and pervaded 
by Deity, m that to them, and with them, and in them, God and the Lamb shall 
be ** all in all” they will exist and rule throughout all generations. ** And I 
aaw no temple therein : for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it; And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it : for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. And the nations of them which are saved^, shall walk in the light of 
it.”'* 

II. But, secondly, we have to consider its material character. 

The a^stle has been very minute in his account of the New Jerusalem. 
He describes its surpassing brightness and splendour, having the glory of God ; 
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“and her light wa3 like unto a atone most precious, even like a jas- 
per stone, clear as crystal.** Its twelve gates too were each severally of 
one pQ^l ; its strcjet was “ pure gold, as it were glass,**— -hereby wish- 
ing us to know, that everything on earth which we admire, the most beauteous 
creations of God’s power here below, are, taken singly, too inadequate to bring 
before our eyes the visions he beheld. Hence he joins the jasper to ^e crystal, 
and gives to the rich and deep brilliancy of burnished gold the transparency of 
glass. With gates each of pearl-like, heavenly whiteness, its street or most com- 
mon part had, as it were, the most precious earthly substance for its dooring. 
Besides this, over and from the New Jerusalem, in all her vastness, there was 
shed forth a light or glory of jasp('r hues blended with the crystaL Like the 
first flush of the morning in tropical skies, when the slowly rising sun tinges, 
with liquid purple, the golden white transparency of the atmospliere— so, only 
ill infinitely greater richness and beauty, did the light from this saintly blessed 
city appear to the beloved disciple. So that his thoughts reverting to the 
earth of which he was yet an inhabitant, he contrasts it most powerfully. lie 
tells us it altogether transcends it. The most glorious thing we know mate- 
rially allt)ws him in some feeble way to pourtray its hues and describe its 
sidcndours ; but as the most pr ecious spiritual privilege men on earth possess, 
namely, access to God, where He revciJs His glory, is hero done away with, be- 
cause llis people actually live in Himself, and he dwells in all His spiritualty 
in them, so light, that most beautiful thing to the material senses, is also, in its 
derived streams, alike unknown — light on which the infant smiles, with 
which it toys — the sun, the monarch of the skies, who in his unweturied round 
day by day refreshes and gladdens the earth, the source and mover of the ele- 
ment, he is no longer neecled. At the final judgment he will become “ black 
as sackcloth of hair,** and for ever pass away. But to the nations of them that 
arc saved, it is to give them greater glory and beauty. “ And the city hath 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.” The apostle seems to labour in 
showing how completely the creation is merged to the saint, and lost in the 
Creator. 

But, brethren, we have to remark what all this shows. As the absence of 
the temple bespeaks the fullest perfection of our spiritual natures, when the 
believer will awake up after God’s image, the reflection of his Creator, the 
absence of the sun and of the moon, which give light unto the world in regular 
alternacions, seems also to forecast the complete consummation of his material 
framework. 1 arn here a compound being made up of body and soul. I cannot 
be happy excej)! the wants and cravings of these two are in some way met and 
satisfied. Sin, besides, has so marred the one that it has lost the empire 
God gave it over the other, or rather, is prone to pervert it to unholy pur- 
poses. But when a man is “a new creature in Christ Jesus,” old things pass 
away ; with his soul feeding by faith on Christ, lie has to keep under liis 
body and bring it into subjection, and a holy life then is required, holy 
material acts ; that is, the brain must think for God’s honour and service on 
earth, the hands must handle and work not for themselves only, but for the 
benefit of Christ’s church, the feet must walk and the heart must beat, not to 
please themselves, but their neighbour, for his edification. Bemember' that a 
holy life principally has respect to our neighbours ; and some Christian men, 
my brethren, may be said to be more exact in their duties towards God than in 
those towards men. They read their Bibles, they pray, they talk much and 
boldly, they attend Divine servibe, but in the little, or rather the preat acts qf 
daily life, there is frequently a lamentable falling off. In just, and righteons and 
generous dealing, it not seldom happens, such are beneath, inferior to, outshone 
by worldly men, who make no profession at all, and even glory in making 
none. No, brethren, a holy life is to be exhibited in the world, thrql^hout the 
business, amidst friends, and in Hie family. Besides the inhabitation of God 
in your souls through the Spirit, the life of Christ is to rebate your bodies 
and their impulses. Man is a material being as well as a spiritual. ^ When he 
dies, it is true, he casts aside his body ; his framework with all its tempta- 
tions is then left behind, and his soul passes before the tribunal of the bar of 
God. But all this is only for a time ; the body is to come again to the spirit, 
and his compound character of soul and body is to be maintained throughout 
eternity. It is suspended for a while, but one day all mankind wiH re-enter 
their bodies “ in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, when the trump shall 
sound.” Enoch and Elijali, and above ail, Jesus Christ are in heaven in their 
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bodies, and similar to their present ones in all probability will ours be ; theirs 
indeed has seen no corruption $ but from the charnel house, lost in dust, or dis- 
sipated in the air, our bones will come each to his fellow, and sinewirs will 
fasten them, and fatness enwrap and flesh cover them, and then we shall again 
tenant them, and thus be changed. Here, brethren, however, being material, 
the present influences of the atmosphere, and of the sun and moon, are neces- 
sary for our development and growth, they are indispensable for our health, 
and even through our bodies act on that hidden agent which dwells within, 
mysteriously diffused through the whole, namely, the immortal spirit ; but in 
the world to come the bodies of the righteous being glorified, consummated 
and perfected, will no longer need it, or rather needing that which is higher, 
more c^fficient, more blissf^, more holy, they will possess and enjoy it to the fuU. 
The inhabitants of the New Jerusalem, raised in the scale of being, will have, as 
they will require, a more Divine principle of life within them, a more holy 
atmosphere of life without them. They are to dwell in God, and'God in them ; 
“ God. and the Lamb shall be the light thereof there will be there no gloom, 
no losing of light in darkness, no overclouding of the sky, no eclipsing of that 
object which is the light of life, but one sacred, high, eternal noon. And “there 
shall be,** says the inspired penman, “ no night there ; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth them light.** That which 
quickens on earth, which awakens, which refreshes, will then be away ; no 
rest will be needed to recruit our energies, no earthly light to pass through 
our eyes, as a channel to invigorate the brain, or cheer the intelligence, but as 
spiritually, so materially, in every sense shall we be perfect. Happy, thrice 
happy place, brethren ; happy because holy, complete because God is there. 
May it be yours and mine to enter and for ever inhabit it ; replete with the 
Deity, illuminated by His splendours, tenanted by His essence ! Blessed are 
they that shall walk within it. “ And I saw no temple therein, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need 
of the sun peither of the moon to shine in it, fof the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the brightness thereof. And the nations of them which are 
saved, shall walk in the light of it.** 

Such, brethren, is a slight description of the heavenly Jerusalem : the 
new heavens and new earth to be created hereafter. May we not truly say — 
“ Glorious things are spoken of thee, thou city of our God ?** Blessed indeed 
shall he be, who will have right to the tree of life, and shall enter by the gates 
into this city. Blessed are they who, now in heaven — formerly inhabitants 
with us on this earth — ^look forward securely and happily to its glories and 
bliss. But, brethren, while we may in our hearts congratulate these, it is for 
us to remember, that a certain number only of earth’s inhabitants will find 
admission. We do not mean, brethren, that any of you are predestined to 
be lost ; God forbid the fearful thought. Into the secret things of God we 
presume not to pry ; but we tell you, “ many will say in that day, Lord, Lord 
open unto us,’* and then shall be made answer, “ I know you not, whence you 
are ; dex>art, ye workers of iniquity.** Now Christ bids us summon you all 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The way of salvation you know, and its 
supports you know. “ Christ is the way, the truth and the life ; whosoever 
cometh to the Father by Him shall be saved.** Have you attended to the 
account Scripture has enabled us to give of heaven hereafter ? Did a wish, 
brethren — ^my younger hearers — steal through your hearts — * oh I God give me 
when I die to be admitted therein ?* You remember the terms of tidmission, 
bear in mind also the standard of rejection. “ The fearful, and unbelieving, 
and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and all liars shall 
have their part in the lake that hurneth with fir© and brimstone, which is 
the seco^death.” Every pain you have, or sigh you heave, every friend you 
lose, or iKiell that tolls, are as voices proclaiming tnimpet-tongued from hea- 
ven — “ Be ye also ready ;** be watchful, be in earnest. The day is coming 
on apace, when what you have occasional misgivings about will truly come to 
pass and have their accomplishment in you } 'when “ the keepers of the 
house will tromMe, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 
cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows shall be 
darkened, and the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken.” Oh ! 
brethren, what will you then feel Christ to be ? If you^ make the Lord now 
your refuge, and tjie Most High your habitation,” then whatever you go through, 
great shall be your joy at the last. Christ will support you, whispering that 
He is yours and you are His ; heaven will open its gales to you, and 
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pjirljjilly disclose its crysUil glories and golden streets, wlulc angel voices 
sliall sound sweetly in your ears, amid tlie wreck ole nature, the Jigouiea o£ 
death, and it may be, the depression of your soul, telling you, in a little time 
all will soou be over ; tliat tliey are waiting to carry you to its bliss, to usher 
you into the presence of God and the Lamb. Yes, brethren, when earthly care 
can do nothing, the assiduity of friends to the dying man is as a thing of 
nought, even their forms disapj^ear before his closing eyes, and the last most 
loving pressure he cannot reciprocate ; then the love of Christ will bo found 
to pass knowledge, the value of His service then to exceed estimation ; and as 
with unearthly vigour, he may be helped in his last struggle, as many are, to 
say — “ Oh I death, where is thy sting ? oh I grave, where is thy. victory ? thanks 
be to God wlio giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord,” — He 
shows us before hand the infinite consequence of being saved here. God 
p:ant that you^raay be of this mind. But contrarwise, if these things make no 
impression onus: — “Because 1 have called and yo refused, 1 sirotclied out 
My hand and no man regarded ; when your fear cometh as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; then shall you call upon Me, but I 
will not answer ; you shall seek Me early, but shall not find Me.” “ You shall 
eat of the fruit of your own way, and be filled with your own devices j but 
whoso hearkeneth unto Me, shall dwell safely, and be quiet from fear of evil,” 

But, brethren, in thus far speaking to you, as tJie living, on the living argu- 
ments of God’s lloly Word, we have been using the glories and bli>s of heaven 
as an inducement to you, — you that are righteous, to go on your course witli 
greater holiness and alacrity ; ifou that are thus far heedless, to diligently, and 
in earnest, ponder your ways ; but our application to you must uow be more 
restricted and particular. 

Christian brethren, the reason of my now olliciating is, that wc have all 
lately lost a dear friend, and that too almost suddenly. There was one 
among us lately, who though not strong, yet, as we liopcd, and had grounds 
for expecting, would have remained much time longer with us Jiere below 
— who looked forward to your re-assembling in this generously decorated 
church,* and taking her seat with you as a fellow-worshipper in these 
courts of the Lord’s house ; but now she is removed from our midst ; God’s 
“ ways not being as our ways, nor His thoughts as our thoughts,” My brethren, 
you know her “ walk and conversation.” You tliat were poor knew, — yet 
you knew it not all — the love and affectionate interest she took in your concerns, 
both spiritual and temporal. You that had the privilege of being her friends, have 
witnessed — but neither have you seen the whole of this — the quiet, Christian, 
consistent walk wherewith in her responsible station, struggling with a weak 
and fragile framework, “ she fulfilled her course.” My dear brethren, and espe- 
cially my Christian female hefirers, bear in mind that in the quiet overcoming 
of sin, the unobtrusive surrender of self, the meekly accomplishing unseen 
and perhaps irksome duties, there is a high order of Christian attainment 
developed, which in the great day of account will be blessed indeed. You that 
knew our beloved Christian friend now in heaven, and can call her to your 
mind as she sat in the house, mixed with society, devoted lierscl^ to the 
charitable institutions connected with your cliurch — we feel, that, you being 
our judges, it is not too much to say, she wonderfully exhibited such Chris- 
tian temper and Christian perfectness. Some, when active, require praise — 
are not content if unknown, but expect notoriety to set forth their deeds and 
lierald their faraej but, brethre'n, as a beloved wife, and an adectipnato 
mother, and kind-hearted friend, she evinced that she loved the praise of 
God rather than heeded tlie praise of men. A Christian calmness and retire- 
ment >ind sobriety was flers ; but, notwithstanding, amidst the anxieties 
attending your now bereaved minister’s removal to this larger adhere of 
Evangelic employment, hers, though a gentle spirit, was yet bold, and able 
to encourage and cheer him bn his onward, and then difficult, course. And 
of times,, brethren, we belidtq, you as a people would have suffered, had slie 
not been his ready support and sufficient stay. Such, then, was her life-* 
retiring, but not slothful ; quiet, but not inactive. 

Of her last moments, so sudden was the onslaught of mortality’s dread foe, we 
have not much to recoil^. Taken, as many of you have heard, with a faintness, 
which, more or less, continued during the two hours and a half of her illness, 
she had not strength or power to say much. But what was said, marked out 

* Tho chufch h*'i boon recently painted and boautiUed. 
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as ivith a sun-bcam the principles which lived and ruled within her. On a 
friend’s remarking, ** What a mercy is it you have not now to seek a refuge 
she fell in with the sentiment, and answered feelingly, that it was true ; and 
weakness on this, or pain, fordng a gentle moaning, almost inaudible, the 
dying saint shuddered at the thought, and inquiring ^oud, as it were, of her 
conscience, “ Is this murmuring V* and reverently adding, ** If so, God 
forgive me I”— evincing here her diffidence, and humility, and anxiety not 
to offend. Indeed, her disregard of self throughout the whole of her brief 
sickness, was remarkable. She was again reminded of Christ’s love : ** Unto 
you that believe, Christ is precious.” A pressure of the friend’s hand was as 
her dying testimony to that blessed truth ; and acute suffering then coming 
on her weakened framework, in less than an hotur her soul passed to that 
place where there is no more pain, nor voice of weeping, but where, in the 
bosom of God, it awaits the glories to be revealed at the copiing of Jesus 
Christ. Of death, brethren, Uiere was no terror ; of judgment, no alarm ; of 
things that shall happen at that mysterious moment, which many have longed 
to unveil, when the spirit, from the recesses of the body, shall start to a new 
condition of being, no anxiety, no painful forethought ; but it was all peace, 
deep, assured, unembarrassed peace. Brethren, blessed and holy are they that 
have this. “ I heard a voice from heaven saying. Write, Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow them.” 

Dear Christian brethren, then, suffer the word of exhortation. Let this almost 
sudden falling asleep in Jesus be to you for a solemn admonition ! You have 
had a loss ; yet she, ** being dead, yet speaketh,” and having left you an 
example, ‘‘ follow her, as she followed Christ.” Dear brethren, be pre- 
pared Neither you, nor her dearest and nearest friends anticipated, at our 
last seeing her, her so sudden, so speedy removal. “ Be ye, therefore, also 
ready ; for in such an hour as you think not,” I doubt not but even to you 
the Son of Man will come. And what ! even now we believe, by some one 
here the realities of the sick chamber, the decay of their earthly tabernacle, the 
throes, lastly, of expiring nature, will ere long be experienced ; when that l^dy 
you are now present in will be laid aside, your eyes be sightless, your spirit 
gone. So that you, now the support, delight, or, it may be, the anxiety of 
your friends, will soon bo laid beneath the quiet ground, while your soul has 
winged her flight to the worlds away, to hear her final destiny from God and 
the Lamb. Bretht^, what is your state ? Let conscience answer whether 
these events interest and profit you. Do you look, upon them as urgent metr 
sages from Heaven to live in earnest, above the world, to Christ and God ? If 
BO, thoughts of heaven will be more ftequent, more fervent ; your conduct on 
eaith will be more exemplary, more Christian; God your Father you will more 
pray 40, Christ your Saviour you will more love. You will more lay bare your 
hearts, your souls, to the influences and graces of the Holy Ghost. And in the 
great day of account you shall then be accepted and approved. When all 
earthly temples have for ever passed away, and earthly suns cease their shin> 
ing, and there is no longer needed the light of the moon ; when there shall 
be no more death, no more sorrow, you in Jehovah and the Lamb as your 
temple, with Him for your Light, seeing Him face to face, overarched, sur- 
rounded, and undergirt with His presence, shall, in Jerusalem above, sit down 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb. And pne of the angels answered, saying 
unto me. Who are these which ore arrayed in white robes, and whence 
come they? And 1 said unto him. Sir, thou, xnowest. And he said 
unto me. These ore they which came out of g^eat* tribulation, and have 
washed ^beir robes, and made them white in the l^bod of the Lamb ; therefore 
are th^before the throne of God. And the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, bhd shall lead them ii|tto living fountains of waters, 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Wherefore, my dearly 
btdoved, “ be ye stodfast, unmovable, always ^Ifounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 
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REV. JAMES PARSONS. 

rilJUACllEDlN THE NEW CONOUKOATIONAE CUUKCll, MIDDEETON ilOAU, UALSl’ON, 
ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, AUGUST 25, 1847. 

On occasion of the Opening of the Church. 


** That the saymy of Esaias the prophet might he fuljilled, which he spake^ 
Lord^ who hajth believed our report f and to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed — John xii. 38. 

This saying of Esaias the prophet is recorded at the commencement of the 
fifty-tliird chapter of the Book which bears His name, and it doubtless had 
immediate reference to the messages lie had personally delivered, in behalf of 
God, to that generation of tlic Jewish people with whom he was a contempo- 
rary ; but from the application which is here made of it, it appears equally plain, 
that he siioke in his familiar character of a prophet, and in anticipation set 
forth the treatment which Should “ in the fulness of time” be received by the 
Messiah, Wheji He appeared to make the last announcement of the Divine will, 
ih regard to the Jewish people, and also in reference to the whole world. “ Then 
said Jesus into the Jews,” adverting to His own ministry, “ yet a little while 
is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon 
you : for ho that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While 
ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These 
things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide Himself from them. But though 
lie had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on Him : 
that the sayii^ of Esaias the prophet might be fuldlled, which He spake, Lord, 
who hath ^Ikved our report ? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord l^n 
revealed ?** similar application is also made by the apostle of the GKintiles, 
in regard to the labours of himself and his companions in the Christian 
ministry ; for be says — ** How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
Gospel of peace^ and bring glad tidings of good things ! But they have not all 
^ obeyed the Gospel. For Esaias saith. Lord, who hath believed our report 
/ The language, \my brethren, which is thus impressively associated with the 
age when the Go'ipel was introduced, may legitimately be directed to the sub- 
sequent ages of its\history ; and our own age permits it as f uUy and as forcibly 
as any which have', yet transpired. On that age, then, and on our own sphere, 
it is now our intcn\ion to concentrate our regard ; and the passage we have 
read will furnish ts with material for thought and practical improvement, 
identified at once with the highest objects of our religion, and with the highest 
interests of our ownWmortal souls. 

We observe, that \he Gospel is a message or report to man, in matters of 
supreme importanoo ;\ that it has been communicated to man for the express 
purpose of being beli^cd ; and that it becomes frequently a matter of solemn 
inquiry, as to the nuimer of those by whom the Gospel has been embraced. 
The enunciation of tli^e topics will be felt at once appropriate to the season 
which dedicates this eilSce to the service and to the glory of the Bedecmer ; 
and it is our prayerful Asire, that now they may come “ with power, with 
the Holy Ghost, and wi& much assurance,” and that now tokens and pledges 
may be given of many tramphs^to be, achieved, and of many tropj^iies to be 
won in this place, in y&s which are to come, ,and in generationa^^hich are 
yet unborn. \ 

I. We observe, ^in the Mt place, that the Gospel is a message or report to 
man, upon matters of suprmeimportande. 

A system, my brethren, iimduced by such agency as that of the Son of God, 
coidd not be secondary or itiragnificant in its contents and its designs. Those 
designs and those contents are ^paralleled and unapproachable in their grandeur. 
These epithets will be amply Wtified by such observations as the following. 

1. The Gospel is a messaged report as to the character and claims of God. 

One main purpose of it is to Sntradict or destroy the false notions respecting 
God, which by reason of our diavity are suffered to prevail, and to inculcate 
and establish instead those prlcixdcs Fes))ectiug Him which are integrally 
r%ht and true. It was, theref^, the explanation given by the apostle, os to 
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the grand object of Him by whom the Gospel was introduced — “ No man hath 
seen God at any time, but the only begotten Son who dwelleth in the bosom of 
the Father, He hath declared Him.” And that was the end to which the whole 
of His course was strictly and beautifully subservient. If you examine that 
course, brethren, for yourselves, you will j^rceivc at once how God is declared 
— in the inviolable majesty of His nature, in the perfect harmony of His attri- 
butes, and in the import and bearing of all the relations which lie sustains to 
the universe, as its Creator, its Governor, its Benefactor, and its Judge. There 
is no legitimate inquiry, respecting these, to which the Gospel docs not return 
an ample and an adequate reply. 

2 . Again : the Gospel is a message or report as to the character and the 
condition of mankind. 

Human nature is here displayed, accurately and precisely, as ** face answer- 
eth to face” in a glass. Every being, of every age and every nation, who can 
rightly discern and candidly acknowledge, when this mirror of the testimony 
is held up before him will recognise his own features, and must confess it 
is himselL 

* Besides statements regarding the physical prospects and properties of our 
race, here is declared our indwelling depravity of heart, by reason of the primal 
fall in paradise ; here is declared our alienation from God — our being fenced 
in practical rebellion against His authority and His law ; and here is declared 
our imminent exposure to the curse, which He has righteously threatened 
against disobedience, and which if inflicted will be found to pour out upon the 
transgressor the everlasting and irremediable torments of hell All the 
chambers of imagery are opened ; their recesses are exposed, and their inner- 
most secrets are laid bare. 

My brethren, beyond the announcements regarding your species, in the 
word of the truth of the Gospel, you want nothing. You want not the ^ofound and 
elaborate sertations of the philosopher, and you want not the close analysis of 
the careful and acute observer ; here are the principles of true philosophy, and 
here are the results of untiring observation ; and it becomes you to remember, 
that if you derive not your views of human nature from this oiTe source, you 
must by necessity become the victims of falsehoods and delusio/is, which will 
at once pervert yottr deportment towards others, and at tlie same time defraud 
you of your own redomiJtion, and rob you of your own eternal .happiness. 

3. Again : we observe, that the Gospel is a message or rqport as to the 
method of salvation by the intervention of a Mediator. 

This is the grand object for which the Gospel was originally designed as it 
is declared to be " the Word of salvation,” “ the power of Gojl unto salvation,” 
** the Gospel of salvation,” and “ the great salvation.” 

Now the statements which are presented to us in this /nessage or report 
regarding the method of salvation, might justify upon maAy occasions a pro- 
longed meditation. At the present season, however, they n^ust pass before you 
in a brief and rapid summary. / 

The Gospel informs us, that in foresight of human ruin the design of 
redemption was formed from eternity in the councils of t^e Triune Godhead. 
It informs us, that the immediate Author of salvation is t^ie Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah, the Son of God, to whom in the councils ofetemity was assigned 
the office of a Mediator, and who because He unites m His own Person the 
Divine and the human nature is mighty to save,” aid ** able to save to the 
uttermost.” It informs us, that the act by which solution through the Lord 
Jesus Christ was meritoriously sec-ured, wa-s His de$;h in His human nature 
ux>pn the cross of Calvary, as an expiatory sacrifice passin ; foi^ the record is, 
that He “ was wounded for our transgressions, and ttuised for our iniquities,” 
that the chastisement of our peace was upon Him and that “ by His stripes 
we are h^ed j” that He “ bore our sins in His owybody on the tree 5 ” that 
He was*wiiade a curse for us, as it is .writtenJCursed is every one that 
hangeth upon a tree and that ** He is the prop^tion for our sins, and not 
for ours only, bbt for the sins of the whole worlf”,^ It informs us that the 
sufficiency of the sacrifice ofiered upon Calvary F immeasurable and infinite, 
and that it founds a mediatorial government, un^ the sway of Him who pre- 
sented it, as the reward and recompense of Hia/Eififferings, which is finally to 
subdue all nations beneath the sceptre of ntfdiatorial grace. ** This Man, 
after He had ofiered ohe sacrifice for sins, for #er sat down on the right hand 
of God ; from henceforth expecting till His ewnfies be made His fc^tstool.” 

It informs us, that the men who receive anymterest in the sacrifice of the 
cross, arc forthwith relieved from all the eviB which now impend over their 
condition or their future prospects, and thaftliey are finally, after a xwocess 
of refinement, devation, and enjoyment i|ion earth, to m introduced xBHo 
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regions where, in the Divine presence, they are to inherit joy and gladness, 
being inelTably and imperishably blessed. 

Such, my brethren, are briefly the announcements of the Gospel upon the 
subjects of salvation — announcements which are to form tho grand themes of 
the sanctuary now dedicated to the honour and to the service of the Hedeemer. 
Glorious tidings are they to an apostate and a” perishing world 1 They are 
precious beyond the power of language to describe, and l^yond the power of 
imagination to conceive ; and the splendid immortality of heaven itself will 
only be occupied in rendering to them their merited homage and praise. 

II, Thus illustrating the fact that the Gospel is a message or report to man, 
in matters of supreme importance, comprising the character and the claims of 
God, the character and condition of mankind, and the method of salvation 
through the intervention of a Mediator, we proceed to observe, secondly, that 
the Gospel is communicated to man for the express purpose of being believed. 

Our text indicates this by the very nature of the inquiry — “ Who hath 
believed our report ?’* And we imagine there are few present who are not at 
once, by their own study of Divine truth, reminded of multitudes of state- 
ments, from which it appears that faith, a cordial and implicit belief of the 
truth which the Gospel presents, is to be regarded as one grand and promi- 
nent demand. Assuming this, we will proceed to observe — 

1. That the report of the GosihjI is worthy of faith, on accoimt of the 
evidence by which it is confirmed. 

You are, my brethren, in no instance summoned to exercise faith in tne 
Gospel apart from evidence abundantly sufficient to satisfy the understanding 
that it really is what it professes to be~tbat it is not an imposture — ^that it is 
not any finite invention of industrious skill or benevolence — but that it is the 
Word of the truth of the living and only God. We cannot now, of course, 
enter at large upon the theme whiQh is before us ; wo can but remind you of 
the regular series of historical testimony, as to the legitimacy and authenticity 
of the Gospel records — of the fulfilment of prophecy, of the performing of 
miracles, of the wonderful adaptation of tlm Gospel to the circumstances of 
man, in all nations and in all ages, and tub wonderful achievements it has 
already accomplished in the social and moral world. These, we say, constitute 
a conclusive and a triumphant claim, in behalf of the Gospel, to the cordial 
and humble embrace of every enlightened mind. Scofiers, impugners, and 
infidels indeed there are ; audit is a fearful manifestation of the reckless im- 
piousness of human depravity, that thus it can treat a religion stamped with 
the last seal which infinite power and wisdom could grant. “ Come not you,” 
my brethren, “ into their secret } tmto their assembly he not you united j” 
and ever remember^ that it is the very best and the very noblest exercise of 
your immortal reason, when on the ground of Christian evidence you confess 
the divinity of the Christian system, and surrender to it your faculties, your 
souls, and your all. I pray to God for you, that each one may be conducted 
to this delightful conclusion, and that in the plenitude of your conviction you 
may each gratefully resolve and exclaim — 

“ Hence and for ever from my heart, 

I bid my doubts and fears depart, 

And to those hands my soul resi^ 

Which bear credentials so Divine.^ 

2. Again : you must observe, that faith in the report of the GosihjI is tho 
only medium by which it can be rendered available tp our safety and final 
happiness. 

If there be any one in this assdmhly who has adopted the childish dogma — 

*' For rilodes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 

He can’t be wrong whose life is in the right,” 

and imagines that the exercUo of faith in the Gospel is a matter of indifTer- 
cnce, we can only pronounce that you are deeply and dangerously mistaken, 
and tell you that the Bxercisp of fsdtl^ is identified with all the higliesl^lntereste' 
of your souls. ^ • i.- 

Observe, my brethren, (and' we desire to use much simplicity upon this- 
important occasion— ^f or some perhaps the^ are to whom the testimony of the 
truth has not oftentimes been presented,) — observe the statements which are 
made in the Gospel respecting tlie connection between faith and justification 
justification being an al^olution; of the sinner from the charge of guilt, and 
his acceptance before the tribunal of the J udge. “ Be it known unto you, men 
and brethren, that through this Man.ii preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins ; and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of Mosos.” “ The righteousness of God 
without the law is being witnessed by the law and the prophets, 

even the righteousBpss of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 



upon all them that believe, for there is no diflEercnce.” “ Being justilied freely 
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God Imth 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righte- 
ousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God ; 
to declare, I say, at this time His righteousness : that He might be just, and 
the justifier of him which b^ieveth in Jesus.” “ Therefore l^ing justified by 
Mth, we have peace with God.” 

Observe, again, the statements which are made in the Gosj^l respecting the 
connection between faith and sanctification ; sanctification being the purifying 
of the soul from the poUudon and the power of sin, and its moral approxima- 
tion to the character and the image of God. “ God hath put no difference 
between them, and is purifying their hearts by faith.” “ I send thee to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God ; that they may receive forgiveness of their sins, and inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified through faith which is in Me.” “ This 
is the victory which overcometh the world, even our faith.” “ Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that l^lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God ?” 

, Observe, again, the statements which are made in the Gosi^el respecting the 
connection between faith and salvatioE^ which is the glorious consummation of 
justification and sanctification. ** God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” “ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation.” “ He that believeth shall be saved.” 

“ Believe on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved.” 

“ The word of faith which we preach is this, that if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt he saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness j and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. For the Scripture saith. Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be 
ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Now, my brethren, observe, and carefully recognize and remember this 
language : the connection between faith and justification, between faith and 
sanctification, and between faith and salvation. Do you wonder that we, in 
the exercise of the Christian ministry among you, should insist so frequently 
upon the necessity of faith ? Do you wonder that we should so frequently 
reiterate and endeavour personally to apply to each one — “ Hast thou faith ? 
Hast thou belief in the Son of God ?” Do you wonder that we should so fre- 
queutly exhibit the destinies of futurity, as sus^^nded ujwn the presence or 
the absence of this one principle : heaven, with its glories, on the one hand — 
or hell, with its torments and its agonies, on the other ? Should we he faith- 
ful in the perfornaance of our duty to your immortal spirits, were wo obscure, 
or indefinite, or fitful, or uncertain ? Rather, should we not be exposing 
ourselves as marks for the thunderbolt ? Rather, should we not court upon 
ourselV'es the spell of that tremendous aspiration, whose high and awful am- 
bition aspires even to scathe a seraph’s pinion, and to strike the thunder-scar 
upon an angel’s brow: “If we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
Gospel to you than that which we have preached, let him be accursed.” And 
“ a curse causeless shall not come.” 

3. Again ; we are to remind you, that faith in the Gospel results from the 
operation of Divine power upon the soul. 

Tliis is expressed by the latter part of the inquiry, from the words of the 
prophet, “To whom hath the arm of the Lord ^n revealed ?” “The arm 
of the Lord” signifies the power of the Lord ; and the revelation or manifes- 
tation of “the arm of the Lord” consists in the implantation of the sacred 
princhpl^ of faitl^ It is, my brethren, an affecting thought, that the depraved 
increrofityof the human heart concerning the testimony of redeeming truth is 
so obstinate and so inveterate, that it defies and sets at nought and scorns all 
agencies whatever, except an agency which is Omnipotent and Divine. It is 
matter for fervent and devout gratitude to God, that in the Christian economy 
that agency has been abundantly and amply supplied. It is the agency of 
the Third Person in the Trinity ; and the mediatorial, work of the Saviour 
is so arranged that this agency shall be pre-eminently and delightfully secured. 
His death upon the cross gained for Him the economical command of the iu- 
fiueuce of the Divine Spirit ; and His resurrection from the dead. His 
ascension into heaven, and His sitting at the right hand of the^ Father, in His 
priestly and His regal offices, were for the (lurposc of securing the mission 
and oxioration of the Spirit, till the end and consummaticih of all things. 



This dependence economically of tha influences of the Spirit upon the 
mediatorship of the Son, is several times beautifully indicated in the Gospel 
which is before us. As upon one occasion, for example, we read : *• In the 
last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying. If, 
any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. He that beliereth on Me. 
08 the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water, 
(But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should re- 
ceive ; for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was not 
yet glorified.”) And afterwards, when He was addressing His last discourse 
to His apostles, previous to His crucifixion. He speaks of “ the Comforter, the 
Holy Ghost,” whom the Father should send in His name. He says — “ When 
the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,” — ^not in His ossenti^ 
existence, but in His economical operation — “ He shall testify of Me,” Again : 
“ I tell you the truth ; It is expedient for you that I go away : for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you. And when He is come. He will reprove the world of sin, and 
of righteousness And of judgment.” “ He will guide you into all truth : for He 
shall not speak* of Himself ; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He 
speak : and He will shew you things to come. He shall glorify Me : for He 
shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you.” His operations commenced, 
as you are aware, according to promise, on the wondrous day of Pente- 
cost ; and from that memorable era the IMvine Spirit has wrought to apply 
the work of the Saviour, and through the instrumentality of faith to save the 
souls of endangered and hell-deserving men. 

Brethren, we must never compromise nor conceal the one principle which is 
here distinctly brought before you ; and in all that pertains to tlie progress of 
genuine religion and to the triumphs of the cross we must remember, that the 
Divine Spirit is now the one and exclusive engine, by which every advance- 
ment is to be secured, and by which every triumph is to be gained. 

Yes, brethren, and let us recognise it this morning, in devoting this sanc- 
tuary to the service of “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” that the Divine Spirit is 
thus to be regarded and honoured by us all. There is not one wrong to be 
redressed, but by Him ; there is not one pollution to be purified, but by Him ; 
there is not one disorder to he corrected, but by Him ; there is not one grace 
to be implanted, but by Him ; there is not one hope to be inspired, but by 
Him ; there is not one boon to be imparted, but by Hijn. It must be — . 

** Him first, 'Him last. Him midst, and without end.** 

If you have believed, and if through faith you have been justified and sanc- 
tified, and are expecting to be glorified, you will come to the altar, and present 
yourselves there only as hell -deserving sinners, and upon that altar present 
the sacrifice of your all, to glorify Him. “ Not unto me, O Lord, not unto 
me, but unto Tliy name be the glory.” 

And, my hearers, who are yet strangers to the power of the Gospel upon 
your hearts, let me remind you of the stern, unalterable, inevitable necessity 
of that influence of which we have spoken ; for, says the master Teacher, 
(and who shall gainsay Him ?) — “ Except a man be born of the Spirit he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God. Marvel not that I say unto you, ye must 
be born again.” And if you be not born again, remember that sin will hold 
you in its thraldom, till hell receives you to its doom. 

IIL And now, having illustrated this statement that the Gospel is commu- 
nicated to man for the express purpose of being believed, by remarking, that 
this report is worthy of mth op account of the evidence by which it is accom- 
panied, that faith is the only me^um by which it can be rendered available to 
our safety and eternal happiness, and tl^t faith must be produced by the ope- 
rations of Divine power upon the soul, — observe, thirdly, that it frequently 
becomes a matter of solemn inquiry as to the number of those hy u^liora the 
Gospel hsks been embraced. The saying olf Esaias was — “ liOrd, wlio hath 
believed our report ? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ?” 

There, are circumstances and modes, in connection with which this inquiry 
might be suggested, perfectly unauthorised, and meriting only severe and 
solemn reprehension. For instance, when it is presented by ungodly men, 
only for the purpose of gratifying an appetite for curiosity, or for sustaining 
the dogmas of infidelity. It will be observed, however, that the persons by 
whom the inquiry should be ptoperly x>ondered and suggested are those who 
are engaged in the exercise of the Christian ministry. “ Who hath believed our 
report?” — ^the report which Vre are accustomed to declare and to enforce. 

other persons, doubtless, must in the same spirit combine and unite with 
thorn, — those who themselves are believers in the truth, who sympathise 
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much with the anxieties and the labours of those to whom the ministry of the 
Gos|»el is committed, who would comfort them amidst their depressions and 
rejoioe amidst their successes and their triumphs ; and oftentimes, in various 
ag^ the imiuiry must also be solemnly pondered by them — “ ‘V^o hath 
believed our report ? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ?** 

Let mi here notloe, the implication which the inquiry involves ; and the 
results which tiiat implication ought to secure. 

1. Observe the implication which this inquiry involves. 

^ l^e implication, dear brethren, is, that there are but few persons compeCra- 
nvdy, to 'whom the testimony of the Gospel is presented, who cordially and 
tr^ embrace it. 

in^lication was plainly truthful and correct, in connection with the 
ministry ot the prophet himself, in his own age ; and he is represented as 
ex^daiming — “ I have laboured in vain, and I have sx>ent my strength for 
nought.** He is represented, again, as stating his success to bo found when he 
least expected it ; “I was sought of them that I asked not for.*’ And then 
with regard to others, when success was anticipated, he says mournfully — 
** All the day long have I stretched forth my hand to a disobedient and gain*- 
saying people.** 

The same implication was correct, in regard to the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus himself, who was not what in common terms would be designated a 
Bucc^fnl minister of the truth. , He “ bore the contradiction of sinners 
against Himself and we read in the passage from which our text is taken — 
“ Though He had done so many miracles ^fore them, yet they believed not 
on Him : that the 8 a 3 dng of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled.** 

The same implication was also correct in regard to the apostles ; for though 
oftentimes they were^ gladdened by victories, and were enabled to indulge in 
emotions' ofccstacy, in watching the progress of their religion from land to 
land and from continent to continent, yet oftentimes in deep sorrow of heart 
the^r had to look for refuge to higher sources, while lamenting that their 
ministtJy came ** in word only, and not in power,** and that' it was almost 
useless even to the last^ 

And wo know, my brethren, that thte history of Christians has been an 
«exemplifi^tion of the same fact. With regard to the age in which we live, 
what minister of the Gospel is there in our kingdom, who has not oftentimes 
«aid in spirit, whilst from his liiis has arisen the inquiry — “Who hath 
believed our report ?** We are not insensible to the tokens of, kindness which 
have been vouchsafed tb us in the mercy of our Divine Hedcemer. We know 
that in the last age there has been an advance in religion of no insignificant 
•order, and wh^ we look at the climes which are beyond us, and witness the 
movement which is occurring in the human mind in various empires — the 
•easting^ ofif-» of systems of imposture, and the becoming disposed to the 
•embracing of that system which is the euone correct and true and saving, — 
$iere Is reason for thankfulness and for praise*. And yet, brethren, what a 
solemn, and almost tragical converse is before us I Look at the masses of the 
eonverts ; and after all, “ what are these among so many ?*’ What is the pro- 
portion borne by those who are emancipated, to those'wbo yet remain in spiritual 
i&raldom ? What is the proportion borne by those who have been enlightened, 
to those who yet remain in darkness and in the shadow of death ? What is 
the proportion borne by those who have been “ plucked as brands from tlie 
bumiBg,” to those who seem even yet heaped (as it y^te) on the very verge 
and margin of the fiame ? We seem to staud on an eminence ; and we survey 
that eminence the dry bones which lie Ij^bwching in t h e valley of vision ; 
and if here and there, as we gaze, there 6tar|||ri^ a solitary being, clothed with 
sinews and animated with Ufe, ^d moving about in new-formed liberty and 
in new -qBpa ted privilege, there is still a vast fnuUltUde, concerning whom 

Wjfcpwied xo present the sad and solemn account^-** B^old the hones 
am j and lo ! they are very dry,” Is there one, dear brethren, 

who from these bnef hints enters not deeply into the truth and spirit of the 
statimient ? And how shall we contemplate it, but with the deepest searching 
of heart? 

2. This being the natum of the implication, you must also observe the 
results which from that implication must be produced. 

-^d, my brethren, contemplating the fact before us, compassion must be 
. We speak much of the guilt of man, (and guilt against God is a 
hmrible thing--~it must encounter stern reproof, and receive severe condem- 
n^ion,) — ^but who that has himself been guilty, and from guilt has been 
redeemed, do^ not deeply and tenderly compassionate those who are yet in 
danger aqd in death ? Oh ! bretliren, could you uoderstaud the actual 
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position in the sight of God, and of necessity, of one yet in unbelief and sin, 
and trace his progress onwards to the sad and inexpiable consumination'^ 
what would be the overwhelming tenderness and brokenness of your heart for 
guilty men ? Could you see for a moment a soul that is lost — could this 
vacant area be for a season filled by one mysterious visitant from the world of 
ruin— *could you see that brow, marked with the! thimder scar of the Eternal, 
and that eye, glaring with the dreadful immortality of hell, and that heart, 
gnawed by “ the worm that dieth not,” or lighted up by the scorching fire 
that is never quenched — ^and conld that tongue, in sepulchral toue, “ tell tlio 
secrets of its prison-house,” and expound to you what it is to be lost, — how would 
you shrink back in horror, and perhaps rush away from the sanctuary, desiring 
some leakage from the waters of oblivion, to banish the remembrance of that 
vision for ever ! 

Brethren, the vision comes not, and cannot come. But estimate, from this 
drawing, what is the state of a soul that is departed in unbelief and sin. 
Hear of the “ destruction from the presence of God, and from the glory of His 
X>ower hear of “ the blackness of darkness hear of “ the tire that is 
unquenchable, prepared for the devil and his angds.” Then ponder upon the 
immense multitudes, who by reason of unbelief are exposed to these horrors of 
final destiny ; some of them, peradventure, here ; others, amidst your own 
households ; multitudes in your city, throughout your country, and throughout 
the world ; until the procession of hundreds of millions thus passes before you. 
And what now is your compassion for them ? Bretliren, the man that feels 
not here — the man that mourns not here — the man that strains not every 
nerve and employs not every faculty here — has not one notion but what 
humanity must blush to own^ and even corruption itself refuse and disdain to 
record, excepting in the very blackest catalogue of its crimes. 

Again : exertion must be produced. The report which wo have delivered 
we must continue to proclaim ; and under the consciousness of our own obliga- 
tion, and observing the vast multitudes around us, who arc yet in sin and in 
imminent peril, must we not, brethren, be untiring and incessant, in tlie 
announcement of the truth whereby men may be saved ? We who are en- 
gaged in the work of the Christian ministry have indeed an awful, and almost 
overpowering obligation upon ourselves ; and I may, as a minister, for my- 
self and for others, rei^ind you that we must feel the importance of faithful 
exhortation, disclosing in clear and emphatic terms “the whole counsel of 
God,” — earnest exhortation, manifesting an intense anxiety of spirit,} in some 
measure commensurate with the matters.for which we plead — and incessant 
exhortation, knowing no termination and no rest, while reason holds its seat, 
while the head can think, while the tongue can speak, and while the life shall 
last. And we, brethren, must indeed, especially in these ominous and import- 
ant times, nerve ourselves anew to the work of exhortation to which wo have 
been summoned, listening to the wdrds of the apostle, when he speaks of 
preaching the Gospel as a matter of necessity : “ For though I be free from 
* aU men, yet have I made myself servantlinto all, that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews ; to them 
that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are 
under the law ; to them that arc without law, as without law, (being not 
without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them 
that are without law. To the weak became 1 as weak, that 1 might gain the 
weak t I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.” 

And, my Christian brethren and sisters, remember the obligation of faithful, 
and intense, and incessant exhortatto lies also upon all and upon each of you ; 
and if you lose your opportunity %d sacrifice your influence in the world, 
when opportunity might he empmyld end influence might be exerted in the 
church, and for Christ, and for souls, take heed how you answer for defl- 
cdency, when blood shall he required at your hands. Let us edntinue '^ged- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord and if sooMnnes 
tempters c6me to us, endeavouring to seduce us to other, and, it may be, more 
plausible themes, let us answer them as did tjhe dignified Ncjhemiah, wlien he 
stood upon the ramparts of the ahcimit city — “ I am about a great wprk, so 
that I cannot come down. Why should the y?ork cease, while I leave it and 
come down to you?” Saved ourselves, the salvation of others must be to us 
our all. • 

And then, finally, prayer should be produced. The influence of the Divine 
Spirit, to whom we have adverted, is to be sought and is to be obtained by 
prayer. ” There shall be showers of blessings,” saith the Father; but the 
Father adds — ** For all these things I will be inquired of by the house of Israel, 
to do it for them, saith the Lord.” And prayer^ earnest, and constant, must 



312 


THB OOSr£t NOT BBLIBVED, 


osoend from the churches o£ Christ for the outpouring of the Divine Spirit. 
We ^vo been taught, brethren in the ministry, that prayer and the announce- 
ment of the truth are indissolubly interwoven with each other. “ We will 
give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.” The 
saints are , to help together in this behalf. They are to ** pray for us, that the 
Word of the Lord may have free course, and run, and be glorified.” What we 
want, brethren, is a spirit of prayer. We have been languid, when we ought 
to have been earnest ; we have b^n contracted, when we ought to have been 
comprehensive ; we have been fitful, when we ought to have been incessant ; 
we have been c^d, when we ought to have been inspired. We must arise and 
shake off the lethargy which has oppressed us, and besiege the throne of Qod 
with aU the power of praym*, standing as in the presence of the Shekinah, and 
there exclaiming — ** Qod be merciful unto us, and bless us ; and cause His 
fkoe to shine upon us. That Thy way may be known upon earth. Thy saving 
hesdth among aU nations.” ** Awake, awake, O arm of the Lord, put on 
strength, as in ancient times and in generations of old.” And as thus we stand 
and wrestle, in God’s own sublime language, which would have been pre- 
sumptuous had He not authorised us, let us lay hold upon His strength, as if 
grasping the very sinews of Omnipotence, ^en the ministry will bo more 
sucoessml $ then the churches will be purified ; then sinnem will be converted ; 
then believers will be edified ; then error will be rebuked ; then pollution will 
be cleansed ; then impostures and systems of superstition will melt and wither 
and die ; then the cross, the banner of triumph, will be planted high upon the 
eminences of all nations ; then will come the last age of mercy, when the Spirit 
being ** poured out upon all fiesh,” all things shall be created anew ; then He 
by whom shall be accomplished the work for which we pant and groan, will 
look down with infinite complacency upon the last and most wondrous achieve- 
ment of His grace, and as over the old creation will pronounce it “ . very 
good then “ the morning stars will sing together, and all the sons of God” 
will shout aloud for joy ; and the hallelujahs of heaven will be sounded in 
ecstacy over a reclaimed and a happy world. 

In the illustration we have been enabled to make Of this important state- 
ment of Holy Writ, we trust that what has been presented may be deemed, in 
its elements at least, sufficient to show to you the truth which shall hereafter 
be proclaimed within these walls. But another grand object of this service, 
besides a public exposition of evangelical principles, is that all those present who 
have not yet been led to the exercise of faith — who have not yet believed the 
report of the Gospel — ^may be induced to believe it now ; and happy will it be, 
if this first service, in this house of prayer and praise, be consecrated by the 
turning of some from sin to re^^tance, and from infidelity to faith; My 
feUow-sinners, it is our work to denounce on you ; and we do it not in sternness 
and in severity — ^but with mournfulness and tenderness of heart we denounce 
on you, that if you believe not this truth you will surely perish. ** He that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name 
of the Son of God.” ** He that bolioteth not shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God ahideth on him.” ** He that believeth not shiul be damned.” And if, 
my hearers, from these scenes of privilege you die in your sins, and thus enter 
into a retributive eternity, you will know by your own history what it is to 
be a lost soul. Your soifi will be lost I And is there one who can brave the 
worst, — ^the ** sorer punishment,” the ** many stripes,” the innermost depths 
and mysteries of that terrible secret, that ** it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the U^mg God ?” Oh I brethren, commit not the suicide of the 
soul ! He who wills sin, (and all sin is strictly voluntary and wilful) — ^he who 
wills' sin, and lives and dies in sin, is a 8»#iurderer — ^the suicide of his own 
soul ! We im^fiore you, in the name of 4Pt^aster, to turn and believe that 
** we ai^ ambassadors for Christ $ as though God did ]t>eseech you by us, wc. 
praygiTO in Christ’s stead, be ye reconcile unto God,” Accept the invitation 
whicS% finely given from the cross, and come that you may have life. Then, 
when you Have believed, the curse will disappear, the shrews will be dis- 
pelled, the dawn ojt day will appear upon your horizon, and nought but happi- 
ness aud bless^ness will appear before you ; then, our privilege will be yours, 
our acceptance vdll m yours, our purification wiH be yours, our adoption into 
the Divine ^family will be yours, our victory over death and Satan will be 
yours,, our Welcome in the judgment will be yours, our enjoyments of the 
realms of bliss will be yours. Then we shall all be saved ; and then ours will 
be the everlasting anthem of heaven — ** Salvation be unto Him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever.” It is our prayer to God for 
you aU, that without exception you may be saved. Believe the truth of the 
Gospel, and salvation already is begun. 
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FRBACHEt) IN ST. JOHN’S ORAFED, BBRFOBE BOV, 

ON SUNDAY MOHNIKO, OCTOBER 17 , 1847 . 

Being the Day appointed for a General Thanksgiving for the late abundant Harvest. 


** For I long to seeyout that I may impart unto you aome spiritual! gif t^ to the 
end ye may be established,^* — Romans i. 11. 

Being permitted again/>after some weeks of absence, to minister among 
you, my dear brethren, I have chosen this passage, not only because it 
expresses my feelings, but likewise because it directs our attention to a point 
which may be of service to us all. 

The apostle, who had never seen the church at Rome, was long anxious to 
have an opportunity of visiting them, and wished to seize the first occasion 
of passing from Asia — or rather from those parts of Europe to which he 
afterwards had access — still further, to the coasts of Italy, and to be of 
advantage to these Christians at Rome. “ I long,” he says, “ to see you, that 
1 may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established.” 

Much of the instruction which the Word of God conveys to us, is given in 
the form of example ; and we may learn scarcelj*^ less from the statements 
which the apostle makes of his own feelings, than from the direct precepts 
which he was authorised by Christ to convey to the churches. As an apostle 
of Christ ho has here shown us the great desire which he had to visit this 
company of Christians at Rome. “ I long,” he says, “ to see you.” There is 
no feature more to be remarked in the life of the apostle Paul, than the 
heart which he threw into all his ministerial acts. He desired heaven, and 
therefore laboured for it *, he loved Christ, and therefore laboured for Him ; 
and he loved his fellow^Christians, wherever they might be, and therefore was 
willing to “spend and be spent for them.” Thus his whole ministry was a 
delight to him, because his heart was engaged in it ; and though prolonged 
through years, he still felt an undecaying satisfaction in the fulfilment of the 
ministry assigned to him by the Lord. It is when religion ceases to be an 
affair of calculation or of habit — ^when it is not even the result merely of an 
awakened conscience, but when our hearts are dili^ntly and earnestly engaged 
in all its exerdses — ^tBat we prosper in the Divine life, and our religion 
is genuine. 

He tells us here further the xtoson why he wished to see these Christians. 
“ That I may impart unto you,” he adds, “ some spiritual gift” Now tliese 
words are generally employed by the apostl^ in his writings, respecting those 
supernatui^ communications of the Spirit, which as an apostle he was 
commissioned and enabled to bestow : such as the gift of language^ the 
gift of healing. But although this is the usual employment of the words, 
they do not exclude those higher gifts which are not extraordinary, and 
without which the others in reality would have bron in vain. What the 
apostle, therefore, desired was, that, by his visit to them as an apostle 
of Christ, they might obtain the blessing of the Spirit of God, whether 
by the communication of His ordinary or extraordinary gifts. ** That I 
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may impart unto you somo spiritual gift.” Even if wc were to limit 
the meaning to these miraculous gifts which the apostles were enabled 
to bestow, still thi|B gift was not to be looked upon as the end he had in 
view, but simply as a mean : “ for,” he says — “ I long to sec you, that I may 
impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established.” 
Therefore their establishment in faith — their being strengthened in piety — 
was the end which he had in view, when he “ desired to imjiart to them some 
spiritual gift.” This, In the lowest view ive take of the supposed benefit, 
would be the result. When, for instance, the people of Samaria were brought 
to an acknowledgment of the truth, and were baptized as believers, we read, 
in the. eighth of Acts, that the apostles Peter and John were summoned from 
Jerusalem and visited that infant church at Samaria for this express purpose — 
that they might receive these miraculous communications of the Spirit of God, 
which were communicated by the apostles, perhaps ordinarily and exclusively, 
by the imposition of their hands. When these apostles were come to Samaria, 
they prayed for these newly-converted men, and then laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. The effect of such a communication 
must have b^n greatly to strengthen the faith of those who had believed. 
If without witnessing miracles they had been led, by the means whicli had 
been employed and by the accompanying gift of the Spirit of God, to become 
the disciples of Jesus Christ — when they witnesi^ed the miracles, which the 
aimstles of Christ were not only able to work thfeiselves, but could give to 
others the power of working, then they must have felt distinctly that Jesus 
was the Son of God, and that His religion was Divine. In the same manner, 
if the apostle Paul should visit these Christians at Kome, who^had been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth by other men, then, communicating to 
them spir^iual gifts, as apostles of Christ, their faith would be established. 
But still more, if he was the means, by his preaching and by his example, of 
leading them more to love the Redeemer, would they be established in the 
religion which they had alread)^ professed. 

Kow this was the apostle’s aim $ and in setting before us the reason for bis 
desire to visit the Christians at Borne, he has taught us what ought to be the 
aim of the ordinary ministry, and what ought to be our desire in this congre- 
gation. There Is, indeed, a vast difference between the apostle and any 
ordinaiy minister of Christ — a difference partly in the supernatural gifts 
which Christ had bestowed upon him, and partly in the superior grace to 
which he had attained ; yet still let us recollect, that the ministry has been 
appointed by Christ. He has called some of His servants to labour in this 
vocation. When we read, in the twentieth chapter of Acts, this address of 
the apostle Paul to the elders of Ephesus — “Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, apd tp all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
oversePra” — these who were ordinary ministers— we learn from that address 
tha^ the miiflstry is of Christ’s appointment— that it is the Holy Ghost who 
calh and who flts mpn to become the ministers of Christ, the pastors of 
His churches. And therefore, as 1 trust that X have been called by Him 
to be His mii^ter, and you have expressed the same feeling and belief, in 
choosing me as your minister by worshipping? in this place, I may hope that 
the B&me blessing which Christ intended His ministers usually to bring to the 
diffet^t ohurcb^, over which He placed them as their respective pastors^ may 
desoefld among us also. 

•Iffov it is clear from the Word of God that He has called His ministers to 
be the oceans of converting sinners ; not the only means — ^perhaps not the 
vchief to be an instrument in His hands of convert^g sinners. 

“ I’aith,*' siiys the apostle, “ compth hy hearing'';” and therefore the preaching 
of His Wor4 tiwi intended to bring sinners to believe. To the Corinthian 
church, agaiu, the apostle says— then is Paul, and whp is ApoUofe, hut 
ministers by whom ye. i>elieved, even as the Lord gave to every man ?” So 
that the ministers whp^i they listened to at CPrinth, were the means of their 
conversion, by the ac^mpanying power of the Holy, Ghost, “ even as the 
Lord gave to every man.” And this, which is incidentally mentioned in 
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these passages, is converted, in tJic epistle to Timothy, into a distinct promise 
to each minister who is watching for that end. “ Take heed to thyself,” says 
the apostle, “ and to the doctrine, for in so doing thou shalt both save thys&f 
and them that hear thee.” So that where ministers of Christ do make this 
the desire of their hearts, the subject of their prayer and watchfulness, they 
may look to be the instruments, in the hands of the Lord himself, of bringing 
those that were perishing, to receive salvation, present happiness, and eternd 
life, at the hands of a gracious God. As God has provided a rich, free and 
full salvation for the guilty, the ignorant and the helpless, and calls a wicked 
world to receive that salvation, so Ho has bidden His ministers to set that 
salvation, by their preaching and by their lives, before cureless and ignorant 
sinners, that they may receive the message of mercy and love. 

But this is not the only object for which Christ has appointed some of His 
servants to minister statedly in His name : the apostle Paul sets before us the 
further intention of the call of Christ to some persons to be His ministers, in 
the fourth chapter of the epistle to the Ephesians, where he uses these words ; 

“ He,” (the ascended Saviour,) “ gave some, apostles ; and some, prophets ; 
and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of 
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” 
The*^** apostles and prophets” have wrought their work ; they have accom- 
plished the intention for which they were raised up by the power of God ; 
and now there remain “ evangelists, pastors and teachers,” for the accomplish- 
ment of that work which is equally to be accomplished and is equally 
necessary in each successive age of mankind. These are “for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” And therefore, if the apostle Paul desired that he might visit the 
Christians at Borne, to the end that they might “ be established,” so every 
rojnister of Christ, who' is become the pastor of any church of Christ, is 
allowed to hope, that he may he the means likewise of edifying that portion of 
the Christian community, and of leading those believers in Jesus to further 
establishment 

We therefore, my brethren, see, however great the disparity between an 
apostle of Christ and one of His ordinary ministers, that it is not presumption 
in any minister of Christ who is desirous to accomplish His will, to hope to 
establish in their faith those among whom he ministers. 

In this view let me offer you some simple remarks on these two points, to 
which this passage directs our attention. 

In the first place, it shows that the object which we all should have in view 
is, that we may be established. Here was a Christian community — many of 
them, perhaps, eminent for their rdigious attainments : the apostle’s wish in 
visiting them was, that they should established. It should, therefore, be 
our wish, that we may be established. The general necessity of such a bless- 
ing, is manifest by the most cursory attention to the familiar language of the 
New Testament respecting it. 

We are called, my brethren, by our Saviour, to ” be perfect, as owt Bather 
which is in heaven is perfect:” and which of us does not now feel that 
we are far from such an attainment ? The apostle Paul, again, in speak- 
ing to the Ephesians, bids us to he ** strong in' the Lord and in the power of 
His might” — not to remain weak Christians, but to obtain spiritual strength. 
When we read the epistle to the Philippians, we find ourselves urged in that 
epistle to become “ blameless and hariidess, the sons of God without rebuke”-^ 
without reproach— whom ne man can reproach — ** in the midst of an evil and 
perverse world,” among whom we are summoned to shine as lights.” And 
again, we find the apostle Peter urging us, when he urged the churches of Asia 
Minor, to “ grow in grace and in the knbwledge of our Lord and Savipiv.” 
Passages like these give us a general idea pf what is intended by the estahtiab- 
ment spoken of in our text. 

We are called to be established ih knowledge. It is possible for those wl^o 
reoo^ze the general doctrines of the Gospel, to remain withouf that compte- 
hensive, experimental, and heart-affecting view of the Gospel, which it is so 
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desirable for each of us to obtain. This kind of knowledge the apostle Paul, 
in his second epistle to the Colossians, terms ** the full assurance of under- 
standing, to the 4icknowledgmGnt of the mystery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Christ.’* Wlien we attain a “ full assurance of understanding,” compre- 
hend the Gospel of Christ so completely that we see its adaptation to all our 
wants, it becomes its own evidence, it gitres us a perfect assurance that it is 
from God ; doubt vanisltes, the heart and the mind are both at rest, and the 
Christian is then able, without a shadow of doubt upon his spirit, to acknow- 
ledge the great truth “ of God and of the Father and of Christ to see in it 
one revealed God the Father, and Ilis eternal Son Jesus our Saviour, incarnate 
to accomplish our redemption, and by the Spirit of God to make ua holy and 
happy in time and eternity. This the apostle terms being established. 

He speaks, in the same epistle, of the Christiana at Colosse “ continuing in 
the faith, grounded and settled.” To be established in the faith depends upon 
this “ full assurance of understanding,” this experimental acquaintance with 
the Gospel of Christ, this knowledge of it, taught not by reflection merely, but 
by (wod himself ; and those are “ settled and grounded in tlie faith,” whom God 
himself thus teaches. The text before us leads us earnestly to desire, that we 
may thus ourselves be ” established in the faith that we may not sometimes 
feel that we can wefcome the Gospel, but welcome it day by day — not iorne- 
times feel that we have a doubt or hesitation respecting it, but day by day re- 
joice in those truths which we have ascertained — day by day be able to say, 
“ Christ is our Saviour, and God otir Father, and heaven our home and thus 
to be “ grounded and settled in the faith not moved from the hope which 
we have welcomed — not sometimes letting it go, and seeming to be tossed 
about in an ocean of doubt and misery, but still steadily steering towards our 
everlasting liorae, and seeing its glorious prospect brightening upon our view 
as we advance. 

Further : if grounded and settled in the faith,” we are called by the apos- 
tle Paul to be established in holiness, as you may see in the third chapter of 
the first epistle to the Thessalonians, where he makes this prayer for them — 
** The Lord make you to Increase and abound in love one tow'ard another, and 
toward all men, even as we do toward you : to the end He may establish your 
hearts unblamable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the conning of 
our Lord Jesus Christ w ith all His saints in other words, that He might 
make them holy,' unblamable in holiness, completely holy, and preserve them 
in this state till the day when they shall stand before the judgment-seat of a 
returning Saviour. Our text, then, leads us to wish, that we should thus be 
established in holiness, that we should get a fixed abhorrence of evil— not as 
the result merely of meditation or prayer, for one happy hour feel that we 
should wish to be conformed to God, and be afraid of sin, and dread tempta- 
tion — ^but a habit, day by day, and throughout the day, wherever we may be, 
and in whatever we may engage, still to have this established holiness, the 
hatred of evil and the love of good for its owa sake — the love of whatever is 
conformed to the will of God, a delight in the purity of God himself, and a wish 
to be like God, and like those holy beings who minister to Him perpetually. 

As a result of this progress in holiness, which is so essential to the Christian 
character — the hatred of sin and the love of goodness — the apostle calls us, in 
another passage, to be established in all those external habits which flow from 
it : for thus he prayed for the same Thessajonian church — “ Now our Lord 
Jbsus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and 
hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort 
your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work.” The holiness 
of the Christian’s heart must be manifest in his conversation and his daily 
habits of conduct; and our text therefore calls us to be ** established in every 
good word and work,” as we are established in holiness — ^that all the conver- 
sation which becomes Christians, and all the conduct which our fellow-Chris- 
tiaus may fairly expect from us, may be manifested in us day by day — that 
we may liot be inconsistent, sometimes speaking and acting as though we were 
not the disciples of Christ, and at oth^s as though it were by some difficult 
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effort, for a few hours or a few days acting consistently — ^but continually to be 
“ established in every good word and work,” according to the Gospel rule and 
through the influence of the Spirit of grace. 

Now this is set before us, in our text, as our aim— as the end which we 
ought to have in view for ourselves individually, and which each .of us ought 
to desire to realise, — that we may be established. It is a melancholy thing to 
remain year after year weak Christians ; for those who are weak, have very 
little enjoyment in the Christian life. They cannot lay hold on the promises 
of God ; they are continually tossed about by various doubts. They fear 
sometimes for their everlasting condition : and^ meanwhile they can derive 
little advantage from the means of grace. They read, they pray, and they 
hear with little improvement ; and this, again, reacts upon their spirits and 
makes them sad ; and then, instead of doing good to their fellow-Christians 
they do them manifestly harm. If a Christian is inconsistent — if he is sad- 
dened by doubt, if he has no joyful anticipation of the presence of his Lord, 
and of his glory and rest in heaven after his work on earth, — then others are 
little attracted, by any conversation or any example of his, towards the Gospel 
which he rather misrepresents ; while, on the other hand, those who become 
established in religion — established in “ knowledge,” in “ faith,” in ** holiness,” 
and in “ every good word and work,” do honour and glorify their Lord, are 
perpetually doing good in the w'orld, and enjoy that peace of mind, under all 
possible vicissitudes, which Christ has left to His disciples, and loves to pour 
into their hearts, and by whicli they may “ walk worthy of their high voca- 
tion,” as the adopted children of God and the joyful heirs of glory. Hence it 
should be our aim. You should seek to be established, add I should seek to 
be established. We have to become “ strong in the Lord that we may ulti- 
mately become “ perfect, even as our Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

But next let us notice, from this text, the means which may be employed to 
further that object. 

It is God himself, we should never forget, who, as He is the author of con- 
version, is also the source of the establishment of Ills ^ople. The passages I 
have already cited, and several others, direct our attention mainly to this point. 
It is God who must establish His people; it is the grace of God that must 
make the weak believer strong ; it is the direct effect of the Spirit of God, that 
you and I, as a church of Christ, should improve — that we should become more 
pious, more devoted to His will, increasing in experimental knowledge of His 
truth, becoming more holy in heart, and more consistent in our life and con- 
versation. It must be His own work — He must do it for us. If we love Him 
at all. He has given us that love to Him ; He has taken away the enmity of our 
hearts. He has taught us to believe. If we have welcomed the Gospel again 
and again, it is because He has led us to welcome it, because He removed the 
enmity of our proud hearts. And if He has laid the foundation of spirituality 
within us, He must raise the superstructure Himself, until He has made each 
one a temple worthy of His ow^ dwelling. 

But at the same time, in this, as in as many other particulars, the language 
of the Word of God is perfectly explicit, as to the part which men should take 
in the same. While, therefore, it is frequently a matter, of prayer to the 
apostle, that the churches might be ** established in the faith,” this is no less 
the subject of repeated exhortatidns to them. Thus, to mention only one in- 
stance — that in the first epistle to the Corinthians — (and there are several others 
which you will remember) — the apostle says to them — Be ye stedfast, un^ 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” “ Be ye stedfast” They are not 
to wait till the blessing is bestowed, as though they had nothing to do — ^inertly, 
passively ; “ be ye stedfast” — ‘ take care that you grow in every consistent 
Christian habit,* is the language of the apostle to the Corinthians. And there- 
fore it is to be fastened on our minds, as a positive duty to which we are called 
by God, as well as an immense benefit to be derived irom its exert^e. That 
is, while we are using the prescribed means, we may look to Him for His 
needful blessing ; and the grace of Gk>d co-operates with the energy and 
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cani^tness to which He brings His people, by which they may grow in grace 
and m the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour. 

Wc are therefore called to read His Word with care ; to pray to Him in 
secret and in our fellies ; to watch over our daily habits j not to run into 
any known. temptation ; to be aware of our own inlirmities, and watchful 
^amst whatever might increase them ; daily to strengliten every good 
disposition ; to w'elcome Christian conversation, wherever we may have it ; 
to watch and to. imitate the highest examples within our reach 5 and to use 
whatever means our circumstances direct us to, for the advancement of 
religion in our hearts. 

And among these means which God has provided, and to which our own 
experience may direct us, the use of the ministry of the Gospel is one. It is 
perhaps a less important mean of improvement than it once was, because 
when Christians did not possess the Scriptures, and the manuscripts of the 
Word of God were with such didSLculty and at such cost multiplied, there wore 
not the separate means of instcnction wliich there now are ; besides which, 
thank God, the various useful and heart^stirring books of religion in our 
language are most effective in promoting the spiritual welfare of those who 
use them pight. And thus each parent, each master, may become a minister 
of Christ in his own family, may preach Christ to his own household, and to 
his own heart. Yet still, as ministers have been appointed by Christ to the 
end, as a separate order from Him, wc should be undiitiful to Ilim, to suppose 
that no benefit maybe derived from their instrumentality. If only they are 
qualified, as He intends — if only they seek from Him the grace which lie does 
not refuse— they likewise may be instrumental in the building up of their 
fellow-Christians. Our Lord intimated this to us, when He said to His fallen 
disciple Peter — “When thou art converted” — brought back again from his 
grievous fall, and once more established in his faith, — “ when thou art conver- 
ted, strengliten thy bmthren.” Then, it is obvious, his experience, humility, 
eari^stness, and gratitude might enable him to promote the welfare of those 
Christiana,, with whom he associated. And even inferior men might be so 
employed. In the first epistle to the Thessalonians and the third chapter, the 
apostle Paul thus speaks of his companion Timothy, whom in the various 
churches he employed to communicate the information and to impress the 
habits which he desired : “ Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we 
thought it good to be left at Athens ; and sent Timotheus, our brother and 
minister of God, and our fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ, to establish 
yoi^ and to comfort you concerning your faith.” The intention, then, for 
which Timothy was sent to that church at Thessalonica, was that he miglit 
establish them. Ilis own personal piety, his large experience of the progress 
of the Gospel, his acquaintance with its truths, his recollections of the in- 
structions of the apostle Paul, with whom he had long travelled, his earnest 
charity towards their souls, would enable him, as an instriiment in the hand 
of God, to build them up in faith, in holiness, and in all Christian conduct ; 
and therefore he was sent by the apostle Paul to visit them. Now that which 
Timothy might bo the means of effecting at Thessalonica, may any minister 
of Christ, with the blessing of God and by the aid of His Spirit, be the means 
of eflfecting likewise, in the people among whom he ministers ; and it does not 
seem presumptuous, therefore, to desire earnestly from God, that those who 
'minister anioug you may, in concurrence with other means, be iostrumental 
in establishing you in faith and holiness, and in every good word and work. 

Let me, then, my dear brethren, beseech you, while we are entering upon 
what I may call another ministeri^ year, after our brief separation — ^let me 
beseech you to set this before you, as the end you have in view as a bo<ly of 
Christians. May those who have received tlie truth, set it before them as one 
reason why they come to this house of prayer, why they associate with other 
Christians here, why they consent to pla^ themselves in connexion with me as 
their minister,— that they may be established in knowledge, in faith, in 
holiness, and in aljl Christian conduct Seek it from God, as directly His gift ; 
and remember that God can do it, and no one else, and that unless* He put 
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forth Ills mighty power, at the close of another year you will bo as little 
instructed in the truth, as weak in faith, as deheient in holiness, and as incoti> 
sistent in conduct, as at any time of your Christian profession you may regret 
to have been. There is no growth in grace, there is no strength to be attained, 
except it be directly God’s gift. And if we honour the Spirit of God, as the 
sole agent by whom it can be accomplished, cmr God and T'atheT will not 
refuse it to us. 

But then, let me beseech you to remember, that it is God’s method to bless 
His people by summoning aU their powers into activity, and by makin g thorn 
as earnest and as assiduous in seeking spiritual blessings, as they arc in any 
temporal pursuit whatever ; and if you hare any earnestness, any decision, 
any activity, any promptitude, any cour^, in prosecuting any earthly avo-^ 
cation or common business, try the sincerity of your i^irits by seeing whether 
that earnestness, decision, activity, promptitudOf perseverance, and coura^jb, 
ore manifest in seeking your spiritual progress daily. 

And dnally, my brethren, though I cannot enlarge upon this point, let me 
remind you how often the apostle Paul sought the prayers of his fellow 
Christians — first, that he might open his mouth boldly, in proclaiming the 
Gospel, of whicli he was appointed a minister, and sccon&y, that the Word of 
the Lord,” as preached by him, might have “ free course and be glorified.” 
I entreat you to do for me, as your minister, this benefit too. 

First, though the freedom of our happy kingdom, and the progress of light 
and of law in this land has rendered the boldness of a minister of Christ less 
needful than it once was— or rather, I should say, the same unveiled, clear, 
open statement of the Gospel may be made now, without the boldness which 
was required then, — ^yet still there are other qualities not less necessary — 
earnestness, sincerity, sympathy with others, charity for the souls of those 
that are perishing, delight in the progress of tlie work of God among Chris- 
tians, to see His people growing in everything that is praiseworthy and 
honourable to the Saviour. All this is needed in a minister who would fulfil 
the work of Christ, 

And then, after all, it is not any qualification in the ministet^ which can 
secure that progress in the church of Christ ; God alone can glorify His Word, 
and make it the means of converting some, and of building up others in the 
truth. Fray, therefore, that His Word may be eminently glorified among us. 
It is my earnest desire, most simply to expound to you the Word of God ; it is 
my earnest wish for you, that you may by your own independent search, 
become greatly acquainted with the Word of God— that you may have an 
abundant knowledge of the Word of God, and may be able to sustain every 
leading opinion that you have, by a direct and unequivocal reference to the 
meaning of God’s Word. I believe that our progress depends very much upon 
our coming, by these means, to an accurate acquaintance with what God lias 
said to us — so that it may not be by the teaching of man, but by the teaching 
of God, that the whole of the truths of the Gospel arc brought before our minds. 
And then may we together communicate the knowledge of His will to others, 
andbe the blessed instruments in His hands of making known the Gospel which 
cheers and sanctifies us. 

But while we seek this progress in true religion, whigh I hope will be set 
before the minds of all in this congregation who love Goi all who are con- 
verted by Ilis grace, never failing to make all past attainments the pound of 
further improvement, then, my brethren, let us not forpt how clearly the 
apostle, in the name of Christ, has commanded us to combine with our suppli- 
cation for further blessing, our thankfulness for the mercies which are past. 

“ Be careful for nothing,” he says, “but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God.” 

“ With thanksgiving,” therefore, let us each supplicate for further progress. 
Let us bless Him, above all, for Christ, for spiritual mercies through Christ, 
for our acquaintance with the Gospel, for the subjuption of our heart and 
will, in any measure to God, as “ our reasonable service.” And then let us 
/bless Him for every day’s mercies — ^for every temporal blessing, throughout 
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every day. And on this day let us unite our hearts with so manv of our 
Christian brethren, in thanking Him for the providential favours which He 
bestows upon this sinful world. Not only has our own country reaped an 
abundant harvest, but His bpuntiful hand is manifest aU through Europe. In 
various countfies has the earth poured forth its treasures ; though the nations 
forget Him, though they praise Him not for His mercy, though Christ is 
disowned, though the great redemption which is provided for sinners is 
derided, rejectee^ refused, still our infinitely gracious God has been pouring out 
upon Europe the blessings of His providence, and again wooing an ungrateful 
race to love Him and to serve Him ; and therefore let us bless Him for it. 
And when we think that Italy, and France, and Germany, and Switzerland, 
are all abipidantly provided, together with England and Scotland and Ireland, 
with these bounties of God’s i^ovidence, let us think of Him as the best of 
all beings, whose infinite loving-kindness and bounty are beyond all praise. 

And since we are called tl^ day to praise Him, it is my duty to give 
you the opportunity of contributing towards the object mentioned in the Royal 
Letter, though I regret to say, the shortness^of the time since my return does 
not enable me to state on what grounds that request is to be made, what arc 
t^ peculiar needs to which our attention is summoned, or in what way the 
money collected is to be applied. 
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Being the Day appointed for a General Thanksgiving for the lah^ abundant Harvest. 


“/ he glad and rtgoice in Thy mercy: for Thou hast considered my trouble; 
Thou hast known my som in adversities** — xxxi. 7. 

When the apostle was preaching his farewell sermon to the churcjh of 
Ephesus, and while the weeping elders were preparing to kneel down with him 
on the shore, he entreated uiem, as the last piece of advice which by word ho 
should ever give to them, to “ remember those words of the Lord Jesus, how 
He said. It is more blessed to give than to receive.” We are not told on what 
occasion our blessed Lord gave expression to this sentiment, nor in what way 
lie intended the rule to be applied, but it seems to admit of application in many 
ways. Whether God or man be regarded as the object of it, all experience and all 
philosophy will be found to prove the axiom true. Thus, applying the rule to 
our dealings with our fellow-creatures, “ it is more bless^ to give than to 
receive,” because, in the very act of giving from a right motive, we do a moral 
good to ourselves ; we weaken the power of the selfish principle within us, and, 
by emptying ourselves of a few of the poor gifts of earth, wo make more 
room for the heart to receive the choice gifts of Heaven. Whilst, if God be 
considered as the object of the Saviour’s precept, ** it is more blessed to give 
than to receive” mercies ; to fill heaven with praises than to fill our garners 
with all manner of store ; to yield back. to the universal Parent the thank- 
offerings of righteousness, than to h%ve our responsibilites increased by having 
more seed to water and more talents to improve. 

Yet, who knows not how greatly we all err herein ? We all give in praise 
far less than we receive in benefits, and are more willing to imitate the 
firetfulness of Jacob, exclaiming, ‘*A11 these things are against me,” than to 
discover matter for the grateful language of David, “I will bo glad and 
rejoice in Thy mercy : for Thou, hast considered my trouble j Thou hast 
known my soul in adversities.” 

We are not told on what occasion David wrote the psalm from which our 
text is taken. It was probably written during the period when he was suffering 
from the persecuting hatred of Saul ; and there are some passages in the 
psalm^ which would seem to agree well with the circumstances of his deliver- 
ance in the wilderness of Maon, when Saul marched up one side of the hill 
while David was making his wa^ up the other. But to which ever of these 
hair-breadth esci^s the composition be referred, we cannot fail to be struck 
with that beautiful blending of prayer and praise, of tales of danger and songs 
of deliverance, of strong temptations and stronger confidence, which will ever 
make this psalm a model of strong faith in the time of adversity, and lively 
gratitude in the day of deliverance. 
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The psalmist begins with a humble hope ; he then proceeds with a rejoicing 
confidence; and he ends with a triumphant assurance that.God will strengthen 
the hearts of all them that hope in His Word. 

In the passage which I hive read to you, we meet the psalmist in the second 
stage of which I have spoken, that of spiritual confidence, where, in grateful 
remembrance of his recent deliverance, he exclaims, “ I will bo glad and rejoice 
in Thy mercy ; for Thou hast considered my trouble ; Thou hast known my 
soul in adversities.** 

Such language has an obvious suitableness to the present occasion. We are 
called upon to mark this day by a solemn and grateful recognition of God’s 
recent mercies to us in having “ considered our souls in adversity,” and, in 
answer to a nation’s prayers, having “given and preserved to our use the kindly 
fruits of the earth.” I could, indeed, nave wished that the grateful feelinp of 
the nation had been so strongly manifested, that our rulers would not have 
been content with requiring of us this cheap Sunday gratitude. I would that 
they hod felt that they should be doing but pbor justice to our sense of a groat 
mercy, in calling upon ns to ofter unto God (hat which costs us nothing, to give 
unto Him a day which we could not, if we would, give to our pleasures or our 
gains. Nay, f cannot but hope, even yet, that they do us a great, though 
unintended, wrong ;%[at, though there be some ingratc spirits in the land who 
would murmur at what they would consider a day’s loss, yet that the real stay 
of the nation, the “ saving health of the nation,” the Nehemiahs, and Ezras, 
and Aarons, who, standing between the living and the dead, avert our nation’s 
plagues, are numerous enough to have justified the government in disregarding 
the murmurings of Demetrius and his craftsmen, and sanctifying a week day in 
gratitude to the Lord. Still, in intention, 1 am sure our rulershave acted rightly, 
and it should be ours to mark the day by all the distinctness in our power. 
We are creatures of sense, and wo require sensible indications to distinguish 
one day from another — nay, to make it palpable even to ourselves that we do 
distinguish. Besides, therefore, the desire to realise, with more than common 
gratemnesa, the presence of Him who hath “ considered our souls in adversity,” 
1 would advise you to distinguish the day — ^yourselves and your households — 
by an observed carefulness to redeem morb time than usual for eternity 
on this day. With regard to your households, it is not easy perhaps- to give 
the day any peculiar marks. Accustomed on every Lord’s day to spare your 
domestics all the trouble you can, you may not be able to do more to-day. Still 
it is something for you to avow, and for them to see, that you wish to give them 
all the time to themselves that you possibly can ; that you are desirous, where 
practicable, to allow all your servants the opportunity of a double attendance 
at the sanctuary ; while if to this you could add some special exhortations at 
your family service, or append thereto the reading of some appropriate tract, 
or propose a collection of thank-offerings tl^oughout the household, to be given 
to our own necessitous poor, you would at least show your own mindfulness of 
a great deliverance, and your wish that your servants should be mindful also. 
From communion on this day none should be absent who are accustomed in this 
way to commomorate mercies. If we “ bind the sacrifice” to our hearts, we 
should bind it to “ the horns of the altar.” 

With regard to the immediate occasion of this national act, it is not needful 
that 1 should speak at any length. For many months a great portion of our 
land was the^scene of an awful visitation from God. A withering and far- 
reaching blight had eaten up much of the fruits of the earth i disease and pes- 
tilence iollowed, with wild and wasting havoc ; and throughout every cottage 
in our land were felt the pinchings of dearth and scarcity. We resolved to hum- 
ble ourselves for these things ; for they were of God, we knew, and by us deserved 
most righteously*. Despite, therefore, the taunts of the infidel, and tlie reproaches 
of a money-loving world, we took a day from our gains and debated it to humi- 
liation and fasting and prayer. The arrival of this day was^ooked for most 
anxiously. I think wo all bad our misgivings whether there was amo^ us faith 
enough, and love enough, and truth and piety enough, to observe this day de- 
voutly. On looking back to my own feelings, I find myself on that morning 
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iMldroBBiug this language to you:— “ We meet on an occasion of deep solemnity. 
Intelligences of the highest order will watch over our present proceedings with 
interest For good or for evil, this day must form an era in our moral history 
— a clue to the religious mind of the nation, it may be the arbiter of its hituro 
destinies. One is almost bewildered with the complication of issues suspended 
on the devout observance of this day, or the infidel neglect; of it. Though it be 
not ours to know the result, the occasion will supply a searching test of our 
Bible principles, our Gospel courage, our closet habits, our practice of self- 
denial, our real sympathies in regard to the sufiering of our iellow-crcatures, 
and our habitual roco^ition of the moral control of God. Interests varied 
and powerful will combine to thwart the moral benefits desiraed for us by this 
act of national humiliation. Infidelity, and selfishness, and gain ; £dom, and 
Ammon, and Amalek ; the politician, the shopkeeper, and the misled and short- 
sighted artisan, would all find better expedients for arresting the scourge of the 
Almighty, than that which oftirao saved Israel from their foes, and from 
penitent Nineveh averted the upipypted stroke of Heaven.” Such was my lan- 
guage then. I admit there is in it much of painful misgiving, — more than the 
event justified ; for never, perhaps, was a day observed with more universal 
expressions of outward humiliation. But, then, how wonderfully and how gra- 
ciously hath the predicted benefit referred to in this lanjaage been fulfilled — 
fulfilled, as we may not scruple to aver, in testimony of tho Divine approval of 
this public act, and in answer to a nation’s prayers ! I hope and trust, there- 
fore, that on tliis occasion, the heart of the whole nation, as the heart of one 
man, will render thanks to the God of heaven ; that each one among us will be 
penetrated with a sense of unmerited mercies, in spirit and in truth taking up 
tlie words of our text, “ I will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy ; for Thou 
hast considered my trouble *, Thou hast known my soul in adversities.” 

Taking it for granted, therefore, that I need say no more upon the general 
proposition, that a rewarded act of national humiliation ought to be followed 
by a public act of national praise, I shall proceed to consider the text as adapted 
to our experience of God’s loving-kindness towards us, whether in our deliver- 
ances from national or individual calamities. 

And the first lesson to be gathelred from the text is, that the souls of all God’s 
people must have their day of adversity. “Thou hast known my soul in 
adversities.” This, indeed, would follow from the universal methods by 
which God governs and upholds the world. The present life, as you know, 
is not a state of retribution, or a place where God professes to discriminate 
visibly between good men and bad; and, therefore, all national visitations 
must be inflicted according to a general law. If God “ make His sun to shine 
on the just and on the unjust,” vi^at shall forbid His judgments from alighting 
both on the evil and on the good ? Such was inevitably the case during that 
protracted visitation for deliverance from which we now bless and praise God. 
Without any bold prying into the councils of Heaven, we may not hesitate 
to affirm, that it was for our national impieties — our covetousness, our Sab- 
bath-breaking, our luxurious living, our neglect of our fellow-creatures* souls, 
that the judgments of God were abroad in the earth. And yet on how many 
did these fall who in the sins that provoked them had not the smallest share ! 
How was the infant of days cut on-— by a short road transported to an unsin- 
ning and unsorrowing world ! How many Christian visitors were cut offi 
whom no necessity, save that law of love which is of itself a necessity, 
attracted to the death-bed scene ! How mauy a minister of God was taken 
away, breaking his bread to the hungry, and speaking words of life to the 
dying ! — all as if to testify that neither adversity nor death hath a commission 
to pass by the door of a righteous man. And this principle has been observ- 
able in the method of God’s dealings^ with His church in every age. Although 
** the King’s daughter be all glorious' within,” and “ her clothing be 
of wrought gold,” yet the name by which she is known in heaven m 
“ afilicteu, tossi^d with tempests, and not comforted.” The way to Canaan lay 
through a howling wilderness, and the way to heaven lies through the porch 
of sorrow. It is not because we stand highly in God’s favour, that therefore 
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we have the less need for His correcting discipline. When ** the whole crea- 
tion groaneth together,” as the apostle says, God*8 children must bear their 
part in the mournful concert ; and it is no proof that their Father does not 
love them, even though their groans were the loudest. Reason would not, 
perhaps, lead us to an opposite conclusion ; for we prune the vines while we 


let the brambles grow, and we apply the rod of chastisement to a hopeful son, 
wj^ile the hardened and disobement are left to their own devices. Besides, it 
was to be expected beforehand that godly people should have the larger share 
of troubles ; for they have to bear corrections from two quarters at the same 
time. The world corrects, or persecutes, them, because they are too good ; 
and God corrects, or chastens, them, because they are not good enough. 
Neither does a wise man regard these two kinds of correction at all differently. 
To him the one is just as much a medicine to the soul as the other ; for he 
remembers that the world itself is but a whip in God’s hand : its every stripe 
is numbered ; and, however much “ the heathen may rage together, and the 
people imagine a vain thing,” yet he feels that there is One seated between 
the cherubim to tie up their passions, and, the moment they become too violent 
for His salutary purposes, to “ restrain the remainder” of their wmth. Let 
us not “ think itvstrange,” then, brethren, “ concerning the fiery trial” which 
hath “ tried” us, an4 may try us again, “ as though some strange thing hap- 
pened unto us,” but rather let us argue on every visitation of God, ‘Asa 
nation we deserve His chastisement, and as a church we shall be sanctified by 
it.’ Large legacies pay large duties ; and all the sufferings of this present 
time will be a rent-charge too inappreciable for reckoning in the future por- 
tion of the church of GcSl. Besides, we must remember ’that we were signed 


with the sign of the cross in our baptism ; and this was not only a token that 
we should profess Christ, but that we should fight for Him and suffer with 
Him, accompanying Him through all the dangers of the strait and narrow 
way. The soldier who enters into the ranks with a view to active service 
must expect to endure hardship ; and the mariner who enters upon a long 
voyage must lay his account wi^ gales and storms. And this applies to all 
calamities, whetner of a national, of a family, or of an individual character. 
We have all need to look suspiciously on faar^^weather Christianity. A long 
continuance of bright and halcyon days always bodeth ill, and sometimes 
bringeth ill, to the soul ; and it is time tor us to investigate anew the titles of 
our family inheritance, when we find ourselves exempt from that corrective 
discipline, of which all are partakers on whom God has bestowed the names of 
sons and daughters. “ If any man will come after Me,” saith our Lord, “ let 
him deny himself^ and take up his cross daily.” “ All who will live godly 
in Christ Jesus,” saith another Scripture, “must suffer persecution;’’ and 
though this may come in various forms, and though the cross be that which 
our Master hath laid upon us, it is the standing law of heaven that if there be 
no cross, there shall be no crown ; if no pruning, no fi’uit ; if no discipline in 
earth’s scene of sorrow, no attaining to the inheritance, or rest, of heaven. 
Of individual calamities, indeed, the forms are manifold. Death may take 


away from you a beloved Absalom, or Chaldeans may destroy your goods ; an 
angry fever may smite yourselves, or the bright flower of nope and promise 
may fade away, as a ^urd, in the night ; infidels may laugh away your con- 
fidence, or prejudiced Fharoahs bo found to 


“ Rob you of that which not enriches them, 
And makes you poor indeed.” 


Happy and prosperous, therefore, as may be your present circumstances, it is 
no unsuitable admonition to be forced upon you on a day of thanksgiving, that, 
under one form or another, you will have to encounter adversities, and there- 
fore it will be your wisdom to look for them, to expect them, to keep your souls 
in such an attitude as that you may be always prepared to receive them. 

Brethren, we call ourselves, and we are, a great nation, “ Our merchants are 
princes, and our traffickers are the honourable of the earth,” But look abroad 
— for we cannot forget, in our rejoicing, that we have cause for much heaviness 



THE CIimSTIAN USES OP NATIONAL AND INDIVIDUAL CHASTISEMENT. 325 

of spirit — look abroad, I say, and tell us what mean those words inscribed by 
some invisible hand on the walls of our commercial palaces ? What means it, 
that every ship which either approaches or leaves our shores, is freighted so 
heavily with the burden of sad and dismal tidings ? What sound is that which 
speaks to us while the foundations of commercial confidence are heard giving 
way, burying in its ruins men whose wealth was thought to put them as far 
beyond the reach of calamity as true integrity had placed them above suspicion 
and reproach ? Brethren, the voice is one, the warning is one ; they declare to 
every one that is among us, Ye know not what a day may bring forth. 
Death is a certain thing; judgment is a certain thing; a good hope for the faith- 
ful in Christ Jesus, and no hope for them that reiect Him, are certain things ; 
besides these, ye know not that there are any other ; the rest are shifting as 
the sand, changeful as a summer cloud — ay, to use an image more transient 
and fleeting still, unstable as commercial greatness. Learn then, brethren, in 
your day of adversity, and sorrow, and change, to have your hopes there 
surely fixed, where time joys are to be'found. If you are building a house, 
you build it for all weathers. You know that the winds will blow and the 
ruins will beat against it, and you compact all its joints and parts accordingly. 
Use the same precautions with regard to the house of the soulte earthly taber- 
nacle. Not only strengthen the most weak and exposed ]^rt8, the parts where 
the keen blasts of temptation would be likely to penetrate the soonest, but also 
take care to provide and lay in a large store of spiritual comforts for the day of 
adversity, that when the rain is beating upon the roof, there may bo joy and 
peace in the dwelling ; when the sun is darkened above you, you may have a 
brighter sun within you ; in a word, that “ as the sufferings of Christ abound 
in you, so your consolations by Christ may yet more abound.” 

But a S€*eond reflection suggested by our text is, that whatever our troubles 
may be, there is One to consider our calamities and to know how long we can 
bear them. “ Thou hast considered and known my soul in adversities.” Afflic- 
tion often appears to move both God and man ; it moves God to consider man’s 
infirmities, and it moves man to consider his own soul. God is considering 
when He “ stayeth the rough wind and man is considering when the keen- 
ness of the ** east wind” makes him go humbly to his God. The Lord is not 
confined to ** the still small voice,” though He often speaks through it. He 
can, if He will, employ the tones of the whirlwind ; and if these awake us not. 
He will leave us in the midst of the mighty desolation, saying, “ I will go and 
return to My place, till they acknowledge their offence and seek My face ; 
in their affliction they will seek Me early.” Behold, then, why we “ count 
them happy which endure” — because endurance has a tendency to bring God 
and the sinner together. Prosperity, health, and comfort too often form a 
great gulf betwixt us and God — a ^f which must either be crossed by a 
bridge of sighs, or else filled up with the fragments of those earthly idols which 
our hearts had worshipped instead of God. And when the poor sinner is thus 
brought unto God, the first petition he prefers is, * Lord, consider my afflic- 
tion ; look upon my distress ; let Thine eye fasten itself upon my misery and 
pain.* For his faith tells him all will be well, if God can be brought to take 
notice of his low estate — if he can but so draw the regards of Heaven towards 
himself; that God would “consider his trouble” and “ know his soul in adver- 
sities.” Know it, indeed, our Father does, far better than we can t|ll Him; 
but then it is by putting God in mind of our afflicted condition, that we put 
ourselves in mind of His many promises to deliver us. Our faith in the Bivmo 
promises warms and brightens by the very earnestness with which we plead them; 
we move God to pity, by moving ourselves to feel that we need pity, and are 
enabled to draw mgh to God, by the very act of asking God to “draw nigh to us.” 

Fear not, then, to show God your distresses, for it is in looking at these, and 
in suffering these, that Scripture represents one of the chief employments of 
His ubiquity : « The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout tbewhole earth.” 
You have done muchj therefore, whenever, by a diligent seeking after God, 
you have brought Him to take notice of your sorrow, to consider your adver- 
sity, to fix his eyes upon you, as Peter did upon the lame man at the beautiful 
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gate of the temple, only taking care that, like the lame man, you show that you 
expect to receive something from Him whose attention you have arrested : for 
otWwise even Omnipotence itself cannot help you. Christ could not do any 
mighty work in Nazareth, we are told, because of the people’s unbelief. But, 
this obstacle not hindering, to have our adversity seen is to have it relieved. 
One look from God saves us. ** I have seen, I mve seen the affliction of My 
people which is in Egypt, and have heard their groaning.” And what then ? 

am come down to deliver them.” Ye will do well, then, brethren, to ask of 
God to consider your adversity,” Many never knew the depths of their own 
misery till they were calling upon God to remove it ; and it was by uncovering 
their plague-spots to His eye, that these spots first became visible to their own. 
They bec^e acquainted with their sinfulness by confessing it, and by bringing 
God to consider their misery they brought themselves to consider its cause. 

The third and last lesson suggested by our text — and one well suited to this 
day of thanksgiving — is, that our heavenly Father’s consideration of the trou- 
bles of His people should supply us with matter for joy and praise. I will be 
glad and rejoice in Thy mercy.” We are all more forward to ask for blessings 
than we are to render God thanks when we have received them, Ten lepers 
would ask the Saviour for health, but one alone returned to thank Him for it. 
A day could be tak^n from our labours to humble ourselves under a scourge, 
but a day could not be aflforded to return thanks for our deliverance. Brethren, 
this backwardness in thanksgiving ought not so to be. We are hastening to a 
world where praise is all we shall have to do, and it surely were but fitting 
that we should begin our rehearsal now. Here we can forbear, and hope, and 
believe, and pray j but what room will there be for such like works in heaven ? 
— for patience where suffering comes not, for faith where all is sight, for hope 
where 

** Bliss immortal reigns/' 

for prayer where the souls of the righteous are supplied from an eternal well- 
spring, even that “ River of life,” which “ proceedeth out of the throne of 
God?” 

Let us not, then, think that a wearisome task here, which, in the world to 
come, will be our sole employment David found it “ a joyful and a pleasant 
thing” to be thankful ; and if i||b do not find it so too, it is because we do not 
resort to it oftener. We suffer our heart to get out of tune instead of making it 
vocal with remembered mercies, by thanksgiving and the voice of melody. Let 
us not say we have nothing to be thankful for. Not only as a nation have wc 
mercies, which as much distinguish us from other nations as the Jews w^ere 
distinguished from surrounding Ganaanites ; not only are we spared untold 
and unmeasured calamities, through our late abundant harvest ; but, over and 
above all this, every household hath its cause for praise. The day hath never 
yet dawned upon us, which brought not a mercy wlp^t brought us light. 

“New meroles each returning day 
Hover around us when we pray ; 

New perils past, new sins forgiv’n, 

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heav'n.” 

Oh ! brethren, only let your hearts be ready to praise, and God’s hand will be 
open tofbless. Cherish that habit of the soul which loves to count its mercies 
over, which is ever raising some new Ebenezer to tell where God hath been, 
some^ain avoided, some snare esca^d, some angel wrestled with from morning 
till night. like David’s, let your harp be always ready ; like the vestal fire, 
let your heart be always burning ; so that in “ time of tribulation” as well as 
in “ time of wealth,” you may have reason to say, “ I will be glad and rejoice 
in Thy mercy | for Thou hast considered my trouble, Thou hast known my 
•soul in adversities.” 

Yes, my brethreu, if you will but keep your hearts in readiness for such 
employments, even in the night of adversity God your Maker will give you 
many songs-i for He will teach you to feel, that do whatever He will, or with- 
hold whatever He will, He cannot mean to act unkindly by you. It is good- 
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ness if He give you >ught ; if He take it away, it is goodness still. The 
emptiest cup God ever gave His people, was even then hrira-fuU 6f love. But 
to perceive this, depends more upon the palate than upon the contents of the 
cup. The entire stream of God’s providences takes its tinge and liue from the 
scenes it has to pass through ; hearts may make it, from their own colour, either 
to reflect the blue light of heaven, or to frown the blasts of an everlasting storm. 

Come, then, brethren, to the table of holy blessing; and come in that happy 
frame of mind in which, in all that has j^fallen you, you shall see the Lord 
God, and trace the love of Heaven. They are not national mercies only, 
for which we should “ rejoice and be glad,” though these be great, signal, 
and undeserved. But 1 would that your hearts were stirred up this day 
with a consideration of personal mercies. Is time for repentance given 
you ? It is “ of the lird’s mercy that you are not consumed.” Does 
God punish you for the long rejection of His mercy by withholding from you 
some of Ills kindest tokens ? Say with Ezra, “ Thou, O God, hast punished 
us far less than our iniquities have deserved.” Are you bearing to our table 
the recollection of some answered prayer ? Say, “ I love the Lord, for Ho 
hath heard the voice of my supplication ; Thou hast dealt well with Thy ser- 
vant according to Thy Word.” Have you been, as yet, preserved in your com- 
mercial relations ? Have you seen “ hundreds fall at your side” and “ great 
men at your right hand,” and yet the plague “ has not come nigh you ?” Say, 
“ This is the Lord’s doing “ Lord, of Thine own do I now give unto 
Thee.” Or, lastly, hath God now laid His chastisement upon you ? yet may 
you still rejoice. Meekly and trustfully borne, all shall turn out for your 
advantage. Only say in your heart, “ I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments 
are right, and that Thou in very faithfulness hath afflicted me and soon 
shall the tongue answer, “ I will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy ; for Thou 
hast considered my trouble ; Thou hast known ray soul in adversities.” 

Thus do we learn to practise the apostolic injunction, “ In everything give 
thanks.” We give thanks for mercies, because they are mercies ; we give 
thanks for troubles, because they lead to mercies, have their fruit in mercies, 
bringing forth, as they always do, the “ peaceable fruit of righteousness to 
them that are exercised thereby.” Let us, then, give thanks this day to 
God. Oh ! shall the sneer of the scoffer, the coarse remarks of the ignorant, 
the objections of those practical infidels, wh^ in every calamity that befab 
us, would hold up the finger of scorn, and say, ** Tush ! the Lord doth not see, 
neither shall the God of Jacob regard it,” — shall these, I say, hinder you from 
hallowing and sanctifying this day to God and to gratitude ? Rather let us 
say with holy Ezra, “ After all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and 
for our great trespass, seeing that Thou our God hast punished us less than 
our iniquities deserve, and hast given us such deliverance as this ; should wo 
again break Thy commndments, and join in affinity with the people of these 
abominations ? wouldst^et Thou be angry with us till Thou hadst consumed 
us, so that there should oe no remnant for escaping ?” 

Let us, then, brethren, follow, even though it 1^ but afar off, the angels in 
their blessedness. We cannot begin to learn the new song too soon. It is 
well that those notes should now celebrate the Redeemer’s grace which will 
soon be required to hymn His noblest praise. The matter of heaven’s praise, 
we nothing doubt, will be the repeated songs of our earthly pilgrimage. 
Stories of a pilgrimage now brought to a peaceful dose — ^the avert^ scourge, 
the mitigated sorrow, the many trials for which stones are erected to show 
our deliverance on earth, will supply matter for the hymns of heaven ; whilst 
there is one hymn which will arise from both worlds, ** I will be glad, and 
rejoice in Thy mercy.” 

And here, brethren, I had dosed ; but, in obedience to a command, which, 
in the judgment of Christian loyalty, admits of no discretion, I have to 
announce that a collection will be m^e after the sermon in behalf of those 
who are still suffering from the effects of the late visitation. On the expedi- 
ency or wisdom of this injunction of our rulers, I do not feel myself called upon 
to offer any opinion. That the acknowledgment of our great mercy should be 
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accompanied by a suitable thank-olfering to Him who is its Author and its 
Giver, 1 hope we shall all feel ; but 1 think I compromise no principle of obe- 
dience, either to my Queen or to my diocesan, in saying that the moral 
expression of this feeling will be the same, whether applied to the purpose 
specified in the Boyal Letter, or conscientiously reserved for any other. To 
meet, therefore, any possible difference of opinion which may exist as to the 
best appropriation of our thank-offering, I will do no more than observe, that 
for those who concur in the government recommendation there will be an 
opportunity afforded of giving their alms at the church door ; those who wish 
to dedicate it to any of our local charities, may leave it with myself or the 
churchwardens in the vestry, or may even include it in the sacramental 
offering ; whilst those whose only care is that their money be given for some 
purpose connected with the honour of God and the good of souls, will soon have 
an opportunity of expending their, offerings in a eo]|lection, already overdue, 
for furthering the noble objects of the Church Missionwy Society. On this point, 
therefore, 1 will say no more ; the aim of my discourse will have been answered, 
and the spiritual uses of this day promoted, if on the minds of thosjB who 
will now leave this house, still more, I hope, of those who stay behind, there be 
left an impression of deep and enduring thankfulness. Let the sepulchre of 
our forgotten mercies give up its dead ; let benefits be noted down ; let revived 
hopes tell of unexpected mercies. Poor, indeed, is every offering that we can 
make to God, at best ; but then religion demands of us, not payment, but 
acknowledgment ; not the return of our borrowed talents, but the spiritual 
dedication of ourselves unto Him. ** What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all the benefits that Ho hath done unto me says the Psalmist. * Oh I 1 will 
requite Him for past good by claiming from Him another ** I will take the 
cup of salvation, and will call upon the name of the Lord.*’ 
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“ I am the Ite&urrection and the — John xi. 25. 

From the time that man fell froiti his original righteousness, renounced liis 
allej^ance to his Maker, and forfeited at once his immortality here, and his claim 
to^ felicity hereafter, the pre-detcrmined goodness and love of God began its 
mighty work of reconciling the world unto Himself. That dispensation of peace 
into which the angels desire, and as yet desire vainly, to look, began even then -40 
flash its light through the clouds of Divine wrath, and gave in its first promise, 
‘‘ The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head,” some hope, distant 
indeed, but resting on the certainty of God’s word, of man’s restoration to his 
pristine state. And from that time forward, like Hie darkness that breaks into 
twilight, and the twilight into the dawn, did it grow and increase in splendour. 
The communion of God with the patriarchs. His fearful miracles in Egypt, the 
cloud by day, and the fire by night, by which Ho led His people out of the house 
of bondage, the law revealed amid thunders and earthquakes upon Mount 
Sinai, the visible glory of the all Holy One resting upon his mercy-seat, the 
long train of prophets, and judges, and inspired writers, that brightened the Judaic 
era, kept up the expectation and engaged the attention of mankind, till the fulness 
of time was come, and God appeared in the liUmlbBB of man. It was not till the 
settlement of the tribes in Canaan that the scattered commands of the Lord were 
digested into one code, and the ceremonial law, with its gorgeous woliship and its 
minute observances, embodied in itself all the types of a more spiritual, but as yet 
far distant, dispensation. There was indeed the sacrifice for sin, and the scape- 
goat, and the cleansing from ceremonial pollution, but there was also the promise 
of a Messiah who should tell His people what all these things meant, tmd by 
the very promise was the wsufficiency of the type declared. 

But it is not only in ifi&jiestablishment of the Mosaic Law that we arc to look 
for the shadowing forth of the New Covenant; in every part of the Jewish polity 
we see the same great design, the same once bidden but now revealed meaning. 
In the prince and warrior Joshua, who ^ drew the sword of the Lord, and aided 
by the arm of Jehpvah, scattered hithW and thither the armies of the aliens, 
destroyed their strongholds, trampled under foot the crowns of thdr monarchs, 
and utterly exterminated their people ; in the vehement and impetuous Gideon — 
in that most perfect jaince, the man after God^ own heart — can we not see the fit 
representatives of Him who was to overcome and Death, to lead His people into 
everlasting peace ; to teach them to pray and to worship in spirit and in truth, and 
finally sitting upon the throne of His kingdom, jU> bring all nations into subjection ? 
This polity, this series of types, and miracles, and priests, and prophets, was the 
work of long ages. Moses led the people of the Lord through wonders such as 
earth hath not since beheld, into the land promised to their ancestor ; and when 
they were about to enter in, he became the ofiSciating priest at the most awful 
ceremony which the sacred writings relate — the giving of the Law. 

Here let us pause for a moment. Can we imagine that while the thunders of 
God were yet sounding in their ears, while the thick darkness in which He sat 
enshrined was yet unrolled away from the burning top of Sinai, and ere Moses 
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their ruler was yet dismissed from the ineffable presence,— can we imagine that 
while the rocks of the desert were yet re-echoing the words spoken hy no mortal 
voice, those who had been thus led, thus preserved, thus instructed, could fall into 
idolatry? And yet — how lamentable is the fact ! — so it was. There was indeed the 
form of religion, but not the life. It would seem that the lapses of the Israelites 
into idolatry evidenced, more than any thing else, the incompleteness of their 
dispensation, Christ the Life was not yet come. Afterwards, when they were 
settled in the promised land, when their foes were either slain or subjugated, and 
when thte due performance of their august and splehdid ritual was the only 
legitimate object of their care, then they fell again and again into the foul 
impurities, the gross absurdities, and the diabolical cruelties of the pagan worship 
around them ; the frame of the^ religion was perfect, but the Spirit, the Life 
which wds to animate it, was yet wanting. Ere we proceed to another part of our 
subject we will take one more gla^be at the chosen people. The Lord was at 
length wearied with their apostacies. Thesvreformation introduced by Josiah, 
though it secured for that exemplary sovereign the favour of the God of Israel, 
was insufficient to turn away the fierce anger already denounced against a 
rebellious and idolatrous nation. The young and pious king wont down to the 
graves of his fathers, and the Babylonian potentate put an end to the temporal 
kingdom of Judah. The Jews had before been tried by temporary enslavement, 
by reverses in war, by sack and pillage, by the desecration of their temple, and the 
d^adation of their princes, by the sword, and the famine, and the pestilence. 
They were now led away at once into captivity, deprived of empire, and prevented 
from worshipping their God according to His law. And now, when they 
recollected what they had been, how did their neglected privileges arise in 
reproachful shapes before the eyes of their minds I how bitterly did they lament 
the want of those golden opportunities which when present they had despised, and 
when frequent they had neglected I There was, however, one good effect produced 
by the captivity : from that time, though the sceptre was in one sense departing, 
and in another departed, though they lived on their return as aliens in their own 
land, they relapsed not into idolatry. Life was wanting in their religion, hut it 
was free from mixture with pagan corruption. The old covenant dispensation lay 
now like the body of a giant; -before it had been like the dry bones in the valley of 
Ezekiel, and the winds of Heathenism rattled amongst them. Gradually, as the 
dispensation proceeded, and became more clearly and more spiritually defined, the 
flesh began lo grow, the joints were knit together with strength, and the limbs 
clothed witli beauty. It lay compact and mighty, but motionless, breathless, 
lifeless. 'But the fulness of time was now come. The sceptre had departed from 
Judah. The Gentiles were to be gathered into the fold of God, and it was fit that 
this great body of religion should live, and move, and speak. Christ, the power of 
God and the wisdom of God, breathed into the nostrils 6f this frame, yet still and 
lifeless, the breath of life; and the Jewish Covenant, a giant refreshed with 
new wine, sprang up in the perfect form of Christiahity, and, flinging aside the 
trammels of the ceremonial law as now no longer binding, prepared, not to guide 
the opinions of one.people, to overcome the prejudices of one government, and to 
bear through the persecutions of one priesthood, but to call nations and empires to 
its fiiotstool; to carry on open and exterminating war against the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, against principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high 
.places ; against error, and cnielty, and super^ition, and hypocrisy, wheresoever 
found ; and while its grand and comprehensivn aim was to evangelize the whole 
human race, it proclaimed in tones' that reached the very verge of creation, that 
Christ is indeed the Resurrection an(l.the Life. 

There is another point of view ih which to look at this all-important subject ; 
wo have seen Christ making the dispensation of Moses a living covenant of grace, 
as the breath of life breathed into the nostrils of man made him a living soul. 
Let us now look at the 'world, alive only to sin, active only in rebellion, and we 
shall be convinced, that if ever it be restored to the favour of God, it can only be 
done by Him who is thn Resurrection xis well as the Life. So sunk is it in iniquity, 
so dead in trespasses and sins, that it will be aroused only by the voice of its 
Creator, and will require a greater effort of power to redeem it, than was put forth 
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in the hour of its creation. It is something to look as patriarchs did, to the pro 
mise of a Saviour. It is something to feel as the Jews did that they were chosen 
by their Maker from out of the rest of tho world ; ay, it was indeed a great and 
blessed distinction that was vouchsafed to these highly favoured individuals, but 
all were not so separiited. There were those to whom the oruclcs of God were 
sealed, to whom the mercies of God were unannounced, and to these it was some- 
thing inexpressibly valuable to know that there was a life beyond the present 
Their own hearts told them that they had something to look forward to, when the 
scenes of this world were no longer before them ; they were a law unto themselves j 
imd deeply did the better among them meditate and speculate upon the immor- 
tality of the soul, and the certainty of consciousness in a future state. Dark as 
they were, the Father of Lights had yet allowed some rays from his supreme glory 
to penetrate into their hearts ; there wore some among them who bowed down 
before Him in ignorance, and amid natural darkness worshipped tho God of tnith. 
Some few had heard of the wonders which the Lord did in Egypt ; and tho captive 
Hebrew, when he sat down by the rivers of Babylon, and hung his harp on the 
willows, would yet sigh forth iu the hearing of tho heathen, the name of Jeho- 
vah. But these were only tho exceptions. Tho Gentile world given up to 
work all uncleanness with greediness ; and though arts and arms, and science and 
philosophy, were flourishing, though the kingdoms of the known world were lying 
in lowly subjection beneath the sceptre of the Ctesars, though the moral teachers 
of that age spake wisely and well, yet, were the moral lessons unheeded, the 
philosophy falsely so called, and the peace but a cessation from battle. The 
world was lying in wickedness. It was dead in trespasses and sins ; and when 
the Sun of Righteousness arose with healing in His wings, when the path of the 
Redeemer was paved with worldly peace, and the peace wliich passeth knowledge 
began to dawn upon the minds of His followers, when morality began to be prac- 
tised as well as understood, then the heathen world felt that the long desired 
stimulus was at length applied, and that they beheld Him who was the Resurrec- 
tion and the life. 

This is tho only true philosophy, this the only available morality* We may 
address ourselves in vain to each separate passion, may show the consequences of 
vice, and discuss the advantages of virtue ; but our efforts will lie powerless, knd our 
exhortations wasted upon th^ air. The moralists of old times were often men 
gifted above theii* fellows, their systems were beautiful and logical, and their lives 
often exemphiry ; but the disorders which they attempted to remedy were beyond 
the reach of human art ; precept and example were alike unavailiMg ; and it was 
not until life and immortality were brought to light through the Gospel, that a 
more efficacious system was introduced. Christ has taught us to go directly to the 
heart, to exhibit Him, the Gate, the Vine, the Way, and then when He has given 
His blessing, shed into our hearts the love of His name, and caused us to leani of 
Him, then, and not til^en, shall we And His yoke easy and His burden light : 
then, and not till then, shall we be enabled to acknowledge Christ the Resurrection 
and the Life. But oh ! if these are interesting themes — and to whom are they not 
interesting ? — ^how glorious is the retrospect of the Redeemer’s career upon earth ! 
There may we behold Him diying up the tears of the widow of Nain, restoring to 
life and consciousness the daughter of Jairus, giving her again to the embrace of 
her father and the congratulations of her friends ; there may we behold Ifim re- 
asssembling the already scattered elements, and recalling the spirit to animate 
once more the flesh that had seen corruption. It "must indeed have been a thril- 
ling moment for those who heard those d^p and commanding accents, " Laaarus, 
come forth,” to have seen the bands of de^h broken, and the power of dissolution 
destroyed ; to have beheld the hand of tlb^^viour resting upon the now empty 
monument where but lately the worm was revelling, and to have traced conviction 
in the countenances of the awe-struck bystanders attesting the resurrection and the 
life. These are matters of history ; they show us the general character of our 
Lord’s mission, they point out its effects upon society, and they explain how His 
miracles — wonderful, and benefleent, and divine, as they were — were yet but t^pes, 
but faint emblems, of the greater and more extensive influence of His religion. We 
might indeed lead you to contemplate the temporal blessings for which the world 
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18 indebted to Christianity — ^the purer morality, the sounder philosophy ; we mip;ht 
call your attention to the stream of public benevolence flowing through so many 
channels and embracing so many objects, calling forth the bounty of the liberal, 
and enlisting on the side of humanity even the pride of the ostentatious ; we 
might advert to the less barbarous manners of war, the nobler principles of legis- 
lature, the more equal civilization of society. All these advantages which we 
enjoy above the most eminent nations of antiquity we owe to the Gospel. Wliy 
should we speak of the cessation of slavery, the punishment of oppression, the 
circulation of knowledge, and the encouragement of vjrtuji % These are but tho 
indirect eflects of the Christian scheme ; and were the world indeed full of know- 
ledge, did peace every where prevail, and love universally flourish, still would the 
Grospel point our thoughts forward, would teach us that here we see through a 
glass darkly, though we shall see face to face. Our utmost attainments are but as 
midnight, compared with that knowledge that shall burst upon us when set free 
^ from the body. 

And yet ire may recognize, and that too in iiib very indistinct manner, the way 
in which it has pleased our Heavenly Father to show us the connexion between 
Him and ourselves — between obedience and prosperity — ^between virtue and hap- 
piness — between prayer and pnuse. He has exhibited Himself as a God of 
nations, as well as a God of individuals, and has taught us of late as well as of 
old, by judgments as well as by mercies; and more especially would I wish to 
draw your attention to this connexion as lie has in the late instance manifested it. 
We had as a nation sinned against Him — ^who can sum up the amount of our 
national offences ? — and He visited us in anger. It forms no part of my present 
plan to point out what particular sins drew down upon us the Divine displeasure ; 
let each among us meditate on that topic for himself. We shall doubtless acknow- 
ledge that we had sinned — that we have sinned, and that God's anger was mani- 
fested.^ But like Ahab of old, we humbled ourselves ; and never was a public day 
of fasting and self-abasement- more universally or more religiously kept. And 
what, I pray you, was the result ? The beartl of the whole nation had been 
bowed down as the heart of one man ; the famine prevailing among us was 
recognized as the visitation of God for our sins — and our humiliation was accepted. 
“ Though he was angry with us, His anger is turned away, and lo ! He comforteth us." 
— the windows of heaven were opened, and a blessi#g so bounteously poured forth 
upon our flelds, that, to use the ^phatic language of our liturgy^ ** Our dearth 
and scarcity wab turned into cheapness and plenty.'’ Here, then, is one ainoTig 
many instancfl in which national prayers have been followed by an immediate 
blessing. It seems as though God were waiting to be gracious ; as though the 
earth had received a mysterious and secret command to put forth her stores with 
more than usual abundan<ie, as soon as the inhabitants thereof had acknowledged 
their sins, and turned in sorrow and penitence and humilitj^' to the Lord. And who 
can describe the feelings of grateful happiness with whicli ^Jie joyous accounts were 
receiy^ from time to time and from every part of this vaibt empire, that the food 
of man was at once so plentiful and so good ?— for the quality as well as the 
quantity of the late harvest has shown the lovingkindness of God towards us. And 
now it b^omes our joyful duty to render thanks to the Lord of lords for this 
renew^ instance of His mercy, and with hearts penetrated with gratitude to 
implore a continuance of His mosf gracious favour. 

But I will briefly notice some, popular objections to the time selected for this 
thanksgiving. It has been said generally, and said with much truth, that we should 
have been much earlier, and that as^e gave up a day from the midst of the week to 
pour forth our supplications, so we s^uld have done the same to offer up our 
thanksgivings ; and for these things (^flilerB have suffered some blame. I appre- 
hend, however, that there are satisfaaory reasons for both parts of the enactment, 
and as it may remove some feeling of discontent, I shall briefly state what I 
understand those reasons to have been. It has been but within the last fortnight 
that the harvest has been gathered in, in the northern provinces of these kingdoms ; 
and as the whole nation w^s to be called on to rejoice and praise God together, so 
it was well that every where the full amount of tho blessing should be known and 
felt. This has thrown our thanksgivings to a comparatively late period ; but we 
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have humbly and reverently offered up the usual thanksgiving for plenty, and that, 
sabbath by sabbath, for many weeks past. The reason for choosing a sabbath 
day, is of another character ; it bears reference, not to the gracious works of God, 
but to the hard hearts and selfish feelings of men ! It appears that on the day of 
public humiliation, not a few of those who held in their employment large numbers 
of their poorer fellow-men, withheld from them the wages due for that day, com- 
pelling them to a day of non-employment, but deducting from the week’s gains the 
amount they would have earned. This was extensively the case, not with indi- 
viduals only, but evqn with great public companies. To obviate a repetition of 
conduct like this, andCo avoid turning what should be a day of joy, into one of 
privation and distress, our rulers have felt themselves compelled to select the 
Sabbath-day as the day of our general thanksgiving ! Who can hear this, and not 
blush for the spirit of worldliness — the worship of mammon which it displays ! 
The rulers of the most Christian land, as it boasts itself, dared not ask one day to 
be given by the most Christian inhabitants of that land for the purpose of thanking 
Almighty God for blessings of a moit bountiful character, because they knew that 
so little was there of Christian charity, so little expansive benevolence,. so little real 
acknowledgment of God in the hearts of the rich, that the enactment would be 
used as an engine of oppression ! Alas, for London ! — alas, for England ! If the 
things which had been done in thee had been done in Tyre and Sydon, they would 
have repented in sackcloth and ashes ! 

We have spoken of temporal mercies, of blessings connected with this 
world, and let us not in the midst of our thanksgivings, forget that these 
are transient blessings, and that this life is a transient state. The earth, 
though its mountains may seem everlasting and its oceans designed to roll 
on for ever, shall utterly melt away from the presence of Him who called it 
into existence. Those high and splendid bodies, that perchance in the awful 
course circle the throne of the Most High, shall fall from their places and sink 
into annihilation. But into the spirit of man hath God infused a part of His own 
infinity ; the soul knowsno termination of its existence, and capable as it is of 
comprehending in part, and shall be of comprehending wholly, the mysteries of 
redemption and of providence, it is more august than the visible creation, more 
important than the boundless sterns above us and around us. Qh ! if there were 
some watch-tower in the realmsSif space, from which we could behold all the works 
of the Deity, and mark them as they sweep?* along in their illimitable course, 
rejoicing in the brightness of their shining ; if we could count the stars as they 
wheeled past us and call them by their names, and weigh them in%he balances, 
the thought would still recur to our minds — ‘ These are all finite, these are but of 
transient duration, but the eye that looketh upon th^ shall look on for ever, 
though they may no longer be existing in its field of vision. ‘ The spirit that could 
grasp the vast idea of th^ extent, will continue in its powers unshaken, long after 
they have crumbled awijt^^' into their original nothing. And if that eye found 
unspeakable delight in graing upon the throne and upon the Lamb ; if that spirit, 
like a chord attuned in unison with the master-chord of lyre, responded its 
hallelujahs in praise of Him who sitteth upon the throne, — ^what I what can be 
compared in value to an eternity so employ^ ? What sacrifice can be too great 
to save myriads, nay, millions of such spirits from an eternity of unutterable anguish ? 
Here then is the great design of this wonderful dispensation. It is to dissipate 
the mildew of sin ; it is to fit the soul for a blessed immortality; and, when by the 
ordinances of God awakened from its moral lethargy, to fix its attention on the 
liesurrection and the Life. To bear the punfthment of our iniquity was Christ 
our passover sacrificed for us. Well might He exclaim, who knew, as none other 
knew it, " What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul ; or what shall a man give in exchange mr his soul 1 ” Solemn as were the 
words of our text, applicable alike to the church and the world, illustrated by the 
J ewish covenant and the Israelitish polity, by the history of mankind at large, and 
by the onward career of refinement, and morality, and civilization, and intellectual 
culture, their import would be but imperfectly understood by those who should 
confine them within these limits. If it were a great thing to raise the Levitical 
dispensation from its torpid state, to invest it'with new life, and under a new and 
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perfect shape to extend it to all mankind ; if it were a great thing to arouse the 
world from its death in wickedness, to infuse into it a principle of vitality, which 
like the little leaven shall one day leaven the whole lump ; how far more mighty 
and glorious a work is it, to recover the immortal spirit from a state of death, a 
death caused by the leprosy of sin, to prevent the waves of damnation from closing 
over a being, which, however fallen, still retains that immortality which it derived 
fiom its Divine Maker, and whereby it claimed an alliance wi& His nature. It 
was to this spiritual resurrection that the words of our text particularly referred. 
God looketh at the inward parts, and however we may flatter ourselves that we 
perform in an exemplary maimer the duties of our station, Hat in a spiritual sense 
we arejich and increased in goods, and have need of nothing, we may depend on 
God’s word, that if these works spring not from a lively faith in Jesus, they are 
but dead works and ourselves in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity. 

Let us not in these words be misunderstood. The good works of believers are in 
themselves no more meritorious than similar ^orks done by the carnally minded, 
there is no actual merit in either case; and the believer will feel the unprofitable- 
ness of his service to God, and the impossibility of keeping up with the require- 
ments of a law so just and pure as His. But this spirit of humility, this reliance 
upon the merits of the Baviour and not upon our own, is that which makes the 
works of men, under the influence of grace, acceptable with God ; and this is wanting 
in the unawakened. The carnally minded may do virtuous actions, they may 
fulfil the relative duties of life, they may oven keep up a show of rdigion, and 
thereby acquire the respect of the world, and a certain dreamy quietness or rather 
carelessness of conscience, and the temporal respect, and credit, and comfort and 
prosperity thus obtained they deserve, but verily they have their reward.” God 
is not in all their thoughts, and they are indeed dead in trespasses and Sins ; and if 
such as these be dead, what shall we say to those who pay even no outward respect 
to religion, who are openly enlisted on the side of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, and who count the blood of the covenant an unholy thing ? “ Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man sowdth that shall he also reap. He 
that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth to 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.'* There is, however, a promise not 
unaccompanied with a command, Awake, tliou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, as|d Christ shall give thee light.” And Go#is calling us with a’ trumpet- 
voice to awake and arise now ! We are to thank Him for His late mercies vouch- 
safed to us — ‘but we are also to remember His late and His present judgments I 
111 would it become the mmisters of Christ to repress the spirit of gratitude, and 
not cordially to join with our rulers itt calling on you to acknowledge the long- 
suffering and loving-kindness of our God. Still worse would it become them to 
omit the warnings which these |K>rtentous times convey. Let us then praise God, 
but let us praise Him in deep humility. Even now the hand of chastisement 
is upon us, and while the voice of humble thankfulness sl^ould be, and we trust is 
rais^ to the divine throne, the voice of jubilant self-cos^tulation would be but 
ill indeed adapted to our condition. In one part of our empire we see starvation, in 
another si^dition, and almost rebellion, every where commerce and manufactures 
languishing, thousands, deprived of employment; and in the very heart of the 
financial world, a state of paralysis and wide-spread derangement, to which the 
history of a century can find no parallel, and for which no one even dares to hope 
a spe^y remedy; the rich are becoming poor, the poor are becoming indigent, the 
indigent are becoming desperate ! Colossal fortunes and reputations, commercial 
reputations which have been the growth of half a century, have been swept away 
in an hour, and alas ! it is but too ckar that this terrific crisis lias been brought 
upon us by a sjiirit of selfishness, qf l^ammon worship and excessive speculation. 
Truly, he who hasteth to be rich’ shall not escape a snare.” Nor is this all. — 
From the East, steadily advancing towards us, sweeps on in its desolating career that 
awful scourge of God, Cholera ! Step by step we track it as it comes nearer 
and nearer, and on the wings of the eastern gale, there seems borne onward the 
sound of destroying footsteps — the solemn march of the Angel of Death 1 Yet 
lei ns thank God with fear and trembling. He hath smitten and be can he us — 
he can preserve us from coming dangers, as well as remedy the eftects of past 
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calamities ; but we must recognize him in our hearts at once. We must remember 
tiiat nations are composed of individuals, national piety of individual piety ; nor 
do we know how near each one of us may l)e to making up the number for whose 
sake God will spare England, as he would for the sake of len have spared Sodom 
of old 1 

Let us then us individuals seek the Lord. Awake/' he exclaims, awake thou 
that sleepest and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” Then when 
you are thus raised, when your heart and your conduct agree, when the Spirit of 
God dwellcth in you, and love hath sprung up where once the more malignant 
passions had sway, and twining round every fibre of your nature, joins in the bands 
of Christian charity, those who were before hateful and hating one another ; when 
the yoke once thought so irksome shall be found easy, and the burden once con- 
sidered so heavy shall be found light, then is the bdiever enabled to awake, to 
arise from, the dead, and to rejoice in Christ Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life. 
But not only is our spiritual death evinced by dead works, by conduct which though 
virtuous in itself arises not from a faith unfeigned; but it is also lamentably ex- 
hibited by an unproductive faith, a faith which brings forth no fruits. “ Faith,’* says 
St. James, “ without works is dead.’* It is the tree without the sap, and which ought 
not so much to be called a tree as a dry and barren log, whose end is to be burned, 
and to whose root the axe is already laid. Our Lord, when he left the throne of 
Uis glory and became obedient unto death even the death of the cross, did so, not 
only that he miglit take our sins upon Him and suffer in our stead, not only that 
His active righteousness might be imputed unto us, but also that He might leave us 
an example to follow in His steps. “He that will be My disciple,** was iiis holy word, 
“let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me/* And well did His 
aj)08tles understand the import of their Divine Master’s command. “ Be ye,** says 
one of them, “ followers of us, even as we are of Christ.” And what the course of 
our Lord was, that, so far as our ifnperfect nature will allow, must be ours. He 
went about doing good, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, healing the sick, 
instructing the ignorant, exhorting the careless, confirming the faint, encouraging 
the fcchle-minded. Such are fruits of a living futk, and where these are absent 
then is faith dead, and profession unavailing. We can examine our own lives 
and our own hearts, the one for conduct, and other for motives; and if we have 
thus walked before God, not in the hopes of meriting aught h*om Him, but beca^ 
the love of Christ constrainetHhis, then are we followers of Him, and our faith 
evinces by its fruits that it springs from Him wj^o is the Resurrection and fhe Life, 
l*erchance there are some among you who have neither faith nor works, who are 
twice dead and near to be plucked up by the roots. Yet for you also, whether 
you prepare for it or no, there shall be a resurrection and an eternity of life. The 
lethargy which now enwraps your senses must ,one day be ^sslpated, and you, 
together with all mankind, stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. With what 
feelings will you then hi^old the countless multitude of saints at His right hand, 
and know that you miglStltiave taken your place among them ! With what horror 
will you behold the mCTal deadness of your nature, and know that like a spirit 
imprisoned for ever in a dead body, so will your existence be continued in a state 
of moral death. The sensations of agony and horror aniLdisj^t, all the darker 
and fiercer passions will live, hut the last faint spark of tl^e Divine nature will be 
extinguished and alas ! extinguished for ever. Consciousn^ remaining only as a 
torment, will but show the unspeakable terrors of such a condition, and throw a 
new and fearful light on the tremendous misery of the sbeond death. 

From the danger of a state like this you may yet be delivered. And oh ! if the 
word of preaching, uttered though it be in great feebleness, could but by the 
blessing of God reveal to you your jp^loui^ondition, thbn would you behold your 
best affections dead and fast mouldering a#ay : gratitude, love, justice, like the 
dry branches of a withered tree ; the fruit decayed, the leaves faded, and the very- 
root approaching to rottenness. But yet, even yet there is a principle of vitality 
within. The Sun of Righteousness may shine, and the dew of grace may fall, till 
the tree is again nourishing, the branches again spreading, till the leaves shall grow 
verdant, and the fruit ripen ; and you, instead of being cut down by the severe 
judgment of God, shall rejoice in Christ Jesui^tbe Resurrection and the Life. 
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“ Tf ye forsake the Lord^ and seme strange gods, then He vsill turn and do you 
hitrt, and consume you, after that He kadi done you good^ — Joshua xxiv. 20. 

^ emphatic threatening was in the first instance delivered to the j^ople of 

Jsraei. The s^peaker was Joshua, that eminent man' who had been appointed to 
the iea4et8t^ of the nation, after^ the death of Hoses. He had witnessed the 
HC md frith the people from the earliest period of their history as a nation. 
Hb hiid |>een% extant spectator of the marvellous things yrhich God hdd wrought 
lor theth ; ip extrication from Egypt ; in their preservation daring the forty 
v^r's sdjotifiUMn the desert. His singular fidelity and courage bad procured for 
him an exemption^-of which only one beside himself sliared — from destruction in 
the wildef ness. The whole of that multitude* , who originally crossed the Ked 
Sea — that i^ of all who were then come to years of maturity — were sentenced to 
perishin the desert, oh account of their provocations against tfcie Lord j to Joshua 
and Caleb alone, was it reserved to cross the Jordan, and enter upon the '.posses> 
sion of the promised’ inheritance 6f Canaan. Long acquaintance, therefore, with 
God*s dealings towards Israel, well qualified him^ deliver such caution as that 
which is met with in the text. He had behield people, at various periods of 
their history, fall int^ crime which elicited vengeance, and notwithstanding all the 
deliverances which God had wrought for them, and the promises which God had 
made to protect and to bless them, thb did not shield them from wrath when, by 
their provocations they deserved chastisement. The experience which Joshua had 
in this respect led luip to predict w^ith the more confidencefAhe certainty of punish- 
ment to the nation^ should they in future transgress the^ommandtuents of God. 
Their past history seemed to warrant the. expectation disobedience would to 
all cases be visit^ with sore judgment. They w^ oy no means to persuade 
themselves, that because they had been made the objects of multiplied favours, 
they might ^not become the objects of stern and tremendous retribution ; mercies 
offered no warrant to presume on the meeting with no judgments ; rather, as the 
language of the text would seem to indicate, abused privileges would be sure to 
provoke all the more keen retribution — •* For if ye forsake the Lord/' it is said, 
and serve strange gods, then He will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, 
.afier that He hath done you good." 

But there Is no r^afon to limit the declaration to the dealings of the Almighty 
with His ancient people. If, notwithstanding all that God had done for Israel, 
their departure from His testimonies w^Uld efisure the visitation of His anger, the 
like thing may be expected in the case of all those of whom it may be affirmed, 
** The Lord hath done them good." The good thus experienced is never to be 
considered as any guarantee that wickedness will not bring down evil. It may be 
after* the Lord hath done good," after He has maiufested a determination to 
bless, that wanton provocation may move Him to turn against a nation, or an 
individual, for ** his hurt and destruction." V If ye forsake the Lord, and serve 
strange gods, then He will turn and^coiisume you, after that He hath done you 
good." 
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Our main endeavour in what follows, will be to enforce the truth which is con- 
tained in this brief, but most emphatic warning. We feel that a warning of this 
nature is by no means inappropriate to an ooca^on like the present, s^ apart 
though it be, for a National Thanksgiving. If we are to reap the benefit of 
praising God for His goodness, whereof we have partaken so largely, it is well 
tor us to be reminded, that there is at least a possibility of challenging heavier 
wrath than any which has been yet experienced, should we by our rebellion in 
future, be guilty of forsaking the Lord, and serving; strafe go^.** 

We would apply ourselves, then, in dependence upon Divine teaching, to show 
you how reason and justice concur in the warning here delivered by Joshua. We 
will strive to illustrate, in the first place, the reasonableness of expecting that 
abused mercies must lead to more aggravated punishment ; and in the second 
place, we will point out the justice of the dealing, to which allusion is made by 
the words, ** If ye forsake the Lord and serve strange gods, then He will turn and 
do you hurt, and consume you, after that He hath done you good.'^ 

1. Now, in the first instance, let hb glance briefiy at the history of God's ancient 
people, the Jews. Jt is well known that the dealings of God witl^^that nation 
may be regarded as a kii^ of epitome of His dealings with ’mankind in general ; so 
that from the observation of what befel them, we may derive inferences as to what 
may bcLexpected to befal others. You are to look upon this people, then, as 
having Been selected of God, from amongst all other people of the earth, to become 
in a peculiar sense, His own adopted children. In icumplied instances may it be 
declared that God proved his determination to do thkm good. He rescued them 
from sore bondage iu Egypt j He formed them intd'a nation for Himself ; He 
interposed to defend thehi from danger, and to afford the supply of their every 
want ; He fed them by miracles ; He opened the windows oi heaven to afford 
them bread to eat, and He brought water for them out of the flinty rock ; He guided 
them by a pillar of r cloud — the visible' token of His presence amongst them; He 
gave them the clear revelation of His will ; they lived beneath a noble theocracy ; 
God was their ruler ; God was their guardian ; God was their king. He gave 
them statutes and ordinances ; He instructed them in the knowledge of Himself, 
and taught them the right method of approach to His throne. He held constant 
intercourse’ with them. In every difficulty they could appeal to Jehovah as a 
present defender. ** What nation was there that ever had God so nigh unto them, 
in all things that they called to Him for V* Moreover, He made them the depo- 
sitory of the lively oracles. ,To them pertained the adoption, nnd the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises. 
Of that nation it was promised that the MedLator^hould spring, in whom all tribes 
and all families of the earth were to be blessed^ • It we^e endkss to enumerate all 
of those proofs which jpre given to the Jewish nation, of a fixed determination on 
the part of God to d?. t^m good. There were temporal promises which the 
AHnighty made to thein,^JV^ which, if the expression be lawful; Jehovah was 
pledged for their succour and defence ; and never hath there existed the people 
who could appeal to such tokens of Divine guardianship, or exult 'with such 
assurance in' the certainty that God designed to do them good, The Most High 
appears to have bound Himself^ with relation to this race, in a sense in which He 
hath bound Himself to no people beside ; and if the experience of ** good" at the 
Lord's hand might ever seem as the warrant to anticipate no evil, then might the 
Israelites as a nation have prided themselves on the tayQttV| divinely shown them, 
and have employed them fis the ground foi^ bidding defiance to the* approach of 
disaster. We all know, however, that Israel as a nation, ^evously abused the 
privileges which God vouchsafed. There was no blessiug whereof they partook, 
which they did not convert into an occasion sin. Their provocations were more 
frequent and more multiplied than their mercies. . Their career as a nation was 
marked by perfidy and ingratitude ; at almost every step of their progress we find 
them in rebellion against the Most High — forsaking the Lord, and serving 
strange gods.^, And bow did God deal with them when they thus acted? la it 
not the case that He scourged them, and caused them to suffer punishment 1 Long 
indeed, and oft did He forbear with them ; *** He was so merciful to them He 
forgave their misdeeds, and did not stir up all His wrath.” The day of mercy. 
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however, came to a close } ill*requited goodness and longsuiFering at last moved 
Him to meet them in vengeance, and ** He turned against them to do them hurt 
and consume them.*’ Look at the plagues that befel them in the desert ; look at 
the slaughters which God permitted them to experience in warfare with their 
enemies. Look at the pesUlenoe that devoured their national stren^h ; look at 
the famines with urhich God punished their disobedience, and then <»U to mind the 
captivities they endured ; and have you not in all this an exemplification of the 
truth, that when they forsook the Lord and served strange goas, ** He turned 
against them to hurt and consume them 

And who can survey the subsequent history of the ^urs, and not read a 
fulfilment of tlm threatening contained in our textl It waf**todo them good,” 
that God raised up the Saviour, according to His promise and covenant It 
was in the rich exuberance of His love and compassion, that in spite of all 
past provocation, God sent His own Son in the likeness of our fiesh ; to be ** born 
of a woman, to be made under the law,” to walk upon earth as the image of the 
invisible Jehovah. And who can trace the h^tory of the Mediator’s life upon 
earth ; who can survey Him moving amongst His countrymen, the dispenser of 
blessing, and the healer of every curse, without perceiving that it was ** to do them 
good” that God sent amongst tliem His Son Jesus 1 But alas ! the Mediator 
cucounmred only persecution and scorn ; the contempt and ill-will of the vast 
majority of the nation, to whom, according to the fiesh belonged, own, 
to whom He came, received Him not; they conspired against Him and slew Him, 
and thus filled up the measure of their iniquity “ in forsaking the Lord and then 
it was that the fierceness of the^ Divine anger was aroused, and ** He turned against 
them, to hurt and to consume them.” Ay, it was not because of the many pro- 
mises which had been made to them, nor yet because of thfe varied interposition of 
mercy which had been shown in their behalf, that God could not be moved to 
punish and destroy. He forebore, indeed, with long and unexampled compassion ; 
He would fain have withheld from chastising their iniquity ; but there was a point 
beyond which even Divine pi^ could not spfire; and at length, in tremendous 
severity, did God visit and chastise the provocations of His people. The vials of 
His wrath were expended on the guilty metropolis of Judea ^ the conquering 
armies of the Romans w^re permitted to overrun and lay waste the inheritance once 
given to the chosen people.'^ The devoted inhabitants perished miserably before 
the sword of their adversaries, whilst thc^ who escafied were driven into all corners 
of the earth, for a proverb and a bye^word amongst all nations. And now, if you 
look atvPalestine, [its hills and its valleys, occupied by the foe-men to Israel ; the 
once favoured territory, on which dwelt the tribes of the Lord, tenanted by the sons 
of the stranger; or whether you look at the fragments of, that once mighty and 
glorious nation of the Jews everywhere dispersed, and d^poiled of their strength 
and their gloiy ; what can you discover in all this, if not a verification of the 
saying, as uttered by Joshua of old — ** if ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange 
gods, then He will tu^n and do you hurt, and con8||nd'' you, after that He hath 
done you good,” * 

And what we are tlosiroos you should gather fVom the foregoing observations, is 
mainly this, that no experience of good at the hands of the Almijghtjr affords 
warrant to expect that future disobedience will not be visited with righteous 
severity. We observe, that, every reason was given the Israelites to expect favour 
at God’s hands ; they had promises of protection which might well inspire them 
. with confidence in the Almighty, and God had done so much for them they might 
easily come to presume that He would tbntiuue to defend and to bless them. For 
no other nation has the Almighty evef'So visibly interfered ; and hence might the 
Jews have argued of old, that no evil shoulAever overtake them ; they were the 
favourites of heaven, whom God wouU never destroy. We observe, how this con- 
clusion is falsified in ti|ieir national hismry ; presuming upon God's goodness, they 
thought not of His threatenings, and thus moved Him et length to ** turn and do 
them hurt, and consume them and be assured, the same thing may occur agiun. 
There is, we believe, a strong tendency to misinterpret tho^experiei^e of Divine 
favours ; we look upon them as proofs that we are the objects of a mefey which can 
never fail to display itself, and thus, in place of using them as the incentives to 
greater diligence in God’s service, wc rather employ them as the ground for relax- 
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ing in obedience. Men scarcely think it possible, that after havin|r been made the 
objects of so much goodness thej shall become the objects of as distinguished ven- 
geance. It were easy to adduce illustrations of this — illustrations borrowed from 
what is ordinarily experienced of God’s dealings, whether in providence or in 
grace. It sometimes happens to an individual that he is made the object of some 
marked providential dispensation. In some conspicuous method, God has inter* 
fered in his behalf. It may have been, by crowning him with unexpected success 
in the prosecution of his orainary avocation ; or possibly, by extricating him from 
some pressing difficulty : or by shielding him in the moment of some unforseen 
trial. In one or other Sf these ways there has been a manifest putting forth of 
Bivine power in his behalf ; the interference has been so plainly due to the 
Most High, that not a doubt can be entertained of its origin *, the good experienced 
may have come in direct answer to prayer, and thus the favour admit of no other 
interpretation than a token of Divinf goodness. Perhaps it was extraordinary 
success in business, or it may have ^een £:liverance from apprehended danger, or 
restoration from sickness to health; but whatever the special instance may have 
been, it was so clearly a Divine interference of which the individual has been 
made the object, that he can be at no loss to trace in it the design of God ** to do 
him good.” Mow, where the danger lies, is in wrongly mis-interpreting the 
deliverance, with respect to the future conduct. There is a great tendency to 
repose in the past deliverance, without using it as the motive to future obedience. 
I'he individual may come to think, that having been made the recipient of such 
signal mercy, it can never be the design of the Almighty to visit him with as 
signal punishment. Oh ! we may easily form a rash conjecture of this kind, for- 
getting the purpose of God iu the showing mercy, namely, to bind the individual 
over the more unreservedly to His service ; and if this purpose be overlooked — if, 
in spite of the proof which has been afforded of God’s willingness to bless, there be 
no exhibition on our part of willingness to obey, then may the subsequent expe- 
I'iencf serve only to attest how true it is, If ye forsake the Lord and serve strange 
gods, then He will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that He hath 
lione you good.” 

And what occum under the providential dealings of the Almighty, may occur 
likewiae in spiritual matters. It is no uncommon thing for a person to experience 
so much of spiritual awakening as may justly lead him to conclude that God is 
at work with him ** to do him good.” What we have to guard agmnst is, simply 
the taking for granted, that because we have largely partaken of spiritual mercies, 
we cannot through disobedience incur spiritual chastisements, i take, for 
example, the instance of one, who through God’s mercy, has been seriously im- 
pressed, and brought to concern for his soul’s welfare. He cannot be otherwise than 
conscious of the wonderful change, and he rightly interprets the dealings of God 
witii him, as an evidence that God designs his real welfaie. We must all be 
aware that the faintest desire after holiness is a gift, for which we are indebted to 
the iJivine Spirit, and thht eHry token of spiritual life is a boon which God can 
alone bestow. It militates not against this truth, that man is required to co-operate 
in the work of making his ** calling and election sure he must strive in depen- 
clance upon Divine agency, although all his own striving, apart from such help, 
were wholly insufficient. It is no uncommon thing, however, for a person to 
experience much of spiritual awakening without entering upon that bold and 
decisive prolession of Christianity, which evidences a person to be in the pathway 
to heaven. A great deal has been done forbim, in producing within the heart any 
conviction of sin, or desire after holiness ; apd the individual for whom so much 
has been wrought, knowing that for the change thus far, he is altogether indebted 
to Divinity, may come to repose in past experience, witliout resigning himself 
might and main to future obedience. He wP think it altogether impossible, that 
iiaving so far been made the suited of converting grace, as to'be conscious of deep' 
convictions of guilt, and orearnest aspiratiohs after heaven, he should be ever left 
to experience the vengeance of the Almighty. Oh ! and it is to such an one that- 
the language tUe teAt ought to come home with all that is mosi thrilling in the 
shape of warning. We admit the proofs you allege of the ” goodness of God 
we trace the manifestations of His love in your having been brought in any 
measure beneath the power of conviction, in your having been impiesscd with tlie 
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fear of judgment, or with the hope of heaven, but we discern in all tliis a design on 
God's part that you should devote yourself henceforth unreservedly to His service ; 
and if, through disobedience on your part, that design be thwarted, then do we look 
for tribulation in store for you. It is not the fact of your having been pierced with 
the arrow of Conviction, nor of your having throbbed with the hope of heaven, nor 
of your having tasted in some measure the privileges of God’s chosen, which renders 
you secure from condemnation, should ydu fail of acting agreeably to the light 
vouchsafed ; rather, may we gather from God’s dealings with Israel, designed as 
they were to foreshadow His dealings universally with the ^hurch, that in your 
case, as in theirs, If ye forsake the Lord and serve strange gods, then be will turn 
and do you hurt and consume you, after that He hath done you good.” 

II. We would pass on to inquire, as proposed, secondly, into the justice of the 
dealing which is referred to in the threatening before us. The real question at issue 
would seem to be this — Does the fact of God leaving shown favour to a nation or 
an individual, furnish any ground for pronouncing as unjust the subsequent inflic- 
tion of anger? Is there that in the experience of good from the Almighty which 
might lead a person to doubt the justice of the dealing, if subsequently made to 
reap vengeance ? We will examine this question, first, with reference to Israel j 
and then, more generally, with refefence to mankind at large. 

Now it will, be admitted on all hands, that every reason was given Israel to 
expect the continuance of the Divine favour and protection. The fact of their 
miraculous deliverance ffom Egypt, was in itself a warrant to conclude that God 
designed to exalt them as a nation, and to provide for their constant defence. The 
people could not have erred in concluding from all which God wrought for them, 
in calling them out of bondage, and in preserving them in the desert, that He 
designed to uphold them, and to make them prominent amongst other nations of the 
earth, as much*for temporal greatness as for their vast spiritual privileges ; but it 
would have been to overlook one most important feature in their cusse, to neglect 
the ^cial design of the Almighty in their selection, namely, that He might be 
glorified in their willing obedience. True, indeed, God intended to bless them \ it 
was His gracious purpose to shower down upon them unnumbered mercies, but it 
was as much His intention that the people so signally favoured should present the 
spectacle of an holy nation, consecrated by profession to the service of the 
Almighty \ and if this design was altogether frustrated, can it be affirmed there 
was any injustice about the procedure, which not only withheld the promised 
blessing, but apportioned merited curse ? We must be careful not to take a 
partial or one-sided view of God’s dealings with Israel ; we grant you, that the 
bestowment of favours from the Almighty is in itself a reason to anticipate their 
continuance, and yet not to expect their continuance irrespective of the end for 
wluch they are granted. Now, without pretending to be wise beyond what is 
written, we think it is easily to be p^ceived, that one main purpose of the 
Almighty in the calling of Israel as a nation, was tolhaintain upon earth, through 
means of that race, the pure knowledge of Himself ; to a€ord a witness to the 
unity of Jehovah, and a^nst idolatry; to secure dory to Himself by the exhi- 
bition, qii the part of this people, of a consistent obedience. Surely, then, if this 
purpose was, through the nation’s profligacy and disobedience, altogether thwarted ; 
if all the resources vvhich God gave them of national strength were abused and 
corntpted ; if the gifte, which without number and measure, God lavished upon 
• them, were perverted into the instrume|j|t8 for dishonouring His name ; if, in place 
of presenting a living testimony agaipst idolatry, and on the side of God’s truth, 
they presented the spectacle of a people curtained by the Almighty’s wing and yet 
revolting from subjection to His authority, brought into near contact with Divinity, 
and yet prefisrring to worship false dkities, which could neither save nor deliver ; 
indeed it werestran^\not to perceive that their conduct in this respect released 
every presumed obligation ** to do them good,” and fh short vindicates to the 
letter the justice of the warning, If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, 
then He will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that He hath done you 
good.” 

And now, to take a more comprehensive range, from looking at the case of 
the Jewish people, let us turn to that of mankind In general. Does it appear that 
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God can be iuet in the apportionment of unmitigated wrath to mankind, notwith- 
standing all the manifestations of His determination to do them good ? There are 
two grand exhibitions to be met with of God’s merciful intention towards mankind 
at large, to do them good. The first of these is furnished by creation, and the 
second by redemption. Our object of inquiry is simply this : whether the display 
of God’s love in creating or redeeming mankind offers any reason to conclude, that 
in harmony with His justice, he cannot ** turn and do them hurt, and consume 
them.” 

To begin with crehtiqn ; no man can doubt that his creation is the proof of a 
purpose on God’s part ** to do him good.” Beyond all question, man was created 
to be happy, in a measure, even as God is happy. All his endowments, whether 
of mind or of body, bespeak this intent of his Maker to provide for his happiness. 
The faculties wherewith he is entrusted, the world he inhabits, with its many provi- 
sions for his well-being, all attest that the Creator designed His creatures* happiness in 
their formation ; and no man can ponder his own frame, so replete with evidence, to 
the exquisite skill of its Maker, and no man can look forth on the world be inhabits, 
and be at a loss to know that in his creation God designed to ^*do him good.” 

Moreover, we may add further, it is but reasonable to conclude, that what God 
formed he intended to preserve, and that having made man capable of vast enjoy- 
ment, He never designed him to inherit intense anguish. It is a legitimate infer- 
ence, from observing how God provided for man’s well-being at his creation, to 
gather that God designed his perpetual well-being ; and we know besides, there 
can be no changeableness with the Almighty. He cannot be weary of doing good, 
nor is He mutable of purpose ; and hence arises the question, How can it be har- 
monised with the manifest purpose of God in creating man, *'to do him good,” to 
find man liable to everlasting indignation from the Author of his being ? If all the 
gifts of God in creation proclaim His purpose of mercy, how shall we reconcile 
the apparent inconsistency of apportioning creatures thus formed to be happy, to 
a condition of never ending wretchedness 1 Again we must refer you to the actual 
purpose of God in man’s creation. Beyond all qilestion, this purpose was man’s 
happiness, but then hb happiness was to consist in assimilation to the Godhead $ 
and if upon man devolve the guilt of voluntarily having destroyed and renounced 
that similitude, where is the inconsistency of the dealing, should God **turn and 
do him hurt, and consume him V The nobler the faculties wherewith he was 
endowed, the brighter the evidence of God's purpose to ** do him good,” the 
stronger then seem to me the reasons wjierefore 'wrath should be executed upon 
those by whom the faculties are abused, and the evidence slighted. There can be 
no question that when God endowed man with those magnificent properties which 
attest his pre-eminence to all other created beings, the endowment was conferred in 
order that it might be employed to set forth the Divine glory. The powers of the 
intellect, the strength, of the limb, were to be sacred to the service of God. liis 
honour was to be the chief aim* of the creature ; and such was the constitution of 
man’s nature, that while true to this design of God in his creation, he would never 
have experienced any interrimtion to happiness ; whereas, the moment he forsook 
his high calling, to glorify God, by doing His will, he incurred misery through 
abandoning the sourcf^ of enjoyment. And are we to think there is any injustice 
about the procedure, if when the Creator discovered Uis creatures surrendering 
themselves to the service of His adversary, employing all the faculties which lie 
gave to be used for His glory, rather for His cruel dishonour. He should then 
visit with vengeance those whom He had proM Himself so desirous to bless ? 

Might we not appeal to all the manifestations of God’s love in creation,^ as 
furnishing a reason for the condemnation of those by whom it is scorned ? Ves, 
by the properties of the body and of the mind by the strength of muscle, and by 
the powers of the intellect ; the fervour of the afiTections, and the vigour of the 
understanding ; by all the magnificence and the loveliness of the visible panorama 
of creation, would we vindicate the justice of the award, which sentences tc wrath 
the despisers of ;mercy and the abusers of privilege. * 1 gave thee strength,* might 
God say, *to be employed for My service ; I gave thee understanding, to know Me 
as the Creator and the former of all things. 1 gave thee an immortal soul, and ^ 
those yearnings after futurity which I implanted within thee, 1 taught thee to araire 
after happiness in eternity. I spread out the universe with proofs of My wisdom 
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and m^ht, i& oidftr tlia$ £poitt myey of die heareii^ ebove« or the earth 
beneath, thee miiphteel.iiome to kaow Mf ^ ^rnU power and godhead/’ Thou 
hast abused ihp ef?«ra hast marred thy understanding ; thou hast 

yielded up thj al^^ena to what cannot satisfy thee ; thou bast sepulchred thy 
truegftealpesi of beingt and hast employed every talent which I gave thee in the 
sendee of My advereary,’ Yea, and upon such testimony as this, vft ask, if the 
jttsdee of ibe threatening receives not an overwhelming vindication — ** If ye 
xbrsake the ^ord» l^ fmrve strange gods, then He will turn and do you hurt, -and 
consume you^ afterthak He hath done you good.” * 

We turn lastly, to the manifestation of uod’s goodness, as displayed in redemp- 
tion. There have been those who have argued — redemption is the evidence of a 
love so surpassing, they can never believe (xod will sentence to destruction 
^ose whom He has redeemed at such cost * The method of our atonement 
involves an expenditure of such wisdom and mercy, that bow can we conceive of 
the Almighty as permitting its objects finally to pensh T Alas ! to reason thus, Is 
equally, as in the former instances we have adduced, to overlook one main pur- 
pose of God in the scheme of human redemption. We go every length in the 
acknowledgment how vast and how unutterable is that love, which moved God to 
send His own Son to die in our stead, and we believe that love to have been so 
comprehensive in its outgoings, that there lives not, nor ever has there lived, the 
human bmng, whose misery it did not pity, and for whose final salvation it did not 
provide. If there be one truth more clear to our judgment than another on the 
page of God’s Word, it is this, that Jesus Christ died for all mankind, and that 
when His blood was sbed there was provision made, in virtue whereof the sins of 
.every descendant from Adam may be freely forgiven. We cannot believe that the 
•love of God, which moved Him to dfvise a way of deliverance for the lost, had 
respect only to a fraction of humanity ; we believe rather, that it was a love which 
ireacbed to every family, aud to each member of every family of the human race ; 
so that there is no man that was excluded from the gracious design. 

* Moreover, we know how inadequate all language must be to describe, and all 
abought to conceive the dimensionsof this love ; U is infinite and incomprehensible, 
dike its Author. Eternity shall be employed in its celebration, and .yet its depth 
^nd height and length and breadth, will for ever remain unmeasured. And 
indeed, when you reflect upon a love so vast, expended in such rich profusfon 
upon our race, it does at first view appear strange, that any of those over whom it 
jfearned ehould ever eXperience^rom its Author the infliction of an eternal ven- 
geance. But is it not more strange, that a love so exceeding should fail to excite 
the gratitude in return of those for whom it was spent 1 Is it not strange that men 
who have been made the objects of a sacrifice so costly, should regard it so lightly, 
and r^uite it so coldly 1 We may wonder that redeemed sinners should perish, 
but is it not more wonderful that redeemed sinners should refuse to be saved ? 

Again let us advert to the purpose of God in redemption. Indeed it was to bless 
the whole earth ; it was to ransom humanity from the bondage of evil, and to 
<exalt it to transcendant felicity. But ufter all, throughout every dealing of God 
with Uis intelligent creatures, we may discover the purpose to treat them as res- 
ponsible beings, free to reject the overtures of His mercy. Now, redemption is 
ofiered upon certain terms ; if there be an error in speaking of them as conditions, 
we may notwithstanding affirm, that man is required to repent and to believe, in order 
Mo be laved. It is no part of redemption to offer him an entrance into heaven 
irrespective of moral ntness, to render him meel for heaven’s enjoyments ; and in 
<Che aoquirition of this moral fitness man is required to co-operate with the Divine 
Spirit ^ hb is to strive after holiness, in reliance upon a promised help which shall 
be mven ih pr^ortion as it is diligently sought and carefully improved. Man has, 
at ui evente, the power to refuse this help ; he can resist the suggestion of God’s 
good Spiciit and thereby thwart the purpose of the Almighty, in having redeemed 
mm. He can refuse to profit by lyhat God hath done tor him, and thus prove 
himself a despiser of the love which is so unsearchably great He can resolutely 
withstand the design of the Almighty in redemption, namely, that he should glorify 
God, both in his body and soul ; and 1 ask, if it be possible for Him to act thus, 
is there not justice in the sentence which awards him to sufiPer in spite of all the 
declared wilfiDgaess of God to do him good 1 It is iu this case, as in creation ; the 
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greatness of the mercy abused vindicates the equity of the punishment; ure stay 
ttot^o prone that the despisers of redeeming love will reap in eternity the fierceness 
of God^s wrath ; our otject is only to show the thorough justice of their pUhteh- 
ment« Conclude not then, we say* that because you have been redeem^ with 
such an inestimable price, therefore you cannot become sharers of God’s wrath. 
Redemption, it is true, tells of God’s love; it is eloquent of His longing desire to 
do you good ; it has already done much for you, for it is redemption that secures 
to us all the blessinj^ of creation. And notwithstanding, Redemption leaves you 
under the possibility of incurring a tremendous retributibn, should you slight its 
provisions. It secures all that is needful for your salvation—a tftle to heaven, 
founded upon Christ’s merits, and the help of a Divine agent, whereby you may 
be trained for immortality. But oh ! it is the sufiScieu^ of-redemption which 
renders so inexcusable its neglect. If it were not ample enbhgh in its provision ; 
if it were not gratuitously offered to all, there would be an excuse for such as derive 
not benefit from.its overtures ; whereas, if the sole cause of failure must be wilful 
unbelief, the rejection of a mercy freely offered, the contempt of a love wilhoiit 
parallel, then indeed, we can discern no imaginable injustice about the fulfilment 
of such a threatening as this — ** If ye forsake the Lord, and serve stran^ gods, 
then He will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that He hath done you 
good.” 

We add no more than a brief sentence, in conclusion. It is our most earnest 
desire in behalf of each one amongst you, that you should improve each token of 
God’s goodness, as the motive to increased obedience. We have shown you the 
danger of arguing from the experience of mercies, that judgments are not to be 
feared, should you go on in rebellion. The ^perience of goodness at God’s hands 
rather warrants the expectation of unmeasur^ severity, should the goodness be 
despised. ** Go and sin no more,” said Christ to the man whom He had healed cd 
a bodily infirmity, **lest a worse thing come unto thee.” He bad experienced a 
signal interposition of the Divine favour, but he is warned against committing 
fresh iniquity, lest after having had ** good done to him,” he should be more 
grievously afflicted. ” 

This is what we may tremble for with respect to our country at large ; God has 
been gracious to us, far beyond all our deserts. We poured out a prayer when 
His chastening was upon us, and He hath not left H imself without witness, in that 
He has done us good, giving us rain from beav<m, &nd fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness. Oh ! that we might convert this manifestatioiii of 
His goodness into the motive for serving Him more faithfully ! Alas ! there may 
be a confession of the good vouchsafed, without the surrender of heart to God’s 
service, which the favour experienced ought to produce. Let us see to it, that 
having mingled to-day, in the service of thanksgiving, we apply ourselves to ^eater 
diligence in our calling as Christians. God’s judgments are yet abroad in the 
earth, and those who are observant of what is passing, are not blind to the appre- 
hension of judgments which are visiting other shores, and may visit outs. The pes- 
tilence is walking the earth ; who can predict that it may not revisit our own land? 
Who can ten, on the efiber hand, of what avail individual repentence and devotion 
to God’s service may not be ? The nation is but the aggregate of units ; if each 
were to resolve, through God’s grace, on amendment of life, there would presently 
go forth a moral renovation over the whole surface of our country. egch then 
here present feel that he has it in his power, by the consecration of himself to the 
Lord, to act for the. best interests of all in the realm. Let each feel there is a 
responsibility laid upon him to cleave steadfastly unto God, lest by individual 
apostasy he should swell the amount of national rebellion, and provoke the 
Almighty to ** turn and do us hurt, and consume us, alter that he bath done us 
good.^* 
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“ The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad '* — ^Psalm 
czxvi. 3. 

We are about to meditate this day, in the conclusion of a special service, 
which has been arranged with wisdom, judgment, and piety, upon a subject 
that calls for pecuUar consideration, and demands earnest attention. 
Many months have not passed siRce we were called together upon a day 
specially set apart by the same piet^Ti judgment and wisdom, to deprecate the 
visitation, which our heavenly Father' had sent upon us, in withholding the 
usually abundant fruits of the earth, and to intreat of Him, by fasting and 
prayer, to vouchsafe a deliverance by granting that the land would again 
“ yield her fruits of increase to His glory and our comfort.” It pleased Him 
to hear our intercessions, and to give ear unto a nation’s petition. **Hc left 
not Himself,” in answer to prayer, “without a witness” — ^in that “ He did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and a fruitful season ; filling our hearts 
with food and gladness.” The fears which had discouraged many hearts are 
removed ; the panic which the alarm of the continuance of a want of bread 
had exdted, is taken away ; and God, whose very judgments are always 
tempered with mercy, has showed Himself better to us than our fears. 

Of the attributes and character of our God many manifestations have been 
given from time immemorial, which are eminently adapted for the instruction 
and improvement of His people. We read in His own Word how He not only 
wonderfully ordained and overruled the most perilous circumstances of His 
eady ohur^, in His purposes of wisdom and lovingkindness, but ** how He 
also fought for XsraeL” We ourselves, unless blinded by ignorance, and besotted 
by the darkness of unbelief, have, times out of number, witnessed in our own 
espedal cases, arrangements that were instituted in Hie infinite ^isdom, the 
design and operation of which have been to illustrate tli^ He is bur Saviour 
and j^server, no less than our God. And these things He has manifested, 
notwithstan^g the memoriala of His love and favour have been neglected 
and perverted, and we have lived as if every trace of His presence were 
extinguished, and as though we had been left in the utter wildness and 
anarchy of our hearts’ desires, to fedlow the vices and the falsehbods, which 
have branded those who are pronounced as ** without hope and without God 
in the world.” 

But of all the attributes of the mercy of out - God vouchsafed towards 
us, I question very much, whether we ourselves have ever witnessed 
more stiikiiig or evident proofs of Hia power and willingness to deliver, 
than in the withdrawal of famine, %nd its attendant sister, pestilence, from 
our shores, by the late liberal bestowal upon us “ of the fridts of the earth 
in their season.” ^ 

If, then, the special declaration of His displeasure against us because of Isiu 
was so marked and palpable, as to call hirth the evidences of repentance from 
almost every member of the entire body of our people, (for, excepting by a very 
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few, and those the most dissolute of our race, never was a day of humiliation so 
observed in England as was the appointed fast,|Of March the twenty-fourth,) 
surely the deliverance returned in answer to prayer, being equally marked as 
that of the manifestation of HU wrath, calls for, and will be answered to, by 
thanksgiving, intermingled with prayers for future preservation not only in body, 
but in soul, and by special supplications offered for tiie effectual and saving grace, 
which alone can teach'any to look into the plague of their own hearts, to truly 
repent of their own sins, and to abhor unfeignedly their own corruptions. 
That we have nationally, and Individually received gresl^nd palpable benefits 
no tongue can deny. But if benefits be forgotten,%r^mUapplied, they are 
worse, far worse, in their eventual and abiding result than calamities that arc 
apprehended or endured. ** Tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience, and experience hope but what doth ingratitude work ? Let conscience 
answer for itself ; whilst the endeavour U now feebly made, to induce one and 
all here present, not only with the Up, but with the heart, to respond to the 
grateful ^nd fet^vent acknowledgment of the text : ** The l^rd hath done great 
things for us ; whereof we are glad.” 

I. What things have been done for us ? 

It was prophesied by our Lord and Master, towards the close of HU gracious 
ministry, and within a brief period of the hour when He was to be offered up, 
as the great sacrifice of atonement for sin, that previously to His second 
coming, events of extraordinary moment would convulse the world, and mani- 
fest such marvels as the earth had never previously seen. With reference to 
these events one particular declaration can never fail to strike the Christian’s 
mind with anxiety, or to direct him to watch the signs of the times with more 
than common assiduity. ** And there slwl be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars ; and upon the tarth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts fading them for fear, 
and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth ; for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” ^ 

Now it cannot have failed to strike upon the attention of the thinking men 
of this generation, that they have Uved, and are still living in extradordinary 
days. Never in the world’s hUtory have so many, or so wonderful events been 
crowded into the same space of time, which have been fraught with equally 
unusual changes in the conditions of nations, and in the administration ox 
worldly powers. The elder members of thU oongregation will not need to be 
reminded of the wars of the close of the last and of the commencement of the 
present century. If ever men’s hearts have failed them for fear, certainly dur- 
« ing the last fifty years they have especially done so. We have had wars, 
frightful devastations, and accumulated sufferings, by rapacity and violence. 
And although we have been favoured with the blessings of peace for thirty- 
two years, a period unprecedented in the annals of the world, yet during the 
whole of this time, and to the present moment, ** rumours of wars” have pre- 
vailed They have excited alarm $ they have come and gone ; they arise and 
depart, hut tney have, x^ot as yet ceased. And surely we have had an equal 
proportion of distresramongst the nations, IncreaKd and increasing, with per- 
plexity. We have had violent political opposition, induced by the follies and 
the obstinacy of our rulers as well as by the madness and infatuation of 
the people. We have seen, and felt, and now at this very moment kre filing, 
an unparalleled confusion, and an utter revulsion of the ordinary concerns of 
life, l^ugHt to pass chiefly through the visitation of Providence in a deficient 
harvest iMt year ; the removal of which we this day have purposed to com- 
memorate. I would not presume to say, that the prophecy of our Lord baa 
had a certain, or even partial fulfilment in the convulsion which Europe and 
the world has suffered from, and which our own country is now contending 
against It may, it may or not be so, and time alone will be the great expositor, 
whether or no more fearful circumstances' are yet to happen, more litemy to 
fulfil the prophecy, and to show that its predictions ore accomplished to 
full extent of the Lord’s designs. But wither it he designed or accidental, 
thl^ is in the cironmstances of the present times no srnaH or fimeied oornes- 
pondence with the terms of this remarkable statement of our Lord. This must, 
lor the present, remain a matter of speculation $ and our present duty is more 
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to giTe heed to the nxerdes, which have retnoYed anticipated coni^eqtiencesy .and 
to the grodona interfevenoe, whidb, for tdie present, at least, have aveirted tbe 
ontpounngi^ the vials of 

And of all the trials which visit hitman natnie, none can possibly be so 
severe to be<«r^ as that of faminev We need only to cross the channel, which 
divides this idand from the shores of miserable and unhappy Ireland, to withess 
some of its av^l ravages ; where its intensity, though mitigated in a degree, 
is yet most appalling, and where thousands lack the veriest common neces- 
saries of hie. The ^0^ 0^ general complaint is there heard alike in the 
house of eampar&tiW Wuence, and the hovels through which the rain of 
heaven beats, and the storm travels pitilessly. The pressure of general dis- 
tress has stricken there not merely the middle and'" the lower classes, but is 
pauperising the few remaining wealthier inhabitants, whom the violence of 
intesi^ commotion has not slaughtered, or driven from their homes. A winter 
and a summer have passed, during which England has nobly done her duty, 
and endeavoured, by nearly impoverishing dierself, to afford them the means 
of subsistence ; but another winter is approaching ; nay, is a# but come, and 
the most favourable expectations augur no bptter prospect as about to result. 

It is surely, then, “a great thing” tliatwehave b^n delivered, and although 
suffering and distress are at our doors, that the worst, at least, that of famine, is 
withheld from us. It is “ a great thing done” for us, that the bolt of judg- 
ment has not again fallen upon us, that it has not visited our own liearths, 
so that we should have heard the cry of the wife of our bosom, and of our 
famishing little ones craving for food, and we had none to offer them. It is ** a 
gr^t thing^’ that the means for bracing up the frame of our bodies, and strength- 
ening them to the exercise of labour, and patience, to withstand the other press- 
ing ^ificulties of tlie hour, have n# been made to yield to exhaustion, nor to 
struggle for existence ; notwithstanding our sinfulness, notwitljptanding that 
by far the greater proportion of the ruin which is at tliis moment striking 
down the most opulent of our commercialists, and laying low many of the 
most estimable and respectable of families, is the result of the hastening to get 
rich, by an overreacliing desire for gain. It is, I say, ** a great thing done for 
us,” that against the coming inclement season, ** our garners are filled, affording 
all manner of store and t^at, at least, the miseries of the last year, are in this 
respect averted. 

But, well will it be for us, to recollect and lay to heart, since these great 
tilings have been, afid are done for us, the intention with which they have ^en 
sent, and with which the present portion of them is continued. Afflictions are 
never sent upon a people but for the purposes of punishment ; their essential 
pbject is to lay them low in the dust before the Lord. Scarcely ever, indeed, 
do we read of war, or famine, or pestilence, in the Word of God, without being 
led by the intimation of the same unerring Word, to trace them to the sins of 
the sufferers. I know this is a doctrine which tlic generality of mankind are 
opposed to receive $ 1 know, that to assert it is so, is a sure means of bringing 
down ridicule from some minds upon the individual who states it ; for the many 
imagine, that if a God has created the world, He is far too bpsy with other matters 
to condescend to take cognizance either of the affairs of Nations, or of indivi- 
duals. But if the Bible be a revelation of the mind of Deity ; if it . be God’s 
own Word, and hold that highest of all authorities, whidi we daim for it, both 
from the internal evidence of the truths it records, and from the testimony of 
ages to its accuracy, then we also know, that nothing cometh of chance, and 
that the affairs of an universe, no less than the destinies of a worid, from a 
giant’s death, to the falling of a hair, are regulated, ordained, and brought to 
pass by the Lord Most High, That Word asserts, when famine visited the 
favoured nation of His regard in the time of David, who looked only to secondary 
causes for its existence for a time, but at length by reason of its continuance, was 
induced to inquire of the Lord — why was it thus ? — ^that the answ^ given was — 
** It is l(w, or because of, Saul, and bis bloody house, because he slew the Gibeon- 
ites.” And no sooner was atonement made for national sin, than national afflic- 
tion was withdrawn. And “whether men will hear, or whether they will 
forbear,” the result of our own late national humiliation was not less marked 
in its result, than were those to Israel. The nation acknowledged that they 
had sinned, and suffered the visitation of comparative famine, and the gloomy 
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aoi^patioas of Increasing mise^ because of their tronsgressiOBi thef ham- 
bled theniselTes before their God, and what hal been the result f Tlie>carth 
has teemed urith fruitfulness $ it has brought forth abundance of **gMum lorthe 
cattle, and herb for the senrioe of man.** Scarcely hada week pai^ after the 
cries of the congregations of this land had gone up into the ears of the L(^ of 
Sabaoth,** than the fields put on the appearance of fertility, and gave promise of 
an abundant and prolifks harvest ; fears of lateness of season, and of a deflciency 
of q[uantity and quality immediatdy gave Way, and we have now to acknow- 
ledge, that England has at no s^on reaped a mOte fondant harvest, or 
gathered to her store-houses a greater weight of ^ain. 

Such have been the “great things done for u»of the Lord.” Who can refuse 
to acknowledge that this is His doing, and that “ it is marvellous in our eyes ?*’ 
Surely there is not one, who, whilst he is now present in the courts of the Lord’s 
house, to acknowledge this temporal deliverance, will not also be led to the 
contemplation of higher mercies, even the crowning, consummating, and needful 
mercies, and with added force, be induced not only to ask — “ Who hath done 
great thin^ for us ?** but also to make answer—- “It is the Lord,” — “the 
Lord, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth ;** 
“ not willing that any should perisli, but that all should come to repentance.** 

But this leads us to inquire— 

II. Who it is that hath done such great things for us ? 

Whether the deliverance that has been wrought out for us, be considered in 
a national, domestic, or personal point of view, there are few here, 1 am con- 
vinced, from what I have known of them during the time I dwelt amongst 
them, who will not recognize, and acknowledge the hand of Him who “ doeth 
as He will in the armies of heaven, and amongst the inhabitants of the earth $’* 
and confess, that hod He not commanded the destroying angel to withhold his 
avenging hand, inevitable destruction would have ensued. 

The present manifestation of mercy is, therefore, calculated to draw our 
considk^ration to the contemplation of this great and glorious Being, whom 
“ the heaven of heavens cannot contain,** and whose arrangements, instituted 
in infinite wisdom, illustrate Him, to inferior and^dependant beings like our 
selves, as not merely the Creator, but the Sovereign of all things. 

Material nature, in its varied and wondrous productions, is a sublime record 
of Him, at whose creative fiat it started into order, strength, and beauty, from 
the darkness of its primeval chaos. “ The invisible things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His power and Godhead.** “ The heavens declare the glorv 
of God, and the firmament showeth His handy work. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech 
nor language where their voice is not heard. Their Une is gone out through all 
the earth, and their words to the end of the world.*’ And sun, and moon, and 
stars, that deck the vast expanse above us, and eveiy form that breathes and 
moves in animated life, and within the territory of our globe, and every com- 
bination of elements that appears upon the surface, or is embosomed in the cen- 
tre, are but the proclamations of His power, IBs wisdom, and His love; 

But in the display of the Divine perfections, that which eclipses all the 
others, is the attribute of merej, — aa attribute especially manifested by the of 
withdrawal of pain and suffering from a rebellious race ; but more epecudly 
evidenced and shown by that crowning revelation which has been given m 
the means, whereby alone man attains redemption, and secures a release from 
the bonda^ of his natural depravity, — a revelation in which His glory shines 
forth in peculiar splendour^; ahd dims into dark shadow every preceeding 
illustration and fulfilment 

It would not be consistent with the plan of this discourse to enter at lenglBi 
upon the modeof Divine manifestation, which ta here presented. The factis, there- 
fore, but to be repeated, that in Christ Jesus there is the concentration of the 
attribute of Jehovah, and of the natural and moral perfections of Hfe beittg^ 
than which nothing can rise superior, or be more impress! ve* inasmuch as 
contemplation of ms greatness and g^ory by faith, is to receive new light and 
corroboration with the events of time; and is to excite both the admiration 
and the joy of earth and heaven. Unhappily, in by far the greater majo- 
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rity of instances^ wlietllef they be of adversity or of prosperity, it is sad and 
mouraliii to thixxki how the maxiifestations of Jehovah are neglected and per* 
verted by a fallen aM apostate race-^ race, treading in a sphere that is 
lighted up and gdoviing with the gzeatn^s of l>eity, as if every trace of His 
presenoe v^ere eatloguished, and as if they were left in the utter wildness and 
anarehy of the heart*8 devices to follow the falsehoods which have branded them 
as " without God in the world.” Well do we know, (for have not Divine 
visitatioiis for national sins mnounced, had nothing else declared it ?>-'WeU, I 
say, do we know, thjat de^ and deadly have been the errors, and that men* 
stroua and fearful hdve been the departures from Him. How ought those, 
therefore, to rejoice, who are preserved from participation in such guilt, and 
who> amidst the wreck of ages, and the crashing conflicts of earth, can yet 
believe in Him, who is G^ alone, and feel that it is ** the Lord” ind^d, 
** who hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 

III. Seeing, therefore, who it is, **who hath wrought sash great things 
for us what will be the most proper expiression of our joy, and the most 
profitable manifestation of our gratitude ? 

It is useleili to attempt to ^ rejoice Jor deliverances wrought out, unless the 
conscience testifles that each manifestation of wrath has been deserved. Unless 
it is felt that the cause of calamity, no less than the removal of it, comes direct 
from the hand of Deity, there can be no reason to anticipate the continuance 
of the one, or the entire removal of the other. 

That rejoicings for the blessings of an abundant harvest have not been at pre- 
sent so general, or so distinct, as the mercies thereby diflUsed unquestionably 
demand, may, I think, he gathered from the fact, that we are not yet freed 
from apprehension, and not, at present, entirely delivered from anxiety. Had 
God been regarded as He ought to have biaen in His visitation, and the traders 
in the means of sustenance had a more especial eye to the relief of the 
many sufl^ng around them ; had not self been paramount, and the over 
anzions desire of self-aggrandizemeDt been so pedpaole, that none could mis- 
take its operations, — ^it is problematical, whether the present stagnation of 
commerce, and the want of confidence in our mercantile transactions would 
havOv resulted with such desolating consequences. 

One sin of the present day espmally is, that of hastening to get wealth. 
For this everything is made to give way. Honesty of puri^se is forgotten ; 
the usual routine habits of business are disregarded ; op^otions, as unusal as 
they are questionable, are resorted to, from the hare idea, or mention of 
which our forefathers would have shrunk, and visited him who hazarded them 
with iAut opprobrhim and disgrace, such unheard-of propositions deserved. But 
these things have grown into fashion of late years ; and the man, who is the 
greatest od^t at overreaching his neighbour, — will not say defrauding, though 
it dosely approximates to this, — obtains the greatest amount of applause, and is 
toked upon as a model for imitation, and as a creditable esmmple to follow* 

whidi inm^sates that ma^^U love his neighbour as he loves himselff without 
evasion or equivocation, is palpapletothe meanest of unbiased comprehensions. 
It Is tK>tally opposite to the mind and spirit <of that God, who, ** while we were 
yet sinners sent His only begotten Son to die for us who “while we were yet 
enemks to Him, and alienat^ by wicked works did not reward us according 
to our offences,” but returned the greatest good for the greatest amount of evU 
that had ever been raised against Him. The plan of Him wbo made us, was not 
to cast na. off without the offer of a remedy, when we had forfeited all claim to 
His favour ; hut “ He commanded the light to shin^ out of darkness, to give 
UgM and knowledge of His glory in the face of Jmus Christ.” The dealing of 
liilKkiiid being at exposed to this spirit and intention ; the practices of daily 
intmooume between man and maii. being as unlike theses His gracious mea- 
sures of tieatmeut toward His creatures,-^aB light is opposed to darkness, and 
Christ to Belialf it follows, as a necessary consequence, that He must abhor 
the transactions of tlie times, and abominate the avowed and utter selfishness 
of human and depraved nature. But whatever God abhors He punishes ; 
whatever He abominates, He visits with retribution. It is a truth which 
every mind, rightly direct^ and instructed, must be cognizant of, that what- 
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ever are our personal sins, they, sooner or later, are **8ure to find as out.'* And 
as with personal offences, so is it with national transgressions i and the 
demand of Jehovah, therefore, is, — ** Shall 1 not visit fmr these things ?” 

The attributes of mercy which God has displayed, in giving os bread to eat, 
and raiment wherewith we may be clothed, have not been acknowledged, as 
yet, in our marts of commerce, or our halls of businesB. So overwhelmed are 
men of merchandize with the pressure of the times, and with anxieties lor the 
personal safety of their properties, that they have scarcely thought, or oonid* 
dered where they would have been, had the late harvest been as deficient as that 
of 1846 was said to have been, and the present distress of panic and crisis bc»en 
superadded thereto. They are so taken up with the thotmhts and attempts at 
extrication from the miseries, which their own thoughtfessness and sin have 
, brought upon them, that they are not glad, as they ought to be, at the deliver- 
ance from famine and pestilence, which the liord has vouchsafe. 

The question then returns, how shall they become so ? how shall they 
manifest their sense of thankfulness and gratitude so as to profit withal ? 
By acknowledging heartily, wi|h the services of this day, that the hand 
of God has been displayed, and is still visible in the whole matter, 
and that unless they rise firopi^ the trammels, with which sin and self 
have bound them, and call upon their God, they can expect no perma- 
nent benefit, nor lasting amelioration of the circumstances vfliich *‘make 
them stagger like drunken men," and put them to their wit’s end. If 
they would rejoice with gratitude for deliverances already wrought, and 
express heartfelt anxiety and desire, manifested by earnest and unceasing 
prayer, that events may change in t^ir present features, and adversity give 
place to returning prosperity and plenty, let them strive to crucify self, and 
to exercise that principle of **love which thinketh” — ^no less than meditates*--* 
** no evU” to their neighbour ; — a love, upon which every Christian will strive 
to act ; — a love born of gratitude for deliverances realist, as well as hope for 
engagements to be fulfilled ; the proof of which Heth not in inquiring with 
the Pharasaic lawyer of old — “ Who is my neighbour but in obedience to 
the commandments of God, and in a stedfast determination, through grace, 
ever to strive to keep them. 

If, then, brethren, you are conscious of being, on the whole, actuated by 
this principle, and of producing this fruit, if repeated merdes stimulate you to 
increased exertions, if the remembrance of that deliverance we now commemo- 
rate, and for which we have offered thanksgiving to the Most High and 
the experience, — the daily experience, of a far more signal and momentous 
deliverance, ** shall henceforth quicken your exertions in making known, and 
setting forth the will of God, shall make you more diligent, though not less 
huuble, more active, yet not less watchful, more zealous, yet not less circum- 
spect, more confident in your Saviour, yet not less distrustful of yourselves, 
more concerned to abound in the fruits ox the Spirit, yet not less concerned to 
remember that all the fruits are His; then, ^n make this confession in 
the manner most acceptable to God, and which wul be most approved of mefi 
by which you may take to yourselves the joy implied in the concluding wends 
of the text — " Whereof we are glad.” ♦ 

But if great and important opportunities be neglected and misai^Hed ; if the 
Lord’s-day still continue as it now is with very many, a day of business or lin- 
ful pleasure ; if professing Christians will still bow down, and sacrifice their 
spiritual interests to the worship of mammon and of self, and tiius dishonour 
God, and hold His interpositions as of no moment or value ; the day cannot be 
far distant, when He will teach us, not by such a lesson as He has lately sent, 
but by a more fearful visitation, that ** it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” Bepentance for national and personal sin ; thanksgiving 
for personal and nationid de4verance8, mi^ yet avert the storm. 

Surely, then, brethren, as members or a grateful nation, you will lay to 
heari the affectionate and impressive warning of our Loi^ and Saviour Jilus 
Christ — “Behold, thou art made whole; sin no more,' lest a worse thing 
come unto you and further, acknowledge id the words of this morning’s 
meditation, by evidences of joy tempered with moderation, and of thams- 
fulncss, joined with trembling— “ The Lord hath done great things for us ; 
whereof we Are glad.” 
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**Jktake a joyful noise tmto the JLord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord wiOi glad- 
ness: come before His presence with singing. Know ye that the Lord He is God: 
it is He that luUh made us, and not we ourselves ; toe are His people, and the shem 
of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise: be thaniful unto Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is goods His 
mercy is ev^lasting; and His truth emiureth to all genercUionsl* — Psalm c. 

It has been well observed of tbe book of Psalms, that while it presents a 
lively picture of the devotion of ancient saints, it expresses sentiments and 
feelings, recognized by the experience of the believer in every age of the world. 
Nothing can exceed these songs of Zion in their adaptation to the various 
states ^ the human mind, and the various conditions of human life in all 
climes and times. They pourtray the broken heart of the penitent transgres- 
sor, the bitter tears of the backsliding saint, and the deep gratitude of the 
pardoned and delivered soul. They furnish affliction with words of comfort, 
despondency with expressions of hope, and ^adness with strains of rapture. 
They meet the case of the distressed in his adversity, of the prosperous in his 
affluence, of the poor in his obscurity, and of the monarch on his throne ; of a 
private individual humbled to the dust by reason of sin, or elevated to heaven 
by feelings of gratitude, of an entire people lying in sackcloth and ashes, on 
account of national judgments, or acknowledging the loving-kindness of the 
Lord, on account of national deliverances. Whatever be our condition, they 
uniformly teaqh us to acknowledge God in public, as well ^ in private, and 
speak to us wim the clearest voice, on the duty Of assembling in His bouse, 
for humiliation in the day of adversity, and for thanksgiving in the season of 
abundance. As in the hour of darkness and sorrow, they direct us to say, “ As 
for me, I will come into Thy hobse, in the Multitude of Thy mercy ; and in 
fear will I worship toward Thy holy temple,” so in the time of deliverance 
anojprosperity, they address to us the invitation, ** Make a joyful noise unto 
the Ld^, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness ; come before His pre- 
sence 'with singing. Know ye that the Lord He is God ; it is He that hath 
made us and not we ourselves : we are His people and tbe sheep of His pas- 
ture. Knter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise i be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good ; 
Ms mercy is everlasting ; and His truth endureth to^ generations.” 

Of the reasons for thanking, and publicly praising Ood, assigned in this 
well known psalm, the ffl^st to be noticed is, the fact that we are the work of 
His hands. ^ Know ye that the Lord He is God, it is He that hath made us> 
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and not “wre ourselves.” The effects oi God's creative power, furnish the 
man of contemplation and piety, with matter for most admiring gratitude, 
and fill his heart with the liveliest emotions of “ wonder, love and praise.” 
He exclaims, like David, “When I consider Thy heavens, the work of 
Thy fingers, the moon and tlie stars, wliich Tiiou hast made ; Lord what is 
man that Thou art mindful of Him, or the Son of man that Tiiou visitest 
Him ?” He beholds, like him, the vast expanse of the universe studded with 
worlds, replete with structures, vastly transcending the stateliest edifices of 
art, and the most gorgeous palaces of princes. He secs the ruby’s blaze, 
eclipsed by the brilliant lights of the firmament, and the lustre of the diamond, 
obscured by the glowing fires, and radiant beauties of tlie starry sky. He looks 
at the sun, going forth in his strength, diffusing light and fruitfulness far 
and wide, and filling all things living with comfort and cheerfulness. lie re- 
gards the moon, walking in milder majesty, and tempering with her genial 
beams, the realms of darkness. He regards the grateful vicissitudes of day 
and night, and the agreeable changes thereby produced of labour and repose ; 
the evening dews, and the gracious rains, sent down uiion this our inheritance, 
and refreshing* it when weary : the regular returns of summer and winter, 
seed-time «‘ind harvest, all conducing to life’s support and happiness. And 
tlie result is, unfeigned admiration of the amazing contrivance, and a perpe- 
tual inclination, gratefully to exclaim, “O Lord, how manifold are Thy 
works ! in wisdom hast Thou made them all.” And if, in contemplating tliis 
profusion of creative wealth, there be, on a first view excited in the mind, as 
in the case of the psalmist, a strong feeling of the insignificance of man, yet 
when he descends to the contemplation of himself, he finds there another 
w^orld of wonders, which make a yet greater demand on ins gratitude to its 
most gracious Creator. He considers his own frame, and he finds it full of 
marvels, the ingenious contrivance of the curious fabric, the remarkable adap- 
tation of every part, to promote the well-being of the whole, the senses form- 
ing a communication with the world without, and forming as many avenues 
of comfort and delight, and the mind witliin, endowed with faculties of great 
reach and power, with reason, intelligence, and judgment, with memory to 
recal the occurrences of the past, with foresight to anticipate the possL 
bilities of the future, with imagination and refiection to penetrate, to 
arrange and to combine the hidden mysteries of thouglit and of matter, 
of heaven and of earth. And, as ho thus examines the constitution and 
working of his body and spirit, ho naturally asks, ‘What am I? And 
whence am I ? How came I hither ? And for what purpose have I been 
sent ? Is it likely that I, thus fearfully and wonderfully made, am doomed 
to expend my existence on this “bank and shoal of time,” to toil with 
fruitless anxiety and care, on this evanescent scene, and then, after passing a 
few years, “ like a tale that is told,” to sink into the silent and dreary abyss of 
annihilation ? Is it possible tbat I, with such a storehouse of recollections, 
reflections and aspirations, am destined to plod through this world, for three- 
score years and ten, or a little longer, often shorter time than tbat, and then, 
like a bird of the air, or an ox of the stall, to close my eyes in endj^ss dark- 
ness, and to fall into the depth of eternal sleep ?’ Oh I surely this j^not be. 
Independently of other proofs, I hear a voice within me, proclaiming that, if 
I be not wanting to myself, if I pifevent not wilfully the design of my being, 
I am intended, with this same body, purified from the seed of mmrtality, and 
rendered indestructible ; and with this same spirit, cleansed from the dross of 
corruption, and made incapaHe of sinning, to be transplanted to another clime, 
and to take up my habitation in a more genial scene, where my faculties, 
which are now only in the bud, shaU advance and grow, and riijen, and rise 
higher and higher in the scale of intelligence and happiness, until they reacli 
the perfect day of meridian brightness and glorious bliss. Sublime and tran- 
wsporting thought 1 to be the possessor of an existence, that sliall extend and 
improve to eternal ages ! How wonderful in wisdom, goodness and might, 
must be He who constituted me what I am, and created me for such a piir« 
pose ! Hoiv deserving of my grateful regard ! How worthy, to engage my 
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affectionate obedience and delight ! 1 will, therefore, rejoice in the Lord, and 
call upon all creation to glorify His name, and say, ** Make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness : come before His pre- 
sence with singing. Know ye that the Lord he is God, it is He that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves** 

The second reason, assigned in this portion of Scripture, for rendering such 
a homage to God, is the consideration, that we are His subjects, and He our 
careful Ruler. ^*We are His people, and the sheep of His pasture,*’ In 
ancient phraseology, a Jdng is often called the shepherd of the i>eople. It is 
to the believer a de^hthil contemplation, that in this sense the Lord 
Almighty is his shepherd. Wise and good rulers among men, are justly ac- 
count among the most valuable benefactors of their species. When wMom 
sits at the helm, and justice holds the balance of retribution, and a considerate 
mind uses power in defence of the weak, oppression is checked, liberty is 
secured, innocence is protected, universal order prevails, and peace and hap- 
piness diffuse their j^ni^ant influence though a smiling land. At the 
thought of such an authority, every countenance brightens with complacency, 
every bosom glows with gratitude, and every heart exults with joy. Now 
the man of |aith beholds at the head of universal nature One who is matchless 
in wisdom, unrivalled in power, incomparable || benevolence — One who has 
established tlie best laws, for the regulation of ms dominions, and armed those 
laws with a power to reach the heart and the reins, as w^ as the uttered 
words and the visible deeds, and executes those laws in the way to confer the 
greatest measure of happiness on His obedient subjects. And, therefore, 
though he may be surrounded with difficulties, and menaced with dangers, 
his heart is not troubled, neither is it afraid, but fixed in calm composure, 
trusting in the Lord, ^metimes we may l^hold terrible things in the con- 
vulsions of nature, in the battle of the elements, in the withered productions 
of the earth, in the condition of nations or communities, and we are driven to 
exclaim with perplexity and dread, concerning the operations of the Almighty 
Sovereign-^** How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past ^d- 
ing out !*’ But we no sooner return to sober reflection, than the cloud of de- 
spondency is dispelled. And the thought of one, whose power extends over 
the entire universe, and is, we are sure, ever employed for ultimate' good, like 
the orient sun, dispersing the shades of night, chases away the gloom of 
doubt and appreliension, and fills the believing heart with confidence and joy. 
Sometimes we may hear of ** wars and rumours of wars,” of thrones tottering 
and kingdoms falling, and of nations raging and dashing together, like the 
waves of the tumultuous ocean, but ** the Lord on high is mighter than the 
noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea.” Sometimes 
intestine tumults may threaten us with anarchy and confusion, and secret 
enemies may plan the destruction of our domestic peace. But it is a comfort 
to remember, that we are not at the disposal of our fellow-mortals, and that 
the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men.” Nor is any thing connected 
with our individual welfare, beneath His minute superintendence, or beyond 
His powerful controul. The diseases which affect our bodi^ the troubles 
which afifect our minds, the misfortunes which affect our condition, the flames 
which lay houses in ruins, the storms which bury treasures in the deep» ** the 
pestilence that walketh in darkness, and tflb arrow that fiieth at noon day”*^ 
are all servants which await His sovereign pleasure, and of which He can say 
** to one. Go and it goeth, and to another, Come, and it cometh.” And being 
assured by His unfaUing Word, chat He will make ^*a]l things to wcark together 
for good to them that love Him,” we may possess our souls in patience, nay, 
che^ilness, through all the chances of our earthly pilgrimage, yea, greatiy 
rejoice at the thought that we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.” 

We have next set before us, the goodness and mercy and veracity of God, 
as emphatically demanding the public expression of our gratitude. ** Enter 
into His gates with thanksgiving : and into His courts with praise : be thank- 
ful unto Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good ; His mercy is ever- 
lasting i and His truth endureth to all generations.” Of the goodness of God 
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we sought to set before you several instances, when last winter we appealed 
to you, in behalf of a distressed and starving people; we then endeavoured 
to make it clearly f^pear from the operations of nature, the records of history, 
the dispensations ot providence, and the testimonies of inspiration, how mani- 
festly the goodness of God predominates over the severity He exercises 
towards the children of men. And now we will content ourselves on that head, 
with 'ksking you whether in your own cas^ the loving-kindness of the Lord, 
has not be^ far more remarkable than His wrath. You have, perhaps, sus- 
tained many losses and disappointments. But have they not been trifling, 
compared with the possessions that are left, the o^ects you have attained, 
and the prosperity you still enjoy ? You have, perhaps, had to lament many 
bereavements ; but have they not been few, when you count the comforts 
which remain ? You have lost a father or a mother ; but have you not sons 
and daughters still living? You mourn the death of a brother or a sister ; 
but have you not many other dear relatives to console your hearts ? Pain 
and grief, sickness of body and distress of mind, may have paid you their 
unwelcome visits ; but have they not been “ few and far between,” when you 
look back on the long succession of health and strength and mental tranquility 
you have enjoyed ? And say whether, on the retrospect of all the past, you 
have not abundant reason , lb declare that “ the I^ord is g^ ?” There is not 
one true Christian now before me, who will not respond in heart to this part 
of the text. Even though you may on many occasions have found this world 
a vale of tears, and you have been afflicted and distressed in various ways, 
and days of care and nights of weariness have been appointed unto you, with 
sad misfortunes and heart-breaking bereavements in their train, yet when you 
balance against these the many blessings and privileges, the many years of pro- 
sperity, of exemption from pain and grief, which have been allott^ unto you, 
you will feel compelled to acknowledge the loving-kindness of the Lord, nor 
will it be with reluctance, but with delight, that you will take every oppor- 
tunity of answering the psalmist’s call, for the public expression of your gra- 
titude : ** Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise : be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good.” 

But the next consideration named by the psalmist demands yet deeper emo- 
tions of gratitude, and louder songs of praise. ** His mercy is everlasting.” 
Thisre is a notable difference between the quality of goodness and the qua- 
lity of mercy. The mercy of God is an attribute which has for its objects, 
fallen and sinful creatures. It is not needed by those angelic intelligences 
who have preserved their integrity, the life and happiness they enjoy being 
emanations of Divine goodness, rather than of Divine mercy ; neither was it 
needed by man among the bowers and groves of paradise, the life and happi- 
ness which he enjoyed being also emanations of Divine goodness rather than 
of Divine mercy. As long as he continued in innocence, he was happy, and 
therefore needed not mercy, mercy being required only by the miserable. But 
when he fell, and by wilful disol^dience insulted a most gracious Benefactor 
he lorfeited all the blessings with which he was surrounded, and subjected 
himself to perpetual destitution and suflering, as the penalty of his transgres- 
sion. Then he came to be greatly in need of mercy, and it was through 
mercy alone that he was permitted to live one moment after he had depart 
from God. But God not only siht him a short reprieve just for the purpose 
of giving him time for repentance. Ho continued to him many of the bles- 
sings he possessed before his fall. Instead of striking his mind with helpless 
idiotcy. He continued to him the use of His rational faculties, the powers of 
memory, foresight, judgment, reflection. Instead of blasting liis body with 
incurable weakness, He continued to him the health aud strength requisite to 
till the ground and to obtain the means of subsistence. Instead of condemn- 
ing him to the unsatisfied cravings of hunger and thirst. He caused the earth 
to respond to his labours, and to supfdy him with corn and oil and wine. The 
continuation of blessings like these, to one who had justly deserved to lose 
them all, was a pore act of imspesdcable mercy. Had he not o^nded his 
Creator, they woidd liave been the mere, though most thankworthy emana- 
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tioDB of Divine goodness, delighting to aoatter benefits with a liberal hand, 
and rejoicing in the wide diffusion of happiness. But when he had destroyed 
the work widch God pronounoed **Tery good,** and defaced his soul by tlie 
pollution of sin, it was nothing but pure compassion that Touchsafed to him any 
of those possessions, which make life comfortable or existence endurable. And 
what is it but pure compassion that youchsafes to us his descendants, w^o are 
in the same condemnation, such blessings at the present day ? Think ol your 
being by nature enemies to God, and perversely bent upon ofibnding Him by 
wicked works. Think of the numberless ways, in which you have offended 
Him by though^ byword, by deed; by the Mies of your youth, by the 
multiplied iniquities of your maturer age ; by individual wickedness, by na- 
tional transgression. Tlunk how often He has knocked at the door of your 
hearts, and you have denied Him admission ; ]»w often He has called you to 
repentance and you have refused to hear ; and How long He has stretched out 
His hand with the ofibrs of heavenly favours, you have not regarded Him. 
When you think of such inexcusable peverseSHiis, sucli miserable indifference, 
such deep provocations, and you yet find yourselves in the land of the living 
and in the place of hope, and that instead o| bsing desolate and destitute of 
all comfortable subsistence, you are surrounded with many blessings, health 
and strength, food and raimej^ domestic enjoyments, and national advantages, 
you cannot restrain the out-burstings of gratitude, to Him whose mercy is 
thus found to “endure for ever,” and you cannot but feel the entire reason- 
ableness of the exhortation — ** Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and 
into His courts with praise : be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For 
His mercy is everlasting.*’ 

One other and very forcible consideration is added in this portion of Scrip- 
ture, as an inducement to the acknowledging of God \ it is, that ** His truth 
endureth to ail generations.” 

We will apply this position to only one truth of God at present — ^that truth 
of revelation which assures us of His constant sui^rintendence of the world we 
inhabit. God’s Word declare^ that ** the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men ;** and we maintain that this declaration is not less true now than when 
it was uttered in the ears of Nebuchadnezzar. God’s Word declares, that it 
is He who “ causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service 
of man, and that all things “ living wait upon Him to receive their meat in 
due season and we aver, that these words are as significant now as when 
they came from the lips of the psalmist ; yea, that the truth asserted in them 
** endureth to all generations.” And when it is found that, through careless- 
ness or infidelity, men act as if they were meaningless or false, and avowedly 
or practically deny God’s interference in the affairs of nations or the operations 
of nature, He gives contradiction to the folly by sending forth “ His judg- 
ments on the earth,” and so makes ** the inhabitants of the world to learn 
righteousness.” When Pharoah, for example, set Jehovah at defiance, he and 
his kingdom were chastised with dreadful scourges. When Nebuchadnezzar 
forgot Him, by ascribing to his own skill and prowess the power and posses- 
sions which Heaven had Stowed, he was reduced to have his dwelling with 
the beasts of the field. When Sennacherib insulted Him, in the confidence of 
conducting a countless and invincible army, on the morrow all his hosts were 
found to be dead men. When David grieiftusly sinned against the Lord by 
numhering the people, a pestilence descended upon liis kingdom, and carried 
away seventy thousand of his subjects. When Israel as a nation apostatized 
from the worship of their fathers, “ the palmerworm, and the locust, and the 
cankerworm, and the caterpillar,” like a great army, came and devoured the 
fruits of the earth, and clianged the land that flowed with milk and honey 
into a dreary and desolate wilderness. We are quite sure that God still con- 
tinues, as of old, to follow national sins by national sufferings. If a people, like 
our own, will be so forgetfol of the providence of the Most High as to refef all 
their acquisitions and advantages to their own skill and industry — if they 
will so ** make haste to be rich,” as if wealth were the one thing needful, and so 
“ set their affectioas on things below,” as if the “ things above” were a fable 
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or a dream, why, then, let thorn look for revensee that Bhall oame thdr ** riches 
to make themselves wixx^ and flyaway,*’ and leave them in the slough of 
disappointment and despair. And if we hear of a part of our kingdom where 
tlie poor have been shamefully neglected by the ridb, as if xn^perty had been 
given to men for their own ezdusive gratification, without reference to its 
disposal according to the will of God, whose is the** earth and the fulness 
thered^’* and, accordingly, without regard to the comforts, or even the sub** 
sistence, of those through whose toil the earth is made to yield her increase^ 
if the wretched tillers of the ground, through whatever causes, are found to 
perpetrate murders in broad day-ligh^ and, instead oi being detected, are even 
shidded by their neighbours from the hand of the avenger of blood, then let 
men look for uncommon afflictions and eactraordinary calamities. We would 
not, however, be understood as passing judgment on particular cases, either of 
a nation or of individuals. And there may be reason to fear, not merely the 
imputation, but the reality of presumption, in treading on these mysterious 
grounds; but we cannot be w|^g in declaring that there is a connection, 
though we may not be able exactly to trace it out, between a nation’s wicked- 
ness and Heaven’s temporal didpl^ure. God has declared it, with regard to 
the nations of old ; and Wq. know that what He has once declared relative to 
mankind will for ever stand tast, and be found v%pplicable in every age $ for 
** His truth endureth to all generations.” 

But we discover a more cheering view of the position, that ** His truth 
endureth to all generations,” in the connection noticeable between humiliation 
for sin and deliverance from punishment. Of this connection we have many 
striking illustrations in the inspired records. Even the proud king of Egypt, 
against whom the cries of oppressed Israel rose up to Heaven, no sooner 
repented of his obstinacy and entreated the forbearance of Heaven, than the 
plague which afflicted his realm was removed. Even the idolatrous and mur- 
derous Aiiab no sooner ** rent his clothes, and put sackcloth on his flesh, and 
fasted, and went softly, and bumbled himself before the Lord,” under the ter- 
ror of impending wratli, than Elijidi was commissioned to tell him that God 
would not bring on the threatened evil in his days. Who can forget the memo- 
rable effects of seasonable repentance in the case of the Ninevites, when 
menaced with destruction ? When ** they proclaimed, a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them, and cried mightily 
unto God” in dei^recation of His deserved and fearful wrath, “ God saw their 
works that they turned from their evil ways ; and God repented of the evil 
that He had said He would do unto them, and He ffld it not,” ** Gather the 
lieople,” said the prophet Joel, when his country was threatened with ruin 
through war and famine, ** sanctify the congregation. Let the priests, the 
ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let thorn 
say, Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach.” 
And what was the consequence ? Deliverance and joy of heart ; so that the 
same prophet who had preached repentance to the people, encouraged them to 
strains of triumphant exultation, saying, ** Be glad, then, ye children of Zion, 
and rejoice in the Lord your God ; for He hath given you the former rain 
moderately, and He will cause to qome down for you the raiu, the former rauir 
and the latter vain in the first month. And the floors shall be full of wheats 
and the fats shall overflow with w%ie and oil. And 1 will restore to you the 
years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and 
the palmerworm, My great army which I sent among you. And ye shall eat 
in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, that 
hath dealt wondrousl^ with you.” And does not our own experience at this* 
moment — to say nothing of past deliverances after previous humiliations — 
bear testimony to the connection between national contrition and national 
restoration ? and have we not abundant retyson to avail ourselves of this dayv 
especially and most properly appointed as a ^y of thanksgiving, to empha- 
ti^y ** praise the name of the Lord our God, that hath dealt wondrously 
with us ?” If dottds and darkness have for awhile brooded over our land — 
if the Lord has seemed to stretch forth His hand in ju^^ent-— if He has 
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it were, their increase nnto the catapiUar, and their labour unto the locust” 
—if we hare had reason to fear that the tide of devastation might reach our 
own neighbourhoods, and even make our own habitations desolate — and if, then, 
upon our ^ humhlhig oursdves un^ the mighty hand of Ood,*' with fasting, 
and with wee^b^ and with moU^ng,” we have found the storm ^tearing 
away, the earth bringing forth plentifully, **the floors to be full of wheat,” 
and the trees to be bending with fruit, and meat to be given abundantly, so 
that all may eat and be ,|iatisfled, and there is exchang^ unto us ** beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy ^or mourning, and the garments of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness”— oh ! jS God has thus dealt bountifully with us, who might 
ere while well be afraid of destitution and want, who shall not perceive tliat 
He is ** the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,” ** forgiving iniquity, trans- 
gression and sin” to the broken heart and contrite spirit, and feel towards 
Him the deepest gratitude at once for His gpicious acts and gracious revela- 
tions, and echo with heart and soul the sentiments of the words, “ Enter into 
His gates with thanksgiving, and into His couits with praise : be thankful 
unto Him, and bless His name ; for His truth ehdureth to all generations.” 

Great, and good, and memful God! we rejol^in the belief of Thy exist- 
ence. We rejoice in the mUA of Thy providence. “ We bless Thee for our 
creation, preservation, and w the blessings of this life,” especially for our deli- 
verance this year from the evils of which we were afraid, ** but above all for 
the redemption of the world by our liord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory” hereafter. We esteem it our indispensable duty to 
worship Thee ** in spirit and in truth.” We look up to Thee with all the con- 
solation of the assurance, that Thou art a faithful Guardian, an unchanging 
Friend, and a munifloent ** rewarder of them that diligently seek Thee.” And 
1 trust that there is not one among us — would there were not one in the 
nation ! — ^that is not filled with the spirit of the psalm which we have already 
sung, and now discoursed on, and will not be ever ready in heart to say — 
“ Make a Joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with glad- 
ness : come before His presence with sin^ng. Know ye that the Lord He is 
God : it is He that that hath made us, and not we oursdves ; we sore His peo- 
ple, and the sheep of His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanks^ving, and 
into His courts with praise : be thankful unto Him, and bless His name. For 
the Lord is good ; His meircy is everlasting ; and His truth endureth to all 
generations.” 

It appears from the Queen’s Letter, already read in your hearing, that much 
distress still prevails among our fellow-suhjects in distant parts of the king- 
dom, towards the relief of which you are requested to contribute according to 
your several abilities. 
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Being tbe Day appointed for the C^eral Thankagivlhg for the late abundant Harvest. 

“ And we know that all things tmark together for good to them that love GodJ** 
— Xtomans viii. 28. 

Men and brethren, a solemn il^erngf befits a solemn occasion. We have to-day 
blessed our God for signally ifinswerillg prayer in averting tbe threatened curse of 
prolonged famine, and in restdting fruitMlness to o m l and. The consideration, in 
connexion herewith, of " the end of the Lord ** in tnoM darker dispensations, which 
wear the outward appearance of evil, bath seemed to me likely, by God's blessing, 
to tend to edification, and to the abounding of your liberality towards those for 
whom, in obedience to the Royal command, 1 shall ask your contributions at the 
close of this discourse. 

In this epistle Paul has been hitherto a traveller, toiling up the hill of a demon- 
stration how utterly lost is man, and how freely gracious is God in Christ Jesus. 
And just as a traveller, having reached some commanding height, turns round to 
delight himself in contemplating the difficulties surmount^, and the way passed 
over, so in this eighth chapter is the holy man of God moved to turn round, and 
expatiate over the glorious and lovely t^ngs through which the Spirit has led him 
in the preceding seven. No more condemnation,*' nor slavery, nor fear, for the 
spiritual ones, who **are in Christ Jesus." Moreover, no anxious disquietude 
conceniing the terrible scenes and events around them. ** Though tbe waters roar 
and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof, God is in 
the midst of them, they shall not be moved." There is nothing wonderful in this 
fixed state of mind, if only you fancy a man realizing the things which the Bible 
reveals. Let faith be to you ** the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen yourself a sinner undeserving of any thing in the shape of mercy, 
and God a Father who has freely given you all things," and the presence and 
prevalence of evil will in no wise shake you. He has solved the difficulty of your 
salvation, and will solve all others. May you, dear brethren, assent to this sublime 
truth of the text, by being yourselves embraced in the fold of those who love God 
the called according to His purpose." 

First, I wish to make one or two general remarks on tbe Spirit's affirmation, 
that ^ ^ things work together for good to them that love God." It is true, even 
though the saints may at times doubt it; because, happily for them, the purpose of 
their God to save them is not dependent on their fluctuations of feeling. How- 
ever, both Paul and his believing fbllow-sufFerers did feel its consolation, and 
afford thereby great confirmation to the outward evidences of the Gospel, if indeed 
any such were needed. In prosperity, and ease, and security, it is easy to say that 
" all things work together for good,*’ as well as to bless God that they do; but what 
shall we say of dark adversity, unrelieved, as far as earthly comfort was concerned, 
by a single star ? Something more was required than a mere human motive or 
impulse, to make a man say. This too works for good. But Paul said it, and felt 
it. ** All things," sweet and bitter — the delightful communings with a reconciled 
Father — the fellowship of the saints — the indwelling of the strength-imparting 
Spirit, as well as tbe stoning at Lystra, the gaol at Philippi, the conspiracy at 
Jerusalem, the beasts at Ephesus, the martyr’s axe at Rome — npne of these 
things move me," « All work together for good namely, fbi the presence of his 
Lord, and “ the crown of righteousness,** which in his eyes swallowed up all inter- 
vening horrors, and made them as though they were not. 
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Biethren 5 the root of this opostollc eonfidenoe consifits in belicTing that fact 
which was so often a consolation to David : "The Lord reigneth.*’ It is practically 
much forgotten, however admitted in words. In the case of earthly monarchies 
you see that kings act on people through the co-ordinate authority andf by the 
means of odiinets and parliaments, not independently ; and such examples 
influenee, insensibly perhaps, our judgment of God’s actings, who is most despotic, 
and only condescei^l& to use second causes, and that, not as sharers in His 
dominion, but only aHnstruments in His mighty hand. Christians who forget this, 
deprive themselves of the great happiness of feeling that God orders whatever 
happens, that it <^uld not happen otherwise^ and that it is best that it should 
happen as it does. The objection drawn from the evil nature of much which 
happens, is conclusively answered by our utter ignorance of even the simplest parts 
of God’s stupendous machinery. One ingredient in a prescription may he poison- 
ous, taken alone, but conduce to health when mixed up with others : even so the 
elements of the Divine administration are not to ^ Judged of singly, but each in 
its relation to the others, and to the wholJt things work*’ — not in an 

isolated, disconnected way, together,” and with n bearing on certain ends. 
In mder to pronounce a judphent on the character of the things, you must con- 
sider ends as well as means. The child of God does this, and is satisfied ; 
"acqmdnted with God, he is at peace.” Nay, if he supposed himself capable of 
understanding his mighty Father’s ways, half his reverence would cease. On the 
contmiy, he loves to feel himself under the guidance of One immeasurably his 
superior; of an infalhlile Teacher, in respect of his own ignorance; an invincible 
D^ender, in respect of his own weakness. * My Father is omnipotent, omniscient, 
4dl-wise, all good : His goodness directs His power aright : this I know, hut as yet 
cannot expect to know how. No matter ; 1 shall know. At present, it is enough 
•to ** know that all things work together for good to me, if I love God.” ’ 

And now, let " wisdom be justified of her children” by separate instances. 
TempUUum works for good. It is Satan’s power brought to bear upon the soul. In 
the abstract, this is a fearful thing, and our exposure to such an encounter might 
seem to he at disadvantage. But see how the Lord allows it for the purpose of dis- 
cipliniiigthe spiritual recruits, who, if " faithful unto death,” shall " receive the crown 
of everlasting life;” qualifying the permission which Satan has to tempt, by the pro- 
mise given to the tempted : " I will not suffer yon to be tempted above that ye 
are able.” There is no disadvantage here, unless we choose to make it. More- 
over, heaven is a most holy place, and man is most unholy. His character must 
change to suit it, and not it to suit his character, if he can ever enter there, or find 
pleasure therdn. Life, then, in its trying and tempting circumstances, is the very 
thing fitted to rub off the rust of self-confidence, and to rinse the soul, as a veasol, 
for the new wine of the kingdom. Christian soldier, God exposes you to enemies, 
but gives you in the sixth chapter of the epistle to the EphesianB, your invulner- 
able armour. Security bought by victoi^ is far nobler than "security which results 
as a matter of coutse. Therefore, in the hour of temptation, "consider Him” 
who was ** tempted in all points like as we are,” and overcame. Let the triumph 
of the end smooth the roughness of the means; and know, that if that thing, 
temptation, has been instrumental in conforming you in^ one feature to the image 
of Jesus, it has " worked for good.” 

Take affliction too, under all its visitations. Sorrowing children, who have* that 
load to bear, fiill back also upon the strong reftige of your Father’s diaracter, and 
say any thing of what has befiillen you than that "God has forgotten to he 
gracious.” 1 know, indeed, that no mere exhortation .or condolence can blunt the 
sharp stroke wherewith reverse or bereavement, especfally if very sudden; wounds 
the soul. fHiere are ihw believers of the unclouded faith and resignation which 
lead them at once, and without a murmur, to prostrate tbemsdves hefSofo the 
throne, bidding His will he done who sitteth upon it. Darkness must he felt; 
bodily pain, $ar exaiz^le, or disappointment, or long-deplored vacancies made by 
the solemn angd in the cheerful homes. Still, feeling need not he hitter, in the 
sense of murmuring. "Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how Ho loved 
him !” Even so, at the hour when you are most sure that your visitations are 
medicine administered by the best Physician to your sickly spul, the tear may fall, 
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the sigh bo heaved; ah, yea ! and the truth of my text bo yet felt all the stronger — 
all the deeper. No chastening for the present seemetb to he joyous, but 
grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
unto them who are exercised thereby.” “ Whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth:'* 
God loves you, believers in His Son : you know it, and, being inspired by the 
chastisement to love Him the better, you too can say that chastisement has worked 
for good to them that love God.” A 

But these words are true of wider and more general vi^tions. " All things” 
are wrought for the good of the church. '' The closest of all bonds unites the 
throne and aristocracy of Heaven. In His various>;and often coip plicated dealings 
with men at large, the Lord designs and promotes the good of the church ; He 
works for the elect’s sake.” Wars, ftimines, pestilences ; heresies, strifes, divi- 
sions ; events which at times suggest doubts whether light or darkness shall prevail, 
are rather as the hand-writing op the wall, meant to inspire godly fear, to confirm 
what Scripture says of sin’s curs# nature, and of God's wrath against it; and to 
prepare the wise virgins fbn#iie^ap|hroach of that day, of which these signs are 
heralds instead of contradrotions. And again: thjpiXord shows mercy to ihe 
world for the sake of those who love Him. Therelb many Obededoms, whoso 
houses, are blessed because of the ark of God ; many a crew, apparently doomed 
to shipwreck, given unto some jellow voyager Paul; many cities, against which 
wrath hath gone forth, spared ‘‘ for the ten righteous that are therein.” -And 
all these good results, whose influence is immediate on others, act by a reflex 
operation on them for whose sake they are brought about, that is, ** for good unto 
them who love God.” 

Then, dear brethre% the text may be confirmed by example also, following the 
same order of individual and general cases. When Abraham was called to offer 
up his beloved and only son, God tempted Abraham ; and who can tell the pan^ 
of his paternal heart during those three days of dark anguish ? The reason of his 
trial was to prove his title to the name, “ father of the faithful.” And thus he 
endured, not giving ear to any plausible objection which might have been urged 
against the righteousness of God — and the end was good. When Jacob saw his 
"youngest son torn ft(pn him to appease, as he thought, the wrath of a fleroe tyrant 
in Egypt, he groaned out, ” All these things are against me.” The sun soon "came 
forth ; soon he heard of the dead alive again, the lost found, himself advanced to 
honour ; and the end was good. Job loved God, but with a certain admixture of 
self-righteous ndtions, whi^ God selected most tremendous instruments to weed 
out of his heart. Look at the man of affliction, in disease and ashes; bouses, 
lands, friends, children, gone ; who could foresee good from this ) Yet it capae* 
‘‘ Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord, that 
the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy;” and even in his case, the end was 
good. So must we " rejoice greatly, though now for a season, if need be, we are 
in heaving through pbanifold temptations; that the trial of our faith, being much 
more precious ^an of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire^ might be 
found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ ;” and 
that end is good. 

And the same truth is exhiblijed in wider examples. The oppression of Israel 
in Egypt served both to try them, and to work out for them Umt deliverance from 
the house of bondage, whic^ is God’s pattern of the church’s delivmnces to the 
end of time. The persecutions of the Jews under. Antiochus, or of Christian 
saints afterwards, only tended to confirm their ftuth unto beholders, to brighten 
their own graces, and dismiss them to glory in diariots of fire. ** All wings 
worked together for good.” Fhar^h persecutes Israel; she multiplies the more. 
Nero, or Decius, or Diocleaian, the’^^ church ;r she multiplies the more. And many 
a spiritual hero in after times might say what Paul said, The things which have 
happened unto me have fallen out rather to the furtherance of the GospeL” 
(Phil. i. 12.) The mighty of the earth are winded by God at His Measure. 
He^ken how He addresses one of them hi the fifth verse of the tenth chapter of 
Isaiah : O Assyrian, the rod of Mine anger, and the staff in their hand is Mine 
indignation. I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people 
of My wrath will I give him a cbaige, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and 
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to tread them down like the mire of the streeU. Howbeit he meaneth not so, 
ndther doth his heart think so, but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations 
not a few.” w Prophets and evangelists are pens in the Lord’s hand to teach the 
nations ; and such majestic male&ctors are whips in His hand to lash the nations, 
(ah^ why not famine, or fever, or cholera ?) " Howbeit they mean not so. ” 

NMthes Pilate, Herod, or the Jews mean^ to fulfil God’s word, and to seal their 
own folly, in every iiQlP^ heaped on Jesus, eveiy* nail driven into His hands and 
feet ; ay, in the veryi^ll and vine^r which they gaye Him to drink. ** All 
things worked together for good” dowbtless; but no ^anksjj^ them. He that 
dwelleth in the h|pvens hath li|%hed, the Lord hath ha(k%hoSi in derision.” 

And. now, men and brethren,^ learn from this subject not to be dismayed at evil 
signs or events. We had to confrbnt such at the opening of the present y^r, namely, 
two ^that destructive trinity with whidi God iliites nations — ** the himine, the 
pesi|||M|^ and the sword.” In such seasons, opportunity is afforded unto the rich 
and 'pi^to cultivate two graces in which both are deficient. The rich should on- 
line their sympathetic liberality towards thdr bii|ih||m, on whom the evil most 
directly presses ; the poor sheald hear, in the calamity, a call to put entire conf!> 
dsnee in Him, wbb hath swOiha that at least daily bread' shall be given to thos^, who 
do. The existence of such confidence, and of wide-spread and yet discflmkiatiUg 
benevolence, would be (I hope, in many cases, b^been) a blessed instance pf God 
using human means to prove himself fhithful and true, and producing a conviction 
in Iwth orders of men, that if increase in any Christian grace be good, this evil 
hath worked it. Therefore, for the future woes, if any such must needs come, 

** let not your hearts be troubled, aeither let them be afraid.” 

But we are met to-day under more cheering circumstance^^namely, to bless and 
praise God for having turned scarcity and dearth into cheapness and plenty,” by 
preserving unto us the kindly fruits of the earth and we, the inhabiters of the 
earth, do at least profess by this service our desire to yield our kindly fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. O godless, 
unconverted sinners, your souls have suffered from famine much longer than the 
gl^nd. If God’s out-stretched curse upon the last lead one of you to mourn ^ 
over the first, happy are you ! for then you will go on to prove the Lord, who hath 
told you to do so,- and to ** see whether He will not open you the windows of 
Heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be rO^ enough lib receive 
it.” Therefore, while we deem it a joyful and pleasanWthhig'^, be than,^,l for 
this temporal mercy, we must prey that the Spirit may Rot^iinbi^'w impres^o^. to 
filde away, but that He may work in us lasting, yea, ^S^grlhsting, profit. And 
though you may not understand the connexion between suc^ judgments hnd our 
text fuw, be sure of this, my brother, that, if you ever stand in heaven crowned 
and robed, as one who loves God, and can say then that God’s judgments on the 
earth were his ^bst instruments to make you see and ado^liis finger, that the 
cloudy abd dwk day of fhmine was used to let Divine li^^ ihto your soul, you 
will say that it wokked for your good^ and who can tell to good of how many 
wore 1 ^ 

I have now, in conclusion, merely to ask your conijibutions to the object selected 
for that purpose, namely the relief of those in our listeswountries who are still suf- 
fi^ng from the ejects of the past winter. " Let every man do according as he is 
dispo^ in bis hearty not grudgingly, nr of necessity; for God loveth a cheerfiil 
giver.'’ And ’ you, Christian souls, unto whom “ all things work together for 
good,” come, and conclude me solemnity of this morning at your Master’s table. 
Present unto Him there yourselves, as the best sacrifice, crowning ** the sacrifice 
of praiie and thankuving.” These are the interviews whidi will give you* most of 
heaven on earth, and enable you to say of judgment as well as mercy, Great and 
marvellous are Tby works, Lord God Almiglity ; just and true aie Thy ways, 
Thou iqpg of tMintt r 
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Yea, the Lord shMl^ive that which is good." — Psalm Ixxxv. 12. 

l^is psalm, my brethren, was penned after the return of the Israelites from 
Babylon, and while they wt;re still remaining under some severe tokens ol 
God’s displeasure. For, though the covenant which ,Jeliovah has made with 
Ilis believing people, — and when I speak of His believing p^ple, I mean the 
people of God in all ages and all generations, from the beginning of time, down 
to the tiiial consummation of all things ; I believe that God loved but one 
church, and that the Son redeemed but one church, and that the Holy Spirit 
of our God sanctifies but one church ; all the true Israel of God, from first to 
last, have been, and are, and will bo but one church ; — now although the 
covenant, which God has made with this church, is so surely made in all 
things, being confirmed by an oath, in order that we p<Jor, timid, unbelieving 
children “ might have strong consolation,” and though that cx>venant effec- 
tually insures that God will not forsake His believing people, yet He will 
“ visit their offences with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.” ^ 

And, my brethren, we have a proof of this in the passage connocted with 
our text. Tlie Israelites had returned from Babyk)n,* but they had not 
rendered that tribute to a gracious God, which tho unspeakable mercies they 
had received frortWHhr^hands called for from them ; and therefore, they were 
subject to His cliasti^K^ent at this time. 

But as the well aycf’of God’s believing people always lay very near to Ilavid’s 
heart, he penned this eighty-fifth Psalm for the use of the great congregation. 

The church at this time was in a deluge ; tho waters were below it, and the 
clouds were above it; everything, v in all directions, was dark and dismal. 
But the dove is sent forth in prayer ; and in the eighth and following verses, 
you find the do veti returning again to the ark, thus beaten about amidst the 
billows, with an olive branch of peace and good tidingsit So you need not 
despair. Your little bark may be* in perils, perhaps at this time, upon the 
boisterous waves of some unknown trouble, at least unknovn to others ; they 
may be pressing very Bhrd Mpon you on all sides. But send forth a dove in 
prayer ; send it forth out of the ark ; and altbou||^ it may be many days 
before it returns, you will find it at last coming wif^Sp^^olive branch of peace 
in its mouth. « ^ ” 

Here it is, in the eighth verse ; " I will hear whai the liord will speak, 
for He will speak peace unto His people and to His |(awts.*’ I am sure it puts 
to shame tho faith, or rather^; t|^ Vant of faith, of many Christians tn the 
final dispensation of the Gospel/ to^ Observe the full assurance and strong 
language which the Old Testament saints were always in the habit of using. 

Now, if we were to put this former paapt of the twelith verse into the hands of 
most of our congregations, they coifiA not us^ it *, they must intetpolate, these 
must be some woriu in a parenthesia to suit their minds , they would not aayv 
“ yea, the X^ord shall give that which is gO€)d” — they would say, ‘ we trust He 
will ; our hopes are in Him, that He will give that which is good.* But, 
my brethren, the Old Testament saints did honor to the faitlifolness of ilte 
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covenant ; the Old Testament saints knew the truth of these words, that 

heaven and earth shall pass away, but God’s Word shall not pass away 
and as He had promised never to leave His people and never to forsake them, 
the church took up the strong, assuring language, ** Yea, the Jjord shall give 
that which is good.” 

Let us, then, consider, in the first place, the declaration; secondly, the 
exercise of faith in the declaration ; and then, thirdly, the inferences to be 
drawn therefrom. 

* 1. We will, first, examine the declaration itself. “ The Lord shall give that 
which is good.” ** 

And we may renfiffs, that He will do this in two ways ; He will “give that 
which is good** in the disi)en8ation of grace, and He will “ give that which is good” 
in Ibe course of His providence. So you have just summarily to look at the 
two large departments of God’s work, the department of His grace and the 
department of His providence, and in both you will see the declaration 
veiled, that “the Lord gives that which is good.” 

Now yfe remark, first, that God “ gives that which is good” in the dispen- 
sations of His grace. 

And here, my brethren, shall I repeat— -yes, Lwill repeat it, because it will 
delight your souls to hear it a thousand times, — ^you whose hearts have been 
softened to adopt, and embrace, and live upon the doctrines of grace — 1 will 
repeat that all that pertains to salvation is a ^ft, and that man can have 
nothing of salvation, unless he take it as a gift. God gives first to man, 
hefmre man gives anything to God. “Etery good gift, and every perfect gift, 
Cometh down from above ;** and everything, that He sees to be good tor us, 
He will give. 

But the dispensations of grace are not always seen to be good. Let us 
imagine the case— (and it is by no means an uufrequent one, yea, 1 would trust 
it is the case of some in this sanctuary to-day) — the case of an awakened 
sinner $ an individual, who has but just had the operation performed upon his 
spiritu^ vision of having liis eyes opened ; who has been blind from his birth, 
but now a wondrous change hath passed upon him ; “ old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new” — his eyes are now opened to perceive 
something, whic]i he never saw before. 

And among the objects, which are thus brought to view, I believe the very 
first, upon which his eyes look when they are opened, is his own desperate 
vilenesB, wickedness, and abomination in the sight of God. He finds himself, 
as it were, at the foot of Mount Sinai. It is not at the foot of Calvary, that a 
man first opens his eyes ; no, your eyes, if they are op^ed at all, were opened 
at the foot of Sinai, and the first thing you saw was it^ lightning, and the first 
thing you heard was its thunder, rolling peal upon peal upon conscience, to 
show that God hates sin with an utter hatred, while He loves and saves the 
individual, who is brought to confess and forsake it. 

But, the individued sees only at first, Sinai ; hence his false peace has been 
broken ; he feels himself a ruined sinner, — evil, only evil, apd that continually. 
Now he does not ieel all this view of himself to be good cannbt call this 
conviction of sin good. Ah I he knows not, that that is the beginning of 
God’s work in his ^ul, and God’s work must be a good work — God is only 
him that which is good. It is essential tp his^njoyment of any bless- 
ing in after experience, &at he should have this first — ^this strong conviction 
of sin. And let me assure you, that unless you have been kept for some time 
round Sinai, seeing nothing but ruin and wretchedness staring you in the face, 
you never *^11 embrace, you never will enjoy, as you ought, the glorious 
diseoirery of an ample rmedy provided upon Mount Calvary. 

Ju£it in proportion to ybur conviction of sin, will be your sense of the need 
of a Saviour, and the gratitude you will feel for the Saviour provided. For 
after having, in His and wise arrangement, kept you at Mount Sinai, 
showingyouthe unbending rigour of His law and your own shortcomings, then 
He leads ^rou from that terrific mountain along a path — ^very often a dark one, 
nevertheless a safe erne, because you axe led by Him, through the dark valley 
of humiliation, (sometimes it is a long journey, longer to others than it is to 
some,) bringing you then unto Mount Calvary, and there you are shown, 
that the demands, wfiich the stem Lawgiver makes upon the one mountain, 
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are all answered by tlie Lawkeeper upon the other ; and you see that every 
demand is satisfied, that all the penalty which the one inflicts the other is 
enduring ; all tlie precepts which the one commanded the other obeyed. 
Then it is that you see a Saviour suited to your necessities, quite adapted 
to meet your case in all its points, quite the Saviour you need. You know 
that spiritually you are insolvent ; but, you find in Him unsearchable riches. 
You know that you are ignorant ; you find in Christ infinite wisdom. You 
know that your “ righteousness is as filthy rags and it is from Him that 
you get that garment of righteousness, that robe of justification, which is 
“ unto all and upon all them that believe.” 

^ Then again, all the graces of God’s Spirit, which follow in the train, are 
gifts, and are good gifts. Now if you have ever asked for any of these, I 
undertake to declare to you, that you had them. You will say, if I have them, 
they are at present so small that they are but as a mustard seed ; well, “ the 
kingdom of God is likened unto a mustard seed, which, though the smallest of 
all seeds, yet grows up into the tree, and becomes the largest of all herbs and 
though thy l)egimiing be small, thy latter end shall greatly increase. God 
begins, and God will proceed wi^h the work. “ He will never leave you nor 
forsake you,” till He has brought you perfect unto Himself in everlastingglory. 
Then these remarks shall suffice under this first thought — that God, gives all 
that is good, in the dispensations of grace. 

Our next remark is, that God will give what is goo^ in the course of His 
providence ; and that He i^ll give nothing but that which is good in the 
course of His providence. * Ah !* say you, ‘I am not prepared on the instant, to 
concede my approval of this statement ; I am at the present time receiving a 
great cross from the hands of my heavenly Father, and I cannot call it a good 
thing.’ No, you may not call it a good thing ; but your thoughts are not as God’s 
thoughts. He calls it good ; and when you can see all the reasons of His dis- 
pensations towards you — when, from the high battlements of heaven, the ever- 
lasting city, you often look back upon all the way which the Lord hath led 
you through your pilgrimage on carthi you will be ready to say with over- 
flowing gratitude — It was a light way, it was a good way, by which we were 
brought to this city of habitation. I believe, that some of the best things, 
which the people of God have received, liave been their troubles ; because that 
must be a good thing, which weans our thoughts from earth and fixes them on 
Heaven ; that .must be a good thing, wliich strikes from us the earthly prop, 
and teaches us to lean on Heaven — that shows us our earthly comforts arc hut 
broken cisterns, that can hold but little in the first instance, and that they 
very often run drv, wjien our spirits are thirsting for the wells of salvation. 
Now the trial, which may he pressing upon you at this time, may be heavy ; 
but it is not too heavy. He, who knows what you cau bear, lias given it only 
for the purpose of making you meet for His service, of keeping you down irt 
your own esteem, of keeping you humble that “ He may exalt you in due time.” 

Compare your case with the cases of some of the servants of Ciod, recorded 
in Holy Scripture. Remember that of the venerable prophet Eli. The ark of 
God was taken by the Philistines, and you know that the ark contained all 
the symliols most dear to the IsraeKtes — the pot of manna, the memorial of 
the food with which God had supported them every morning during their 
forty ycfirs* passage th^^ugh the wilderness ; the rod of Aaron that budded — 
that rod by which the passage through the waters had been opened ; and the 
ten commandments given by God on Mount Sinai. This precious treasure, 
this invaluable diest, was taken by the Philistines, and on the very same day 
his two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, met with a sudden death ; and wlien the 
tidings were brought to him, he had just time to exclaim, ** It is the Lord, let 
Him do what seemeth him good,” when he fell back from his seat, and became 
a lifeless corpse. 

Then you remember the case of Hezekiah. You remember tl»e circumstance 
of the ambassador’s coming from Babylon to Jerusalem, to congratulate him 
on his recovery from a dangerous sickness, and to inquire of him respecting 
the wonders that had been done in the land, when the sun went ten degrees 
backward in the sun-dial of Ahaz. Hezekiah forgetting tlie mercy that he 
had received, instead of embracing the opportunity of saying something to 
these poor ambassadors that might have done their soul^ good to all eternity ; 
instead of directing their minds, from the sun which they worshipped, to the 
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Sun of Righteousness, conducted them from one apartment to another of his 
palace, showed them a considerable portion of his treasure and his wealth, and, 
in consequence of his not rendering imto the Lord according to that he had 
received, the prophet was sent to him to anounce that those very ambassadors, 
on their return to Babylon, would only carry with them such intelligence, as 
should induce the king of Babylon to raise an array, and to attack Jerusalem, 
and take all those things from him ; and so it happened. And when Heze- 
kiah heard this, he said, ** Good is the Word of the Lord, which thou hast 
spoken.” 

“ The Lord shall give that which is good.” If it be a chastisement, it is 
good ; if it be a bereavement, it is good ; He cannot give that which is not. 
His people may not consider it so ; but He is good ; 

“ Good when He gives — supremely good. 

Nor less when He denies.” 

We are not judges of what is good for us. All that he withholds would 
not be good for us to receive. As that verse beautifully says, “ The 
Lord God is a Sun and Shield; He will give grace and glory, and no 
good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Then if 
He does not withhold a trial from you, you ought to be quite satis- 
fied that the trial * mui^ be a good thing, and, so far from its rousing 
in you any sense or ei^iession of murmuring, it ought to rouse gratitude ; 
because you ought 'to say, * If Gk)d gives me theseisgood tilings, it is a proof of 
His care.’ You remember the very interesting story of Joseph. Ah I we 
should not have said that God was giving him good, when he gave him the 
jealousy of all his brethren $ we should not have said that God was giving him 
that which is good, when He permitted him to be cast into a pit, and when 
aubs^uently he was sold into Egypt, and carried thither a poor captive, 
penniless, and almost without raiment, and then imprisoned, and then falsely 
charged with a crime which his heart abhorred ; but it was a good thing, and 
the very best which God could give him, because it was preparing him for 
that higher destiny, which God in His providence had designed for him. 
Jacob said, Josenluis not.” He was led by his other sons to believe, that 
Joseph had been pieces, and in reference to the demand for Benjamin, 

he said, ** Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye would take ]Bcnjamin 
away. All these things are against me.” 

But were they against him ? Let the sequel tell. And, my dear bretliren, 
let the sequel of your trials tell. I believe that if 1 were to ask you your 
personal history — (it is not an iminteresting one, at least not to ourselves, and 
we axe injuring our own souls, if we keep not a faithful record of God’s deal- 
ings with us in a way of providence, and in a way of grace,) — I think some of 
your severest chastisements, some of tne darkest, blackest waters, you have 
found to be connected with some of the best blessings to your souls. God 
has given that which is good.” 

II. Now let us, my brethren, pass on to the second point for consideration 
in the text — the exercise of faith in this declaration. 

And it is necessary to exercise faith in it, because poor frail nature never 
j^nounces a trial to be a blessing ; hut faith refers to the duration of trials, 
and to the design of them. Now, some of you may have had your prospects 
blighted; you have been under more favourable circumstances ; you wore 
intended for much higher things — a sphere of life, which you expected to 
move in, and for which you received an education greatly beyond" what others, 
now your assodates, have received ; all this has been turned into the very- 
reverse of what you expected, and your circumstances now are such as to 
excite the sympajjhy and the condolence of all with whom you are acquainted. 

Domestic affliction, perhaps, lias been added to embarrassed circumstances ; 
and there has been one wave of trouble rolling over your path, year after year. 
And yet your head is still above the waters; and you cannot perish, while 
your head is there. Oh I let your prayer be — “When my heart is over- 
whelmed Tpthin me, lead me to the Hock that is higher than 1.” Now faith is 
necessary to be exercised, in order to accede to the truth of this dedaration, 
that “the Lord gives that which is good.” Sense sayi, ‘If I be bereaved, I 
am bereaved ; if this blessing be taken away, I have no blessing left that is 
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what nature says ; ‘ If this comfort goes, I have nothing left.* Now faith says, 

* Let it 4 ?o, “ I have all and abound ;** let the earthly prop be struck away, I 
can lean upon the everlasting arms ; let the broken cistern dry up, let the 
streams be cut off ; I can go at once to the “ Fountain of living water,** and I 
shall there get that which is good.* Sense says, ‘ My profession of religion 
has only gained for me unkindness and persecution from one and another ;* 
but faith says, * “ I regard not these things, none of them move me, so that I 
may finish my course with joy, so that I receive the end of my iaith, even the 
salvation of my soul ;** and I will say, “ Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
in Him ; and I know that my light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for me a far more exceediug and etern^ weight of glory.” * 

Now how docs faith do this ? I will tell you, beloved brethren. fTaith, 
appropriating this doctrine of Scripture, and believing that every trial is “ that 
which is good,** sees the indissoluble relationship, the everlasting alliance, which 
is existing between the church and God, between God the Father, and tbose 
who are born of God, 

This is the-^ecret. Faith realizes the relation ; faith sees that there is not 
a single mci^er of Christ’s mystical body, who is not intimately in union 
with Christ, Jind, because in union with Christ, is viewed as a. son of God, 
“ born not ‘of the will of the flesli, nor of the will ot man, but of God.” If 
you were not born of God, you would not cry after God ; and therefore if you 
have ever cried after God, you are born of God ; if you have ever cried after 
God as your Father, you need not a stronger assurance than this, that you are 
His child ; and the “ Lordtfehall give you that which is goo<l,” because you are 
His cliild. WJiat do<^s He say ? — “ Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.” Arminianism says, “ Because you 
have the Spirit of His Son in your hearts, you are His sons ;** but St. Paul 
says, “ Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts,” But no voice will ever ascend from your heart unto God, till 
you arc created anew in Christ Jesus ; and because you are a son, God sends 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father ** my 
Lord, and my God,” 

III. Now, lastly, look at the inference from all this, ** Yea, the Lord shall 
give that which is good.” 

Then is God my Father, and has He bound Himself to give me nothing but 
that which is good, and that “ no good thing will He withhold ?’* Then, I may 
expect daily supplies ; both temporal and spiritual. When 1 go to the throne 
of grace with that petition, “ Give me this day my daily bread,” I do not limit 
my petition to the bread that x^erisheth. I feel that, though I Vant bread for 
the body, the poor weak tal)crnacle, that at present is the habitation of the 
soul to dwell in ; yet that soul, that inhabitant, wants food, and that petition 
includes a prayer for both. 

“ Give me this day my daily bread ; ” give me this day” the grace which 
this day will require ; the grace which its duties will require ; the grace which 
its events will require. For X know n-**^ what I may be called to do ; when I 
leave my room in the mofning, I cannot foresee what the day will produce. I 
may go with joy and exultation in t’le morning, the sky may be all unclouded ; 
and yet ere the night come, I may^ be enveloped in trouble. Storms, and dark- 
ness, and tempests, may be close around me. Therefore, 1 need every day of my 
life to pray, ** Give me this day my daily bread the grace which this day will 
require as regards its duties, (what 1 am to do,) and the grace which tlus day 
wiU require as regards its events, (what I am to suffer). All things xxjrtaining to 
life and to godliness are included in the petition, Give me this day my d^ly 
hreaA” Then let me resolve all mysteries by this clue — ^ The Lord shall give 
that which is good.” Many things I cannot make out ; you, perhaps, have had 
in your course, even to-day, some unexpected mysteries. Why, these mys- 
teries are constantly springing up around us, and for the express purpose oi 
increasing and trying our faith. 

Our faith, my brethren, is like our bodies — it is imi)Toved by exercise ; and 
God tries our faith in order to exercise it, and He exercises it in order to 
strengthen it. There is not a day passes over the believer wh|cU does not 
exercise his faith, which does not call him to give up sense, to give up reason, 
to leave all to faith. * BhaU T, therefor^, say, it is bad — thus it, is ^aith 
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argues — * shall I, therefore, say, it is bad, because I cannot see it to be good ? 
How many questions are there which I cannot answer ! how many problems 
which I cannot solve I how many intricacies which I cannot unravel !’ Why 
is Satan allowed to tempt ? Why is he not kept down in those regions to 
which his black ambition hurled him ? Why is this heart permitted to trouble 
me ? These are mysteries ; and we can only solve them by that beautiful 
text, which, to my mind, is a key to all mysteries — ** Even so. Father, for so 
it seemed good in Thy sight.” There is my clue to all the difficulty. I have 
none other. My faith is the only key that can unlock the difficulties that are 
perpetually springing up around me. I have no other answer to give ; but it 
is a good answer to bet^ible to give. 

Glorify ye, then, God ** in tlie fires.” You may not be able to see the issue 
of your present embarrassments, but “ the Lord shall give that which is good.” 
You know as much as is good for you. It is with the mind as with the 
senses ; a greater degree of hearing would be an inconvenience, and a greater 
degree of seeing would terrify us ; if we could see things microscopically, we 
should be afraid to stir, afraid to eat, and afraid to drink. God knows how 
much knowledge to give us. It is suited to our circumstances. 

It is well, my* brethren, that you know not the trials coming upon you next 
week, or the good either. If you were informed of the good things prepared 
for you by Providence, from the moment you knew that something Ixjtter 
I than you now have was coming to. your lot, you would cease to enjoy the 
bll^^ngs you possess, and become indifferent to present mercies and present 
duties, and your whole sold would be overspread with impatience for the 
arrival of those blessings. And then suppose the things known by you were 
gloomy and adverse ; suppose that heavy blow which is suspended now just 
over you, and in the course of two or three week;s is to fall upon you and 
almost crush you to the earth — if you had a foreknowledge of it, oh ! what 
despondency and dismay woidd be the consequence 1 You would probably 
not sleep to-night, although the calamity were not to come upon you for 
weeks or for months. ' 

I often think if we knew what was to happen, how many times we should 
be suffering in imagination those trials, which, because we do not know them 
till they come, we only suffer once in reality. Why, if you knew of that 
bereavement, which ere long is to deprive your f^ily of its best and most 
beloved member, you would be suffering over and over again from that 
bereavement before it took place ; now, in the absence of that knowledge, you 
will only suffer Once. 

Oh 1 then, jis there one— (I thank God I am not that one ; I thank God I 
do not know what is to come) — ^is there one that would undraw that veil 
which hides from us future troubles ? The assurance is, “ God will give that 
which IS good and that ought to satisfy us. He is our Friend and our 
Father, and is far more concerned for our happiness than we can be. Nothing 
is hid &om Him. “ Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, my 
way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God?” 
Oh ! He knowe^h thy walking through this great wilderness ; He knoweth 
thy soul in adversity ; He sceth all thy dangers. He knoweth all thy wants ; 
and surely nothing can surprise Him whose eyes are in every place, nothing 
can elude His notice who numbers the very hairs of our head. 

When Abraham was called to that great trial of leaving his country and his 
kindred and his father’s liouse, and to go into a land he knew not ; yet 
because he knew one thing — he knew with whom he was going — ** Get thee 
into a land that I will show thee” — Abraham was not careful to know where 
lie was going ; it was quite sufficient for him that he was following a Guide 
who coffid not, and'^would not if He could, lead him astray. And what I 
should like, if it please God to bless this sermon to-day to the hearts of the 
tried and a^cted — what I should like, in the hands qi QodHhe Spirit, to be 
able to do, is, to persuade you that love— Divine, holy, everlasting, fatherly 
love — is the spring pf your trials, as much as it is the spring of your comforts. 
The chastening which is now making your hearts bleed and smart, is as much 
a part of the everlasting covenant as is the “glory that is to be revealed.” 
We ought to bfcar this in mind. The covenant is ** ordered in all things 
il is ordered in all the trials, as well as in all the blessings. 

It i» the covenant which contorted David under many depressions : 
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Altliough my house be not so with God” — ‘ although I have spoiled that son 
Absalom, and now he wanti to drive me from my throne and family — 
“ although my house be not so with God, yet He has made with me,” ^or 
worthless creature that I am, “ an everlasting covenant, ordered in all tlungs 
and sure ; and this is all my salvation, and all my desire.” * And you know 
that “ God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able, but will with the temptation make a way of escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” “ Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good.” 

And we know that “ all things shall work together for good to them that 
love God, that are the called according to His purpose.” You see how one 
might go on quoting the parallel passages ; they all ph)ve that ‘‘ the Lord 
shall give that which is good.” 

There is one good which I must just mention, and which He will surely 
give — ^though when we are beginning to dip our feet in the cold waters of 
Jordan, 

“ We linger shiv’ring on the brink. 

And fear to launch away.’* * . 

And what is thajL other good ? A ^larp to sing our Father’s praise, a crown in 
our Father’s house, a home to our homeless spirits, an eternal residence with 
our Elder Brother, and all our holy relations who have died in the Lord. And 
is not this a good thing ? ** Yea, the Lord shall give that which is good.” ^ 

Your uncertainty, then, my brethren, only regards the roughness of the way ; 
the end of that way is “ an inheritance incorruptible.” An “ inheritance.” 
You do not purchase heaven, you take it as an inheritance ; you take it on 
your heirship, “ because ye are sons.” Your Elder Brother came and 
redeemed your persons and your property, and made a new settlement of the 
inheritance ; and now ” all things are yours,” and can never be taken from 
you. Your God and Father first entrusted the inheritance to Adam, and hb 
was found unworthy of the trust j and, therefore, He would not trust the inhe- 
ritance to one again who will forfeit it, but committed it to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has redeemed it, made a new settlement of it ior the children, and 
secured it for ever. 

Oh ! what a prospect’then I— to^fia^om a cross to a crown, from work to 
wages ; to go from a field of battlero^lascenioLthe chariot of everlasting vic- 
tory I Oh I may the Lord, whom you are now following, perhaps, with 
weeping, and supplication, and in darkness — may He shine upon your path, 
and make you believe the text this day ! “ The Lord shall give*' — it is not a 
peradventure, it does not depend upon you *, it is bound by the everlasting 
covenant, that “the Lord shall give that which is good.” Oh I may He 
write this text upon your hearts, and fill you with all “ joy and peace in 
believing,” that you may abound in hope, through the poWor of the Holy 
Ghost ! 



TUB DBMONIAC BEC<W£B£D. 


BT TBB 

HEV. JAMES PARSONS. 

TBEACUBU IK KBVMX»K0REQATI0KAL CQUBOU, MlDlJLJflXON ROAD, DALSTON, 
OK WJBDNKSDAY JfiVJfiNING, AUGUST 25, 1847. 

On occasion of tho Opening ot the Church. 


“ 7%eiS^they went out to see wltat was done; and came to Jesm^ and found the 
nian, out of whom tho devils were depfirted, sittma at the feet ofjesusy clothed, and 
in his right mind : and they were 35. 

We have, my brethren, frequently obseri)%i4nd felt, wlmt a profound a^d 
delightful interest is attached to the narratives which record the intercourse of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with men, during the period of His incarnate existence. 
NhJ one statement that He utter^, and not one action that He performed, was 
insignificant or ordinary. His moveixients miifornily corresponded with His 
own attributes of infinite majesty and love, and were designed to develope those 
attributes in the most ample manner, for the homage and the admiration of 
mankind. Frequently, therefore, to ponder upon the truths which the evan- 
gelists have preserved respecting Him, is our obvious and imperative duty ; 
nor should we ever be satisfied, but as results are secured upon our intellects 
and ofieotions, which shall seal their rectitude and peace. 

The actions of our Loi;d Jesus Christ, ’.especially those which consisted in 
the performance of miracles, which constitute a largo proportion of His 
^jcrsonal history, for various reasons merit our studious and earnest regard. 
They were exclusive attestations of His commissioiB as the Messiah ; they 
were bright displays of the glory of His personal chftractcr ; and in many in- 
stances, at least, they were designed representations of those great general 
iTiUhs, which have respect to the spiritual condition of mankind, and the ope- 
rations of the work of redemption. 

Without detaining you by citations, we at once place in this class the mira- 
cle which is recorded in the language now read as our text. It was among the 
most signid which our great Kedeemer ever achieved ; and it sets forth tho 
general principle we have adverted to, in a mann^ the most comprehensive 
and impressive. 

Iiet us, my brethren, endeavour to' mediti|ite, in tho .mode we have now no- 
ticed, upon the fact before us ; while we observe, tliat in this case a malignant 
disorder ha<J been endured ; lhat a ^signal recovery was effected ; and that im- 
portant results were secured.’ Here will be found materials for profit, which 
under the Divine blessing^ shall terminate in the welfare of all. 

I. In the first place, you observe, that in this case a malignant disorder had 
’been endured. 

This di8or4cr is defined, in the language of our text, and more ci^cumstan- 
verses which precede it ; and we must now observe what is an- 
nounced to us, respecting both its nature and its effects^ 

1. As to the natuBjp ot the disorder, the person before us is described as ** a 
certain man which had devils long time.” 

Foul spirits, or demons, had mysteriously, though reidly, been permitted 
to enter into Ms firame, pid to render his cqiporeal and mental existence sub- 
servient to the will and power of Satan. Tliu interpretation, we are aware, 
has been denied, and it has been alleged, that the expressions signify u^ t bin g 
more than ordinary lunacy ; but it appears to us impossible to consider tho 
nmative itself, in connection with parallel cases, and especiaUy in connection 
with the eiCplanations rendered by the great Hedeemei; concerning them, with- 
out admitting the fact of posiHve diabolical possession. Whatever objections 
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and difficulties may have been started by sceptical reasoning, the testimony is 
conclusive, that Satan and his inferior agents were permitted, in the time of 
the Saviour, to exercise the power we have described, — ^ii^dividual men, proba- 
bly prepsu^ in some measure by physical or moral conformation, being ren- 
dered their habitation, their sport, and their prey. Such was he who now 
crossed the path of the Bon of ^d. 

The disorder thus indicated to us must bo regarded as illxistratiog a fearful 
truth in the moral world, namely, that Satan, the great adversary of God and 
of man, exercises a powerful influence over the souls of the human family, 
bringing them, in their character, and in their state, to a condition approxi- 
mating to Ills own. This dominion, we are informed, originated in the success 
of his temptation, applied to our first parents, amidst the bowers of Paradise ; 
and in consequence of their public relationship to<i their posterity, that 
dominion extended generally to their descendants ; nor is there one mem- 
ber of the human family, who is not naturally under this fell and this fatal 
sway. The assurances of the sacred writings to this eflect are numerous and 
distinct. Besides the designed explanations, which are rendered by the 
Kcdccmer of cases like the one |>Aore us, in other modes He expressed the fact. 
As, for example, when He ani^piced to the Jews — “ You are of your father 
the devil ; and the lusts of your father you will do,” — here describing their 
natural state as sinners. And a^in, when He placed Himself in officisd anta- 
gonism with the powers of darkness. And one of His apostles has siK)ken :(xf 
Satan, as “ the god of this world, the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience.” And another of His apos- 
tles has spoken of those whom he terms “ the children of the wicked one,” 
afterwards explaining that “the wicked one is Satan, who deceiveth the whole 
world.” ^ 

On this, and on testimony of a kindred nature, then, we aver the condition 
of our race j and we press it, my brctliren, for your own recognition, that so 
long as you remain untouclied by another, by a higher, and by a far more 
commanding agency, so long you are “ led captive by the devil at his will” 

2. Thus is illustrated the nature of the disorder ; and we find the statement 
also presented as to its effects. 

The recorded effects' of „the disorder upon the victim here alluded to, are 
most pitiable and touching. His reason was overturned ; he made himself an 
outcast and an outlaw from human society and from human sympathy } he 
haunted the abodes of disgusting desolation and ruin j he was rent with pa- 
roxysms of wild and uncontrollable convulsion ; and with his own hands he 
inflicted on his body wounds of anguish and of agony. It is stated respecting 
him, that he “ ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, hut in the tombs.’’ 
The unclean spirit “ oftentimes had caught him : and he was kept bound 
with chains and in fetters ; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devfl 
into the wilderness.” And in the parallel passage by the eva^elist JV^rk it 
is added, that “ almost night and day he was in the mountains and in the 
tombs, crying and cutting himself with stones.” What a fearful spectacle I — 
too fearful almost, after the lapse of ages, '^to gaze upon but for a moment ! 
How savage and how relentless were the foul flends within lum, who had thus 
reduced him to the endurance of extremest woe! 

My brethren, the subjection of ilian to the moral dominion of Satan exposes 
him to effects, of which those wg have now describod furnish a solemn and a 
striking analogy. All who ore under the power of the evil one are sunk in 
misery, and misery only is in the prospect. From the narrative before us you 
may reminded of such facts as the lollowing. 

There is the perversion of reason ; for when we rightly^timate sinful ap- 
petites and habits, in their relationship to t)^ moral dutkIraDd to the final in- 
terests of men, we must pronounce them, iii the strongest, the most absolute^ 
and the worst sense, to constitute a stato of madness ; and would to God that 
every one now present would remember and f eeh that sin is the madnesa of 
the soul ! 

Agpain : there is the exclusion of the soul from all associations which can 
constitute its comfort and its dignity. The soul is destitute of a resting -place 
and a home ; it is outlawed and stripped ; it is alienated from promises, from 
mercy, ahd from God ; and it abides otily amid the scenes of barrenness, pri- 
vation, and death. 
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Then, again, there is the enduranoe of positive pain and agony. Indulgences 
are fraught with pangs ; and the passions which prompt them only infuriate 
and convplse. The oonscienoe, if it be not indurated and ** seared as with a 
hot iron/’ is lacerated with fear and remorse, filling the chambers of the heart 
with spectres of frightful horror. And then, beyond the endurances of the 
present, there is prepared, in righteous retribution, another world, where tor- 
ment r^gns supreme, inexpiable, and for ever ; for those who die in sin depart 
to the **everla8&ig fire,” which been ** prepared for the devil and his angels.” 

Now, my brethren, is it possible for us to contemplate these recorded effects 
of sin, as we find them presented in the unerring page of revelation, without 
strong and thrilling emotions ? The man who had b^n delivered must, amidst 
all his gratitude and gladness, have been inspired with awe ; and as to the 
men who are yet unhealed, and yet exposed to danger, what must be demanded 
from them ? My hearers, I entreat you to resist the delusion which has 
deceived you, and to put distinctly before yourselves your present condition 
and your future prospects : — now irrational, now debased, now destitute, and 
now peaceless ; with only hell at the last ! '^aves of Satan ! hear I And if, 
while you hear, you tremble, then think of Mancipation *, then inquire for a 
shelter ; then “ flee from the wrath to come.” ' 

n. We have thus considered, that a mali^ant disorder had been endured ; 
and you will now observe, secondly, that a signal recovery was effected. 

Desperate and apparently hopeless as was the malady, relief was at hand ; 
mercy had been provided, and a cure was to be accomplished, intended to 
excite the admiration of ages. And we must here observe — the Being by 
whom the recovering agency was exerted; and the extent to which that 
recovering agency operated. 

1. As to the Being by whom the recovering agency was exerted, it was, we 
need scarcely remind you, the Lord Jesus Christ. He had crossed over the 
lake of Cennesaret, on the western shores of which He had been teaching, when, 
acquainted with the work which He had to perform. He overruled by His 
unerring wisdom that the tom and wretched wanderer should meet Him as 
He^lauded, there to become the trophy of His sovereign power and grace. In 
the recovery which He effected. He was performing an important department 
of the commission .with which He had been invested, and He was adding to the 
proofs that upon Him devolved offices of the highest moment, in relation to the 
honour of the Godhead and to the happiness of mankind. My brethren, the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the one Deliverer appointed for men, from their subjuga- 
tion to the slavery of Satan. In ancient times, and even upon the day of the 
first transgression. He had been foretold and announced as “ the seed of the 
woman,” who should “ bruise the serpent’s head and when, in compliance 
with the Divine arrangement. He appeared “in the fulness of time,” and 
passed through His wondrous process of humiliation unto death, and then of 
exaltation unto glory, it was described as the summary, respecting the object 
of His appearance — ** For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that 
He might destroy the works of the devU.” What He performed in His per- 
sonal teaching, and by His miracles, were so many preliminaries to the grand 
struggle which occurred at the period of His death ; and when, upon the cross 
of C^vary, amidst the mysterious darkness of the ninth hour and the con- 
vulsionB of the universe, He “ cried with a loud voice. It is finished, and gave 
up the Gh(wt,’^then the conflict was completed, and then the victory was 
secure* His death was on expiatory sacrifice, intended to afford an ample and 
all-sufficient provision for the pardon of the sins of men, and for their deliver- 
ance from the final ^nsequences of sin, both in time and throughout eternity ; 
and the moral infiaib.ee of that sacrifice, associated with its justifying grace, 
was designed to driver men from the power and £roxn the dominion of sin, and 
to endue them with the principles and habits of righteousness and of true 
holiness. Then He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, in order to 
attest its sufficiency, and in order to assume and to exercise those mediatorial 
functions, of priesthood and of regality, by which He might to the full extent 
accomplish the purposes of infinite benevolence and love. And now He reigns 
supreme over the wide universe, “ all power being given to Him in heaven and 
in earth,” for the one purpose of securing the emancipation of fallen man. 

It is thus, my brethren, that He appears to us ; as the one Emancipator, 
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the one great Deliverer, the Stronger than“ the strong man armed, who takes 
from him his armour, wherein he trusts, and deprives liim of his spoil — sum- 
moning and bringing forth his countless vassals and victims from their' dark 
and loathsome dungeons, to the enjoyment of light, and life, and liberty, and 
day. He marches on and on, tlirough successive ages, throughout the terri- 
tories of our fallen world, “ glorious in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of 
His strength,” and ever announcing Himself, as in ancient prophecy, by the sub- 
lime and vrell-merited titles — ** I that speak in righteousness am miglity to save.” 

Further : it will be observed, that the Saviour accomplishes the deliverance 
of man 1^ the manifestation of Himself to them, in His person and in His 
work, l^he demoniac, you observe, saw the Redeemer ; and it was in connec- 
tion with His personal appearance, that the cure was effected and achieved ; 
and in this manner the Saviour also spiritually manifests Himself to the under- 
standings of men. And this He has provided for, in an ample and delightful 
manner. 

He pesents Himself to man by His Word, which has been apprehended in 
trlic written oracles and in the ori teaching of the truth ; declares His character 
and His modes of procedure, e^^ins how the benefits of that character and 
that procedure are secured, ana hrges them by all the powers and impulses of 
moral suasion, to resort to Him that they may he blessed. 

He also presents Himself to mefi by His Spirit, — ^the operations of that Spi- 
rit being secured by virtue of His mediatorial work, and that Spirit bringing 
home the truth to the conscience, so that it is understood, estimated, and 
embraced. And thus it is, that in the emphatic language of Scripture He is 
manifested, He is revealed to the heart. 

Now, my brethren, in this manner the Saviour has appeared to you. Both 
by His Word and by His Spirit He has appeared to many. And these are 
they who have been “ turned from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God.” They have been ** delivered from the power of darkness, 
and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son.” By His Word alone He 
has appeared unto all. TTiere is not one person in this assembly, to whom 
Christ has not presented Himself by his Word. Thus He has presented Himself 
to you repeatedly j and thus He presents Himself to you now — for now you w 
challenged with your guilt, now you are warned of your danger, now you are 
invited to resort to Him' as your deliverer, and now you are invited to believe 
upon Him that you may be saved. Look to Him ; behold Him in the attri- 
butes of His majesty and of His love ; cry from your innermost hearts that 
He would stretch forth the mighty hand that shall accomplish your rescue. 
And while we thus invoke and entreat you, oh I that the Spirit may descend 
with the Word, that the Word may be not in vain I 

2. This, my brethren, is the Being by whom the recovering agency is 
exerted ; and you are now to observe, the extent to which that agency operated. 

We are informed in this beautiful narrative, that by some mystic charm 
the sufferer was attracted to the Saviour. The foul spirit within him was 
quelled, as in the presence of a master became humble and submissive, and 
was expelled. ** When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before Him, 
and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
God Most High ? I beseech Thee,.torment me not. (For He had commanded 
the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him : 
and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters ; and he brake the bands, 
and was drivep of tho devil into the wilderness.) And Jesus asSed him, saying, 
Wliat is thy name ? And he said. Legion : because many devils were entered 
into him. And they besought Him that He would not command tliem to go 
out into the deep” — ^into the abyss, the prison-house of torment, their legiti- 
mate abode, where they are represented as hoing reserved? until the judgmmit 
of the great day. The request was partially granted, and another disposition 
was made, in order to accomplish another commission of judgment, on men 
who were guilty of violating one of the first institutes of the Mosaic law, to 
which they were still subjected, by the pursuit of an unlawful and prohibited 
traffic ; but to the man himself they returned no more : he was “ found sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.” What a change I — from 
the frenzied maniac, in his wild convulsions and his angry mien, to one quiet 
and clothed, rejoicing in privilege, and exulting in the hope of happiness ! It 
was, indeed, the accomplishment of a new creation. 
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And, my brethren, here Is well represented what is accomplished upon the 
soul of man, when the Saviour presents Himself to that soul, bv the Word 
and hy the Spirit, It is no matter what may he the potency ox the grasp 
which the votaries ci evil hold upon the heart; it is no matter what 
may be the obstacles exerted a^nst the introduction of new and nobler 
agencies : all is usdess, and all is absolutely in vain. The faculties are 
stirred to their utmost d^tbs; ti^y cry out against their thraldom, and 
they demand their liberty. They are impelled by high impulses, which 
prompt th^ resistlessly to seeh deliverance of Him from whom alone they can 
obtain it. He listens-— He answers — He yisits in tenderness and in majesty ; 
He teUs the foul inhabitant within to depart — ^and the tyrmt forthwith obeys 
and avaunts. He departs — and his dominion is irrevocably cost away ; he 
di^arts — and the fatsd disorder which he had icflicted is gone and has been 
cured ; be departs — and the scene where he celebrated his polluted revelries 
and disgusting orgies is now purified, beautified, and transformed. The man 
is ** in his right mind.” Reason has resumed her throne ; all the faculties are 
blended in bSiutiful exactness and harmony, and they are employed in high 
purposes, such as become an intelligent ,nnd an immortal being. He is 
** clothed he lias on liim the garment of ilgliteousness and the robe of sal- 
vation.” He is “sitting at the feet of Jesus” — ^learning of Him, enjoying 
sweet and delightful fellowship with Him, Jkd through Him with kindred and 
holy beings, and is enabled to exult in all the communications of infinite bene- 
volence and love. He is protected : no adversary again can enter, to enthral 
or to destroy ; for there is One who hath said — “ My sheep shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” He is enriclied : he is 
made possessor of “ the unsearchable riches of Christ “ all things are his, 
whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or tilings 
present, or things to come; for He is Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” He has 
peace and joy peace that posseth all understanding,” and “joy” that is 
“ unspeakable and full of glory and in place of a home in the dark and 
fearful world of hell, where torment reigns for ever, he has an habitation 
yonder, in the mansions of his Father’s house, which the great Deliverer luis 
gone before to prepare, and wliich He will return shortly to confer — where 
“ there is fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore,” and where, the spirit, 
emancipated and saved, shall be employed for ever in the occupations of gra- 
titude and of praise. 

. Such, my brethren, is the glorious rescue ; and countless millions sluill receive 
it. The time will come, when the Saviour will have fulfilled that noble vision, 
which in the darkness of His humiliation shed a moment’s ray of light and 
gladness in his heart, when He exclaimed — “ I saw Satan as lightning fall 
from heaven and He, by the operations of His love, will cause that “ wicked 
one” to be cast down from the whole world, and the whole world to acknow- 
ledge Him as its Redeemer, its Lord, and its all 

HI. Then, brethren, from this signal recovery effected, we are also to ob- 
serve, that important results were secured. 

And following the mode of illustration which we have (as we conceive) with 
perfect legitimacy presented, we must observe — the effects, as they were pro- 
duced upon the minds of others, and as they were produced upon the minds of 
the incfividual himseli 

I. Observe the efibets as they were produced upon the minds of others. 

It is ibcorded, that the men who had been guilty of the unholy traffic, and 
who by the loss of their foul property had been abundantly reproved and 
judged, “ were afraid.” They that spld the swine “ fled, and went and told 
It iff the city, and ia the country. Then they went out to see what was done ; 
and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind; and they were 
airaid.” The term “ afraid” is not to be taken in the mere ordinary and vul- 
gar sense of the term, but in that of reverence and of awe. They were terri- 
fied ; they saw themselves confronted with a sovereign power ; and under that 
influence, “ they also which saw it told them by what means he that was pos- 
sessed of the devils was healed.” “And IHs fame was sounded abroad, through- 
out all the region.” 

My brethren, what we desire to impress upon you here, is a fact which no 
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genuine Christian will for a moment dream of disputing, that any real and 
well ascertained conversion, by the energy o£ the Vivine Spirit, thitm^ the 
work of the great Bedeemer, must produce powerful influences upon the minds 
of those who can personally and truly ohierve it. Doubtless a large {nxmor^on 
of those who are now in the presence of God, trust that they have unduavgone 
the transformation of redeeming grace ; and, my Christian friends, addressing 
myself especially to you, let me remind you that your conversion, when it 
occuned and when it was ascertained, did produce immense results. Although, 
perhaps, you but imperfectly calculated and estimated them, it was an event 
which vibrated to the most distant regions of the universe. 

Anger was excited. Satan was angry, and his ministers of darkness were 
augry, when they saw you snatched from the burning, and taken from their 
thraldom and from their doom, into ** the glorious liberty*’ and the glorious 
prospects “ of the children of God.” Ungodly men, perhaps, were angry. 
Your old companions in sin cursed yon ; and they cursed the religion which 
had separated them from you ; and their malignity was proved, either by their 
vain despite, or by their equally hostile machinations, to bring you back 
within their power. 

But not only anger : astonishment was produced. You were a wonder unto 
others $ they saw that which amwd them. There was the drunkard sober ; 
there was the lascivious chaste ; there was the defrauder honest ; there was 
the bold unbeliever humble and confiding ; there was the votary of the world 
transformed into the subject of mercy and of redemption. They wore asto- 
nished at the transformation ; not a few were awed by the event, and induced 
to exclaim— “ This is the finger of God.” 

And then, not merely was there anger and astonishment — there was joy. 
Your parents, your partners, j^our children, your friends, they rejoiced over 
you, when you told them of what God had done for your souls ; and they 
greeted you with a warm and affectionate embrace, such as the affection of 
kindred or of alliance never could have rendered. There was joy to your 
ministers. They had laboured for you, they had yearned for you, they had 
wept for you ; they had agonised before the throne of the heavenly grace, in 
earnest and importunate prayer for you. They were well-nigh hopel^s ; 
they had dreamed that some one had said, with a master- voice — “ He is joined 
to idols ; let him alone.” But in the extremity, there came the mighty voice 
of grace ; and you were changed ; and as they saw you entering into the 
church, approaching the altar, and Sitting yourselves at the table which 
commemorates redemption, they looked at you with thrilling hearts and glis- 
tening eyes, and in their gladness said, as did the apostle, “ What is our hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ at His coming ? For ye are our glory and our joy.” But higher 
than earth — angels were glad. “There is joy,” saith Jesus, “in the presence of 
the angels, over one sinner that repenteth }” and as our poet has well expressed 
it— 

** Pleasure and praise run through thoir host, 

I'o see a sinner come $ 

Then Satan has a captive lost. 

And Christ a sul^ecc wpn.*' 

Higher yet, — the great Redeemer saw in you “ of the travail of His soul, and 
was satisfied.” And the Eternal Father saw the prodigal coming from his 
“ far country,” and from his wanderings, and seeking again a father’s home 
and a father’s heart ; and he spread the banquet, and prepared the garments 
of righteousness, and said, as He clasped you to His bosom — “ It is meet that 
we should make merry and he glad, for this My son,” My daughter, “ was 
dead and is alive again, was lost and is found.” 

2. Again, brethren, we have also to observe, the effect on the mind of the 
individual himself. 

And love to his deliverer was produced. It is said with regard to him, that 
he “ sat at the feet of Jesus probably believing himself there to be more 
secure from the attacks of his old adversary than elsewhere, but still from 
an emotion of love — ^as it is afterwards said, “the man out of whom the 
devils were departed besought Him that He might be with him.” The rpu9<»ued 
one would be with the Ransomer, to gaze upon ‘Him, and to admire Him ; and 
in the gaxe of admiration to drink new draughts of gratitude and of love. 
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And loye, brethren, to Him by whom we have been emancipated from the thral- 
dom of sin and Satan is the inevitable, and ought to be legitimately the master* 
impulse of our existence. The Saviour assumes constantly, that we must love 
Him by whom our deliverance has been achieved. Bretlircn, you love Him ; 
and yet how scantily I If Christ comes and asks — ** Lovest thou Me more 
than all these ?** like the apostle Peter, how you shrink from and repudiate 
the comparrison ! And when He presents the inquiry, without the compa- 
rison — “Lovest thou Me?” you can answer, tremulously perhaps, but yet 
from the heart — ** Lord, Thou lowest all things ; Thou knowest that I love 
Thee.” But oh I brethren, that you could but love Him more, and that the 
service of to-night, with all its high associations, might induce you now 
to cultivate more of the spirit of love ! You have ^n redeemed : esti- 
mate the vast transformation which in that one word is ^involved. You 
were alienated ; now you are “ brought nigh.” You were darkness ; now 
you are “ light in the Lord.” You were outcasts ; now you “ have 
a name better than that of sons and of daughters.” You were the 
children of wrath ; now you are the heirs of mercy. You were travel- 
ling to hell ; now you are rising to heavei^ and heaven soon will crown 
you with the ineffable fruition of its glories. And consider the immense price 
and cost, at which that deliverance, with aU its glorious consequences, has 
been secured. Go to Bethlehem ; see the Babe “ laid in a manger, because 
there was no room for Him in the inn ;” follow Him on, till as a humble youth 
He was employed in subjection to His earthly parents, apparently unnoticed 
and unknown ; folloy Him still to His public ministry ; watch Him wandering 
homeless and houseless along the deserts and mountains of «Tudca, and while 
“ the foxes had holes and the birds of the air had nests. He had not where to 
lay His head go to the garden, and watch Him, as He prays in the antici- 
pation of His sorrows, “so that His very sweat became (as it were) great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground then away to the judgment* hall, 
where He is accused of blasphemy. He is spit upon $ He is buffetted ; He is 
smitten with the palm of the hand ; He is scourged ; He is clothed in purple 
and crowned with thorns ; He carries a cross to the mount of murder ; and 
when He has reached it, they drive the rugged nails into His hands and feet, 
and rear Him up between two malefactors, a spectacle of ignominy to heaven 
and to earth ; there, in mysterious agony He cries — “ My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me ?” And He dies ; and He dies for you ! And you 
have to follow Him upwards to heaven,’and see Him there, with all the marks 
of His suffering and of His death, pleading that death and those sufferings — 
for you J And now for the love ! Shall the preacher wait, till you have 
breathed a fervent aspiration to the Divine Spirit, that another and a more 
potent impulse of love shall descend upon you and in you ? Brethren, it must 
be already. And now we say for ourselves, as did the great apostle— “ The 
love of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge, that if one died for all 
then were all dead, that they which live should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto Him that died for them and rose again.” “ My heart is fixed, 
O God, my heart is fixed ; I will sing and I will give praise.” I will love, till 
love shall be perfected in that state where “ unto Him that loved us, and gave 
Himself for us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood,” we shall 
ascribe “ the glory and dominion, for ever and ever.” You must, brethren, as 
a result of your deliverance, be Med with love. Heaven is love — and love is 
heaven. 

Then again ; zeal for his deliverer was produced ; for we are informed, in a 
subsequent part of the narrative, that “ Jesus sent him away, saying, Beturn 
to thdne own house, and show how great things God hath done unto thee.” His 
own desire to te with Jesus was ovemded ; a further transformation took 
possession of his character, and he cheei^Uy obeyed as a testimony of his 
affection ; “ he went ms way and pubUshed throughout the whole city how 
great things Jesus had done for him.” My brethren, every ‘conversion is to be 
acknowledged. “ Come, all ye that fear the Lord, and I “will tell you what He 
hath done for my sdul,” It may be that some among you have hesitated to 
acknowledge and announce the transformation you have experienced. Some, per- 
adyenture, connected with the congregation about to worship statedly within 
these walls, are in this position. You hai?e halted ; you have hesitated ; you have 
evaded, hitherto* Confess your Saviour before men. I would, brethren, that this 
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season might be hallowed, as was a similar season in the city where I have long had 
the privilege to labour, when, at the dedication of a new and larger house of God 
under my ministry, many who had previously endeavoured to conceal their 
impressidns and their change, avowed themselves impelled by a strong convic- 
tion of duty to take advantage of the transition, and proclaim themselves “ not 
ashamed of the Gospel of (Christ.** Gladden the hearts of your ministers — • 
gladden the hearts of your earnest Christian friends, by following the exam- 
ple and showing “ what great things God hath done for you.” Show it by 
verbal announcement and conversation ; show it by holy deportment and ex- 
ample ; show it by seeking union with the Christian community which, as a 
New Testament church, is about to exercise its functions within these walls ; 
and show it, after commemorating the death of your Lord at His table, by an 
earnestness, an activity, a zeal, in the promotion of His honour and His glory ; 
and if one of the verses of our poets might express the feelings that animated 
you, it would be in the following lines : 

** Now would 1 tell to all around 

What a«dear Saviour 1 have found ; 

Or point to Hia atoning blood, 

And say, Behold the way to God.” 

Christ, brethren, will have no indolent enjoyers of privilege with Him. Ho 
will not'permit you to be with Him, “ sitting at His feet,” acting and attempt- 
ing nothing for 'the furtherance of His glory ; He sends you away, in one 
sense, while He preserves you always near Him in another. He sends you 
away, and tells you to make known iJis mercy and bring others to His foot- 
stool too ; and oh I we wish that there were not a man or woman who has 
known the*efficacy of redeeming grace, who would refuse ever to be satisfied, 
but as they could bring some trophy to Him by whom they themselves have 
been redeemed and blessed. Look, brethren, at your families ; look at your 
kindred; look at the crowded population of this city, the empress of the 
world ; look throughout your country ; look at “ the habitations of cruelty,** 
groaning under superstition and idolatry ; and when you remember that there 
is mercy provided for them, and that deliverance through your instrumentality 
may be imparted to them, say what limit you will place to vour charity and 
your zeal but what you find in the landmarks of nature and in the limits of 
the earth. 

We must look onward, brethren, to the grand and glorious consummation, 
when liberty shall reign over our apostate globe. It is recorded in the 
memoirs of an admirable and lately departed missionary, that in the Western 
Indies, when the night had arrived on which the last link of slavery was to be 
broken, he woke up and remained with a congregated assembly until the 
midnight hour had passed, and then pronounced the words — “Slavery is dead ;*' 
and there arose “ the anthem of the free.” And, my Christian brethren, we are 
to watch, and labour, and pray, until the midnight of the whole earth’s 
slavery shall be passed ; and then the jubilee trumpet shall be sounded, and 
the acclamations of heaven shall greet with rapture a free and emancipated 
world. Who among you would not partake of the triumph, and swell the 
gale ? Go forward, then, to your high vocation — the votaries of truth, of 
God, and of man ; and believe it, that if you celebrate not the final triumphs 
on earth, you shall yet celebrate those triumphs in the perfection of a nobler 
world. 

My brethren, there has been in the discourse we have delivered so much of the 
spirit of application, especiallpr so far as Christians are concerned, that much 
difficulty is obviated, on arriving at the conclusion of our address ; and as it is 
our anxiety, in such an heated atmosphere, not to trespass much longer upon 
your patience, or your time, we would but briefly remind you of the course over 
which we have travelled : — man’s degrading and perilous slavery ; man’s gra- 
cious and all-restoring recovery ; and man’s high obligation, wMe others 
gaze, with anger, with astonishment, or with joy, to live in the spirit of love 
and of zeal ; — and then, passing onwards, we have but one last Address to deli- 
ver, and from this service, and the Interesting engagements of this day, (pub- 
licly, at least,) you will release me. 

Not a few are here, of whom we must fear, that they are still in bon^e 
and in thraldom. Every person here who is a stranger to conversion, is a 
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strasger to Christian liberty and privilege and happiness. You are yet in 
bondage. Unccjnsciousness on your part ameHorates not the misery. When 
you have visited the haunts of madness, have you never felt that the uncon* 
sdousness of the malady has to you only heightened and rendered still more 
dark and tragical the disorder ? Andoh ! brethi^,«rith regard to yourselves, you 
may fancy that there is music in your chains, and so forget the load ; but still 
that alters not the fact. You are numbered among the worst of slaves. For 
what is slavery ? Do you find it in the convict establishments of your own 
country, where the victims of crime and of guilt are huddled together in unre- 
warded labour, ready to be met with death, if the least attempt at escax^e 
should be made? Do you find it among the haunts of yet unredeemed 
slavery, beyond the waters of the Atjiantic, where men prcdessing freedom 
brutalize their fellow-men, and violate beyond the power of language to 
express with proper indignation, the first law of freedom — that God formed 
all men free and equal ? And do you find it there, in the presence of the 
ferocious task- master, and of the savage and relentless torturer ? No, it is 
here, where human beings are cherishing sin, pursuing sin, and seeking the 
wages of sin ! And you, my hearers, who afre in this position, in the name of 
God Most High, and in the name of your own undying souls, I pronounce you 
to be the very worst of slaves ! It matlfrs not that you have rank, that 
you have property, that you have intellectual refinement, that you have 
high and poetic imagery, tnat you have social power;- iniluence, and opportu- 
nity. All these appliances are nothing more than the garlands whicli festoon 
the neck of the victim, as it is led to the altar of sacrifice ; and wc pronounce 
you again, in the xl^e of God Most High, and in tho name of" your own 
undying souls, to be the very worst of slaves ! Even now the iron is entering 
into your soul — and your soul will feel it; and tlic torturing poison, if it be not 
removed, will rankle in its abode for ever. * 

And now, brethren, surely, is the time for J|t^U#rance. Jesus Chrbt appears 
to you ; He comes in His Word, by His minister. And now He stands at tho 
door and knocks. Is there in your heart a respondent thrill? It is the 
vibration of the Spirit, answering to the knock of the Saviour at tlie door of 
the heart. And shall He not be welcome ? And will you not now entreat 
Him to exercise His resistless power, to deliver and to redeem ? 

Oh I the struggle — invisible, but intent, which at this very moment is 
occuring within these walls ! There, and there, and there, and there — is a tre- 
mendous struggle — for the soul! Satan, and Christ — slavery, and freedom — 
"bell, and heaven : — ^how is it to terminate ? 

“ How dreadful is this place ! Surely it is tho house of God and the gate of 
heaven.” Surely now fetters are breaking — spirits are expanding. They are 
marching forth from their prison-house, in the new-born dignity of liberty, 
and are gazing upon the privileges which arc to be consummated in heaven. 
Who hesitates ? We pray you to decide, and to admit Him who asks you ; to 
submit enrd^ be saved. 

** Admit Him, oro His anger burn ; 

Lest He depart, and ne'er return." 

Admit Him, ere at His door you stand only that you may be denied. And 
rem^ber, that to be denied by Christ is to bo everlastingly damned ! 

My brethren, we would willingly proceed, but emotion crushes language ; 
and the preacher must be silent. You will go td^our habitations ; but oh 1 
consider whether, when you depart, there follow you the foul fiends, exclaim- 
ing in fnockety and dension— * There goes one who refused liberty, that ho 
might be a bondsman — ^who refused privilege, that he might be a pauper — who 
refused heaven, that he might bid he|i with its profoundest horrors — Hail I-*or 
whether you will depart, with angel-spirits to guard you to your d welling, lanning 
you as witii the fragra^ of their ambrosial wings — ^welcoming you as their 
companions in glosy, as the heirs of salvation, and waiting to greet you when 
andth^ transition nas passed over, that they may convoy you to their celbs^ial 
abode, where yfiu shall share their splendour and their |pory and thmr felicity, 
and where you shall be equal to them ? Choose ye for yourselves I 

May the Divine Spirit enable you to choose aright; and may we all appear 
in that upper world, whither our Deliverer has gone to prepare a place for us ! 
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“ Your father 8 j where Ure they 9 and the prophets j do they live for ever ?** — 
Zechariali i. 5. 

The recollcctioH of past privileges, and of those departed wlio had bcea 
honoured by God as instruments "^of obtaining them for us, or preserving 
them to us, is very afiecting to grateful mmds, ^whatsoever be the 
mercies of present circumstances or the expectations in prospect of future 
days. In all possible events and occurrences with whidh God may visH His 
people, or ordain them to b« jisited, this word is adapted to be their stay and 
support under bereaving providtttices — “ Though a sinner do evil an hundred 
times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely 1 know that it shall be well with 
them that fear Gdff, which fear before Him”~-<£cclesiastes viii. 12). 

The force of the foregoing observations has been deeply felt, and is so in my 
own'^mind, while contemplating our recent bereavements, and the solemn cir- 
cumstances wherein we are placed. The removals of several, and the conse- 
quent afflictions of others for their deprivations, have lately spoken loudly, 
and, it is hoped, profitably, to this congregation; while, through infinite 
mercy, such tokens lor good have be^n manifest in them as to lead us to adopt 
the admonition, though they bare no rule nor were instructors in the church 
— “whose faith follow, considering the end of ^eir conversation — Jesus 
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for otot” — (H ebrews xiii 7, 8). 
And now we are brought to the experience of another great bereavement, the 
removal of our &te dearly beloved and highly esteemed rector, which is felt as 
a solemn visitation of the whole parish, and has drawn forth, with strong rea- 
son, the tokens of general lamentation and mourning for the loss sustainefi in 
many ways by this parish, and neighbourhood, and county. But the expres- 
sion of my personal feelings must be suppressed, and not trusted to wander 
into expatiation upon the afiheting recoUeetions of kindnesses extended over 
the space of so many years, (about thirty-two,) during v^liioh 1 have ministered 
in this place, or 1 might be tempted to utter divers particulars,'‘a£^ting to m[y 
own mind, Imt which to some might se^ too much like to eulogy of the 
departed, (though so highly esteemed,) i^ho is gone far beyond the reach of 
Oiur censure |>r commendation, and has his eternal inheritance uimlterably 
fixed by ** the only wise Gh)d, our Saviour,” infinitely independefit ol gU ju%* 
ment or praise of men. ^ ^ 

The words of the text, Instituting inquiry connected with departed/ 
admonitory to the living with whom we have to do, appear to be appropriate 
and suitable for explanation and use on so interesting and solemn an occairioiv 
This testimony came primarily to the ancient church in Judea, and during tlie 
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period of the Babylonish captivity, and is so opened^ introducing the words 
for our present contemplation : ** In the eighth month, in the second year of 
Darius, came the word of the Lord unto Zechariab, the son of Berechiah, the 
son of Iddo the prophet, saying. The Lord hath been sore displeased with 
your fathers. Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; 
Turn ye unto Me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts. Be ye not tts your fathers, unto whom the former prophets 
have cried, saying, Thus isaith the Lord Of hosts ; Turn ye now from your evil 
ways, and from your evil doings : but they did not hear, nor hearken unto 
Me, saith the Lord. Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do they 
live for ever ? But My words and My statutes, which I commanded My ser- 
vants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers ? and they returned 
and said. Like as the Lord of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our 
ways, and according to our doings, so hath He 4|ealt with us” — (Zech. i. 1 — 6). 
Such is the primary connection in which the text stands ; and its bearing, as 
God’s recorded Word, upon us generally, as of the professing and visible 
church, is this — “ Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples ; 
and th^ are written for our admonition, ^lipon whom the ends of the world 
are come” — (1 CJorinthians x. 1 1) ; and uppn the experimentally godly it is this 
— -"Sbr whatsoever things were written aforetime were Witten for our 
learning, that we th^gh patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hdpe”^Bomah8 xv. 4). 

In Srder to the prohtable and right understanding of this w(a*d, and of its 
application to uS, it is needful to consider, m ahifity is given, first, the people 
addressed, and those to whom a r^erence i8%lade ; secondly, the amount of 
signification, and the iiitention, or ^object, of the question proposed; and, 
thirdly, the permanent use of the record as God speaks it to us, and in 
our oireunistanoes. 


I. eirst, the people addressed, and those to pliom a reference is made, are 
to be considered. 


The prophecy is addressed generally to the visible church, who lived in the 
typical land of promise, and under the Old Testament dispensation. It was 
Glared, Or delivered, the prophet from God, toward the doee of the Baby- 
lonish captivity and exU^ The fathers” are represented as including those 
with whom the Lord hftl been sore displeased; and, therefore, the people 
immediitdy addressed in the text are their descendants in the fiesh— whether 
they might or might not be partakers of ”like precious faith*^ with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and all of their ancestors who were persuaded of the 
promises, and embraced them, and confessed themselves to be ” strangers aM 
on the earth," These are the people addressed— all the posterity of 
such progenitors, who Inherited Isom their births their evil nature, iVere 


enddmpitsSed with tbeit high piirQegea, and laden with their proportionate 
xe^hdMHlieB^acoOrdihg to that m^asuhe of the equity of tlm righteotis Ifwd 
to w^ldioVen mllen men afihct to bg^ro^ thdr dedl|y^andAtol|^ : 
“ Th|W fervl^ which low his LcmI’s wfH, and pfbpaied iicfe 
did^atodirdMg to shaU be lbeatim iHtli ttikny 

steipiti fbinmto whomaoever much Is gifen^ of Mm eN^,be much toqutoed : 
^ to w$K>m apn have committed mucl^ of Mm they Will ask ike moto”— 
XXaike ifil 47^ Such are thepeoplo to whomllss wordanow under ccauddera- 
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privileges, have they a current application. And thus they become God’s 
Word to us, legitimately and properly applied according to our various cases 
and characters, fruits and professions, and the roots of all in the heart, of 
whom the Judge of quick and dead beareth this solemn and soul-awakening 
testimony — ** I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every 
man according to his v^ays, and according to the fruit of his doings” — (Jere* 
miah xvii. 10). With a view to the ultimate settlements of that judgment are 
all the dealings of God with men, and His revelation to them in this time. 

The “ fathers” referred to, as it is plainly proved by the context, compre- 
hend the whole nation, constituting the visible church — all “ of Israel,” even 
those who were not, properly speaking, " Israel as tlie children of promise, 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, are counted for the seed. To such 
had the word of expostulation and reproof come, in exposing their evil cha- 
racters and deeds : ** O thou that art named the house of Jacob, is the Spirit 
of the Lord straitened ? are these His doings ? do not My words do good to 
him that walketll uprightly ?” — (Micah ii. 7). Such, with those who were 
** Israel” indeed, as having the sam% precious faith given to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, appear to be “ the fathers” brought to the recollection of the people 
addressed, and set before them, as it were, for their profitable contemplation 
— whether, as in one case, for admonition and warning to those among the 
survivors who had “ a name to live,” but were yet dead in their sins and in 
the uncircumcision of their hearts— or, as in the other, for comfort, and edifi- 
cation, and joy of faith to those, who, being of the same spiritual circumcision 
whereunto they had already severally attained, ^alked by the same rule, minded 
the same thing, followed “ the end of faith, even the salvation of their souls.” 

The ** prophets” to Whom a reference is made in the address under considera- 
tion, appear to signify those really sent of God, who spake His true Word, 
and no vision out of their Own hearts $ for of such a character only, and with 
such a testimony, are they specifically stated to have come, who are noticed in 
the introduction to the text, or in immediate connection with it. Thus the 
Lord testifieth against this people, in allusion to these His dealings with them 
and their demeanour under all His visitations, when He waxneth another pro- 
phet of what he may expect to be a result of his ministrations — ” Blnce the 
day that your fathers came forth out of the land of .iEgypt unto this day, I 
have even sent unto you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and 
sending them ; yet they hearkened not unto Me, nor inclined their eai^ but 
hardened their neck : they did worse than their fathers. Therefore thou shalt 
speak all f^ese words unto them ; but they will not hearken to thee; thou 
shalt also call unto them { but they will not answer thee. But thou shalt say 
unto them, This is a niution that obeyeth not the voice of the Lord their God, 
nor xecelveth correotlon i truth is pe^hed, and is cut off from their mouth. 
Cut off tliine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and take up a lamentation 
on high places ; for the Lord hath rejected and forsaken generation of His 
wrath, for the children of Jndah have dijm evil in My sight, salth the 
Lord : they have set thdr abominations in ttfe house which is called by My 
name, to pollute it” — (Jeremiah vii 25—30). On the other hand, both the 
message and ilmmessengers would be acceptable, and as life from the dead, 
to those whom flie Lord taught to profit, and whose case is thus beautifully 
delineated for the comfort and encouragement of sncceeding ^nerambns : 
“ Therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious unto yw, and there^ 
fore will He be e^ted, that He may have mercy upon you r for the Lord la a 
Gcxlof iedgmeiitT For thepeoideahaQ 

He wiU be mrygn- 
wlW He abfdl hear it, He wiH answer 
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thee. And though the X^ord give yon the bfead of adversiiiy, and the mter of 
affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a comer any more, but 
thine eyes shall see thy teachers : and thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying. This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left*’ — (Isaiah xxx. 18 — ^21). So “God, who at 
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these Icist days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds.” And 
when He had finished His great work of atonement and righteousness, having 
obtained eterdal redemption, He " ascended up on high, He led captivity cap- 
tive, and gave gifts unto men.” And He gave some, apostles ; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ : till we all comb in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the statnre of the 
fulness of Christ” — (Ephesians iv. 11 — 13> And such hath been God’s visi- 
tation of this country in general, and of |^s neighbourhood and parish in par- 
ticular — sending His Gospel of peac^ and the messengers thereof, and 
** finishing the work, and cutting it short in righteousness,” whensoever His 
Word shall have accomplished wliat He pleased, and have prospered in the 
ol^ect whereto ife hath Isent it. ^ The grand result of the visitation will 
appbar in the light of that ultimata, period of time, when God win ^ judge the 
world in righteousness, and the pe(^le with His truth.” ' 

n. Secondly, the amount of ^^gnification, and the intention, or object* of the 
questions proposed, are matters fof further consideration* 

The inquiry is not after the existence of the, absent ** fathers” — whether in 
their day of time they had received or rejected the testimony of the prophets, 
as if in any doubt of them severally having a local habitation. * It doth not 
touch the truth of the immortality of the souls of the prophets, as if there 
could be a shadow of a doubt, in the li^ht of God’s Word, of their ** living for 
ever.” But it regardeth the mmtal existence of both the fathers and the pro- 
phets on earth. ** As for man, his days are as grass : as a flower of the field, 
so he fiourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; and the place 
theieof shall know it nd moxe” — (Psalm oiii. 15, 16). 

This inquiry calls a fact to the recollection of the people ciddressed, which 
relates to their immediate or remote progenitors, who in times past occupied 
thdr places and possessed privileges, and the last in which line they had 
in recollection as cotemporaries of their early days, who according to their 
gracious or natural characters had shed their good or evil influasce around and 
u^n them ; and the question k agitated as it regards their once evil or good 
example; the fear or hope once existed by them, thdr onee powerful and for- 
spteading influence* healthy and: refreshing as the dews of the morning, or 
pmMcm os the blight and the fflildew, impregnated and overwhelming with 
dearth, and death, and destrocthm-^** ITour fathers* where < are they ?” . And 
that pebple who are addressed had heard the- Word — ^that W^rd of which 
(though the witnesses finish their course, labour, '^and te8timo|^t and are taken 
to tl^r thifi;,) it is testifled^^ But the Word of the Lord enUreth for eyer J 
and tins is tkp Word which by the Gospel is preached unto yon” — (1 Peter 
i. 25).' Th^had, in attending to the report, eome before God as the people 
were wont to come, and had sat before the prophets as the Lord’s people, 
and had heard Hk words at their mouth ; yea, in too many^ instances, where 
no obedience was yielded to the truth through the Spirit, the m^p bets had 
been to them, or in their estimation, a sa very lovely song of one who hath 
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a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument,’’ though their word, in 
the quickening and sanctifying power of the Spirit, had no place in them. 
They might be conscious of not having received the testimony as they knew 
the prophets wished their hearers to receive it, and might feel some misgivings 
concerning the state of their souls, as not converted, though rightly informed ; 
or there might be as many,^ on the other hand, utterly self-deceived, and mis- 
take an assent to the Word for the reception of it, and reckon sentimental 
orthodoxy to be spiritual life j and thus they might be imposed upon them- 
selves, and exercised in imposing upon others, by thei^ profession of godliness 
without the experience of what is the riches of the glory of this mystery, 
“ which is Christ in you the hope of glory”— (Colossians i. 27). On the con- 
trary, there might be, and doubtless were, a remnant among them whose 
hearts ^ihe Lord had opened to receive the truth in love, and who had been 
** begotten again ^ by the Word of truth, to be a kind of first-fruits of His 
creatures and to these the prophets would-be dear for the Lord’s sake, and 
for His word’s sake — they being brought to this individual experience — ** Thy 
Word hath quickened me”— (Psalm cxix. 50) : “ the law of Thy mouth is 
better unto me than thousands of gold and silver” — (Psalm cxix. 72). 

But into the question, which concerns the prophets is engrafted a matter 
of fact, touching which, and to bring which to affecting remembrance of the 
hearers, the inquiiy is made. The prophets had successively ended their 
labours, and entered into the joy of their J^rd, either by the natural course of 
mortality to man, or by the summary am violent removals of persecution ; 
and, in both cases, the church had been Affnred to lose the benefit of their 
labours. From hence, and concerning this deprivation, arose the inquiry— 
“ And the prophets, do tliey live for ever ?” 

The foregoing remarks, which unfold thb amount of the signification, direct 
our attention to the intention, or object, of the questions proposed. These 
were not for the sake of the fathers, nor for the sake of the prophets, but for 
the sake of the people addressed. There does not appear to have been a sin, 
in the following matter recorded, rather the contrary, in love being essential 
to discipleship ; nor dods the remark of Jesus seem to involve a reproof, as of 
sin : “There followed Him a great company of people, and of women, which 
also bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus turning unto them said, Daugh- 
ters of Jmisalem, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children” — (Luke xxiii. 27, 28). But a sufficient peculiarity appears in it. 
In the expression of our griefs, to afford us admonition ; that we express not 
our regrets and sorrows, or suffer them to run in such a direction, as to stand 
in opposition to God’s will, and purposes, revealed in His Word The Lord’s 
rebuke to Peter was cutting, when, after a confession of His meditated suffer- 
ings unto death, “ Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, saying. Be it 
far from Thee, Lord : this shall not be imto Thee. But He turned, and said 
unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan : thou art an offence unto Me : for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men” — (Matt, 
xvi. 22, 28). And so after His resurreo^Sgk^ from the dead, and in contem- 
plating His separation in bodily presehdt Ih^om His disciples, their subse- 
quent sufferings, and the case of John in partieular : “ Then Peter, turning 
about, seetb^^e disciple whom Jesus loved following ; which also leaned on 
His breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth Thee ? Peter 
seeing him, saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do ? Jesus saith 
unto him. If I will that he tarry till 1 oome, what is that to th^ ? follow thou 
Me* Then wept this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple 
should not die : yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die ; but, If I will 
that he tarry I come, what is that to thee ?” 7 -( John xxi, 20—23.) 
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In the text, the inquiries axe proposed : ** Tour fathers, where are they ? 
and the prophets, do they live for ever ?’’ These are put for the health and 
profit of the souls of the hearers ; car, for their greater condemnation, if they 
will not receive warning. The inquiry concerning their fathers, however long 
they may have had influence, and used it, admoniBheth them of it now having 
come to an end $ and that if they be sought unto for counsel and help, as they 
had been accustomed to be, Iheir place, or power, or voice, among them would 
nowhere be found 1 The question touching the prophets, as they are called to bear 
it in mind, sets before them the line of the successive pastors of the flock, hus- 
bandmen in the vineyard, builders of the spiritual temple, watchmen on the 
walls of the city, and their labours in which they have been exercised, accord- 
ing to the import of these divers similitudes ; and it gives admonition of these, 
as having gone by, and their work being with the Lord, and their judgment 
with their God ; whether these hearers, during such seasons of visitation, had 
heard, or had not heard, to Pljipt, or had known the time of tlieir visitation. 
That was a delineation of daS circumstances and prospects, relating, it is 
apprehended, to the period in question : ** We see not our signs : there is no 
more any prophet : neither is there among us any that knoweth how long*’ — 
(FSalm Ixxiv. 9). And the retrospective view of the whole matter is fearful, 
which the Lord Jesus Christ opened, and applied for warning to their suc- 
cessors in gnriivileges and profession : ** Behold, 1 send imto you prophets, and 
wise men, and scribes : and some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and some 
of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to 
city t that upon you may come allAhe righteous blood shed upon the earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew between the temple and the altar, Yerily I say unto you. All 
these things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusal^, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee> how often 
would 1 have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. Tor 1 say unto you. Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall 
say. Blessed is he that oometh in the name of the Lord’i^Matt. xxiiL S4«-»d9). 

HI, The permanent use of the record, as God speaks by it to us, and in our 
circumstances, is proposed to be noticed. 

It is a matter of general acknowledgment, and beyond controversy and 
dispute, that we have been a liighly favoured people $ and we have long 
possessed manifold means, and privileges, of a religions and spiritual nature ; 
and in znany cases, it is trusted, have, through distinguishing and sovereign 
grace, derived from the use them proflt unto everlastiz^ salvation. During 
them days of especial mercies, we have divers of those in grateful remem- 
brance, who have departed in the faith, been gathered to the ^tfehers, and 
entered* ripe for glory, into “ the iuberitaoce of the saints in light.” These, for 
periods, have ceased to be Imard, and observed, and seen amoz^ us. 
(k^ncerniug all snob, whose pro||Mpg bM been made to appear, the question 
may be wlfk propriety used, andf^th solemn, pleasure as we^ as lor profit : 
** fathers, where are they 4nd, as matter of admonition fear comfori* 
from your ministers, to you who are their surviveri and foUewenif of their faith 
Your fathers, where are they ?” IJinisters of God arq alsofi reeoUection, 
who have bosne testhnqtfy to His truth, and laboured to the end of their 
appointed day^^d ^it^ced into the presence, the rest, the joy of thdr Lmrd ; 
and these, from the divers scenes of their rei^iective labours, and the peoples 
of their charge, (one only about five years back, from among ourselves,) have 
ceased to be heard, and to be observe^ hi tbair ministerial exercises ; where, 
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and among whomsoever they had been accustomed to preach the Gospel of 
peace ; to ** bring glad tidings of good things to entreat sinn^ as though 
God did beseech by them* in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled unto God and 
to all to whom it hath been given to believe tlirough grace, to give assurance 
from the Divine Word, that ** God hath made Him who knew no sin, to be sin 
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” And as touch- 
ing all opportunities of deriving profit from their ministry, these all are gone 
by, and are among those who were ; and have only left, as they had a rei^on- 
sibility to preach the Word* and thus make full proof of their ministry, the 
responsibility upon the surviving hearers, of having had in their hearing the 
manifestation of the truth, no profitable tiling kept back, but a faithful 
declaration of the whole counsel of God.” And the permanent use of the 
question, as prolitable for admonition, for. exhortation, for warning to all 
survivors, is direct and manifest, and much to be impressed upon mei^s minds 
yea, upon our minds, for strong remembrs|||p: ** And the prophets, do they 
live for ever ?” 

The present interesting and solemn occasion, when the departure of our late 
beloved and esteemed rector of this parish, (which, it is trusted, is somewhat 
deeply felt as a common bereavement,) is the present and pressing subject of 
memorial, gives occasion for the use of the inquiry ; as it may tend to awaken 
our deepest attentioh to the passing days, and connections, and opportunities, 
and privileges, aU bringing their responsibilities, and bearing us onward to 
eternal judgment : ** your fathers, where are they ? apd the prophets do they 
live for ever As when the inquiryii^ in another Scripture, is announced 
concerning the hosting time, and directed to those having a charge of the 
house, or the city •, tibe reply tends to action, to expectation, to motion, to 
sleepless vigilance : ** He calleth to me out of Seir,, Watchman, what of the 
night ? watchman, what of the night ? The watchman said, The morning 
oometh, and also the /night : if will inquire^ inquire ye $ return, come”-^ 
(Isaiah xxi. 1 1, 12). So in these questions, which refer to the passing away of 
our fathers, in the faith, or in the flesh $ and touching the quick transition of 
the prophets, as in their rapid succession they have been charged with words 
of Divine authority, and everlasting consequence, all the things belcmging to 
our peace, which, in the case of the impenitent and unbelieving, are about to 
be speedily hid for ever from their eyes $ the object, desired to be obtained 
for profit to the audience^ is an awakened concern and conviction in tiie 
careless : ** AU things that are reproved axe made manifest by the light: for 
whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saitb, Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light” — 
(Eph. V. 13, 14). In inquirers, an encouraged and increasing attenlaon to 
fervent ei^rtation : **Beek ye the Lord whUe He may be found, eaU ye upon 
Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his tlioughts : aud let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him : and to our God, for He wiU abundantly pardon”--<l8aiah Iv. 6, 7). 
And in estabiUihed believers through increased aeeal of holy walking, 

abundant fruitfulness, and prayerful ch^mspeotlon : ** That, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep : for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand : 
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of 
light”— (Bomans xiii. 11, 12). ** And we desire find; every one of you doshow 
the same diligenoe to the full assurance of hope unto the end : that ye be not 
slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises”— <Heb. vi li, 12). This will draw gain for eternity from the lossea 
of time^ as those made wise unto salvation thrpugh faith in Christ Jesus. 
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**In a moment ahaU they die^ and ^le people shall be trovhled at midnight^ and 
pcosB away : 0n,d the mighty shall be taken away without hanStl* — Job xxxiv. 20. 

Tnb consternation and excitement, brethren, naturally awakened by an 
event like the present, iahere, you observe, strikingly delineated by the pen of 
inspiration. The passage, viewed in its connection, describes the impartiality 
of God in the exercise of His rightful authority with regard to the subjects 
of death ; and by a slight effort of imagination we may consider at as a 
descri^ion of the disquietude and anguish occasioned by one such occur- 
rence in the midst of a social circle. It would be obviously improper for us 
to dwdl on such circomstances> but a moreMvid illustration of the point of 
the . passage is perhaps not to be found than in the solemn event which has 
occasioned its sdiection.* ^ As though in letter and in spirit the text was then 
to be fulfilled, ♦‘the people were troubled at midni^t**^ — while that hour 
witnessed the departure of our friend from time to eternity, and from earth to 
heaven. ■ 

The text, you will observe, is part of the argument employed by Elihu to 
establish the principle of the IDivine ei$uity in the government of the imiverse. 
He insiimates that the suffering patriarch had at least implied certain reflec- 
tions on the eharacter of the Deitjv he remonstrates with him to show, 
that the Governor of the universe could not be unjust. This conviotimi, he 
seems to have imagined, might even he assumed as universally and infallibly 
lame.; any opposite oonohieion, he intimates, would be contrary both to experi* 
ence and to fact. Even a mere earthly ruler, it is suggested, is not to be 
aitsugued and oondemned at the mere pleasiue of his subjects ; and how mudb 
less J^;*^.tliat aoc^teth not the pezsonsof princes, nor regardeth the rich more 
than the poor I for they are all the^/^ork; of H3s faands.^* “ In a moment shall 
they diiv and, tile people shall be ^itedbled at midnight, and, pass away; and 
the mighty shall be taken away without hand.’* ^ 

Many and various, hretiiren, are the ideas naturally suggested alike by the 
argument and tim passage itsrif. We riiall fix but on two ; and may Heat 
whose shrine we are inizHii&g, give aid and success. 

It suggests, in the first .plao^ the sovereignty and ii]9^g>artiality of God ; and, 
secondly, the weakness and dependance of man. 

* Tho deceased wiaa selirod wfth a fit of apoplexy .while engaged In ftuntly worship. hCi> 
pastor, the other deacons, with tihidr'partnSrs, were friending the evening Wtth him. 
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1. It SUOOBflTS THE SOVEREIGNTY AND IMPARTIALITT OE GOD, 

And what themes, brethren, are these lor man to contemplate I Tliey awe 
to silence, and yet they stimulate to love. Sovereignty, in the highest and 
most proper sense, belongs exclusively to Jehovah. Man sometimes assumes it, 
and over a narrow and limited sphere exercises its prerogatives, but we have 
this morning to notice the agency of Him ‘‘ by whom kings teign,’* and 
whose authority and empire is universal. With this view, then, no bounds aro 
set to His influence, and no department is free from His control. Our con- 
sideration of it is, however, presdribed by circumstances. We shall but look at 
the department of death-^that wide domain which comprehends the whole 
family of man. 

It must be distinctly observed however, brethren, that the migiTiating 
cause of death, is not Divine sovereignty, but our sin. It is on|^ in rda- 
tion to the circumstances of death we thus regard it. Death is the penalty of 
a violated law. “ By man c£wne sin, and^'i^ man came death." By sin, 
death entered into the world." Mortality is therefore alike the eilbet and the 
evidence of sin — we see in it man’s guilt. And as a further proof that Divine so- 
vereignty has not originated deaths we see the same power in the Gospel working 
in opposition to it. In salvation we see God’s sovereignty as the origin- i 
ating cause ; but in death man’s guilt. The dominion of the king of terrors, 
brethren, may, in a sense, be affirmed to be not only wide, but unigersal ; yet it 
must be still remembered, that his authority is under control. Jehovah is 
Himself universally and exclusively supreme ; and the idea to be maintained, 
therefore, is, that while death has not originated in sovereignty, yet all the 
circumstances are controlled by it. God issues His mandate, and death 
executes the commission at His bidding, The arrow flies to the heart, when 
the word of the Sovereign is given. Kota moment before, — ^not a moment 
later. Death stands as a willing messenger at the footstool of Omnipotence ; 
he waits his orders from the throne and readily obeys them. He never goes 
imtil his commission is received. 

With these remarks, then, we contemplate J^ovah this mornings not as a 
mere spectatesr amidst the ravages and wastes of death ; not as from His throne, 
amidst its unutterable splendour, gazing upon the dying, or upon the fields of 
the already dead ; but we contemplate Him to-day, as having in His hand 
the sceptre oi universal power — ** the very issues of life and death." 

In exercising the prerogatives of thissuithority, then, we may remark — 

1. That God determines the hour of dilution. 

When the messenger shall come, whether it shall be at midnight, or at 
brebk of day, the time is fixed, and it is fixed by Him. ” He opens^ and no 
man shuts ; He shuts, and no man opens." Oh I it was in Batmos, brethren, 
anddst the dazzling scenes of that mystorious viiuon which i was beheld by 
Johr^ ere the book of Bevelation was com^deted, that this emphatic statement 
was declared : ^ I have the keys of hell and of death intimating, that without 
Him life could not be given, and could not be withdrawn. He hath all power 
over the invisible state of death, and over death itself. The casualties vkieh 
we somelimCs speak are casualties to ns, but they are not casualt^s to 
God, All are known to Him. Th^are necessary ports of the^ general 
system wMch His wisdom regulates, and which His power controls. Where 
would be an anchor hedd, brethren, amidst the ever varying circumstances 
of this busy world — ^where, an anchor hold for even one of its inhab^ants, 
on which he m%ht stay his hopea^ were we left to any other truth than this ? 
Hence, as though to hush the turbulence of human passion, and to quell the 
rising fears of < tl^ bosomy one sentiment from heaven.has be^ uttered 

lor the world t^listen to x ^^ Heither does a sparrow fall, pox a hmx loosen 
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and descend, witlioat yonr heayeidy Fat^r’s knowledge*” These is, brethren, 
no ocmfnslon in what God dees, or even in whi^ He permits to be done. 
Events are not isolated, bat connected with others, the links o£ which are seen 
by Him, thoagh inviedble to os. JLet ns enter, then, the dtamber of the dying, 
or, it may he, the chamber of tibie dead, it is but ours to utter the sentiment, 
that ** God has done 

We observe next-^ 

2. That Gad d^ermines, or eontrcXs, the metnmenta by which life^taU be ended. 

Whether it shall be by long lingering sickness, in which the cjoantenance 

becomes pale and wan, and the frame diseased and emaciated. Whether it shall 
be by a sudden stroke, giving instant exit to the spirit into^regsons of _ light 
and immortality, it is God that fixes the inevitable hour. 

Here, tethren, we eee human inetrumentaUty — there, we see no visible means. 
Here t^%arning lever with its hectic fiosh — :and thero no apparent indication 
of approaching death. A ward-one utterance of His will — ^power — ^without an* 
agent seen. He does it with infinite ease. In a moment shall they die, 
the people shall be troulfied at midnight, and pass away : and the mighty 
shall be taken away without hand.” And where, is exemption permitted ? 
We have, indeed, two instances^ those of Enoch and Elijah, in which by a 
mysterious energy the persons interested saw no death, — felt none of its pangs, 
—knew noi0 of its confiicts ; but the annids of the world besides contain no 
record of a third. One onward course from the beginning has been that of 
death. T%o ^pale horse” has passed and is still passing thiongh every rank, 
while he who sits upon it deals out death on every hand. No bribe purchases 
freedom, and no penury secures pity. Tlie exalted monarch, and the debased 
and tremlfiing slave : ^e rich man clothed in purple, and the poor man decked 
in poverty, are alike strudb: down. Universal as is sin, so universal must be 
death. ^ One dieth In his full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet. 
And another di^h In the bittmess of his soul, and never eateth with plea- 
sure. They shall he down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.” 

Sed then, the Impartiality of God. ** Death both passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned.” And even now is bis work being executed. When 
least antic^ated, often hts approach is near. Walking in darkness, he spread- 
eth desolation. The family and the diurch, each feels in turn his withering 
strokes. Oh ! whose heart has he hot tom, and whose hearth has he not 
desedated f Widows sit in sadness, at|d chmehes clothe themselves in maum- 
ing ; deacsons fall beneath him, and ^ihirs loved ai^ honoured, are not more 
secure. But^ brethren, one truth cheers amidst the glcxun ; and it is tins — 
^ Frecious in the Sight of the Lord is the death of His saintB.” Though at 
His luddiDg they fall, whether by this instrument or that, or whether they be 
** taken without liand,” yet is it but the gathering of their sj^nts to their final 
rQSt We hear to-day the gladdening sentiment, as it cwmes from Heaven and 
reverberaies in Fatmos, “ Write, Blessed fire the dead’wirich die in the Lord ; 
yea, eaith the l^irit, for they rest from their labours, and their works do 
Ifdlow ^lem.^ And with this, bretinen, though we see death thinning our 
tanks, yet must lae say, ** BhaU ndt the Judge of alt the earth do right ?” 
** His ayes are on the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings.” 

But wiifie we rooognise the supremacy of the Deity In de^mining the 
hour of His peopled death'^-'mid icgolatong the instruments that are to effect 
it--^we most also ncase^ ( ' 

3. That God i$ um^fiwtnead by the ooneidemUen e^ nmdy preemt conser 

quencea, . , 

As the all-wise Disposer c^ evmits, He connifi; allow Himself to be 
afifected hy these. They ora rail feueseen hy Him. He can Well undoratand 
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the widow’s tears, and tbe childxexi’s xnoimiUig; the peo^ **be 
troubled at midnig ht,” and a long train of apparent eyils nasiy follow in 
his track; but His hand cannot be withheld because of thenL Heath is 
a penalty that must be uniyersally rendered. It has to do with justice and 
with law ; hence, while administering equitable goyemment, that which is 
particular must not be permitted to impede a uniyersal good. Such, brethren, 
would be weakness in the Heity, not wisdom ; it would be feeling, not prin- 
ciple. Het us not condude, however, because of this, that the great God is 
indifferent to such results. He is not He feds with the widow, and He 
pities the bereayed ; but He has a purpose to be aocompUshed beyond their 
private fedings and interest He must regard the entire relation of things. 
Heath, as shown, has not originated with Him ; but as it exists. His procedure 
must be such as shall subordinate it to higher results. He is forbidden to be 
moved by circumstances, and to change His intended course. Hii purposes 
.must ripen, and His plans go on to completion. 

The mystery, if there be any, must remain for the present inscrutable ; He 
must even continue to appear unkind, if we think Him so ; and our fondest hopes 
must still be frustrated. On earth, brethren, the Almighty will render no 
account;; but in heaven, amidst its pure, undying light. He will reveal the pre- 
sent secrets, the liidden and dark mysteries, at least enough to satisfy us 
** that He has done all things well.” All that He now says to u% comes as in 
one short sentence from His throne, ^ Be riall, and know that I am God.” 
And m this one sentence, is contained enough I God acts with reason ; He 
is a reason to Himseli Even now, could we pierce the veil of dark futurity, 
even now should we believe, that sovereignty is regulated by love, and a 
tender consideration pervades alL 

We know not the day of our death, brethren, and well for us we do not ; 
** but our times are in His hands*;” and whatever therefore be the casualties 
which may cause our departure, whether death approaches us in forms terrific, 
by slow and lingering steps, or suddenly, all is in wisdom and in mercy too. 
If death be sudden, as In the case of our dear departed Mend, the glory burst- 
ing on the vision will be sudden also. Spared the pains q£ dying striie and 
last farewells, the transiUon is but sleep, and the waking is eternal day . 

Thus have we endeavoured briefly to illustrate J^vah’s sovereignty in 
tlie department of death. We now proceed to notice — 

H. The weakness and DEFENDANmi of man. 

We imagine, here, vay dear hearers, little need be said, and the time forbids 
it Permit us only to remark, that the contrast appears to be tremendous 
between the feebleness of the creature and the majesty of the Creator. ^*Man 
dieth and wasteth away ** he colneth forth like a flower, and is cut down.” 
Jehovah need not employ the lightning to consume, or the earthquake to 
swallow him up. He has but to suspend li&, and it terminates. Death with a 
steady hand guides the ploughshare of ruin along the busy track of life. 
Nothing is so fragile as the life of man. None can calculate on the 
possession oif a day, an hour, or even of a moment. ** The mighty are takA 
away without hand.” IThe cypress mingles with the waving plumes. The 
man of business receives his summons, and is gone. Oh ! how often, ere we 
have been warned of it, has the cheerful aspect of our friends been turned to 
languor and to death , the limbs stiflened into marble ; and death has come 
where we ha{i ai^ticipated life and joy 1 

** Death’s thousand doors stand open/’ 

and all its avenues are crowded with its victims. ” Man giveth up the ghost, 
and wbere^ Is he ?” We ask the question sometimes, hrethreiii In awful sad- 
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nestf, ** Where is he ?” Nature gives no answer — ^philosophy no answer — 
only tevelation can. It flings its light upon the future, and as in one word 
utters eternity — ^he is in eternity. The question is soon solved — ^he is in eter- 
nity — in heaven or in hell. 

** A point of time, a moments apace. 

Removes me to yon heavenly place, 

Or shuts me up in hell.** 

And here, brethren, is yet the inquiry, “ Where is he ?” We pursue it no 
longer, butiookingupwards^wehave no doubt, ovrjriend is there! Into yon happy 
world our friend has already entered. Yes ! mingling with that throng in bliss 
he has found his resting-place in heaven. His body wo left in yonder sepul- 
chre, but his spirit is to-day at home. His widow weeps, bdt not he ; his 
cbildren, ^t not he ; the (diurch, but not he. 

** Our brother the haven hath gained, 

Out'flying the tempest and wind ; 

His rest he hath sooner obtained. 

And left his companions behind \ 

Stiill toss'd on a sea of distress, 

Hard toiling to make the glad shore, 

Whmre all is assurance and peace, 

And Sorrow and sin are no more.** 

To us, brethi#n, loud is the voice that utters, “ Be ye also ready.** 

And now it remains that something be said of him whom wc mourn. His 
record is on high, and though no eulogy of ours can add one other element of joy 
to his already joyous spirit, yet friendship may utter his ezceUencles as well as 
ciherisb them for imitation. We may weave a garland even amidst the cypress 
of this solemn hour, but we intend only to utter that which shall illustrate the 
grace of God, and magnify that grace. Our friend first came among us nine 
years since, and with his beloved and now surviving partner^ joined the fellow- 
ship of t^ church on the 3d of Januazy, 1839. On the 3d of I>eoemher,*lS40, 
he was idiected by the church to be one of its deacons. On that evening, four 
were ch^n, but since' then,^ three are gone to their rest. His character de- 
servedly stood high’ amongst us. He had a mind of considerable power, well 
balanced and cultivated, and his judgment such as his friends could usually 
oonflde in. His place Jn. the sanctuary on the Sabbath was seldom vacant ; 
never, if well, and in town. His attendance at our prayer meetings was the 
same ; and you, brethren, many of know how he prayed. His fervent 
addresses at the iStercy-seat, with the utterances of adoration, must have often 
struck you. They indicated that for prayer he had no common gift, and as 
audibly conveyed the impression, that his soul was watered from the fountain 
head. His interest in the prosperity of the phurch was strong and ardent. 
None more fervently desired its progress, and none felt more deeply any symp- 
toms of declining energy. 

As a deacon, in the discharge of his offlee, many of y6u can testify, brethren, 
with what fld^ty, yet i^ith what tender sympathy, he conversed with you 
ngilative to ' Christian fellowship and communion. The active duties of that 
oifice, in other respects, he knew to be discharged# itopecially, by our long 
honoured friend, his senior, of whom, brethr^, were helaot now present, too 
much could not he said. "May God long spare our deacons to us ! Our friend 
was the ready and willing, and I may add, generous contributor to all the 
institulions connected wi t fajMltlfo place of worship. His hand and his heart were 
always ready at the the dslms of men and for those of God. 

His Burvivii|( f»ipthi^I bear me out in saying, that they found him 

always ready |e kind, and always open. They stood liigh 

in his nnd in his aiS^fons. There were no discords among 
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them, but he joined with them, and they with himt 'as men fearing God, and 
loving each other. The bond is now broken, but God hath burst the tie, 
and not themselves. 

As a friend, we all found him friendly. One little group especially amongst 
us knew his value in the social circle. Month after month we met in our 
book society; there he opened his heart, and there we saw the Christian and the 
friend, and felt at home together. He loved to mingle with us, and we with 
him. But we feel to-day that we have met with him on earth for the last time. 

And now, brethren, may hot the pastor bear his testimony also ? He loved 
him with the tenderness of a son ; and Jie received from his lamented friend 
all the kindness of a father. Often has he been cheered by his bemgnant smile, 
and made glad by his tender and sympathising kindness. In the vestry, in the 
house of God, in his own house, at the &mily circle, he who now b^s this 
tribute to his memory, found him a kind, affectionate, and upright friend, 
ever the same, — nor less, dear brethren, (members of the church,) we speak it 
thankfully, nor less the honoured brethren he has left behind. If our departed 
friend had his share of the ordinaiy infirmities of our imperfect nature, (and 
who ever lived without them ?) — let these be recorded by those by whom they 
were witnessed — or rather let them be forgotten, and the excellencies by which 
they were far outnumbered, be spoken of and imitated. ^ 

But we must come to the final scene. ^ Our last interview with our beloved 
brother was in the evening of Wednesday week. It was the Deacons* meet- 
ing s we met at Mr. Firmin’s house, where we had always been received with 
much cordiality, and with much hospitality. The evening was spent happily, 
conversing on various matters connected with the interests of the church. He 
had prayed with us, some of you remember, in the vestry, only dn tlie pre- 
vious Monday evening, and for the first tube attended on the morning of that 
day as one of your messengers at the Congregational Fund Board. Matters of 
church business being over, the family were summoned by hfhi for Christian 
worship; and while, brethren, I was uttering the sentiments of prkyer; 
while we were kneeling together, the last melsenger executed hiar^mmis- 
sion. Death had come, but oh ! in what a posture did it find him ! — ^with his 
pastor, his fellow-deacons and their "wives, with his own family, all on their 
knees at the throne of grace. Disease at once rapidly performed its work. 
Medical aid was of course immediately procured. Our friend, now with us. 
(Dr. Cooke,) promptly came to him, W skill was unavailing* 'i^ou, brethren, 
may judge somewhat of our consternation; we **were troubled,** and near mid- 
night all passed away in sadness. Anxious, however, to be with my friend, 
either whether he should be restored, or when he should die, 1 returned to his 
couch, and at half-past twelve ie ^ired; I might say, he was “ taken without 
hand.” 

**In vain our fuioy strives to paint 
The moment after death; 

The glory that siurounds the saint 
Wheif hij^reslgns his breath. 

Faith strives, but hm our oflhrts &11, 

To trace the spirit's flight ; 

No eye oan pieroe within the veil, 

Which hides that world of Ught. 

Thus much, and this is aU we know. 

They are oompletdiy blest, ^ 

Have done with sin, and oarS* and woe, 

And with their Saviour rest.’* 

Aild brethren, wc now turn from the dead to spealt again to living. 
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We . apeak to the members of the ohuroh; there is an utterance for you : 
** work/* oh 1 work» ** while it is called to-^y ; the night cometh wh^ no 
man can work.^ you, the family whom he loved, and the children for 

whom he inrayed, there is an utterance this morning for you. A father’s 
tears may not have availed, his desires may not have availed, his prayers may 
not have availed, but idiallnot his vi^ from the sepulchre prevail ? Oh I how 
he desired and longed for your s^vation and your well-being ! His counsels, 
my dear friends belonging to hil family-— his counsels are over, but not liis 
example. Whatever his f aUinga, you never questioned his piety. Yield, 
then, to impression, and meet him ic^heaven. How solemn a thing, my dear 
brethren, is death ! How solemn is it to die! To the sinner it is so especially 
— 8ay« to the sinner, becaui^ though death may overtake alike the wicked 
and the good, the believer and the impenitent, yet it is only death to the Chris- 
tian while it is destruction to the imgodly. ** T^re is no condemnation to 
them who are in Christ Jesus.” Their decease, whether the result of linger- 
ing disease, or sudden calamity, whether it take place at the rising of the sun, 
or in the dark hour of midnight, is but falling asleep in C&rist ; a departure 
more speedy than liuUiripated, because the Sovereign Ijfad sent the commission. 
But when rinner jlie^ lus death is destruction, inevitable destruction ; he 
dies as he liv^ ** without God and without hope in the world.” Is this, my 
dear hearers, the contingmcy in Wfhi^h any of you are placed to-day ? Is it 
true^ that no pledge has been given, Inat ere the day closes you shall not be 
gone 7 Then, my unconverted hearers, whatever your age may he, if uncon- 
vertedy how solemn your condition, and how imperative the duty of immedi- 
ate repentaim t Death^^the sepulcdire — the preacher — Christ himself — all join, 
to urge the necessity df repentance. ** Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” 

** Be ye also ready.” This is our joy to-day amidst tears and sadness, our 
friend was rdidy,” he slept in Jesus ; he has passed from us •, he has reached 
his hlessedness, and is happy for ever. Voices from all worlds enforce tlm 
exhortatoi— ^ That ye be hot slothful, hut followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” 



NOTES OP LBCTUEES 


PROPERTY AND PAUPERISM. 
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REV. THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D. 


LECTUBB IX. ' 

We wish to remove some mistakes and mi|«pprehensi6iis which prevail <m 
the subject of Pauperism, and the difficulties mtending its overthrow. Some 
look on the removal of Compulsory Pauperism as a chimerical imagination** 
On this subject I have written much ;f and, ratl^r than gb over the ground 
again, I think it better to read exti^ts prinmpally frbm4[>eiiodical8]:^ connect- 
ing them by remarksi Conceive a man pl^ed in the middle of cm Pnglish 
parish ; and how wild would appear his assertion, that the poor would be bettor 
off without Poor Laws ! In contrast with an active man, well acquauRted 
with business, the fomer would be esteemed “ theoreticai,” and the latter 
“ U8efal.*J.: But suppose these men had been brought togetht;^ before the Poor 
Laws w^e introduced ; sEd had reasoned on the sulijecl^ before the Act of 
Blizabeih*§ Bven anterior to all ^experience, the following considerations 

• See Note to ZnectttrsjGf.Page IIS, 

t In addition to various porUons of Dc;. Chalmerifi writings, wUch we have already had 
occasion to point out, and others we may yet have to Indicate, a whole volume (21) of his 
Works is devoted to Pauperism ; being ehtitied — ** The sufRoiency of a ParodbiSl System, 
without a Poor-rate, Ibr the Hight Management of the Poor. With Two Essays on Cognate 
Subjeeta.'* The Fhst (on the ** AppUoation of Statistles to Moral and f&oonoxnleiil Suld«<its'^> 
was read at the Glasgow Meeting of the ** British Association .for the Advaneement of 
Science” (1840) ; the Second (on the ** Distinction, both In Principle and EfPeot, between a 
Legal Charity for the Belief of Indigence, and a Legal Charity for the Relief of IHsease”) 
was read before the *'* Royal Institate of France,” of which the .A^uthor was a Correspon^g 
Member. « 

t These periodicals were^-Nea. 65, 58, and 66 of the *' Edinburgh Review,” for March 
1817, February 1818, and May 1820. (Volume 28, Page 1 $ Volume 20, Pages 261 and 498 ; 
Volume 33, Page 382.) The articles, four In number, arO repUbliahed.h^ Volume 20 of Dr. 
Chalmers’s Works (** Folitiosl Eoonomy,” Volupie 2), Pages 247 to 394. Of the article 
(“ Management of the Poor in Q^gow”) at Page 498 of the “ Edinburgh Review” for Pc* 
bmary 1818 (No. 58, Volume 29) only tho first baU; down to the w<»^ ** one of the n%etn^rs** 
(Page 499), la by Dr. Chalmers ; the rest being, as be observed, ** what Jeffrey chose to 
add.” In this added portion. Dr. C. has marked, %our copy,' the followtpg passage as par- 
ticularly erroneous : — ** The area of En^and and Wales, according to ih^wtest authorities, 
appears to he 57,960 sqaare miles, or 87,094, 4(K) statute acres; wherefore the number of 
inhabitants }n each aquans mile, containing 640 acres, averages 175 persons. The greater 
proportion of tiiie population of England and Wales appears to be employed in manufiustores ; 
there being 770,199 fomUies returned [;i^ employed .in’ agriculture, and 969,632 in trades, 
manulbcttires, and handcraft ; besides <7^916 other fomlUes;” (Page 501.) 

§ The statutes anteoedent to the Rel;^ of Queen Elisabeth, were genefklly directed 
to the relief of the impotent pobr, by l^e contributions of the church and tho alms of the 
charitable ; and to the suppression of vagrancy and idleness.”— the Select Com- 
mitteeonthe Poo^r Latoi, Ordered hy the Houee tif-Cofimume to be pHnted July 4, 1817. 
Quoted at Page ^6, Voltnne 29, Cf the ** Ed^burgh Review” (No 58 ; February* 1818) ; and 
In Volume 20 of Dr. Chalmers’s Works (** PoUUoal Economy,” Volume 2), Pages 838 and 
389. *• It appears, from this hnportant document, that the principle of Compulsory Provi- 
rion for the Poor took Its rise vrith the enaotmd&t of very harsh and barbarous laws for the 
suppression of vagrancy that, by these la#l (which wcrk^ directed against * strong beg- 
gars, perstms whole and mighty in body*), such ari oflCnee was visited with slavery, mnrila- 
tions, and desth— that permission to beg, hokeyer, was extended to the Impotent poor 
within certain dtstrtote~*and that, «t length, a i%ew to prevent the burden of the^ 
support ifirom firillng exdhistve](y on the oharilkble,>im Act was passed in the Fifth of 
EUsabefh, whereby Jusrices in each parldi were empcVerqd, along with the churchwardens, 
to aasesafor a weekly sum those who were unwilling t« contribute. By a Statute of the 
Forty-third at the same rritgh* those persm were vested with the imwar, first, to pro^e 
for the gratnitous relief of them who were unable to work ; and, secondly, to find work 
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might have occurred to the former, as contra-indicating the establishment of 
such Laws : 1. They were untried. 2. They would wrest from the hands of 
Nature the management of a case for which she had provided by certain prin- 
ciples (of compassion) which they -# 00 ^ tend to enfeeble and suppress. 
3. They would rdax industry and foresight, the obligations of relationship, 
and the sympatiliy and mutual dependence of neighbours. 4. They might 
reduce the private ministrations of the wealthy. 6. The publicity given to 
relief would be paiiiful to delicate and deserving sufferers. From these various 
probabUities, the man we have supposed might withhold his approbation of a 
systei^ so uncertain and hazardous ; and if his sturdier antagonist resolutely 
^misted in maintaining the wi^om of the proposed regulations, which of the 
two ought to have been called ^ ** theorist But the experiment su^ested 
has actually beeh^ carrjdng on for two centuries ; and our two political 
reasoners, if thhy bould rise fcpm their graves. Would find tl^ sul^ect of debate 
really exemplified ; — ^perience and proof, instead of experiment and probability. 
3n l^aglahd they woufe find a cold public administration of relief dissolving 
domestic ties and kindly charities ; the Border parishes would be faund aug- 
menting their expenditure, without increasing the comforts of the poor ; while, 
in the North, they would see a high-minded peasantry learing their fiimilios 
and fosteriim^ thehi^;aged parents out of their own resouices. Wou^ not our 
doubting fii^end TO ^titled to, look on these varioiJi^ parishes as awhives on 
which, since he left the world, the finger of Time had graven the correctness 
of all his anticipations ? Would not his claims to “ practical” wisdom be 
proudly vindicated ; and jhld an^g^^j^t be convicted as a most unsound and 
precipitate “theorist?” This shows— what it, is of great importance you 
should understand — to which of the parties the term “ theoristt*^ and to which 
riiat of *^pgw:tical wisdom,'' ought to be applied.* All the distress, machine- 
breaking,f and other outrages of which we hear, will be found confined to those 
I>art8 of the kingdom where a compulsory provision for Pauperism prevails, 
and where allowances are most liberal. * * . 

We wish to impress you the distinctionibetween the natural, and the ari£- 
JicuA or legod ^fficulties, in the Way of abolishing Compulsory Pauperism.]: 
The difficulties ore great ; but the natural difficulties are none. There 

is no doubt as to suoMsa of the experiment, if tried ; but the difficulty is 
to get people to it. It is a mista^ to suppose, ' that a man who is impli- 
cated in the details of a ^ystem, is better able to judge of it than another. I 
thinli his position has an unfavourable effect. A man who is looking oyer a 
maffiiine, is bettor, able to ^ipiderstand it, than a man who is working in it. 
This was jdwdii^n by Lora Brougfiam, in his speech (in the House of Lords) 
on Chancery Beform. Nothing could be more' beautiful than his allusion to 
the nymph, who Vas turned into a laurel while flying from the god of ]ight.§ 

tools and materials. This Statute eoutiimes to be ftmdamental and opecative law of the 
realm, on diis important subject.**— Wbrki, Volume SO (PoUtiotU Meouomy^* 
Votume S). 299 and SOO ; eml Beview** for 1818, (No, 68, 

,Votume 29,) Page h. ^ 

* For an amp^catioii of this striking visit from the dead, see the ** Edinburgh Beview’* 
for February, 181$ (No. 68, V<^ume 29), Paget 261 to 266 ; or Volxatue 20 of Br. Chalmers’s 
Works (** Political Economy,** Volume 2), Pages ^ to B05. , 

t A valuable Note (B) on Machinery, will her found in^the Appendix to the Lecturer’s 
** Pdl^cal Boonoiey” (Page 473) ; or in Volume 20 of his Works, Page 66. 

t For a Chapter (14) on this subject, see Volume 2 of the X* Christian and Civic Eco- 
noiny,**^age 226 ; or Volnme^j4i. of Br, Cholators's Worldt <** Christian and Eoonomio 
Pollty,*’^Volame 2), Page 184. iW ^ V 
9 Apollo* as the go^ of po^^ crownad with laurel ; While, ds the ohariote«rof the 
sun, he is on iU tex^yHNfr^^ t^ riuiW, fiourhdies in the diade. Out of these 

materials, the Greek contrived the frUpwtligtale BapW^was t^e Baughter of Penens, a 
river in Tempo. She wda Itolo^ed t who, on hW Seeing from his addresses, pur- 

sued her, and had near^ oveHtten Iwr when, appealing to /ui^ter frr help, .she was 
changed by him Into a laprel, Ibr Vfilch Is the Greek nanie, aUd which 

was thenceforward cohSebiated to Apollo.-^Seo Baldwin^ ** Panthfrin;;’* Chapt^ 28 (Pages 
205 to 207 of the Fourth Edition); or' Ovid'S ** Afetannok'phoaes,’* 'Booik 1* Lines 462, Ac. 
(Fable 9.) ^ 
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^ J^ermon, 

BY THB 

REV. THOMAS DALE, 'M.A. 

PBBACUED IN ST. PAUL’s C.\TUBDRAL, 

ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER, 31, 1847. 

The Sunday after the Death of W. Davison, Es(ji., by falling from the 
Whispering Oaltery of the Cathedral. 

So teach us to number our da^s, that we magf a’ppfy our hearts unto wisdom,^ * 
Psalm xc. 12 . 

These are among the solemn vrords which our cl^rch has appointed to be pro- 
nounced over the ashes of the dead, when *‘man goeth to his long home, and 
the mourners go about the streets;” when earth” returns ‘‘to earth,” and 

dust to dust.” In this impilesBive portion of her ritual, she has respect, not only 
to the dead, who have gone down into silence, but to the living, who may lay it yet 
to heart; and while she gives utterance to a charitable hope ^at the departed, if 
not formally or practieaUy excoinmunieated, is with Christ, shn would dismiss the 
sorrowing wiends and relat^yes'Vith the seasonable and eani^ admonition, that 
they, tqo, prepare themselves to rest in Him, as their hopets that their brother 
doth. Thus the tears ifhich are poured forth upon the sepulchre of those whom 
we have loved and lost, may tend to the purifying of the soul, and the amendment 
and the profit of the living mpy arise from the^mmemDration of the dead. 

We accordingly, though not now groups as mbumera around the open 
sepulchre, but congregated as^ worshippers in the temple of the Lord — in a temple 
which has itself been too recently the scene of death, and of which the consecrated 
pavement has been' stained with human blood — we may well address^urselves to 
the consideration of our latter end, which Moses, the man of God, or rather God 
himself by Moses, declared to., be true wisdom, and which, rightly pursued, while 
it detracts nothing from the true enjoyment of the “ life that now is,” will bo 
found the only effectual provision for the happiness of “the life that is to come.” 

Let us, then, consider, first, the reason assigned for making timely and immediate 
preparation for our end, as implied in the phrase numbering our days;’* and, 
secondly, the nature of the preparation itself, which* is expressed as the “ applying 
our hearts unto wisdom.” And oh ! my brethren, if we,;aeed any stimulant to the 
devout and serious consideration of such a subject, let reason herself supply it ; for 
she will tell us — and her .words must derive added energy fi’om ajLL experience — 
that they who cannot be sure that they shall live, ought:<at least to look well to it 
that they be fit to die. 

I. To “ number our days,” then, in the senlb of the'^lPsalmist, iif^«bme|hing fiipre 
than to admit, in mere general terms, the brevity and uncertainty of humaii life. Tnis 
must be done by all, if only because there are none who can put away from them- 
selves the necessity of doing it. The fact is so palpable, sp fiimiliar» so notorious 
in the case of otheni* that they vho^ra most reluctant as to ther admission cannot 
but acknowledge its*|iiri]^bility in Bclkfiion to themselves. The life ” virhich is a 
vapour ” to some, cannot be a subrtfllioo to any ; the death may be.,4it hand to 
many, which is ev.pntually certain to alL ^ 

To “ number our tteiya;'” theh, is simply to take the reckoning and ad- 
measurement of human life. This hap Aen done already in holy Scripture, where 
it is said, “ the days of our years ate threescore and tai^ and though men be so 
strong they come to finurscore yea^, yet is th^ strength labour and sorrow, so 
soon passeth it away, and' we are gonei;** Nor yetis it; in the world's phrase, to 
calculate the chances of survivorship, whi^ ^any man may do in the instan^ of 
the aggregate, hut which no man can do% the case Mthe individuaL But# is to 
take t^ measure of our days as compared sith the/e'ork to bp performed, with the 
provision to be laid up for eternity, with* preparation to be made for death, 
with the preesution to be , takes , <*gai nst It is to estimate human life 

by the purposes to sfhich il' j^oald be^ aj^Hpl^ by the eternity to which it must 
conduct and in #hi<ih it at last he absor^i. Under this aspect it is, that 
David contemplates man. when he says, “Thou hast made my days as an hand- 
breadth; and mine age 18; as nothing before Thee,” tmd then proceeds to include in 
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this oomprehen^ve estimate even those whose days have been the longest upon 
earth : ** Verily, every man at his best estate is altogether vanity." Ah ! my breth- 
ren, this moral arithmetic, this computation of human life, is a science which we are 
taught by the experience of Qod's providence as well as by the declarations of God’s 
word; we should learn it not only, here by that fearful catastrophe at the remem- 
brance of which we strll Ihudder, not only by the graves on which we tread, by the 
monuments of the departed on which we gaze ; we should learn it from much that 
meets us even in the #orld — from the garments of woe, fimn the funeral knell, 
from the mourners who go about the streets, from the chasms which exist in many 
a social and domestic cirde, the light of which is extinct, the charm dissolved for 
ever ; we diould learn !i not only from the bereavements of the mortal around, 
but from the aspirations of the immortal within ; not only from that which pro- 
olzdms In every direction around us, ** vanity of vanities, ^ is vanity,’* but from 
that also which whispers in the hear^ which whispers in evc^ one of your hearts. 

It is appointed unto man dUce to die, and after death the judgmeat," ** the body 
shall return to the earth as it was, but the spirit unto God who gave it." 

There are, then, two main reasons wherefore we should address ourselves, and 
that without delay, to the ** numbering " of ** our days," which is the consideration 
of our latter end ; and the first and most obvious of these is the fear of God. 

The first reason why we are to number our days" is the fSear of God, regarded 
as an Avbn^er to^equte wrath upon eveiy soul of man that doeth evil, and con<« 
ceming whom, ^^n thus regarded, the apostle Phul ^las declared, ** Oiir God is a 
consuming fire." ^VlThen ** I consider," says the patriarch Job, I am, afraid of 
Him,” and hence if any of ourselves are not afraid — if thpre be hero the professed 
infidel or the bold blasphemer, it is only bmuse they do not ** consider." And 
this may be readily illustrated byk an example ta^Een firom temporal things, and 
hfluned upon the woids bf the Lord Hsms^, when He said, Fear not them which 
kill the body, and after that have np more that they can do ; but 1 will forewarn 
^ou whom ye shall : fear Him, which after He hath killed hath power to cast 
mto hell f^ea, I say unto you, fear Him." ^ 

Now it will not be questioned for an instant, while we listen to this impressive 
exhortation from the lips which ** spake as never man spake," and take into our 
reckoning the attributes of Deity to which it refers, that God is incomparably more 
to be feared than men, b^ing at once possessed of omniscience to detect all crimes, 
and of omnipotence to punish all. But let us just suppose for an instant that any 
one of us were from this time to be placed before the eye and beneath the arm of 
man, as ea^ beljeves himself to he placed continually before the eye and beneath 
the arm of God; let ua ^ppoM that one of our own feeble race were from this 
time to be ever with uf as ihe delegate of a supreme and retributary Power, 
deputed to scrutinise every action, to register every word, to expose every error, 
and to punish every &idt; how wi^y, how circuiriipectly should we pursue our 
paifti through life, even though watched over by a saf^city that might be eluded, 
att^ crossed only by a ppwer th^ might be escaped ! We should from that 
m^ent mov^^bout among mankind like beings of another world, abstracted from 
things around with ‘which others were conversant, indifferent to things in which 
others were interested, and absorbed in moody m^itation with which others had 
no sympathy. W% &ould speak only in measured words, and act only from 
deliberate thought, if ever a smile passed o|^ our countenance, it would be cold 
and cheerless as tbe^ sickly iD<ioiri!eam,^aiii^ would give ffiaoe in a moment to 
blacker darkness than beft^. We sbduKb'Mve as doomed enatores^ freling not 
onljr that our hipath was in oifr nostrils, but that only a step, intervened between us 
an^ And yet, with one impoi|ant variation; all this is more than hypo- 

thotieklly trtte : God is about our padf'anff'about our bed* wnd imleth out all our 
wayi;f **He hath beset us behind and before, and laid His hand upon us." 
•• Whitb^can we go from His Spirit, and whither essi ire fiee from His fxresence ?" 

any hide himielf in secret places, riiat 1 riiall nqt see him f saith the Lord." 
We all know this, ahd^id imy pretend not . to know it at all, nature would rise up 
in Mlgnant jMWteelaflima^pi^^ the frilsehood. How oan^it bp conceived that the 
light ^ the sun lyoirid be tefiected where God Hsmself is not ? How can the 
waters of Godh ocean frOw to a^y distant place where God Himself is not f Where 
His works are, there must the g|^ Cieator be» God is in all, and by all, and 
throi^h all ; and so htog tildlli^t ieUlt even m^ t^ upon the vacant 

look,' upon the wandering ^Bae,' aiid^ upon the lips that are prepatHig fiw the utter- 
ance of falsehood, upon the bosom hiding iniqmty within itself, upon the heart frill 
of ** hatred, malioi^ and all uncharitalfieneaB," who does not pemeive that there 
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must be also the omniscient and inevitable eye which not only fells on every heart, 
but pierces through every heart on which it fells ? We read in this very psalm, 
that He hath set our misdeeds before Him, our secret sins in the light of His 
countenance;*’ and were God extreme to mara what is done amiss, and were the 
penalty dealt out in strict proportion to the sin, which of us would not find cause 
to add, ** When Thou art angry all our days are gone; we spend our years as a tale 
that is told ?** 

But the property of God is always to have mercy; judgment is His ** strange 
act.** He does not **deal with us after our sins, nor rewa^ us according to our 
iniquities.** Were it otherwise, how often, we may suppose, would the house of 
prayer exhibit the punishment ^ the rery crimes upon which the eye of God looks 
in &at house ? God looks in this place upon the specious dissembler, upon the 
designii^ hypocrite, upon the man whose form of religion is only assumed as a 
blind to others, or practised as an imposition upon himself ; and if the sword that 
even here is uplifted do not fell, if the bow that is bent do not propel the arrow 
from the string, it is not that there is any lack of provocation to the righteous dis- 
pleasure of the most holy God (alas ! how should there be in such a place as 
thisP), but that His long-suffering still waits as it did in the days of old; that God 
pities the infirmities, while He searches the hearts of men; that He would rather 
spare as a Father, while He executes just Judgment as a King; that He pacifies 
the wrath which would otherwise be a minister of death, and restrains the indigna- 
tion which would otherwise overwhelm the mightiest of sinnexiL Yes, it is His 
goodness that endureth still. God is as patient as He is strong; though God is pro- 
voked every day. And oh ! that His longsuffering might yet awaken the sinner to 
repentance before the day of grace is past, and the time of Ovation gone for ever ! 

The other reason, therefore, why preparation should be made at once, is the 
greatness of God’s mercy. ** There is fexgiveness with Thee,” says the Psalmist, 
** that Thou mightest be feared;” and God, says the apostle, is willing that all 
men should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the tru^.” In grace, as in 
nature, God has done His part : in the one ease He 1ms given medicine to heal the 
sickness of the body, and in the other the pure and precious blood of Christ to 
atone for the corruption of the soul. But, then. He does not in either case compel 
the application of the remedy. That remedy, indeed, in both cases, is obvipus, 
and in spiritual things it is unfeiling; but, whilst God intreats men to choose life as 
an option or alternative. He does not impose it on them as a necessity. ** They 
that hate me,’* said the heavenly Wiadom, love death and what said He who 
was the Wisdom of God embodied in the form of man ? Ye will not come unto 

Me, that ye might have life.'* Ohi then, my brethren, ,4pt it be borne in mind, 
that while to procrastinate the supplication for God’s ^mercy is to provoke the 
stroke of God’s wrath, ^ret |p deprecate 'His justice is to invite His love ; to con- 
fess and to forsake our sin is t<^€nd mercy. Behold, no|r is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvatio^” Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from Hie 
dead, and Christ shall g^ve thee light.” Ever^ then, let^ us bear in 
goodness of God, unless it lead to repentance, will but aggravate oiir condemnation; 
and, since we must confess that our days on earth are but as a shadow, and none 
aiding,** oh ! let all learn that true wisdom which God alone can teach, tlmt we may 
realise our proper character as stcangers and pilgrims upoi^ earth, and provide 
against that time when ** the earthly pouse of this tabernacle shall be dissolved;** 
provide what grace alone will enablw;&^ to provide, " a building of Gfed, a house 
not made with hands, btemal in the hetftens.'* 

IL We are now to eOhaider, ia the seeoipd place, the nature m me preparation 
required ; which is thus express^ — ^ ^ eppiying our hearts unto wisdom.” A more 
exact and expressive xendexmg of this phraM will be found in the inarginal reading : 
**So teach tM to number our dsy* that we may cauae nur hearts to come unto wisdom.” 

Now wiadom may be defined, in g^ral .tenps* ia the choice of the most 
important object, and the puxvut of it 1^ the most efifoctnal means ; and the 
ol]j^ must be the same with the “ end offeith,” which is “ the salvation of the 
sool and what can the means be but the study and application of the Word of 
God? This iidife etemel/' mid tiie Lonl hismlf, *^to know Thee the only true 
God„aad Ohnst, whom Thou hast sent and the knowledm of the Iford is 
obtamed by the studys^ His Word i Search the Scriptures, ^ in them ye think 
ye have eternal life|:ai^ they , are they which testify pf Me,” And in this mpct 
expressive ffeinm of ^^easisIpgHie heart^to come wisdom,” is dear that the 
prQ{^ work of man is id|ic«hnfeatedi firam that which can be the work of the 
Spi^ of God alone. ,Man is not, you will observe, enjoixied to attain unto wis- 
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dom, to acquire it firom otbars, or to realiw it ibr himself, as though he could 
accomplish this by his own e^rts or exertions ; he is simply to ^ cause his heart 
to come unto wi^om/’ to go in quest of it, to seek it in the way and by the 
means which God has appointed; to “ ask that he may receive,” to seek that he 
may find,*’ and “ to kno<^** that the door pf salvation may be opened unto him. 
"If any man lack wisdom,*’ says the apostle James, "let him ask of God, who 
give^ to all men liberally and upbnudeth not, and it shall be given him.” The tree 
of life is, so to speak, in. the midst of us, visible to every eye, acoes^ble to every 
hand, in the gaHen of God’s Word* Its branches are laden, as it were, with 
nutritious fruit, and even the leaves of it are fbr " the healing of the nations.” It 
ts man's part to put forth his hand, and to pluck, and eat, and live for ever. But 
if he will not do this, if he deliberately choose the evil and refuse the good, 
if ke will rather live upon ashes because " a deceived heihrt hath turned him aside,” 
if he prefer the wild vine of this world, whose grapes are grapes of gall and whose 
fruit clusters of wormwood, whom can he inculpate but himself in the placing of this 
poison in the soul ? Whom can he blame but himself at the time when wisdom 
shall cry no more, when the day of grace shall be ended, and the offers of Wisdom 
and salvation riiaU be withdrawn ? ^ There is now a distinct and decisive pledge, 
that whoever will come unto wisdom, wisdom shall Come unto him. All is pro- 
vided on the part of God, that man’s frailty can require or his necessities demand. 
" The righieousnpss which is of fisiith,” says St. Paul, (that righteousness which is 
wisdom unto salValion,) " speaketh on this wise ; say not in thine heart, who shall 
ascend into heaven ? (that is, to bring .Christ down from above :) or, who shall 
descend into the deep 1 (that is, to bring Christ up again from the dead.) But what 
saith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart .* that is, 
the word of &ith, which we preach ; that if thou ahalt confess with thy mouth the 
liord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved.” Thus Scripture speaks : and what can be the effect of 
Scripture speaking thus, but to leave without excuse all those who will not be saved, 
all those who, while they could neither deny to others nor dismiss from themselves 
tlttit their days on earth were as a handbreadth, and their life itself a flower that 
appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth away, yet hazarded, with their eyes 
fully open upon the tremendous risk, a loss that is irreparable, and would not " so 
number their days as to apply their hearts unto wisdom,” though they kipw it to 
be the wisdom that is from God, the wisdom that is unto salvation ? 

We would hope better things of you, brethren ; God in his mercy grant that 
we may not hope in vain. There are too many in the world around you, and it 
may be feared there are some within these very walls — for those are not always the 
nearest to God who are most frequent in His church — ^there are some who have 
not ” numbered their days,” and who will not ** Wpity their hearts.” There are 
sq^e who account us their enemies because we telT the truth ; some whose 
e^mate of the excellency of a minister of Christ’s Gwspel seems to consist in this, 
that he shall neither feel himself, nor make his hearers feel. May God preserve those 
who minister in this place from evei* recognizing such a standard, and you who hear 
from ever adopting or desiring it. Rather let us believe, as in charity we would feign 
do, that in repairing hither you are anxious that your hearts should ** come unto wis- 
dom,*’ concerned tSst the blessed influence of the Holy Spirit should come down 
into«^your hearts as the gentle rain from heaven, and that *beams from Christ, the 
Sqn of righteousness, riiould penetrate und pervade the soil of the heart, and 
^mken the s^ of grace, and cause It to spring ujp into the peaceable fruit of 
nghtaoilBaess, Ibat so ye may be bom, not of corruptible sped, but of incorraptible, 
even the wprd of God which ahideth for ever. OhJ may God grant it ; for it is at 
least possiMe, it is more than possible in a pongregation such as this, that there 
^ay be one, that there may be ps^re than one, present, who at this very moment 
overhangs the grave but by a thread, who is parted but by a single step from all 
that is momentous in death and in the judgment seat of Odd ; some one whose leaf 
has already began to wither upon the tree of life, and who will be met to-night 
on h|s threshoM by tbp fearfel suminons of the king of terrors : ** Set thine house 
in order, fer fhou shalt die, and not live.” 

Oh I then, let me entreat you now, by the merey of God, by the precious blood 
of Christ, by the love of the Spirit, by your case for your own souls, by the ex- 
ample of the living around you who glor^ Christ by holiness, and by the memory 
of the fruthfel who hava^dijMrtod hence in the Xtord, defer not the irambering of 
your days till "a more ponyeniont season,” when, for aught you can tell, they may 
be already numbered in the purpose of God. Who, indeei^ among you shall be 
the first to depart, whether it shall be the man frill of days, the youth about to 
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enter into iictiTe life, or the virgin just blooming into womanhood, 1 know not; 
nor would I, for worlds, be endu^ with the power of going into this congregation 
and setting a £ital mark on the brow of every one here present, who shall be 
gathered to the innumerable dead before the season of the sear and yellow leaf ” 
shall have reached its wintry close. 1 would not, for all the universe could confer, 
possess that fearfhl power which belongs to God alone, and which He manifested 
when He caused the bodiless hand to start forth and proclaim upon the wall the 
sentence of the profene, thougli royal reveller, Thoi\,art weighed in the balances, 
and found wanting/’ Far better is it to proclaim to all of you, whatever you 
have been in time past, yea, whatever you now are, “ wisdom crieth aloud,*’ 
that she inviteth the sinful and simple among the sons of men, that the Lord Jesus 
cries unto whomsoever will to come unto the Father, and adds the gracious assurance, 
that ** whosoever cometh 4^all in nowise be cast out.” It is not for us to know 
who will or who will not be saved; but one thing we do know, that Christ Jesus is 
the ** propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole 
world;” and consequently, if God hath not excluded any, why should any by 
perverse and presumptuous indifference exclude themselves ? Only ^ apply your 
hearts,” we say to men, only cause them to come unto wisdom,'* onily mi^e the 
best use in your power of the means which 'God has ordained, and then, what 
can you have to apprehend, when you are expressly assured that “whosoever 
believeth on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life WilL He refuse 
what you sincerely ask ? Will He withhold what you heartily seek ? Assuredly 
not, if only ” He is faithful who hath promised,” and if whatever He hath promised 
He is ” able also to perform.” But can there be any doubt of either of these ? 
How should there be ? — how should there be, I ask, while the stars keep their 
courses, while the ocean knows its boundaries, while the moon sheds pale 
splendour, and the sun beams forth in bright meridian ray, while nature herself 
bears witness to the unchangeableneas of God ? For ever, O Lord,” says David, 
“ thy word is settled in heaven i” and in the same spirit, and to the same purport 
was it declared by David’s greater Son, ** Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
My word shall not pass away.” 

Thus, then, it will be manifest that you who are now present will be left without 
excuse if you put away from yourselves the solemn admonition which you have 
hcard^^-day, that you ** number your days,” and neglect the consequent exhorta- 
tion thkt you “ apply your Jiearts unto wisdom.” But we trust which you will not 
incur the combined folly and peril of framing such an excuse. You are not called 
upon to sacrifice aught that is really worth retaining for its intrinsic value, or to 
undertake aught that could even palliate, much less justify, the adoption of such a 
course. ” Do thyself no harm,” is the language of the law ; and what is the 
sentence of the gospel ? It is this — ^that godliness, which is practical wisdom, is 
profitable for both worlds,^ “having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come.” Will toy, think you, love man the less because they fear pod 
the more ? Will any witlinold what is due ftom the members of Christ's body 
because they render what is primarily due tophrist the head ? Will any become 
” slothful in business ” because they are “ fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ?” 
My brethren, if we had respect only to its benignant influences upon the present 
life, we might still say, without fear of contradiction, “ Wisdom is the principal 
thing, therefore get wisdom, and with all thy getting get understanding.” 
He who regards man because he feaiil God, ivill ordinarily receive from man what 
he renders, and beneflts communicated will lead to beneflts conferred. But how 
much more when the excellency of ^this knowledge is that wisdom which giveth 
life to them that havd it; how much* more when that very samd^isdom, which is 
the best preparation for life, is also the sole preparation for death ; when the only 
path to life and immortality is. the ** coming unto wisdom the coming unto God 
through Christ, in whom jpe is ever well pleased, and well pleased even with die 
chief of sinners when transformed into a sincere penitent for Christ’s sake 1 

Oh ! then, see to it, that, admonished as you have been by the voice of God 
Himself in the sudden death of a fellow immortal, see to it, that ye so “ number 
your days” as to “apply your hearts unto wisdom.” And may none of you, 
when his hour shall come, depart hence with the exceeding great and bitter cry, 
” I applied not my heart unto wisdom because I would not number my days, and 
now fear is come upon me as desolation, and destruction, as a whirlwind; the 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and | am not saved,** My brethren, “ now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation/*^ But whether your destiny be 
life, or whether it be death, depart at least having learned this one lesson, that no 
plan can be happy to-morrow but the man who is wise to-day. 
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“ I wiU dmdl in the house of the Jjordfor «w.”-r-P8alm zxiii. 6. 

There is a very great similarity between the expeneace of ancient sraints, 
and that of modem ones j in fact, the former were types of the latter. In the 
Bsalms of David there are found- a class of compositions called the joyous 
psalms ; in which you look into the hearts of the saints, as into a garden, 
and see there all manner of beautiftil flowers, and every variety of deli- 
cious fruits. Thm there are psalms called the plaintive psalms ; in which 
you look into the hearts of the saints, and see them depressed, and agitated, 
and anxious, and bowed down, and sorrowfuL And then there are psalms 
that may be called Divine statutary psalms — containing injunctions and 
instructions for the behaviour of the saints. We find in the psalms not only 
what one or two saints have done — not only how one or two saints have lived 
and died — but how all saints have lived and died. 

The psalm from which I have taken the text, is*redolefit of this instruction. 
It contains a description of tlio life"^ of the saint, and of the death of the saint. 
It is one of the most beautiful in the whole collection. It may be very early 
committed to memory ; and when once committed, it Is hardly ever eflaced. 
Its simple and natural imagery commend it to the young ; it has a purchase 
upon the youthful mind, because of its extraordinary beauty and simplicity. 
The young, therefore, easily catch at it, and it is laid up in their minds ; and 
it awakens, in after years, with the power of melody, charming them along 
the tsourse of life, and with the beauties of spring, bursting from the 
rigours of winter. It is a guide to the young, entering on the pil^mage 
of life ; to. the man bearing “ the burden and heat of the day,’’ it is br>th 
a “ rod” and a “ staff j” to the s|;ed pilgrim, going down the slopes of life, it 
supplies material for ^nfidence ; and to many that have crossed ** the valley 
of the shadow of death,” it has supplied t^ language of triumph and of 
victory. 

The psalm con^sts of two parts — it takes t^o familiar images : the 
oo^^drawn from the shepherd-life — ^the other from.^be monarch-life. Both 
ent^d into the experience of David/ The flrst ii&ge refers to that part of 
his life, in which he fulfilled the quiet and obefcure duties of a shepherd, to 
which he often alluded, as the most interesting and inopressive, although not 
the most splendid. It was while he was a shepherd, that he caught up those 
im^s of beauty, "which formed the warp and the woof of his inimitable com- 
positions. In i^renoe to this part of bis life, he says— The Lord is my 
shepherd ; I shall not wan^ He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. He vestoreth iny soul : He leadeth me 
in |l|e paths of i^hteoushess for His name sake. Tea, though 1 walk through 
the wley of tt» shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art with 
me % Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” He theiu drops this image, and 
talbes up another— describing a royal person jnovidmg for his guests. He 
sSys ; T^iou preparest a ta1^ before me in the psesenoe of mine enemies : 
Thou atiointeat my head with oil ; cup nmnetn^^ec* Surely goodness 
and mercy thall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dw^ in the 
house of the Lord forever.” 

He says*-^ ^The Xord is my shepherd.” This ia a relation in which 
Jehovah stands to au His people ; and David, alluding to the providential and 
superintending care of QoA over him, declares this rSationship, and draws a 
very large inference firom it. The relatiomdiip hi in itself vast, and admits of 
large conduaions. ” The is my shephem ; I shall not want.” He then 
says — ‘I shall not want ^p#visi^^ “He maketh to lie down in green 
pastures.” ‘I shall not want ^met mid repose :’ “He leaded me beside the 
still waters.” The gentle stieam, gliding along among “ the green pastures,” 
does not startle the she^ : “He leadeth me beside the stiR wat^.” shall not 
want revival and restoration “ He restoreth my soul ; He leadeth me in the 
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patlis of righteousneBs, for His name's sa^e.” ‘ And in the hour of death/ 
“ yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil.” He has not got rid of the shepherd-life yet. He seems to represent 
himself as a sheep, going through some dark and gloomy defile — a cleft — a 
fissure — an awfiu ravine, overhung with frightful precipices, — “ the shadow 
of dea^h” being in it ; as if death imprinted his own sha$>w on the valley — so 
that turn where the poor sheep might, it would encounter the image 
of death. ^ 1 am not sure whether this was the figure — 1 am not sui^e whether 
the psalmist did not mean to represent death as some great bird, hovering 
over the valley and darkening it. But ** though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil ‘ no evil-^none to my body, none to my 
soul, none to my destiny.* !t>eath cannot damage the soul—^eath cannot 
mould the destinjr : all that death is allowed to dp, is to sever that n^sterious 
ligament which binds the soul and body toother. “ Thy rod and Thy staff,' 
they comfort me.” What are this “rod and staff,” but the Almighty power 
and covenant faithf i^^lness of pur Shepherd, God, who says — “ 1 wUl never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” — ‘no, never ?* Here the Psalmist parts with this 
beautiful image. But he lingers upon it ; ^he dwells on it much more than he 
does upon the next one, although that is more splendid. 

He now represents Jehovah as an afifuent entertainer of himself — ^providing 
him with all fulness and all delicacy and all honour. •* Thou preparest a table 
before me ; Thou anointest my he^ with oU.” It was tbd custom, in eastern 
countries, for the entertainer to put oil on the head, not of all the guests, but 
only of the chief guest ; and this not common oil, but rare Oil. ” Thou 
anointest my head with oil ; my cup runneth over.” His confidence then 
rises. “ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” 
And what then ? “ I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.'* 

This “ house of the Lord,” observe, is on the other side of “ the yalley of 
the shadow of death and therefore it is jUst a description of heaven ; and if 
the cliaracter of a shepherd sets forth the conduct of God towards His peo- 
ple, while in this world, the character of a monarch sets forth Hill character 
towards them in the w;orld to come. 

All that I propose to do, is to notice — first, the scene here adverted to — 
“ the house of the Lord and secondly, the fissurance expressed by the 
psalmist respecting it : “I will dwell in the house ol the Ixxrd for ever.” 

L First, the scene referred to ; ** the house of the liord.” 

As this house is placed beyond ** the valley of the shadow^ of death,’* it must 
(as I have said) be a description of heaven j wj^h may be designated “ the house 
of the Lord,” — ^flrst, because it is the scene'^bf His fai^iar glory ; secondly, 
because it is the temple of His worship ; thirdly, as it is the palace of His 
kingdom ; and fourthly, as it is the u^ode of His family. 

1. It may be said to be “ the house of the Lord,” because it is the scene of 
His glory — of His own familiar residence. 

There are three heavens : the aerial, or atmospheric heaven, in which the 
birds fly ; the ethereal heaven, in which the bodies of the solar system have 
their movements ; and “the third heaven where God dwells in all His glorjjr. 
What a house that zpust be I “ The earth is His footstool” — “ heaven is His* 
throne.” I do not know what^the, throne is, except as I get a noUon of .i^b by 
• looking at the footstool. What a footstool is to a throne, earth is to heaven. 
And what a splendid, footstool it is t Look at this firmament abote us, ^ere 
is the glorious sunrise — the living sunshine — the beautiful sunset ; there is the 
chaste moon, sheddifig her silvery beams upon this our wbi^ld ; there are the 
stars— those beauteous pomts of light, acting the phweal substaiM we 
calf the globe. And as to the earth itself, there are the no^rs, with an their 
lovely graceful forms, and all their sweet and redolent scents and odours $ 
there are the delicious fruits, which are the consummation of those flowers, 
affording food for mail Ibd beast ; there is the river, r^ecting the surrounding 
landscape, and rolling on in a course of abundant fertility ; there is the great 
wide sea, the miiTor*Df the firmament, the itoage of immortality. But this is 
d&ly the footstool ; and if tbis be but tbe foot8to<A What must he the throne t 

,;2. Secondly, heaven is ** the house of the I^ra,” because it is the temple of 
His worship. ^ ^ . 

John said, in describing the New Testament state of the church, m its mil- 
lennial grace and glory — “ 1 saw no temple therein.” What I nb texnple ? ^ 
the millennial glory, the whole earth wUl he one temple. “ I saw no teniple 
therein i for the Lord God,” says h% ‘1 and thl Lamb, are the temple of it.*’ 
And if that be a description of worship in its pur^t state on e^h, it is just a 
descnpt|<Hi of worship ' in heaven. The Lord God is the object of worship 
there, the Lamb is the medium of worship there ; anff the wor«ip of Lord 



400 


TltiB 0RB16T1AN*S DWSX^XJITO PLAGB. 


Ood, throoglithe liamb^ is tiie essence of the worshipof sared sinners, whether 
in earth or in heaven. 

No doubt the psalmist, in this language, adverted to the tabemade, in which 
he had often worshipped himself $ and especially to the temple, for the build- 
ing of which he had made such costly preparation, and the actual rearing of 
which was handed over to his son Solomon. And if there be some thingsf ound 
in that ** house of the Ijord," which are not found in the heavenly house, it is 
only because those things were superseded by the heavenly. Instead of the 
Shechinah, contained in] ** the house of tlie liord'* referred to by David, 
there is the throne of hhnsdf, shining with overpowering beauty, in a 
manner of which, 1 confess, I have no conception. Instead of a Jewish priest- 
hood, and its ministrations, there is JesUs Ohrist, ** the great High Priest of 
our profession,*' evermore presentihg the oblation of Himsdf. Instead of the 
table of shew-bread, V tfiere are the souroos of infinite satisfaction;** in God's 
presence there is fulness of joy, and at His right hand are pleasures,” repre- 
sented by the table of shew-bread — ^implying satisfactiim/ Instead of the ark 
of the covenant — ^that mysterious little chest, with the cherubim brood- 
ing over it in an^ form — there is the presence of God himself. Instead of 
the palm trees, intermingled^ with angelic and cherubic forms, which formed 
the proper adornments of that house, in heaven itself there are men blended 
with angels — ^holy men and holy angels, joining their slorship together; just 
as the palm and cherubiin, in former times, were twisted together on the walls 
of the temple of Jerusalem. There eye worship is performed ; there the wor- 
shippers see the face of God, with no night to interrupt their devotions. 

8. Heaven may be said to be ** tbe house of the Lord,” because it is tlie 
palace of His kingdom. 

Jehovah stood to the Jewish nation in the relation of their king; and near 
the temple at Jerusalem was the palace, in which the kihg dwelt. And if we 
are to consider God as ruling by David, as a deputy king, then the palace of 
the deputy king was the house which David built, upon the crest of Mount 
Zion. Tbe loftiest part of that ridge of mountains caUed Zion, was inaccessi- 
ble. Joshua was a mighty captain, — ^but he could nbt take it ; and until the 
time of David it could not be taken. . But David, as the type of the Messiah, 
took Mount Z!oi\,; and to show the perfection of his triumph, he built two 
houses on it — a temple for God,/ and a palace for himself. And when he 
built them — the one for the King, and the other for the deputy king — ^he 
showed the triumph of truth ; and that was a pledge of the universal preva- 
lence of the ntrue religion. 

My brethren, where goes thdN0hristian when he dies ? Is he sent- down to 
the house of Gk>d's eneihiies ; that is to say, is he sent down to purgatory ? 
Is he sent to wander, like a ghost, to some distant parts of the universe ? Is 
he keptilovering around the scene of liis fofmer residence, according to the 
notions of our forefathers? No. Where does he go then ? Into “ the house 
of the liord” — the palace of the king. There he enters ; and there he is 
entertained. 

4. Once more : heaven is ** the house of the lord,” because it is the abode 
.of His family. * 

This is not of less importknee than the other particulars I have named ; it 
is different — ^not less ; it is changed — not redneefi. I have i^ken of the palace 
of tne king — ^I speak now of the abode the king’s family. You will recol- 
lect that the p^aoe of the king, is the abode of the king's children. The 
ms^er of a king,^ wheti he shows himself to gUests who make a transient 
visit to the palacej, .and flit through the royal j^iUery,^ is very different from 
wimt It is to Ii|s 6vn children; Who live in the palace. ' There are the loves of 
home, the fellowships of home, the intimacies of hom^^ A visitor to a palace 
feels him^ll stiff and stately, wlfile appearing before! royalty ; but the children 
of the l^Jrtll^go to and fro at their edse. 

IL I/et me forc^ myself away,^nd take you with me; from this part of our 
subject; and let me now, the second place, invite your attention to the 
assurance exprefi\$ie4^ the palmist, anfi partlcipt^ in by all believers, with 
respect to that house. He say#> ” I wil^dwell in it *• I will dwell in it for 
ever.” 

1 . This language implies the.assurauce, on Ip part, of the existence of a state 
of future blessedness. Y 

Bjsason says there muil[^.be such a state ; conscience says there is 
such a s^te. Hence m«m eften lull their conscience ; th^ drug it — they 
damage it~~they break ttie of it ; but thm it th^ cannot 

destroy it ; and ever and anon cons^ence speaks like thundjer. Like some 
chemical characters ; in certain tcnfjpratures they are illcgiUe ; but raise the 
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temperature, and they appeta in all their reality. But let me not dwell on 
what either reason or conscience teaches of a future state ; let me come at on^ 
to the revi^ation of the Bible. ** Xafe and immortality are iMfought to light 
by the Gospel,” Jesus taught immortality : no one taught it as He did ; no 
one preached it as He preached it. He startled His congregation with the 
manner in which He preached it. He said — ** I am the Hesurrection and 
the liife : he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die.” ,, He taught it by 
facts of His own history ; He taught it by His ascension, when,l having ea- 
pounded imto the people all the words of this life, ** He led them but as far as 
to Bethany,” and pronoundng His benediction on them. He began to ascend 
up into the air. He was not carried from them in a whirlwind, or in a chariot 
of fire ; but breaking the laws of ' gravitation, which bind physical bodies to 
their planet. He ascended graduaUy, tiU He was lost to the disciples in the 
splendour of the mid-heaven. And they said-^* Whither is He gone ? Will 
He come again ? He will ; He said He would.' And they ** went to Jmisa- 
lem with great joy.” Those very men, who when they heard He was going 
away were very sorrowful, when they had seen Him go away were “ filled 
with great joy.” They had seen Him go up intd heaven ; and when He went. 
He made an opening wide enough for all His people to follow. . 

2 . But let me not dwell upon this ; but observe, secondly, the extent of the 
psalmist's asstirance. He says— I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever.” 

He only sojourned in it here. Man is never satisfied here. If he were no- 
thing but an animal, he might be ; there is quite enough here for the satisfac- 
tion of the animal ; and the mere animal lives here in contentment, and takes 
its fill of happiness for its little inch of time ; and the birds that fly in the air, 
warble in the atmosphere, and are as satisfied as they can be. But not 
so man : man is not a mere animal— man is a ratiopal being. If he were a 
mere intellectual being, and nothing more, then he might dwell here. There is 
a mystery in a grain of sand, which might occupy him a hundred years to find 
out ; there is a raystei^in a drop of water, which might occupy him a hun- 
dred more ; and when he had travelled through every variety of visible objects, 
he might bring the microscope into exercise : and then he might take the 
telescope, and occupy himself in finding out the Jaws of the heavenly bodies— 
tlieir revolutions, their inversions and reversions. There is food enough for 
his intellect. But man is not a mere intellectual being ; he is a moral being, a 
spiritual being ; and therefore he cannot dwell here. But ‘ “ in the house of 
the liord,” says David, “ I will dwell for * I shall have enough there.’ 

** I shall be satisfied,” says he, when I awake up in Thy likeness.” 

Is there anything so uncertain and unsatisfying as the things you find here ? 
What are you thinking about ? Is it pleasure, or is it power every- 

thing may be resolved under these two designations. Is there anything so 
airy and evanescent as pleasinre ? Hook at the beautiful colouring matter, 
that lies on the wing of the insect. The sunbeam plays on the wing. When 
the night comes, not a tint remains. Theixi is j^^leasure I Or is it power you 
are thinking about ? Are you looking up to some of those states of existence 
which seem the most secure — ^principalities, dominions, and thrones ? I find 
“ vanity” written qn the gate of the palace— on the coronet of the prince-^n 
the crown of thb sovereign ; yea, I find it* written as largely and as le^bly 
on the gate of the i^^ace and the crown of the monarch, 9 a on the door of the 
cottage and the rag of the pauper. * I will not dwell here,* thq Psalmist says ; 
** I will dwell in the hou9h of the-Ijord;” ^ * 

3. Thirdly, look at the permanence which he ^ttacbes to hi* residence in that 
house. He says — “ I will dwell in the house of the Border ebsr.” 

What is “ for ever Liook at the lives which some men live $ look at the 
life of our venerable fi^nd, to whose history Ve shidl in a few minutes have to 
direct your attention^three score years and ten, and more» That seems a 
long while ; but it is all gone, like a shadow^ like a dream, like “ a tale that is 
told.” That is not *^for ever.” Look at th<we long lives which the patnaxuhs 
lived* some of them lived nearly a thousand j^^ears. That is hut a nnj^er- 
breadth of existence. Look at the Egyptian pyramids, towering in the clouds : 
are they “ for ever ?” No— they have but a hand-breath of dmration. Look 
at the classic remains which have come down to us from master-mindB — the 
poetry that is as yet uncorroded by time,— is that “ for ever ?” lopk at the 
Bible : is that " fat ever ?” Moses wrote the first hook of it. Look at the 
crust of our gldbe— the remains of anifiml fmd vegetable life which have been 
preserved : are they “ for ever No. Then what is “ for ever ?** 

Brethren, if I do not att^oc^t to tell you’what ” lor ever” is, do not turn 
round and accuse me of impropriety, and ask me not to contemplate that which 
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I caimot deBcribe. to you. Shall 1 reluse to stand on the shore of the ooean, 
and dart my eye. over the surf^ as far as 1. can, because 1 cannot see tp tlm 
other side ? So far from this interrupting me from gazing on the one side,, it 
excites my gaze all the more* I have got something so vast, that I cannot 
measure it. So here. This house of the Ijord*' is to be divrelt in ** for ever 
its pavement shall nofer break up ^its» walls never crumblo^its inhabitants 
never die. 

4. And lastly : observe, the Psalnnst has the greatest degree of confidence, 
as to his oceupying this house ** for ever.” " I will dwell in it far ever*** 

Acud hm X must make one remark. The confidence of the ancient saints, 
as to their immortality, seems to have been quite equal to the confidence of 
any saints in later times. Though there was less revealed to them of heaven 
thw there is revealed to us, yet their confidence iu t^is respect was no less 
than ours. I cannot imagine a strongs utterance than.that language in the 
text : <* 1 will dwdyi indt for ever.” Aud this confidence rests on three great 

pillars : the proimse of God, the. finished work of the Redeemer, and the seat- 
ing of the, Holy Ghost. 

(t.) The promise of God. ** Ho cannot lie.*’ He hath promised His people an 
exceeding great reward.. At the time in which He interrupted Abraham in taking 
the usual spoils of war, God said unto him — ** Fear not, Abraham ; 1 am thy 
exceeding great xewaird*” ** God hath prepared for His people a city and 
hence it is said-^** He is not aohamed to be called their God.” Bat if His 
people have nothing bett^ than what is described in the epistle to the Hebrews, 
it have seemed to us that He would be ashamed to be called their 

€k)d. ** They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, and were des- 
titute^ afflicM, and tonpented they seeipcd the ofiscouring of the world ; 
they had no certain dwelling place upon earth — they lived in fissures of 
the rock. But. God was not ashamed to be called their God ; because He had 
** prepared for them a city.” He had something in store for them, which He 
had promised to%ive them. And ** faithful is He that hath promised, who is 
able also to perform.” ** He is not a man that He should lie, nor the son of 
man that He should repent.” 

(2.) Again : this assurance rests on the finished work of the 
finished atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. J^edemption, forgiveness, adop- 
tion, justification, TCgeneration,^are. all blessings which come to us through the 
atonement of Chmt ; and heaven comes to us in the same way. Heaven is a 
purcluwed inheritance ; and if heaven do not follow earth in the experience of 
the believer, tber^must be some coirespondenoe wanting. Surely, all men of 
Christ must disown heaven; IMk the natural sequm Of the sufierings of 
Christ — ^it is the necessary consequence of the work of Jesus. 

(3.) lAstly, the seal of the Holy Ghost. The Spirit of God bears witness 
with IdariMjjiopie of God, attesting tbnt they are His children — ** and if children, 
then heirr ; heirs of Gk)d, and joint-heirs with Christ.” All the fruits of the 
Spirit -are the seid of the Holy Ghost. Wherever the bruits of the Spirit 
appear, there you see the work of the Spirit. And will the Holy Ghost sufier 
His work to perish.? He will take care of it; and in fact, the 

indwdiling of the Holy Ghost 'in the child of God, is a proof of the resurrection 
of the body. WiU the Holy ^bost allow His temple to lie in ruihs for ever ? 
No, He will com^ down again, and claim it. 

Having noticed the aasurfkce ^oxpTeased by the psalmist, with respect to 
** the house of the Lord,” ^ us dose by learning in the first plane, that we 
must not mourn lor the removal of bur Chrisuan ftienda For although we 
ham loaMbem, they are not lost ; apd though we sorrow on account cd their 
* departure^ yet we *1t.8orrow not as those that have no hope for ” them that 
sleep In Jems, will God bring with Him.” 

And Lupanld n^ser^e, 'furtW, that the prospect of ^dwelling iu the house 
of the Lord for ever,” should reconcile us in the mi<ufof our a£liictk>tt and* 
BufiSaring, as, well as in the prospect of death itselL Wq ought to “reckon,* 
wi^ the apodle ij^ul* ^ that the sufierings of tills present thne are not worthy 
to be compared with the gldUy that shail be revest in Of.” Tou say tbn 
world is to you agarden. It is to some persona a garden, cfuiivatedby the hand 
of indnstry and akiU. It yidda some besiutiful flowers, and some rich fruits. 
But it you would have the world called a garden, you must kiaow what kind 
of gardm it is. There is onl^ one to which I qm compare it — that in the 
i^pel : “There wap a gaeden$ and in the gdmqn was a sepuldbs^” AH 
those flowers, however heaudfolt inust wither and fade-r-aU those fruitsii howr 
j^er delicious,, must be destioyed r for in that garden there is a sepulbhre. 
But to the Christian tbere is a fiower that never fades, even the flower of 
immortality. Ohriat says— Becam 1 live, ye shall live al^” 



THE CHRISTIAN’S DWJBLLINa PI.ACB. 


403 


And let me say, my friends, that we ought to be stirred up <m this oooasioa 
to the making preparation to go to ** this house of the Lead.” Men may say, 
they hope to go there ; but are they making any preparation for it ? There 
may exist the feeling of Itope, where there is no ground fbr hope) and if an 
unjustified or an unsanctified man is hoping lor heaven, he may have the feel- 
ing of luq[>e, but he has no ground lor his hope. 1 wish to-night to Imng before 
you the case of a man who had a hope of heaven, and who had a preparation 
for heaven. 

Must 1 say to this assembly, (perhaps I ought not to think of parthig from 
it without saying,) in what this preparation consists ? Two words descril^ it 
all — ^justification and sanctification. Without justification no man can enter 
that bouse. The king will not allow a rebel to go into his palace. Without 
sanctification no man can enter it. The king will not allow a leper, if the 
most honourable man in the country, to< enter into his palace. ** Without holi- 
ness no man shall see the I^ord.” A man in a violent passion may strike a fel- 
low-creature and commit a 1»each of the law ; he may then be thrown into 
prison, and remain there till he has satisfied the demands of the law. He is 
then justified ; he has paid the penalty, the law has no more hold on him, the 
prison-doors are opened, and he comes but . But he may bring out all the bad 
passions he took in with him, and be hot a bit moro.fit foe society than he was 
before he went into it. The man is justified ; but he wants sanctifying. “ Be 
ye holy,*’ aaith the Ixxpd. If you could imi^ine a man going down to hell, and 
putting out its fire, would that make the people in it happy ? No ; there is a 
fire within them, that must be put out. 

Consider what 1 am saying. And let me now give you the case of a man 
justified and sanctified. ** Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright.” 

Our deceased friend Mi*. Wm. Clemenoe, was born at Camelford, in the 
county of Cornwall, about the year 1773 ; his mother was a member of the 
Society of Friendsi and exceedingly strict with her children, training them up 
in the rigid principles of the sect of which she was a member. His grand- 
father was a member Of the Wesleyan Society, and one that joined the people 
when they were few, despised and persecute ; his first mass ticket is still 
preserved as a family relic of peculiar interest, and one that he received from 
the bands of the venerable founder of Methodism himself. 

At the age of ten years he had the great honour of being noticed by the 
venerable Wesley. In one of his visits to Camelford he slept at the house of 
his grandfather ; when anxious to do something for the man of God, he ran 
and fetched his shoes ; and the simple evUpwas not unnoticed by the holy 
man, who, like his Divine Master, was fom of children ; the truly apostolic 
man laid his hands on the head of the youth, and with uplifted hands te hea- 
ven, exclaimed — *‘God bless the lad.’^ This short prayer, uttei|^by this 
distinguished servant of Christ, made a lasting impression on hii youthful 
mind ; he never forgot it, and in after Ufe, when alluding to that ev^t in his 
family, or in the lovefeast, (as many present to-night have heard him say,>> 
He believed God heard and answered that prayer, and would exultingly 
exclaim— ** God has blessed the lad, and the. laa’s lads,” for they have all 
given their hearts to God, and are members of the Methodist society. 

It was between the age of fourteen and fifteen that he became very seriously 
concerned for the salvation of his soul at that time he was apprenticed to a 
“ holy good man,” as he used to call his master, Mr. G. Hicha^^ of St. Austell, 
who was a, most zealous local preacher, and who was anxious that those 
placed under his charge, should be partakers of like precious faith with him- 
self, and earnestly exhorted his youthful charge to give his heart to tile I«ord.. 
During Ms apprenticesMp, there was a general spirit of hearing adftmgst tha^ 
people ; thousands flocked to hear the Gospel ; ^tne heavenly fl^e broke out 
in most extraordumry manner, and great ntufibem were wen gatlwredinto* 
the fold of Christ. 

Amidst thk genm:^ revival of the work of Ood, our . friend was deeply 
af^oted under a sermon, preached by theBev. W. Thore8by;and such was the* 
depth of his leUgious cenmetion, that he could get no^ rest day or night, to^ 
body or soul ; and after the family had retired to rest — there was none for him* 
— he would stealthily leave the house in the darkness and gloom of the night,, 
retire under a hedge or tree in the firids, and there roar out for the dis- 
quietude of his soul. This oontinised lor some^me, till it pleased QOd to set his* 
sotd at liberty } and "he went on his way, rejoicing” in God his 

Saviour. " Ail thliigs bqeame new $” even the trees and fields, vi^here he had^ 
" wrestled with Ood,” wore a brighter aspect, and he was ready outr— 

** Bve»k Sikihinto singing, ye trees of the wood. 

For JeiBtts is brinsing kMS einaersto God..*' 



404 


THE CHIUST1AN*S DWELUNO FLAGS. 


Id allnding to the circumstanoes of his conversion, he used to say, ** I can tell 
the time when, and I ctould point out tlie place where God set my soul at 
glorious liberty.** 

He was immediat^y tak^ by the hand, and united himsdf to the Methodist 
Sof^ty. No sooner had he tasted and felt that the Lord was gracious, than 
he felt a yearning desire, in some huml^e way, to do good to tlie souls of others 
and to point them to the Lamb of God and like Paul, he cried out — “ Lord, 
what wouldest Thou have me to do ?*’ He joined a smcdl band of zealous 
men, and with tiiem went miles to hold prayer meetings, and some one of 
them would give a short exhortation, and great good would result from their 
self denying labours oi love. 

He continued doing good after this manner till about the age of twenty, 
when he became a lo^ preacher, and his labours were g^tly hlessed of God, 
and great numbers flocked to hear him. As he was constitutionally of a warm 
and ardent temperament, so this entered into idl that he said or did, and the 
zealous, heait-lelt discourses were listened to with deep interest. He was a 
man of strong njatural good sense, great originality in his remarks, and very 
pointed in his addresses. 

He soon attracted the attention of the itinerant preachers, amongst whom 
was the late Rev. Francis Trusoott, who earnestly wished him to ofler himself 
as a travelling preacher, but to this he would not consent. In after life, and 
after mature consideration he deeply regretted this, believing be had gone out 
of the way of Divine providencse, and grieved the Spirit of God, As soon as 
he was out of his apprenticeship he left Cornwall, for the MetropoliB, and 
immediately joined himself to the Society in London, and was a member at 
Grosvenor Market, where their only preaching place was over a slaughter 
house, and many a timd have theljttle band of devoted persons been subjected 
to the most disgusting annoyances in their ingress and egress at this their 
place of worship { it was a day of feeble things, but from this small begimuug 
sprung the Hinde Street chapel and society. 

A singular, but interesting circumstance occurred at one of. their, prayer- 
meetings, at which he was present. In this place. The good brethren were 
tmusually warm and zealous in their prayer, and such was the influence of the 
Spirit of God in thfur meeting, that they could not break up till a very late 
hour, as souls were crying for mercy ; the singing nnd prayer at such an un- 
usual hour attracted the attention of the watchman, and the venerable 
guardian of the night went in to insist on tiieir breaking up the meeting, or he 
would take them to the watchhouse ; unmindful of his requests and threats, 
they still continued pricing, ai|||p>resently down fell the watchman on his 
knees, crying out as loud and as earnestly for salvation, as any of the souls in 
distress ; and the power of the l^ord was present to he^ and there be found 
peace wi%^God. 

He used occasionally to worship at the old West street chapel, and listen 
to the venerable Benson, then in his prime, and the now venerable Bichard 
Beece, and other worthies of thtft day. 

After conl^aing in London for some yeam be again, on account of the failure 
of his health, returned to his native county, and in the year 1802, entered 
into the marriage state, selectipg. as his future partner in ufe, a pious young 
woman, a member id the' Methodist Society, sotmdly converted td God, and 
who has been from that time to the day of his death, a faitkinl and an alfec* 
tioimte wife, and truly “ a hdlp meet** for him. She surnves to mourn the 
choice of her youth, after a happy union for the long epace of forty-flve 
years. .4-gain, in the year 1818, he with his family, came to reside in London, 
(atid took^p his permanent ab^e here dpring the remainder of his life,) and 
at once xHdted himself to the l^ethomst Society ooimected with this chapel. 
In this he was very particulw, wherever God cast his providential lot, 
there immediat^y to Join himself to the people* and many , a time has he 
impressed this upon the minds of young people, wbeiwer they ntSay move, 
to lose no time in joining the Society ; believing, the failing to do this* to be 
one limitful. source, of backsliding. 

It was not long after he came to London this last time* whilst engaged in his 
businem as a builder, he met with an accident* , which had well nigh deprived 
the family of its head, and the church of God of a most valuable member. By 
a fall he broke his leg* and such was the dangerous nature of the. fracture* that 
his workmen imme&tely* without the knowled^ of the family, carried him 
to ^ddlesex Hospital, where ; a consultation m surgeons took place, who 
demded, that owing to the dangerous nature of the fracture, to save hM life, 
anqiutation must be resorted to; He was informed of this, and the answer was 
characteristic of the man, for he at mice* with his usual prompt decision* said 
— “It shall not be done — we came into the world together and we will go out 
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together — my trust is in God, I am in His hand's ; He that made the leg oan 
heal it.** He remained in the Hospital eleven weeks enduring much pain, and 
suffering dreadfully from the effects of the broken limb, but enjoying the 
blessedness of the man whose trust is in God. 

While laid by &om more active duties, he still was about his Master’s work. 
For the salvation of the souls of the attendants and the patients in his ward, 
he was most anxious, and, as he could not be removed to his home, he made 
the best of the opportunity he had to do good. One poor man in a bed near 
him, who was in a dying state, he earnestly exhorted to seek the lord, and he 
soon heard the poor dying man saying — “ Lord, save me ! God be merciful to 
me a sinner I” ^ And he pointed him to the Saviour of sinners, and sent mes- 
sages of salvation by tlie nurse, telling her what to say to the poor despairing 
sinner ; soon after this he died, but he had hope that^ in the eleventh hour, 
the Saviour that had compassion on the dying thief on the cross saved him. 
It pleased God to bless the means mado^use of, so that he was enabled to leave 
the Hospital, but for a long time was obliged to walk on crutches. 

When he was sufficiently recovered, his active and zealous jnind would not 
permit him to remain idle. Though comparatively a cripple; he attended and 
took part in^ the various prayer meetings ; and opened his own bouse on a 
Sunday evening for prayer, that his neighbours might come in and hoar 
prayer ; and on these occasions, when the place was crowded to excess, he 
would, in his peculiar impressive way, address a few words to those present. 
His words were words of nre ; they came from the heart knd went to the hearts 
of his hearers^ and very many there were who got good to their souls } many 
of our young and most promising Sunday-school teachers and local preachers, 
attended this mectii^, and many of those young men have since gone out into 
the work of the ministry, some as missionaxies in foreign lands, and have often 
thought and wrote al^ut the Sunday night prayer meetings at “ Father 
Clemenpe’s.'* They were, indeed, choice means of grace ; he presided over 
them himself ; those, who in the prime of his usefulness, have heard him in 
his fervent prayer and passionate ejaculations, felt that he was a man of faith 
and mighty in prayer. To those who engaged in prayer, he would say — 
** Pray shori and to the point I Ask God to save sinnets, and to sanctify the 
souls of believers.” To the penitent seekers of salvation he was peculiarly ’ 
useful, and great was the good effected in those hallowed means of grace, 
through his instruraentaUty, and many had to say, * I was born of God in 
father Clemence’s house, in Villiers street.’ 

He was appointed to th6 office of „ class leader in the year 1824, an office 
which he was most peculiarly addapted toIpL He had improved his mind by 
reading much ; he was intimately acquainted with the Word of God, and well 
instructed in the doctrine and discipline qf the Methodists ; a deep and original 
thinker ; added to which, he had a most retentive memory, and waafV thorough 
Methoffist, both in discipline and doctrine, believing that it was the best form 
of Christianity that had been given to the world j and under this impression 
he laboured hard to infuse the same healthy principles into the minds of others 
that had full possession of his own. His thorough knowledge of our hymns 
was surprising ; he would quote whole hymns with astonishing accuracy, and 
when appealed to by any one to know where* such a hymn or verse of a hymn 
was, he would alinost immediately direct the inquirer the page and hymn. 
In like manneiH^ ilt was with the Word 6:^ God. He was in fact what a leader 
should be — ^faithful, lively, active, Judicious ; a man eminently acquainted 
with human nature. : * * ^ 

Haying these peculiar qualifications, it is not to be wondered at that he soon 
became the leader of two very numercgis classes ; one on 'the Sunday morning 
at seven, the other on Thursday evening, at seven $ those who bad the privil- 
ege of meeting with him, <and those only,) will be fUMe to know and f^ 
loss that the churc^of Christ has sustained in this department of our peculi^ 
economy. One ot our highly respected preachers bore testimony to his 
talents^as a leader ; he says—-** I stood on the landing of the class room, and 
it has been no small treat to hear him lead his class ; to hear him meal with 
so much aptness, the 'Various cases of ^ members, with well chosen passages 
of Scriptum ; in fact, he seemdd cut out and moulded for this particular de- 
partmeut of our work,” 

. About the^fnsar 18si5 he became a visitor and lecturer in Old George Yard 
Sunday school, belonging to tbia bhapel. The duties of a lecturer were to take 
a class of the rider boys^ or girls, separatriy and altematriy, into a ibom by 
themselves, with their tearii^, and there speak to them individually (more 
printedly than could be d6ne in a'crowdednschool-room,) about their eternal 
interests, and read and explain the Wotd of Qod more fully, as adapted to 
their peculiar cases, and pray with and for them *, and many, who now are 
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wmbCFB, aod some who are office-bearers, will never forget the pointed and 
w^tionate appeals he made to them, to give their hearts to God in the day 
of their youth. . . ^ 

As a visitor wd patron of Sunday schools, he was made very useful ; his 
warm and telling addresses^ his pointed anecdotes, great originality and 
variety of ^bjects, riveted the att^tion and found the way to the hearts and 
memories of ail who heard. And ** lathw CSemence’* was always hailed by both 
c nilar en and teachers as a most welcome ** visitor.’* His were words of eneour- 
a^ment, ^d when compelled to administer to the children ot teachers, at 
ttor meetup, rebuke, it was found and felt that “ faithful are the wounds of 
a fnend. To the Sunday-school hi« loss will be severely foUr. 

AhM tam add. xbM £ « thoroagfa Methodist loTod U »acb. and 

M su^ it fo not to be w^dered at, that having so strongly recommend^ it 
to other^^ he did not forget to reoommend it to those who were most dear 
to him-^his children. He was aiiariops that his family should ^ong to the 
same church and people ; for this he eacnestty prayed ; this he used every 
*5®*“*® Jo JcoompllA ; nokto mtJc6.them merely 'members, but he could not rest 
short of their con version to God. He eaidy introduced them to our Sunday- 
sohTOl, and was not aiffiamed to, see them take the scholar’s fcarm, where they 
might hw of Jesus ; and they gradnally rose from to take the teacher’s 

chair, ^d endeavour to instroct others in the troths they heard ; and by this 
and omer mes^ they began to enquire after their father's Saviour, and e«u«- 
nmtly desired Him, as their Savioiir. .And the result of this, many haveheard 
nun etate in om lovnfoaste*; he would stand with deep emotion, and wiih 
tears streaming down hk a^ cheeks, and say, that he believed.he was the 
happiert parent living, for 012 his seven ohildrro and tw,o grandchildren had 
pvim .tlieir hearts to God, and join^ tibemselves to their father’s and grand- 
father 8 church and pem’fo ; ai^ now two of his dear children, after many 
yean of a ccmsistent and holy life, have died reloicing In Christ their Saviour, 

. l^vmg their godly, example to t^eir families, who still feel that the memory 
of the just Is bles^, and although ^eir families mourn them as dead to them, 
rejoice in the glorious soul-cheering certainty, that parent and 
(mildren have hailed each other on ttie eternal imote. Oh I the thought lifts 
uie faintii^ 4>irit8 up. Father I daughters I washed in the same all cleans- 
ing blood, casting their crowns before the Saviour, lost in wonder, love and 
-praise, where there shall be no more death, and the inhahitahts shall not say 
they are sick. 

We have, hitherto, spoken of him as the iicttve Christian ; it will now be 
our duty briefly to sp^k of him kq|iis retiremeht from the more active* duties 
of the church. In tiie year . 1635 he was with great difficulty persu^ed, (and 
with mucl^relnctance on his part yielded to the entreaties of his family, who 
saw wit^^rroe^ health was givihg way,) forgive up his Sunday morning 
dass-^ ^oioe class, to., which he was most strongly attached. He summoned 
np nil w energies still to meet the Thursday night class— (for .. this duty was 
mis deUght)— and many have witnessed this aged-servant of Christ tottering 
along towards^ i^ueett Street Chapel on a Thursday night — winter and sum- 
mer — m weathar^kept him away-^ways punctual, and usually ten minutes 
ora quarteaof an kpur before the time, wt he might compose his m|od and 
recruit his st^gth fo enter upon his beloved work.' He oontiaued to meet 
thk dm till -the last four years of hii life, , when his liealth.^ikihly gave way, 
and irbee^e painfidly apparent tp his faomy and £rie!nd8,^that ** strong 
man wiw bowing hilnself, and the sUvar cord was loosening." The, eflbcts of 
agi^ and repeated attadm of paralyds," began to make him very The 

iw«oe«itn;i^ of his cemneotion with Jmkomm, as well as the seyantieitli year 
of hk e^lmd paased away ; bqt hk mind was cheerfoL aod tbm seemed at 
times. a deeper solemni^ in lik words^ as he exhmWd ms family to stand 1^ 
MetiiodlBin,ahat ^old rap that he had sailed in so long aa^ so happily^ 
helieviqg k>to be dbsthied, under God, ^ be Instramentelm salvathm of 
thousands of immortal souk. From thk time the s^den and successive 
shocks *^ sickness Ic^t fak family in eodstant aknn aaapeoting him— foeUng 
atsmred that the thne of Ids depiurture waa at hand.: iM he bimf eif was 
aware of this,sand, Itke a laidifm: servant,, he^waalonnd ^waiting for the sum- 
mons of hk txnd. It was exceedingly pafofol to his family, to aee not only 
the body enfeebled^ but his jrebk^aim vigotmtemlQd#^ To maay 

subjects conaected with tlle^wiml^ he iiral«F totally at Or lost to bdng hk 
mind ; but talk to him on the snhieekid rehgio^^ and he was at home in a 
'j^a^ ^ ^a^lire^ a st6nklie^i l& ^ irith: 

a^ ^ events conneoted with hie^Odkm for more than half a oentfiry 
'gone by. 
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It was after partially recovering from one of his most severe attaches of 
p^lysis, that he was invited by his eldest son to spend a few weeks with 
him and his family at Shepherd Bush Green, hoping that this change would 
benefit him. In some degree it had this efibot, and he was enabled to walk 
out into the garden — and would say, there was much that was lovely left us 
by the ever-blessed God in this lower world. On the Sunday, only eight days 
before his death, he appeared much better than usual, and sat down with the 
family and enjoyed a very hearty dinner. At the table, one of the family, 
struck with the heavenly smile on his countenance, said, “ Father, how happy 
you look I 1 never saw you look so happy.’* And this was apparent, and 
noticed by all p#sent. He rose from his seat, and said, ** 1 am happy ; I 
never was so happy in my life and then, with uplifted hands and sparkling 
eyes, he repeated, wil^ considerable emphasis, the lines ci his favourite hymn — 
** For my lift, and clothe% and ftod, 

And every oomftrt here. 

Thee, my most indnlgent God, 

1 thank with heart •metre''.** 

And so he went on till he came to the last lini^ ; and then, with holy joy 
beaming in his countenance, he said — 


** And for the smallest spark of grace, 
And for my hope oflieaTen.** 


It was on the evening of this dSir that he refired to rest apparently better 
than he had been for some time. When the family were alscrmed by hearing 
him groan, they ran to his assistance, ai]0 found him in violent pain. Medical 
aid was immediately had, nnd every^ng done that skill and kindness could 
suggest ; and it Was again fondly hopdd-^thai he might yet rehy once more ; 
but in a day or two it was painfully ^parent that his constitution had 
received such a shock that he would n^er recover this attack. And owing to 
the violence and nature of the disease, hiSj^iud at times painfully wandered 4 
but at intervals, when a state of conacious%S 8 returned, he was very calm and 
coliectedy.bleasiug God for all His merely, ^ and than^ng and asking God’s 
blessing on any one that administered his comfort; saying, “What a 
blessing it is that I am dying in the bosom <^f my family, wanting for nothing, 
all vying with each other to make my lastbours peaceful and happy I” And 
he vrould wateh his ai|^ionate wife round the room ; and the tear of affection 
Would start Into his sunken eyes as he would exhort her to make the Xord 
her stay, and put her trust in Him, and Ho would support and take care of 
her. To his children and grandchildren he would recommend strongly that 
religion that was his stay and staff in th^ trying hour, and lift up his hands 
and eyes, and pray God to bless them. TC'One of hiS sons he said, “ 1 have 
gone forth weeping, bearing precious seed, and am now rejoicing. I see the 
glorious fruit of my prayer to God for roy dear children and srai^children. 
1 have six of them in heaven” (alluding to some who hav diedmin their 
inhmey), “ and allimy children are united to God’s and their fathers people. 
Oh 1 that we may Vl meet in heaven 1 I believe we shall; I believe jGod 
will not permit a hoof to be left behind.” To his grand-daughter, who was 
kindly administering to hts wants, and a Sunday School teacher, he said, “ Oh I 
I shall meet many of the dear little Sunday School children in heaven — those 
that I have told about Jesus. Blessed Jesus I glorious hope ! Oh I what a 
glorious meeting 1 Ah 1 we shall kn^ more of heaven by ^ve minutes 
experience of it than could be known by the wisest and holiest men, bad they 
lived as long as Idethuselah. Oh ! it’s * a rest’ for the people of God ! I can^t 
sing now, but I shall sing there,’! Looking up, he said inquiringly, ^ Do you 
want a theme for praise ? I will give you one ; it is this — * My God shall 
your need, according to HisMhea in glory by Christ Jesua* This 
win alw^B furnish you with a subject mt' gratitude and praise.” Again he 
said, “Why don’t you praise the ‘Lord? Why^doift you shout? I am 
sure you wouUHf you “were as happy as I am. Why don’t you sing ? You 
must sing.” It was him what should be aung. He said, “ sing this” — 

“'t ttke good fight hiwe fought, 

0 When ShSll I d^ir»« 

Ihs Vtotsary by my fiavloUp got» 

1 long imh Pam to shars. 


This blessed WfiTd be mine 
JastasthapevtSssata'd, 

* Kejpt by the itoeller m gxi«^ Blvlne, 
1 have the taaiutaln'd.* ** 


And so he went on to the last two lines, and then he said — ** Thhy cotild not 
speak a greater word. Ko,'they could not«-r-i 4 ie impossitfie.” 

His speech became now very inarticulate ; out listening very attentively to 
what he said, he could be hei^ praising the Xiord, and said Jesus was all 
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in oil to him — ^he was oa tlie Bock — ^that his faith in Christ was unshaken ; 
and when, through exhaustion, be could not be heard to speak, his eyes were 
fixed upwards, and a calm and holy joy was visible on his countenance, and 
his lips were evidently moving in prayer and praise. 

Two nights befoire his dealdi he seemed $n some small measure, to the great 
delifi^t of those who were s|ti^ up with him, to regain his vigour end all 
his collebtedness ; t^e laxnp m life seemed to burn up afresh. He aaid to his 
dear wife and son, ** Oh ! what should an old sinner like me do now without 
the atonement^ Jesus is all in hlL Hallelujah to God and the Lamb !** 
And then he sidd, ^ Thgtf are sin^g * Hallelujah Jk> ** And on a part 

of that hymn b^ngijej^ated to mm — 

** Ebaieivdsh, tbe; orj, 

To tho of tho tlksTt** 

his oountenanoe beaSned with joy, .and he That’s it, that’s iWyes — 

yes — they are amgllig * Hallelojsh’ to Jesfita. And X shall be there I — I am 
coming too i” A phort timp aftv this he reached his hands out, and looked 
as if he had seen thja gloriHiM Wf hi# dear departed daughter, ,and oalled 
out her nam# several tithes. Those that were with him felt it to be a very 
soleinn time ; mey fdit they were ^nlte on the vesge of the spirit- world ; and 
though they could not see anything; who can say the dying saint was 
not permits to take one Icsik wi^iin the veil that divides time from eternity 
for his eaconragement to hold out to the end ? ** Are they not all mmistSSing 
spirits, sent forth to minister for th^ who shall be heirs of salvation ?” 

He gradually got worsi|^ and Jhom this time B was with great dhSSionlty 
that anything could be heard thlt he liald ( bnt listening very attentively^ the 
follpwlng precious sayings were%i^ered from hi# weakness 

win not allow urn to shout Xf 1 hal strength, { would tell you about the 
goodness of a fanthhil God. X $1^ soon be where there is no mere sorsow 
or pain, and God hh&self shall w^e all tears away.^ Heath idiall not reach 
ikai plaoesd What u j^lesaed hoj^ Is ours 1 Jesus is very precious — but I 
shall soon see Him flU» to facp. ^Ih this identical hoii^ 1 shall see lor myselt 
my smUing liord* .The glorious sight I — ^ ! the glorious sight 1” Almost the 
last words that he was heard didfeidbtly to utter, the day before his death, was 
ou being hsked if he wantecb anything } he made a strmig efl^ to speak, and 
distinctly said — X am singing the song ol Hoses and the Xsunb." He Was 
encouraged to h<dd on— that he could not be better engaged, for he had begun 
the song on earth that would be continued in heaven, 

.• r J<W through Ids sWlmming syw did break, 

.and meant the tbsPhs he eoidd not tpesk." 


On the Sunday eveninghe had another sevem attack of sfcl^ss, and gTa- 
dually snud p^soefuUy sunk into his blessed Saviour’s arms, smd his ha^y 
spirit Hft thli^yey tenement to be lor ever with the Lord. He died in the 
premnoe, and soothed by the sympathies and prayers of all his sdns — pri>vi- 
dentially there^-*and his dying eyes were dosed^by them. 

Thusliied this beloved servant ol the Lord, the loving husband, and the 
afihotioBate lathesv in the bosom uf his family, in the seventy-thitd year of 
his age, and fax Ihe fifty -seventh yam* oi bis oomeetion with the l^thodist 
Boci^. But being dead, yet speidceth.*’ , ^ 

To say he had net his failing Wow be to make him tnctte dian man. 
them, and he knew It ; and finmy ah anxldui hour B “ 

agonrhnriirayev has ho idl^^up to God tiieeei%e 




He 

and 

tbe 


fieilr’ xHght he remove Me was naturally of a (^hibk warm : 

aed ^ f m^ H re^ke^geat grape Gxae this cohsiiltttlM^ In^ht 

t WuwfagrhWFSB.** 

HMiMid t* BdierevfnabritaK mtent. 

aaa aboy* M» wwm. -w Art wMow aa4 amtwWw, si^ -‘him that 

])ad sad MlWMid n«f&. 

, ^ w Instate Un M Uod, Idt aMilto m 

Sick, and follow him so far as he £i^ow«Ki Christ 


LOST OPPORTUNITIES DEPLORED. 


H petition, 

BT TBB 

REV. STEPHEN BRID^K, M.A. 

PRBAOHSD XN''SMMANn£L CUUKCH, CAMBBRWISLL, 
ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, NOVEMBER 14 , ISiT. 


“ The harvest is past, the summer is' endedy and we are not savedj*^ 
Jeremiah vUi. 20, 

In reading the writings of those ** hbl;^ men of old who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost,” the reader must have been struck with the degree 
in which their whole minds seem to be absorbed with the great subjects upon 
which they treat. Beligion was not with them, as it is with multitudes now, 
a mere idea, a beautiful sentiment, an empty name, an inoperative nothing ; 
wherever they went and whatever they did, it went with them and worked in 
them. They were men whose minds had derived a peculiar character from ^ 
the daily contemplation of superior beings and eternal interesta Not content ' 
with, acknowledging in general terms a Being far above them, for whose power 
nothing was too vast, and for whose inspebtion nothing was too minute, to 
know Him, to serve Him, to enjoy Him was with them the great end of their 
existence ; everything was eloquent of Him, or of their future unchangeable 
and imperishable destiny. Not only did the sun, ** travelling in the greatness 
of his strength,” or the moon in her brightness, or ^ thr^ stars in their courses,” 
proclaim the eternal power and Go&ead of Him whom they served, and 
remind them, as they walked the firmament, of the time when th^^hould 
** shine as the stars for ever and ever,” but the seasons of exterdU nature, as 
they came and went in swift succession, seemed like a volume which had God 
for its Author, whose leaves the hand of time was ever turning over, Imd 
whose pages were filled with lessons profitable for righteousness. 

We should, then, be acting strictly in the spirit of the inspired writers^ if 
without further remark we proceeded to apply this passage to certain states and 
conditions in themoral history of man. Before, however, we do so, wemust glance 
for a moment at the connection in which the words are found. The prophet is 
describing, as with a pen dipped in blood and with letters of fire, the aVful 
calamities that should come upon the Jews, during the time thut their city 
should be besieged by the army of the Chgldeans. Their sins, deep, dark, and 
multipAte^ aggravated by bdng committed against light and knowl^ge^ 
against Innumerable memes, against warnings ox prophets and the 
forbearance of God, had awakened ^at fierce wrath of the Almighty which is 
so slow to rise, so ready to abate, Terrifled^by the on-coming storm, whose 
thunders they heard roUing In the distance, they look for saooour, day after 
day i they hope for the aid of some friendly power, or for the interposition of 
that mighty ann which had compassed them with its protecthm as with a 
shield ; but no help comes, the nme for mercyh visitations had passed by; 
and now jus^t as the wrecked mariner, who from some lonely rock has looked' 
in vain for the hdp which hope had told would come, leels an anguish of soul 
coming over him, more letter than ^le bittomess of death, so at last from this 
doomed people aU^hopeistakmi away ; they see captivity or death before themV 
*^Tho Lord God of their fathers sdnt to them by His inessen^rs^ rising up 
betimes and sending, beemme He had compassion on His people and On Him 
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dweUing place ; bat they mocked the messengers of Qod, and despised His 
words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against 
His p^ple, till there was no remedy.** And it was just as the overwhelming 
storm brake upon their heads^ that they uttered that thrlliing exdamation 
which rent the prophet’s heart, and should make both the ears of him that 
heareth it to tingle : ** The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved.” ^ * 

And now, brethren, changing the application of these words from that 
which is temporal to that which is spirit^, »we way regard them as placing 
before us one or two important truths. First, that there are seasons specially 
favourable to seeking souTs sslvatlon ; and, secondly, that if these be 
misimproved, the angtllh will be proportioned to the opportonitieB which 
have been lost. 


L We say there are» in the history of eveiy individual, (at least of every- 
one upon whom the light of revelation has shone,) seasons specisUy favourable 
to the salvation of the soul, periods which, in the language of the text, may be 
called ^ the summer** and ** the harvest” of the spirit ; ** times of r^eshing 
from the presence of the Lord.** We call them specif because we believe 
that oonceming the whole spsn of our existence hm it may be said — ^^Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” We admit that there are 
eac^p^oiis to this rule. Could we look into the records of Omnisdenoe, into 
these books which shall be opened when the secrets of all hearts shdl he 
revealed, and when amn shall be judged according to the things found written 
In the b^ks, we osnnot doubt but we should find some, ay, it may be, some 

M l those'who are going in and out among us, who are ** condemned 
y,” whose doom is as sure, as irreversimy fixed as the doom of those 
apostate spirits wh6 are ‘‘reserved in dfaains, under darkness, unto the judg- 
aiaut of tlm great day.” There are those who though “light has come into 
, the world,” **love darkness rather than light,” and “will not come to the 
light, lest their deeds should be reproved i’* those whose spirit within them is 
hardened, whose oonsciecces are steeled against impression, who ean hear 
the tbrealenings of God without motion, who have “ pleasure in unrighte- 
ousness,” in whose minds the fixed and deliberate determination bas been 


come to, *l cannot overcome this lust, 1 cannot break away from this oompa^ 
nion, I oaimot resist this temptation, be the penalty what it may ; I have loved 
strangers^ and after strangers wiU I gow* And from these the Holy Spirit of 
God, resisted^ grieved, dishonoured, after He bas long borne with thei^ departs 
to return ; and they are left to wander through the earth with a brand 
sflpupon the brow, deeper than that which marred tlm forehead of the unhappy 
Cain, a proy to their own hearts’ lusts, the wonder of angris, the scum of 
demons, till they have “ filled up the measure of their iniquities,’* and sink at 
length into the lowest hell, 

^t if “ God willing to show His wra^ and t(» make His power known,” 
does thus in some cases, as it were, “ go before to judgment,” this is not the 
pendriU rule. Usueily, during the whole life, as long as the lamp hdds out to 
ihe vilesSrinner may retam unto the Lord, under any circumstance and 
at any rime, The gates of that saastnazy whieib have been opened ^anr 
B ai Bsa t w ifi as a rmge for the gmilty» are never Shuti they stand <HBen 
Uh^tdiid diQT, so that let aman, awmed for the safety of his soul, eonse “at 
npokitehth or at^epek«orowingf or mthertnoming,” hemay enter in, and lay 
held npoii the hems of the al^ atid find Him iidfll seated on the merc^i^seat, 
whoiiSirersmtoliheieekhig ‘^inskyukfy face in vain i** and 

^ihie rind messed l^ffirit, wha “giverii power to the fs4&h and to them riiat 
have no nrig^ Ipereoieth strength f andhchold these the maHmM eogsii 
wsitiiig with, mir hasps, th lej^ovar the itew^homsiml with and to 
low 0 (ver him w ith slngHig, ^ / 

l^sdriumih these be s^^ them am tin»s» sptxdal when the 

IfeSiator seems to show Sinself in nwm than owmI dbny, and when the 
Angel of the eoeensnt gaam s to impart tooths watnas of sslvarien an unwonted 
degiue of quiataiingpower, oreariiier, to Speak in other WOn^ when the mind 
is more susosgtible of impresfrinn. it Is not eaiw always to^noooinit lor these 
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eras in the moral history of man. Suffice It to say^ they seem to be apportion 
of Jehovah’s plan in working out His purposes. We trace them in nature, for 
there are seasons when her mightiest powers appear to wake from their 
slumber, and to go forth working those vast physical changes which give to 
the natural world features alto^ther diffierent to those which it had before. 
We see them plainly dated in the page of every nation’s history. You cannot 
think of the Assyrian, Gra^ian and Boman empires, without at the same time 
remembering, how they had their seasons, times when they arose we know not 
how, when they seemed to gather strength from every struggle, to rise superior 
to every competitor, to wax brighter and brighter till they rose to meridian 
glory, — ^and times, too, when they declined, we know not why, before causes 
open and manifest alone to Him who is ^*the living God, and stedfast for ever 
and His kingdom alone that which shall not be dipstroyed, and His dominion 
that which shall be unto the end.” In like mumer, when we look at the Intel* 
lectual world, we trace there a course whlc& no one can define. There have 
been the dark ages, when stern and sterile winter forbad etery well-spring of 
soimd learning to give out itarelreshing waters, when the tree of knowledge 
yielded no precious fruits, when the Intellect of all men slept, when ho mind 
rose to grandeur, when superstition^ the handmaid of ignorance, walked 
abroad, laying the priest and the people, from the least even to the greatest, 
with visions aiffi dreams and ** lying wonders,” which might provoke the pity 
of the child, and the Scorn of even the drivelling idiot And so there has been 
gotdm age. The mental hemisphere has been filled with constellations, 
which have not only lightened the i^otld^ as they fulfilled their course, hut 
whose light has shone before men long alter they had themselves gone down. 
Art has added to her stores with wondrous rapidity. Science, as if endued 
with power from on high, has lifted the vail from secrets, which had been 
hidden for ages and generations. Poetry has put on her beautiful garments, 
and given a charm to erery region of knowledge or feeling through which she 
passed ; and eloquence, a3» if for a time she h^ been gifted with the hai^ of 
heaven, has been heard uttering her voice with such power that every judg- 
ement seemed to be convinced, every passion of the soul to be controlled, and it 
appeared as though the mind of the world was so within her power that she 
could turn it whithersoever she would. 

And so in spiritual things $ ** there is a tide in the affairs of men,” which Jf 
duly improved leads on to happiness, and wafts the spirit to the promised 
land ; bat if neglected, leaves the soul exposed to certain and irremediable min. 
Times there are, when without any definite reason upon which We can fasten, 
our soul resembles a dry and thirsty land, hard to be impressed, bringing 
forth no fruit to perfecl^u, when the pastures in which we have been wont 
to feed seem to yield no meat, when tihe sacred Scriptures, the sanctuary, the 
intercourse of Christian friends, the closet and all the varied mesHs of grace, 
seem as if they had lost their power to enlighten and invigorate and 
refresh the soul ; and then again, there are seasons when our God renews 
the face of the earth, the soul is as a watered garden, and as a spriiig of water 
whose waters ML not ; the windows of heaven are opened, aad blessiDgs are 
poured down— the favour of God, ^ the light of His countmaoce,” Is felt and 
realized like the gladdening and •vivifying infiuenee of the eummer’s sun ; 
every turn in the path of C^’s prc^^noe developes new views of His good- 
ness and grikce and. love, and from every onHnance which Jehovah has 
ordsined m the strengthening and refresldng of the soul, fruit abounds to His 
acedunt. < 

But If there ate Hfus periods of lafiure ahd tefieshing which we caimot 
account for, and which are known only to Him who hath put the times md 
the seasons in His own power, there are o^lhert when, in the nature of maa, 
or in the circumstances in which he is conffitkmed, we can see there is some- 
thing which may make his mjnd more impresdble and more open to leoeive 
instmotion. Bueh a season is that of youtk Then there is a teMemess of 
the spirit^ which the story of thq cross, and the love of Jesus are wen fitted to 
affect; then memoiy has the power to store up lessons of iostro^dion^ vrliidl 
is unlmown to those of riper years t then the cares of the world; ttmdmslt- 
lulaess of rhdtet, the absorbing and distracting pursuits of bttsIneiB, do not 
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exereiM th«ir eTil infiaenoQ oT^lhe mlod ; then habit, that tyrant which in 
epite or reason and conscience and every better principle le^ the sinner 
captive at its will, has not acquired Iroesistible dominion; then the yoke is 
comparatively easy to assume, and the burden grows lighter as the strength 
is inqreased. The mighty Qod, as if pleased with the kindness of youth, with 
the surrender of a light and unburdened heart, with the offering of the first 
fruits cf existence to His service, seem^to delight in giving to the youthful 
convert Divine illumination, the aids of His Spirit, and all those ** peaceable 
fruits of righteousness,” which are so hard to cultivate when year after year 
of delay has di^ved the soul of many of its powers, and given to the world 
and the things^! the world a fearful and destructive infioenoe. 

Then again : how often has the season of affliction, whether of mind, body, 
or estate, been one when the mind has been specially pre^ured to attend to 
the things which belong unto its peace 1” The benefici^ effects of affliction on 
the heart and condu^, have presented to us in men of all ranks and 
ages. ** Before I was afiBcted,” says the pacdmist, ** I went astray.” So the 
sacred historian records of Mauasaeh : ** WhSn he was in affliction, he besought 
the Lord his God, and humbled himsell greatly before the God of his fathers, 
and prayed unto Him.” And who is there among the saints, who cannot say — 
**It is 9 X>d lor me that I have been afflicted ?” It is this that softens the heart, 
that MDes off the glare from earthly things, and makes the soul to feel, that 
however sparkling the streams of earth may be, nothing can satisfy its thirst, 
and give it abiding peace, but those waters of comfort and wells of salvation 
whi^ God has provided for His people. How many are there here, who had 
Ibr years thought little about religion, who can remember the vows which 
they made when they were in trouble 1 They had not succeeded in their 
schemes, losses came, business flagged, they had to ** bear the burden and 
heat of the day,” and then it was, while they were thus ** brought into the 
wildemess,” that they heard the voice of Gm ” speaking comfortably” io 
them, and they thought seriously of seeking that better portion which the 
rust and moth cannot ooirupt, and ** where thieves cannot break through and 
steal.” Or It may be, just at the time when they had acquired all that heart 
could wish, and had ** goods laid up for many years,” — just as they were 
wrapping themselves up in their worldiiness, and preparing to lie down in 
camai ease and forgetfulness of, God, then trouble came ; health began to 
waste, or those who were to have partaken, as they increased the joy, have 
been taken away ;4aad then, as in the sick chamber or at the grave, they have 
thought of their blighted paradise, they have felt that ** man at w best 
estate is altogether vanity,” that it is omy as he enjoys everything in God, 
Wid has Ids ad&ctions set on things above,” and is with those around him 
foiddiig ior his home in the better ccmntry, and travelling towards it, that he 
can ezpeo^anything like permanent enjoyment and settM peace ; and then it 
was they resolved to seek the Lord with mil purposeof hear^” and said — ^**The 
lord is my hope and my portion for ever.” Thus does afiliotion, like the sum- 
liier's dew* soften, and uructify the heart. 

So again : vaHous events la life are peculiarly adapted to produce serious 
and saving impreesionSf Who is there, while I speak, that cannot recall mo- 
ments of unwonted serioiisuesB, udsgivlogB and painful learsywhich hate hmn 
the result of some tnings which have co^ to pass in the movements of God's 
providence ?, Tou may have tom out and nung away the arrows of the 
Almighly, and hastened to heal tW wound which His band.had made with 
•ome of those expedients which the world provides and l^tan has skilfully 
pseiwred to Itdl me pain, lest It sbotild lead to the Physfoian ; hut you 
cannot forget haw you were once made to feel and think, ay, and even to re- 
adve. Thelesson remains deep graven on the fleshly tames of the heart ; yon 
cannot wipe it out ; there it continues. ^ The heavens lAim pass away,” and 
** the earthly house of your tabernacle will be dissolved^*’ and every pamde of 
which your body is composed will be separated atom. Ir^ atom ; but when all 
these things shall come to pass, the record of those days whan your whde soul 
was stirred within you sriU remain, a writing Wrible as that which the doomed 
king MW Witten by a mystie hand uprni the palace walk Tei, the young 
man will ramembrnr that night when, aner having stood at the dMth-b^ of a 



LOST OPPORTUNITIES DBPLORBD. 


41S 


holy mother, and reoelyed the dying charge to follow her as she had sought to 
“ follow Christ,” she “ fdl asleep” in Jesus, and he ifetired to an inner chamber 
to weep there. How pungent was his grief ; how apparently earnest his*prayer j 
how did he lament his past absorption in the world, and forgetfulness of the 
soul, and determine that he would arise, shake himself from the dust, and g^rd 
himself for the service of that blessed Master, who in the hour of nature's 
final trial stood by His dying servant to give her perfect peace, and to con« 
duct her, when in His strength she .had vanquished death, to the abodes of 
pure, unmingled, and perpetum peace ! 

That these strong convictions are produced in men, some cause and 

some by another, when they, as it were, hear** the Spirit a^4he bride say. 
Come,” wh^n they are ** not far from the kingdom of God,” and^they might, if 
they would, obey the Saviour’s voice, be healed of their {dague, and go forth 
and gather fruit unto life eternal, is a fact known to every man who has been 
brought within the range of Gospel truth, whether he has **received that truth 
in the love of it,” or whether, after having wept and prayed and promised, he 
has again drunk the anodyne ministered by corruption’s han<^ steeped hims^ 
in forgetfulness of God, and perished in his sin. « ^ 

But, brethren, these favourable seasons,, when we might sow to the Spirit 
an*d of the Spirit reap life everlasting, will not always be continued, judging 
that because you are not so familiarized with sin as not sometimes to shrink 
from it, because you are nofr5*et altogether uninfluenced by the ordinances of 
religion, and without thoughts sometimes concerning the coming future, you 
may think that you will yet fdr a littte longer continue in sin, that you will 
venture out a little from that holy ground where alone you can be safe, and 
yet keep so near the shore that in the hour of need you may see tlie harbour 
and be safe *, but take heed lest ye be deceived ; you have now the power to 
return ; then spread the sail, and ply the oar. Beturn, O wanderer, return. 
Seek the Lord whilst He may be found, call upon Him whilst He is near ; 
** whilst you have the light, rejoice in the light.” The Spirit of the living 
God “ will not always strive with man.” ** Sudden destruction” may ” come 
updh you” at an instant, and you may be m eternity, where though you sow 
with untiring hand, and watch night and day, and water the seed sown with 
tears of agony and blood, you will never reap a harvest ; thorns and thistles 
will the blighted soil bring forth to you ; you will remain for ever unable to 
change one disposition, to perform one neglected duty, to attain one lost bles- 
sing, or recal one forfeited opportunity. Or you may be spared to something, 
we were going to say, far worse than this ; to, be “ dead while you live,” to be 
** a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to meut** of one who has abused God’s 
mercy, and from whom it is withdirawn. There are those who outlive their 
opportunities, from whom Almighty succours are withdrawn, and are left 
without the power to repent, return and live. Bemember, brethren, .though 
yoh may now have the influences of the Spirit within your reach, ho man hath 
power over the Spirit to retain tlie Spirit. Tour heart may be soft now, fitted 
to receive the good i^eed of the kin^om, but to-morrow it may be frozen up, 
hard as the nether miUstone or the granite rock. Now your conscience ma^ 
be awake ; but to-morrow it may be cast into that deep sleep from which it 
can alone be wakened by the crash of your dissolving frame. Now you may 
be solicitous about the soul’s salVktion; hut to-morrow indiflbre.noe, cold and 
dull as death, may settle upon you, and you may ** care for none of ihese things.” 
Now tninistddng spirits group around you, bearing the messages of Heaven, some 
ready to hasten back to the waiting hosts in the celestial mansions, and .tell of 
your repentance, and others ready to help you on your pifgfimage, and guard 
your steps and cheer you with the voice (^promise till you have received “an 
abundant entrance” into the dty of their God; but, who shall tell what shall 
be on the morrow ? To-morrow ^eved at the hardness of your hearts, or 
hearkening to the command of incensed Ibng-suflbring, **Let him alone,” th^ 
may have forsaken you and fled ; and other Spirits, spirits of darkness andS 
death, m&y gather round you, like the eagles round their prey, and may carry 
you, helpless, hopeless and undone, ** whither ye would not,” and then, as you 
wake from your infatuation, and instead of looking upon ** fields white unto 
the harvest,’^ She ncUhing but one vast illimitable deseft, vowSunacoompliiihed^ 
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piirposeB imfulfiliedy the mndh to do tindoiie, you will in anguish of soul, which 
h$t s]^]il» alone can feel, or topau^ describe, exclaim, “The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and 1 am not saved.’’ 

II. And this brings us to observe, Secondly, that if these Spe<4al seasons be 
misimproved, the angnishof the spint will be proportioned to the opportunities 
which have been lost They have, it may be, been o/t typeated. If in pity 
for our lost and miserable and helpless state the blessed Spirit of our Gi^had 
condescended to come down to this polluted earth, and make us one onbr Of 
salvation ; Qe had appemed to rescue us from ruin and to aid us in 

coming to IMBliho put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, how aggravated 
would be the^K, and inexcusable the folly of neglecting and refusing so great 
salvation I But what then shall the end of those be, who have in almost 
unnumbered instances, and through many years, put away salvation from them I 
And such there are— ohi many such I “All tne day long,” says the long- 
Bulfering God, “ have I stretched forth My hand to a disobedient and 
gainsaying people.” “ 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee ! how often would 1 have gathered 
thy children to Me as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, ami ye 
would not!” And again, an apostle asks, (and his asking shdws that it is 
possiMe,) “ Despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance and 
iongsu&ring, not knowing that the goodness of ‘tiod calleth thee to repent- 
ance I but after thy hardness and imj^nitent Jbeart, treasuiest up ^ thyself 
wrath Egaiust the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment or 
God?” an awful gleam does this passage throw upon the perdition of 

the lost ! How directly is it opposed to the deceptions Satan sneers in 
palming upon his d^nded votaries ! They imagine, that because they are 
not alt(^thmr to the motions of the Spirit, their occasional 

impressions retrieve and mitigate the general heinonsness of their depravi^, 
and that transitory signs of goodness diminish, the ultimate amount of sin. 
“ How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ?” Haw long will ye be 
deluded by the deoeitfolness of sin ? Who does not see, that in prop^ion to 
the opportunities enjoyed, hut not embraced, must be the guilt and penalty 
incuTM ? Verily it is to be feared, that in the last great day when such stand 
before God in judgment, it shidl be more t(derable for Satan and his angels 
than for them. “ Better bad It been never to have known the way of righte- 
ousness,” ^ have lived without hope, tham after we have known it to turn 
away from it into the paths of the destroyer. To have the leprosy caving to 
ns, when KlU Uved on the very borders of “the fountain open^ for sin and fw 
undeannes^” and heard the voice which said, “ Wash and he dean to sink 
into the gPiph of pmdition, when a thousand times the ark of safety was 
wafted near us, and we were besought even with tears to enter and be safe: 
to perish when evety method was employed to awe or to allure us — God 
•pewng to ns by patriardis, by prophets, by apostles^ by His own dew Son ; 
to perish wil^y, sordy this shall be as oil upon the eternal fi^e, this shall 
kcK) alive and renew the atrength of the undying worm, and this sin the sting 
of death* 

Thm are other reasons why the angulBh of lost opporreuities will be pro- 
portioned tb the opportunities themselves, sudi as that others have been saved 
under them, and tnat they will never be renewed. But we must forbear j yet 
ere we dose, we must ask our own heart and yours^What use are we making 
of the harvest of mercy, the summer of life^ the bright days of salvation ? Are 
we, even ^ best, the most spiritual, die most eariiest amongst us, gathering 
in as ihudi food lor the red as we mi^t ? Are we' storing the nfind with those 
shcred principles Which it may feed upon for ever? Were the harvest to pass 
away, and the summ^ to dose this day, are our gexixein fiHed irith all manner 
of store, and ore we rich towards God ? The question is ah all-important one : 
times and seasons are firing rapidly away. Another “harvest is past, 
another “summer is ended.” And now just imagine what would our present 
feelings be, If thp precious season had passed away without bringing a supply 
of lo^ leaving us to all thb hcffrors d famine, aggravated by tbe miseries of 
apptoacblhg tmter ; hnt^ne stifi how aggravated and inexpressibly dis- 
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tresBing would be our state of mind, if our own carelessness had entailed this 
wretchedness upon us; if God having given us plenty, w«had refused to gather; 
and you have a faint emblem of the horrible dread which shall come upon 
them, who sh^ enter upon an eternity for which they have made no or an 
inadequate pwision, and discover when there is no remedy that **the harvest 
is past, the stRnmer is ended, and they are not saved.** And yet thus it wiU be; 
mercies abused, despised, neglected, will be mercies withdrawn. ** The sum- 
mer** win appear in its glory ; but it will not be for you. ‘♦The harvest** will 
put f^th its golden treasures ; but it will be for others. ‘* The fruits of 
righteousness*’ shaU abound ; but with them you shall nevei|||]l your hand. 
That which you have sown, that only can you reap. . iJHilih 

Then diligently use all opportunities for furthering your saWIHK *** In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine flmd.” Let not 
one ray of the summer’s sun shine, nor one hour of life’s harvest pass unim- 
proved by you. Go to the Bedeemer with hearts humble, low, full of 
submission, full of a disposition to yidd yourself to grace. Go—cry, *‘Ca8t 
me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy ^ly Spirit from me.” 
And the sun that sparkles in the firmament of the bl^ed shml Ite darkened, 
their harps unstrung, their glory tarnished — ^yea, tjie throne of 'Deity shall 
be ifjptumed. His truth fail, all His attributes destroyed, rather than that prayer 
shaU not be answered ; for thus saith the Lord, to humble, praying, perse- 
vering ibIIuIs : “ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubdess come again with rejoicing, bridging his sheaves with him.” 
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** 77te hacksiider tn Tkee^rt ahaU he filed with hie own ways : and a good man ahall 
te eatisjied from himself ** — ^Proverbs adr. 14. 

My brethren, a storm Is a season ol trial on the sea and on the land, fci a 
orest of masts and in a forest ol trees ; it detects the unsafe and the unsound, 
eparating them from the strong and the seaworthy. Bsposure to pMvation, 
ir even to riiort allowance, is a season of trial \ it detects existing weakness, 
md a predisporition to disease, sepa^ing its easiest victims from the stronger 
md more robust. A commercial crisis is also a season of trial, with its cha- 
'acteristic detections, exposures, and victims. Some of these last appear in the 
Gazette, and are **]biown and read of all men.’* Their dealings were in the 
>utward and visible things of this world ; in those things was their rise, and 
n those things is their fall. But such a crisis is a season of trial in higher 
natters ; and it brings with it strange detections in men’s hearts. 1 do not 
low speak of exposures together men, though these frequently follow ; my 
iresent object is to call your attention to those self-detections which usually 
ollow a season of great commercial anxiety and agitation — to those self-mor- 
idcations on the one side, and to those encouragements on the other, which 
ire consequent thereon. 

The word ** backslider” is very expressive, and it is of frequent occurrence 
n the Scriptures of the prophets. It is a woi^ which we rarely meet with ex- 
^t in dissertations on vitri, experimental religion. It is a term, indeed, which 
lome writers on religion seem to dislike ; it ajipears to have been discarded by 
:hem as vidgar, or as savouring of bad taste. It will be enough, in this 
respect, for us, to perceive, that it has been used by men who ** spake as they 
(vere move^by the Holy G^host.” 

But In order to understand the meaning, and to estimate the consequences, 
>f A'xnan’s sliding back in religion, it is indispensable that we first have aright 
perception of the path in which he was previously standing or walking. This, 
therefore, must be our first point in considering the text. 

In %vei 7 visible Christian church, there are two distinct classes of persons : 
professors of serious religiou, who in reality are not converted; and new-born, 
vital Ohrisrians. This leaves out, however, a third, and the largest class, con- 
sisting of all those who, having the baptism and the name of Chnstian, do not 
Sven make s profession of anyserious religion, but live avowedly as if this 
sror}d were l^irir only object These cannot backslide from God in this world, 
t>ecaus 0 they are alr^y as far from Him as possible. Their next step, except 
bhey repent, and believe the Gospel, must be into an undone eternity. But I 
Eiow speak especially of the two foriner classe8,both of whom are likened by our 
Saviour to ** virgins,'’ as distinct from the ungodly world ; some wise, who have 
act cmly alamp lor present user but oil for an enduring su{mly ; others foolish, 
ivbo have no ml, bat holy a temporary lamp. Por a time tne outward circum- 
stances of the Christian church may be, and in this age they generally are, 
such as to sttpp^ no discriminating test between these persons. Mere pro- 
fessors, such as I have aUaded to, may be so enlightened in doctrine, and so 
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influenced in praetioe, as really to deceive themselves ; and whatever misgivings 
they occasionally fe^ they may, upon the whole, he satisfied that they are 
indeed Christians, and that their state is sufficiently secure. On the other 
hand, real Christians living among them he so filled with anxiSiiesi 
alarms, and self-reproaches, — ^their conscientiousness may assume so mudli the 
pharacter of scrupulosity, that, although at times thpy may venture to think 
themselves right, yet, on the wh<fie, they are rather disposed to “ write bitter 
things against themselves,*’ and to conclude that their condition is one of 
immin^t dan^r. Whilst exteniail matters are peaceful and namnerous. there 
is, as I have ciready said, no discriminating test between theMKMes of per- 
sons ; they cannot distinguish themselves. Yet there is, iSpHy, a vital 
distinction. The hearts of the professors 1 have alfnded to with the 

world ; but the worldly circumstances around them are so easy and prosperous, 
that no testing difficulty is felt on that ride, and the aceompaniments of a 
reUgions profession are so common-place, that no difficulty is mlt on that side 
either. The hearts of real Christians are with the Lordi%ut to seem to be 
on His side is so easy, and their outward circumstances in the world supply 
so little of hindrance, so little of realised difficulty in their way, that there is 
no decided proof, even to their own minds, “ whose iffiey are, and whom they 
desir^ to serv^** 

Thus lys, in those seasons of prosperity, which we all naturally desire. 
There is,^at such times, nothing to separate ^between the sound and the pn- 
sound ; the voya|:e goes on smoothly, the inexperienced apprentice seems 
to be as efficient in h!s place, as the indrough well* instructed seaman. But 
now the fine weather ceases, the sky is overcast, the clouds appear to billow 
out from the horizon, and the freshening blast is heard to whistle through the 
A period of anxiety and alarm sets in ; afl&irs in which all are either 
directly or indirectly involved, become troubled j the even current of a man*8 
pecuniary concerns is ruffled *, he cannot now get what he wants, and pay for 
what he gets, as he did before j he must either do without something or he 
must fall upon some new schetne, or schemes, to meet the unexpected epbar* 
rassments, the unprovided- for demands, of extraordinary times. These circum- 
stances affiect his thoughts, make an impression upon his habitual imaginings 
and meditations ; he thinks of them, he thinks in them, until he tl^ks of 
little else 5 before he is aware of it, he is “ minding earthly things,” which is 
another scriptural appellation for spiritual death. With all imaginable 
deceivaUeness, the heart engages in vain and usriess fancies as to what would 
have been the state of affairs, had a different line been adopted at such and 
such a time. * If I had not done that V * If I had not done this 1 * * Oh I that 
fatal proposal ! Unfortunate ! that 1 should have hearkened to it and entered 
into it !* * Oh I if I had only closed with that man when I first had^n oppor- 
tunity ! I should tlien have had a large sum at command now, instead of 
being unable to meet my acceptances without incurring additional grievous 
losses.* And then, away runs the treacherous heart in a fresh train of vain 
imaginings : * If 1 had such a sum at command in the present state of affidrs, 
l^hat a fortune might 1 make r 

Now thougiits (rf this kind—and 1 have hut hinted- at one of a thousand^-— 
when they biksome habitual, or even very frequent, steal away the lieart, and 
the things of God cease to have that power over the character winch they 
before exercised. In other words, a ' ^backslidmg of heart” has taken place. 
This explains the meaning of the term. Of course it does not extend over the 
applicarions of it, which each must make for himself, but it applies to /both 
the classes of persons to whom I have alluded,-*^ thq deceived professor who 
had not a high standing to depart from^ and tofthe tempted Christian who 
had. 

When the deceived professor hills back* ; or becomes a backslider v in 
heart, ** be Bhall,’^ to use the language the text, be filled with his own 
ways;” ** His own ways,” if. the truth were really known, without any veU cor 
deception, either in himself or in others, — ” his own ways” would be seen to 
have always been w&rldiy ways. Christian ways were only put on and 
superficial with him 1 not m wilful hypocrisy — Ido not speak ca such aease^ 
but in easy self-deee^ion. His heart, in the real root of its afibctions, has 
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l^withlbetPQiidi 

«lii^ or olb«r» iMtt lim llie fgid fo^ 

Ai^ flaw'll tlMi^liiirAGQd Alittlg^ tmm la 

fl< wcoMit ft d wofihlp td aaldaL IfVW lAe baoUIAHr ^ 
wild tovttd i»(tei|r«J«.^«riiiil^ aoNitog money, hole ^^iGiUed with 

hleowa ve|!i/* Wtai Me mmions otpoo the iobject have strudc 

^lemimrmAiitaMii wli(iilmlmeeiilmdi9QAitwithT^9ew»fmdiM^^ 

It with wo m m i when he Me^heoei^t it to eeoh a laroumble tennioaUoQ, 
MliM hie tbteeietoed piop^, epd 9vm added iargei^to its 
he uy oeaae.to be agitated upon the eabjeet, out he 
^ } he ie move worldljr than he wee belore, mm dUed 

thaa eiar #9im ^ewa waye, atad it may be said of hha, ** The last etate of 
that BMa la inhae thaa the dmt** When the backslider in heart, who loved 
ptoaaare^ liMeofarhrcdceathitmghtheiiest^^ of his religious professym, 
ae tej^aage back egaia into scenes of woridlyaasneeiaent, aad time-wasting 
Mtefity, he is tbbn **dlied with his own waya** When the backslider in 
heart, vmose idol was the praise and honour or men, has attained this praise 
and hononr, although, by tiie saqdfiee of those religious princ^es, or 

aome of them at leM, wmoa he professed to value, he also is ** iUed with its 
own ways/' In all such cases, we have fulfilments of that true, but disgusting 


were withdrawn, the inherent disposH^hl to nnoleanness agam betrayed itself, 
and the **sow’* letumed to her ^ wallowing in the mire.” And yet, these 
persons, while thus sunk, have obtained, it may be, their object in this world, 
and are now become more and more the objects of admiration and envy to 
those around them. The judgment of God siambere% } He is long-sufferb^ ; 
He does not deal with such persons in the summary way that He did with 
His people of old, who mummied against £Qm in itm wilderness, and taunted 
Him ndth His inability to provide fleidi for His people. ** He brought water, 
hidaed, out of the rock, but can He provide fiesh for His people ? God rained 
flesh around them thickly $ He scattered feathered fowls upon the camp; 
th^ gathered and they at^ thsy were not restrained from their hearts* desire. 
But when the meat was between their teeth, the heavy wrath of Godyraa 
upon them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel.” This is written for 
our leandng, and a fearful lesson does it convey to those who are allowed to 
have th^ own way. They ** eat the fruit of thdr own way, and are filled 
with thmr own devices ; for the turning away of the simj^e shall (day them, 
end the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.” 

Bewui^ then, my friends, of being ^ filled with your own ways.” Some of you 
may have come out, or may be oondng out, of the storm which has recently 
agitated men's afihirs in town and in country, with apparent success. You may 
indeed have suooeededln the outward things of this world, but let me entreat 
yon carefully to see whether them have not been ** your own ways,” whether 
your heart has not been set upon such ways all aloi^, and whether your^veiy 
•noeessinthe world may not bo a judgment from God. How shall you ascer* 
liiSii this f I have no iafeSIUe impe whereby you can sioertain iA but I 
' have iafalHbleinstrnctioiui for you, under sudi drcmnstanees, which will go far 
at toast to sanctify what you ei^ a btossing, and to prevent it from being 
tamed into a curse. I have this to say,-*-honoiir God with your substanoe, 
and with ^ first-fruits of your Incieaset give this pledge at toast that the 
money you have obtained is not me god lhat you have been servii^ $ shew 
that you leoognise God^s tupiemacy by making a thaniklttl acksiowtodgment 
to the service of Him who hasblesim your eflbrts. 

When the seal Chitotiaa becomes a badcslictoi in heart, he, too# ^shah be 
flOed with hli own wmya” When he yields to any of his anemfes,; those ene- 
mies shall have an advantage over him, and take revenge upon him i his sini 
ifiiafi become his punishment. Hit heart to not, it to true, wholly with theworlds 
but neither to it wh(d^ With the Lord. Htowayg are ‘mixed way»’-ways of 
conflict; he struggtos in mingled sinomsty and infinnity, and snpevtow^ 
altemattons of defeat and victory. His strmi^h is in the Lord, derived from 
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Btenewy^i^. Oii jusocnrat Im nmat have dai^ oon^^ 

Bflin, daily siMitetioiia upoa Him j there nmat be dauy waltliige at ^ posta 
offiStddw, daily petlttailov dally allies. Miudi spends apon the i|ida« 
termptedneM e! tfaia daily felleirsh^. Ms is ** daily bread,^* vhicdi will not 
keep over night; he cannot, tln^ngh any means of graoe» however Inmri^ 
at the time, layup such astock as shau avail Mm diiHng long intmmi^ 
of the oommunioatkms from Beavem Ihe objects of faith must be broi^sht 
repea^y before trim, or dee the hifuenoes of faith will become kmgoid and 
inefficient $ the truths of the Gospel must be presented again a^ agidn to his 
mind, or else the power of the Gospel to 4ave from this “ preiM evil world’* 
wilf not be opei^ive upon Mb character. To this 8t, Paul plaav refers when 
he writes to the CJorinthians, ^ By Which dsoye are sayed,^ ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto yon.” ** If ye keep in memory because, 
although this is a work of gracioua sovereignty on the part of God, St is never* 
thdess done in accordance with our moral nature; it is done ^ maintaining 
motives, and motifs are maintained by adeqtuate objects^ The objects <4 
faith continue to create the motives, and the motives in a moral creature 
continue to secure the character ; bqt if the objects be withdrawn, the motives 
are no longer felt, and the very springs of character are then invaded. 

Thus the matter stands with the C^stian. And now, when outward 
anxieties force the things of this world upmi such a man’s mind ; when pictur* 
ings, if I may so express it, of the businesses and secularities M life present 
themselves to him on every side ; whendiis reading of the Scriptures is bivaded 
and rendered inefibctual, the w<^8, tmeed, passing before his eyes, bnt his 
mind being occupied, not with their meaning, but with the fluctuations in the 
money market ; when even in prayer he no sooner doses his eyes than, lo 1 
upon the retina of his imagination present themselves a host of worldly in- 
truders whom he would gladly dispense with, but whom the pressure of exter- 
nal drcumstanoes forces upon his attention ; he is then a man full of inflr- 
mity, and he runs the risk of having those remembrances of Divine things 
wMch supply the motives of Christian character invaded and driven out. 
When the wants, present or prospective, of bis family, painfully mingling with 
the remembrance of the losses he has sustained, or is probably about to sus- 
tain — ^when these things force him into perpetual calculations as to what he is 
to do, and how he will And himself when balances are wound up and his affiurs 
are brought to an issue, — what an exhibition is this of the world pre-occiQiy- 
ing the man’s nflnd, so that the objects of faith are not present as they once 
were I They do not lodge in his memory as they once did, and, instead of their 
influences l^ing felt as they were formerly, counter-influences supersede them 
and tie him down more and mdre to the minding of earthly things. Then 
backsliding of heart takes place — in fact this is backsliding of Imart— and 
then the evil thing that he has done towards God will prove to be a bitter 
thing to himsdf. He will then learn the mbaning of that expression of the 
prophet Jeremiah, in reference to backsliding Israel, ” It. is an evil and a 
bitter thing to tom away from the Lord your God.” Evil, in itself, and 
bitter in its consequences, his sin will. In trutii, become his punishment, — 
he will be “ Ailed with his own ways.” He wiU not, however, i>e “ satisfl^” 
wi^ them. And hmre comes the 'gradous diflMence between him and the 
character previopsly sketched. WliUe the uncohvefted man is, under such 
circumstances, tlurown hhck into what is really his native element, and becomes 
** safisfled” with ** his ways,” perhaps secretly glad of the oc(»Mion which has 
driven him back amongst them, the Christian cannot be satlsded with them ; 
the world am never sa&tiy him. He shall then be ** filled with his own ways” 
to nausea. God will make him^sick of them in order ^at He may afterwsirds 
remove him from them. 

My dear friends, consider these things. I may he speaking not altoge^er 
at random, thoof^ without any mental inteimon on my own part of refer- 
ring to any of you in perticnlar. I may be saving wbat many m you led to 
be applicable to yourselves ; and if so, you will naturally ask, what I as natu- 
rally turn to, what is the remedy— what Is to be done in this case ? Wto, 
my hreihxen, your remedy is by faith. There is no other, remedy, we 
can devise nothing new. Your remedy is by coming again to those olqeGtB oi 
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laith, which create wtaifn xnaa of 2i% i o^^edaUj to tbelord Jetug 

C^irist himaelfi latbegki^of l&^erspi^^ oneChrist; in the 

euithUeaess and eiiffictecy ol Hii XTedbmptloii^ xxil^^ Qo6*b iaw^ enduring 
inim’s (Street reakiitf ire ended in ereriiasting righteous- 
ness, fffiipplying au that the goyerareent ot J^orah requires in heaven, and 
ready to anpfly ah that the indrinity of inan requires on earth t raised in <rar 
nature to right hand ol God, there ^*ever«iiTiiig to make interoessioD,’’ 
there ^ reoisiving gifts to that the •^Xord God may dweQ among them, 
even the Holy Oimst sent down from heaven y there r^y to present every 
prayer offereii In His name upon earth, and to make good His promise, that 
every one pil^^aaketh shall receive, everyone that sreketh shall fin^ and 
that ip evei^ one that knockqth the door shall be oj^ned. These glorious 
objeota, must be again and again presented. And see you not, my friends, 
that time is requirre to all this ? See you not, that if you be determined to 
run nil risks by six days’ uninterrupted devotion to the world, the Sabbath-day 
cannot eftotu^y keep up devotedness to Gcd in the heart ?. A blessing indeed 
it is — a stay has it proved to many a tempted spul which has then had time to 
recollect itself, and again to recover a more heayenward frame. But 1 warn 
you, that, amid the earnest activities of a world like this, the Sabbath alone 
will not prove sufficient. Chnstians as you are, I warn you, that such is the 
constituUon of your minds, that the pendulum cannot have six days’ uninter- 
rupted earthly motion suddenly checked on the Sabbath morn. It cannot in 
that case have a different swing on the Sabbath-day from that which it has on 
the other six days. The lemembraxxcMol the six days will intrude into the 
sanctuary, and cause you, in spite m yourselves, to be profaners of Gkid’s 
house ; making “the bouse of prayer,” I will not say “a den of thieves,” but, 
I may say, a house of money-chancers. 

If, then, ^ou would give fair play to religious things, you must give them a 
portion of every day. Be not so set upon business that you cannot spare an 
hour every day for your soul’s health ; be not so set upon this wewid’s books 
that you cannot spare an hour every day for the Book of God. Keep yoqr 
mind in contact with the objects of faith, or depend upon it you will back- 
aUde in heart more and more. 1 feel, however, that there is one difficulty in 
your way, and it is indeed one of the grand, gigantic difficulties which beset 
Chiistians In their course. You come in contact with the world ; you. are 
enga^ In active business; you are employed in honourable emulation. 
Every department of business or occupation is tully stocked, and you are com- 
pelled by emulation to an earnestness which is indispensable even for obtaining 
a livelihood. You will be driven off the path, shouldered out of the way, if 
you attempt to go slower than others ; and if you ^ as fast as others, you are 
in danger of leaving religion neglected, or practically despised. I feel the 
difficulty, 1 admit it fully : I wish you to see that I am not exhorting you to 
a duty without appreciating your difficulties. But when all this is granted, 
whei^ we fully enter into this difficulty — ^what then ? “ What is a man pro- 
fited if he gam thp whole world and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man 
mve in if^'Qhange to his soul?” Oh! then, run the risk ol comparative 
defeat in the race of busmess, so far as daily attenUem to religion incurs such 
a risk I But is it,, after all, necessary to incur the risk of defeat ? May you 
xiot, by husbandix]^ your4hne a littlo*T^7 7^^ by doing videnoe to the 
d^j^ttoi that there is in almost all to waste the late hours of night, so as 
to oriv^ thu needful season of repose close upon the time of business in the 
mornlng^niay you not, by resisting that propensity, and retiring early to 
rest, iec^re to yourrelves, after suffi^nt repose^ a h^thfui, early moriiingt 
a xitoP^ jp^t with God, before the current of a Imsy worid sets in upon 
file soul f Oh I you may! It is qi^te practicable, ^me are actually dding 
this, and are rexreiire l^e^gs fromMt day by day. ‘ IhTf then, this oxm efibrt 
to# v^>y^« l^tnSr can your familto su^ from this mode of proceeding 
pn yot^ pi^ ^ 1 ifooid not wittingly invade tlie sodal hour, which after a day 
of bu^Uiess Imefks up aiid atrexi^hens all the softnesses and amenities m 
dome^c life around the family hearth; but there is a time to this also ; 
oxfiy wdicih Ipr it, and kieep ft in view. Let not the predous hour slip away 
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in vain, idle, or useless conversationi Let all that is due to afi^tim be 
yielded, but do not forget what is Wore you, or act like a creature of impulse, 
until driven by fatigue to rest. Husband your resources, without invading 
the tendernesses ef the domestio circle ; and oz^of the happy consequences 
will be, .an early and sufladent rest, followed bjpm eairly morning spent in 
devotion. Thus will you keep the objects of faith before you i and, by the 
blessing of God attending them, you will keep the motives of faith alivo 
within you. This is the victory that overcometh the world*’ — ** faith** in 
exercise day by da^r* What can drive the world outw man’s heart, but his 
having there an object of more interest and more value to him t 

I must now speak of the second clause oS our text, which has reference 
to the real Christian : A good man shall be satisfied frpm himself.” By a 
. good man” is meant a real Christian, who is firm in^ his principles, and 
steadfast in his consistency — one who uses the means *plac^ before him 
according to his impression of their importance, and who is, therefore, praC'- 
tically consistent Such a man has a stream constantly vnthin him ; and, by 
keeping open the coipmunication between it and the Fountain, he thus has 
always such a source of satisfaction writhin as arms him against the assaults 
of the world. It is not that the causes^ of agitation, of which I have been 
speaking, do not influence him at aU ; they do influence him ; but then he has 
hlgher^tbings in view. It is not that he neglects temporal things altogether-^ 
it is part of his duty to his family ||lr attend to such things — but he loves 
other things better. Neither is it himself,” as a source, that he is 

** satisfied.” To take the passage thus, would be to contradict the full and 
expressive testimony of Holy Scripture. The Christian knows that in him- 
seli he is utterly destitute ; he.is ready to join in that saying of an eminent 
divine, that the height of creature periection consists in a constant habit of 
drawing our happiness^from Christ’s holiness. But this being the source of his 
happiness, and the well of water” which “ springs up into everlasting life” 
being open in his bosom, and maintaining a communication with heaven, he 
finds wUhin himself, through the indweUing of the Holy Spirit, that satis- 
faction which practically excludes the imptktience of a worldly temper. And 
thus, without going further for the present, without enlarging on the doctrine 
as to whence.the satisfaction comes, w||Bimply notice the fact of Spirit’s 
ciyins within him, ** Abba,” and bearing witness with his spirit, that not 
with carnal devices, nor with the wisdom of this world, but by the grace of 
God, he is ordering his afibirs and his conversation upon the earth : he has 
this testimony within himself. 1 must repeat that 1 am not now discussing 
the question whence the Christian’s satisfaction is derived, trusting that on 
that point you have previously been well instructed. It is, however, a fact, 
that this satisfaction exists in the Christian man ; if he be faithful to him- 
self, there must be a satisfactory witness within him. 

The text declares that the go!^ man who is tme to his profession shall never 
be forsaken of the Spirit within him ; ^that the fountain open within him shall 
continue its supply. Not that it will afford a wholesale treasure, which shall 
suffice for days, months, and years.; but while In himself he is empt^ every 
day, the Christian shiUl never in reality be left empty while constant 
communici^on is kept up with the fountain that is always full. Yet, the 
immediate and proximate mflwice is a fountain within his own oonsctoce^ 
and thus shall he, in the words of the text, ** he satisfied from himself.” 

Seek, then, to maintain this testimony of ccmsoieuce ; for they who forf^t 
it, run the risk of ilaaking shipwreck of faith.” The witness of an enligh- 
tened ooQsctence is present safetv as well as present satisfaction to the OhidUh 
tian. It is safety from the invarion of lofwer motives, because it is satxsfadion 
in hifihttr. Maintain this, my dear Chyistiaii friends, and you will he blessed 
in the enjoyment of it. Oh 1 watch over your hearts, and never he satisfied 
with any di^ on w^irii you not an Inward testimony, that God is with 
you, and that you are His in His dear Son Jesus Christ. 

Cpnsid^ what things I have said this morning $ and may God give yon a 
right judgment and an honest application bl them. ^ 
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PROPERTY AND PAUPERISM. 

DKX.iySBftl> IK THB UKITXBSXTT OV BDIKBUBOH, 
BY Tax 

REV. THOMAS CHALlftERS, D.D. 


• LECTtTRE X. 

With i^speot to the different expense of a$xex8ed end unauessed parishes, 
I beg leare to read an extract irom mjr evidence on the *Poor Iaws, before a 
Committee of the House of Commons, in May, 1830 : — 

** When 1 received my summons to attend this committee, I was very aaxions 
to look into the original eommnnfraj^ns from the Sootti^ cleiOT. 1 have 
thus been able to ooUeot a f&w instances, taken at random, which 1 think will 
make that matter clear. J have noted a few parishes fix>m the Synod of Merse 
and Teviotdale, where there is an aasessment; and compared them with 
parishes (of about an equal population)^ the Synod of Argy le, which is not 


1 MERSE AND TEVIOTDALE. 

ABGYLE. 

Pariah. 

Popula- 

tion. 

£ 

»• 

d. 

Pfurito. 

Popula- 

tion. 

H 

B 

Q 

Dimae 

Seolee 

Coldatraam 

Coldingluuii 

Jedhurgh 

Eawilok 

WRlou 

il^lao .. ....... 

MordbatUe 

3,063 

1,820 

a384 

2.424 

4,434 

3,668 

1,300 

4,408 

063 

613 

327 

613 

316 

631 

399 

309 

899 

306 

13 

0' 

0 

3 

17 

14 

17 

3 

0 

6 

0 

0 

9 

0 

11 

0 

! 0 

Kiltiileliaeld& Glaa- 

aary...... 

South Bliii^Mlale . * 
North Kndapdale .. 

Inverary 

Kilninlan 

Llsmore and Appin 

SJlmerfein 

Rothaay 

KUniver 

3,400 

1,720 

2,184 

2,061 

4,064 

a407 

1,438 

4,970 

m 

30 

88 

13 

184 

30 

34 

13 

171 

23 

1 


34,743 

4,920 

D 

6 

24,242 

464 


1 


** Epr the great disproporMon here <^servabtl|e there is no other cticumstanoe 
I can asslj^, than the mere existence in the one set of parishes, and the non- 
eodstence m the other, o£ a ocnnpiilsory provision. The counties where the 
method of assessment is most general, are among the most agricultural to 
Saotland. On the other haoll Camldetown is the moat populous to Argyle- 
ahire f*-4t8 population being 7,807^ and toe toad only X141 10s. OdL : toe 
employinent of many of toe peci|de, too, is fishing s which is ve^ preoanoua — 
I will oondude this list of instances by mentioiuBg another parish to Argyle- 
shlre, K i l di o ma n ; where toe populatoin is 8,131, and the tond ^10.’** 

^Xlieva has ant bean one instenoe of starvation in an uoaaBseaed jparish ; and 
whan yon ask toe reason, you find that the want of an asaesamant was eompen- 
eated by toe development of some virtue,-<-aiieh aa todnatiy i cv by toe lond- 
ness of finendis, or hy toe aaaistanoe of the charitable. 

Xn toe abolilion of Fauperiam, toe mat aeMevement ia, not to do the totog, 
but to conidiioe otoem that it Can be dpnew Thm at« two difficulties : — 1. How 
is it possibto if we withdraw so prodigtons a sum, that toe people can main- 
tain toemseves, and avmd atarvanon ? 2. How can wo change aa .ealabliiihed 


* ** ETidenoe bsfbre a CbmmHM cf the Hooiie of Commons,, cn the 
I.aw for Ireland.** Pufaliehed in 16 of Dr. Ollialfners*)i Worn, f 
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mtem, without, in the convulsion, destropng the framework of sodety ? The 
first of these difficulties will be considerea in the present Lecture. Supposing, 
then, the Poor-Rates to be withdrawn, there are four sources of oompensa- 
tion: — 

1. Self-Preservation. — This principle would return in force, when the dis- 
turbing power was removed. One parish spends Seven Thousand Potmds a 
year on the poor ; and there are many parisnes even worse ;~^onie in which 
the rate amounts to One Found for e^ of the population. Now we consider, 
that if the Poor-Laws had not existed, one half of these pau{»ers would have 
found subsistence, from the urgency of the self-preserving principle. Hence, 
if we retrace our steps, here is a mode of diminishing the amount of Pauperism 
by one-half. 

2. Relative AfiBaction. We are not setting up a new principle ; hut removing 
an obstacle in the way of a principle of nature. The aboliUon of the law of 
Pauperism would be nobly followed up by a resnrrecdon of the social affioc- 
Uons. I reodved from Sir Thomas Acland a note, about children abandoning 
their parents to the Poor’s House. It also relates a case, in whidi so many 
loaves being allowed for every child in a pauper fomily, each ate its own a^- 
rately. The proposed law should not be for the dismissal of die present Su- 
pers, but against the admission of new Ones. 1 suppose this source of compep- 
satiou to take half of the paupers lufr by the former ; thcmgh I believe it would 
absorb the whole. 

3. Kindness of Neighbours. I suppase this source of compensation to reduce 
the number of paupers to one-eightn ; though I am quite sure it would do a 
great deal more. In the Poor’s house visits by hfrs. Pry, when (as a punish- 
ment) tea was withheld from any of the women, the others (on sucn occa- 
sions) made it up to them. 

4. Sympathy of the Rich. This would become larger and freer ; and would 
account for the remaining eighth of the paiq>er8. AU these ^ntaneous prin^ 
dplcs, which are in operation in unassessed parishes, are destroyed by the 
pmcipie of Pauperism m England $ saiA notwithstanding the Poor Ijaws, how 
loud is the cry of distress there ! Aftd* all the public allowance, you have* 
still as great an amount to provide for in private as before.* 

With respect to the ultimate effect of the law of Pauperism, I beg leave to 
read an extract from a Petitiop to Parliament, from a parish (Wombridge) in 
Shropshire, where the maintenance of the poor threatened to swallow up the 
whole value of the lands and hc^ses : — ** The annual value of lands, mines, 
and houses, in this parish, is not sufficient to maintain the numerous and 
increasing poor, even if the same were let free of rent. These circumstances 
will inemably compel the occupiers of lands and mines to relinquish them ; 
and the poor will be without relief, or any known mode of obtaining it, unless 
some assistance be speedily afibrded them.” It appears that the population of 
this parish was 1,900 ; of whops 520 were chargeable as paupers ; who had 
cost, in three months, £602 ; while the whole annual value of property rate- 
able for the support of the poor, was only £1,605. 

In the severe winter of 1816-17, the Poor Rates seem to have reached 
their limit in the parish of Christ C!hurch, Spitdfields In some cases; we 
gave as high as five shillings a week. In the case of a large famUy, that 
would not sustain them ; but thbre are several humane socieries in the neigh- 
bourhood, and they get something there. A great deal of mon^ comes mm 
the Benevolent Society, and others. We also raised a subscription, to the 
amount of £1,600, for sdling necessaries at a reduced pnce to the poor. I h£ve 
always contemplated with the greatest horror the congruences, if this sfib- 
scriprion had not been established. The Poor Rates could not have been 
increased ; for I and others in the parish believe, that if we were t6 raise the 
Rate to eight shillings instead of six, many would not be able to pay it”t 

* Under each of these fimr heads, the Lecturer quoted an extract ftcm someof his wAh 
Ushedwoxhs. > 

T HInutes of Bvidebce taken befhre a Beleot Oommitte of the House of Commens on 
the Poor Laws, in IS t7.** See the Edinburgh Eevlew** for FebmaiY, IBIS, Pages aSt, 296, 
and 296 (KC. 58, Yolume 29) i or Volntne 20 of Dr. Chalmers's Works (** mticid )Beo- 
nomy,*' Volnmo 2), Pages 3S6 and 362. 
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That Mr. Ibile, ihvoured me with the ibllowitig 

jpartEmdaie remotbm timt ngiiiftoen4 ealN^ amoontiBe to somewhere 
about £a0,000k ndsfi In 1816, for the^iatressed fomilies in ^tslfieids. His 
testimoiiy is tery dis^ct as to iti having lefo in one of the parishes (Christ 
Ohnnfo) 4 permenently increased Paoperism. The Committee who distributed 
the money, were i^tiemmi d the greatest respectability ; — attending^ nume- 
rously, every morning, as early as S^^t o*clocfc (winter) $ indefatigable in their 
daily exertilotis, whinfo oeoimied sbnost their whole time ; and unremitting in 
thsit investigations to guam ag^st imposition. But the pemidous vanity of 
all public ohari^ for £e>relim of indigence was most impressively taught by 
the nu^ that much of this money was given to unworthy objects and impostors ; 
and that many of Mr. Hale’s own workmen, earning foom fifteen to twenty 
shflUngs a-week, received ftom three to four shillings a-week from this fund. 
l>iscoveries like these induced the Committee to put an end to the distribution, 
although they had still left about J£7,000 ; of wmch JS1,000 were given to the 
** dpitalfields* Soup Society,” and the rest (at various periods) to the Spital- 
fiel^* Benevolent Society.” Many oases of Pauperism were permanently fixed 
on4he parish, where thw burden was felt for years afterwards. A similar 
e/foct was produced in the neighbotrring jMtnsb Af St. Lieonard, Shore- 
ditdb ; where the relieving overseer ^M %^d ames Holden) states: — **When 
the relief fr<<un thd subscription ceased, amptiber of those who had been par- 
takers of it, but who had not before applied for i>aroehial relief, became paupers 
on the parii^$ and 1 beUeve it had the fdfeet of increasing their pauperism.” 

Brom all this we learn, how easily a general mana^ng body may be led 
astray $ and that the only efficient way of administering reUef, is by moans of 
small independent jurisdictions. If Spitalfields wore divided into parishes of 
moderate size, each might be maintained, from its own resottrees, in comfort 
and independence, through every season of fluctuation $ and the charity of 
nature, would supersede the charity of law,^ 

* For more c^lcalar details, respectinK ttiis and other parishes, see a long Note, 
extendmg fk^m Page t51 to Pinse 25S of the *VOhristian and Civic Rconorng^ Volume 2 
Only the first half of this note is republished In Dr Chalmers's Works, Volume 15 (*< Chris- 
tian and Economlo Polity,** Volume 2), Pages 15S to ISO. We need not point out to our 
readers the obvfaras hearing of this Lecture on tiie Irish Pauperism of 1S4G-7, anti the 

gigantie aTstem adopted to reUavedt. * 
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1 * and waiteth awjLij : t/ea, man givetk up the ghoatj and where is 

he?** — Job xiv. 10. a' » 

TT are led to the consideration of this Important portion of 

iioly Wnt, by the removal from time to eternity of no less than four members 
of our chuioh militant, who forixM|^ in this sanctuary, worshipped the God 
of tbeir fathera This, indeed, is iBovent that speaks forcibly this morning to 
every heart, and reminds us all, that “ here we have no continuing city,” and 
mat this world is not our home. During the past week, three have b^n laid 
in the silent tomb j and their spirits are gone to 

That bourne from whence no travellex^j^tums.** 

The voice of inspiration declares — “ It is appoiiimd unto all men once to die, 
and after that the Judgment.” Our entrance and continuance in this transi- 
tory state, is 6xed by our Almighty Creator, • in whom we live and move and 
have our being.” 

I^ing, then, that these things are so, well may the apostle Peter exclaim — 
“ All flesh Is as grass, and all the gloryof man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withweth, and the flower thereof f^leth away ; but the Word of theXiordendureth 
for ever. And this is the Word, which by the Gospel is. preached unto yon-*^ 
It may be needful to observe, that man whs or^inaily formed to be a repre^ 
sentativo of God's morsd perfections-— namely. Hie wisdom, goodness, holiness, 
and truth. In fact, the Almigh^ could have had no other design in creating 
him, but to feel the self-sat^action (if we may so speak,) of acting in a man- 
ner suitable to the exalted dignity of His own immaculate nature and charac- 
ter, and to view a creature, every way worthy of its Divine Author — a crea- 
ture, that shoifld possess the needful jiggers to contemplate the Divine perfeo- 
fections^admiro the Divine works of pfovidence and graoei, and express the 
most Ardent biasings in thanksgiving and praise. But alas ! by the apostacy 
and rebelhon of our first parents, the scene is changed, and holiness and hap- 
piness must now be souglit after—— 

lu fairer worlds on high.** 

It is an acknowledged truth, that ^ob very justly described the state of all 
men, when he said — “ Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of 
troublo — (y^s, we are all alike bom to it, being born in sin ; sin and 
tremble go tog^her. Hence it is, that aU men have their troablet^ afflictions, 
Acd miseries— some of one sort, and some of anoth^ s oi\ as the original wordi 
f*"®-** commotion, disquietude, and uneasiness “ he cometh 
forth li^ a flower, ^d is cut down” (by death) 5 ** be fleeth also as a shadow, 
and continueth not. But for our consolation. He who bath mnouered deaflh 
g^o^ly says, « I am tbe resurrection and the life; be that b^eveth In Me^ 
t^ugh he were dead, yet sheU k® live 5 and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me, shall neyer die, * 

We would here observe, that death may be said to be of tbm kinds— 
namely, neural, spiritual, epd eternal. Natmiil ^atb consists iu the cessa- 
tmn of all the motions of theddood and lungs, and a separation of the soul aa;^ 
body 5 spiritual, moral death is a privation of the image of God in the soul > 
eternal » the everlasting separation of the soul, from communion with , 

u> which Job doubtless allud^,, in the nineteenth chapterof this book* 
where we read-p“ I know that my Bedeemer livetli, and that He shall stand 
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at the U^ter day upon the earth ; and though after my skin, worms destroy 
this bo^y yet in mf flesh shall 1 see God ; whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behmd, and not another.*' 

The immortality of the soul (at least to a certain extent,) may be regarded 
as an artiele of faith by those who are strenuous advocates of natural religion ; 
but it is the province of revelation ^one, to iiiform us, « how the ashes of the 
dead shall be recollected and remodelled, and the dry bones become impreg- 
nated with life, ** in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump 
so beautifully described bj'' the apostle^** when the trumpet shall sound, and 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, ^d we shall be changed." 

In selecting this memorable declaration of the patriarch Job, it is' not our 
intexifion to make any further reference to our departed friends, excepting that 
we may by Ihvine grace be enabled to “ follow them, so far as they followed 
Christ," together with all those who have entered the mansions of the blessed, 
and are now inheriting the promises ; and for this end, it behoves us rather as 
individuals to examine the foundation, upon which we are building our own 
hopes for eternity — for with many of us it may he justly said, that the ” time 
fiif our departure is at hand." Happy, indeed, will it be then for us, if in that 
tiylng hour we can sav with the apostl^ ** I have fought a good flght, 1 have 
flnlshed my course, I nave kc^t the fmth ; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me 
at that day ; and not to me only, hut imto all them also, that love His appear- 
ing." Thus a solution may easily be given to the question in our text — Man 
dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ?*’ 

In these memorfdje woius we have, first, a solemn dedaration, which deeply 
concerns us all $ and, secondly, a momentous inquiry made. 

1 We have» in the first place, a most solemn and humiliating declaration 
idve to all men — " Man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up the ghost." 

This is indeed a truth, for the proof of which no arguments are necessary : 
it is one which never has been, and never can be called in question — one, of 
which we are all witnesses $ yea, we need only ask — 

** Where sr#thefstbQrs-->whithergone 
The mlshty men of old ? The patriarchs. 

Prophets, princes, kings, In si^ed hooks 
Efhrolled f Ooae to the resting-place 
Of man — the everlasting home — 

Where ages past have gone before. 

Where fhture ages come.** 

llieir place in this terregtlal ball knoweth them no more — they are dead. 
We see others around us following them to '‘their long homo \ we behold 
friends and neighbours falling into the grave, like leaves from the trees in 
autumn ; and we know that the same diestioy i^aits ourselves. However 
various may he the opinions of men, on other su^ects, and whatever doubts 
they mfk^y entertmn on other points, each will agree 4n saying with the 
patriarch-— 1 know that Thou wUtj^aring me to death, and to the house 
appointed for all living." 

The solepin declaration in our text, therefore, cannot be questioned. It 
may, however, be profitable tor us to inqixire^what are the lessons to be 
deduced from it ? 

We remark, first, that it is a very afibeting truth : ** Man dieth, and 
wasteth away," The Hebrew word here used by Job, denotes " a mighty 
man," one e^ued with superior strength, and is derived from the Hebrew 
xooi^ which signifiee to prevail, or excel In valour, or strength ; and thus we 
leam, that the.mighty men of the earth, the noble, the rich,|ifind the wise 
cannot prevail^ or overcome in the conflict with death— but like the new-born 
babe the bumble peasant, must **<die, and waste away.** Tes, man, the 
lord of this lower world, and the gdory of creation, . whom the ^eat Jehovah 
made on^ lower than the angels," and crowned him with glory 

and honour," must ^*die and waste away $" even man, " madehfter the image 
of hit God," lifted with reason, and endued with many excellent faculties — 
the only creatixfo that treads the earth, who Ik Oapabie of knowing, worship- 
ping, and sm^ing his Creator— must " die and waste awsy." 

And to this Ifob fiuN^r adds—" Man giveth up the ghost’* How it Is 
worthy of remark, that In #»e original the inspbm penman here uses a 
different word ha* nuUk^Moatiiely, ^ Adam," the appellaUve name of our human 
nature, and typical of the dim of the ground, Jttofa which our triune God 
formed man, whm& ** He breathed into his nostrils the breath of Itfe^ and man 
became a living eouL" Oh I then, my brethren, whenever we behold man, 
warm with lim^ flushed with hope, moonttng in hosUh, active, animated 
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ent^rising, energetic, thinking, reasoning and ooniffrsing — let us not forget 
this affecting coiuideration, that the seeds of decay and death, are even now 
sown within his frame ; that when a few more suns shall have rolled away, he 
will be a lifeless corpse^cold, motionless, and mute — ^wasting away in the 
grave— a prey to corruption, and the food of worms. 

Secondly, the declaration in our test affbrds us also an Instructive lesson 5 
for it teaches us, that man should be humble. Alas ! how inconsistent and absurd 
it is, for any of us to be high-minded, or to indulge feelings of vanity, pride, and 
self-importance, knowing that we must so soon die^ and ** see corruption !** 

Moreover, we should learn from it, the value of time ; for if man most so 
soon “ die, waste away, and give up the gho8t**-^if the time allotted ns in 
this, our probationaiy state, be only Hmited — if our last* day and our last hour 
on earth, must soon anrive — ^how precious is the present time! how diligent 
should we all he, in redeeming it I Jn fact, ought we not to tremble at 
the very thought of misemploying it? And therefore, how careful 
should we be, to devote it to the great ends and purposes for which our Crea- 
tor has entrusted it to us, remembering that we are on)^ stewards, and in the 
great day of reckoning we mtSst each give an account to Him of tlie manner 
in which it has been employed, as wcU as the use made of the other talents 
committed to our care I 

But we may also further learn from this solemn declaration, that we must 
fdl die — the nature of sin, the infinite evil, and the awful cons^uenoes of it. 
For what is death, but the fruit of sin ? If man had never sinned, man had 
never died. “ The wages of sin is death” “ By one man, sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin.” It may be said, that spiritual death, the death of 
the soul, seems principally alluded to, in these passages of Scripture ; but we 
must not forget, that they are also equally applicable to temporal death-*<thc 
death of the body, — ^for this is likewise the fatal consequence of man’s trans- 
gression of his Maker’s law. For instance, if Adam hc^ remained stedfast in 
his obedience to Jehovah, he and all his posterity would have lived for ever — 
none would have had to pass through the dark ** valley of the shadow of 
death” — none would have ** died and wasted away.” Whenever, therefore, 
you think of death, and of all the solemn circumstances by which it is attended 
— the various diseases, to which mortality is liable, and the acute pains, which 
are of^n its forerunners, together with the pangs and struggles of dissolving 
nature — ^the shroud, the coffin, ttojgUBve, and the worm — ^let me beseech you, 
my brethren, to regard all thescMib iHe lamentable consequences of sin — for in 
them we behold the g]^t evil of sin, together with God’s hatred and wrath 
denounced against it. ^ ^ 

Surely, therefore, it must be admitted, that if we tre anxious to inhabit the 
mansions of holiness and peace, we must learn to hate sin of every kind, 
and to shudder at the thought of committing it $ yea, to shun it as our greatest 
bane, onr bltterestM|^emy, and to turn from it, as we would from the destruc- 
tive adder in our however plefising and alluring the form in which it 
may present itself to aur view ; and above all, to seek for Hivine ^ace, to 
be enabled so to do. praying continually and fervently for deliverance from the 
pollution, the power, and the love of sin. 

' We may further learn from this instructive lesson, that God will most 
certainly execute the judgments that He tlireatens in His holy Word. When 
the Lord denounced death as a punishment of transgression, He said to Adam, 
in reference to the fruit of the lorbid^den tree— “ In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.*’ Satan, however, persuaded Eve, that what the 
Lord had tipeatened, He would not perform : — ** Ye shall not surely die,” said 
the tempter ; and Eve, unhappily lor herself, and all mankind, listened to the 
suggestion. We know the result. The falsehood of Satan, and the truth of 
G^ were manifested in the infiictkai of the threatened punishment. And is 
it not still one of the crafty devices of the great adversary of mankind, to per- 
suade men, that God wiU do znuchi less than He aifye ; that He will not execute 
the awful judgments denounced in Hit holy Word, upon impenitent offenders? 
Ob ! my Isnetliren, let us not listen to the deceitful suggestions of Satan, which 
our own deceitful hearts ard but too ready to second, but learn from the awful 
proof of the uttfalling truth and inflexible justace of God, which death aflbrds, 
that ** He is act a tx>aa that He should lie, d^the son of man that He aboiild 
repent. Hatli He s^ and shall He not do it ? or hath He spoken, and ahall 
He not make it good ?” 

The declaratl^ in our text conttuns the most important Information^ and 
deeply concerns .us all ; for all— high and low, rich and poop^^^M and ywmg — 
must die, ^ waste away, and give up the ghost.” Yea, it is the moat impor* * 
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taut miormation that fpuU possibly reach the ears of mortals ; for if it be, 
admitted, tliat the present life is our only state of probation for eternity, (and this 
surely, none will venture for one moment to question,) bear in iftiind — death closes 
that state, seals our eternal doom, and fixes us in a state of happiness beyond 
conception, or of misery beyond description, and that for ever aud for ever. 

IL We have, hoVever, in the words of our text, not only a most solemn 
declaxatioD ; but also, in ^e second-place, a momentous inquiry is made — ** Man 
dieth, and wasteth away ; ^ea, man ^veth up the ghost, and where is he ?** 

It is plain that this inquiry relates not to the body, but to the soul of man, 
wh|ph is indeed, as is here intimated, the man himself. Where the body is, 
may soon be ascertained. The very spot beneath, where it lies wasting away 
and mouldering into d!hst, can generally be easilv pointed out. But where— oh ! 
where is the immortal soul ? It is the body only that dies— the soul can never 
die. While the body Hes wasting away in the dust, the soul is still in existence, 
it still thinks and fi^s — ^is bless^ or ** tormented**— is happv, or is miserable. 

This is evident from Scripture. “ To-day,** said the Saviour to the dying 
thief upon the cross^ ** to-^y shalt thou be with Me in Paradise :** not 
at some future distant period, but to-day.'* St. Paul tells the Philippians — 
am in a strait, betwixt two, having a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ, which is far better ; neverthdess, to abide in the fiiesh is more need- 
ful for yon.*’ He was aware that his longer continuance in this ** vale of 
tears,** that he might exhort, and comfort^ and charge them, would be more 
beneficial to them ; but as far as regarded his own fedlngs and prospects, ho 
longpd for death— he had ** a desire to depart,** that he might the sooner enter 
upon the possession of the happiness, which, he was divindy assured, awaited 
him. Bqt he would not have ^t in the strait which he describes — ^he would 
not have desired, so ardently, the moment of his departure, had he not been 
fulfy persuaded, that as soon as he should depart this life, he would be with 
Cbrat. The same persuasion, this inspired apostle elsewhere thus expresses :<r- 
I desire to be dissolved, and to be with Christ.** This dearly shows us, that he 
r^arded the hour of his dissolution, as the period in whidihe ghould be for ever 
w^ his glorified Lord, and in the enjoyment of happiness, ** which eye hath not 
seen, nor ^r heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive.’* 
The same great truth, which is so clearly established by these passages of 
Holy Writ, is likewise intimated In the parable of the rich man and La^ms, 
and thus recorded by St. Luke : — It came to paas that the beggar diSd, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s hosom.** Here it is obviously 
implied, that this was done immediatdy — ^that no soofier was he dead, than 
the angels took charge of his soul and conducted it to*the mansions of bliss. 
** The rich man also died, and was buried ; and in hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torments,” How it is manifest, that while the body was in the tomb, 
the soul was in torments. Guided, then, by tiie light of Scripture, we 
may safely find an answer to the solemn inquiry — ” Whenais he ?” For the 
very moment thp soul bids farewell to this world he enters cne world of spirits, 
enters upon a state of everlasting happiness or woe. 

Here» then, my brethren, these important questions come at once before us : 
— Was he really one who had experienced the second birth ; a heaven-bom 
souL a meek and humble believer in tlie Friend of sinners ; one who redeemed 
the time, and duly improved every opportunity granted to him in this transi- 
tory woiid, and while it was ** the accepted time, and the day of salvation,** 
sou^t and found acceptance with his God ? Was he one who bad repent^ 
and been converted from **the error of hjs ways,** thro^h the grace of the 
Hdiy Spirit, and whose sins had been blotted out in ** uie fountain opened 
for sin and uncleanness,*’ even ‘Hhe blood of Jesus Christ, whiSn cleanseth 
from ail sin f ” — one who had lived ** the life which be lived in the fiesh, by the 
feitii of the Son of God ?” And is it inquired by aziv, ** where is he ?** 
tion makes the reply Ho has entered Into peace,** amidst the congratulatory 
salutations of kinm^ spirits ; while every golden harp was strung* to welcome 
him into the celestial dty. Tes, the ve^ instant the brittle ^hrm of life is cut 
asunder, and the soul of the believer in Jesus is disentangled feom the tenement 
of day, in which H was imprisoned. It flies to the Mdona of parity and peace, 
and a convoy of angda apmhited to conduct him to pronuaed to 
the enjoyment of uamternipteMliss which shall never, never fade away. 

** <Ui I lisjiW I that brsalcs » 

Thst mmufKMMi tw sails feonn exile home ; 

ThMk^ to tiatttre's great metropolis ; 

And rsHsdmSta m through the guardiim band 
Of eldMr brothere, to our Father's throne.** 

Bat we must now, my brethren, take also another view of this subject ; and 
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although it is the dark side, we dare not overlook It, lest the Uood of that 
unhappy class to Which it refers should be required at our hands, for prockdm- 
ing “peace,” wh^n God himself has declared— “ Inhere is no peace to the 
wicked.^ Hence should it be asked — Where is he,‘* who trifled away his 
“ day of grace,” and not only neglected but refused to accept the offer of a full 
and free salvation which the Gospel proclaims ? “ Where is he,” who lived 
and died, impenitent and unrenewed ? Here again we must resort to the 
Scriptures of truth, as our unerring guide, in the solution of this question ; 
and alas ! there we are told, he has enter^ upon an inheritance of everlasting 
wretchedness — where hope never comes— where the voice of mercy shall never 
be heard— where the only sounds are those of “ weeping, and wailiug, and 
gnashing of teeth” — ^where the only feelings are those of anguish, aid torture, 
and despair — ghero mis-spent Sabbaths are bitterly deplor^, ^d the means 
of grace that were once possessed, increase the condemnation. 

, In a review of this ^bject, well may we exclaim with Moses : “ Oh I that 
men were wise, that tlliy understood this, that they would consider their latter 
end,” and examine their own prospects for eternity, daily seeking Divine aid, 
to enable them to prepare for “the hour of death,” and “the day of judgment.” 
And here, my brethren we would ask, “ as stewards of the mysteries of God” 
—Have you made this the grand busmess of your life ; namely, to prepare 
for death— to lay up, not merely treasures on earth, but treasures in heaven ? 
Oh I do not banish from your minds the solemn declaration, and momentous , 
inquiry in our text ; but remember, prepared or unprepared, yon must soon 
die, must soon “ give up the ghost,” and waste away in the dreary chambers, 
of the grave. The solemn words — “ Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust,” must soon be pronounced over our lifeless bodies ; aud God only knows 
how soon, or suddenly. ^ 

“Suffer,” then, “we beseech you, my brethren, the word of exhortation 
and permit that secret monitor, conscience, to pronounce this day its faithful 
verdict — whether you are living for time, or for eternity. Leave no longer 
unanswered and undecided this momentous question, “ Are you prepared to die ?” 

If you are, indeed, really prCpi^ed for this change $ if your* “loins are 
girded about, aud your lamps burning 5” if you have repented opsin, which 
nailed the Bedeemer to the. fatal tree, and by Divine grace, have “ washed 
your robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb,” for sinners slain ; 
if you have committed your souls to the keeping of Jesus ; ii you are liviqg a 
life of faith on the Son of God, panting after hoUness ; happy, thrice happy 
are ye ; for to you, death will then come deprived of his terrors, disarmed of 
»hi8 sting, “swallowed up in victory.” Yes, death will then come to you, as an 
angel commissioned to place upon your ^eads a crown of unfading riory, to 
give you possession of “the rest which remaineth for the people of God,” to 
tishef you into ^hose mansions, where “ there’ is fulness of joy,” wberQ 
“ there are pleasiues for evermore.” 

But if, on the contrary, you se6k not, at a throne of grace and mercy, this 
needful preparation of heart and life 1 if you die in the ways of carelessness 
and sin, formality, lukewarmness, and self-righteousness ; in a word, if you 
live and die without God, without an interest in tl]» salvation wrought out by 
Chxisk death will then assuredly come to you with his sting, will come to you as 
the “ king of terrors,” will come to you, not as angel of peace, but as an evil spirit, 
to seal your doom, to usher you into the abodes of endless misery aqd woe. 

While, then, four lamp of life continues to bum ; yea. before it be too late, 
we would entreat all who are not “seeking the kingdom of God, and His right- 
eosness,” tapaose for one moment, and “ consider their ways.” As yet, it is not 
too late to “flee from the wrath to come fat the voice m mercy still cries — 
“Seek ye the Lord, while He, may be found $ call ye upon Him while He is 
near. Let the wicked lorsi^e his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
aud let him Yetum unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, for He will abundantly pardon;” Obey, then, this Divine invitation, 
and fdl will be weU. live, henceforward, at the foot of EmmahuelV cross, 
with etemi)^ ever in your eye, and heaven in your haart^j and then, indeed, 
shall your death be happyMfor when called to ente the “valley of tlie 
shadow of death,” the Lord has engaged to suppoiiX apd Ifles^eu ; for “lare- 
cioos in the s%ht of the Lord, is the death of His will then be 

enabled to lay your sinking head upon yohr dyii% and 

composure, liaying*-*-“Lord, how lettest Thou Thy s^ant 'pesucR i 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.” ^ ^ 

That this may be the dying experience of us all, may thr His 

inflnite mercy, grant, for ChHst*s sake. 
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“ And when lie is come, He wiU reprpve ihe world of ein, and of righteousness, 
and judgment: of sin, because they believe not on Me} of righteousness, because 
I go to My Father^ and ye see Me no more ; ff judgtneni, because the prince of this 
world is judged* '-^cAxanvi, B — 11 . • 

The |>receding verss I have previously explained, and have showed how it 
was expedient that Christ should go away. The very beautiful character 
under which the Spirit is set forth — namely, that of the Comforter, I have also 
endeavoured to iUustrate. To*day I proceed, in dependence upon His strength, 
as fully as the limits of a sln^e discourse will allow, to explain the three*fold 
object of the mlsson of the Comforter ; first. His convincing "of sin” — secondly, 
"of righteousness” — and thirdly, "of judgment.” 

Before proceeding, however, I may e^lain to you that the word •• reprove” 
does not fully and strictly embody the idea of the originaL " To reprove the 
world of sin” is one thing ; but, (as the original expression beyond all doubt 
implies,) " to convince the world of sin” is quite another thing. The reproof of 
lin has bdin the practice of philosophers, the object of poets, the office of 
moralists, the aim of satirists, in every qge. Every excellence, by its exercise, 
reproves the oppq^tite. Parents reprove their children { silent virtue reproves 
obtx^ive and offensive vice. But sin may be reproved, and yet it may not be 
eradicated ; sin may be silenced by exposure, and yet it may not be subdued 
by a power adequate to exterminate and to destroy it. Henoe the x^ep^oofs of 
tike world have fallen dpon the sins of the world, whether those reproofs have** 
been administered by poets or philosophers or by parents, too fjiten as the 
wind falls upon the bleak ,hill, or the waves of the sea heat upon the solid 
rock-T-leaving not an impression, or vestige, or memorial, '^hind. But 
the strict meaning of the word which is here translated " rejnfOve,” is as it 
is translated in other portions of Scripture, " convince.” It is fdso translated, 
"rebuke;” and in every lexicon that I have opened, it is debned to be— "to 
reprove irrcfragably; to refute entirely; to convince of error ; to correct by 
chastilement ; to bring to fight ; (to expose ; to convict.” These aie the words 
that correspond to the original here ; and it means therefore that the^Bpirit 
shall not only reprove the world”-— but, as it ought to he rendered, " shall con- 
vince, or convict, the world.” 

Now what seems to be implied in the expression to *• convince,” or to “ con- 
vict ?” It means, to bring home sin to one*8 judgment, and to render all 
denial impossible; to bring home sin to one's conscience, and to render all 
evarion absolutely impracticable. It means, to work into the very heart a 
living and an abiding sense of sin, that never shali he destroyed — ^to unveil sin 
in its own hlding-«>]^ace — ^to detect it when it }uxi» in the core of the most 
exquirite bud, or vrhen it nestles In the bosom of the mos| fragrant and the 
most beaiftilul fiower— to render ein iacaifable of coneeSling itself by a mask 
— to fik upon it the sinner's eye so intently* that be shall see it lurking in the 
recesses of his soi^ lying Where he never suspected it to be before, nestling 
amidst the affijcticils be twmght holy, dinghy to the habits be thought beauti- 
ful, and stsSftiiig all fttslMitttre so entirely by its Venom, that he shall fed 
that hone but mb Omdibbient Spirit of God can enable bkn to get rid of it. 

This, then. Is the fnU import of the expression ; The Spirit sfiall convict, 
or convince, '&4^orid of sin.” 

* For fthe prefiottf gsriaoas of this Course, see anict Nos. 1,358, 1,361, t,349-t0, »nd 1,366. 
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It is e^y to conrince a man of outward offences— to show that they are so, 
— ^bttt it is difficult, nay, so difficult that none but the Eternal Spirit can reach, 
and Ommpotence achieve it — to convince the honourable, the great, the 
upright, the moral, that all their ezcellencies are like flowers and leaves torn 
from the root, and doomed soon to fade, and that the only excellencies that 
will survive the storm, and bid defiance to the grave, and spread tlieir petids 
and bloom in amaranthine beaut^r, are those which spring from the living 
principle imparted by the Holy Spirit of God. 

Many have tried to “ convince of sin,’* besides the Holy Spirit. Coiiscience 
tries ; and sometimes the world speaks as if conscience were the onlj( stand- 
ard of what is tfue, and the only criterion of what is holy ; but 1 need not 
inform you, my dear friends, that conscience, just like every faculty in man, 
has suffered by the fall. The intellect has been dimmed, and cannot see 
clearly ; the heart has been hardened, ^nd cannot feel profoundly ; the con- 
science has become deadened and seared, so that it does not respond to truth 
and error, knd holiness and sin, as it responded in Paradise. And therefore 
conscience can neither be a perfect standard of truth or error. 1 admit, 
conscience is seldom utterly dead : it may be stnpified, it maybe drugged, 
it may be bribed, its iroice may be drowned amid the stir and bustie of 
the world — ^so that a man may get rid of its tormenting presence and hear it 
barking at his heels no more^ for a season ; but ultima^y it will regmn all 
its pristine energies, and thunder forth its accusations amid the stillness of 
despair. It ne^s no material flame, and no literal living worm, but only a 
quivering guilty conscience, to make Paradise a Pandemonium, and the 
sweetest nook of earth an intolerable helL 

Conscience, then, I say, while it lives, does try to convince men ; but it fails 
to do so with any sensible results. It protests against a thousand sins ; and 
no man sins without hearing, the protests and remonstrances of that solemn 
monitor. You know that when you have plunged into what is wrong, a silent 
and a secret whispering has been felt within, more or less, positively protesting 
against it; but you have defied it, y^ou have mastered it, yon have l^ibed it. 
And after conscience has protested for years, and protested unsuccewfnlly, it 
becomes more or less stupefied, and falls asleep, till the first sound of the sum- 
mons from the jud^ent>seat quickens its dead and slumbering powers, ang 
makes it reason again “ righteousness, temperance, and judgment to coiu^ 

Qr if conscience has not been lulled asleep by continuous sin — sin know-» 
ingly indulged in — ^it h&s then recourse to the only other expedient— to tliose 
atoning efficacies said to be in all the relics and pre8cripti6iis of an absurd super- 
stition. It counts its beads, and connives at ^n. ^e sin is perpetrated upon 
one side of the street, and conscience hurries to the opposite for its opiate, the 
confession-box, and gets absolution for the nonce ; and thus sinniAg and 
thus being absolved, life ceases to be a straggle, the passions ratify them- 
selves, conscience counts its beads, the sinner is at rest till he wakens from 
the dead, and stands at God’s judgment^seat, and learns, when the lesson is 
too late, that he passed to eternity **withaUe in his right hand/’ I saw 
instances of this, when I lately visited the coast of France. I there saw 
])eo|de, on the Sabbath nsorning, at the church door, selling their goods, run- 
ning in to hear a snatch of the mass, and coming but again to deal with their 
customers. Or you will see the crucifix hanging over the orgies of tlm 
drunkard, and the statue of the Saviour looked at fw consolation, while God^ 
law is op^y and deliberately violated under its shadow. ^ 

Such, then, is* the effect Of su^rstitioii— the other altemative^ when con- 
science ke^s alive. 

But besides oonsdeoce, God’s law has also endeavoured to convince of sin. 
There is the law of miblic opinion : this reproves some sixis, while it connives 
at otliers; yet so fdPas it goes, it is delightful. One rejoices to see in the 
preaeut day, that there is such a thing as' a healthy public opinion f and in 
this land, where it spreads like the atmosphero, from the pala^ of the queen 
to the. hut of the peasanV no man can commit wii^ednenl o|^y without 
meetix^ with most eloquent and rebuke. hi f^s country a 

press, with aU its faults, of imrlyaSm purity — a piess^thdl^ 
indulge in thff^erspouti^ of the innocent ; and I believe, >Hth faults, it 
has never bee^, without a word of protest in behalf of the ru^l^ the 
the good. Wit have also the law of 3inai. It commanda* %;tlie of 

thunder, the duties which it reveals by the lightffing’s that law 
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only speaks of outward acts ; it lops aft branches, it cuts off a main stem — 
but as soon as it has done so, a thousand'shoots start from the root, a^ the 
latter end of that man is worse than the beginning. The only being, then, 
that can convince of sin savingly, really, deeply, is the Holy Spirit ; and He 
so convinces the sinner of its condemnation, that he will rush with instan- 
taneous speed to that only refuge, the righteousness of Jesus ; and He so con- 
vinces of its vileness, that, siil becomes to the Christian’s soul what pain 
becomes to his physical economy. 1 do not believe we are as yet what we 
should be— in so thoroughly Christian a state, that we, should feel sin to be to our 
oonsciepces what pain is to our body. Prick the finger— every nerve thiiUs, 
till it reaches the seat of all feeling. Let a Christian touch sin, or come into 
contact with the unholy, and conscience responds to it, rebukes it, and his 
heart is pierced and pained by it. 

It is so, then, when the Holy Spirit of God convinces of sin. He convinces 
us of its condemning results ; He convinces us of its hateful cliaracter $ He 
convinces us of its danger to our souls ; and Be convinces us of its detestable 
nuture in the sight of a holy God. And, my dear friends, 1 cannot but just 
stop here to remark, that this is the very reason why a sermon preached to a 
thousand lays hold of the hearts and consciences of some, and seems to be to 
the ears of others but a piece of beautiful melody or exquisite music* In the 
one case, the preacher’s arguments and eloquence have l^n the only convinc- 
ing powers — ^in. the other cai^ the Holy Spirit of God has taken the truths 
that the preacher , told, and has so impressed them on the conscience that tlie 
impress has remained indelible for ever. And if, mv dear friends, it be, as 1 
soleomly believe it to he, the most responsible of all positions upon earth,- to 
sit in ttese pews and hear this Go8X)el, at least honestly and Mthfully pro- 
claimed — if it be true that being so proclaimed it is ** a savour of life unto 
life, or a savour of death unto death,” — then I ask you, if it be not right, if 
it be not your duty, if it be not your interest, when you come into the house 
of God, that your hearts should rise to His throne, and that you should ask 
Him, idth all the intensity of one that feels the importance of the subject, 
that He would make not only the preacher, speak faithfully, but that by His 
^^oly Spirit He would make the preacher’s truths sink deeply into the inmost 
I of your hearts. ■ 

L Having noticed, then, in these prdiminary remarks, the contrast that sub- 
sists between the operations of the Hdly Spirit and the operations of all other 
agem^ whatever, I hotieo now that one special sin is made the subject of 
the conviction of - the Spirit of God. It is not said here that He shall con- 
vince the worb^of that by which the wmrld is frightfully stained — ^its intern* 
^peranee,— or, that He sb^l convince the world of that by which the world is no 
%S8 btBnded;— its avarice, its covetousness, and its selfishness. These are sins 
ci fiagvant llbormity and of deepest dye, and I do not mean to say one 
word Shat may tend in the least d^r^ to imply that these sins are not hateful 
and horxihlb In the sight of God, as well as in the judgment of Christians ; 
but there is one sin which outw^gbs them all in its guilt — which is darker 
and deeper stlfi In its characteristics, — a sin that lies too at every man’s door 
7 -^ the door of the greatest philanthropist and at tiie door of the most 
p^torious felon,— a sin m which we have aU been guilty, but from which, 1 
'%asS, we shall all be delivered, — a sin that ties to us all sins, and prevents the 
forgiveness of any sins; and that is the sin which the Spirit of God singles 
cfut M great condemning sin of the world. “He shall* convince them of 
sin, because th^ hriieve not on Me,” Strange it is, bnt no less strange than 
true, tha^ this is . just the sin of which we have no conception, except by the 
teadbing of the Holy Spirit of God. Conscience does jpt accuse you of this 
sin.; society will not denounce you for this sin. It mky denounce you for 
your drunkenness, or^your avarice, or your dishonesty ; hut your oonsdence 
never smote you with ' the guilt of unbelief in Christ, nor will society; from 
any its tribSiiEi|t}% : nmounce a Verdict of iximimnation on a man because 
he does not And fflR^ver think.jit is a sin ; and in your 

prayers an4«. at thronem grace, how few feel, and how lew 

acknowle4giw;jMutt 'that one sin outweighs ail sins in its |d]^itUde^ and that 
from that nothing but the blood of tlie Incarnate God^n cleanse, and 
that nothing joirt the Omnipotence of the eternal Spirit can^oroughly and 
utterly eradkata it ! “And when He is come, He will reprove the world of 
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sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment : of sih, hecause they believe not 
on Me.'* 

You ask me— how this can he so heinous a sin. My dear friends, because 
in few words, it is just this ; it is rejecting the g^t remedy for all sin ; it is sus- 
pecting the love, doubting the mercy, disputing the sufficiency of the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is not one sin, of which you that have heard 
the Gospel havosbeen guilty in the past, let its flagrancy have been what it 
may, greater than this sin, which outweighs and outmeasures them all. It 
will be the condemning sin of a lost and ruined multitude. And why so ? 
Because by the sin of Unbelief, you say that your sins are not so great that they 
need such blood to forgive them a you practically say — * We will not only go 
before God amid the n&s of a tn^eh law, but we will deliberately reject the 
only remedy that God has made for its removal.' You not only sin against 
the justice, which says, '*Thou shalt not but you sin against the love which 
bled and died for you ; it is a sin not only against law, which the Gospel tells 
you can be forgiven, but it is a sin against the 'Gospel, for which there is no 
future forgiveness ;• it is. not a sin merely against God as a judge, but it is a 
sin against God as a Saviour. And those persons approach more or less to the 
guilt of this sin, who4lave doubts whether Christ will have mercy on\hem 
that appeal to Him — who have suspicions lest his blood be not adequate to 
cleanse them — who think they are too sinful to go to Him — who fancy that He 
would thrust them away if they were to make the experiment. My deai^ 
friends, He “ waits to be gracious He stands for the purpose of receiving to 
His bosom, not little sinners or leas sinners, but»the greatest of sinners, the 
chiefest of sinners. And he is not the man that honours Christ, who stands 
aloof and says — “ Oh I I am too bad to go to Him but he is the man that 
honours that Saviour, who rushes with the speed of the eagle's wing to His 
bosom, beseeching Him to forgive him by His precious blood, and to justify 
him by His glorious righteousness, and that “ without money and without 
price” — without pledge or promise of any sort or. description whatever. 

Hence, the greatness of the sin of refusing to believe in Jesus. 1 jmlemniy 
believe that the great secret of all your mistakes and your standing aloof from 
the Gospel, is that you think of your sins as if they were greater than # 
Saviour’s mercy, and that you think of Christ as a stiff and ceremonial taBk<^ 
master. There cannot be a greater mistake. If there be a single obstructim 
betw^n the greatest sinner in tlds assembly and the bosom of God, what is 
that obstruction, and where is it ? It is not in God — it is in your liearts, and 
in them alone; and your condemning sin at the judgment, if (x^emned, 
(which may God forMd !) will be this — not that your sins were too great to be 
forgiven, or that your char^ter was too abandoned to be reclaimed, or that 
your ruin was too deep for recovery — ^b«t it will be this, — that you would not 
believe in Jesus and take Him as the remedy; for *'he that^believeth shall 
be saved,” while ** he th^t believeth not shall Ito condemned.” The Spirit, 
then, was to convince of sin, in not b^eving upon Jesus. 

1 have tried to explain this to you. I wish ! could embody the ideas that 
are in my mind in the language that 1 would prefer. I "wish 1 could convey 
this great truth to yibn more cleariy, more vividly ; bik supposing 1 had the 
power which humanity has not, it would be all as ** sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal,” tmless the Holy Spirit of God convince you of it. And now, my4ear 
mends, may that Spirit convitt<^, you of it ! Mky He make you feel this 1 
May He lead you to £dow that you axe welcome to the bosom of your Idessed 
Saviour ; that the most holy of you need that blood, and the most guilty of you 
are not beyond its eflleacy I And may He so reveal to yon the excdUency of 
that Saviour, that you snail ” count all things but loss, for the excellency of 
Hie knowledge !” And then yout Ifmguage wotdd be, not — * How could I 
have been guilty of Sicb folly ?" I could make you say that : but — * How could 
I have been guilty of such wickedness Thati the Holy Spirit alone can ^a- 

ble you to say; , " s. 

Perhaps some one asks, (and I ^me one mav ask What is it to 
bdlieve in Christ ?” My dekr frienii^ it is the simpest thing |n deffnitlon in 
the world. It is to Iikh that if were to sink you to the very depths ox 
irreversible, dteriial, hop^ess rMn, He would not innict a punishxiumt greater 
than your sinf|^ve deserved ; but, on the other hand, itistofei^thid if, in the 
name and through thd rlghteousn^ of Christ, He were to raise you to a ^lory 
too brilliant for mdr^l eye to look on, and too magnificent for rise human 
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taamoelve,-Hiiu 1^017 III whk^ ang^ no 

mail liath sees . — Qoa wmiid not boHoir nj^ you a gfeatw boon ?thaii 
CSiiiat'a < 

IL But time, 1 tmiit, will atill permit me to lay a word or two c^ion the 
second dirisiaa of the sabject ; when the Holy Spirit is oome, ** He will con-^ 
yinoe the world of rlghteouaiiem.** % 

He opene our ears, that we may hear the curse, but He does not stop there 
— ^He.<meaa our ears,: that we may h&up the music of the blessiog also. If tliat 
Sj^rit m>W8 us the depth of our ruin, it is only that we may see from tiiat 
depth the height of happiness to which that remedy can raise us. ** He will 
conyinoe the wodd of righteousness ;** He will open our ears to hear the pas- 
sions sav^** We will sin,” and to hear conscience protesting--^* Do not sin •/* 
and both amid the feebleness of the one and the force of the other, to hear One 
saying from the heights of the sky— “ Sin shall not have dominion over you 
** Be of good cheer ; thy sins be lorgn^en thee.’* And when the Spirit oon- 
yinces of righteousness, it is not that Christ is simply a righteous man,” — that 
would be no comfort to me — it would only precipitate me in the depth oi 
despair, becanse of utter impossibility of imitating Him ; but when the 
Spirit ccmvinces of BOa righteousness. He convinces us that Christ was also 
righteous for us. Justice demanded in His case the obedience of a man ; Jesus 
rendered ihe obedience of a God ; and h^ice our justifying righteousness is 
not a faint imitaUon of what Christ is, but it is an acceptance of what Christ 
has bequeathed to us — ^not .§ mere resemldanc^ but a great and blessed trans- 
ference. Imitate what Christ is, and there is your model and the means of 
your hoHnessi but to be justified you must believe on and embrace by fiutii 
what Christ has done, and that alone, as your title and your righteousness in 
the sight of God. Just bs Christ was condemned for my sin, so I am justified 
because of Christ’s righteousness. My sin, imputed to Christ, made Him 
puffer, in virtue of an eternal law that connects sin with suffering ; Clirlst's 
pdghteousness, imputed to me, makes me escape and be happy for ever. And 
as It was just lu God to empty the vials of His Wrath upon Christ, for 
rins that were not Christ’s own, so it is but just in God to pour upon me the 
fienediotions of His love, because of a righteousness which is not my righ- 
tooiisness, but Christ’s auide mina And hence, then, my sin, laid upon the 
Savionr, explains the tragedy of the cross ; His righteousness, laid upop me, 
expire the mystery of immortality and glory. 

Thus, dear friends, we are each of us this'day, in the sight of God and as 
far as our title to heaven is concerned, just what Christ is. The law says 
now, just as much as it ever said, that a perfect righteousness is alone our 
title' to heaven. The law said to Adam, ^Be perfectly righteous, and thou , 
Shidithave heaven;’ and the law says to me, *Be perfectly righteous, and 
thou fhalt have heaven.” The law is ^e same. What has the Gospel done, 
then ? In Adam’s case he had personally, to make good the righteousness % 
in tny case Christ has done it for me. 

It is thus, then, that the Spirit ,ol God convinces ns of righteousness ; and 
if He take ol these ** things of Christ,” according to promise, and reveal them 
unto you,” then you will leave this sanctuary happier than when you entered 
it, 1034 you will have a happiness not like the world’s happiness, but a bapifi- 
I the world cani^ give, und which the world cannot take away. 


ilL But the Spirit will convince nc^ only of sin and righteousness, bht also 
^ of judgment.” . 

X have^Mit just tune to ex^^ain to you what is meant hy judgment. . It is 
this : the TOt prmnise made in Paraifise was, ** TW seed of the woman shall 
bruise the aerpeiit*s ihe#d the Spirit of Ciod convinces His\people that this 
process of bruising gens on — ^that the earth now, while under grace, is also 
parity under judgrment, and that those things which the world cannot explain by 
what is cidled the law of nature, are the judgments of God. For instance, 
disease, decfiyiaad4a<M#^f^ v^^^d eaMdie laws of natures the Ohrisrian 
calls them the jodgmeuts ol God. DeaWdoes not belong to.natnre ; it Is no 
part of nature ; it is a disruption of nature 3 it is a violmoe d«m to nature ; 
it is a'disooi^ anudst its pristine harmony ; and to say that , teth is natural, 
is to say that God is untrue. The sharp winds of winter ana%e sere leases 
of autumn are not natural ; they are all . unnatural It is sin that withers 



THB OBJBCT 07 TBB KiSSlOK 07 COJUWOMTMR, 43$ 

those MM ; it is sin thst ,1s the cause ot aU the liettd-aehes and the heart- 
aches, tHe iatotings and faiBngs which our mortality ds heir to. And tlwre- 
fore ihe Spirit of God will ccmTinoe that they are not what ph^omphers call 
thetxi,«law8 of nature, but they are what the Bible calls them, the judgments 
and decrees of Ood. None else will conrince us savingly ^ this, but the Holy 
Spirit of Gk>d,' ** He shall convince the world of iudgment, because the prinee 
of this world W jud^ ** 

Wherever, my dear friends, you see a Christian happy amid oppression, 
there you have an evidence that the prince of this world is judged.” ** The 
prince of this world” once beat the Christians with rods, and they ** rejoiced 
that they were counted orth;^ to suffer for Christ’s name’s sake.” “ The 
prince of this world” once imprisoned the Christians, and they sang praises so 
loud that the prison doors burst^pen, and they marched forth unshackled to 
the light of day. ** The prince of this world” once beat a Christian and stoned 
him with stones, and that Christian looked up from his cruel sufferings, and 
from the midst of his cruel persecutors, and ** saw Jesus at the right hand of 
Go(^” and prayed for his murderers, and cried — “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” In all these instances “ the prince of this *world was judged.’ ’ The 
holy, the just, the true, t|yiniphed re^y, even when th^ did not triumph 
visibly. And is it not still becoming more and more true^ that humility is 
dignity, and that holiness is strength ? Is it not becoming every day naore 
and more true, that the way to be ministered imto more abundantly, is.^ 
minister to others ? And the time is coming Piore and more, 1 trust, when 
“ the prince of tliis world,” being “ judg^i” shal]| casl^ forth from the 
cabinets of queens and from the councils of statesmen — ^when he shall be 
cast out from the Parliament in England and the Congress of America— 
from the press and from the pulpit, from all men’s hearts and from all men’s 
homes — ^and the joy and holiness and happiness of Gk)d shall overflow ttie 
world, like a mighty and deepening river. Oh ! that the Spirit of God may 
then convince us of this J 

One remarl^ and I close. How different are ihe convictions of the SpiHt of 
God from the convictions of the men of this world ! The great effort of 
Voltaire was to convince the world that it had neither n Creator, nor a Eather, 
nor a soul, nor a destiny beyond the brufes which perish; Bonsseau tried to 
convince the world, that the gratification of .all oiir sinful passions was the 
attainment of -the highest happiness; and Byrmi, in strains of great witcfiiery 
and music, tried to convince the world that profligacy was the perfection of 
enjoyment; and the Socialist tries to convince the world, that the uahinghig 
of all its bonds and the disruption of its finest and its holiest oonnections, 
must be its greatest happiness; and a school has ajrisen— the school of 
Emerson and (X fear I must add) Carlyle— the ^sciplesof which are labouring 
to prove, with language of awful eloquence and power, and profound thought, 
that earnostneBs of purpose and energy of heart constitute true and lasting 
liappinesa. in the writings of Caxhde, and those .associated with him, thez^ 
is much that is good and useful ; iW if he has done noifoing more, he has at^ 
least done good in what he calls ” scattering the shams” of the world, exposhog 
•the hypoci^sies of the world, in whatever way they may manifest themselves... 
But stUl with the good there Js mingled much that is ' bad. When the Spirit 
of God^ however, convinces the world, be takes a dififosent course. He con- 
vinces of siq, that you may lie |n;o8^ate before God ; JEXe convinces of righte- 
ousness, that you may seek a title to the skies ; and Be convinces dr judgment,, 
that all the evU may be^anished from the world, anAali the good remain. 

And how different does the Spirit begin His work^ from the way in which 
man begina. His workt. Maa% work begins on the outside, and proeeeda 
inwards ; the Spirit’s work begins in the inside; and moves outwards. Man is. 
satisfied with giving the exterior polish; the Spirit gives the intm^or life. 
Man supplies graces for gratifying men’s eyes : the Spirit gives life from 
within, to originate the graces without. Man stupes to seentf t^ Spirit makes 
us to 6e. The former is the sham, the latterds the reality. Tiie church makea 
churchmen; dissent makes dissenteffitti hot the Spirit of GM 
Christians. 
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If WKu man he in Christ, he is a ww creature : old things are passed away ; 
behM, aU things are become new '' — 2 Corinthi^s v.^7. 

That newness of nspeot, under which the Christian views the worid and its 
inhabitants, himself, his state and future condition, his enjoyments here, and 
his auticipatlcms hereafter, is the most remarkable feiiture of the new life on 
which he has entered, i^ttexed thickly throughout the volume of Holy 
Writ, are passages whichipark, in the strongest manner, the contrast between 
the unbeliever and the xnau .whose heart is renewed. He sees what the other 
peromves not ; faith to his eye is the telescope wlilch brings another world 
bene^ his observation, and shows him not only its reality but its glories. 

Behold, all things are beoome new 1’* 

These words imply a mighty change ; and let us, while we endeavour^ to 
trace its progress and to ascertain its nature, lift up our hearts to the throne 
of Divine grace, that our minds may be illuminate and our afiections hal- 
lowed, that this vital change may pass upon all of us, and that we may be of 
theaame spirit as was Ohr^ our Lord. 

It is not from without that this clfknge takes place ; for God ** causeth His 
sun to shine upon the good a&d the evil, and tnaketh His rain to fall on the 
just and the unjust.” It is not in heaven above, or in the earth beneath ; for 
attli ** day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge 
far less is it in that ^at Being hicoself, with whom it ** no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning.” The change is not from without, but in man 
himself, — a change of thought, a change of hope, a change of nutiue. ITrom 
the time that he enters into the mystical body of Christ, he acquires a new 
sense ; the scales fall from bis eyes, and he beholds things which were not 
visible before, because they are ** spiritually discerned.” Like the prophet*s 
servant, who, when his eyes were mim^udy opened, saw the mountain 
filled with horses ead chariots of fire roHd about Misha, so the newly^bom 
Giiristian sees the sure tendency of good and of evil, of sin and of righteous- 
ness. His sight is purged as with euphrasy and rue $ and though be may 
have been tony seeking after the vanities of this world, he is enabled to burst 
aU the hands of prejudice and education, mid to estimate aU things at their 
true value. The worldly man may know theoretically, as wefi as the Cfariistian, 
the ^ths of rdigiou ; he may aaseut to the proposition, that ** without hdi- 
ness, none can see the Lord he may say that he trusts to attain a blessed 
eternity | but does he feel that of which he speaks— ^oes it even in tlie smal- 
toit degm afihet his conduct f I trow not. In fact, (and a melancholy fact 
it is,) he is totally indifferent about the matter. The God of this world has 
bUiMtod his eyes to the dread reairies of a future state. The world, and the 
things of the world are vividly present to his mind ; but of aimiher, he knows 
nothing, feels nothing; tibinks nothing. Tet if, while thus emplpyt^ in heS.^ 
ing up riches lor^this frail and transi^t life; in enfoyhig those Measures which 
last but Iqp a momeiit and yield no eoM eatisfaoticm, the Spirit of God 4 diould 
** strive” mightily with that man j drawn by the gradous influences Of the 

Holy Spirit, he should come unto the Father, and be received as he who with 
a humble and contrite heart oometh to the Father ever wiUijk-^tben the veil 
which had hitherto Covered the real aspect of riungs, wiU Wdrawn up before 
his eyes, and he wiU fadrold the prmipect of the future lighted up by the rays 
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of eternal truth* And oh I if there be newness in freedom to the bom*slaTe ; 
if there be newness in light to the man who has for years been the tenant of a 
dungeon ; then may this man cry out, in the fulness of his joy—** Old things 
are passed away ; and behold, all things are become new*” 

There is something so striking in the Gospel scheme, soniething so heau* 
tifuUy fit^ to its grcat design, that were we not aware of that moral and 
mental blindness which hangs over the world like a cloud, we should 8Upp<|se 
that it must carry conviction to every breasts that its demands would meet 
with immediate and universal complianoe. It is, however, a consideration not 
the less awful, because forced on our notice by the occurrences of every day, 
that ** strait is the gate, and narrow is .the way that leadeth unto life, and/eto 
there be that go in thereat,” Alas ! we might go into some temple dedicated 
to God’s worship ; arid among the crowds who there bow the knee, if we sin- 
gled out any person at random, how probable is it ihat we might say — * This 
man has passed his years hitherto “ without God In the world j” he may con- 
sider himself ** rich and increased in goods, and having need of nothing,” and 
he may deem himself good and wise, and perchance religious also ; he may have 
attended on the means of grace, and associated with the people of Goa'; but 
he is still **in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity/* ” Suppose, 
then, that it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching” to open that man’s 
heart to the truth ; mark then the change that follows. He listens to the hUh 
tory of the Saviour ; watches His agony in the garden ; and attends Him to 
the cross. He hears the shouts of the fierce Homans, and the insults of the 
Jewish rabble. He hearkens to the prayer of the Saviour for tergiveness on 
His murderers ; and that cry strikes on his ear at which the veil of the tem-^ 
pie was rent,” — It is finished P’ The darkness that fell over earth and hea- 
ven is palpable before him ; and the throne of hell is shaken to its foundations 
by the earthquake that followed. He has heard this a thousand times before ; 
but never till now did bp know what it meant Now with the Word the dew 
of the Spirit sinks into his heart; tears break, from his eyes, long unused 
to such streams ; he identifies his own sins among those, to expiate which God 
himself so sudered, and he exclaims- — ** Against Thee, Thee only, have I 
sinned, and done tftds evil iA Thy sight.” Nor does the revelation thus made 
to his soul stop here ; he becomes aware how utterly inconceivable is the value 
of that which required the sacrifice of Christ to redeem ; how awful must be 
the punishment, to avert which so costly an atonement was necessary I The 
world is now in his mind but as the place of his probation, in Which ** with 
fear and trembling” he is Ao ** work out his salvation.” Its glories and its 
honours, its pleasures and its splendours, the gold and the. gems and the laurel^ 
and those still more intoxicating scenes that passion can conjure up, pass be- 
fore him as the gorgeous pageantry of crowns and kingdoms passed before the 
Saviour during His temptation ; he hears the voice that exclaims — ** All tliese 
will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me and he recollects the 
Divine answer-ar” It is written, thou sbalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shklt thou serve.” The miuof this world see the splendid phantoms, 
and are alluded by their beauty ; tlie man who is enlightened by the Diyine 
Spirit sees also their emptiness, and the Hendish hand that ibem. Great, 

however, as is .the change whic^ aflfects earthly and future objects el desire in 
his estimation, it is still less wonderful than toe alterariou in his peroep-* 
tion that now takes place. The light that has dawned, upon his soul shows 
him the awful and ine^able majesty of that God who chargeth his angels 
with foUy,” and in whose sight the heavens themselves are not pure.” It 
reveals the distance at which the highest and holiest of created beings stand 
from Him who made them so ; and he feels that while angels and ar&angds 
veil their faces with awe and reverence in the presence of the AU Holy Qne, it 
surely becomes man, the fallen, the earthly, to prostrate himself is speechless 
worship before God, and to rejoice with lowly adoration, that from His remote 
station even he may join in toe praises of his O&iaker, But if ha thus leels the 
gfeal^ss of the Deity, and is so dnei|>ly sensible of the exceeding sinfuhiessol 
sin,” with what femngs' will he coatemslate &e mmy , that is hmd out lor his 
acceptance! That the Lord of life %d glory should so far condescead in 
mercy as to pardon wickedness and corrimtions of a world in which ** there 
is none that dbet^KOod, ho, not, one,” . is itself more Hifte the unaided Knind 
of man could crni^ve ; that he should not only pardon Bis lebelliqiis erea-* 
tures, but offer in His own pretence an* eternity of unalterable fd^city. Is an 
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e:iiEtent of goodness to which .the wildest imagination could never attain ; bnt 
when we know» that to secure this happiness for us, He descended in one 
person oi His triune divinity to a world of sin and sufiMng, that He was 
** despised and ejected of men,** that He ^ came ipito His own, and His own 
received Him not,'* that finidly Hesuf^bred death for our sins, and that througli 
the merits of His death we are invited to come unto God^ — say, in contem- 
plating a love so infinite, language sinks beneath the vast conception, and 
admdng silence is the only homage that man can render to the Eternal. These 
tonics are taught us from our childhood $ we are aware of their truth ; but we 
nmthea feel th^ importance, nor perceive their magnificence. We are like a 
man placed in a hall lined with the most exquisite paintings, and adorned witli 
. pricefess and unrlvidled statues ; but either that ball is wrapped in impenetra- 
ide darkness, or the eyes of the man are so bound that he cannot f>ee. It is in 
vain that yofi teU him of the glories by which he is surrounded ; he may be 
convinced that you speak truth,-^nay, be may himself assert that he is sur- 
rounded by all the triumphs of art ; but what though his mind be thus coii- 
viTCed ? — his thoughts are not upon them ; there is no light to reflect back 
the splendpuPs of the picture, to reveal the almost breathing beauty of the 
statue. But let a flood of day burst upon the scene, let the eye before vacant 
tie filled with the eb<fice8t objects ; and that man will start (as it were) from a 
tiance, and realise at once that to which before he only assented: So when 
the Spirit has removed the bandage from the* intellectual eye, and thawed the 
icy fetteiu that held back the heart’s most valuable feelings, then, endowed at 
'Once with sight and liberty, can the Christian exclaim with delight — “ Old 
things ore passed away $ and behold, all things are become new.** 

We might prove, were it necessarv, that he only who has awaked from 
his sleep, who has ^arisen from trie dead,” (that is, from the death of 
sin,) can worship the Creator ** in spirit and In truth for he only knows 
what kind of Being is the God whom he adores. In . the vision of realising 
faith, the clouds disperse,, the shadows fly, the country beyond the grave is 
made like Canaan bmeath the eye of Moses $ but the believer knows that ho 
ehall miter In, and abundantly possess it. And, think you, while he looks 
upon Hiat holy <dty, * the Hew Jerusalem,” that’ sunless, ^moonlesii^ starless 
Abode, lighted by the lustre of the everlasting throne — ^wbile the sotiigs of her 
gldrifled inbaintants, the harpings of her seraphic minstrelsy, strike from afar 
upon his ear^hat tliese things are chief in refreshing his spirit, and ur^ng 
him onwards with invigorated resolution ? He is holden up by the knowledge 
thatChHst, his Head, his Leader, ** the Captain of hia salvation,” is gone 
before, and that thm he ** sliall be like Him, for he shall see Him as He is.” 


'But if he turn his eyes another way, he beholds a picture equally impressive, 
but awfully diflbrent. He beholds the gate at which Hope forsakes whosoever 
^ters ^ im hears from ^hin the voice of ** weepings and wailing, and gnash- 
ing of tedth ;** he sees ^ the worm that dieth not, and the fire that is not 
•quenched $** and lie beholds that ** the smoke .of their torment ascendeth for 
eter knd ever s*^ frdt he knows that this vast storehouse of Divine wrath, filled 
its it with phizes and everlasting fire, is prepared not for Wm^ hut for ** the 
4evil and His ' He beholds the arm of One « mighty to save,” out- 

stretched to psevitit hfs falling into the fiery gulf : and thus he sees, in the 
mirror of faith, the penalty if he neglect,” tlm reward if he embrace, ** this 
great loivatkm.” Tl^he could not do tin the Spirit of God enlightened him ; 

these are things io be ^ spiritually disoeniea,’* and tttiless they 
ihey camiiot he obtidned. Faith we have idready -compared to a telescope, 
whiich bfhigs under our notice the beauties of a far-off land ; hut the telescope 
leaves as fek as tre were. Fiuth, on the other handi not only shows us the 
hearenly iiiherltiiace of Christ’s ^thlul fediOwers, hut it gives ut a title to 
pmetake of IIib advantages And who, with the Inmiediate pirospect of a king** 
dcim toirhhat lill th^mlgh1^st em|d|!^i^ kss than nothing, 

would he cvur^pamiiilar u to how be Ived during the feW days before takiim 
passes^ou ? To the tsaa of the world, aHbqrond death is a drnuy void : to tne 
Chrhrtieii, it fi the aaiiuraDoe of glory he who is thus changed may well 
exclaim-^ Old things paased away f and behold, all things are heoouie new.” 

Bnt it- Is hot oiw that **^«idii0reaa'iie was blind before^ hOw he seaT-^at 
the eyes his and the effec^iial f has 

heenpronounoi^by'IBm #ho«ne^ vidnv hkinoiNiiimimtms hiao 

received a chan^^^tlie, tides cl lOwg have been restored to tlidbr 
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channel, and now flow on calmly and swiftly towards their Creator, like deep 
rivers that roll mightily towards the ocean in which they are finally absorbed. 
Gratitude to the Divine Author of his being, from whom come idl blessings, is 
now for the first t^mefelt ; love to the Divine Saviour, by whom he has been res- 
cued from “ the wrath to come,** is now a part of his character ; no Ipnger does 
he struggle against the pleading Spirit of the Most ]ffigh, but^aving b^eld with 
a clear eye, he acts according to the dictates of a heart no longer under a spell, 
and his language becomes-^** What shall I render unto the Lord, for all His 
benefits to me ?** The question cannot remain unanswered ; the Scripture 
suggests the reply : “ My son, give Me thy heart and in obedience to 4;he 
sacred precept, he lays his heart on the altar of the Lord, and devotes himself 
unresc^edly to God. The imregenerate man no more feels the monstrous 
ingratitude, the inef&ble wickedness of his best estate, than he sees in their 
true colours the nature and the consequences oi sin, S^ing and feeling thus 
^fierently, “ the yoke’* of the Saviour will be found **easy, and His burden 
light.** ” Dost thou believe ?” says the Saviour ; •* thou doest well : the devils 
also believe and tremble.** Butman, alas 1 for the most pa^ believes without 
trembling. The only true principle of obedience is love ; and obedience is the 
only true test of love. Our Di vine Master has said — ** If ye love Me, keep My 
commandments;** and truly, unless we do love Him, cannot keep His 
commandments The duties of the Christian course are not to be perrormqd 
by one who does not enjoy the Christian’s support; they are not only 
distasteful, but they are impossible. By the assistance of the pivine Spirit, 
however, we are enabled to perform what is required of us ; we are first 
enabled to see, we are then induced to feel, we are next assisted to act ; and in 
these three operations consists the change by which the man who is in 
Christ becomes anew creature.” He goes with alacrity about duties >ifhich 
he formerly neglected, or felt to be a burden ; the service of God’s house is 
a delightful service for him ; he attends to hear what the Lord will say unto 
him by His servant, to join in praising his Creator,,to bend his knee in prayer 
before, his Preserver. He is willing to “forgive men their trespasses for it 
is ever present' to his mind how great ofi^ces hcus God forgiven him. He 
submits meekly to the injuries with which he meets ; for he remembers that 
Christ his Lord was mocked and scourged, insulted and crucified ; and he 
prays for his persecutors, hearing in mind that even on the cross his Divine 
Masi^ ofiered up a prayer for those whose hands were yet red with His 
sacred blood. Of hi^ wealth he freely distributes to those that have need,— 
for he considers himself as one that will have to ” give an account of his 
stewardship he pays ” tionour where honour is due, tribute to whom tribute 
he does not speak evil of the rul^ of His people, for he knows that “ the 
powers that be are ordained of God.” In the domestic relations of life, he 
reflects (as it were,) the love of God around him ; and by the study of that 
inspired Book, which alone “ maketh wise unto s^vation,” he is ** thoroughly 
furnished to every good word and work.” Is this tbb character of one as yet 
unrenewed ? Par from it. Th^ ordinances of God he regards not i the 
example of Christ he fi^ows not ; the Scriptures of truth he obeys not ; his 
wealth is lavished upon vanity, if not crime ; and if he is amiable in bis 
domestie character, it is attributable only to mere gopd-uatp^ Kay, 
perchance, he may bO vihe very reverse 5 he may benuwose, as as careless ; 
stained with crime,, as well as neglectM of, God, Keglact ef God is itsdif a 
Clime, and one quite suffloimit to ruin any soul ; but I here speak of crime of a 
more tangible description ; he may be a blasphemer, adruntod, an adulterer; 
he may be given up to “ work aU uncleanness vith greediness but even if 
this be the case, tm blood of the new covenant has hot lost its saving efficacy. 
And when such an one becomes the character that 1 just before described, all 
within the sphere ef his. influence will say— >\Xhis man is “ a new creature 
with him “old things are passed away v all things are become new.’** 

Here, then, was a caseiof gulltii dark asid ^desperate ; the “ roaring lann,” 
who “ goeth about to seek whom he may devotCr,” was about to take »;last 
spring, when tlfe Divine power ^^terposed, and saved the intended vict^ 
Andl h^oldiiig such a case of morri peril perchance; 1 may say, while I 
look^rCiind ^e Walls of this sacred bmlding — “ And such' were some of you ; 
hut ye arewaidie^ hiit ye are purified, but ye are sanctified ” And the 
God and of our Iiord Jesus Christ keep j^ou from faUlng, guide 

you into nil peace. , 
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Lastly, if so great and so important be the change which takes place On all 
who enter the mystical body of Christ ; we are enabled, by applying to our- 
selyes the test, to decide that question upon which our happiness here and 
liereafter depends. Are we in Chiist f Jiie we new creatures ? It matters 
not how we seem to others, what the religious world may think of us, for 
unless we are ** renewed in the spirit of our minds,** we shall be like the pa- 
tient who conceals his disease from the physician, the client who gives an 
unfair statement of his case to the advocate. L know that nothing can be 
concealed from God ; but we may blind our own consciences, or partially do so. 
At all events, we may strive to do so $ wctmay say to our souls — ** Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace ;*’ and thus we may keep up a hollow quiet, even as 
the rained man may calm his feelings by forbearing to examine his accounts. 
But this questicm must be asked, and mo^ be met fairly and fully ; and if not 
here, it wHl have a fearful answer ih eternity. Let us, then, examine ourselves 
whether we ** truly repent of our former sins, and stedfastly purpose to lead a 
new life, having a living faith in God*s mercy through Christ, with a thankful 
remembrance of His death.*’ If so, and we are charity with oil men,’* 
we may conclude that this change has passed upon ua. And we may with 
humble confidence look forward to that day, when literally as well as spiri- 
tually, ** Old things shall pass away ** a new heaven and a new earth 
wherein dwefieth righteousness** shall greet our eight; and, entering upon a 
course of celestial happiness, we shall exdaim — ‘‘ Behold, all things are 
become new r * 


THE CONNEXION BETWEEN NATURAL PHILOSOPHY AND 
REVEALED RELIGION. 


TiqB following is the Syllabna of a Course bf Lectures on the Connexion 
between Natural l^ilosc^hy and Revealed Belton, to be delivered in Verulam 
Episcopal Chapd, Lambeth, before tbe Memlm of the Church of England 
Young Hen*8 Society, (South West London Auxiliary,) by the Rev. Heh&t 
Christkas, M.A., P.HS., E.S.A., Acad, Beg. Matrit, Ant, Soc,, Librarian of 
Sion CoBege^ and Minister of the Chapel 

LBOTITRE I. LECTURE IV. 

Wedme^y Evening i, November tith, 1847. Wednetday Evenings December 1847. 


• ASTBOHOMY : 

The Cosmogony of Moses— Light created 
befhre the Sun— S<dar System— the Moon and 
her offices— Progressive Character of Crea- 
tion— Analogy between the Viidble and Spi- 
' ritiial Unive^. 

LECTURE tt, 

Wedneidoy Evenings DscewArr Isl, 1647. 

ASTnOHOMY COBtUrUBB* 

Plurality of Worlda— Biseoverles of Mcdetn 
A8tr<mcimers--<«bLdlr Tendene;^— 4he Miracle 
of Juahiia— the Sun stayed at the Command 
of Isaiah— Werahtp of the Heavenly Hodiea— 
its Origin, Nature, and Effeota. Concluaioii. 

lecture m. 

Wednetdvy December 8M, 1847. 

tIOHT : 

ItsVelo^y— Eefieetkons.cni its Transmls-! 
slon^ Argomincit ft>r the iNfine Omniscience 
—Light wbletimtio of fbnjlhMlts Identi^ or 
Intimate Connerion wiiii Caloiie, Electric 
city and Oalvaniiin, mffi JNfeguetIsm, ahown 
by recent eapeHinenta— VbndekHW of such 
doetrlne-^Aumea BoieaHs. Ootwlualon. 


OEOLOQT : 

The System of Moses— How far coincident 
with Mtmem Discoveries— Scripture Chro- 
nology considered — Hindoo Chronology — 
Egyptian Chrondogy— Chinese Chronology— 
The Question of Xiu^ration oonsidered— tho 
Ohfeet ofMosee— Oeology yet In its Infancy. 

* LECTURE V. 

Wedneeiay Evening, December 23im{, 1847. 
HATURAL BISTORT OP TBE ANOIBNT 
WORLD : 

Natural History of Moses— the Trees of 
Life and of Knowledge— Leviathan— Behe- 
moth— the Serpent of Paradise— the Winged 
Serpents of the Desert— Jewish Tradlttons. 
Oonoluaion. 

lecture VI. 

Wtdnecdey Eveningt Deeentber 1847. 
OBJECTS ARD ADVANTAOXS OP BOIENOE : 

The Inqttwvemdntnf the Mind a ReEgioua 
Duty— dkown to hear on Misuloiinry Enter- 
prise— Valne 0 f Mathemiitical Research to 
tbe Mlnistorf cC the Church, and esperiUHy 
to the Misstowny. Conduslott. 


The above Leetoes wOl appear in early Nutnbeia irf The 
oommendng on Thntadiy tMftU 2. 



UPRIGHT WALKII^G, THE CONDITION OF PROFITING 
BY THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD. 


BT THB 

REV. ROBERT BICKERSTETH, B.A. 

PlXSAOnBl> IN ST. JOHN’S CHUBCH, CI.APHAH HISE, 
ON SUNDAY BYlSNlNO» NOVEMBER 21, 1847. 


“ Do not My words do good to him that walketh uprighdy — Micati ii. 7. . 

It is a common and a just observation, that the greatest blessings when per- 
verted become the greatest curses. An unimproved or an abused privilege 
becomes a positive evil ; that which was designed to benefit, will through its 
ynrong use turn only to mischief ; and then the greater thebonefit which it was 
intended to confer, the more terrible will be the injury of which it is actually 
productive. 

It were easy to adduce a host of illustrations to confirm the justice of these 
observations. There is hardly a temporal blessing to be named, in respect of 
which it may not be shewn that its abuse becomes a curse to the possessor. 
The liurger the measure of its bestowment, the more fearful is the evil resulting 
from its misuse. To take only one or two illustrations out of many which 
might readily be named : look, for example, at the endowments of int^ect or 
of reason. There can be no question that God confers a great blessing upon a 
man, when He endows him with a fine and comprehensive understandii^. The 
^ellect is a noble faculty ; it serves immeasurably to elevate and to dignify 
its possessor ; it besTOaiks the gloriousness of his origin, and the magnificence 
of his destiny j and 'wdieresoever you meet an individ^ gifted with extraordi- 
nary power's of mind, it is impossible to withhold some tribute of admiration. 
There may indeed be found some, with either not sufficient understanding 
themselves to apj^reciate mental abilitv, or with too much selfishness to allow 
of their praisit^ in another what betokens inferiority in themselves ; but these 
are the exceptions $ men will commonly |>ay homage to genius, and acknow- 
ledge the splendour of the gift wherever it is met with. And yet this talent, 
so admirable — this faculty, so noble — ^may prove anything rather than a bles- 
sing to its owner ; it may become, through perverajpn or abuse, an iiynry in 
place of. a blessing ; and the injury will be proportlonel to the magnitude of 
the gift. Yes, if the man to whom God has allotted a more than common 
grasp of inteUect should grow vain of the gifbpif he should come to act inde- 
pendently of the Giver — ^u, exulting in the pride of intellect, he should scorn 
to submit himself to revelation — ^if, in jthe hi^ soarings of reason, he should be 
dazded by the splendour of her diMOvezies, and cloro his vision to those truths 
which reason by herself is unequal to apprehend, — then will the loftiness of his 
endowment in this respec^ prepare the way for oi^ a more a^;mya1^ ruin, 
and reason, in place of guiding him up to an acquaintance with God, may only 
serve to shed a melanoholy biulianoe on tho path which leads to permtion. 
The blessing wUl in this case be converted into a Curse, and the immensity of 
the ruin will be measured by the vastness and the nobleness of the perverted 
endowment. Or,^ borrow another illustration from the oiuse of him to whose 
lot Trovi^noe has ordained a more than conimon abundance of this world’s 
wealth : riches honestly obtained are designed for a blessing Be it that €lod 
intends to prove men by proq»enty, even as in another mode He proves by ^ad- 
vei^i^ty, yet evihi under thu ^int of view weidth may be coimdei^^ a blessing* 
The >trial successfully passed will issue in the advantage of its subject. Aj^ 
beflode this, opulence affords to its possessor extended means of usefidness^ 
larger iacititles for advancing the tHvine glory. It is represented in Si^ptisre 
as, a blessiqg ; and there can be no question tnat when God confrrs power 
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to get wealth, He confers a good for which He is fitly entitled to praise. It is, 
easy, however, to perceive that wealth, like every other temporal blessing, is 
capai)le of the greatest abuse. It may — ^it often ha s — become a curse to its 
possessor. If, in idace of viewing pr(»spcrity as God’s gift, an individual comes 
to connect it only with human foresight or skill — if the possession minister to 
pride, self-(^onfid(MU*e and selfishness — if it make* him heedless of the necessities 
of others, and intent solely upon his own aggrandizement, — then it is not difiicult 
to sec, that afilueiice which was designed for good, is in this case working only 
evil to the possessor ; and here too the extent of mischief will be proportional 
to the amount of blessing abused. To say nothing of that positive evil which 
wealth and the power which it confers may enable a man to commit, there will be 
injury to himself which will be proportioned to the resources at his command. 
Each new accession of wealth wull tend to make him more heedless of his de- 


pendence upon God — will minister to the gi'owth of that haughtiness of temper 
which precedes a fall, and to that selfishness of spirit which when it once takes 
possession of a heart commonly makes it impervious to all impression for good. 
Thus in this case the blessing will have been transformed into a curse — or, to 
borrow the language of Sciripture, the thing which should have been for the 


man’s welfare has become to him “an occasion of falling.” 

It is unnecessary to pursue further this train of observation. Enough has 
been said in confirmation of the point, that an abused blessing works only in- 
jury to its posst'ssor. The moral lesson we have derived from the two instances 
of a misapplied reason and of a misused abundance might with etpial propriety 
be derived from every instance in which a blessing is not used (?onl‘orinably to 
the design of God in its allotment. The cases to which we have referrc'd are 


those of temporal blessings ; but spiritual mercies ma}' eipially bo abused with 
temporal, and the result which ensues from their misuse is to tlie lull as disas- 


trous. This truth is at least implied in that emphatic (juestion which we have 
proposed as a topic for meditation this evening. The prophet, speaking in the 
name of God, demands — “ Do not My W'ords do good to him that walketh up- 
rightly?” But tlie form of interrogation clearly implies, that to such as walk' 
not in uprightness the words of the Almighty will rather do injury. 

With reference to the occasion upon which the question was first put, it may 
be enough to observe, that Micah who proposed it was a prophet of the Lord 
who fiourished at a period when gross corruption prevailed amongst Israel and 
Judah. He was called upon to remonstrate with the people for their degene- 
racy and crime, and he had also to foretel the approach of calamity sayere as it 
was merited. It is scarcely to be wondered at that this preaching was unac- 
ceptable to the iieople whose conduct it served to upbraid. They endeavoured 
to silence him from speaking, being desirous only to be left alone in their prac- 
tice of iniquity. The prophet’s voice served to startle and to disquiet them ; 
they looked upon him simply as a messenger of evil, and as the instrument in 
some sense of the apprehended calamities. Accordingly, they surrounded him 
in the execution of his oiiice, and urged him to desist from the proclamation of 
woe. And it was in reply to the solicitations of those who entreated of him not 
to prophecy, that he delivered that emphatic appeal which you have in the 
verse containing our text : “ O thou,” said ho, “ that art named the house of 
Jacob, is the Spirit of the Lord straitened ? Are these His doings ?” And 
then he added further — “Do not Ikty words do good to him that walketh 
uprightly ?” As if he had said — ‘ 'Iiiough I breauie a message of Ayoe, and 
though I have to foretel impending judgments, yet it is in mercy the warning is 
given. This very announcement of wratli shall “do good” to those who will 
turn and “ walk uprightly they shall bo able to attest, that “ My words do 
good to him that walketh uprightly.” ’ 

Our concern, however, at present is not so mqch with the occasion upon 
which the challenge of the text was delivered, as with the broad principle which 
it seems to imply. There is pointed out, in the question before us, the <jondition 
of all profitable hearing of God’s words. God’s words do g^od to them that 
walk uprightly. Upright walking is, then, the requisite condition for being 
advantaged by the reception of Uivine truth ; in other words, thg precept must 
bo embodied in practice, or it will not only be useless, it will be positively inju- 
rious. This is the great truth that by God’s help we would endeavour to bnng 
before you to-night We wish to examine how far it is susceptible of proof, 
that in order to be morally advantaged by the hearing of God’s words, there 
must be diligence in the hearer to walk uprightly. And there are two methods 
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in which we will aim to make good this point : the first is by shewing what 
reason there is to expect that a man who hears God’s words, but walks not 
uprightly, will only be injured by the communication ; and the second is by 
showing somewhat of that good which may be expected to follow from the hear- 
ing of God’s words to one who walks uprightly. This will cionstitute a kind of 
negative and positive proof of the truth implied in the question — “Do not My 
words do good to him that walketh uprightly ?” 

I. We are to show, then, in the first place, what reasons there are for 
expecting that the hearing of God’s words will injure, rather than benefit, the 
individual who walks not “ uprightly.” 

Now it is evident that some qualification is necessary at the outset, to obviate 
an erroneous conclusion which might be drawn from the foregoing statement. 
When it is affirmed that God’s words do not benefit those who walk not 
uprightly, it might be objected, * What, then, becomes of the utility of the 
proclamation to the disobediemt ? and what remains of the office of the Word 
to convince and to convert the soul V We know that Scripture by itself, and 
the preaching of the Gospel, are amongst the agencies which God employs for 
the bringing home to men’s minds the conviction of sin, and for leailing them 
to an accjuaintance with the mode of salvation. If, then, it is affirmed tJiat 
God’s words “ do goojl” to those only w'ho “ walk uprightly,” this representa- 
tion, at least, appears to clash with such statements as attribute to God’s 
Word a pow^erful efficacy to convince and convert the backslider. The 
apparent contradiction is, however, easily explained. The prophet is clearly 
speaking of such persons as under the hearing of God’s words refused to 
repent and be obedient. The message he had to deliver was calculated to 
reclaim and convert them, but they refused submission to the authority of 
Him in w'hose name the messenger spake ; and it was in this case that the 
tidings injured, in place of benefittiiig. The guilt and the responsibility were 
all their ow n ; the fault was hot in the Word. Neither was the prophet to 
desist fnira proclaiming that Word, simply because w hen its statements were 
rejected moral injury would result ; the Word was adapted to cause lasting 
benefit, it was designed for a blessing, and if it in reality became instrumental 
only to injury, the responsibility of this entirely belonged to those by whom 
the design oi‘ God was wilfully frustrated. And so wdth reference to the pro- 
clamation of God’s truth amongst ourselves : we are not to be deterred from 
communicating God’s w ords to the disobedient, simply because there is a pos- 
sibility that they will continue the disobedient, ancf in that case be injured, 
and not advantaged, by the message. Those words are adapted to convince 
them of the folly and the guilt of impenitence ; provided only they obtain 
hearing and acquiescenci?, they will assuredly do good ; and we are to act upon 
this possibility — throwing the entire responsibility of any injury which may 
accrue, upon the individual who by wdlful rejection of God’s words — in other 
words, by refusal to “ walk uprightly” — frustraU's the intention of those 
W’ords to cause him good. 

With this qualification, we may now proceed to investigate more closely 
th(* reasons wherefore»the proclamation of God’s words shall injure those who 
W’alk not “ uprightly.” You will keep in view the; case which we are sup- 
posing : it is that of an individual to whom God’s words are sent — it matters 
not whether simply on the page of the Bible, or through the instrumentality 
of pi-eaching. This individual has gained some degi*ee of familiarity with the 
message of God’s truth ; he is no stranger to the tenour of that communica- 
tion w'hich God has made to us of Ilis will in the volume of Revelation ; he 
is far from being ignorant of the nature of those promises or threatenings 
which God has revealed in His Word ; but the acquaintance has never yet led 
liim to a w'alk of uprightness ; he has never yet come to the recognition of 
God’s authority to command, nor of God’s claim to the consecration of His 
every faculty, God’s words have been practically a dead letter ; promise has 
not allured him to obey, even threatening has not scared him from' rebellion 
he has withstood all the overtures of mercy and all the denunciations of 
wrath ; God’s words, whether inscribed on the page of Scripture or communi- 
cated audibly by the ministrations of the Gospel, have never yet led him to 
“ walk upriglitly.” And this is precisely the ease in which we are prepared to 
contend, that the words of God are turning to that man’s injury. It is not 
simply that he has been uuadvantaged by their proclamation ; it is that he is 
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morally injured — that the blessing is being converted into a curse — and because 
he M^alKs not “ uprightly,” therefore God*s Word is not doing him “ good.’* 
y ou will ask my reason for concluding thus : wherefore do we maintain in 
respect of an individual who is familiarised to appeals from Scripture — that is, 
to the sound of God’s W ord — but who is ijot influenced thereby to set out upon 
a walk of uprightness, that he is morally injured, rather than benefitted, by 
the proclamation ? Indeed we need not search far for reasons to justify this 
conclusion. We assume ('what, indeed, all must admit) that every man’s real 
and highest enjojunent, his greatest moral advantage, depends upon his con- 
formity to the precepts of God’s Word. Tliere will not, I conceive, be a differ- 
ence of opinion upon this point — that the sum of a creature’s happiness must 
depend upon the agreement between his course of conduct and the prwepts of 
G^’s Word ; in short, that he must, sooner or later, hearken to and obey tht^ 
will of his Maker, or he will suffer irretrievable loss and shame. And now the 
question is, whether each instance in which God’s words are heard, and no 
result towards holiness produced, does not diminish the probability of ultimate 
obedience ; whether, in short, the longer an individual goes on in a state of 
indifl?*rence to piety under the ministration of God’s Word, he is not becoming 
morally more hard and inflexible, less likely ever to become the subject of 
genuine repentance. Kow it seems to be a law of man’s moral constitution, 
that feelings once aroused, which are not carried out^nto practice, gradually 
become feebler, and less capable of being wakened afresh. If you have suc- 
ceeded at any time in awakening within the mind of another a strong feeling, 
and if that feeling subside without generating a corresj^onding course of con- 
duct, it will be a ten times harder matter to produce that feeling again. We 
apply this observation to the ease of a hearer of God’s words. We know that 
the tidings which those words convey are preeminently adapted to arouse the 
feelings or sensibilities of man’s nature ; they are addressed to the hopes and 
^ the fears which are seat<id deep witliin the breast of every one. What can be 
more stirring than the appeal which God’s words address to the fears ? what 
more animating than their appeal to the hopes of mankind ? And we cannot 
suppose it possible that a man should have been long plied with the minis- 
trations of the Gospel, that he should have been long familiarised to the 
messages of Scripture, without liaving had his moral sensibilities at some time 
aroused. He has kindled with fear or throbbed with hope. Now what we 
maintain is just this — that if these feelings, thus appealed to and thus awakened, 
have evaporated without resulting in moral action, the individual has sustained 
a vast moral injury. According to the principle to which we just now 
adverted, ho must have become less sensitive, less capable of moral impression, 
and less pervious to moral appeal ; and we can only, therefore, desi;ribe the 
process through which eveiy man is passing who is living beneath the constant 
hearing of God’s words without being influenced by them to “ walk uprightly,” 
as a process of moral hardening. I^y, every text as it recurs to memory, 
every page of Sermture npon which the eye turns, every sermon which is 
hearkened to, is a fresh appeal, whether to hope or to fear. It is like a new 
assault mode upon the moral sensibilities ; and we know very well that if these 
awakened hopes or fears lead not to a decisive course of action, the individual 
must be morally injured. He will under each new proclamation of God’s 
words bectome less sensitive to the force of their testimony, more indifferent to 
what they demand ; and thus becoming morally harder, he must be positively 
injured by the proclamation. And, therefore, if 1 wanted an illustration in 
proof of what is aflirmed in the question of the text, oh ! it should be enough 
to make mention of the case of one who, when he first listened to the procla- 
mation of Divine truth, throbbed with the forebodings of fear, or the aspira- 
tions of hope. But, alas ! these feelings subsided without producing any active 
result : when he next hearkened to the tidings, the message, though oloquept 
as before of God’s love to the fallen, and breathing as before the same tidings 
of pardon for all who will repent, but of bitter condemnation for the unbeliev- 
ing and obdurate, was heard with far less of emotion. In his subsequent 
career, he has gradually acquired that pitch of moral insensibility, which leaves 
him almost wholly unmoved beneath the most stirring appeal which is bor- 
rowed from the mercies or the terrors of the Lord ; and now as you behold 
him arrived at that most unenviable state, in which he can hearken to all that 
is melting in the Gospel and all that is terrible without being affected by the 
communication, will you not infer, that through his refusal to walk uprightly 
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he has proved that the condition for deriving benefit from the words of God 
must be that which is implied by the question — “ Do not My words do good, 
to him that walkcth uprightly ?” 

Now it will at once occur to you that^ in a representation like the foregoing, 
we are fully borne out by the statements of {Scripture. An inspired apostle, 
when speaking of the office which he discharged as a minister of the Gospel, 
dtxdares, “We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved 
and in them that perish ; to the one we are the savour of death unto death, and 
to the other the savour of life unto life.” It is there implied, that the ministry 
of the Gospel actually contributes to the condemnation of those by whom it is 
rejected. It does so, not only by vindicating, as it hereafter will, the justice of 
their final punishment ; but it does so, even now, by positively hardening those 
whom it does not convert. When a man successfully withstands the most pow- 
erful means that can be brought to bear for his moral conversion, it is unrea- 
sonable to expect that inferior means should prove effectual. We do not deny 
the possibility of such a case ; God, in whose hand entirely rests the conversion 
of the sinner, may be pleased to command success to an inferior agency ; and 
the case has sometimes occurred, in which an individual on whom the ministra- 
tions of the Gospel have been apparently expended in vain, have been subdued and 
converted by some casual occurrence, or some providential dispensation. In 
that instance, the lower or weaker instrumentality has prevailed, when the higher 
and more powerful served to fail. But this is an exception to the ordinary 
rule, and generally speaking we affirm, that when the appointed means of grace 
have proved inetfectual to produce conversion, you have no warrant to 
expect that other means will succeed. There is no case in which there is 
greater cause for apprehension than that of an individual who has long been 
accustomed to the ministrations of the Gospel, without being converted beneatfi 
them. It seems, in a case like this, that the avenues through which the heart 
and conscience are commonly reached have been closed ; long familiarity with 
the syllables of warning or of invitation, unfollowed by any practical effort of 
obctlience, has only served to render the individual less open to conversion. 
And, indeed, this consideration ought to be laid to heart by each one amongst us, 
in respect of whom it might be affirmed, that he walks not uprightly, accord- 
ing to the requirements of the Gospel. The painful reflection is, that each 
warning, each invitation that you hear, each overture of mercy that is pressed 
upon your notice, to which you render not obedience, actually leaves you less 
likely to be profited by any future appeal. It may be, that as God’s words are 
now sounding in your ears ; as you are being this night appealed to on the tes- 
timony of {Scripture ; as I were to array before you your lost and ruined condi- 
tion by nature ; as 1 went on to describe the love of God in having redeemed 
you with the precious blood of Christ ; as I were to make mention of that Divine 
agency whereby you may be qualified to forsake sin and to pursue after holi- 
ness ; as I went on to speak of the ruin that awaits the transgressor, or dis- 
coursed of that blessedness which is offered to all who will follow the Saviour, 
my words might fall with some power on' the conscience of here and there one in 
this gathered assembly. The Spirit of the overliving God, who is always pre- 
sent with the ministrations of the Gospel, might employ the truths I deliver 
at this season, to break in some heart the slumber of sin ; to cause a thrill of 
hojje, or a pang of fear. Now what I affirm in respect of such a case, is briefly 
this — that if the newly awakened feeling be stifled *, if it be not cherished ; if 
you seek not to carry it out into action ; if it lead not to some vigorous and 
prompt effort to walk in the way of uprightness — then will you have sustained 
a moral injury. The momentary disturbance, which is not succeeded by the 
new life of righteousness, will leave you more fixcdl}^ the impenitent than 
before ; and the probability is, that the next appeal to which you shall hearken, 
though sanctioned by precisely the same truths, will be heard with compara- 
tive indifference. Ine present resistance offered will make future resistances 
more easy ; and thus the preaching of the Gospel, with all about it that breathes 
of love and of mercy, will actually be subservient to j'our increased hardness 
and infidefity, till growing daily more ripe for destruction there will be pre- 
sented by the very contrast in your case to that of others who walk according 
to the Divine precepts, a witness in support of the saying — “ Do not My words 
do good to him that walketh upr^htly ?’* 

II. We turn, however, at this point to a far more cheering topic than the 
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foregoing ; we are to consider, scoondl^, the positive good which results to 
the upright from hearing God’s words. If the acquaintance with Divine Truth 
which is unaccompanied by consistent walking contributes to moral injury, be- 
yond all doubt that same knowledge, if connected with obedience, ministers to 
the moral welfare of the hearer. Under what point of view, then, does it ap- 
pear that God’s words actually beneht those who walk uprightly ? We think 
there are several modes in which this benefit may be derived. 

In the first place, look at ihe knowledge which revelation imparts. Now 
there is not a single portion of knowledge most necessary for man to be ac- 
quainted with, w4iich is not to be found on the page of God’s Word. You have 
only to think how it affords instruction respect to God himself — with 

respect to man, both as to his origin and destiny. It reveals to us the moral 
character of Jehovah ; it sets before us the Almighty as a God of truth and 
equity — of faithfulness, compassion and love ; it unfolds to us the several attri- 
butes of our Maker — llis uncompromising justice. His unswerving truth, and 
yet His exuberant tenderness and pity ; it opens out the gracious plan of hu- 
man redemption — the wisdom and mercy which combined lor the repair of that 
ruin which sin merited. It tells us how man was at first createtl aft(*r tin? 
Divine image, endowed ivith every moral excellence, nn<l fitted by the purity 
and perfection of his being for the highest enjoyment whereof a cr<Miture is sus- 
ceptible ; it explains how this W'as forfeited by the fall, and it thus acc;<^iints 
for the presence of evil, and of all those innumerable troubles which fall to the 
lot of mankind in their present estate. But it does not stop short with the ac- 
count of man’s ruin — it goes on to describe the several steps that lead to his 
restoration ; the Divinely conceived method of his recovery, by the death of 
the Incarnate Word, and of his moral renovation through the indwelling of the 
J^Ioly Ghost. It speaks, further, of the terms upon which forgiveness is ofiered 
to man ; it shews us that the redemption provided in the Gospel is commen- 
surate with tho<evil it is intended to remedy ; it offers to every descendant of 
Adam, of whatever nation under heaven, a free forgiveness and a title to acijept- 
ance with God, provided only he will enter into covenant w ith God in Christ, 
through repentance and faith. Then it 8pc*aks, further, of the glorious prospect 
that is opened up to the believer ; his complete riddance from evil, as to its guilt 
and its power ; trie present investiture of the soul with a moral holiness, through 
the Spirit’s operation ; and the future ransom of the body from the grave, a 
glorified body resembling that of the liedeemer. It unfolds to us the mighty 
design of God, in creation, in providencie, in grace, to prepare the way for 
the future enthronement of Christ as the universal Sovereign, “ King of kings 
and Lord of lords.” And then we observe, that the apx>rehension of this truth 
so glorious in its nature, is ever more and more clear in proportion to the wil- 
lingness with which it is received. Beyond all question there is an unfolding 
of more and more truth to each hoiu'st and humble imiuirer. ‘‘ The secret 
of the Lord is with them that ftiar him.” “ Thou meetest,” it is written, him 
that rejoiceth and worketh righteousnes.s, those that reraiunber Thee in Thy 
ways.” And again : “ 'I’hen shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord.*^’ 
Fresh views open upon the (;nruptured spirit, in proportion as the life is m«>re 
and more conformed to the will of God. Obedience qualific?s for making new 
and larger discoveries, while it enables also for taking a clearer view of what is 
already known. And oh ! then, if the soul be enriched by knowledge — if it be 
benefitted through the acquaintance it gains of the character and the 
•purpose of Jehovah — if it is actually elevated in projun'tion as it gains a larger 
intelligence in respect of God’s dealings with mankind, <.>f the present condition 
and the future inhcritancci of the believer — and if all this intelligence is given 
in the exact ratio to the believer’s iioncst and upright walking, — surely, in the 
communication of knowledge thus vouchsafed we may disci^rn the truth of the 
assertion — ** Do not My words do good to him that walketh uprightly ?” 

Again : the words of God accomplish a most important purpose with refe- 
rence to the believer’s sanctification, or his actual preparation for heaven. When 
our blessed Saviour made entreaty for the sanctilication of His converts. He 
referred to the Word of God as the instrument to be employed for that puri>ose. 
“ Sanctify them,” said Ho, “ through Thy truth.” And elsewhowi an apostle 
asserts, that ** by the foolishness of preaching it pleases God to save them that 
believe.” These expressions sufficiently mdicate the office of the Word to 
sanctify the believer. It were endless to *uinerate all the methods in which 
it acts for this great end ; partly it operates thppugh the promises it contains. 
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These promises being laid hold of by fcdth, nerve the believer for every duty to 
which he is summoned. promise of forgiveness of sins, of accep- 

tance with the Father, of the Spirit’s aid freely offered to every humble enqui- 
rer, of grace commensurate with every need, of help proportioned to our day 
and necessity ; there is the promise that prayer small be answered, that 
in reliance upon Divine help sin shall be overcome, temptation mastered, Satan 
trampled under foot, death conquered and heaven entered. These promises, 
laid hold of by faith, exert over the believer an energizing influence, prompting 
him to fresh duties, and sustaining Him beneath the pressure of severe trials. 
Thus they act for his sanctification, presenting to him at aJl times the con- 
straining motive to flee from all iniquity, and to cultivate holiness in the fear of 
the Lord, Then besides the promises, there are the thrcatenings of Scripture ; 
and if the former serve to encourage, the latter serve to warn and rebuke. As 
I see what throatenings are contained in GtaVs Word against the rebellious, 
how can I do otherwise than abhor every solicitation to evil ? Let a man only 
realise the awfulness of God’s thrc’satenings, as contained in His Word, and he 
must forsak(^ ini<juity and pursue after what makes for his everlasting peace. 
Thus the tlireateninv, e(iuully with the promises of Scripture become instru- 
mental to the believer's saiurtification. And then in addition to all this, there are 
the exstrnpl(‘s set Ixd'ore us in God’s Word — the record of men who in the 
midst of imndi to liinder and oppose, notwithstanding maintained their alle- 
giance, and at length entered upon th6 “rest” reserved for Ciod’s jieople. 
Their examples serve to animate the Christian in his great struggle with sin 
and combat with temxit.ation. He turns to the bright array of those who have 
obtained a “ good report” through faith, and he derives from the history 
of their triumph the warrant to ex^KJCt that he, too, may conquer, if relying 
upon the same source of strength. 

In all these respects, then, the Word of God acts for the believer’s moral 
purification, and thus benefits him for time and for eternity. But then 
it is only the man wlio walks “ uprightly” to whom this benefit is applied. 
The promise, for example, cannot advantage any but the consistent dis- 
ciple. No man has a right to appropriate a single promise of God’s 
Word, who is not resolved uiion striving after obedience. He may wrongly 
appropriate a promise ; but in this case it will only injure, through 
emboldening him in sin. It is the “ upright” walker before God to 
whom alone the promise in reality belongs. And so with respect to every 
other mode in which the Word is intended to benefit : the condition of bene- 
fitting is upright walking. What warrant can I have for turning to the 
example of saints for comfort, except I am aiming to resemble them in holi- 
ness ? Whereas, only let there be the endeavour, consistently maintained, to 
walk uprightly, and then can we set no limit to the good which God’s words 
are adapted to cause. Yes, if they furnish that knowledge whiqh most 
enriches, and elevates, and ennobles ; if tliey teach man what is his origin, 
what his present condition, what his future destiny ; if they supply him an 
unerring rule of conduct upon every occ'ision ; if they present “ a light for 
his feet and a lamp for liis xiath if they teach him the true method of salva- 
tion, through Christ’s obedience unto death; if they contribute to his moral 
sanctification — animating him by promises, rebuking and warning him by 
thrcatenings ; if they stimulate him by the record they furnish of men who, simi- 
larly circumstanced with himself, have yet been enabled to achieve the victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the devil ; and if they assure him that, through 
reliance upon the proffered help of Divinity, he may in like manner vanquish 
evil, and attain everlasting life — then let the record of every believer’s expe- 
rience be brought forward to give a verdict of approval to the truth of the 
declaration — ** Do not My words do good to him that walketh uprightly ?” 

May we carry away with us, then, the recollection of this great truth — 
namely, that in order to profit by God’s words, whether as communicated to 
us on the page of inspiration, or by the ministrations of the Gospel, there must 
he an endeavour on our parts to walk uprightly, or to walk in agreement wi^h 
^hat God’s Word iirescribes. It is an inestimable privilege to be familiar with 
the pages of Scripture ; it is an unspeakable blessing to have the means of 
grace — the opportunities of hearing that engrafted Word which is able to save 
tlie soul. No language can overstate the value of the Scriptures as the boon 
of God to earth ; of all the gifts of God which are strewn so plentifully around 
us, there is none to compare with the gift of the Bible — the charter of man’s 
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privileges now, of his hopes for the hereafter. To be destitute of the Bible 
were to be left to darkness, to uncertainty, to error ; to be the prey of false- 
hold and superstition, without a guide on earth ; without a ray of comfort in 
death, or of hope for eternity. It is the Bible, and the Bible alone, which in- 
structs me in all that is most precious for me to know ; without the Bible I 
might indeed have come to trace the path of planets in their orbits, to know 
each star that studs the canopy of heaven ; but never could I have known the 
Bright and the Morning Star — the only Star by which to navigate securely 
the ocean of life towards the haven of eternity. Without the Bible, I might 
wander over the paths of nature, have come to call every tree of the forest by 
name, every herb of the field, and everj’^ flower of the garden ; but never could 
I have ascertained the properties of the Bose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, 
the Balm of Gilead — the sovereign remedy for a diseased and sin-sick soul. 
I might have come to know all the numbers of arithmetic ; but the Bible alone 
could teach me so to ** number my days as to apply my heart unto wisdom 
and to ask, ** what shall it profit if I gain the whole world, and lose my own 
soul ?” Precious and costly boon ! more valuable than all the mines of earth ; 
the treasures of the deep sea, or the diamonds of the sky. Without the know- 
ledge its pages will teach, the wisest philosopher is ignorant, the mightiest mo- 
narch weak, the wealthiest of the wealthy poor. Possessing its truth, the very 
babes and sucklings are wise ; the meanest are noble ; the weakest are strong. 
But oh! recollect, I beseech you, that would you be blest by the Bible, you 
must take it as the rule of your conduct ; its sentences “ do good to those 
alone that walk uprightly.** Go to it, then, we beseech you, as your guide to 
duty, as well as your comfort in sorrow. Seek to act on its precepts, and you 
shall thus gain strength from its iiromises. When you hearken to the minis- 
trations of the Gospel, search and compare the word preached with the Word 
written ; recollect that by the Word are we to be judged, and that if the pos- 
session of this Word is to do us good — if it is to lead to our future salvation, and 
to be the means of our escape from perdition, the annexed condition is— “ Do 
not My words do good to him that walketh uprightly ?” 
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And I said. This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the right 
hand of the Mast High* 1 will remembei' _ the works of the Lord : surely I will 
remember Thy wonders of old** — Psalm Ixxvii. 10, 11. 

“^PnEY that are whole, need not a pliysician, but they that are sick.” When 
there is a competent physician to be had, the first step towards healing a sick 
man is to produce in him a consciousness of his sickness, so that he is willing 
to call in assistance. When a man is dangerously ill, and at the same time 
wholly unconscious of it, nay, quite decided in his own mind that he is well, 
so that he does not think of asking for medical assistance, and resents with 
impatience the very notion that ho requires it, then is his case deplorably 
hopeless.** In natural things, a man so situated, haying symptoms of disease 
fatally decisive, and yet, perseveringly declaring hiinself quite well, would, in 
the estimation of his friends and relatives be of unsound mind, and very 
naturally and justly so. In spiritual things, this is precisely the unsound- 
ness of mind with which we have to deal in the majority of persons around 
us. They are dangerously ill for eternity. Symptoms" fatally decisive present 
themselves on every side ; unbelief, worldliness, levity, and such like, pro- 
claim to every observer capable of forming a scriptural judgment, that the 
souls of these men are sick unto eternal death ; yet if we approach one, and 
.say so, however tenderly and affectionately, it js resented as an undue interfe- 
rence and intrusion, and no attempt is made to call in the assistance of the only 
competent Physician. What can be done for such persons ? The only thing 
we can do for them is to repeat our remonstrance from time to time, with all 
affection and tenderness, as opportunity serves, submitting to the ill treatment 
in return to which we expose ourselves, and praying, in the mean time, that it 
may please God mercifully to convey to them such a sense of their sickness as 
will induce them to have recourse to the true Physician of souls. 

But though many, too many, are such as I have described, aU are not so. 
Some there are who have been convinced of their sins, who have had recourse 
to the Physician, and have also had happy experience of His power to heal, 
and who ever remember what God was to them in those days of salvation. 
But they have had a relapse ; and the worst feature of their case now is, that 
they doubt whether God will again take their case in hand. They do not 
doubt that there is forgiveness for sinners in the first instance, bjit they con- 
sider their own ingratitude in relapsing so peculiar, as to make it doubtful 
whether ther^be forgiveness for them. In this seventy-seventh Psalm, we 
have David in such a condition. lie had relapsed into some sins whose 
circumstances are not set before us, but the complaint which he utters betrays 
intense pain ; pain arising from the {^prehension that God would not hear 
him any more, and from the conviction that if that were the case he must be 
utterly ruined. This is followed by a cause for the complaint detected, and 
then a remedy is announced. The complaint itself is bitter, “ In the day of 
my trouble I sought the Lord ; my sore ran in the night, and ceased not : my 
soul refused to be comforted.” The state of his mind he compares to an open 
running sore, continuing a foul discharge in sinte of every attempt toataunch 
it. Thus was his soul pouring forth accusations against itself, of the deadliest 
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character, accompanied with distrust of Him who alone could remedy its con- 
dition. “My soul refused to1)e comforted.” 

Now of course 1 shall speak iu vain, on such a subject as this, to those who 
have never felt spiritual sickness. It was for that reason I said at first — 
“ They that are whole, need not a physician and 1 apprehend that they who 
think themselves well, will not not attend to a physician. Yet for the sake of 
the sick ones "‘the subject must be introduced. There may be some of you in 
this sort of sickness occasioned by a relapse into sin. You, brethren, will 
know what is meant by the words,' “ a sore running and not ceasing,” “ a soul 
refusing to be comforted.” You will know what it is to hear everything 
that can be said about the mercy of God, and while you admit it as a general 
truth, to feel that it has no fipplication to yourselves ; to have no disposition to 
deny it as a fact in reference to others, yet to be without the slightest thought 
of self- application. We are sometimes called to see persons who are under such 
visitations of spiritual sickness ; and very distressing are all such cases. It 
is melancholy to i>erceive how every argument is thrown away upon such 
parties ; how the soul does indeed “ refuse to be comforted bow, following 
its own train of thought all the wliile you are speaking, it bursts forth in fresh 
complaints, without the least regard to all the consolations which you arc 
endeavouring to set before it ; and after you have detailed what ought to be 
consolatory, only pouring forth renewed accusations against itself. “Oh !” 
says the man, “ oh ! the blasphemy, oh ! the hyijocrisy, oh ! the vilenoss of my 
soul ! I cannot, I will not, be comforted.” And so this goes on, no matter 
what is said to convey comfort ; the soul refuses it, loathes it, puts it away ; 
the foundations of it have been undermined, and the poor wretch is prostrate 
under the effect of this relapse into sin. “ I remembered God,” says the 
psalmist, “and was troubled.” The expression “ troubled,” is frequently used 
to describe the sea in a storm, when the waters are agitated ; it is used to 
describe the wicked, who are said to be “ like the troubled sea.” It is here 
used by David to describe the state of his own soul when he^ “ remembered 
God whether it were that he remembered Ills majesty and was terrified, 
or that God having be^n a Comforter to him in time past, he was now 
troubled because his comfort was lost. “ I complained ; my spirit was over- 
whelmed.” Then he addresses God ; “ Thou boldest mine eyes waking ; I am 
so troubled that I cannot speak.” Why, what a desperate condition is this I 
het me ask, has any sinner among you — and doubtless there are many who 
have sinned, sinned even worse than David — lias any sinner among you been kept 
from sleep by an intense feeling of penitence, sorrow, and shame, or’ by despair 
in the presence of God? Why should not sin have the same effect now as it had 
once ? Why, if there be a reality in our sorrow for it, should it not affect men 
as it did ? Why do we read this passage and other ix)rtioiis of the Bible, 
just like parrots, witliout mentJil or personal application ? How can we admit 
that theWord of God “ liveth and abideth for ever,” and exprc.sses what the 
children of God feel in all ages, Knd yet read it without feeling it ? “I have 
considered,” says the psalmist, “ the days of old, the years of ancient times ; 
I called to remembrance ray song in the night.” 3Ioubtless that refers to his 
recalling to mind a perit^d when he could rejoice in (irod ; when, instead of 
being so downcast, mingled songs, spiritual songs, with his prayers ; when 
his joy in the liord was so great that be was not content with i)etitioning, 
but burst forth into thanksgiving. He remembers this as a bright vision of the 
past, which he has forfeited and lost. By relapsing into sin he has cast himself 
down from that brightness and blessedness wliieli he once enjoyed ; and this 
serves to enhance the mischief. 

Now, as I have already said, we do not know the circumstances under 
which this psalm was written. We do not know the particular cause which 
led to this state of mind. It may have beeu a worldly temptation ; it may 
have been some encroachment upon his spiritual thoughts, such as that to 
which I was calling your attention this morning,* something which stole away 
his mind from God, until thoughts of God ceased to have any practical power 
over hkn, and then, perhaps, some worldly temptation ensnared and betrayed 
him. But whatever the cause may have been, the language is that of a backslider 
in heart, who, having been for a season “ filled with his own ways,” is now 
awakened to consider his condition, and with terror enters into the considera- 
tion that he has so far fallen that it is out of his power to rise again. He thus 
* See ante. No, 1,373, p. 3H>. 
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goes on in the stragglings of distrust, until at last there is a gleam of hope. 
But mark how his distrust expresses itself : “M'^ill the Lord cast off for ever ? 
and will He be favourable no more ? Is His mercy clean gone for ever ? doth 
His promise fail for evermore? Hath God forgotten to ‘be gracious*? hath 
He in anger shut up His tender mercies ?” Is my case too bad even for God’s 
mercy ? Here is a fresh feature in the complaint. There is not a mere 
sense of his own vileness, and a pouring forth of the horrid contents of a soul 
that was so sunk in opposition to God tliat it had no peace, no comfort, in 
thinjping of Him, but thtre is now an approach to God, or at least a return to 
consider what God iq. 'Is He unable or. unwilling to reach such a case as 
this ? Is it such a case of aggravation that He must turn away from it ? 
“ Will He be favourable no more ?” Is a relapse into sin, after having 
known the sweetness of redemption, after having known what it was to trust 
God — ^is this so fatal that there is no possibility of return to peace and 
favour with God afterwards ?’ This is the question, the real question, when 
the sinner, possessed of Christian advantages and Christian obligations, has 
relapsed into sin — ‘Is there forgiveness for such an one ? |This is the question 
which arises after the sin has ceased to enslave him, after it has ceased to hold 
him captive. So long as he remained enslaved by it, the question was — ‘ Shall 
I give up this darling indulgliftnce ?’ and while that was his feeling he could 
not deal with God about the matter at all. But now he is willing to give ^ 
up, and the question is, * Is it not too late ? Will God have me back ? Su^ 
posing I do relinquish this indulged and discarded sin, have I, in the mean 
time, so ruined myself, — have I, in the mean time, so gone beyond the extent of 
Divine forbearance, as to have undone my hope, as well as my present peace ? 
Can I come back ? Will God have me back This is the question, my friends. 

Now let me entreat you to consider fairly with yourselves, how this matter 
stands at the present moment. Some of you may be enslaved at this moment, 
carried captive by a sin wdiich you are not yet willing to relinquish ; I warn 
you, that as long as you are not willing to relinquish it you can have no real 
dealings with God about the matter j for lie knows the slate of your hearts, and 
is cognisant of your every thought. But how shall you ascertain whether you 
are willing to relinquish the sin or not ? There is a sinqilc appeal to ^our 
sincerity, but the mode' of trial depends upon the nature of the sin. If it be 
the commission of some crime which there is no opportunity to repeat, your 
sincerity cannot then be so strictly tested as if there were an opportunity to 
repeat it. It may he a sin, the advantage of which you are still reaping. 
Suppose, for instance, it bo some successful dishonesty ; supiiose you arp at 
this very moment in iiossession of property obtained by fraud, and, when you 
come to consider your state before God, you ask yourselves the question — ‘ Am 
I sincere ? Do I desire to have pardon for the sin, and to be healed in my 
spiritual life ?’ Well, the test here is simple. What was acquired by fraud 
must be restored. And if the parties to whom it of right belongs cannot be 
found, stiU it must not be wasted on yourselves ; it must not be appropriated 
to your private use ; it must be dedicated to some other service, or given in 
God’s service, as a test of sincerity. 

Well, supposing tliat merciful point turned, and that there is willingness, I 
would now turn from an attempt to fasten conviction, and I would speak to 
those in whom God has fastened conviction, in the hope of bringing relief to 
their troubled souls. Suppose thgt it has jjleased God, in His merej^ to fasten 
convictions deep and sincere ; that you are really willing to part with the evil and 
its advantages, if they can be so designated ; that you are, so far as man can 
discern, sincere in this matter, penitent for,^ and wiWing to give up, the 
iniquity, anxious to return to God *, and now the question is, ‘ Will He receive 
you ? Will He be favourable, or will He not ? Is there hope in such a case, 
or is there not ?’ You see how the psalmist was tried in the struggle between 
distrust and faith. In the language of the text, faith begins to appear instead 
of distrust. And I said, this is my infirmity.” ‘ I have discovered, the 
cause of this alarm j it is not any change in God, it is a change in me ; it is 
not God’s caprice, but man’s infirmity ; the cloud has not descended from 
heaven, it has arisen from earth. “ This is my infirmity.” I am not able to 
bear up against the pressure which this relapse has caused, I am not able to 
look aright at the remedy. “ This is my infirmity it is unbelief.’ This 
infirmity is preceded by other infirmities in the case of the Christian ; it is 
produced by a long series of worldliness, introducing the things of the world 
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into the mind ; so that the things of God have lost their power, the character 
and work of G(»d have lost their influence. God has not been thought of 
or brought before the mind, and as . the result of this state of things, comes this 
want of power to lay hold of Him. ‘ It is my infirmity that I am not able to 
trust in God.’ But, it is a mercy to discover this. Well, here is the discovery 
made. The cause of the complaint is now detected. It is not any want of 
mercy in God, not any want Of willingness or power in Him to save, but it is 
man’s infirmity. 

This being the case, we are prepared to seek for a remedy. If the nature 
of the mischief were such that something more was reejuired on the pArt of 
God than He has actually done, then we could look for no remedy ; we could 
not induce Him to do more. If the case required some fresh redemption to be 
wrought, the hope must be vain ; we could not procure any fresh redenjption. 
If the cause of the complaint were anything in heaven, we must “ let it alone for 
ever.” It is well, then, that we have made thus much of discovery, that the 
cause is upon earth ; that it is in ourselves, in our own infirmity. If wc can 
find an appropriate remedy for this, we can find one for the very depth of the 
disease. 

And now what is the remedy ? “ I said, this is my infirmity.” ‘ But what, 
— ^what shall I do ? What can I do ? Why, the infirmity in question is, that 
I cannot trust God. Then what must 1 do ?’ “ I will remember the years of 
^e right hand of the Most High ; surely I will remember Thy wonders of 
old.” To remember the works and wonders of God ; this is the remedy — tliis is 
the cure for our infirmity, to recal His majesty, Ills power, His greatness, as 
manifested in His works. And what does the psalmist then proceed to do ? 
He refers to the great work of Israel’s redemption, which is typical of a 
greater redemption still. He enlarges upon Israel’s redemption out of Egypt, 
all the facts connected with it being calculated to recover in his mind a sense 
of God’s power and goodness, His goodness shown in providing for Israel, His 
power in Israel’s deliverance. “I will meditate also of all Thy work, and talk 
of Thy doings. Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who is so great a God 
as our God ? Thou art the God that doest wonders : Tliou hast declared Thy 
strength among the people.” Here, then, we are approaching the remedy ; 
when we can magnify God, and proclaim His greatness, and advance to the 
declaration of His power, as exhibited on behalf of His iKJople. “Thou hast 
with Thine arm redeemed Thy people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. The 
waters saw Thee, O God, the waters saw Thee ; they were afraid : the depths 
also were troubled.” The psalmist here refers to the Red Sea. iPersonitying 
tlie" waters, he invests them with sensibility to perceive the approach of God ; 
he describes them ^s departing at that approach, in order to leave a pathway 
for the ransomed to pass over. “The clouds poured out water : the skies sent 
out a sound : I'hine arrows also went abroad.” We do not read of this in the 
book of Exodus ; but these things, it appears from the psalmist’s account, 
accompanied the passage of Israel through the Red Sea. Tliere were clouds, 
there were thunderings, there were lightnings ; “ the earth trembled and 
shook. Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in the great waters, and Thy 
footsteps are not known,” There is a mystery about all this ; there is an 
outward act such as we can understand ; there is a depth through which we 
cannot penetrate ; there is a path through the water where Israel walked, 
and God’s power was manifested ; but Gc^’s own path is in the deep waters, 
no man can trace it. “ Thou leddest Thy people like a fiock by the hand of 
Moses.” This is the way, my brethren, to recount God’s wonders. Those 
wonders are still to be set before us, although we have greater wonders to turn 
to. Wonders in the outward and visible world are well calculated to recover, 
in the mind’s eye of those who believe them, a sense of God’s presence, power, 
and majesty. There were His i)eople, His “chosen nation,” who had too often 
relapsed into sin, waiting to be delivered from the hands of the king of Egypt. 
They were brought into a defile that they might witness the power of God. 
They had the sea in the front, and the host of Pharaoh in the rear, and the 
voice of the Lord went forth by Moses telling the people to go forward — 
forward into the deep waters. Here they were, upon the shore of the Sea. 
with the proud host of Pharaoh moving towards them, but “ the waters saw 
God” and separated, “ the depths were troubled,” a highway was made, the 
waters stood as a wall on the right hand and on the left, till His ransomed peo- 
ple had passed over. Then they sang His praise. “ I will sing to the Lord ; 
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He hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his rider He hath thrown into 
the sea.” The Lord troubled the host of JPharaoh ; He brake their chariot 
wheels, so that they dragged slowly along the sand ; they could not overtake 
His little ones ; even the women and children passed safe through the sea ; 
and while the chariots of Pharaoh were broken and travelled with difficulty 
through the sand, tlie little ones of ' the Lord passed safely to the other side. 
By that time the waters returned and overwhelmed the Egyptians. Tims' did 
the Lord deliver His people ; and this deliverance is magnitied wherever the 
praises of Uod are sung. “ The sea saw it and fled, Jordan was driven back ; 
the mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. What 
ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest ? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven 
back ? Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams ; and ye little hills, like* 
lambs ? Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of 
the God of Jacob 

Now thus realise what God is, and your infirmity will disappear. He is the 
God of redeeming love ; He is the God possessing a power of sovereign inter- 
ference in behalf of Ilis people ; He is the God who hath interfered by a 
higher redemption than that of Israel out of Egypt, even the redemption of 
His own dear Son. Here was a greater diffieulty to contend with ; here was a 
body of sinners pursued, not by the king of Egypt, but by Satan the great 
enemy of God and man. And here were dangers to be overcome ; here were 
difficulties indeed ; not the Bed sea, not opposing mountains, but the law of 
God, the truth of God, the righteousness of God, the justice of God, the holy 
anger of God against sin, the moral government of God, requiring that the 
sinner should be east into everlasting tire. The Bed Sea is nothing compared 
with this barrier. And how is it to be broken through ? .Ilow is this to be 
done ? Not by force — this may not be. The high principles of righteous 
justice and judgment require that the law should be respected. Here, my 
brethren, is the remedy for all the complaints of the poor distressed soul. Lilm 
a trembling sinner, look to the Lord Jesus Christ coming forth to the rescue ; 
behold “the Word that was with God, and was God,” becoming man, and 
taking the manhood into the Godhead. See Him toiling in raan^s nature, 
l)erfornung man’s duty, enduring man’s curse. Look at Him discharging 
every duty which man was called upon to discharge, magnifying God’s law, and 
making every response which a reasonable creature should make to the law of 
his Maker. See every feeling, every thought, every act, exactly what God 
would have it to be ; behold Him perfect, doing everything which man is 
required to do, without the slightest failure. And do not imagiufe that this 
was an easy task, nor suppose, that because Jle was God, there was no difficulty 
in this work. He emptied Himi^elf of His majesty that He might) feel the 
difficulty } He was weighed down by the pressure of this work ; “ groaned, being 
burdened,” and uttered strong cryings to God ; He “ cried to Him who was 
able to save Him from death “He was a Man of sorrows,' and acquainted 
with grief.” “It pleased God to bruise Him,” and to “ put Him to an open 
shame.” There was no make-believe in this ; it was reality — the reality of a 
man toiling and sufiering ; “ sweating great drops of blood.” Yes, it was real, 
and it was i)erfect. “ God so loved the w'orld, that He gave His Son,” His beloved 
Son, to be our ransom ; He “ so loved th^ world,” while every impediment was 
yet in the way, at a time when the barriers of justice had not been broken 
down, and the strongest reasons existed, wdiy nothing of kindness should be 
done for such a world. Now, there is what He has done to be pleaded ; 
but before it was done “ Goil so loved the world” that Ho gave His Son to die 
for it ; He “ so loved the world” when men were “ dead in trespasses and 
sins,” and were “ enemies to Him by wicked works.” Thus the love of God 
was not in the way of debt, but in the way of free gift — spontaneous gene- 
rosity ; it was not the giving of something which He grudged to give, and the - 
withholding the remainder on account of man’s ingratitude ; but there was a 
display of God’s generosity from first to last. He gave His Son to carry 
through the work which He commenced ; and “ if, when wc were eneniies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by His life.” Why should (»od stop in His work now 
after having done so much ?• Having commenced in love, having persevered • 
• through toil and sufiering, and all for His own glory, and in gratuitous benevo- 
lence to us who deserved nothing, what should now stop Him ? Here are 
considerations to help our infirmity. Will He be graciotfs ? Will He be 
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favourable ? Will He receive back tlie poor helpless sinner who lias relapsed 
into sin ? Oh I man’s doubting “ is his infirmity.” Let him say, then, * I will 
remember the wonders of God’s redeeming mercy ; I will rec^ the cross ; I 
will go again to Gethsemano ; I will stand there again and behold that won- 
derful Sufferer ; I will listen again to His wonderful prayer, “ S'ather, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from Me ; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou 
wilt.” I will meditate jon that cup ; I will consider the bearing of that 
upon my case. There is the cup wliich contains tlie bitterness wliich man’s sin 
had deserved, and which might well have fallen upon me ; most righteously 
liad I deserved it. Can I be restored to the favour of God ? Can I, a 
iwor helpless creature, who have apostatised again and again and relapsed 
into sin against my better judgment, and against the remonstrances of 
my conscience ; can such a blind, helpless, vile, hypocritical wretch return 
unto God ? Oh I I will remember all the ingredients which were in that bitter 
cup ; I will reoKimber that there was God’s righteous anger against hypocrisy, 
against ingratitude, against blasx)hemy, against impurity, against dishonesty, 
against fraud, against reluctance to yield up the fruits of fraud ; 1 will remem- 
ber that in that cup is the curse deserved by all these things. “ Surely I 
will remember God’s wonders of old,” and I will argue with myself — My soul, 
look again ! “ Why art thou disquieted ?” “ why art thou cast down ?” Look 
again, and consider the w’onders of God’s mercy. If the Son of God died for 
sinful men, what more can be asked ? What more can be needed than to have 
confidence in Him?’ 

This, my friends, is the only way of recovery. There can be no recovery 
but this from such a disease as 1 have described. There is no recovery by 
lapse of time. Forgetfulness is not recovery, even if it could be retained. 
‘There is no recovery by superstitious observances ; these do but daub the 
wall with untempered mortar, they do but heal the wound of the peoi)le 
slightly — they do but salve it over on the surface, leaving the sore within 
There is no recovery by substituting for the inward workings of the heart, the 
outward workings of the senses ; there is no recovery” from a disease which 
has arisen from some idolatry of gold or silver, in having recourse to an idol- 
atry of wood and stone. There is no recovery by the devices or traditions of 
men, or by the superstitions of a church. There is no recovery but by the 
majesty of God, the power of God, the w'orks of God, the character of God as 
manifested in Jesus Christ. Here, and here alone, is recovery, “ Surely 1 will 
remember God’s works of old.” 

Lt)ok again, and be lightened in heart, ye poor trembling sinful creatures, 
who have relapsed against your judgment and conscience, and are now ready 
todc6X)air. Is it likely that I address many such this evening ? Have wc many 
tokens of such feelings ? Not many, but there may be some, and the consola- 
tion of one such will oufweigh a wliole congregation of the careless. God 
casts His eye ui)oti such an one with peculiar tenderness, and He is, I trust, 
sending to him a message of deliverance, for His dear Son’s sake. 

Oh ! you who have jit present peace with God by faith in Jesus Christ, be care- 
ful against relapses which open such sores as that of which I have now Ixieu speak- 
ing. Beware of relapses against your conscience ; stand fast in the Lord God ; 
hold fast a “ good conscience,” which “some having put away, concerning faith 
have made shipwreck.” And ye, toVhom 1 have been especially addressing 
myself, burdened, lieavy-laden, lielpless creatures, I entreat you, beware, 
beware of dei^air. Despair ! wbat reason can you assign for that ? Has 
Gt)d ceased to be gracious to you in an outward sense ? Does He not spare 
your health notwithstanding your treatment of Him ? Does He not spare 
your friends, your kindred, your families, your comforts ? Has He not spared 
miuiy things, which, if angry. He might take away from you ? Do not sup- 
pose for a moment that He is unwilling to . rescue your soul from its present 
deplorable state. Has your “sore run in tlie night,” and have you “refused 
to be comforted ?” Learn, now, that “ this is your infirmity.” Look, again, 
at what God has done ; observe what Jesus Christ is to you. See if there be 
a single pang you liave deserved to endure that He has not already sufiered 
for your sake. What more could you desire ? God is infinitely willing to 
receive you freely, to heal your backslidiugs, and to breathe peace again into 
your souls. Oh! “hoiio in Go<l.” You' ‘‘'shall yet praise Him, who is the 
light of your countenance and your GotL” Lift up your hearts ; look unto 
Jesus, and your poor troubled souls shall be comforted. 
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My dkiar friends, consider what God is. Even if your case were worse than 
it is, all that you could desire is provided. God is “ well pleased” with His 
Son. There is nothing else than this in the Gospel. If there be not this, what 
is there in the Gospel ? If there be not recovery ; if there be not acceptance 
for the sinner ; if we have not authority from God to “ declare and pronounce 
to His people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins,” then 
what are the tidings which we have to tell ? Oh ! these are the tidings — 
“ He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly 
believe His holy Gospel.” You have been repenting, you are now broken 
down with sorrrow, and you do not doubt the Gospel except in your own 
case. Here, then, is our message to you : ‘ He who repents and believes the 
Gospel; he who believes — not that Christ died for him — that is not the Gospel, 
— but that He died for sinners ; he whoj believes this, has absolution and 
remission of sins from God.’ This is our message. Be restored, then ; be 
comforted, cheered, refreshed. And be strengthened also against the prevail- 
ing temptations that would keep you away from God. Come back, to 
sweet fellowship with your Father,^hat you may walk in His ways and 
delight in His companionship. 

And now, before 1 conclude, let me revert, for one moment, to those of 
whom I spoke at first, those who know nothing at all about this, to whom the 
whole subject is as completely strange, as if the language were strange. Nay, 
the case is even w'orse. Some of you,* on hearing such an account of the trials 
of Christians, of their temptations and troubles, their anxieties and alarms, 
their relapses into sin and approaches to despair — some of you, I say, may 
be tempted to feel — * Why, if this be the case, what advantage is there in 
adopting such a religion, or in displaying sucli earnestness for the Gospel ?* 
Thus do I imagine it quite possible that the enemy of souls may have begun 
to whisper in your soxils to-night, th^ it is better to be, as indeed you have 
been, careless about the whole matter, than to be so agitated and distressed 
as Christians are. ' Well, my bretlinm, I admit, that “if in this world only 
we had hope in Christ, we should ofj all men be most miserable I admit 
that there are sorrows peculuir to the Christian, of which the men of the 
world know nothing ; I admit tliat the men of the world know not so much 
trouble as Christians in their life, sometimes not even in their death, that 
“ they are not in trouble like other folk I admit that they go with an easy 
step and a gay countenance, and a comparatively liglit heart, through the 
‘greater part of their lives, sometimes ihrough tlic whole of them ; I quite 
grant all this — and what then ? — wiiat then ? That is the question. If this 
were the only world we Jiad to live in, of course we should take no pains at all 
about this matter ; but ' if it be not the only one, again I ask, vrhat then ? 
What will avail the easy gaiety of a life free from anxiety and repentance when 
it comes to lan end in the fires of hell ; when God is seen for the first time as 
an enemy ; when Christ is known for the first time as an enemy coming to dash 
His foes in pieces, and instead of a Saviour is met as an avenger ? Then will you 
look back on a life of gaiety and ease with inexpressible regret and horror ; 
then will you be ready to say — * Would, to God that I had felt the pangs of 
penitence ; would to God that I had felt that disease which I heard preached 
about ; would to God that my heart had been pierced on account of sin, that 
I had .groaned in sorrowing penitence with the church of God upon earth, in 
order that I might know Him as a Saviour whom now I must know for ever 
as an enemy !’ Yes, now is your time ; repent and believe the Gospel. Do 
not be deterred by this account of* the inward sorrows of some of God’s people, 
liepent, I say, and believe the Gospel. For, after all, with all our sorrows and 
all our trials, with all our relapses and all our bitter sores, and all our refusings 
to be cojjitorted, and all our cryings of spirit ; after all, and with all these* we 
are the happiest people upon earth *, happier when weeping over sin, than you 
when laughing in sin ; happier kept from sleep at night by penitence, than 
you enjoying a midnight revel oi gaiety and sport. Be not deceived ; join us 
I and you will bo blessed. Believe the Gospel : cast in your lot with the 
sorrowers on earth, that you may not sorrow in hell for ever. 
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“ Day unto day utterctJi speech, and niyht unto night showeth knowledge *'*'' — 
X'salni xix. 2. 

In addressing you, my brethren, on such a subject as that which we shall 
have to discuss in the present, and in the five following l./ecture8, ayc are quite 
aware that we lay ourselves ojicn to some objections; for it may be said espe- 
cially that an association of young men who arc banded together for missionary 
puriioses, and whose very title shows that they are thus associated, in order 
“ to aid the cause of missions at home and abroad,” are very little connected, 
essentially connected and by virtue of their association, with any scientific 
<juestions ; and that the connection therefore of physical scieqpo wdth revealed 
religion is one which, to them as an association, can possess comparatively 
little interest. We do not hereby mean to say, that it would he likely to be 
objected that they are uninterested in a question like this, but that it can 
hardly be brought fairly before them by reason of their being thus associated. 
And moreover, as it has been observed, and not always without reason, that 
the spirit of scientific research and the spirit of true and genuine piety are 
not invariably found synchronising, so it may be said that the spirit of scien- 
tific research may be pursued, and pursued with a certain degree of success also, 
and neither tend to open tiie mind to religibus infiucnces, nor to hiduce us to 
regard the phenomena of nature, as leading us to contemplate lier Divine 
Author. 

But to such objections we feel ourselves bound to make this reply — that onr 
object is not so much to render Christianity scientific as to render science 
f^hristian ; and as we know that the present day is a day of universal inquiry, 
and a day when the mind is actively engaged in the pursuit of truth, and espe- 
cially the mind of those rising among us, and more especially still those rising 
to eminence among ns by their position, by their energies and by the industry 
which they display, then we say that we arc doing a service to them, and 
doing a service to the cause of truth at large, if we point out to them the unity 
^ALL truth — if we call their attention to that great fact, which cannot be too 
^equently contemplated, and on which it is impossible to lay too much stress, 
that Christ in declaring Himself to be ** the truth,** as well as “ the life” and 
“ the way,” indicates to us, that He concentrates in Himself all verity, and 
that we cannot by any means apply our minds to the study of truth, no matter 
in what way we seek for it, without having ourselves indirectly brought to 
Him. It may not indeed be always sufficient to bring us rightly to Him; it ^ 
may not be always sufficient to bring us to a saving knowledge of Him ; but 
we do maintain that the pursuit of any truth rightly pursued will bring us 
finally to the contemplation of Him who is its source and centre. And there- 
fore we coqpeive that we are well warranted in bringing before an association 
banded to^fei^ as we have said, for religious purposes, ^*for aiding the cause 
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(tf missions at home and abroad” the aspects of truth as presented to us by the 
Book of Nature, contemplated with reference to the aspects of truth as pre- 
sented to us by the Book of Hevelation. And having thus spoken concerning 
the objection which may indeed on the threshold of our inquiries be brought 
against us, we shall now proceed also to say, that our object is not to enter at 
large upon a disquisition of all those vast and important questions which so 
extensive a field will present to us, (for tliis would require not a few short lec- 
tures, but many and largt* volumes,) but simply to point your attention to one 
or two of the most important facts, one or two of the most interesting coinci- 
dences connected with each of those branches of science on which we shall touch, 
in order to make out that proposition with which w'e started, that there is an 
unity in all truth, and that we cannot rightly read the Book of Nature, with- 
out reading therein the will of God. 

Now’ in pursuing an investigation like this we shall naturally be led, in the 
first place, to the very earliest ages of creation ; we shall consider how it is 
that this world, or rather this universe, sprang into existence ; we shall be led 
to consider by what power it was ordained, by what instruments it is governeid, 
according to what principles it is kept up ; and we shall endeavour therefore 
to ascertain how far we can reconcile, if any reconcilement be necessary, the 
information derived from the researches of natural philosophy with the infor- 
mation given to us by the records of God’s truth. 

In speaking, then, concerning the history of the creation, and recalling your 
thoughts to tlie very earliest ages, we shall find that the first as well as the most 
important records are those which are given to us in the books of Moses. And 
here it may be well just in limine to observe, that we are no longer able to take 
the books of Moses as they have sometimes been taken, namely, as being the 
entire and perfect production of Moses himself, inasmuch as we find that the 
latter part of the book of Deuteronomy gives us an account of the death of 
Moses, and of the Divine appointment of his successor ; and also that to a dili- 
gent student, and more especially to one w’ho attentively examines the original 
language, there will appear such variations as will lead him to conclude that 
these, in the earlier tnxiks especially, were separate records bound (as it were) 
together by Moses, and which therefore come to us as* much with the stamp of 
his authority, as though they were indeed written by his own baud, and which , 
coming to us with this stamp, arc bound to be received by us as the records of 
inspiration. We say that, in the first place, it is necessary thus briefly to make 
this remark, because wo shall have occasion to recur to it hereafter ; and now 
having touched on this point it will be also necessary for us to state, how far 
we consider the question of the authority of the books of Moses to bear uiion 
the points which are before us, namely, the great fact that they are to us the 
records of inspired truth. 

Now it will be quite sufficient •for our purpose, conceiving and believing as 
wc do, that that wliich is affirmed by the Scriptures of truth and that which is 
confirmed by the Word of Christ must necessarily be of Divine authority, to 
prove that our Lord and His apostlds did refer to these books as possessing 
Divine authority, and did command the Jews to observe them and refer to 
them as evidences of the Divine mission of our Lord himself. This we say 
would be an amply sufficient argument for us as Christians. But we have an 
argument which we can carry a little beyond this, because it applies not only 
to us as Christians, but it would apply to the Jews also, and moreover, it 
applies to the general critic as well as to the Jew ; and that is, that the Jews, 
of all men the best calculated to judge concerning their own Scriptures, 
uniformly did consider the books of Moses as being of Divine authority, and 
as uniformly considered tliat all the earlier parts of the books of Moses were, 
if not absolutely the work of the lawgiver himself, at least collected together 
by him, and partly, indeed, written by his own hand. Thus they looked on 
these records as put forth by bis authority under the Divine sanction, and 
consequently to be themselves of Divine authority from the beginning to the end. 
Here, then, we say, we have an argument which does not apply merely to 
the Christian, but which applies to the Jew, and beyond the Jew to the general 
critic, who may be led to inquire what right the Jews had thus to decide and 
what kind of authority they had when they came to that decision. 

Into tins question it will be needless for us further to enter at present ; 
first, because as Christians (and 1 am addressing myself peculiarly to a 
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Christian Society.) the first reason wliich we ^ve, namely, the confirraation 
oi the law by Christ as o! Divine authority, is abundantly sufficient for oiur 
purpose ; next, because it would lead us too far from our subject ; and, lastly, 
because from its very nature it would require us to refer to documents and to 
lay before you criticisms which would be altogether incompatible with such 
L^tures as those which 1 am now engaged in delivering. 

It will doubtless be in the recollection of many of you, that there was a 
question which agitated the philosophical world for many centuries of old, 
concerning eternity of matter There were those among the philosophers 
who rightiy remembering that Jt was beyond the power of man to annihilate 
or destroy one particle of created matter, decided that therefore matter was 
indestructible ; and so far as human power goes they were right in so deciding. 
But finding that matter was thus indestructible, tliey proewded to argue that 
as matter oould never be destroyed, so there could have been no time when 
matter did not exist, Tliey found that all matter was but derived from matter 
previously existing in another form, and that ther^ was but a perpetual 
system of change going on throughout the creation, there being no such 
thing within the compass of their experience as an absolutely new creation any 
more than an absolute destruction or anniliilation. Observing this they 
boldly ventured oti the assertion that matter was by its own nature eternal — 
that there never had been a time when, there was not a visible creation, and 
tliat there never would be a time when that visible ereation should cease to 
exist. They did not indeed contend that the world with its present race of 
inhabitants, with its present rocks and fountains, with its present groves 
and^ hills, with its present animal classes and with its present intelligent 
dozens — they did not contend that this present state of things had been 
etenial ; but they merely contended., that something had existed out of which 
all these inanimate things and all these animated beings had been formed, and 
that there never had been a time, and that there never could have been a time 
when nothing existed at all, save the Divine essence. 

Now this question which occupied the attention of tlie wisest minds century 
after century, and which, indeed, would appear by its nature to be removed 
beyond the power of observation, so that mankind could come to no certain 
mathematical demonstration the one way or the other, is settled for us by 
the Word of the Divine record. God made all things out of nothing “ by the 
Word of His power,” or in other words (for let us not forget the meaning of 
them) by the Son of His love, ♦‘so that things which are seen .were not 
made of things which do appear.” This, then, is the comment of the New 
Testament upon those words of the Old : “ In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth ;” and thus a question which man could never 
solve, which was altogether beyond the pow'cr of his solution, beyond the 
sphere of his observation rightly to decide, is. decided for him by Divine truth ; 
and we find that thereby a new view is given to him of the greatness of God, 
and he is led to form still grander ideas and more adequate conceptions of the 
magnificence of Him who “ holdeth the seas in the hollow of His hand,” and 
who by “ the Word of His power” ci|U6ed this magnificent creation to spring 
into existence to His praise. 

I Here, therefore, we find at once that there is one important scientific question 
which is set at rest by a reference td the Word of God ; and, at the same time 
that this important scientific question is set at rest, there is a way opened out 
to new^and grand conceptions of the Divine nature, which conceptions tend, if 
they do not enable us “ by searching to find out God,” at least to bring His 
perfections and attributes before us under much more favourable, because 
much more sublime circumstances, tlian we could by our own investigations 
ever have attained. 

We find that having thus specifically and succinctly settled this question of 
the eternity of matter by the few words that “ in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth,” we are informiid subsequently of that which took place 
after the creation of “ the heavens and the earth.” We shall neither have 
time, nor if we had time would it be applicable to our purpose at present, to 
lay before you any of the theories of the ancients concerning the state of chaos 

concerning the notions of some that out of chaos, or a confused moss consist- 
ing of tl^e seeds of all things in existence, by some fortuitous concussion, 
By some strange and inexplicable motion of the atoms among themselves, this 
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intelligiblo and iutelligent creation was formed : but we will just observe, for 
this matter is told us by the Inspired writer, that “ the earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep ; and the Spirit of 
God moved mpon the face of the waters.” Thus we have at once given to us 
the conception of a vast mass, appro^hing to liquidity, and from that mass the 
world in its present state, being grafually formed to assume the aspect which 
it now presents to us, and “ the Spirit of God moving upon the face of the 
waters.” Not that thereby the Divine Creator intended that we should regard 
the Spirit of God as being localized or confined to one place or as being more 
emphatically there, but simply this. The effect of the Spirit of God thus 
floating or brooding, as it were, over “ the face of the waters” was subsequently 
to be related, and His presence was thereby of utility to be named, as 
showing us that it was done by Ills power, by His immediate interposition,* 
and not by the operation of any certain rules left subsequently to work out 
their own specific results — that it is by the express and special operation of 
His h>i)irit that all thk||s are done, that the world was created, that every one 
of those instances tak^|>lace which we are in the habit of referring to general 
laws, and that whatsoever there is done upon earth, as well physically as 
spiritually, “ the J-.ord doeth it Himself.” 

Tlie word “ cosmogony,” which is the term that has usually been given 
to that science wl»ich teaches us concerning the formation of the universe, 
signifies the '^generation of the world.** And here we may just briefly observe 
to some of the younger of our hearers, that the very names which are given 
to the books of Moses, are in themselves highly significant of the great events 
which they relate to us. “ Genesis” signifies creation ; “Exodus” out going 
orout-pdss; “Leviticus” the constitutions of Levi; the book of Numbers 
carries its own signification ; and the tetm “ Deuteronomy” is but “ a repeti- 
tion of the Law** 

To return, then, to the cosmogony of Moses — ^that is, to th^ account which 
Moses gives of the creation or generation of the world — him first set- 
tling, as we have alread}'^ observed, the question of tlie etanliiy of matter, by 
simply telling us that, “in the beginning God created heavens and the 
eartli and lest these words should by subsequent ages be misunderstood, as 
science advanced with gigantki steps, throwing its torch-light (as it were) over 
the very face of creation, we find the Divine authority in the New Testament 
still further explaining and commenting upon them by saying, that God made 
idl things out of nothing “by the word of His power,” “ so that things which 
arc seen were not made of things which do appear.” 

Now there was hut one express act of creation concerning this physical 
world — “ God created the heavens and the eartli ;” and there was also but one 
act of creation with regard to the spiritual or the intellectual world, — “ God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life ; and man became a living soul.” Here, then, we have two ex- 
press ac'.ts of creation — the one the creation of matter, the other the creation 
of spirit. We do not mean to say that there was no creation of spirit before : 
we have reason to believe, and indeed td’know, that there was, and that before 
Adam was created in the image of God there were those bright spirits who 
had “ kept their first estate,” and who were permitted to visit him in that 
garden of Paradise in which his Ixmeficent Creator had placed him. But so 
far as we, the inhabitants of this world are concerned, we find that there was 
but one fu;t of creation regarding the physical, and but one regarding the 
spiritual the one conveyed to us in the words — “ In the beginning, 

God created the heavens and the earth,” the other conveyed to us in the 
words — “ and God breathed into the nostrils of man the breath of life ; and 
man became a living soul.” It will not form any part of our investigation, 
neither in this nor in any of the lectures in the present course, to speak of the 
succession of sinrit : we have now to do with the physical sciences and their 
connection with revealed religion, and to that we must confine ourselves. 

When, therefore, we are told that God made all things out of nothing by 
the Word of His power,” “so that things which are seen were not maoe of 
things which do appear,” we have a blow given not only to the doctrine that 
matter was eternal, but also to another doctrine somewhat associated thereto, 
tliat there have been many successive acts of creation. No; we are told here 
that there are not. “ Things which are seen were not made of things whichu 
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do appear.” God made, in the Iftrst place, all things out of nothing, and after- 
wards, and not till afterwards, did He form those things that weil^ seen. 
Thus we see that there is indeed a continual succession of beings without any 
absolutely new creation. The one act of creation having taken place, we are 
told that God ‘Tested from all His workvhich He had made and the crea- 
tive energy having, as it were, thus ceas^, and the power of creation having 
been thus fully developed, we afterwards find God manifesting Himself in the 
kingdom of Providence. 

One subject which has excited much attention, and has been until of late 
years comparatively little understood, is the circumstance that in the history 
of creation as given to us by Moses, it is stated that on the first day of creation 
“ God said, Let there he light ; and there was light j” w'hereas it was not until 
subsequenUy, on the fourth day, that “God said. Let there lie lights in the 
firmament of the heaven, to divide the day from the night ; and let them be 
for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years.” Now probably, whht I 
am about to say to you on this subject, will sc{ircel«J|B new t<i any of you ; 
but at the same time, there is one view in which it il^ot always regarded. 
We are in the habit so much of regarding the sun as the source of light and 
of heat, that we are at first struck with some little surprise, on being told of 
the creation of light on the first day, and the creation of the sun and the moon 
on the fourth day. Because it may be said. Then there was light indepen- 
dently of the sun and the moon, and there could not have been tlio necessity 
of “lights in the firmament of heaven to divide tlie day from the night,” when 
we are already told that God had created light independently both of the one 
and of the other, and also that lie had “ divided the light from the darkness,” 
and that He had “ called the light day,” and that “ the darkness He had called 
night.” • » 

Here, then, let us suppose that with a passage like this before him, a philo- 
sopher of a hundred years ago, had taken up the records of truth, with the 
intent to find out hpw far they corresponded with the discoveries of science ; 
and let us 8uppolii|liim not influenced by the Spirit of God, but^ at the same 
time actuated by%methir)g like a fair and honest desire to arrive at the 
truth. We think that we should find him reasoning somewhat after this 
manner : — ‘ We cannot lay aside the deductions of science ; we are certain that 
our light is derived from the sun, and that our darkness is derivable from his 
absence ; we kre absolutely certain, that the moon docs give us her reflected 
light by niglit, and that without the moon there would be none of ‘that re- 
flected light ; we are perfectly certain, that to the whole of the system of 
which we form a part, the sun is the centre, and source of light and of heat, — 
that without it there could be neither the one nor the other, and we should bo 
involved in a perpetual cold and in a perpetual darkness ; and however 
these luminaries were created, at whatever period of the history of the 
universe, certain it is, that they were created for this especial purpose, and 
that they have fulfilled and must continue to fulfil that purpose, winch indeed 
cannot he accomplished without them,* He would j)roceed to ol)serve — * We 
are told here, in the very words of ’tliis which professes to be Divine truth, 
that as lights to rule the day and to 'rule the night, and to be for “ lights 
in the firmament of heaven,” these great luminaries were made ; and, there- 
fore, perceive an acknowledgement of that object for which they were 
createil, and which we find that they do fulfil. Our investigation of the nature 
of light tends to show that it does come from that source ; our investigation 
of the nature of darkness shows to us that it is but the withdrawal of light. 
We can catch the rays as they come down to us from these bright luminaries ; 
we can divjfde them into their several parts ; we can intercept* them by shut- 
ting o^t any particular spot from the access of those rays; and thus we 
have every kind of proof which a philosophical mind can desire, that the sun 
is indeed the source and fountain of light, and that the moon, as well as the 
sun, must have been made, as the records before us tell us they were, for that 
expires purpose. But we find that the lights of the day and the night are not 
spoken of as being caused by the sun, although we have express authority of 
the most accurate deductions, and procured by the most philosopliical investi- 
gations, wdiich show us that they are so ; and we must, therefore, come to the 
conclusion, that Moses, either beciiuse he knew not better, or because it was 
not his province to teach philosophy, did, in compliance with some mistaken. 
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aomo erroneous traditions which prevailed in his day, give, at all events, in one 
respect, an erroneous and mistoJren doctrine concerning the very nature of light/ 
Now he might proceed further to observe, that it is not necessary to throw 
aside the authority of Moses because we find his doctrines contrary to those 
proved by the clearest investigatijj^of science. But he might still think that 
we must take with great caution iPi which we do find set forth by such a 
writer as Moses on questions connected with science ; and we must under- 
stand, that whatever he said concerning the nature of inspiration, Moses, at all 
events, could not have been inspired for the purpose of teaching us the history 
of the creation. I say, it would be difficult for a philosopher of a hundred 
years ago to have argued in a different way from this. He would have been 
then arguing according to all the clearest deducA)ns of philosophy as it was ; 
there would have been nothing unfair in anything that he stated ; and let it be 
understood, too, that he would have been arguing according to the translation 
which is given to us of the very words of Moses himself. 

But now, if we examine those very words in the light which more recent 
discoveries have tended to throw on the subject, we shall find that the whole 
of this objection vanishes, and the torch of rational investigation and real 
science held up to illuminate the pages of Divine truth. And though they do 
not need the illumination of man, yet they require to be read with care and 
attention. And they require, also, that we should not set up that which is in 
its infancy against that which is mature — that we should not set Up the finite 
knowledge of man against the infinite knowledge of God — and that if we find 
that there is an express declaration in the Word of God, a declaration so clear 
that it cannot be misunderstood, of any certain physical fact, then if ‘we find 
that philosophical deductions are opposed thereto, we must be satisfied with 
the knowledge that our science, however far it has gone, is as yet in its 
infancy, and that it cannot, therefore, and must not, he put in opposition to 
that which is perfect and complete, and wanting in notliing. 

Now in investigating this subject, let me here first observe, that it is neces- 
sary carefully to examine the original words, and not a translation ; 

and then we find, that the word which is here rendel^ “light,” does not 
signify light only, but rather that which may be called sometimes light and 
sometimes heat, and which, for anything that we know to the contrary, (and 
we have great reason to believe also that we are more than warranted by 
truth in saying this) — might be called electricity, might bo o^^d galvanism, 
might be called magnetism, according as it presents itself to us under different 
aspects. But, furthermore, by recent discoveries, (or, rather, the recent 
revival of old discoveries,) we are taught to believe that light does not con- 
sist in certain particles coming to us in a direct ray from the sun, or any 
other luminous body, but that light is a fluid, subtle, indeed, and impossible to 
be made the subject of such experiments as those to which we submit other 
and more palpable fluids — that it is diffused throughout all space, and capable 
of being acted on in various ways. Thus, light might have existence without 
the light being set in action, and light could, and did, exist previously to the 
existence* of the sun, which acting upon the light caused it to become visible, 
and to occupy its proper place in creation. The light previously to this was a 
latent light, capable of being called into exercise, but which was not made 
apparent until the sun arose, and by his bright beams caused^ that fluid to 
take tliose fluctuations which render it visible to our eyes. This, wq say, is 
but a recent recovery of an old piece of knowledge. The truth was known 
(or, rather, the theory was held) long ago ; but it has recently been ascertained 
to bo true. And thus by every modern discovery of science we find a light 
thrown upon the pages of the Divine history, tending to show that those 
8a,me pages which have frequently been made the subject of the very strongest 
arguments against the truth, of the cosmogony of Moses, are now among the 
greatest arguments that can be shown to us of its actual correctness. For 
what would be more unlikely than that a writer professing to give an account 
of the history of the creation of the world, should begin that account by telling 
us thaf light was created independently of the sun — doctrine altogether con- 

« 

* In speaking of the existence of the sun hero, we must be understood to speak of its prac- 
tical and effective existence. For the sun may have existed as a globe in the couz'se of forma- 
tion many ages before its becoming the centre of light and heat to a developed system. 
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trary to the philosophy of his own time, altogether contrary to the philosophy 
of ages, and many ages afterwards — a doctrine which was in conformity to the 
philosophy of a very short period, and which has only been now recently 
revived ? We say, nothing can be more contrary to all probability than that 
a man professing to write as Moses did propound a theory like this, 

had he not received, either from direct iJiPration, or from tradition founded on 
truth, the knowledge that thus it was. We think that a stronger argument of 
the authenticity and value of the books of Moses can scarcely be made known 
than this very simple fact. 

Further, although the books of Moses give us no very close account of the 
system of which we form a part, yet it has been generally supposed that they 
are in favour of that systcmawhich supposes the earth on which we live to 
be the centre of the whole — that around it there revolve, in their several 
orbits, sun and -moon, planets and fixed stars, and others “ fixed in the orb that 
moves,” as Milton speaks, once in the twenty-four hours, around this terra- 
queous globe, comprehending the day and the night. This scheme was for a 
long while supposed to be that which alone could have been maintained, 
"Understood, and believed by Moses. Now we must at once and freely admit 
that this was the doctrine of the day of Moses. We must admit, also, with 
equal freedom, that it was the doctrine of days long subsequent to Moses. 
But we must also understand, that at a very early jxiriod, as early as the time 
of Pythagoras, a different notion did prevail, which different notion was sub- 
sequently ascertained to be the true one. But we find, if we attentively 
examine the first chapter of Genesis, that the Divine writers do not pledge 
themselves to any system, either the one way or the other. If the world had 
been right in adopting that system which has been called the Ptolemaic 
system, and which 1 have been already describing to you, there would have 
'b^n found nothing in the book of Genesis contradicting it. Neither is there 
anything in the boi^k of Genesis which contradicts that other system, which 
we now believe and know to be the true one. The book of the Jewish law- 
giver neither, suppprts nor contradicts either the one way or the other ; in 
fact, it is not conversant with them. It merely speaks concerning the hea- 
venly bodies, and declares that with regard to our own earth they have such 
and such offices. And, indeed, this is enough for us ; for had the object of 
Moses been t^romulgato a complete and perfect system of philosophy — ^to 
give an entire jPeount of cosmogony ; had it been liis object to leave untouched 
none of those questions wliich on such topics might thereafter arise, then it is 
quite clear to us that there would have been no cause for any scientific 
Tesearches at all ; God then would have made known «aU which could have 
been discovered, and the book of science would have been co-extensive with 
the Book of God. But the Book of God is not intended to teach us science ; 
it is intended simply to lead us into the paths of holiness ; and although we 
have a right to expect, whenever we find any allusion to scientific subjects, 
.any account of cosmogony, or any reference to topics which are connected 
with physical research, that that account shall be the truth, yet we arc not to 
expect that there shall be given to us ajle the truth ; neither is it absolutely 
necessary for the carrying out the purposes for which the Book was written. 
We are able to ascertain, by looking at the books of Moses now, in the light 
of Christianity, for what purposes they were written. They were written to 
ehow us, to show the whole world, age after age, in what way God had dealt 
with His people of old, and in what way He intended to deal with them in time 
to come — howi after the very first dawn of creation, the Gospel was already 
'shedding its lustre over humanity. We find it in the very first account which 
we have of the fall of man ; the bright beam of the promise breaks through the 
•clouds of the Divine wrath ; and we are able to trace the effect of that pro- 
mise step by step, through the woncterfui events which happened to the 
church. We track it under the circumstances of the patriarchal dispensa- 
tion ; we trace it in the^ceremonies of the Mosaic law ; we trace it in the long 
train of prophecies, until at length we find its full and perfect development in 
the coming of Him in whom all the nations of the earth are blessed. Now, 
inasmuch as this was the reason for which the books, of Moses were writjen, 
we have no right to exi^ct that there shall be any information given to us 
totally extraneous to this subject, which does not bear upon it, and is not con- 
nected therewith ; nay, more, we can only expect that to be revealed which is 
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SO connected therewith that it is necessary^ for the completeness of the work 
itself, that we should rightly understand it. 

'£ut furthermore, some recent discoveries have given us a still further reason 
for taking the literal interpretation of Moses at^a true and right one. We 
know that it has been said long that the planets were inhabited like 
our own ; that they had their tribes,Ttf not of men, yet i>erhaps of intelligent 
beings : and although we are told here that ^e moon was created to give 
a light upon the earth, and we find that tne moon does occupy a most 
subordinate place in the sphere of the universe, yet there was for a long 
while an idea entertained that the moon was as much inhabited as the world 
in which we live ourselves ; in fact, that it would be but gift ly and not alto- 
gether correctly described as a “ is^at light that it wei^BNurd to suppose 
these vast bodies only made to fling their light over the^hstes of creation. 
We know now, with regard to the moon, at all eveilts, whatever may be said 
concerning other planets, (which nCiay or may not be inhalnted,) that so far as 
any inhabitation of the moon is concerned, it cannot be by beings like ourselves ; 
for we are now able to see and to discern clearly that ^he moon is destitute of any 
moistuce, that there arc there no seas, no lakes, no rivers, no dews, no clouds/ no 
vegetation, and that if there be any atmosphere, (and we have reason to believe 
that there is,) it is an atmosphere o^ so rare and refined a nature, that no 
beings constituted like ourselves could live therein. Beside which, a large 
portion of the moon’s surface is in a state of volcanic action, for the most part, 
of the most intense character. Thereare volcanoes of a far greater proportionate 
size than any that exist on earth, all blasting and burning and devastat- 
ing there year after year, age after age. And therefore when we cast our eyes 
up to that bright and beautiful orb, we are unable now to contemplate it, as 
once it has been contemplated, as the abode of a sentient and intelligent race ; 
we are now obliged to consider it but as a mass of barren and burning rock 
wheeling round in its orbit ; having indeed the most important offices to per- 
form with regard to this world, causing the tides to refresh and renovate the 
ocean, bringing clouds over the earth, and acting most beneficially on our 
globe, but altogether incapable of being inhabited by similar beings, or of 
being subject to a similar economy. 

Ikjre again, then, wo have, if not an absolute confirmation of that wdiich 
Moses has told us, (for as we have already said, the book of Moses was not 
intended to teach us science,nor is there given usany thingwhich it is flot absolutely 
necessary for us to understand in connection with Divine truth,) yet a light 
thrown upon the hook ; the natural probability of that which Moses repre- 
sents, would lead us to consider the moon some such a globe as that which by 
our recent discoveries and more perfect telescopes we have ascertained it to be. 

We hitve already stated, that we cannot tinderstand or believe that the 
work of creation has been a succession of creative efforts, but that having 
created all things God “ rested from the work which* He had created and 
made and yet we do observe, that there is a progressive character in crea- 
tion ; we do observe that there are changes which take place in the physical 
universe, slow and gradual, hut nevertheless capable of being noted, tind which 
have been noted. And though we do not admit, and cannot admit, that those 
changes have oi)erated upon the human race, and that the mind is no longer in 
its normal condition, or rather in the condition in which it was after the fall — 
though we cannot, we say, admit that such changes have taken place, as some 
philosophers have intimated, yet Ve are by no means prepared altogether to 
give up the idea of there being a f)rogrcssive character in creation at large. 
Many theories may be advanced on this topic, but they would be, like some 
other subjects of curious and minute investigation, not destitute of interest 
indeed, but not bearing upon that connection which exists, and which it is our 
object to point out, between physical science and revealed truth. 

And now we must close this lecture, by calling your attention to the ana- 
logy which exists between the visible and the spiritual universe. It is impos- 
sible to contemplate the account given to us by Moses of the creation of the 
world, without perceiving that there is not one portion of that history which 
has not its parallel in the spiritual history corresponding thereto. “ The earth 
was without form and void ; darkness was upon the face of the deep ; and tlie 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters and the Spirit of God 
called forth light, and there was light. Here, then, we have an analogy to the 
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iq^txtal state ^>i man os he is in his fallen condition. We find that ho is indeed 
(j^ntoaHy ** without form and void " and we find that darkness ij over the 
face of his mind s and we are told that the Spiiit of God moyes tnereupon ; 
by the action pf that HoIt ^irit of God, light is brought forth, upon that 
otherwise chaotic mass. aIm conse<|uonce of that light thus illuminating him 
Is to point out to him the danger in 'vAich he is, to show him the way to a 
sphritual amelioration % and tlmt chaotic mass of rude and undigested elements 
becomes a spirit folly preparA for the service of the Lord ; it becomes, to 
diauge the figure, a temple fitted for the habitation of the Spirit of God ; holy 
thoughts and pure desires become the ministering spirits of that temple ; the 
man who was P|||||teU8ly destitute of light, whose heart was cold, and whose 
ailhetions were j^Wtivated, becomes now imbued not only with light, hut 
also with the waHIm of Divine love, and redolent with thankfulness to God, 
who has thus renovated him and filled him with love to beings like himself, 
and among whom God has created him to'^dwelL He becomes qualified to 
take his right place in creation ; his mind becomes, as it were, a sphere rolling 
around Christ in his proper orbit, receiving therefrom a perpetual succession 
of spiritual life and of spiritual warmth and of spiritual grace ; and thus does 
he go on from perfection to perfection. We know not what the termination 
of this visible universe shall be, save only that “ the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat,” and th4fc there shall be “ dew heavens and a new earth, wlicrein 
dwelleth righteousness.” We know not precisely after what manuaSr and uti> 
der what circumstances this renovation shall take place ; and therefore we 
cannot rightly and fully carry out the analogy that exists between the spiritual 
and the visible universe in this respect. But we do know, and we do rejoice 
in the knowledge, that the spiritual universe “ shall be satisfied” by a Divine 
“ likeness that the members of Christ, who have done and sultcred his will 
here, shall be 'transported to that everlasting city where there is no sun nor 
moon, nor light of a candle, but the Lamb of God giveth it light by day and 
by night. 
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“ And wJuin Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before Me, and be thou jwrfecC^ 
— Genesis xvii. 1. 

The first act by which Abraham decided his everlasting welfare was, that 
when the Lord called him, in Ur of the Chaldees, he did not resist that call, 
but believed the Lord, and “ forsook all and followed Him.” He then yielded 
himself up to God, (to use the apostle’s language,) because he believed : 
then Abraham “ believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness.” 
Crediting the Divine promises, and committing himself to the Divine mercy, 
he was accepted, not for any merit of his own, (for he had none,) but because 
he relied upon God’s word of promise. And having thus become a believer, a 
child of God, ho continued to walk in His ways, obediently and gratefully. 
Many years after, the incident occurred which is announced in our text ; and 
God was here pleased to direct him how he should grow in grace, and having 
become His child should as a child continually improve. ** ^Ae Lord appeared 
unto him, and said unto him^ am the Almighty God ; walk before Me, and 
be thou perfect.” It was thuAhat Abraham, as a saved sinner, as an adopted 
child of God, was as long as he remained in this world to improve. 

When God gave Abraham this command, He founded it upon the fact of 
His revelation of Himself to him as “the Almighty God.” Abralian^ 
was to “ walk before God and be perfect,” because G^ was “ the Almighty.” 
And as He remains unchangeable, that 'i^ich was the foundation of 
Abraham’s constant improvement, ought to be a similar foundation of 
improvement to us. The reason for Abraham’s walking before God and being 
perfect, remains in full force at this day — ^to all those, at least, who have 
become like him “ the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Not that 
the same obligation does not rest upon the enemies of religion on the earth ; 
but no one can do this, till he has taken the step which Abraham did. But 
those who have become the children of God have as mpeh reason, because He 
“ is the Almighty God,” to “ walk before Him and be perfect,” as Abraham 
had. Let us imagine the influence which it would have upon Lot at that time 
When Lot heard this message to Abraham from the Almighty, would he not 
feel that it was equally addressed to him ? Was it not as much his duty fp 
“ walk before God and be perfect,” as it was that of Abraham, his uncle T 
When Sarah heard that direction from God Almighty to Abraham her 
husband, could she think that she was less involved in the command, and 
that she was not as much obligated as Abraham to “ walk before God and be 
perfect ?” And then, when Isaac was grown to understanding, would this 
command have less power with him ? And thus it has just the same effect 
upon us. It is as much addressed to us, as to Abraham." It is the voice of 
God to^ His own redeemed family. Every child of God on the earth ought to 
hear his Almighty Father saying to him — “ I am the Almighty God ; walk 
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before Me, and be thou perfect’* May we therefore listen to it this morning, 
as the message of God to us ! God having directed Abraham how to walk so 
as to please Hiro, may wele^rn the same lesson, and receive it not only to our 
understandings but to our hearts, as the direction of our infinitely gracious 
God to us ! “I am the Almighty G^ ; walk before Me, and be thou perfect.” 

That upon which the Divine Being was here pleased to fix the attention of 
His servant, was His Almighty power. Abraham knew God to be a 
holy, just, good, and true Being ; and His Word reveals Him to us as such. 
He fastens our attention, then, upon this fact — tliat all these attributes are in 
connection with* Almighty power ; that He is “ the Almighty Almighty 
holiness. Almighty justice, Almighty goodness. Almighty truth ; that He who 
is holy, just, good and true, has irresistible power to act according to these 
preat perfections ; and as the Creator, the Sovereign, and the Judge, He will 
ifcct according to these, and does act according to them, with Almighty 
power. 

So holy that He has an infinite love of what is good and an equal hatred of 
what is evil, He has Almighty power to manifest, in the most signal manner, 
so that none shall eventually be able to overlook or deny it, that He has this 
love of excellence and this hatred of miquit3^ He will let the world see it, so 
that not one of His intelligent creatures shall be able any longer to deny it, as 
millions do now. He ** is the Almighty God,” who will take care to show 
His attributes with irresistible pow'er to those who question them. 

Being perfectly just, He is therefore able to sustain what is just in the 
world, and to repress what is unjust — to bless and prosper the just, and to 
punish the unjust; for He has Almighty power in combination with His 
justice, and He will, sooner or later, make the unjust to lament their 
injustice, and the just to rejoice that they have been so. 

lie has Almighty goodness likewise. Taking delight in blessing Ilis 
creatures. He has Almighty power to bless all those who have put themselves 
under His care, and love Him, and look up to Him as their Father. And they 
have reason to ki^w, that He who has Infinite goodness, taking delight in the 
happiness of His creatures, has Almighty power to make those who do no^ 
wilfully cast away their happiness to bless Him^r ever ip them and He has'' 
given “ exceeding great and precious promisel^ abundantly reaching all the 
necessities of His creatures. 

And He is Almighty in His fidelity, so that what He has said He can do, 
ivhile He means to do it ; and nothing can baifie the power by which Ho 
means to fulfil all His promises to His children, on the one hand, and all IDs 
tbreatenings to His enemies, on^he other. 

Being thus “ the Almighty Bod,” who can and who will bless what is goc^ 
and punish what is evil — Almighty to save His children and to destroy His 
enemies — He commands those who believe on Him and are His children, to 
“ walk before Him and be perfect.”* “ Walk before Me, and be thou perfect,” 
is the rule of action which He has given to all those who, having come to IBra 
through Christ, are adopted into His family. 

Sere are two commands given to them. 

The children of God are first directed, by their heavenly Father, to “ walk 
before Him that is, to live in His sight — to live as before God. 

It pleases Him to call those whom He has redeemed and saved in the 
world to ** live by faith, and not by sight ;** and ** the things which are 
seen’* being numerous and adapted to our various faculties, and neces- 
sarily and ordinarily exercising a powerful infiuence over us, we are apt to 
give an excessive infiuence, through our corruption, to “ the things which 
are seen,” and can thus hide God very much from our minds ; so that 
numbers in this world, beyond all doubt, do hide God from their minds, and 
do not in the least walk before Him. The infiuence of irreligious thoughts 
banish Him from their memories, or the engrossing cares connected with the 
pursuit of things which are temporal banish Him from their thoughts ; 
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they are so busy with the gains and pleasures of this world, that they cannot 
think of God who is unseen. They would wish to banish Him from their 
recollection, if the thought of Him presented itself ; but after a little while, it 
does not present itself at all j'and this is the case with multitudes in this city, 
who live week after week, and year after year, with scarcely one serious thought 
of the Being in whose hand their breath is, from whose power they sprung, on 
whom alone they are dependent, and through whom alone they can reach 
everlasting life. Now God knows that this is our tendency in this world, in 
which we are surrounded by so many “things which are seen and temporal,** 
and ill which wo are to live by faith — ^to live on what is unseen, and to allow 
those things to exercise their legitimate influence upon us as intelligent 
beings, and rather to live for what is great and enduring, tliongli it is unseen, 
than for that which, though it is seen, is only temporal ; and thwefore He bids 
His children to labour to attain to this habit, and says to those who have 
come to Him through Christ — “ 1 am the Almighty God ; walk before Me.’* 
As Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, who also was our example, when He was on 
earth, “ set the J^ord continually bcjfore Him,** so are we called, if we are the 
disciples of Christ, to “ sot the Lord always before us.’* In every scene we 
visit, we ought to say — “ God is here ;** in every conversation we hold, we 
should think — “ God hears us ;** and whenever we are about to engage in any- 
thing, we should say — “ God is noticing us — and thus we should have the 
idea of the presence of God — the holy, and just, 'and good, and true — as an 
Almighty Being, ever present with us ; and so bring, sincerely and solemnly, 
all our conduct into His sight, entreating Him to scrutinize our very motives, 
and to search us thoroughly ; and not conceal anything from Him, hut live 
in ITis presence, so thht He should he more to us than “ the things which jare 
seen,’* hut temporal. 

Having said to Abraham, and therefore to all those who are *^tlie 
children of Abraham,** (as believers are called by St. Paul,) — those who walk 
in the steps of their father Abraham, and have the same faith “ imputed to 
them tor righteousness,”— “Walk before Me,** — He has further Siiid to them — 
“Bo thou perfect.” * 

This second precept is not to be used as a separate, though it is a distinct 
command ; it is essentially connected witn the former ; and the Almighty 
calls us to walk before Him, in order that we may he perfect — that by walking 
before Him we may grow towards perfection. Our Lord has given us the 
same command, when He says to us, as His disciples — “ Be ye perfect, as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” So that He would have us take 
the perfection of God as our example, and then realise the presence of God as 
the mean by wliich we are to obey this comiftand ; “ Walk before Me ; and be 
thou perfect.” 

It is evident that to live in the presence of God is calculated very strongly 
to bring into exercise all the godly dispositions which the Holy Spirit has 
implanted in each renewed mind. There is scarcely anything more calculated 
to bring them into lively exercise. Who can live in the presence of God — that 
great and good and gracious Being, who has redeemed him by His Son, 
sought him out in his ruined state, And who loves him “ with an everlasting 
love**— that Being who is at once holy, just, good and true, who has Almighty 
power to bless and to destroy who can live in the presence of such a God, 
and not feel a love to Him for His goodness, and a trust in His Almighty 
power, and a hope in His mercy and faithfulness through Christ, and a <lesire 
of securing His favour and blessing, with a great fear of His anger and great 
joy in having been brought to Him through grace ? There is no renewed 
person in whom the thought of God Almighty, as a present God, does not 
bring these dispositions into exercise. * 

It is declared of our future state, that we shall be like our Saviour, because 
“ we shall see Him as He is.” Not because we shall see His eternal glory, 
which, it is obvious, would have no power to produce such a resemblance ; but 
we shall understand His moral "glory, when the cloud is removed from our 
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nature which corruption had thrown upon it, — and then *Vwe shall bo like 
Him, for we shall see Him asiHe is.** And even here below, that process is 
said by the apostle Paul to be imperfectly accomplished, when he says, that 
** beholding as in a glass the glory of the JLord, we are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory.’* Now that which is thus described as a process 
going on with respect to ^ who understand and meditate upon the Gospel, is 
here said to be the result of waUcing before God. It is indeed nearly the 
same thing, — ^living in the presence of an Almighty Being, who by Ilis own 
sovereign mercy has sought us out and saved us, and One whose great perfec- 
tions are absolutely pledged for our happiness in time and in eternity. He 
who thus lives in ^he presence of God must thus love Him, must be grateful 
to Him, must trust^in His power and faithfulness; hmst hope for the fiilfilment 
of His promidbs, must desire His favour, must reverence Him and fear Him, 
and feel a holy joy at having been reconciled to Him through grac«. 

Whenever, then, these godly dispositions are produced by a sense of the 
presence of God Almighty, you may see at once how they tend to accomplisli 
this command : “ Walk &fore Me ; and be thou perfect.” 

There are two things which are evidently included in this 'second precept — 
“ Be thou perfect.** There is, first, the endeavour to abstain from ^1 known 
evil, whether in thought or word, as well as in action. No one can be 
accomplishing this command — “Be thou perfect,** unless he deliberately 
means to forsake, and m<<rtify, and thoroughly eradicate every known sin. 
And, in the next place, it is evidently involved in this command, that we 
should seek to obtain all possible excellence — as far as in tliis inferior condi- 
tion we possibly can, to reach the excellence of God, 

Now if we regard the first of these two obligations, w^ can see at once how 
to walk before God tends towards its accomplishment. Quickening all those 
gracious dispositions which the Holy Spirit has imparted to every regenerate 
soul, they must necessarily tum^us away from all sin. If we love God, how 
can we fail to please, and honour, and obey, and serve and glorify Him, in this 
world 1 By sin we do the opposite of all these things ; and therefore to love 
God, is to set against every habit of sin. 

And if we are grateful to God for His redeeming mercy, and for His Pro- 
videntitd care, and for the innumerable blessings that He hath poured out 
upon us, as children, can we, when we have that recollection of His good- 
ness, deliberately sin against Him and displease Him ? You well know, from 
your own feelings, that this is impossible ; and there have been times, pro- 
bf^ly, when most of His children here have been so grateful for His love to 
them, that it seemed as if sin had no power over them, — ^temptation seemed 
to have no power to lead them to sin against Him any more. Walk before 
Him, and that feeling is reproduced and cherished every day. 

And then it is equally obvious, that when any person trusts in God, he 
must fed indisposed to sin against Him. Only realise your absolute depend- 
ence upon Him ; only recollect that from Him must come every day’s tran- 
quility and happiness — all the prosperity you look for in time and in eternity, 
—that He has your soul and body unde^ His direct controul, and that you 
are qpoie dependent u^n Him than the feeblest creature is upon the strongest ; 
and then think, how is it possible for you to sin against God deliberately ! 
Let faith be strong— let a person trust God exclusively and stedfastly — and* 
sin is wonderfully mortified. Every disposition to displease God seems most 
heinous and fearful; and out of regard to his own safety, one who trusts 
exclusively in God would mortify every habit of known evil. 

Add to this, the disposition to hope in God for the fulfilment of His pro- 
mises ; and let me a$k those who are Christians, to recur to those times in 
which the promises of God have seemed to them exceedingly valuable, and at 
the same time perfectly sure in their accomplishment. You at once perceived 
how high you were raised above the level of your former life — ^to what an 
amount of present peace you were introduced— to what a future glory you 
were travelling: and when you saw how valuable those “exceeding great 
and precious promises** were, dill you wish to forfeit that enjoyment, to en- 



CHBISTIAN PBOQRBBS. 


469 


danger thal possession, to make it questionable whether you should ever 
share that inheritance, through sinning against God ? IToti felt a fear lest you 
should lose the very enjoyment of that hope, apart from the possession of the 
promises : the very hope of realising them was so valuable, that you were 
afraid of doing anything to displease God, by which that hope should vanish, 
or even be impaired in your experience. Walk before God, and that hope is 
daily in exercise, is daily strengthened ; and therefore, a new barrier is raised 
against every kind of • transgression. 

And who can walk before God, and not have a reverential fear of that awful 
Being ? Who can think of Him in Whose presence we are— the holy, just, 
all-seeing God — the God of boundless power, as well as of boundless purity ; 
Who can live before Him who never passes by transgression, who abhors it‘ 
and who has rather demanded the death of His own Son than let sin go free, 
— who can live in His presence, and not be afraid of sinning against Him ? 
Who can recollect all this, and not dread doing that which God so much 
detests ? And therefore, to walk before God is to fear sin. It is to dread its 
just punishment ; it is to dread all those modes by which it is brought into 
exercise ; and therefore, dreading the inflictions of His gracious and righteous 
Providence, those who walk before God abstain from everything displeasing 
to Him. And although there must be something to tempt in sin, some pre- 
sent indulgence secured, or else all the world would be holy, — yet still, those 
who walk before God have all this course of present corrupt indulgence em- 
bittered to them ; it seems to them hateful, rather than attractive, because it 
is connected with the just chastening of that God on whom alone tliey depend. 

And again ; if we enjoy (iod, if we have a pleasure in religion, if we feel 
our hearts bound with happiness because God has made us religious, if every 
exercise of religion becomes sweet to us, if the sight and society of God’s 
children become attractive to us, if all Aat God bid us do seems to us 
delightful, and the way to heaven seems only less attractive than the heaven 
to which it leads, — who, when he thus rejoices in God, is disposed to sin 
against Him ? Who would forfeit so much joy, for something trifling, ques- 
tionable and corrupt, followed by stings so sharp and remorse so keen ? Who, 
when he is rejoicing in God, would go to seek the enjoyment of sin ? Joy in 
God is one of the most powerful preservatives against all kinds of transgres- 
sion against God, Only let us rejoice in Him, and we shall walk uprightly 
before Him. 

And therefore those who walk with God, as they bring these various dispo- 
sitions into lively exercise, are thus the better able to fulfil one part of the 
obligation laid upon them by this precept — to abstain from all known habits 
of sin. 

But we are not only commanded to refrain from doing that which is evil — 
God has given us various faculties, which are meant to be developed as long as 
we live, and then to rise to greater amplitude, when we stand in His presence ; 
and He means all these faculties to have a healthful and harmonious exercise ; 
and He devises means to bring His children to a healthy state in body and 
soul ; and therefore. He not only bids them to abstain from what is evil, but 
to attain to all that is excellent, and has said in tliis second sense, ** Walk 
before Me ; and be Thou perfect.”* Never oq satisfied with past attainments, 
but seek to be something higher, better, and nobler than you may have been. 
Ydh have the example of G<S before you ; vou have the model which Christ 
has given before you ; you have motives of singular power to animate you ; 
the command of God is upon you, and you are going to a heaven, in which all 
these perfections will be needed ; and therefore, while now on earth, be different 
from that corrupt world, in which you are to “ shine as lights.” “ Walk before 
Me, and be thou perfect.” If we are disciples of Christ and His children, this 
is what God has commanded us to be and to do. 

Now I can easily conceive, that if to walk before God cherishes the various 
godly dispositions which in themselves constitute a large proportion of the 
moral excellence, to which He calls His people, so it tends to make them form 
every habit which is excellent besides. Who can love God and be grateful to 
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Him — who can trust in Him and hope in His promises — who can revercnoe 
and fear God — who ctvn desire His favour and rejoice in Him, and not strive to 
cultivate every habit by which God is honoured, by which our nature is im- 
proved, by whicli we may avoid everything wliicii separates us from Him, and 
escape from those suspensions of intimate fellowship with God which are the 
joy and the honour of a Christian ? Those who cherish these dispositions feel 
that they jwwerfully tend to strengthen all that is holy, wise, just, and good 
within them, as well as to repress all their opposites. And lienee it becomes so 
important to us, that we should walk iK'fore God, 

I know not what effect this command may have upon unconverted iiersous — 
1 do not know how those in this congregation who have no faith may act upon 
it — whether they will totally forget it, whether they will corruptly argue 
against it, or #hat influence it may have upon them ; but I feel sure that it 
lias a response in the conscienc!e, and in the heart of every child of God in this 
congregiition. . When you hear God as your God, who has condescended to 
seek you out wlifin lost and save yon by grace, saying to you — “ Walk liefore 
Me, and be perfect,” you cannot but feel a wish at least rising in your heart, 
fully to accomplish what God has said. Now let us cherish that wish. We 
do desire it ; every Christian here wishes to bring into exercise the most pow- 
erful motives against sin that he can ; every one in this congregation that loves 
and fears God, is very desirous to build up the most insuiierable barrier that 
he can against all possible transgression. He wishes to “ be holy,” as God is 
lioly ; he wishes to do the things which please God, and no others ; he earnestly 
desires to “ be perfect,” as God is {lerfect ; he has not so lightly thought of his 
Lord’s command — “ Be ye therefore perfect, as your Father in lieaven is per- 
fect,” as at once tamely to submit to every evil habit, or to remain careless, 
without attaining any possible excellence or improvement. Each Christian 
here wishes for this — only his wiAes are too imperfect, too spcKjdily lost, ba- 
liinced by the many things whiclRonae in to tempt the mind ; but still every 
Christian wishes to obey this command, and is aiming at obeying it. 

Now God has set before us a powerful mean, by which this may be accom- 
plished : “ Walk before Me and to a certain extent, every converted fKirson 
lulflls it, and does walk before God. While others lose sight of Him, a 
Christian sees Him everywhere ; while others try to avoid intercourse with 
God, a Christian seeks that communion every w'here, and in some degree en joys 
and realises it. But at the same time, everyone is conscious of doing far less 
than he ought, and far less than he might ; and it is for the purpose of 
improving that habit of walking before God that we sliould consider the 
command which He has given to His own redeemed tuid adopted family : “I 
am the Almighty God ; walk before Me.” 

Jxit us, rny brethren, while meditating upon this passage of His Word, eactli 
one resolve that we will seek to walk more closely with God, for the rest of 
our lives ; and from this day let there be some improvement — kit tlierc be a 
progressive improvement from this day ; let us not merely reach a higlier 
level, but cxinstantly advance and strive to walk more before God, as wo grow 
in years, till we reach heaven at last. I^t us endeavour to set Him bcifore us 
in every company, in every scene, in the commencement jmd prosetjutioii of 
every duty ; iii meeting every temptation, in conquering every fault — in a 
holy Cliristian life, to set God always liefore us — as He, in His uiunerited 
compassion, sought us out iif our lost estate, and gave us a place in JBis 
mansion and His kingdom, — and at least to honour and magnify Him a 
little in tins wwld. 

For this purpose, my bretliren,' mere resolutions are not sufficient ; they 
soon vanisli. Wiieii God tells ns to “walk before Him,” He evidently implies 
that we should take proper means for that purpose. Let us, then, Ixigin evciry 
day witli proper impressions of God. J^ct us each day take care to hold 
proper communion with God, before anything else occupies the mind. Tjet ua 
distinctly yield ourselves to Him, meaning to be governed by Him throughout 
the day. Such impressions made upon the mind morning afttir morning, will 
tend to enable us to walk before God every day of our lives. Seek to liiid God, 
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if you have never found Him ; and there is this to be remembered, for which 
you should be very thankful, that every hour spent with God renders it easier 
for you to find Him another time. It is easier to rejoice in God, when you have 
rejoiced in Him before, than if you had never rejoiced in Him at all. And 
all Christians thus acting in the sight of God, and endeavouring to rise 
above themselves knd above the world, have an aid from Him, through wliich 
they may walk consistently ih this world, improve as they grow in years, 
escape those rocks on which some shiver their feeble barks, and as they 
approach the haven of eternal rest hear (as it were) blessed airs from the land 
of glory to whi61i tliey are going, which shall cheer and comfort them on their 
way, — so that their last days may be their best, and they may leave behind 
them a memory which shajl influence those who are dearest to them to follow 
in the same steps. 
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“Amf €rod made two great lights; the greater light to rule the dag, and the 
lesser light to rule the night: He made the stars also.*^ — Genesis i. 16. 

In pursuing the investigations which we commenced in our last Lecture, we 
shall naturally be led to consider, briefly, the plurality of worlds. 

The more we contemplate the wonders of the heavens, the more we perceive 
how comparatively small a place it is wliich we ourselves occupy in the scale 
of creation. We see worlds upon worlds, and systems upon systems, and we 
are enabled to form some conjectures as to their distances and dinieusions, 
and all these things show us#how insignificant is not only the world in 
in wliich we live, but the system of which we form a part in point of actual 
magnitude, for were it efiaced at once from the map of creation, it would not 
be missed by the eye that could take in only a small part of that vast 
scheme. . 

It is impossible thus to consider our comparative littleness, without hav- 
ing our minds forcibly directed to that which is revealed in thfc Scriptures 
concerning the actual importance of that which has taken place here below. 
We know that it was by “ tbe Word of His power,” or as we have ^eady 
explained it, by the son of iiis love, that “ God created the heavens and the 
earth.” We also know that here have been transacted the most stupendous 
events, events far greater than that of the very creation itself. For rightly is 
it observed by the poet, 

** 'Twaa great to make a world from nought, 

Twas greater to redeem." 

And if it was a glorious display of creative energy to call out of nothing the 
whole of these worlds into existence, it was a still greater effort of Divine 
power, and a still more magnificent display of Divine love to restore any one 
portion of that creation, when it had fallen away from its allegiance, and to 
place it again not only within the sphere of God's favour, but in a better 
position than it had occupied before. 

. But there are difiOLculties which necessarily attend this view of the subject, 
nor can we be altogether insensible to the manner in which, in all ages, infidels 
have treated it. They have said, * Is it possible to believe that for so small and 
remote a corner of creation, He who had the whole within His power, 
ind to whom, therefore, it could have presented itself in no aspect of vast 
importance, should not only have designed to restore that which was fallen, 
but that He should ^ have designed to restore it at so great and costly a 
sacrifice — that He should have sent His own Son to take upon Himself the 
natui^ of the fallen inhabitants of that wretched planet — ^tbalsthe Son of God 
should have consented, for a certain portion of time to dwell among men — that 
He should not only have taken ui)on Himself their nature, but those very 
infirmities to which they had becoirite subject, in consequence of their fall- — 
that vpon Him should rest the consequences of their transgressions, and that 
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those frailties of the flesh, which were their portion, #)ecau8e they had 
forsaken and rebelled against their Maker, should become the very lot of Him 
who had all power, as well as all purity, and who being with the Father before 
the world began, had received hymns of adoring praise from the whole 
creation ? Is it possible,* they sav, ‘ that we can believe a system that presents 
to us a theory like this ? Is it ]^ssiblc, even with the boldest ideas we can 
entertain of our own importance, or the loftiest notions of the destiny which 
we are to fulfil, that we should conceive ourselves to be creatures of such, vast 
moment in the eyes of the Deity, as that a plan like this should have been 
devised and carried out by Him for our redemption ?’ 

It certainly does appear, at the first sight, that there is a diflBculty in 
answering objections such as these ; and we must confess that the apparent 
objects to be gained arc small and insignificant when compared with the vast 
means employed to obtain them. But we must recollect that it is but a small 
part of the results of that scheme which is made known to us — and we there- 
fore reply to the infidel who brings against the system of redemption an 
argument derived from the extent of creation and tlie vastness of space, that 
we only know the effects of that redemption, so far as»it affects ourselves. We 
know not how widely its blessings may extend. For anything we know to 
the contrary, there is not a world which has been called into existence that 
does not derive incalculable advantages from the sacrifice of Christ. We have 
reason to believe that there is not a corner of creation where the effects of it 
are not felt, and that for go<3d. And, therefore, we do not considej: that such an 
argument tends to tlirow any cloud over Divine revelation, nor to shake our 
faith in the verity of the Christian dispensation. 

But, further, if there be a contest going on between the i)ower8 of good and 
of evil, (for we shall not now pause lo inquire into the origin of evil itself,) — 
if there be a contest going on between the powers of good and of evil, those 
powers must fiave some ground whereupon the battle between them may be 
fought. Neither is it of any degree of consequence, compared with the vastness 
and importance of the In terests at stake, where that contest shall take place, 
nor how comparatively insignificant may be the spot on which the strife shall 
find its arena. The destinies of the most illustrious kingdoms and empires 
have been decided not with reference to the importance of the spots nor the 
grandeur of the cities near which their critical battles have been fought. ’ It 
was not on the most celebrated plains nor near 4he noblest rivers of the ancient 
world that those engagements took place, whose issues regulated thfe fates of 
the mightiest empires. Neither are we, speaking analogically, to conclude that 
this, the greatest of all contests, should have the greatest of all fields on wliich 
it should be waged. 

But even if we grant that it must be so, if we admit that there must be a 
proper field for so f^eat a fight, still we are far from giving up the point. For 
we recollect tliat it is a spiritual and not a physical contest of which we speak, 
and the idea of comparing spiritual interests with physical magnitude must at 
once appear to tlie mind of every reasoning man as being untenable,; and we 
therefore tell the infidel boldly that he displays a total ignorance of theveiy first 
principles of philosophy, when he compares spiritual things with material so as 
to argue from tiie greatness of the one to the greatness of the other. Spirit is 
not confined by space nor by duration of time — God himself, the source of all 
existence and the supreme centre -of all being, must necessarily be independent 
both of space and duration ; and any attempt, therefore, to fetter our notions 
of His operations, by ideas derived from our own limited and dependent nature, 
must fall |at once to the ground. 

And yet it was necessary to notice this argument, because it is said to have 
been the case with more than one individual, that having begun to consider the 
extent of creation in a Christian, they have terminated by considering it in an 
infidel point of view. Such is said to have been the case with the eminent Fon- 
tenelle. It is asserted that his speculations as to the plurality of worlds termi- 
nated, by rendering him to the eqd of his days a sceptic as to the Christian 
religion. We jaave therefore pointed out two grounds upon which any arguqient 
deducible against Revelation from, the greatness of space, must fall to the 
ground. We would briefly repeat them. First, we say, it must fall to the 
ground, because God*s operations are not to be measured by space or time as 
the operations of man ore $ and, secondly, because we have by analogy no rea- 
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SOB whatever for tiHieving that to be necessarily an unworthy field for so great 
a contest, ofwhicli we do not ouiwelves immediately perceive the fitness. 

Let it then be granted, — it would be difficult to deny it, and scarcely possible 
to disbelieve it, — ^let it be granted, that when w© lift our eyes to heavens 
above us, we beh^d thousands of systems, ^ch system like that of which we 
form a part, having eiwh its worlds revolving round the bright suns which 
our eyes behold, inhabited by beings like ourselves, created to show forth the 
glory, and magnify the greatness of God — what do we learn ? We learn, in 
the first place, something more concerning His gnuideur whom we adore, and 
the woriderful power of Him whom we worshii). But we learn more than this. 
We find, by regarding the world in which we live, that wherever His opera- 
tions extend they, are characterised by beneficence and love j and we Imve 
therefore revealed to us a larger sphere for the exercise of those attributes, on 
a more mighty scale, throughout which, wc must believe, they are being ever 
more and more developed. 

The discoveries of modem Astronomy are such indeed as to baffle all powers 
of imagination. It is impossible to obtain for ourselves or to convey to others 
any ad^uate idea of 'th© magnitude of creation as it is now understood. We 
may express it in words, but those words will not convey to the mind the ideas 
which they nominally represent. We may speak of millions of miles, and of 
millions of millions of miles, and of magnitudes corresponding with distances 
such as these ; but, after aU, they are but words, and they ^together fail to 
convey to us |iny a^guate notion of the immensity of those subjects on which 
they treat. 

Let us proceed, then, briefly to show !m>w the mind of man has been led 
step by step to something like the theory which is* now entertained of the 
grandeur of creation. He began by believing that the world in which we live 
was the principal part of God’s works — ^that it was the centre of all — and 
that there was found existing in this world all that which was^iost im]x>rtjmt 
in the Divine economy. He believed that the sun and the moon and the stars 
were but created to throw a light upon the globe wliich we inhabit ; that they 
were but intended to be lamps ** in the firmament of heaven,” ** to give light 
to the earth that they had no other object, and served no other purpose in 
the economy of Heaven. 

As man investigated further he was led to modify this opinion, and to 
believe that so far from the e4Kh on which he lived being the centre of the 
system,' and claiming, therefore, to be the turning point of the whole universe, 
it was but a part of a system, and that of that system it was not the centre. 
He was led to perceive, that instead of the sun revolving round the earth for 
the purpose of giving its daily light thereto, the earth was one of a numl)er of 
planets revolving round the sun ; and, therefore, he transferred the centre of 
the system from the earth on which he lived to the sun which gave him light 
by day. As the mind of man went on a little further, he was led to believe 
that the stars were themselves suns, and centres of systems like our own ; 
and thus he perceived that he had tideen a still greater step in estimating the 
magnitude of creation. That which in the first place represented all to him, 
became itself a secondary part. Then the system of which the part had 
become secondary became a secondary part in its turn, and formed only one 
among a countless multitude of systems, many of wliich may be greater and 
more splendid than our own. We hear of systems with binary (or double) 
suns, revoking round each other, and difiusing light of various colours ; and 
the expanse of the midnight heavens, swept by our noble telescopes, shows ns 
a thousand varieties of plan, all proving the boundless power, and wisdom, 
and benevolence of our Creator. 

Nor did the progress of discovery stop here. It has been reserved for still 
more recent researches to disclose to us that the whole ateUar system may be 
understood now. as the whole solar system was of old. That stellar system, 
embracing every star which we can behold with the naked eye, and millions 
more bepides — ^those remote nebulae w’hich with the ordinary kind of telescope 
can be perceived, have all one motion ; all are revolving rou^d a common 
centre. How small, compared with this immensity, becomes tlie grandeur 
which was once attributed to the earth ! Of what small consequence, physi- 
cally considered, must we be in the vast plains of creation ! But we stop not 
even here; telescopes of the highest power carry our minds and our views 
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Still further, and they point out, in the dim expanse of space, bright cloudy 
spots, wliich we may apprehend, and have every reason to believe, are similar 
stellar systems to that ot which ouir own system forms so inconceivably small 
a part ; and, peradyenture, were it possible for us to observe them so as to 
ascertain their motions, (wliich appears as yet beyond the power of human 
ken,) we should be enabled to perceive that they, too, have a motion of their 
own, and that those vast starry kingdoms have a common centre, and revolve 
around it, just as the solar system of which our own world is a dependent, 
revolves, witli the rest of the stellar system, round that centre which recent 
discoveries have assigned^o it. 

We know that in speaking on subjects like these, although they are no 
longer toihcs of conjecture, but have become subjects of proof, we are 
speaking concerning distances so great and magnitudes so vast that it is 
impossible for us, as I have already said, either to obtain ourselves, or to con- 
vey to others, any adeq^uate idea of their extent. When, man believed that 
the earth on which he lived was the greater part of God’s creation, and that 
he could take the plummet and the measuring line and investigate its extent ; 
when he could in many places ascertain the very depths of the sea ; when he could 
scale the heights of the mountains, and acquire a great degree of knowledge 
resjK^ctiiig the scructure of the world itself ; when he co|||^ measiu*e the dis- 
tance of the moon, describe the dimensions of that planet, ascertain exactly 
the period which it occupied in its revolution round the earth, and take idso 
the period Avhich the eartli occupied in its revolution round the sun — when man 
was able to find out these things, and believed that he had applied the line and 
the iilumrnet to the greatest portion of creation, and very nearly investigated 
idl that God had done, it seemed to him that he had made himself intellectually 
great — that he had reflected great glory upon his own powers by being able to 
assert that God,^ad left so little which he could not comprehend. But as he 
went on, and fcWriRl that new abysvses vrere still opening before him — ^that new 
wonders were still making themselves known to him — that, in fine, when he 
thought he had got nearly to the end he had reached only the beginning, 
when he thought he had penetrated to the recesses of the temple he was 
standing only on its threshold — every new discovery tended to expand hiis 
ideas of the Divine greatness, and to show him how mean and how contempti- 
ble, if regarded with reference to tliat greatness, he himself was. He did not 
then wonder that the sacred writers should exclaim, “ Ix)rd, what is man, 
that Thou art mindful of him ? or the son of man, iJhat Thou visitest him 
He marveilod no longer at the awful concei>tions of the power and majesty of 
the ALL HOLY One which were felt by those who were inspire# and who 
were thus permitted to behold under a nearer aspect the glories of His grace* 
Nor did he wonder when that God, speaking to one of His most eminent ser- 
vants, declared, “ Thou canst not see My face and live.” And yet, oh I wonder 
of wonders ! that very individual was permitted to hold communion with the 
Almighty One, while He passed before him and proclaimed BKe «^e — a 
name conveying to us the chief attribute of the Divine character — ** Tie Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, longsuifering, and abundant in goodnesd' and 
truth, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” And thus shall we evOT 
find that the more we approach towards an adequate knowledge of the great- 
ness of creation, and, therefore, of the jjower of Him by whom all things were 
made, the more shall \$^e at the same time approach towards nn adequate con- 
ception of His love and His holiness, the attributes by wliich pleased, 

so to speak, especially to recommend Himself to us. 

But we must descend from these vast fields of speculation a little nearer 
home, and come to that part of creation which once, indeed, was supposed to 
l)e all that it had to exhibit — we must come once more to contemplate the 
system of which we form a part ; and we shall now consider it with reference 
to the relation existing between the earth on which we live and that great 
body which is the centre of our system. 

We are taught by the deductions of astronomical science, that the earth by 
its revolution round the sun causes the succession and changes of the seasons, 
and by its revolution round its own axis causes the vicissitudes of day and 
night. Into the minutias of these revolutions we are not now called particu- 
larly to inquire ; we refer to them on account of two great miracles which are 
recorded in Scripture to have taken place, and which cannot be contemplated 
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by thB sdeiitific mind without a great deal of interest and cariosity. One of 
raiese miracles, and the more remarkable^ Is that which took place by the com- 
mand of Joshua, when the sun stood still in order that the people of the Lord 
might haTe more time to pursue after thmr demies. You will find the miracle 
recorded in the book Joshua, in the tenth chapter, and at the twelfth and 
thirteenth verses: “Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the 
Lord delivered up the Amorites before the diildren of Israel ; and he said in 
the sight of Isra^ Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou, moon, in the 
vallev of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the 
people had avenged themselves of their enemies/* » 

Now ^ere are three things to be considered with reference to this miracle. 
The first is, the actual truth of the statement ; the second is, the manner in 
which the miracle was accomplished $ and the third is, the mode in which tlio 
history of the miracle is related. 

. JBIxs^,. then, we wiU speak of the actual truth of the statement. And it is 
matter of great importance for us to observe, (as we remarked in the former 
lei^nxe,) &at although as Christians, we are contented to rest our , faith on 
that which is affirm^ in the Old Testament, and confirmed by Clirist in the 
New, still it is satisfactory to know tliat those who could have had no means 
of access to the Di^e writings, were of old acquainted with the fact. We 
find that mythok>gi<3&y, the circumstance is related, and there is not a system 
of belief of which astronomical observations have formed a part, in which this 
“ long day’* has not been noticed, a day preeminent!}' long above the rest of 
days. In all cases the belief appears to have been derived from this circum- 
stance, and probably also derived in all cases from a tolerably correct version 
of it. This is a matter of importance to us, because wherever we find uni- 
versal tradition corroborating the statements of Divine truth, we have not 
only an independent witness, but we have that which may be an almost 
unerring testimony. We have it from independent, and we lliye it too from 
adverse soured. It comes to us from that which is evil, even though it 
supports that which is good. 

Mnding, then, that tradition as well as Bevelation tell us that this event 
took place ; finding also, that astronomioid observations give us reason to be* 
lieve that it was an event very early known and understo^ ; we shall proceed 
to consider bow the miracle occurred. Joshua, we find, here speaks to the sun 
and says, “ Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of 
Ajaion.** We must min^e very much the two f^rtions of our remarks upon 
this topic, because the manner in which the miracle is related throws light 
upon the |||anner in which it was performed. 

“ Sun, stand thou still.*’ In the original, it is “ Sun, be thou dumb,’* with- 
hold th^ influence^ while over Gibeon, and thou moon over the valley of Ajalon. 
You will observe, that by this phraseology an apparent inconsistency is re- 
moved. The apparent inconsistency to which we refer, is tlie difficulty of 
reooocilltig that which we know by science and research, with that which is 
here revealed to us in the Word of God. The translated words of Joshua are, 
** Sun, stand thou still,** whereas the scientific command according to our ideas, 
would have been, “ Earth, stand thou stilL” But there are two reasons for this. 
One season will at once suggest itself to the enquiring mind : namely, that the 
command was not addressed to the sun only, but to the sun and moon jointly. 
** Sou, stand thou still,” therefore, or, “ Sun, withhold thine influence,” whichever 
pliraae mgyjjje more idiomatic, would have the eflect of restraining the opera- 
tion both otearth and moon, and keeping them in their relative position ; and 
thus we can readily understand why the words were uttered in this form, 
“ Sun, he thou dumb,” or, “ San, withhold thou thine influence,” ratlier than. 
Earth, 'stand thou stilL 

And tliere is another reason, to which we have just alluded, and not more ; and 
that is, that it would be more intelligible to those to whom the words were 
addressed. For we must remember that the princiiml cause for workingthis 
miracle, was to show the power of (^od against an Idolatrous nation, against 
a nation whose theology was peculiarly a sun and star worship. The Amor- 
ites were preeminently adorers of the heavenly bodies ; and in order to show 
them how great was the power of the true God against those beings whom 
they worshipped, we find Joshua uttering his command to the very objects of 
their idolatry, and saying — “ Bun, stand thou still upon Gibeon ; and thou 
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moon, in the vaMey of Ajalon/* And however more strictly cofreot the words 
would have appeared «o us, **J&ardi, stand thou still,” yet they would have failed 
to wnvey the same meaning to the Jews or to those who were overcome by 
their result. Again, the suspension of a general planetary law would plainly 
afiTect the moon as well as the sun, and it would appear, therefore, as though 
Joshua had been well aquainted with this fact. For why did he command the 
Moon to stand still ? Not surely because the Israelites w^anted the m6bn*s 
light in following their adversaries to extermination — doubtless, the light of 
the sun would have been si^cient for that purpose — but he did so because he 
would show the Amorites that the God of Israel was supreme over one 
luminary as over the other ; and because in future ages it might be seen tftat 
the IMvine Creator knew the nature and plan of His owidSvorks. 

Then, how was this miracle performed ? It is stated that there was a great 
shower of stones, and that by means of this great shower of stones many of the 
enemies of the children of Israel were slain ; so that it is said — “ more were those 
who were destroyed by the stones than those that were slain with the sword 
and it has been observed by some, that inasmuch as the effect of the sudden cessa- 
tion of the earth’s motion would be a stoppage of its centrifugal force, and at the 
same time that force being necessarily by the laws of matte|r and motion con- 
fined to that which was lying loose upon its surface, it would dislodge all 
stones which might be lying on the surface of the earth, and hurl them into the 
jur, and would thus necessarily produce a shower of stones. This is a very 
ingenious argument, but one which is altogether inapplicable to the case. 
First, it is inapplicable to the narrative, which does not say that there was a 
great shower of stones, ever all the earth, by which houses were thrown down 
and cities were overthrown and armies destroyed, and from which the Israel- 
ites were miraculously preserved, but simply that there was a great shower of 
stones against Amorites, and that this had so great an effect upon them that 
there were morr destroyed thereby than were slain by the sword. And if it is 
said that we have here our choice between a variety of miracles, we must neces- 
sarily take that which involves the least violation of the ordinary laws of 
nature, and believe, therefore, that the shower of stones which is sxK>ken of 
was another and a separate miracle wrought by the hand of the Lord in favour 
of His own people. For observe, that if we do not do this, and if we believe 
the shower of stones to have resulted, as those writers do to whom we allude, 
from the sudden stoppage of the earth’s motion, we must first believe that 
God wrought the miracle of thus suspending the motion of the earth, afid then 
that He wrought another and separate miracle in keeping all thinjro in their 
places excexit a certain quantity of stones which were discharged Igainst the 
enemies of the Israelites — a miracle which appears much more contrary to the 
whole tenor of God’s usual course of action, than to suppose that He first 
wrought the single miracle of suspending the influence of the sun and of the 
moon, and afterwards an additional wonder for His people by a shower of 
stones against their enemies. 

But though it is said — “ Sun, stand thou still,” it does not necessarilj^ mean 
that this influence was suddenly withdrawn. All we are told is, that the sun 

hasted not to go down for a whole day.” The sun slackened its apparent 
motion ; or we may say the earth slackened, at the Divine command, its 
actual motion ; and thus, though there would be an apparent cessation of the 
motion of the sun, it would be but gradually stayed, and stayed only for such a 
period, as in the exercise of His Divine wisdom God thought fit to permit. 
But we must observe that the term— “ Be thou dumb,” or withhold thine 
influence, is one which is i)eculiarly applicable. ‘Tt is a form of expression to 
found not only in the Hebrew language, but in other idioms ; and we have 
an instance of this in one of the most sublime poets, who, whether he copied 
from the Divine writings, or whether it 8truck<hiS own mind, speaks of the 
sun as being silent, when referring to those places where the light of the sun 
is not seen. If, then, we understand that the earth did stay its motion in 
obedience to the command — “ Sun, stand thou still,” or withdraw* thine influ- 
ence ; that that motion was gradually slackened for the period during which 
the miracle was continued, and tlien that it continued at the rate kt which it 
had gone on before, we sIig^ see an easy mode of understanding how the mir- 
acle was performed, and we shall see the entire applicability, both spiritually 
and philosophically, of the words which were spoken. We see their spiritual 
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ttpptkablMty inasmuoh as tbej pointed out to thoso who weire fighting against 
the people of Israel that the X^ord fought against their gods, and displayed 
the power of His own hands, and the authority delegated to His own servants, 
even against the ol^ects of their idolatrous worship ; while at the same time, 
we see their entire consistency even with the most modern doctrines of 
science, as used on the occasion in question — “ Sun, be thou still upon 
Gibeon,” or Sun, hold thou tliine infittence over Gibeon, “ and thou. Moon, 
over the valley of Ajalon.*^ And we see, also, tlmt had the command been 
addressed to the earth, it woo^ have been directly inapplicable to the moon, 
whfie it wotfid not have conveyed the same meaning or the same truth to 
those against whom the miracle was directed. 

And here it is uAessary to observe, that no command which is misunder> 
stood by those to whom it is addressed, can ever be expected to produce its 
intended results. If we know that men have a certain form of speech, whetlier 
ijt bis philosophically correct, or not, we must use words in the sense, and con- 
veying the ideas which they attach to them ; or, if we do not, wc shall he 
<coizimandhig one thing, and they will be doing another ; we shall be declaring 
«otte fact, and they will be believing another. And this principle is as neces- 
sary to be rememijered with reference to God's commands to men, and exists 
as much in its applicability to them, as it does with reference to men's com- 
mands among their brethren. 

There is another miracle of the same kind, and one which is deserving of our 
consideration, although much which we have said with reference to tliis greater 
miracle, applies also to that of the sim-dial of Ahaz. We are informed, that 
when king Hezekiah was sick and about to die, the Lord was pleased, in 
answer to his supplication, to add to his life ; and as a sign that he 
should not die on that occasion, Isaiah the prophet commanded that the sha- 
dow should go baidk upon the sun-dial of Ahaz ten degrees ; ^at is, that the 
day should be brought back by the amount of that ten degrees. There is, 
indeed, one point in which this miracle appears to be even greater than tiiat 
of Joshua, for whereas Joshua only commanded the sun to stand still, while 
the armies of the Lord fought against their adversaries, it would seem in this 
case as though the work of creation had been, so to speak, undone — as though 
the earth h^ been turned back upon her axis in order to testify the Ijord's 
favour towards one of His servants; so that the miracle appears to be grea^r 
in itself and mor<^ wonderful in proportion to the less amount of cause for its 
•exhibition. But so far as the miracle is concerned, we have only to notices 
that whi^ has been declared concerning one, .may be declared also as 
4o the otiker, namely, that with reference to the mode of its accom- 
plishment there is nothing said, against which a philosophical mind can 
object In this latter case, indeeil, the jirophet speaks neither to the 
sun nor to the earth, but he merely says that the shadow shall go back 
ten degrees upon the sun-dial of Ahaz. No%v it certainly may have 
been the case, that the shadow was cause<l to go back without the sun ceas- 
ing his influence, or the earth its motion. This, we say, may possibly have 
been the case ; and we are induced thus to hirit at its possibility, because 
we do not find in the records of profane history any mention of such a pro- 
longation of time, as that which is mentioned in reference to the miracle of 
Joshua. Besides which, as the miracle specifies a particular sun-dial, and claims 
no other object than the satisfaction of Hezekiah’s mind by giving him “ a 
sign,** it may be held more in accordance with the importance of the case, 
that the miracle should have been wroi^ht upon the sun-dial^ and not upoh. 
the sun. Still the case may have been otherwise ; there may have been as 
much a prolongation of the day, as much a returning of the earth back upon 
its axis, as there was a relaxation of the sun’s infiueuce in the case of Joshua. 

We have observed, that Vilen Joshua issued this command to the sun, and 
the result of this command was the destrfiction of the enemies of the children 
of Israel, there was a peculiar spiritual applicability in it, inasmuch as Joshua, 
the servant of the Lord, commands the very gods of the heathen to Ixjcomc 
instrumental in the destruction of their own worshippers. Now we might 
extend the remark to that which must ever be the case in all instances of 
idolatry, whether it be the idolatry of outward worship, or the deeper idolatry 
of the heart — ^that that which wc set up as a god, and to which we pay the 
devotion which should be paid only to the Lord of life and gIor}% will eventu- 
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aJly be made instnimental to our own s|»iritual destruction, just as the gods 
of the heathen worship were in this instance made instrumental to their tem- 
poral destruction. And we cannot close the lecture, without pointing out 
a few of the circumstances connected with this ancient system of idolatry, this 
star worship, of which we find instances in the case before us. One of the 
greatest^ of the Jewish Rabbis, Maimonides, speaks of its antiquity. At a very 
early period did fnen begin to believe, that the stars which they behold above 
them were worlds ; that If not suns, they were at least worlds like that In 
which we live ; and more especially the shepherds living in the vast plains of 
Babylon, those Chaldeans, who afterwards astonished the age by the great- 
ness of their discoveries, were led to believe, that each of those bright orbs 
alwve us was presided over >hy a spirit of its own ; that this spirit, under the 
Divine direction, guided them in their courses, and that !they took an active 
part in the affairs of mankind. 

Wonderfully beautiful is the way in which Atherstone, in his “Fall of 
Nineveh,” a poem of the highest order, speaks of this star worship. The 
prayer of the Babylonian priest, Belesis, to the stars, commences thus : — 

“Look down upon iia from your Hiihercs of light, 

Bright ministci's of the Invisible ; 

Before whose dread siipremacy weak man 
May not appear; for what are we— earth-worms — 

That the All Holy One to us should stoop 
' From the pure sanctuary where he dwells, 

Thron’d in eternal light ? But yo ms face 
Behold, and in his presence stand, and his 
Commands obdy. Saturn and mightjr Sol, 

Though absent now lieyond the ends of Earth, 

Yet hearing human prayer — great Jupiter, 

Venus, and Mars, and Mercury— oljt I hear ! 

Interpreters divine I and for your priest 
Braw the dread veil that i^ades the days to oomo^ 

They believed that the lives of men, lihe fall of empires, and the rise of 
kingdoms, that all the great and important transactions among mankind were 
decided and regulated according to the ruling powers of those spirits above 
us ; and they were led, therefore, to look up to those spirits with something 
like a feeling of idolatrous worship in the first place, and afterwards with a 
worship which became altogether so. And admirably does Maimonides descrilnj 
the gradual effect of this perversion of worship. He showS how they first beheld 
these stars moving in their orbits, and believing them to he under the guid- 
ance of those mighty spirits, they lifted up their eyes thereto with adoration ; 
that they then contrived in their own hearts forms by which to represent those 
spirits Which governed the stars above them ; and that then, regarding those 
spirits as exercising so great an influence among men, they offered their 
prayers to them that evil might be averted, and their praises for good wliieh 
had been done ; and thus it was that a system of idolatry which had its rise 
in a glorious and interesting form of imagination became afterwards a mere 
scheme of superstition ; and then so far from blending with the reverence 
which they paid these objects, that which was due to the one Supreme, under 
whose guidance they at first believed these spirits were acting, they continued 
their worship to the stars themselves, and made them the supreme objects 
of their adoration. If they did this with respect to the stars, much more is 
it likely that they would do so as to the moon, and still more to the sun ; 
and thus from worshipping the spirits which governed them, they gradually 
fell to worshipping the bodies themselves ; just as the Egyptians of old first 
^worshipped certain symbols, afterwards consecrated certain aninials which 
corresponded with thyose symbols, and then at last, fell to worhipping the 
animals themselves, so it is with every kind of idolatry, however poetical or 

glorious may l)e the ideas in which it takes its origin ; where any deviation 
front truth is admitted, it must, and ever will lead man further and further 
every step, till at last it plunges liim into the grossest forms of superstition 
and idolatry. 

Now if we Ipok over the Old Testament, and observe what is there related 
concerning the objects of worship of the Egyptians, the Syrians, the Assyrians, 
the Chaldeans and the Canaanites,we find that the chief part of their worship 
was of an astronomical character. Thus we read of the worship of a Mokich, 
respresenting the sun, and that of Ashtaroth representing tluS’ moon. Ikial, 
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again* tepresents tho buh ; the itar Bemphan, ao ftir as we are able to asoer- 
tSn it* was but the planet Saturn,; and we may trace* step by step* almost the 
whole of their worship to an astronomical source. We find the same wlUi 
regard to the Egyptians. We find Osiris representing the sun, and Isis the 
moon, and the stars haying their peculiar representatires among the idols of 
the day. In like manner we find it in all other ancient forms of idolatry ; and 
even in the comparadvely later system which prevailed among our own ances- 
tors, we find sun worship and nooon worship conspicuous, and the first and 
second days of the week distinguished by the worship on those days appointed 
to be paid to these idols. 

But while we have be^ led, by the blessing of God, out of this darkness, 
into “the marvellous fight of the Gospel;*' while we have been enabled to 
understand that “ the I^rd our God is one Lord," and to reg^d all these His 
wonderful works, as but proofs of His power and manifestations of His love, 
we are not therefore free from idolatry. We do not bow down before the 
gloiiouB sun that rolls over us, nor before the moon that enlightens ua by night, 
but alas I we are not free from the sin of bowing down to idols of our own, and 
erecting gods within our hearts, as contrary to the Spirit of truth as those 
which our ancestors worshipped of old. How necessary is it tliat we should 
examine ourselves, and see that our hearts are as pure from idolatry, as our 
creed is from the acknowledgment of false deities 1 We see the necessity there 
is for us to be as mKsempromising in casting away “ to the moles and to the 
bats," the idols we set up within the shrines of our afibctions, as it was necessary 
forthem to be, who were brought from the darkness of idolatry, in casting 
away “ their dumb idols, aud turning to the living God.” This is 
absolutely necessary for our welfare here, as well as for our welfare 
hereafter. For, as we before observed, we shall find, that by an inevitable 
law, a law resulting from the operation of God’s power in every instance, as, 
indeed, all laws arc, if we will worship tlmt which He hath commanded not to 
be worshipped, instead of Himself, who is alone worthy to be the object of our 
supreme love and adoration. He will make those very objects the means of our 
spiritual destruction, and cause us “to be ashamed of the oaks which we have 
planted, and be confounded for the gardens that we have chosen.” For thus 
saith the Lord, by His servant Isaiah — “ They shall be ashamed of the oaks 
which ye have desired, and ye shall be confound^ for the gardens that ye have 
chosen. For ye sliall be as an oak whose loaf fadeth, and as a garden that 
hath no water.” 
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“ And the Lord said unto JVoahf Conie thou and all thy house into the ark ^ — 
(Jonesis viL 1. 

I HAVE st^k^ctod this text, because it seems to 8iip:gest some instructions con- 
nected witli the suiyect which is especially to be brought before you this day. 
Tlj^t subject (as you are aware) is the importance and the duty of the Chris- 
tian education of the young ; and, after, unfolding the import of the text itself, 
I mean to turn your attenti<3n, first, to the great duty that devolves on the 
father, or on him that occuipies the father’s place — the guardian of the young ; 
and next, to the great benefits, both for this world and that which is to come, 
which a Cly'istian education is fitted to produce, 

I will ndP notice some of the thoughts ti^t start from the ver^ expressive 
and beautifid symbol, of which the historical fact here recorded is made tho 
{)edeHtal. Wt; are told, in* the epistle to the Hebrews, that it was “ by faith*’ 
that “ Koah prepared the ark, to the saving of Jiiinself and household and wo 
are told, by tho apostle Peter, that spiritual “ baptism,” tlie baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, is connected in some way with tho symbol that is here employed 
in the book of Ge;^esis. 

The personage here named is — “ Noah.” meaning of the word is, “ rest,” 

or “ repose and as such, wo believe, that Nt>ah is an expressive symbol, or 
at least illustrative to this extent, of Him who is tho only rest of His believing 
people. Our Lord himself says — “ Como unto Mo, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest and Ho is frequently spoken of in Scrip- 
ture as the ** NoaK* of His people — that is, the rest of His people. Now whe- 
ther tho one was designed to be a type of the other, I cannot say ; but certainly, 
the meaning of tho one is only an tidcquate -expression for the excellence, per- 
fection, and glory of the other. There is but one Noah in the whole universe 
of God — the J^rd Jesus Christ ; there is but one spot, from tho nadir up to the 
very zenith, wluch can constitute the rest of an immortal soul, or be a founda- 
tion for the superstructure of our hopes and prospects for eternity. All things 
change, but Christ. Opinions, politics, parties, preferences, prejudices — all are 
undergoing a perpetual change ; and in the present day there seems to be that 
social ferment which precedes new combinations — that disintegration of the 
atoms that constitute society which always takes place prior to new crystaliza- 
tion. But amidst the changes of empires, the fall of dynasties, the war of par- 
ties, the collision of sentiments. One remains — the great central column of the 
universe, against which may lean and feel at ease — our Noah, our rest, the, 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We read that Noah was not only a “ rest,” as his name denotes, but ** a 
preacher of righteousness#’ Noah preached the righteousness of Christ — Christ 
preaches His own; Noah’s language was, “ Behold the Lamb of God,” — Christ’s 
language is, “ I that speak unto thee am He.” Noah preached that only 
righteousness which has been, and ever will be, the only mode of a sinn^^ 
acceptance before God ; and hence the righteousness which Noah preached 
and which Christ performed, is the righteousness in which the antediluvians 
trusted, in which Abraham and .the patriarchs gloried, which the Levitical 
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s)Aidow8 aad saoriflced typified, which prophets foretol^ which Christ com- 
pleted, which evangelists recorded, whicn a^tles proclaimed, and which mar- 
tyrs sealed with their blood at the stake. There have never been two ways of 
acceptance before God, or two religions. There is and has been but one. It 
was developed from Paradise to Cudvary, but still the same. The antediluvian 
was the seed,- the patriarchal w'as the stem, the Levitical was the bud — the 
Christian is the full-grown and fragrant and beauteous blossom. It is the per- 
fection only of all the preceding ; hence Christianity is not a new religion, but 
the old rehgion — and Protestantism is only Christianity^ in conflict with the 
errors that have overlaid it, and the superstitions that have been encrusted 
upon it, 

I may notice, as another feature here, that while Noah was ** a preacher of 
righteousness,” all his warnings were despised by the generation to whom he 
addressed them. What does this teach us ? That truth never has been popu- 
lar in the w orld. It is not on||y a world of sin, but a world of Hes ; and man 
has ever loved the lie, which speaks to him peace >-and ho has iwer hated the 
truth, that rebukes his sins ana proclaims the reality of his condition. Never 
was truth preached in the world more faithfully or more affectionately than 
Jesus preached it ; and never did truth meet with a more stem or terrible rejec- 
tion. The fact is, that man, till he is taught by the Spirit of God, cannot 
stand the ♦ruth about himself; for to hear the whole truth, and feel it, about 
his state by sin, would make a man— must make a man— either commit suicide, 
or believe in Christ Jesus. I say, to hear the whole truth about his state, and 
to feel that truth in its condemning effects, must either drive a man to Ae 
very brink of despair, or it must draw him unto Him who puts an end to all de- 
spair, by forgiving all sin. When Noah preached to the w'orld the judgments 
that were reaJdy to overw'helm it, I have no doubt that it w'as demonstrated to 
the entire satisfaction of all the scientific institutes of the antediluvian world, 
that the flood was an impossibility and an absurdity ; I have nc^oubt that 
when Noah predicted its advent' the astronomers of that day^roved to 
absolute demonstration, that no planetary force could bo exerted adequate to 
move the ocean from its ooxy bea, and to make it ot^erflow the highest moun- 
tains of the earth ; I have no doubt that the geologists of that day argued, that 
the lower strata of the earth consisted of fire, rather than of wafer ; and I have 
as little doubt that the Charivari and newspaper caricaturist* of that day 
mocked the fanatic old man for telling them that the flood was about to over- 
flow the world, and sweep them from the face of the earth. But the ^eat fact 
which upset all theories came in the bursting earth, and the opening 'mrmament 
of heaven, and the flood that swept away the demonstrations, and the demon- 
strators with them. So, my dear friends, will it be again. We are told that 
in ^he last days ** there shall be scoffers, walking after their oi^m lusts 
and they shall say — “ Where is the promise of His coming ? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the creation of the 
world not knowing that “ one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day.” And “ as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it 
be when the Son of Man cometh ; men shall be eating, and drinking, and mar- 
rying, and giving in marriage,” even as they were when the flood came. 

So much, then, for the person here spoken of. 

Let me now notice, in the second place, the object — the ark. You are aware 
that there are two things which*bear the same name — the ark in which Noah 
and his family floated to Ararat, and the ark of the testimony, which was kept 
in the holy place and covered with the mercy-seat. These are two very different 
things. The ark here signified is the wooden vessel, constructed after the pre- 
scription of God, which carried Noah and his family across the waters, and landed 
them on Ararat. I look upon the ark here, not as some have done, ns the type and 
the symbol of the Saviour — Noah was that, — but I look upon the ark as the 
type and aymbol of the church of the Lord Jesus Chri^. I mean by that church, 
not any visible communion upon earth, but the company of all redeemed and 
true believers. In other words, I look upon it as the symbol of the true 
church, which we estimate not by the size of its cathedrals, or the height of its 
spires, or the number of its baptisms ; but by its likeness to God, and confor- 
mity to the image of Jesus. Hence I have always felt it an objection to the 
Tractarian divines, that they are very low churchmen ; we are rightly and pro- 
perly the true high churchmen. I believe that Dr. Watts shows in many of his 
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hviun^ that he was a far hig^her churchman than Mr* Kehie or Mr, Williams, 
who sing the glones and the excellencies of what they call the church* The 
church of the TrAstarian is a church limited by the height of the spire of 
the cathedral ; ^ the church of the Christian is a church which stretches beyond 
the stars. Their church is one which includes Italy and Austria, and excludes 
Scotland and Holland, and a large portion of America ; our church is one which 
includes people of every kindred and tongue and people and nation, whose 
attributes stretch b^ond the firmament, and repose amid the effulgence of the 
throne of God, Hence JJr. Watts shows himself, Congregationalist as ho 
was, to be a true churchman, when he sings ; — 

“ I love Thy kingdom, Lord, 

The house of Thine abode, 

The Church our bless’d Redeemer bought, 

With His own precious blood. 

I love Thy Church, O God ; 

Her walls before Thee stan^^ 

Dear as the apple of Thine eye, 

JLnd graven on Thy hand. 

Beyond my highest jo^^ 

I prize her heavenly ways — 

Her sweet communion, solemn vows, 

Her hymns of love and praise.” 

It is true, we cannot find our idea of the church satisfied with any visible Chris- 
tian institution upon earth. Hence our churchmanship rises far above popes, 
and prelates, and presbyters — we can find the great idea defined only in the W ord 
of Goil, and the lofty and glorious reality embodied in the presence of tlie 
throne of God himself. Hence I have thonght, that even one single sound 
from David’s lyre, although that sound comes through the rugged Scottish 
version — 

“ Upon the hills of holiness 
God His foundation sets | 

God more than Jacob’s dwellings all 
Delights in Zion’s gates — 

has more true churchmanship^than all Mr. feeble’s drivelling poetrjr about 
“ holy mother.” We are chui^men — high churchmen ; the Tractarians are 
mere schismatics, setting up a human altar against the Divine one. 

Into this Ark we invite you, as Noah invited the antediluvians into his. To 
come by baptism into the visible church, is unquestionably a duty ; but to invite 
you to comt.' into this national or that national, or this congregational or that Wes- 
leyan communion, i.s not to invite you into this ark. The invitation we address 
to you all, is to come into that true church, members of which are in every 
communion upon earth ; the Head of which is Christ ; the bonds, the ties, the 
links of which are ties of living and imperishable love ; the safety of which 
is guaranteed by the oath and made real bv the overshadowing attributes of 
Deity ; and the end and the destiny of which is so sure that no convulsion can 
arrest it, no change retard it. This church must last and live, whilst there is 
a God to be worshipped, throughout the ages of eternity. 

Believing, then, that Ibis is the true idea of the ark, let me notice, in the 
next place, that the ark which Noah built, and built after the prescription of 
God, had (we are told) but one door in it ; and Noah stood at that door, and 
invited all that would to come in. You ask me, then, what is that door ? It 
is not baptism ; that cannot be proved. It is not any right prescription or 

E osition ill this world ; that cannot be proved. But we have One proclaiming 
imself to be the only Door to the sheepfold — the only avenue of access to the 
number of the saved ; “ I am the Door ; whoso enteretli by Me shall find pas- 
ture.” Hence the title of admission into this true church of the redeemed is not 
any visible ceremony ; nor is it any earthly name, however valued, esteemed and 
cherished it may be ; nor is it in the power of any priest, nor is it in^virtue of 
any rite ; but it is simply the reception of, or belief in, the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
G od*s way to us, and our way exclusively to Him and that minister of the 
Gospel who cannot point out this door without obstructing and narrowing it, 
or who cannot stand before it and invite the people in without easting his own 
shadow on it, is a minister of the Gospel who is not true to all the requirements 
and re.Hpon8lbiUties of his office ; and that sermon, therefore, seems tome the 
most useful, not which pleases the ear with its music, but which casts the greatest 
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li^ht and the least shadow upon Christ, the only door of access to the company 
of the saved. 

We read that this ark, which was constructed after the pfescription of Cod, 
had not only a door, but we are also told that it had “ a window and it is 
remarkable that it had but one window — for God himself said, ** A window 
shalt thou make in it 5” and the height and breadth of that window God him- 
self laid down. Now what a window is to that ark, it is not surely straining 
our interpretation if I presume, the ministry and sacraments and ordinances 
of the church are to that church. What, then, would you have said, was the 
best window tliat Noah could have had in the ark ? Surely not the most beau- 
tiful one — ^not the one that was most richly and most exquisitely stained ; but 
the window that would subserve the great purposes which ho had in view, the 
window that lulinltted with the least obstruction the light of heaven to the 
inmates. It is so, then, with the ministry and the ordinances of the ehureh rjf 
Christ. That is the best minktry which is the purest medium of light ; the 
btist light is not the “ dim reli^ous,” but the bright religious light ; anil those 
sacraments seem to rao the most scriptural and the most apostolical, which are 
administered, so as not to take the p!a<;c of Christ, and dislodge Him, but w hich 
bcco#ie the transparent and lucid media, througli which the beams of heaven 
daw n upon the earth, and the light of God's tru-n finds the most ready access 
into the depths of man’s heart. 

I read also, in the next place, that while the ark had its door and its window, 
it had in it also several comiuirtraents ; and in reading over the portion wiiieh 
describes it at your leisure, you will lind that it was so. These corn])iirtinents, 
we read, -were divdded by partitions. Is there not in this something like a 
symbol — if not a description — -of the state of Christ’s church ? TlioAe true 
believers who compose it may be found in every communion ; and each has u 
preference, it may be, distinct from his brother’s. Tliese distinctions may be 
sinful — but they are facts ; these ditfcrences may be ex])edieut, or they may not ; 
they may be iiiicessary and unuvi4|lable, or they may bo criminal ; but hcri^ 
they are. Alen do not yet see eye U* eye : whether they shall ever see all 
things exactly the same, is a gucstion 1 cannot answer : but here there is a 
palpable fact, that if there wero> diiferent chau^iers in the ark, there w'as but 
one diK>r to admit them all, and one window to give light to them all. May it 
not be so in Christ’s churq^ ? — ^iiay, it is so, — that whatever be the Christian 
party, or denomination, (and one compartment may be ampler and brighter than 
another to w'hich yow. belong,) there is but one (lixir of admission to the true 
church ; there is but one window to let light into it ; and that sect seems to me 
to depart furthest from the Gospel, that says — ‘ You shall not belong to us, 
unless you lirst enter through Cranmer, or through Wesley, or through Knox, 
and then through Christ but that church seems to mo to approiwih nearest to 
the apostolic model, that proclaims and writes (as it were) on its very thri‘sh- 
old — ‘ There is nothing that constitutes your tiUe to admission, but y'onr sense 
of your peril without, and your desire to be saved solely through His precious 
blotxL* 

You will notice, in the next place, that in this aijjc the three fp*eat fathers 
of the human family met together : Shorn, the great fatht^r of Asia, daphet of 
Europe, and Ham of Africa, — America being made uj) of sections taken from 
each. How delightful the anticipation, that their children shall meet again in 
Christ, their common Saviour, and in tho true ark, their common chiindi ; and how 
truly should wo endeavour to approximate to this predestined state in all our 
arran^ments upon earth ! IIow very unlike this is a portion of the church of 
America, where the poor black man, because he has got g darker shade uptfti 
his face, is not allowed to approach the same table or to sit in the same pew 
with the white man ! Cur American friends proclaim themselves to be speci- 
mens of the free — ^the models of liberty throughout the world. Certainly they 
may be »o in theory ; but if this be true, (as it is certainly in the Southern 
States,) they are not so in practice ; and 1 hope there never will be a Christian 
congregation within the length and breadth of Great Britain, in which the 
black shall be severed by force from the white, the male from the female, the 
bond from the free, the barbarian from the civilised, where all are “ one in 
Christ Jesus.” 

1 notice, in the next place, that all within the ark, and they alone, were saved. 
No doubt there were stronger ships built than the ark, and yet they all jierished 
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Np doubt, tested by strict mathematical or hydrostatic principles, the ark was 
a very defective vessel j I have no doubt scientific men prophesied that it would 
founder in the first wave that » rolled ; and I have no doubt that when Noah 
entered the ark, without any knowledge of the stars, and without any chart or 
compass, or means of navi^ting it, they predicted that if his prophecy became 
true, and the flood came, those magnificent war vessels would float unscathed 
to the remotest shores, and that the miserable shell which Noah called the ark 
would perish in the first gale. But the mightiest navies foundered before the 
overwhelming flood ; and the very shell constructed by Noah, who was neither 
shipwright nor carpenter, survived ; — ^teaching us the lesson, that the element of 
safety is not the strength of human institutions, but the presence and blessing 
of God upon the weakest. 

IGiigs and nobles, the highest, the noblest, the richest, and the greatest out- 
side the ark perished ; they only inside were safe. And so it must be still. The 
church that is to last for ever is not the most gorgeous in its forms, or the 
richest in its possessions ; and they that trust to the antiquity, or the greatness, 
or the learning, or the resources of the church, as the great means of their 
safety in the approaching storms, imitate the conduct of those who trusted to 
their war-ships, and rejected the safety provided in the ark of Noah. * Your 
safety, my dear friends, is not in your belonging to a church the most apostolic, 
nor is it in your being baptise<l after formula the most scriptur^fl ; but the 
only church, to belong to which is to be a churchman indeed, and a Christian 
too, is that church composed of those w ho have “ washed their robes and made 
them wdiite in tbo blood ol the liamb,” and have fled to Christ, as the only 
safety and refuge of sinners. 

In the next plac;e, I may add, many assisted in building the ark of Noah who 
perished themselves. It is not likely that Noah could have built the whole ark 
in the thno prescribed. It is fountl by calculation, that Noah’s ark, by mea- 
surement, would be as large as several^ [believe, of the largest ships of war, and 
able to carry as mm^li astliey would Ik* able to carry, crews and all. It is quite 
plain, therefore, that Noah could not have built it all himself. I have no 
doubt that he was assisted, by many, for the pay they received, not because 
of any sympathy they felt. Many of the shibboleths that are sounded loudest 
in the age in which wo live, are shibboleths that do not come from zeal for the 
cause of Christ, but from zeal for men’s own advantage. Every time you hear 
— “ The church, the church of the Eord arc we,” or every time you hear, “The 
church is in danger,” or “ The chapel is in peril,” do not always believe that 
llicse proceed from the purest and the loftiest motives. Many side with the 
churcli, on the one hand, or with dissent, upon the other, not from heartfelt 
preference, but from expedience and mercenary ends. And on the other hand, 
my dear friends, very many may assist in extending the cause of Christ on the 
earth, w’^ho shall not he saved by it. It is a very solemn thing, that there will 
be ministers who shall form and build up churches for eternity, who shall perish 
themselves ; it is a very solemn thought, that many shall contribute to build 
schools, and to circulate Bibles, and to extend missions, out of benevolent mo- 
tives — not out of Christian ones, because thtw are not Christians themselves. 
And therefore, when wo give to the cause of Christ, let us always precede that 
gift by this first and chiefest question — ‘ Do I belong to Christ myself ? Am 
I a Christian myself?* He only who is a Christian can give truly to the 
extension of Christ’s cause ; and the little that he gives, being the most that ho 
can spare, will be blessed by Him who gave him grace to give it. 

L»et me also notice the striking fact, that the some wave which raised the 
ark of Noah to the sky, overwhelmed the towers and the citadels of tlie earth. 
The same Gospel that is “a savour of life unto life” to many, is “ the savour of 
death unto death” to others. It is a great law in God’s providence, just as it is 
a law in God’s grace, that what is death to the unbeliever is salvation to the 
child of God ; the same sermon that carries quickening hopes into one heart, 
carries a hardening process into a second ; the same tribulation that is sancti- 
fied to one man, hardens a second man ; the same wave that carried Noah 
nearer to his God, overwhelmed those that wore without the ark in irresistible* 
destruction ; the same lightning flash that rent the rocks and citadels of the 
world, only shone upon the surging waters before Noah, and illuminated his 
troubled pathway, till he rested finally upon Ararat. Let us, then, my dear 
friends, pray, that the Gospel we hear may, be made a blessing to us, not a 



486 


KOAH*8 S'AMILT IN THB ARK. 


calamity->-^that the truth we hear may be the means of our acquittal, not the 
cause Of our condemnation, at the judgment-seat of Christ. 

Having noticed, then, these lessons that flow from a consideration of Noah 
and the ark, let me notice, in the next place, that you and your children are 
invited into it, just as Noah and his children, and all his family, were invited 
into the ark. 

There is nothing, my dear friends, to be done now, but simply to accept what 
has been done for us. The great misapprehension of many is, that they have 
something to do, or something to suffer, before they can be justified. Now t he 
revelation of the Gospel of Christ is, that all has been done that God required 
to be done — all suffered that the law demanded to bo suffered, — and that now 
we have only to repose upon that sacrifice, and rest upon that righteousness, 
and be everlastingly saved ; and what you are called upon to do, is just wiiat 
Noah was called upon to do — to bring not only yourselves, but your children, 
to Christ, and just as you are. 

Has any one in this assembly a prodigal son ? Bring him upon your prayers 
to the throne of grace ; beseech Him in whose hands are all hearts, to change 
that heart ; and that prodigal will vet gratify your spirits, bv presenting this 
spectacle of one prostrate at his Father’s footsto<3l, and that Father falling on his 
neck, and kissing him, and bidding him welcome home. Have you infants 'i 
Bring them into the ark also ; let these flowers be presented before “ the Sun 
of Righteousness let these babes be dedicated to Christ, and bo taught to 
feel that their safety is to be within the ark-»-their peril to bo out of it. 

There is no safety for you or for your children anywhere but in the true 
church of the redeemed, mat is washed in the blood and arrayed in the righte- 
ousness of Jesus. This one thought should absorb or annihilate every other 
cousideration. Be not anxious so much whether your offspring shall be church- 
men or dissenters, as whether they shall bo Christians. Bring them first to 
Christ, and then they will not go to a wrong church ; make them first ac- 
quainted with the excellencies of the Saviour, and then they will prefer the 
communion that reflects His glory most brightly, and makes known His Gospel 
most faithfully ; bring your children first to the ark, and then let them deter- 
mine at their leisure into which chamber or partition of the ark they shall pre- 
fer permanently to dwell,- — recollecting that if we are in the true ark there is 
but one door for admission, but one window to enlighten them, as there is but 
one God to protect them, and one mountain more glorious than Ararat, on 
which they shall rest and dwell for ever.. 

But it may be asked, * What is tc become of those children who are not so 
privileged as Noah’s, in having^ a father to bring them to Christ, and into the 
true ark ?’ My dear friends, this is a very solemn and a very important and 
personal question. Your babes, 1 trust, as Christian fathers, you initiate in 
the knowledge and appreciation of the Gospel of Christ ; these, I believe and 
hope, you pray for, and set an example attractive for its beauty, and give in- 
structions that will be profitable by their purity. ‘ But what,’ you ask, * is to 
become of children, (and in the neighbourhood of Covent-garden and Drury- 
lane we might select not hundreds, but thousands, ) who either have no father 
at all, or have a father who is rather a calamity and a curse, than a blessing 
and a benefactor to them V 1 hold, that in such a case a Christian church is 
the sponsor for such outcast ones ; I hold, that the duty — nay, not the duty, 
but the privilege — devolves upon you of “ suffering such little ones to oome unto 
Jesus.” Those children that wander in our streets, who are our future house- 
breakers, the inmates of our prisons for the next twenty years, and the exiles to 
Botany Bay, are not poisonous weeds — they are only soiled and trampled 
flowers i it needs only you to gather them up, to bring them beneath the beams 
of the everlasting sun and beneath the rains of the sky, and they will bloom and 
beautify the land which they once threatened to discredit or destroy. 

To these children we wish to give not merely a secular isducation, but also a 
reli^ous education. It seems to me that secular education without scriptural 
is giving power, but giving no principle to regulate that power ; it seems to me 
♦like building ships of the most approved construction, but forgetting or neglect- 
ing to put on board a compass and a chart, and to append to each shm a helm ; 
and then letting these vessels float upon the ocean, to founder in the first hurri- 
cdfie. We teach the young secular knowledge, because it is useful, important—^ 
nay, necessary to do so ; but we teach them, qotemporaneously, tlie knowledge 
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of God and Chriat Jesus, which not only beautifies and regulates the other, but 
“opens’* for thorn “ the kingdom of heaven,” as “ for all believers.” 

1 know that some are the advocates for teaching secular knowledge only. I 
must^ say I have always felt, my dear friends, great pity for the schoolmaster 
who is placed in a school and told — ‘ Now tcaeh everything upon earth, but do 
not meddle with religion ;* and I have thought of the difficulties in which he 
would be placed. Suppose that master, for instance, is explaining botany to 
his school. He selects a rose, a^d begins to tell the children that it belongs U) 
such a class, or to such a genus, and has such a property — such fragrance, such 
virtues ; he then begins to tell them that it is a favourite symbol with poets, and 
adds also that it is associated with the history of England — the white and red . 
rose^S of the houses of York and Lancaster ; he then begins to tell them that it 
is used also in a book called the Bible, and in tl|p,t book it describes the excel- 
lency of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Kose of Sl^on. Up starts one of the 
boys — ‘ Hold, Sir ; I am a Jew ; I do not believe in such a Saviour, and 1 
cannot admit of such an application.’ Or I can imagine him describing the 
origin of books — what they were made of — first leaves, then parchment on a 
rtiller ; and then he begins to tell his scholars that the Bible is so called as being 
The Book, the best book in the world. Up starts a sceptic child — ‘ My father 
does not believe the Bible, and I do not believe it^ you are violating the rules 
of the school.’ Now, I ask, must not that teacher be placed in a very awkward 
situation ? Ho may speak of every book, from the book of Jasher down to the 
books of Mormon, — but he must not speak one word concerning the Bible ; he 
may mention every illustrious person, from Noah down to Napoleon, — but he 
dare not speak of Him who hallowed the very universe with His ^lory — the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. And therefore I have felt the difficulty of 
conceiving secular education being conveyed in these schools, separated from 
religious education. Not that I wish the sectarianism of religion to be taught ; 
let the Bible be the school-book, and I am satisfied ; let the Bible be the great 
Directory in the school, and it seems to me to be enough. 

Do not, however, misapprehend me, as if I wore against teaching secular 
knowledge. I think many persons err in this respect. They teach their 
children the way to heaven, but do not teach them the duties and responsibili- 
ties of earth. !fi4any parents educate their children as if they had nothing to 
do with the world, but to get over it like skaiters upon thin ice, as rapidly as 
they can, in order to be sure at length to be in heaven. Now it seems to me, 
that we must educate our children for the world, as well as for heaven ; not for 
the adoption of the world’s maxims, or for the imitation of the world’s example, 
but for the discharge of the world’s duties. You must teach your children, by 
all means, to pray ; teach them to read ; teach them to come to the house of God; 
teach them to visit the throne of grace ; fit them, by the grace of God, for the 
house of Go<l in glory ; — but you musrt also prepare th^ Ibr the counter, and 
for the Exchange, and for the army, and for the navy, — for they have tip fulfil 
reeponsibilities in the world, as well as to prepare for heaven ; they have duties 
to discharge to Caesar, as well as privileges to receive from Christ. The child 
that gets a wrong view of the world is as likely to make shipwreck as the child 
that receives a wrong view of heaven. The world is the great battle-field, on 
which the conflict is to 6e sustained : the shop, the Exchange, the army, the 
navy, the Parliament, are the places where our character is to be tested ; and 
ut\les 3 we are made acquainted with all that is before us in the world, and all 
that we are to do and dare and conquer, we have not that “ faith” -which “ over- 
comes the world,” and which is made perfect in fruition. So that we wish to 
teach both knowledges combined, because we believe both to be necessary. 

There are but two modes of treatment of the, rising generation — namely, 
the prevention of the crime or the punishment of the criminal. One or other 
you must adopt ; and I have always^felt it to be a most painful thing to see 
children before a magistrate, at the police offices, who were really never taught 
the vast distinctions between vice and virtue, between holiness and sin, but 
who were allowed to grow up in the belief, that it is their duty to enrich 
themselves at their neighbours’ expense ; and then they are punished for prin- 
ciples which have been engrafted on their earliest recollections, and which 
have been taught them beneath the shdier and authority of a mother’s horned 
My dear friends, you ought to prevent the growth of the juvenile criminal, 
rather than punish the fuU-growu and matured criminal *, you ought to exer- 
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cjMj the privilege of prevention rather than the stern duty of punishment ; 
and in 'doing so you would not only fall in with the prescriptions* of the 
Gospel more fully, but you would leave upon society an impression more per- 
manent and more valuable. And lot me say, (if this constitute any argument,) 
that it would be more economical for you to do so. We pay so raufch for 
Poor’s Pates, and Police tax, and taxes for goals, just because we feel so little 
interest and do so little for the instruction of the rising race. Let me tell 
you, that if a school-master do not lay hold of that poor ^hild in llrury- 
lane, a policeman will lay hold oliiim ; if you do not place him in a Christian 
school, you will find him in Newgate, or Bridewell, or some other prison in 
our coimtry ; and if you were to give more for the maintenance of Christian 
* schools, depend upon it you would bo taxed much less for goals, and all the 
pmntive apparatus with which, our country is furnished. 

And if you looked at the matter in a larger scale, you would pay more atten- 
tion to it. Where is propc^ the best throughout the world ? Where would 
you have an estate for the maintenance of your children ? Would it not be 
in this country ? How much do you tliink was Lot’s house worth in Bodorn, 
into wliich the rabble were ready to burst every moment ? Very little. How 
much was property worth in France, at the time of the Revolution ? Very 
little. And how conies it t# pass that the barren acres of Scotland will fetch 
more than the fertile acres of Mahometan Turkey ? The answer is, Ix^cause 
Christian education has made a visible impression upon the one, wiiile the 
other is completely overrun with ignoriAice and 8ui>erstition. But 1 will not 
dwell upon these grounds : I put the matter upon the highest ground of aU. 
Train children for Christ ; prepiire their hearts for immortality and glor^’^ ; 
transplant them from a soil in which they wither, to a soil in which they will 
grow and prosper. 

Help us at this time. We want your hearty help. If causes are to be tried 
by the obstructions in their way, and arc to be judged to be excellent in pro- 
portion to the multitude of difficulties they meet with, our schools must 
occupy a foremost place in the number. We have metpvith dilficultics at 
every step — olistructions at almost every i>ortion of our progress ; and I should 
not wonder if all we should be able to accomplish would l>e, just roofing the 
building and letting it remain for twelve months, to remind you that the vast 
auditory of Exeter Hall did not respond to duty, to privilege. But some, I 
know, will shake their heads, and say — * Ah I we told you that it would be 
BO ; we told you that you had not counted the cost.’ - Such persons, if they 
liad lived in the days of the apostle Faul, would have bid him sit down and be 
quiet ; they would havo told Martin Luther not to disturb the world, and 
would have prevented Wilberforce from making one effort, which was crowned 
ultimately with success by the emancipation of the slave. The work will not 
stand still. I am jus# as much convinced that we sliall have large and 
fiourishing schools there, whether you will or not, as I am of ray own exist: 
ence ; ^d if you, my own people, will not contribute to our aid, tlicn I and 
one or two more will go and beg from house to house, throughout the parish 
in which the schools are situate, and give the last farthing wc can spare our- 
selves ; for I am sure that a Christian scliool is as necessary there as a Chris- 
tian church. And, my Christian friends, wc have been a large and flomishing 
congregation there for some years, and our schools have ix;en jiosi lively a dis- 
credit to us. An effort, however, has now been made to imi)rove them, which 
I hope you will liberally support. 

Let me beg of you, then, my dear friends, to give what you can. I hope no 
one will refrain from giving something. What a privilege is it to l)e able to 
contribute something to prepare one babe for being useftd upon earth, and 
happy in eternity I I know that the objection is oRcn felt — ‘ Why, you arc 
always asking for money ; and every mrmon of this kind concludes about 
money !’ Hy dear friends, the reason is just this : it is because bricks, and 
lime, and timber cannot be had gratis ; it is because the poor men who are 
worl^g hard six days a-week, have their meals and families to provide for. 
It is our duty to pay them ; and when you contribute a sovereign to the plate 
this day, you just contribute the small representative in little space, the port- 
able representative of so mudi bricks or mortar, or of so much labour in the 
education of the young.* 

* The Collection, we understand, amounted to £ 98 . 
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“ And Ood said^ Let there be light: and there was lighC * — Genesis i. 3. 

The object of the first two lectures of this course, has been to show that 
the Book of Nature rightly read, and the Book of Revelation, give us the same 
history. It has been my object to prove that God tells us the same things ; 
whether He speaks to us by means of the stars above, or the earth beneath, or 
vrliether He speaks to us by the voice of Inspiration — that truth is at all 
times one and tlie same — that it cannot, under one circumstance, reveal to us 
one aspect, and under another circumstance another aspect of affairs, but that 
it must always tend in the same direction, and always be concentrated in the 
same point. The object of the present lecture is somewhat more profound. 
We shall have now to show, not only that God doth at all times convey to us 
the same f4ets, not only that there is a perfect consistency between His truth 
as revealed to us in His works, and His truth as revealed to us in His Word ; 
but, also, that His works rightly re^d, are capable of throwing a light upon 
His own nature and attributes — that we may by duly studying therein, come 
to a somewhat competent knowledge of Ilis nature who made them — that the 
most wondrous of His attributes, and the most glorious of His perfections are 
stamped on the works of His creation ; and that though we cannot “ by 
learcliiug find out God,” yet we may find out sufficient concerning Him, by 
examining the records of His power, to fill our minds with awe at His perfec- 
tions, and with love for His wondrous beneficence. Tliis power, namely, the 
power of ascjcrtaining somewhat concerning His attributes, and of understanding 
somewhat of His nature, by rightly examining the works of creation, will more 
peculiarly be brought before us, when we consider that topic which is given to 
us in our text — “And God said. Let there be light : and there was light.” 

We may deduce much knowledge of the wisdom and the beneficence of God, 
from observing the boundless provision which He has made for us in every part of 
creation. We see how He has studded the world in which we live with good ; 
how He has provided for every want of humanity, and how He has given us 
not only the necessaries of life, but “all things richly to enjoy” — all things 
which may tend to make this life a foretaste of the better life to come. But 
by means of those facts which are connected with the higher parts of 
philosophy, we are able to ascertain not this only, but also some glimmering of 
information as to His Divine perfections. His own inner nature, so to spe^ ; 
and, therefore, to-night we shall endeavour to show how far this nature is 
revealed to us by the laws of His creation, and how by this one circum- 
stance, that “ God said, Let there be light : and there was light,” how by 
the very existence of that wondrous fluid, and our investigation df its laws, we 
may investigate the power and wisdom of Him who made it. 

In order to do this, we will take a brief review of that’ which we know 
concerning it. “ God said. Let there be lights and there was light.” We shall 
not now call your attention to any other circumstances connected with the 
nature of light, than those which regard its visibility and its power of making 
known to us that which exists. We shsdl not now speak, (at least we shall 
not in the earlier part of this lecture speak,) concerning it under any other 
aspect, under any other phase, than that of being the fluid whereby all things 
become visible. Under these circumstances, then, we shall regard, first, the 
philosophy of its transmission. We know that all things are visible, simply 
by the transmission of rays of light. We speak of the transmission of rays of 
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light, because llie term is more easy to be understood than any otlier that we 
could use — not thereby attempting to invalidate that which now we know to 
be true, namely, the undulatory theory of light. But still, using the common 
form of speech, on account of its more easy and intelligible character, we say 
that all things become visible to, us by means of the rays of light w4|ich are 
transmitted from them to us ; — that the sun in the heavens is visible to 
us by reason of those rays which make an impression upon our senses, 
and which cause us to know that the sun there exists. The rays of 
light which pass to us from the moon and from the stars malce known to 
us their existence ; and it matters not for our purpose, whether the light 
radiate from any inherent quality of the body itself, or whether it be light 
reflected therefrom. The light of the sun comes to us, because tlie sun is a 
luminous body ; the light of the moon comes to us because her light is reflected 
from the sun ; the light of the stars comes to us because, according to all that 
we know of them, they are luminous bodies ; the light of the planets comes to 
us, because the light is rcfle|||d from them, being originally the light of the 
sun. We see objects at a omance on the earth, by reason of the sun’s rays, 
or the rays of the moon, or the rays pf any other luminous body, falling upon 
them ; and we have no other jcneans of ascertaining their existence than by 
the rays of light passing from tJsem to us. 

Now it is plain, that as this is the case, it is a matter of consequence to us, 
in any philsophical investigations, that we should know at what rate these 
rays of light travel ; for Ught conies from the sun to us, an<l we only 
know of the very existence of the sun by the transmission of sucli rays. 
Then it follows that some space of time, whether long or short, must be 
occupied b}*^ their transmission, and some space of time, therefore, must 
be occupied in conveying to us the knowleclge that there the sun exists, 
that there the moon occupies her place in the heavens, that there tlie stars are 
shining above us, or tliat at any given distance, or in any given siiot, a visible 
object exists. Now we have been able to discover at what rate light is thus trans- 
mitted ; and wonderful as the velocity may apjiear, yet it is a rate which has 
been ascertained by the most rigid experiments, and therefore, which cannot 
admit of the slightest doubt. We know, then, that a ray of light passes at the 
rate of a hundred and ninety-flve thousands of miles in a second of time : 
so that supposing the distance of the earth from the sun to be ninety-five 
millions of miles, we may say, that a ray of light transmitted from the sun 
to the earth, will occupy about eight minutes in its transmission. 

The first thought, then, which strikes our minds is tliat of simple wondefi 
We are struck with marvel that light, or that any body whatever, however 
impalpable and aorial may be its form, can pass through space at so rapid a rate. 
But when we come to consider the question further, we find far graver 
subjects for our wonder, far more important causes for our interest. And, 
first, we observe, then, that as the rays of light are transmitted at one 
uniform rate throughout space, it will follow that the more distant bodies will 
take a greater x)roportion of time in transmitting to us the rays of light, and 
making visible, therefore, to us their existence. Let us consider for a 
moment. If it takes eight minutes for a single ray of light to pass from the 
sun to the earth, it will follow that eight minutes will elapse before we can on 
the earth become aware by our sight of the existence of the sun. Let us 
carry this out a little further, and suppose that there is a star at so great a 
distance 'from tlie earth, that instead of taking eight minutes, it will take a 
thousand years for the transmission of the rays of light from that star to the 
earth ; and we shall then find that it will take a thousand years before we 
can be aware of the existence of that star. Again, to pursue thci same thought 
another step, and note what are the actual discoveries which have been made ; 
and we shall become aware that there are nebula) so far off, that according to 
the computsftion which we have been enabled to make concerning them, it 
would take at least two hundred millions of years before their light co^d 
be transmitted to the earth, and that conseqently it must have occupied 
two hundred millions of yearsHocfore, in this identical spot of the creation 
in* which we now are, their light can have become visible. 

Now these are not things which are matters of mere conjecture ; they are 
matters of mathematical proof ; and consequently as absolutely certain as that 
two and two make four, or as any other fact, either geometrical or arithmetical, 
which may be proved by the action of the same rules. And we axe not to 
stop at mere wonder in these cases, but we are to consider whereto they tend, 
and to what conclusions they lead us. And the first conclusion, then, will be 
that there are parts of the creation which have been in existence for at least 
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two hundred millions of years and more, inasmuch as that time must have 
elapsed before their rays could have reached that i)art of the creation in which 
our own world has its place. Here, then, at once we find that however we inter- 
pret the words which are given to us in the first book of Moses, that “in the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” we are not at all events 
to imagine that six thousand years ago God made all things out of nothing by 
“ the W ord of His power,” but that at distances of time inconceivably vast, 
the actions of creation weiy still going on — that at distances of time of which 
we can form no adequate idea, and of which the words that we use are rather 
symbt)ls for practical use, than means to give us any adequate notion — ^tkat at 
distances of time so vast as these, the work of creation was already in opera- 
tion, and had been probably for spaces of time as vast before. 

This, then, is one aspect under which we regard the enormous distances which 
astremomy, and more especially by means of the laws of light, reveals to us. 
But it does not stop here. These are topics into, which we shall have occasion 
to enter at some length, when we speak of the formation of the world geologi- 
cally. All that wothave now to do is to speak of the laws of light. We must, 
then, regard it under a somewhat different aa||ct, and see whether we cannot 
derive still more wonderful results from it. lra,ke, then, some given space in 
creation, and let it be supposed that there exists a star at a given distance 
from our world, and that it will take a hundred years in order to the trans- 
mission of light from that star to the earth. We observe that as the very 
existence of that star to us is only made known by the passage of light 
from it, so that we can only see it by means of the rays of light which have 
already parted therefrom, a ray of light to be visible by us, must have 
departed ifom that stfir a hundred years ago. Now as we have a knowledge of 
that star’s existence, so also we may conceive it to be possible for us to liUve 
some knowledge of that which is (jarried on there, of the nature of the surface, 
of the actions of those who are inhabiting that separate and individual 
star. 

Let it be supposed, then, that this power were granted to any one upon 
earth, and it will follow that in looking upon that star, he beholds it not as it 
is at the moment when he regards it, but as it was a hundred years ago, for 
he sees it as it was at the time when the rays which are now present, were 
departing from its surface. In like manner, if we look at the sun, we see it, 
not as it is at this precise moment, but as it was eight minutes ago. 

We may carry on this view of the subject, and we may say that we see 
another planet as it was half an hour ago, that we see another as it was five 
or six hours ago — some stars as they were many years ago, and one, for 
example, as it was a hundred years ago. Now if it were possible for us (and 
how know we but that there are beings which have the power ?) to observe, 
and to observe accurately, all that went on upon the surface of that star — if 
w'e could see its separate inhabitants — ^if we could observe their acts, and con- 
template that on which they were engaged, we should see them not as they are 
now, but as they were a hundred years ago. And let us consider that they 
have the same power with regard to us ; we perceive, then, that they 
regarding us, and, having powers similar to those which we are attributing to 
tlie observer for this purpose, would behold the surface of the earth, not 
as it now exists, but as it was one hundred years ago. Since tliat, a century 
has elapsed ; but they are looking on our ancestors living and moving, 
engaged in their several pursuits, some of war, some of commerce, and all as 
they were before that century of years had passed away. Let us take another 
distance still further, say another hundred years, and at a comparative space 
we will 4)lace another l^ing with the same faculties of observation. It will 
follow that he will regard this world os it was two hundred years ago. Let us 
suppose another still further off, from wliich place it would take a thousand 
years for the transmission of a ray of light, and it follows that he would 
behold us as we were before ten centuries had sped on their way. And thus we 
may make ‘out the various points, as it .were, in space, from which may be 
contemplated any specific x>oint of time ever existing in this world. In one 
place the disciples may be seen going upon their apostolic mission and carr3ring 
the glad tidings of salvation among the nations. In another we may see the 
William of Normandy bringing his troops to this land and overwhelming our 
ancient Saxon government. In another place still further off, we may behold 
the existing splendour of the great Babylonian Empire — in another, a little 
nearer, the foundation of the still vaster power, of !^me. So we may mark 
out points throughout the vast realms of space from which it would be 
possible for beings so gifted to contemplate this world in which we live under 
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every indment of time itself, and from which every sx)ecific action whidi had 
ever token place upon its surface might be distinctly visible. 

This, then, is one of the most important points of yiew under which we 
may consider the aspect of space at large with reference to the world in which 
we live ; but it requires that we sliould consider it a little more attentively. We 
acknowledge that the subject which we have now brought before you is one 
of great abstruseness, and that it requires the most profound and careful 
thought ; we, therefore, entreat you to give us that diligent attention Mdiilc 
we prosecute a little further still our inquiries concerning the nature of .these 
laws*of light, and that which those laws teach to us concierning the onini- 
seience of God. Hitherto we have seen that by taking various points 
througliou^he realms of space, and supposing a being there placed capable of 
Ixiholding with a clear eye that which takCvS place at any given distance, 
it would be possible for beings so arranged throughout those realnis of 
space to behold the world .on which we live at any given period of its 
history; and thus that on the boundless plain of creation there is written, 
as in an indelible library, every action which lias taken f^ace throughout the 
whole history of the world sl^||p the creation of man; so that there is no 
space of time which has not itlK?orrespondjng point in spaccj, where at this 
very moment the rays of light proceeding from our planet at that time are not 
arriving, and where con.sequently any lieing having the capacity to observe 
would not be able to perceive the action itself taking place. And here, then, 
we learn from this, that every act which hath been accomplished is in its 
course of transmission throughout infinite space — that as it goes fnrth(?r and 
still further, it is still not forgotten, nor the power of observing it lost ; it is 
only carried to a point more remote, but still within the realms of*the Divine 
perception. 

Now hitherto we know that this present race of men, this existing creation, 
of which we ourselves form part, hath existed upwards of six tlioiisand years ; 
and we have seen that there are heavenly bodies the rays from which must 
have taken at least two hundred millions of years in passing to us — a space of 
time so stuj^ndous as to show, that the knowledge of events which have taken 
place in this world cannot, by any physical power, pass for incalculable ages 
even to that extent of creation with which we ourselves are acquainted. This 
whole solar system might be blotted out of the page of creation, but its loss 
would not be i)erceived. Night by night in the starry heavens of those distant 
worlds would the light from our sun, shining as a small star, be visible, and 
two hundred millions of years must elapse lx.*fore the loss of transmitted light 
would announce to the midnight watcher in those regions that a S3'stem had 
ceased to exist. And it is possible to reverse this picture. 

^ We know that among ourselves there are none capable of making observa- 
tions in this way. We know that in a very short space before us our eyes 
fail : we require them to he assisted by optical instruments. Our telescopes may 
■ carry our sight far indeed, hut not sufficiently clearly nor with sufficient power 
to enable us to discern that which is being done in distant worlds. But it does 
not follow therefore that because we are unable to perceive these things there 
are no beings in existence able to do so. We must remember, in the first place, 
that we are fallen physically, as well as morally and mentally, from our origi- 
nal perfection. And though it may be impossible for us to discern these wonders, 
still who shall say that it is impossible for the angels of God to perceive them ? 
Who shall say that there are not beings created by His infinite power, and 
guided by Ilis infinite wisdom, capable of passing from world to world 
tliroughout the whole extent of His visible creation, analyzing the acts that 
take place in any corner thereof, and rei)orting them to the very central court 
and palace of Heaven ? It is true that no such means of communication are 
n^ssary to Hm whose watchful eye is over all His works. He needs no 
ministers of His celestial state, but He has been pleased to reveal Himself to us, 
as making use, both of the power and the intelligence of created beings, partly, 
perhaps, in condescension^ to our infirmities, partly because a fit and honoura- 
ble employment is thus bestowed on saints and angels, and partly, it may be, 
because the pomp and imperial dignity of Heaven is augmented and enhanced 
thereby. And as to the means whereby this can be done,, who shall say 
that there are not beings whose vision, far beyond that which we can conceive, 
is able to ascertain with perfect accuracy every event transacted in every 
world which God ever created, and that such beings are not existing through 
every jxjrtion of space wherein those worlds are spread ? , It does not follow, 
therefore, we see, that because things are practically impossible to us, they arc 
p/tnomplncally imposHihle. We find and know that there are myriads of beings 
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tar higher in their position than we are in this our lapsed state : and though 
ineiiable grandeur and dignity were conferred upon humanity by the taking of 
our nature upon Him by Christ, it did ’not physically restore us in this our 
fallen world to those conditions which once we had, and to whicli, and still 
greater than which, we shall one day return. ‘ 

Now we say that these views are not the only views under which we may 
consider transmission of light, and the aspect metaphysical and moral under 
whicli we may contemplate it. Hitherto we have regarded it only in one 
way ; and" we have seen events, as it were, carried out in creation from world 
to world, from system to system, on the wings of those rays which make known 
to distant planets the eidstencc of our own. Let us consider, then, something 
further. In our researches into physical truth, it is not necessary merely to 
make use of the telescope, in order that we may bring near to us IJiat which is 
at a vast distance, and to enable us to discern that which womd otherwise 
escape our eyes ; but we must also have the power of bringing it practically so 
close to us, and of contemplating it for so long a time, that we may he able to 
note accurately not only every action, but also every separate movement which 
conduces thereto. In order that this may be done, (carrying the same views 
forward again concerning the transmission 0 |i||ght,) let us conceive of a certain 
action taking place upon this world which l^iiires the careful investigation 
of angelic intelligences. 3>t us suppose that that act itself occupies but a short 
time, but that in order rightly to be understood, it must be placed, as it were, 
under a moral microscope, and that it shall be necessary to lengthen the appa- 
rent time in which it shall take place, and to investigate accurately and care- 
fully all its component parts. This we find provided for by these very same 
laws. Welllppose, then, a being passing through space at a rate equal to tliat 
required^ foPthe transmission of light — consequently the light and with it the 
vision of the event in question passes through space with that being, he still 
keeping his eye upon that transaction, thus rendered stationary for liis inspec- 
tion. It will consequently follow that if his motion be more rapid than that of 
the rays of light which convey to him the events which he is regarding, that 
will, as it were, throw back the time of the action. Let us suppose that a dis- 
tance of a hundred years sliall take place during the transmission of the ray of 
light, and the transmission of the angelic intelligence from one point of space to 
another ; it will follow, then, that that act which may perhaps in itself take 
tile space of a quarter of an hour will, to his eye, occupy a hundred years — 
that during the whole of those hundred years it will be passing in review before 
him — that he will have an opportunity of examining it spot by spot, or motion 
by motion ; and thus as the microscope brings under a nearer angle before us 
the visible creation, so in like manner will the moral creation be brought under 
a moral microscope before those intelligences of which We speak; and as 
we can with the microscope separate the very dust upon the wing of the 
butterfly, so can tliose angelic intelligences, under such circumstances, separate 
the component parts of every human action observed by them, lengthening 
out the time which it takes to perform them. And thus we have not only 
made known to distant parts of the creation that wliich is transacted here on 
earth, but we have also, in respect of those events whicli are carried on at any 
given period of time, a certain portion of time assigned for the investigation of 
them, during the whole of which portion of time they are, as it were, held under 
a moral microscope for the observation of God’s intelligent beings. 

Here again we must entreat you (perfectly aware as we are that the sub- 
ject on which we are addressing you is one which taxes the very highest facul- 
ties of man) to pay the closest attention to these few facts — simple facts we 
dare not call them ; for they are facts wliich though revealed to us by our know- 
ledge of siniple laws, and being at the same time simple deductions from those 
laws, are still such as require our careful investigation, in order to impress us 
not only with the notion of their importance, but also with the notion of their 
truth. Can we then, we ask, find any greater means of proving the omnisci- 
cience of God than by showing you that that omniscience is involved, bound 
up, and rendered indisfiensable by the very laws of His physical creation ; — 
that there is not an action which hath taken place within the 8t)here of that 
creation, which is not visible at this very moment from some point thereof % 
that there shall not take place an act at any given time yet to some, which 
shall not be visible to the very furthest extent of that creation, so long as the 
creation itself shall continue in existence ? We maintain that the laws of 
light, considered from this point of view, present to us the omniscience of 
God under an aspect so astounding, so perfectly incontrovertible, and yet so 
simple when rightly and duly considered, thitt the whole wonder vanishes from 
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our mind at once. We not only no longer marvel that God knows all things, 
but we perceive tliat it is absolutely impossible that lie cannot know them. 
We ace, moreover, that every act of*man is passing before Him by the length- 
ening out of the time as well as by the carrying out of the motion itself into 
space. We find that every deed,' therefore, of man, and every circumstance 
that takes place upon earth, are under His contemplation not for hundreds of 
years only but for thousands of ages, and shall continue so to be for ever, even 
if the creation itself should sink into annihilation. 

But it is not only this to which we would coll your attention : we would also 
speak to you concerning another circumstance, whicli tends very much to lay 
the same class of facts before your notioe, but still under a somewhat different 
aspect. What we know concerning the inlinite divisibility of matte# teaches 
us that wherever there exists space there will exist matter also. W^e know 
that aroundpthc globe wliich we inhabit there is an atmosphere, and 
that atmosphere becomes more rare and still more rare in proportion as we 
recede from the globe itself ; so that, being of a known density here on the 
surface in order that men and animals may breathe it, it Ixjcunies at a 
certain distance from the surface of the earth too rare for that puri)ose ; and at 
a greater distance again above Itet it becomes so rarified and refined as no 
longer to be capiible of liaving itlRcistence proved by any physical means that 
we liave. We know to a certain extent how far it exists, because it is rendered 
visible t<i us by the action of electricity ; but l)eyond that, at those higher parts 
of the atmosphere where the electricity itself is not ren(iered visible, we have 
no means of proving its existence at all, except by means of an argument ; but 
^ we say that, since it Ixicoines still rarer as we recede, that the process of rarificii- 
’tion must go ou and on for ever, and that wx*ean find therefore iia||laee where 
tiiere shall not be an atmosphere, though that atiiaosphere maj^ki of so ex- 
tremely rarified a character that no instruments over wliieh man has the 
power can possibly verify its existence. Kow if there be that atmosphere (and 
we believe there to be) to all worlds and all planets — for even around the moon, 
rarified and refined as it is, we believe that there docs exist an atmosphere — 
we sliall find that the whole of space must be filled with tUisrefincHl, tliis subtle 
fluid, iu various degrees of density. It will, as it proceeds in distance from 
the difierent worlds, become nM)re and more rare, less and less perceptible, but 
still it must exist. 

Thus, then, we get the idea that there is cvep^wherc somewhat of matter 
pervading. And tliis teaches us a little more,%.nd leads us a little further. 
We shall now consider this fact, which we wish you to beiir carefully in your 
memories, with reference to the transmission of sound. It is said in the Wunl 
of God that for “ every idle word that men shall speak they shall give an 
account in the day of judgiivent.” But it will be at once said by the greater 
part of mankind, “ Who shall remember every idle word that men speak 
Do we suppose that the God of all creation is engaged in keeping a record of 
all the “ idle words” that in the course of many tlnmsands of years the lips of 
men may utter ?’ Alas ! the physical qualities of matter will save us the 
trouble of investigations like these, for we have now- to show you that that 
record is kept of itself — that the very laws of matter will keep the remem- 
brance of them for ever. There is not a word that hath been spoken, 
there is not a sound that hath been uttered, from the very beginning of the 
creation, that is not preserved for eternity. The words that I am now speak- 
ing to you, iu a second after they are uttered, have passed away from your 
ears ; you no longer perceive them ; but the vibrations of the air by which you 
become aware of their exisience^ continue. They surge onward and onward, 
not only to the very verge of our perceptible atmosphere ; but, we conceive, 
that they shall be heard at the very limits of creation itself, and that there is 
no act, no word, the waving of no leaf upon its stem, that doth not thus act 
upon and vibrate throughout all creation. We have already said thgt the- 
words which I am now addressing to you, in the course of a single second will 
pass beyond your cars, because your ears are not acute enough to catch those 
more minute vibrations. But we believe that there are beings who are able to 
detect them long after they have become imiicrceptible to human organs, and 
beings again which can detect them when they have passed away from those 
whom we have iu the second place mentioned. Some animals may perceive them 
long after your ears are incapable of observing them. Insects, we have reason 
to think, under many circumstances, can hear sounds which have become 
totally inaudible to coarser organs. And there are, doubtless, beings capable 
of hearing every word, and of ascertaining the exact nature and quality of 
every vibration of the atmosphere from the very time that that atmosphere 
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wiw first wrap^d OTound the globe. The air wjiich we breathe is a vast 
library upon which me laws of matter have written, and written in characters 
which cannot be enaced, every word which man has siioken— every word 
uttered m carelessness or anger, every broken vow, every unfulfilled promise, 
every harsh and hasty expression ; and not only this, but that same library 
Iireserves and records for ever before the ear of the Eternal, every breathing 
of prayer— ^yery word which has been uttered to bring mankind into the pith 
1 ^ been^ said to assure his mind of a Creator’s power, and of 
the love testified by a Saviour’s death. And oh! how important, how unspeak- 
ably momentous is that which is thus inscribed for ever and ever op the atmos- 
piiero above us and around us ! W^e have no longer any need to inquire how 
It is that “ every idle word that men speak” shall be brought into account 
against them, for we perceiye that every act which man hath committed is on 
Its way now to tlie very extremest limits of the Divine empire ; and, to go no 
furtlier than the world in which we live, every word which hath been spoken 
is written in imperisliable letters upon the vault of indestructible space. These 
are, indeed, awful facts ; but they are not the less facts because they are most 
awtul and abstruse. Tliey are facts which we shall do well, not only carefully 
up within our own heatrfk to give us food for meditation. 
“ Thou, God, seest me.” How tremendous i^he commentary which the book 
of nature tlius reads to us upon words like these ! 

And now wx* must, before we close this lecture, speak to you somewhat 
concerning another aspect under which we are to regard these same circum- 
stances. We have already seen somewhat of that which is conveyed to us by 
the laws of light ; we have seen somewhat of that which is conveyed to us by 
tlie laws of sound. Now let us observe that it is said that we have reason to 
think that tluit which we call light doth also present itself to us under the 
form of heat, the form of ma^pietism, the form of galvanism, the form 
electricity ; and recent discoveries have rendered it not only possible, but pro- 
bable and almost certain, that in accordance with the aspects under which it 
does present itself will it take one or other of tliese shapes. Now if this be 
true, (and we have every reason to believe it to be so ; we have all the deduc- 
tions of science in its fjivour, and we have nothing at all against it ; we have 
every analogy to believe it, and we have no cause whatever to disbelieve it,) 
it follows that there is a simplicity in God’s creation which corresponds with 
the simplicity of His revelati<||^ We find that there is, as it were, but one 
a»!t ; and in like manner, if wWook at the Scriptures of truth, we find that 
there is but one design. It is of great importance that we should observe that 
unity running throughout the whole. If we take the Book of God and exa- 
mine it from the very beginning, we shall find that the first chapters bear 
testimony to God’s love, and that in a peculiar way; They show us that when 
man hatl fallen from his own righteousness, God established an extraneous 
righteousness for him. And that one idea is carried on, sometimes by one 
means and sodietimes by another, <liffering, indeed, and widely differing, in 
appearance, but all proving at last that but the 'same design is carried out 
throughout the whole of tlie Book of revelation. Sometimes it comes to man 
by the wonders of prophecy ; sometimes it comes to him by the miraculous 
interposition of God’s wrath upon the disobedient; sometimes by miracles 
whereby He intcriioses in favour of His own people ; sometimes by the signs 
and symbols of the Mosaic law ; sometimes, again, by a voice which speaks 
to the heart of His peojilc, and which brings them to Him, us it were, by a 
<lircct path ; but in all these ways ‘we find that there is but the same great 
design uniformly pursued — that one design, testified by all these various 
modes and exhibiting itself in all these differing media, for bringing men unto 
Himself, doing away the evil of sin, and restoring the glory and dignity of 
human nature. And how great must be the glory and dignity of that 
nature, if we only consider the power which we have of thus realising the 
greatness and glory of God ! The mind that is capable of taking in the vast- 
ness, evem to such an extent as this, of the Creator, must be qualified for 
glories hereafter which we cannot here well conceive. And whatever there is, 
tliorefore, which tends to show us the unity of His acts — that there is but one 
action carried on throughout creation, as there is but one action carried on 
tliroughout the kingdom of grace — tends to show us that the Ixird our God is 
one God, that the law of the Lord our God is one law, and that the love of 
the Lord our God is one love ; and we are led, therefore, to contemplate Him 
as concentrating in Himself all truth, and representing Himself, therefore, as 
“ The Truth, and the Life, and the Way.” It shows us in the Son of His 
incarnate love all that is bright, all that is true, all that is lovely, all after 
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wliich we are to aspire, all wliich is to be our model here, and all wliich we 
are to hope for as our model throughout eternity. 

This we regard to be the true and natural and necessary tendency of sucli 
doctrines as those which wo have now laid before you. I observe, just by way of 
concluding this lecture, and the rather because I have noticed it in the syllabus 
which I have before me, that it will be necessary for me to return to one par- 
ticular topic to which 1 have already alluded. I have pointed out to you that 
the atmosphere which exists throughout and over the world is known to us 
to exist to a certain extent only by means of electrical apiwarances ; and it 
will be weh,, perhaps, that I should explain a little more clearly what I mean 
by “ electrical appearances.” We are now pretty well aware that it is by 
means of a current of electricity that the earth revolves ujw^n its axis, and 
tliat this current is continually passing from the north to the south — not from 
the north to the south of this world only, but from the northward to tlie 
southward throughout the whole system — and for anything that we know to 
the contrary, throughout much larger systems of the same character. We 
are able to ascertain this, by tracing the time and place at which it first makoK 
its appearance ; we are able to track that current of electricity, whereby the 
world is thus made to turn upoi|||^s axis ; and as it goes through on its passage, 
we can trace it from point to ponit. And we ore able by an artificial current, 
created under similar circumstances, or circumstances which we consider to be 
similar, to turn round a globe placc*d as we believe the earth to Ik;. So that 
we have, in the first place, the proof which is deriveti from artificial means — 
uamely, from creating a current of electricity, and thereby causing a globe to 
revolve ; and we have also the proof derivable from the fact that t)ur own 
globe does revolve, and that a current of electricity piisses through it under 
such circumstances. Near to the globe Itself the atmosphere is sufticienily 
dense to give the visible evidences of electricioction ; and this electric action pre- 
sents the appearance of the Aurora Borealis, entering our globe at the north, and 
passing out at the south. And it is worthy of observation, that the phenomena 
of the Aurora Australis, as it is called, at the southern pole, are widely dif- 
ferent from those at the northern pole, and that they respectively present pre- 
cisely the apj)eaTance8 which would be exi)ected from the electric current 
entering at the north and passing out at the south. This is interesting to us, 
not by reason of any peculiar analogy which it bears to the Book of (h)d, but 
as revealing to us something of the laws whcr|||y God is sustaining II is own 
creation, showing to us the means whereby H^s pleased to give us the vicis^ 
situdes of day and night, and, probably, of summer and winter.’ And if we 
find the same physical laws obtaining, and the same physical agency employed 
in other worlds which m’G observe in this — if the same power which causes 
our glo^‘ to revolve, walks on in its magnificent career throughout creation, 
disiKjnsing the same blessings and causing the same effects, surely we cannot 
suppose that spiritual blessings are confined to us, and that the boundless love 
of our Almighty Creator is not manifested throughout a thousand worlds, 
and conferring happiness on' incalculable multitudes of intelligent creatures. 

Such are among the facts which have been but recently revealed to us by 
the researches of science. Are they not sufficient to show us that by rightly 
reading the Book of Nature we arc at the same time reading the Book of God, 
and that by contemplating the laws of llis creation under their true and 
proper aspect we are learning somewhat concerning the laws of His being ? 
And when we speak of -the laws of His being whose will is Ilis law, and by 
v/hosQ will all things in heaven and earth are regulated, we can but bq filled 
with adoring reverence that He hath been pleased to reveal to us His Ikws at 
all ; and we may then take up the language of the psalmist, and say, “ Oh I 
how I love Thy law I It is my delight to meditate therein day and night.” 
In that law it is that we find the most wondrous proof of His power ; and, 
above all, it is in that law that we find the most marvellous manifestations of 
His love. We here learn muoh concerning tlie grandeur of Him who hath 
made us — we leam more concerning our own apparent insignificance ; an<l 
again that apparent insignificance vanishes, and we see the awful dignity of 
our nature and position. It assumes a grander and more stupendous develop- 
ment when we consider tliat He who hath constituted all these laws and 
hath created all these systems did condescend to take our nature — that He 
chose to , dwell in this our world — that for our sakes did He suffer the infirmi- 
ties of our fallen condition — and that He hath finally c.alleil us, not to what wo 
were before He came, not to what we were before the fall, but to reign with 
Him for ever in His own empire of light. , 
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** But now we are delivered from the law^ that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit^ and not in the oldness of the letter !' — 
liornans vii. 6. 

God, as the sole sovereign of the universe, is of net^ssit^ the sole legislator. 
The Divine mind expressed is the substance of all His le^lation. WhatevCT 
the mind of God may he in regard to other departments of creation beyond 
this to which we belong, certain it is that the expressed mind of God in reference 
to man is the substance of the Divine law. It follows, therefore, as a consequence 
upon this, that so long as God himself lives, (and that will be throughout 
eternity,) the law of God remains unchangeable in its permanence. The 
mind of God is God. So that it is not an incorrect mode of speaking, though 
it may seem far-fetched, to say that the declared will of God in the jorm of 
the law, as held forth to us, is God. Blessed be His holy name. He has 
declared His will ; and all that it is needful for man to know in reference to 
that which God by His authority requires, is plainly an^ simply put on 
record ; and the father of a family cannot, by daily and constant inculcation 
upon the minds of his children, more thorouglily exhibit his character to 
by his assiduity, than God has exhibited His character to us in His revealed 
will, which is His law. Wenbelieve, therefore, that the law of God is ^rnoa- 
nent, not only for this preset state of existence, but that we shall ^ 

higher and better state, when all the triumphs of redemption shall have 
been realised, that it still continues the same. ^ x 

It may, however, naturally be inquired — ‘ Does there arise anything that 
shall mitigate man’s condition as a sinner, in reference to the law — anything 
that by-and-by shall fit him for compliance with the law, for conformity to 
the mind and will of God ?* We are thankful to be able to answer that 
inquiry in the afilrmative, and to say without doubt, that provision is made for 
the full service of God, up to the very standard of His requirement^ “ in the 
spirit, and not in the letter.” But seeing that the law of God is like God hn»" 
self, a permanent thing, unchangeable in its requirements, it seems nwvellous 
to us that it should be declared that in any sense we are “ delivered from the 
law,” And yet our text declares it ; and throughout this chapter the apostle 
is asserting the true jKisition of the real believer, the child of God, in reference 
to the law and to the sovereign Enactor of the law ; and one of his proposi- 
tionsJis, that so soon as a sinner has availed himself of the prfwisions of God s 
lovdm the Gospel of His dear Son, he is freed from the law.. It is not sai^ 
that he is without law, but that he is freed from the law j and the word 
which he uses is a very striking one. It embraces the idea of redemptima. 
“ But now we are delivered from the law.” The apostle, in writing to the 
Galatians, speaks of the same sul#ect, in equally strong terms : “ Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us. 

So, then, the great object of the whole Gospel dispensation is to free thc^ 
who are imder the condemnation of the law, and yet to presepre intart the 
most perfect justice of God ; and therefore it is true, tbat a believrt is lighMy 
delivered from God’s Iftw, and yet the law is not abrogated. The law remmns 
in its full force — ^for being a transcript of the Divine mind, it admits .not of 
alteration.. Then it is manifest that alteration has taken place in the brtiever, 
in reference to the law. . ‘ „ a 

Now thwe are two senses in which we say that man is naturally “ under the 
law,” or subject to the law. Eirst, he is under, or subject to the law bf God 
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simply because he is a creature, and therefore subject, even if no law had been 
prodaimed and published, to the Divine mind and will. Man, as an unfollen 
creature, became thus subject to Him — an obedience of whidh unquestionably 
he M’as capable. The law, in all its fulness, was declared to him ; and all the 
blessedness which could supervene from obedience was announced ta him, 
and set forth as his portion. He was, in his unfallen state, under, or subject 
to the law, for the purpose of obedience. When man fell the claim of God on 
his obedience was not suspended — ^it continued with all its energy and all its 
force ; and man, as a fallen creature, deprived of those capabilities which he 
once possessed of yielding obedience, became subject to the law in the way of 
condemnation — in the Vay of guilt. And so the apostle, iu the third chapter 
of his epistle to the Homans, declares, in the nineteenth verse — *‘ Now ve 
know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them that are under 
the law that is, to the whole human family, without excepting an indivi- 
dual upon the face of the earth. What things soever the law saitli, it saitli 
to them who are under tlie law ; that every mouth maj' be stopped, and all 
the world raay become guilty before God ;* or, as the margin reads, “ stibjcct 
to the judgment of God.” So, then, when God claims equally now% though 
man be fallen, the obedience which He claimed from him when he walked wdtli 
Him in the bowers of Eden, He claims it in the w'ay of penalty for all trans- 
gression, in the way of guilt and fearful condemnation. 

Now it is nowhere affirmed in our text, that the believer is delivered 
from the claims which the law makes on obedience; but it is manifestly 
affirmed, that he is delivered from the painful penalty of the law, and from its 
power to condemn. And this great truth, which is one of the most important 
among the great elementary truths the Gospel, is illustrated, in the earlier 
part of the chapter, by a very striking figure. The apostle, you observe, says 
— “ Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that 
the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth ?” That is his general 
proposition. It is true ; the law lias dominion .over a man so long as he liveth, 
whether he be in this life or whether he be in the next. Its sanctions cannot 
be altered, its claims cannot be conceded. Then the illustration is this : “For 
the w^oman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband as 
long as he liveth,” — -boimd by the civil law, bound by the acknowledged 
law of God ; “ but if the husband he dead, sl^ is loosed from the law of 
her husband that is, from the power and consftaint of the Jiaw which boimd 
her to her husband. She lives, after the death of her husband, iil a new rela- 
tion, under new circumstances ; the law which bound her to her husband ceases 
to bind ; he is dea^ and siie returns to the state of liberty in which she was 
before the constraint of the»law was upon her. “ So then,” says the apostle, 
“ if, while her husband liveth she be married to another man, she shall be called 
an adultress,” — simply because it would be an attempt to evade the sanction of 
the law, which is unchangeable : “ but if her husband be dead, she is free from 
tliat law,”, delivered from it entirely, as if in compliance with the law no sound 
had escaped her lips at the day of marriage. “ But if her husband be dead, 
she is free from that law ; so that she is no adultress, though she be married to 
another man,” — her husband being dead. “ Wherefore, my brethren, ye are 
also become dead to the law,'’ — in this manner, in this sense “ dead to the 
law, by Hie body of Christ ; that ye should be married to another, even to Him 
who is raised from the dead, that we should bnng forth fruit unto God. For 
when we were 2ft the fiesh, the motions of sins, which were by the la^ did 
work in our members to bring forth fruit unto .death,” The law was consflntly 
acting upon our sinful nature, drawing into activity its sinful propensities. 
By the law is the knowledge of 8in<~'through the law is the activity of sin. 
“ But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were 
held or, as Hie margin xierhaps better reUdexs it — “ we being dead to that 
by which we were h^d >” “ that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not 
in the oldness of the letter,” For whether it be the husband that dies, leaving 
the wife free from the constraint of the law, or whether it be the wife that dies, 
leaving the huHxmd free frpm the constraint of the law., the argument is the 
same ; but it seemed to suit the apostle’s purpose rather better to put it in tite 
form in which we have it in the margin : “ We who are bound to the law 
being dead” — dead to its infiuence, — ^in order that we may stand in a new rela> 
tionship to God, in and through Christ Jesus. 

Then, dear bre^ien, it is nowhere affirmed by the apostle that the law 
suspends its olaitns npon obedience, but that it does suspend the infliction of 
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penalty — ^that it does suspend the charge of guilt in reference to those who 
have come forth and laid hold of the righteousness which is in Christ Jesus, 
and have been justified by the efficacy of that righteousness which is “ unto 
all and upon all them that believe.” The great difference to be observed is 
this, — that we are no longer as believers to look to the law as that by wlitch 
we hope to be Justified, that we have no longer to look to it in the supposition 
that our best obedience can yield anything acceptable in the sight of (lod<s»but 
that we must seek with all the energy, the spiritual energy of a renewed na- 
ture, to glorify God in a willing compliance with His known minA This, 
then, is the simple statement of the apostle — that those who partake of Christ 
and His justifying righteousness are delivered from the penalty of the la^v, 
are delivered from the guilt which the law charges against the soul ; and this 
in order that they may serve God, “ not in the oldness of the letter,” not in 
a spirit of bondage, but in a spirit of willing and rejoicing freedom, — declaring 
with their hearts and with their lives that the law of God is dearer to them 
than thousands of gold and silver. 

And such, then, being the definite state and condition of the true believer, 
docs it not at once appear plain to you, dear brethren, that it must be the 
result of the free and sovereign grace of God displayed towards him ? Jf 
there be an emancipation so great as this which the apostle affirms, it can 
only liave been effected by the liand of Omnipotence ; if there be such a spirit- 
ualization of our nature as shall enable us to lay aside all hope of self-Justifi- 
cation, and to choose the law of God as the rule of our willing and rejoicing 
obedience, suiiely it must be the operation of a power greater than man’s, that 
has wrought a change so remarkable and so eftectual. 

The true believer, then, stands in a position of unspeakable dignity ; he 
partakes of “ the liberty wherewith Christ hath made liim free he lays aside 
the fetters of a legal bondage ; and that law against which all his nature was 
once accustomed to strive, in a spirit of daring and obstinate contention, is 
the law which his new nature delights in — which reflecting Deity in its i)er- 
fection, possesses a charm which nothing besides possesses. 

Then, dear brethren, looking upon this as the ascertained state of the true 
Christian, let us each, one inquire — Am I at this moment delivered from the law ; 
from its penalty — from its condemnation — ^from its curse ? Or have I all my 
djiys been living in a vain endeavour to, comply with its vast demands, and to 
brace up a fallen and incapable nature for the high achievements of a hoi}' 
obedience ? In other words, instead of being a candidate for this glorious 
liberty, have I toiled in the fires of an imsucc^essful effort at obedience ? In- 
stead of realising the position of positive safety which the free grace of God 
has provided for me in Christ Jesus, have I sought to present the poor tat- 
tered rags of my own righteousness. as my proper clothing, when seeking to 
approach a holy and most righteous God ? 

Dear brethren, if we have come with simplicity of faith and earnestness of 
purpose to the cross of the Redeemer — ^if then we have looked upwards, and 
beheld the value and the efficacy of that one atonement, once and for ever 
made — if we ^ave laid down aU that we have ever prided ourselves upon and 
boasted of, in the way of legal obedience — if we have laid our fingerjupon our 
lips and said, “ Unclean, unclean” — if we have come forbearing tolirge any 
one- deed, looking simply to the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
seeking to have that work, with ajl its beneficial efficacy, applied to our souls, 
— th^ we are ** free from the law,” wAre delivered from its bondage ; and 
now 'God claims our obedience, “ not in the oldness of the letter, but in 
newness of spirit,” arising out of* that newness of relation, that positively 
spiritual relation to which we are brought by His free grace, in and through 
Christ JeShs. Being justified by faith,” being freed therefore from con- 
demnation, being “ accepted” therefore ** in the beloved,” God looks upon us 
at once as standing to Him in the same relation that His dear Son stands, 
who actively fulfill^ the law, and met all its claims, and satisfied ^1 its de- 
mands. .He regards every triie believer united to Him as in Christ ; what 
Christ has done the true believer in Him has done — what Christ has sufiered 
the true believer in Him has suffered ; and if the sinner being thus aoce^tM 
of Godi serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter,” it is 
simply because he has been accepted in the beloved.” Bighteousness of his 
own he has none ; obedience of his own he has none to boast : he hat nothing 
wherewith he may come before the Lord ; he is empty-handed 5 he is desti- 
tttte of everything that can commend him to the Divixie favour but 3 esm, his 
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“ wisdom,” liis ” righteousness,” liis “ sanctification,” and his “ redemption.” 
He partakes of liberty ; and God charges no condemnation against him, be- 
cause He has laid h^p for him on One that is mighty,” and has ** laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all.” 

Then, dear brethren, if there be any who Ure conscious that they are still 
under the bondage of the law — -who are seeking to commend themselves to 
GkK| by amendment of life, by improvement in moral habitude, by anything 
that pertains to their own nature and the strivings of that nature, let them be 
convinc^, and let them lay aside their fallacious and delusive efforts and 
come in tluiir destitution and accept the provision of God’s mercy and love in 
Christ Jesus ; and “ though their sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as 
snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool and they shall 
stand free from all the constraihts of that law, they being dead to the law which 
once constrained and bound them — ^for they shall be enabled to say, “ 1 am 
crucified with Christ ; nevertheless, I live ; yet not I, hut Christ liveth in me ; 
and the life which I now live in the flush I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me and I am therefore qualified, by this spi- 
ritual change, to serve no longer *^in the oldness of the letter, but in newness 
of spirit.” 

Finally, dear brethren, let me again address those wlio have reason to take 
to themselyes the comforting assurance that they are delivered from the con- 
straint of the law — from its penalty and from its condemnation. Oh I lot me 
ask them to consider unto what they have been called. Let me ask them to 
beat in mind constantly the dignity of the position which tliey occupy, the ho- 
liness of the relation in which they stand to God — “ heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ” — those upon whom God hath opened the richest treasures of 
His mercy and loving-kindness — those whom “ the king delighteth to honour” 
— those who shall wear the white garments of salvation, and sit down in the 
glorious inheritance of the kingdom. Oh I let them see, then, that they “ walk 
Worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called.” Let their whole lives be 
a protest, fierce and uncompromising, against the world — the world’s fallacies, 
and the world’s unsatisfying pursuits. Oh ! let them make their protest, un- 
der all circumstances ; even when the voice of the world’s antagonism may be 
the loudest against them, let them not shrink from bearing witness for Cbrist, 
and seeking to shew fortli that service of the law in newness of spirit, and 
not in the oldness of the letter,” which shall give proof of their real spirituality . 
Dear brethren, we would h^ve your Christianity such ; wie would Wve it con- 
sist not merely in acquaintanco with doctrines, however extensive and accurate 
that acquaintance maybe — but we would have^it a Christianity the result of 
Divine truth rooted in your hearts, and germinating and expanding and bear- 
ing fruit day by day unto life eternal. As you have been c^ed unto holiness, 
we would have you holy in thought, word and deed ; as you have been called 
unto liberty, we would have every fetter of bondage entirely removed from 
you ; we would have you free from the “law of sin,” in all its forms and varie- 
ties. If you have been called by Almighty grace to breathe the pure atmos- 
phere of the sanctuary x)f God, we would have you cultivate all those graces of 
the mind ^d heart that shall fit you to participate in the holy eimrcises of that 
sanctuaiy ; we would have you under all the circumstances of your daily life 
presenting that inflexible simplicity and sincerity of Christian practice which 
shall give proof to others that altho^h you have been delivered from the con- 
straint of the law, you are not amon|RhoBe who avml themselves of a fallacious 
view of liberty and indulge in licentiousness. Bemember, if niade partakers 
of the Uberty wlierewith Christ makes believers free, all your motives to duty 
beoome exalted and expand ; and the highest and the strongest motive that 
can influence on immortal nature is that which is constantly acting upon you. 
Ob6y %he motive in all its simplicity, yield to it in all its force, and let “ holi- 
ness to the Lord,” as a manifestation of the willingness of your serviee, be 
written (as it were) in every page of your personal biography, and mingle with 
the vibrations of your heart. Oh ! let it be' interwoven with every thought, 
imagination and desire ; and let the practice of holiness lead you to look for- 
ward to the day of the Lord Jesus, as affording the time and the opportunity in 
irhich your holiness will be manifested $ and the connexion of holiness with 
the kingdom of the Bedeemer will become apparent to the whole church of 
the Bedeemer. Thus, dear brethren, seek to live in the realization of your 
Christian liberty, and see that ye stand fast in the faith, and be not 
entangled in the yoke of bondage.” 
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On occasion of the death of a young member of the Congregation. 


** And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto mCy 'Write y Jdlessed arc the 
dead udiich die in the Lord from henceforth : YeOy saith the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their lahuurs; and their works do follow therny — Rev. xiv. 13, 

There are few liere present, who have not heard these words pronounced 
under circumstances of sorrow and solemnity, because there can be but few who 
have not stood by the grave of some dear departed relative, these being among 
tlie words whicli the climch has selected for the consolation of survivors, upon 
committing their kindred’s bodies to the ground, “earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust.” And it is scarcely imaginable that any can hear them 
without a lively, though melancholy interest, without calling to mind affecting 
scenes, and afflictive trials, and without anticipating times of deliverance and 
reunion that shall more thau compeusate for all the sufferings of a vale of tears. 
We adopt them fox the subject of our present evening meditation, instead of a 
miracle, or miracles of Scripture, as usual, in consequence of the recent depar- 
ture of another young and exemplary member of the congregation. 

From the connexion of the words with the rest of the inspired Volume, it 
would appear that they were originally written for the special support of those 
who should suffer i>ersccution for the sake of Christ. They are immediately 
preceded by an account of the Lamb of God standing on Mount Sion, with 
thousands of Ills saints, and by a description of three angels flying in the 
midst of heaven, the first having the everlasting Gospel to preach, the second 
announcing the fall of Babylon, the third uttering the most terrible threats of 
punishment against those who shall worship the beast and his image. By 
these three angels appearing, as it were, in the wake of the Lamb, are by 
many divines understood the champions of the reformation, and the martyrs 
of the endeavour to restore pure Christianity in these western parts of the 
world ; the first, he who has the everlasting Gospel to preach, pointing at 
those, who, by the promulgation of the truth exposed the corruptions of Popery, 
and thereby indicating the most effectual means of overthrowing its power ; the 
second, he who announces the fall of Ballon, showing that the spell of Rome’s 
spiritual dominion was broken, and thalfpsnuine religion was taking possession 
of men’s minds ; the third, who threatens punishment against the worship - 
I)ers of the beast, typifying those bold and intrepid reformers who declared the 
pojip to be antichrist, and denounced the doctrines and practices of his church 
as idolatrous, dangerous and damnable. If this exposition be correct, the 
dead, with respect to whom the words of the text were primarily uttered, were 
those Protestants, who, in countless numbers, were imprisoned, massacred, 
tortured and burned to death for resisting papal oppression, and maintaining a 
pure profession of the Gospel. ‘Here,* says the sacred writer, ‘is the 
patience of the saints ;* * here , are they that keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus.* And to support those who thus resisted unto blood, 
and to encourage them to give up life, rather than their good confession and 
stedfast principle, .a voice comes down from the dwelling-place of the Almighty 
and the home of the redeemed, sa 3 '^ng to the entranced divine — “Write, 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth and to take 
away all doubt as to the truth and reality of the heavenly communication, the 
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Holy Ghost within the apostle’s breast, confirms the announcement and assigns 
the reason on which it is founded — ** Tea,” or even so, ** saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest,** or because they rest “ from their labours ; and their works do 
follow them.” 

There is some difficulty about the meaning of the expression “ henceforth,” 
in this announcement from heaven. It cannot be intended to imply, that they 
who^ died in the X<ord before the voice came to St. John were not blessed. I’here 
is nothing in the Bible to countenance the notion, that a difference was to be made 
betwecn,the future state of the saints who died before the accomplishment of the 
Bedeem^s work, and the future state of those who have died since the accomplish - 
ment of the Redeemer’s work. Our Saviour himself has clearly intimated the 
contrary, having spoken of Abfaliam and liazarus as already living in a state 
of blessedness, and having promised the thief on the cross that he should on 
the same day be with Him in pamdise. Sonje tliiiik the expression “ hence- 
forth” to refer to the eminently happy lot of those saints who were taken out of 
this world before the terrible persecutions here predicted came upon the 
church of Christ, in the same sense as Solomon refers to the departed, who, 
when he considered tlie ** oppressions that were done under the sun,” praised 
the dead which were already dead, more than the living which were yet alive. 
As if the speaker from heaven had said — ‘ When 1 contemplate the scenes of 
cruelty and torture, which await the followers of the Lamb, and bring to mind 
the havoc and desolation, which in those dreadful times will be made of His 
true church, I cannot but regard those as peculiarly blessed, who shall have 
died in the Lord before those evils actually come to pass.’ “ From henceforth,” 
(that is, from the commencement of these horrible persecutions which 1 now 
reveal,) most essentially blessed is their lot, who are already. dead and at rest in 
the bosom of their Redeemer, since they are saved from sufferings and woes, 
too afflictive to be endured by flesh and blood.” 

But as we are not sure that the martyrs of the reformation suffered greater 
cruelties from Papal, than the martyrs of primitive and early Christianity did 
from Pagan imd Mahometan nations ; and we cannot, consequently, i)erceive 
' that it was a x)eculiar blessing to be saved from the persecutors of the one age, 
more than from'the persecutors of the other ; it follows, that we must seek out 
another meaning of the expression “ henceforth.” And 1 believe it to be a 
meaning which at once overthrows a favourite error of Popery, and yields 
abundant consolation to the suffering professors of the true faitli^ You will 
call to mind, that no error of Popery created greater abuses than the doctrine 
of purgatory, which purported that many of the pious dead did not immedi- 
ately upon the dissolution of the body enter into the joy of their Lord, but 
passed into an intermediate state — a state of comparative suffering — in which 
they continued, until, by virtue of their personal suffering, the dross and guilt 
of humanity that still clung to them were entirely purged away. It was 
maintained, that this period of iiurification might be shortened by the efficacy 
of the prayers of the living ; and the priests of the Romish communion were 
paid in money, according to the number or nature of the masses offered for 
that purpose. Hence arose innumerable evils and abuses, both temporal and 
spiritual, false security of conscience, presumptuous continuance to the lost in 
impenitence, an overtaluing of rejientance, accompanied with liberality on a 
death bed, and a consequent robbery of the orphan, and a spoliation of the 
widow ; evils and abuses, which at last became intolerably oppressive, and 
proved the necessity of a reforraati(p, beyond the possibility of denial. So 
that it may be said, that the doctrin^f purgatory, or the doctrine that the 
dead in Christ are noty on their departure, immediately blessed, was mainly 
instrumental in opening men’s minds to the falsity of the Romish system, |[pd 
in bre^ng up the supremacy of the Romish domination. Now the voice from 
heaven anticipates this period, and declares that “ from henceforth” — from 
the enlightened period of the Reformation, it would be proved and maintained, 
and made clear to aU, that the dead in Christ are, on the dissolution of the 
body, immediately blessed ; that they immediately “ rest from their labours,” and 
that their works are immediately rewarded by an entrance into the joy of their 
Lord. The expression thus understood, wliich, It may be observed, implies 
both henceforth and immediately , and may here have been intentionally employed, 
on account of its comprehensively signifleant meaning, not pnly points at the 
subversion of the erroneous and dangeilbus doctrine in question, but furnishes 
very important consolation to the suffering followers of the Lar^. It assures 
them t^t their probation here below is no sooner ended, than all their tiibu- 



503 


ItEaX IN HEAVEN EOB THE WE^BY SOUL. 

lation w over, and that the worst that hostility or disease can do to their mortal 
bodies is an immediate, as well as unspeakable gain to their immortal souls. 
No more sacrihce for sin is required and no more trials and sorrows enjoined ; 
and supported by this persuasion, the believer can face every difficulty and 
peril, as a passing cloud wliicb shall give place to a brighter sky, and “ a light 
affiiction which worketh for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory,” Whether for his faith he be deprived of his property, or banished 
from his country, immured in a dungeon, or fastened to a stake ; or whether, 
to try his patience, he be subjected to lingering disease, or distressing agony 
of body, he is braced to the conflict by the thought, that with the passing 
away of life, he Isliall pass into the land where shall be no more pain, and 
where all shall be joyous reward. “ Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Ijord from henceforth,*^ and immediately, “ Evem so, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours ; and their works do follow them.” 

Now this consoling declaration being perpetually applicable as long as the 
world lasts, let us carefully mark the characteristics of those who in every 
age may take comfort from it. They may not all have conspicuously suffered 
tribulation ; but they all have their peculiarities which distinguish them 
from a “ world which lieth in wickedness.” Their hearts are changed ; their 
persons are justified; their souls are sanctified. Their hearts are changed ; 
they have reixjiited of their sins, and they have been converted unto righteous* 
ness. They were once rebellious and estranged from God, having been “ born 
in sin and the children of wrath.” But having been born again of the Spirit, 
they have been made the children of ^ace and become the obedient subjects 
of the King of heaven. The eyes of their understanding are enlightened, and 
they are enabled to see the dreadful nature of sin and to admire the charming 
beauty of holiness. Their affections are raised from earth to heaven, and 
transferred from things present to things to come, and. their highest hopes 
and liveliest joys are fixed on things divine, spiritu^ and eternal. Their per- 
sons are justified, or counted righteous before God ; they have perceived their 
guilt .and their consequent exi>o8ure to wrath, and “ they have fled for refuge 
to the hope set before them in the Gospel they have felt “ weary and heavy- 
ladeii” with iniquity, and they have gone unto Christ and found rest in Him, 
and proved His “yoke to be easy, and His burden to be light the Holy 
< jrhost the Comforter whom He promised to send, speaking to their hearts 
words of peace and giving them a blessed sense of pardon ^d deliverance. 
Their souls are sanctified ; they study to have “ a coiisciencewoid of offence 
towards God and towards man.” They strive to “ abstain from all appearance 
of evil they labour to “ keep their hearts with all diligence they pray to 
“ be holy in all manner of conversation and godliness they worship their 
lieavenly Father “ in spirit and in truth,” and seek to advance His glory with 
all t-heir soul and strength ; they sit loose to the possessions and pleasures of a 
world that passeth away, .and living as “strangers and pilgrims on the earth,” 
they look forward to another and better country, a home beyond the skies, 
“ a city which hath” eternal “ foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 
And when they finish their course, the voice from heaven declares concerning 
them — “ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.” 

This blessedness is accounted for by the responding voice of the Spirit on 
two principal grounds : “ they rest from their labours “ their works do 
follow them.” “ They rest from their labours.” “ They rest.” Perhaps the 
whole ^rapass of our language docs notf|ontain a word more productive of 
sweet and soothing associations, than that of rest. It reminds us of a weary 
traveller, arrived at the termination of a toilsome journey, or of a shipwrecked 
ma|||cr escaped from the raging waves, or of placid infancy reposing on its 
mo®r’s bosom and sinking into a tranquil sleep. But none of these pleasing 
images convey an adequate idea of the rest which awaiteth them who die in: 
the Lord. For the rest of the traveller is soon broken and he ere long pre- 
pares himself for fresh fatigues ; and the storm-tossed sailor quickly forgets 
the perils of the deep and embarks again on its treacherous surface ; and,, 
alas ! the infant’s repose and serenity are at length at an end, and the toila 
and troubles and anxious cares of life make their deep furrows on his manly 
brow. But when “this corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality,” the spirits of the just shall enter inta- 
a rest which shall be undisturbed, “ though the hills be removed and the 
mountains depart” and the visible heavens and earth be no more, and shall, 
continue firm as Jehovah’s throne and lasting iis the countless ages of eternal 
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doratioa And, oh I what a blessed rest ! ** Thojr rest from their labours 
that is, from, oil tbe toils aud suderiiigs and pains and woes of this vale of 
teara What' a large proportion of our race are doomed to toil and tnivol 
incessant, ** rising up early, late taking rest, eating the bread of carefulness,*’ 
aud after all distressed by poverty, pinched with want, without comforts for 
themselves or their children around them, toiling and toiling still, when their 
strength is almost gone and their soul fmoting within them. What a deliver- 
ance it will be to be for ever out of the reach of poverty and distress and 
ceaseless labouring for. the means of subsistence, and to be in a region where 
they “ e4iaU hunger no more, neither thirst any more !” They rest from bocUly 
pain and suiferiug ; and this is an additional blessing of utf^peakable value — 
for our souls are so nearly united to flesh and blood, that it is not pt)8sible 
for the mind to be at x^erfect ease, while the body is exposed to painful suiler* 
ings ; and hence spring the^ greatest part of the groans and outcries of earth. 
But in heaven these wailings of woe sliall have ceased for ever, and not one 
painful emotion shall disturb the deep tranquility and serene repose of its 
joyous inhabitants. No tears shall ever dim their eyes ; no sorrow shall ever 
cloud their brow ; not a cry of distressing anguisli shall ever break in ux)on 
the eternal harmony of the songs and harpings of the redeenie<l, in the man- 
sions of bliss. Oh I glorious and happy state ! — where millions who have 
dwelt in bodies of pain — the sad inheritance of transgression — sluUl find every 
root of sorrow utterly taken away ; their sins, original and personal, entirely 
cancelled ; their follies Bnd short-comings all forgiven ; their robes “ washed 
and made white in tne blood of the JLamb,” and no drop of anguish shull 
remain to be tasted, but they shall drink without interruption of the rivers 
of pleasure, which are at God’s right hand, lor evermore I * 

The other gmund on wbicli they who die in the Lord are jironounced 
blessed, is thar “ their works do follow them or, as the originiil may be 
rendered, follow with them or accompany and escort them, the idea presented 
being that they form a sort of guard to the believer and secure him a magiii- 
fleent reception in the regions of bliss. We arc not indeed hence to infer that 
any works we do are a passport to glory, for the kingdom ol heaven is o|)ened 
to believers, only through the suflerings and merits of Christ, and nothing that 
man can do will suffice to atone for transgression and to aflect the salvation of 
a sinner. But the works which emanate from a living faith, have nevertheless 
an influence on^ur future happiness, and they will establish our place and rank 
among the gramlated nobility of heaven. If there be gradations among the 
angelic principalities and powers which surround the throne of God — a thing 
which we might not only have gathered from the analogy of naturcj, but 
which is a matter of express revelation, it is most reasonable to infer that 
there are gradations too among the departed “spirits of just men madei)c*rfect.” 
Nay, we have in Scripture clear intimations of the fact, and I think we are 
safely borne out by Scripture, in the opinion that these gradations will be 
entirely regulated by the comparative numlxsr and excellence of our wmrks of 
faith aud labours of love while liere on earth. And if so, what a splendid 
inducement to be “steadfast, immoveable, Jilways abounding in the works of 
the Lord !” Every struggle to grow in grace, every effort to benefit man, every 
attempt to honour God, to glorify the Itedeemer and to increase the numlier 
of His flock, will ensure you a higher elevation in the world of glory. There- 
fore “be ye instant in season and out of season” at the w^ork which your 
heavenly Father has given you to The sacrifices and exertions yo^ make 
in the church below will redound to your greater glory and invest you 'with 
more abundant wealth in the Zion that is above, and cause you to appear wdth 
more eminent lustre among those luminaries of the faith who shall shiAin 
the kingdom of their God as the stars for ever and ever. “ Blessed arWhe 
dead which die in the Lord. Even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labours ; aud their works do fijUow them,^* 

Most applicable are these consoling words to our dear departed sister, whose 
loss we now deplore. ^ Our loss is her great gain- Attend for a moment to 
her brief story, especially ye youthful portion of the congregation, that ye 
^may remember the frailty of life and learn to prepare for death. Like the 
BtiU younger believer, whose death we noticed two months since, her dissolution 
was brought about by that subtle and wasting malady which carries away so 
many of our countrymen and countrywomen in their prime. A year ago she 
was in the bloom of health and strength. But the spoiler came, and ere long 
announced her for his prey. The bloom gave place to blight, the health to 
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sickness, the strength to weakness. Change of scene and change of air and 
society’ could not repel the ravages of the ruthless invader. But death, though 
it might at first seem hard to be cut down in her young days, her years 
having not exceeded twenty, was to her deprived of its bitterest sting. I had 
many interviews with her, and found her sustained by the living faith which 
she had early imbibed, and which was fostered and cherished by God’s bles- 
sing on the means of grace and ordinances of religion which she cosilantly 
attended. She was supported by that hope, which is fixed on the Rock W Ages 
and which we have “as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast” — a hope 
that “maketh not ashamed” in the day of tribulation, and that, when apx>roaching 
the^ mortal struggle, is “full of immortality.” She “knew in whom she had 
believed, and was persuaded that He was able to keep that which she had 
committed unto Him until that day” — the glorteis day of the resurrection 
morn. When sufifering very acute bodily pain, as she latterly did, and occa- 
sional trouble of mind, its frequent and scarcely avoidable attendant — a trouble 
which in her case was increased by the fear that she had not the full measure of 
faith and patience expected of a true believer in such a situation, — when thus 
pained in body and distressed in mind, she, I am very happy to say, derived deep 
consolation and support from my discoursing to her and conversing with her 
of the sw'eet and blessed and eternal “rest which reniaineth for the people of God.” 
The thought of rest after so many weary days and weary nights" and iconizing 
struggles — -of rest in God, of everlasting rest in His immediate presence — rest 
from trouble of mind, rest from fatigue of spirit, rest from pain — from ceaseless, 
choking, bitter pain of body — the thought of tliat rest by divine j^ace cheered 
her amid ^r sorrowful conflict and seemed to give her “beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy f " mourning, and the giirmcnts of praise for the sph^ of heaviness.” 
During the night preceeding the last Sabbath, this day weekflSr pain of body 
became again great and increased to excessive agony, and mlh it something 
of that weariness of soul and perplexity of mind already referred to as almost its 
inevitable consequence. At this, as formerly, she felt a degree of misgiving, 
not (as we are sure) from any real want of faith, as she being very anxious 
about the root of the matter might transiently apprehend, but rather from an 
humble regret at not being able to exercise that perfect patience and resigna- 
tion wliich she so deeply aspired after. In this state of mind she was desirous 
again of seeing the minister of religion, and, I doubt not, of hearing again of 
that heavenly rest, the words of which had already afforded her so great 
consolation. Early in the morning before daylight I hastened to answer her 
call. But before I could reach her dwelling word was brought me that she had 
gone to hear sweeter sounds than mortal tongue can utter, and had already 
entered into that rest for which she long had sighed. Oh 1 most seasonable 
departure ! On the morning of the day of rest, she who sighed for rest 
found an eternal rest from all her labours. On the dawn of the temporary 
■Sabbath, slie passed to the Sabbath that shall last for ever. Many a time did 
she long for the Sabbath on earth — such was her delight in heavenly exercises I 
Now she began a Sabbath that will satisfy all her longings and fill her soul 
with joy amid the sweet melodies nnd harmonious hosannahs of eternity. 
Now her soul in its flight could enter into all the spirit of the. words ; 

How dear and welcome, Lord, to me 
Was Thy most holy day I 
'« But what & Sabbath shall I keep 
For evermore with Thee ! 

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Bord. Even so, saith the Spirit: for 
they rest from their labours.^* , 

mnd we may confidently apply to her the sequel of the text — “ Their works 
do follow them.” Yes ; though brought to an early grave her works do follow 
her. The example of faith and holiness which she set to equals in years will 
not be forgotten in the day when God maketh up His jewels. The example of 
religious diligence which she exhibited in early life — spending her time not in 
gaiety and frivolity, her day of holy rest not in idleness or amusement, but in 
the service of her heavenly Master, in attending the courts of His house, in 
instructing at the Sabbath school, in seeking thus not only to “ grow in grace” 
herself, but to increase the great Shepherd’s fold by bringing up the young in 
“ the nurture and admonition of the I^rd,” — an example like this exhibited by 
the young, labours like these performed by the young, besides producing 
directly good cfiects, serve to provoke others of the young to love and to good 
works, and therefore her works will on many accounts follow her to the regions 
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of glory, and increase the lustre of her imperishable crown. Oh ! my young 
friends, be persuaded to tread in her steps. Instead of giving yourselrcs to 
sloth or folly, or worse, on Gkid’s holy day, say with the Spirit which animated 
her as the ^bbaths approached — 

These are my preparation days, 

And when my soul is dressed, 

These Sabbaths shall deliver me 
To mine eternal rest. 

And then when you come to die — as die you may in a very bri(?f time — we 
shall have the happiness to apply to you the words we now apply to lier — 
“ their works do follow them.** Yea, we shall be able to pronounce over you 
the double blessing of the text, and to say, with reference to you, Blessed are 
the dead, which die inthq|^i^. Even so, saith the Spirit, they rest fnm 
their labours ; and their worn do follow them,** 

And how consolatory afre these words to the mourning relatives of our de- 
parted sister, and to all those here present who regret the loss of dear ones 
that have fallen asleep in Jesus ! Your heavenly. Father has taken them from 
the midst of trials and sorrows, and given them a refuge in His own place of 
rest and safety where temptation and sin can never enter, and where anguish and 
miseiy can never come. And oh I what a debt of gratitude do we owe to Him, who 
by His own dreadful sufferings has opened the kingdom of heaven to believers, 
and enedhraged the desponding sinner to lift up his head with joy I If you think 
of the sorrows of your dear ones, and are called to suffer yourselves, tlie contem- 
plation of the terrible agonies He endure<l for your and their sake should 
silence your complaints. To think that He who did no sin, subniBted to hun- 
ger and thir ste d weariness — that He became poor and dostitut^&nd had no 
where to lay ^Hfeead — that He was insulted and buffeted, His flesh torn with 
scourge^ His ^nples crowned with thorns, His hands and His feet pierced 
with nails — that His soul was “exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” — that the 
conflicts of His spirit forced drops of bloody sweat through every pore of II is 
body, arid caused Him at last to give utterance to that wail of unequalled woe, 
“ My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?” O blessed Jesus, what 
manner of sufferings were these ! And what mapner of love induced Thee to 
hear them for us and ours ! Oh! when we think of these, let complaint stop her 
mouth for ever. May we never murmur at “our light affliction!” And may we 
never forget the endless thanks due to Him who for ours and our children’s 
sake “endured the Cross, despiring the shame:** and may we begin on earth the 
new song which employs the blessed in heaven : “ To Ilira wlio loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and liath made us kings and priests 
unto Grod, be honour and glory and praise for ever and ever.” 
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LECTURE XI. 

The English imagine, that the better state of the Scottish poor depends on 
our better mode of administering relief ; and hence they expect to arrive at 
the same result, by assimilating the method adopted in England to that pur- 
sued in Scotland.* * * § But it is not by any “ cunningly devised” plan,t but by a 
problem which the population must work themselves, if they would be 
brought to a state above Compulsory Pauperism. The difference does not lie 
in the form of the apparatus, or in the construction of cands of supply ; but 
is owing to tlie people themselves : for their conduct will be regulated by 
what they have to depend on. It is not by altering the distribution of the 
fund, but by altering the fund itself, that Pauperism is to be abolished. The 
people, becking habituated to the new state of things, and being thrown 
back on th " own resources, find in them an overpassing comj^nsation for the 
loss of Compulsory Relief. J • 

Now the question presents itself — “ How is this national transition to be 
cfTectod ? Is it to be done at once ?*’ I do not advocate that ; but I believe 
the country would bear it ; and that, even if Compulsory Relief were sud- 
denly withdrawn, not one instance of starvation would occur. But it is not 
per saltnm, but by successive steps, that we wish the transition to be made. 

There are two ways of gradualising the process — the Parochial, and the 
Parliamentary. § The former I tried in St. John’s parish, Glasgow ; but 
found we could get on faster than that method allowed. 1| All the present 
paupers we would see out, in the same sufficiency as before : hence the pro- 
posed change does not touch them. But all .the new ones we would treat as 
if there were no compulsory provision at all ; — depending only on the plate at 
the church -door. Let it be understood, that we have henceforth very little to 
give ; and that every application must therefore be strictly scrutinized by 
the elders of the Kirk-Sossion. These elders make inquiries as to all the four 
sources of compensation detailed in our last Lecture.^ By their going 
among the people, too, right feeling and delicacy may be instilled into the 
minds of the latter. The first source of compensation (“ self-preservation’’) 
will provide for half the applicants. Then neighbours should be told, that it 
is their duty to help those who need it. If these principles, and “ relative 
affection,” be well attended to, the fourth source of compensation (“ sympathy 

* For the Locturor’s ** ComparlsM of Scotch and English Pauperism,” see Volume 20 of 
his Works (“ Political Economy,” volume 2), Page 297 ; or tho “ Edinburgh Review” for 
February, 1818. No. 58; Volume 29, Page 261.) In tho latter, the article is entitled 
“ Causes and cure of Pauperism,” 

t “ We have not followed cunningly devised fables.” 2 Peter i. 16. 

* t See Note to Lecture 5, Page 116. 

§ These two methods aro discussed at length in Chapters 15 and 16 of the “ Christian 
and Civic Economy,” Volume 2, Pages 300 and 332. See Volume 15 of Dr. Chalmers’s 
Works (“ Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 2), Pages 181 and 205. 

II See Lecture 6, Page 1 40 ; and also the following of our author’s productions, which are 
specifically devoted to this point ; — 1. " Speech delivered May 24, 1822, before the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, explanatoiw of the measures which have been success- 
fully pursued in St. John’s Parish, Glasgow, for the extinction of its Compulsory Pau- 
perism.” This pamphlet was afterwards included in Dr. Chalmers’s Speeches and 
Tracts and was reprinted in Volume 16 of his Works (‘* Christiah and Economic Polity 
Volumes), Page 141.— 2. Narrative of Eighteen Years Experience in the Parish of St. 
John’s, Glasgow.” (See Section 4 of tho Lecturer’s ” Sufficiency of a Parochial System,** 
ill Volume 21 of his Works, Page 92.)— 3. “ Reflections of 1839 on the now protracted expe- 
rience of Pauperism in Glasgow — an experience which began in 1815, and terminated in 
1837.” These ” Reflections” wind up his Appendix on Pauperism,” In Volume 16 of his 
Works (“ Christian and Economic Polity,” Volume 3>; Page 422. 

IT See Lecture 10, Page 423. 
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of the rich”) will be found so little necessary, that in four years, among 
twelve thousand people, I had not occasion to resort to it in twelve instances. 
liCt elders go forth among the districts ; and they will find that, fur years, no 
case will be brought before the Kirk-^ssioii. During the first month, we 
reduced the nhmber of applicants to one>fifth ; for many had resources which 
careless elders did not find out ; but when careful inquiry was instituted, such 
I>er8ons forebore to apply. Thus, by seeing out one generation of paux)er8, 
wdio ■will sink to the grave in the sufficiency of tlieir wonted allowance, you 
will bring back any parish to the good old way. 

Ihe duty of the rich, as connected with the relief of distress, is of so direct 
and positive a clmmcter, as to obtrude itself at once on the notice of the? 
Christian moralist ; but the jwor also have a duty, whic}» we tliink of far 
greater importance to the interests of mankind. JA3t us just contrast the rtrh 
man who is ungenerous it^is doingn^ with tho poor man who is ungenerous 
in his desires. There is ocSfsionally to be met with an individual so engrossed 
with his own interests and sordid gratifications, as to have no spare feeling 
for the brethren of his common nature. With a heart obstinately shut 
against the imploring look of distress, and in a tumult of perpetual alarm 
about new tales of suffering and new plans of philanthropy, he has learned to 
resist and resent every one of them ; and, impatiently spurning the whole 
away, he, with a countenance of surly determination, firmly defends the close 
system of his own selfish luxuries, and his own snug accommodations. But 
all that we lose by this man who is ungenerous in his doings, is the (‘ontribu- 
tion he ought to have rendered to the cause of philanthropy. And it is a loss 
that can be borne : tho cause of Ixineficence can do abundantly without him. 
But a far greater mischief is inflicted on that cause by the poor man who is 
ungenerous in his desires. In his case, every act of kindness jjpiire to call 
out the reactiofi of some new demand, or some new exj^ectation *, the hand 
of a giver, instead of appeasing his w'ants, inflames his rapacity ; and, trading 
among the sympathies of the credulous, he dextrously appropriates to himself 
a portion ten-fold greater than would have blest and brightened the asx)cct of 
many a deserving family. Him we denounce as the worst enemy of the poor. 
His ravenous gripe wrests from them a far, more abundant benefaction, than 
does the rtiost loi^ly and unfeeling proprietor in the land. He is the arch- 
oppressor of his brethren. The robbery which he has practised upon them is 
not to be estimated by the alms he has monopolized ; by the food, or raiment, 
or money, which he has diverted to himself, from the more modest sufferers 
around him. He has done what is infinitely worse than turning aside, tho 
stream of charity : he has closed its floodgates. He has chilled and alic^nated 
the hearts of the wealthy. By the jKjison of distrust and jealousy which he 
has infused into their bosoms, he has laid an arrest on all the sensibilities that 
else would have flowed from them. A few sucVi harpies would suffice to exile 
a whole neighbourhood from the attentions of the benevolent. Ever on the 
watch and the wing about some enterprise of imposture, he makes it his busi- 
ness to work and to prey on the compassionate principles of our nature. He 
may, in fact, be said to “grind the faces of the poor”* with deadlier severity, 
than the great baromal tyrant, the battlements of whose castle frown, in all 
the pride of aristocracy, on the surrounding territory. A kindly feeling is 
ever ready to stream fortli, in acts of liberality, on the humbler orders ; and 
it is he, and such as he, who have congealed it,., He has raised between the 
rich and the poor a jaundiced medipm, in virtW of which the former eye tho 
latter with suspicion ; and there is not a man who wears the garb, and pre- 
sents the petitions of poverty, who has not suffered from the worthless 
impostor who has gone before him. Tfie deceit, the indolence, and the low sor- 
didness of a few, have made outcasts of the many ; and locked against them, 
in a kind of iron imprisonment, the feelings of the wealthy. The riok man 
who is ungenerous in his doings^ keeps back one labourer from the field of 
charity -, but the poor man who is ungenerous in his desires^ can expel from it 
a thousand labourers in disgust. He sheds a cruel and extended blight over 
the fair region of philanthropy ; which has been abandoned by many who, 
but for him, would have fondly lingered there. Had not their simplicity been 
tried and trampled on, very many would still have tasted the luxury of doing 
good to the poor ; and made it their delight as well as duty to expend and 
expatiate among their habitations.f 

• Isaiah lii. 15. 

t A more extended version of tho last paragraph of this Lecture, will be found in the 
fifth of Dr. Chalmers’s “ Commercial DiscourHcs.” In his collected Works they form the 
Sixth Volume ; of wliich see Pages 121 to 124. 
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**'And I heard a voice from heaven aaying unto wic, Write^ Blessed are the dead 
which du in the Lord from henceforth : Yea^ saitk t/ie Spirit^ that Oiey may rest 
from their laftoura; ana their works do follow themy — ^Hevelation xiv. 13 . 

In the of my expositions of this chapter, I showed yon the state of 

true Christians in the sight of God : “ they are without fault before the tlxrone 
of God }” that is, “there is no condemnation to themithat are in Christ Jesus 
they are “justified” by Him, and have “ peace with God.” “ Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God’s elect ? It is God that justifieth.” They “ have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Next, I 
showed you their practical character upon earth ; or the mode in which they deve- 
loped, in their intercourse with the world, those great Christian principles which 
they had received through grace : they “ foHowed the Lamb whithersoever He 
went.” I showed you tbuit they followed Him in the great aim and end of 
His life — ^in His appeal to the only standard of truth, the Word of God — 
His interoourse with the world, sympathising with Him in all His sorrows 
and reflecting all His joys. You have tnus, then, tlie state of Christians before 
God — “ without fault before the throne 5 ” you have, next, the practical charac- 
teristic of Christians — ^they “ follow the Lamb.” 

Having thus read thdr biography in life, I would now read and comment 
u^n the epitaph upon their tombstones. Their state ia jus1\^cation before 
God ; their practical character ia following the Lamb ; and the beautiful epitaph 
which may be inscribed upon the tomb, and pronounced as the noblest requiem 
over the ashes of the dead, is — “ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord' 
from henceforth : Yea, salth the Spirit^ that they may rest from their labours ; 
and their works do follow them.” g 

We have here to consider, first, those who are described as “the dead 
secondly, their peculiar and ^Itoripcrive relationship — ** the dead in Christ 
thirdly, the benediction pronoun^ upon them^“ blessed are tbe dead $” 
foutthl 3 % the apecSal reason of that blessedness — “ they rest from their labours 
and lastly, the evidence of that blessedness*— “ their works do follow them.” 
Let me pndeavour, as fully as the time will permit, to lay before you^^some 
remarkp upon each of these several divisions into which I have split the text, 
dwellullg rather on its general than on its special prophetic bei^g* 

L The dead.” Where are they ? 

My dear friends, has the thought ever struck >ou, in looking round the 
'i^rorid, that its de^ outnumber Its living ? A far greater ainoimt of the 
population of thq idohe are beneath the soil, than at any moment there is 
tamding and breatmng above it.' Our churches, our hornet, our thrones, the 
theatres and* playhouses of the earth, are all upon the dust and ashee of 
tbe dead. Nay to use, or borrow, from the poet — “ the toe of the dancei^ 
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treads upon the ashes of the dead.** This cpneat globe on which we dwell seems 
to be as much a sepulchre of the dead as it is a home of the living. What are 
all its graves, but various compartments in tills one great mausoleum ! The 
ashes of Abraham min^e somewhere with tlio ashes of Martin Luther ; and 
the dust of Martin Luflher mingles somewhere witli that of Napoleon ; and 
the jjiust of Napoleon may, in a few years, mingle with the dust of a far better 
man that has recently x>assed from the stage of life to the stage of glory — 
Thomas Chalmers. Thus the world is a vast mausoleum ; its graves arc its 
cbamlxjrs, or compartments ; and those compartments are not able to prevent 
the dust of all from mingling together. 

But not only the dust m those ^^who never had a quarrel— -who lived in 
friendship, and died in peace, — ^but the dust of those who were sworn and 
implacable foes, by a great law must mingle and blend most peacefully 
together. The ashes of Martin Luther, and of Leo the Tenth, wh|D hated him 
so heartily — the dust of Wickliflb, and the dust of those who cast his into 
the stream which bore it to its silent tomb — the dust of John Knox, and that 
of Queen Mary, must lie right silently and peacefully together. Thus not 
only the dust of friends, but the dust of bitter foes, as if to cast reproach upon 
their feuds, must blend and mingle together at the last. 

It is now dead dust — it is now disintegrated, mingling with all streams, 
mixing with all elements, blown by all winds ; yet there is not a particle of 
that dust, incorporated with trees, mingled with the sea, buried in the earth, 
that shfdl not near the first tone of the Besurrection trumpet, ^id become 
instinct with, a life that can never end j for when the trumpet shall sound, 
each one tliat died, whether he died in Christ or not, shall come forth. Some 
shall rise from the depths of the fathomless sea ; some shall cast off tbeir only 
windingsheet, the sands of the desert, and come. The Fharaohs shall leap forth 
when they hear that peal, from their pyramidal chambers ; the Ptolemies shall 
start from their marble monuments ; Napoleon, and those who fought and 
fell beneath his banner, at Jena, at Austerlits, and at Waterloo, shall rise and 
gather in shivering crowds around liim ; tlie dust of Martin Luther shall be 
quickened at Wirtemberg ; Calvin shall rise from his grave, which is now 
imknowni Oberlin and Felix Neff shall come from their Alpme repose^ 
some rejoidng in the hope of glory, others caUing on the bills to cover them, 
and on the mountains to conceal them, and all gazing into that tremendous 
infinitude, the eternity that stretches before them. 

Brethren, you and I, if we never met in the congregation of the living 
before, must meet together in the congregation of the dead. Bach atom of our 
dust “rests in hope again to rise “for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall rise.** Ahd when wc stand upon that vast platforniy amid that mighty 
surging mulfRude — a multititude more counties than the waves of tiie sea, 
or the leaves of the forest, or the sands upon the aea*-shore, — and when v^e 
take a retrospective view of all we have passed through, how poor and paltry 
will all things look that we have now fought for, struggled fonr, spent our 
health and strength for 1 M|sdear friends, seen from the judgmeut-aeflt d 
Christ, crowns will grow paie, coronets will appear denuded of all their 
attractions, and we shall f^l that the gold whieh wc worshipped, instead of 
being dt'to be turned into shrines and g^s for us to adore^ was only ft to be 
turned into a pavement on wliich our feet should trample, in our passage to 
another and a bettes and a more gloriotts repose. 

Let me ask you, my dear friends, if you would hope to stand in the congre* 
^ition of the dead in Christ, are you now in the congregation Of the Hv^ in 
Christ ? If you Tjrould hope to mo in Christ, to be accepted by Christ, to be 
justified through Christ, are you now “ without fault before the thmne,** a 
follower of the Lamb of God ? ** ' 

IL This leads me t^the second point that I wish to o6asider,^>^at there 
are not only the dead,” hut distinctively— “the dead in 

Thete are thiea expressions used to describe our rolatfonshm to Christ. Tliere 
is, first, to be “ without Christ;** that is the state of nature. There is, secondly, 
to be “in Christ;** that is the state of grace. And there is, lastly, to he 
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i! j” that i« ^0 fitate of glory* To be ** without Christ” is our state 

by natoi^ ; to be “ in: Christ” is oUr state by grace ; to be “with Christ” is 
our destiny, our happy destiny, in glory. 

I rannot again but notice here, how completely all the distinctions for 
whicp we &et, or upon which we pride ourselves, seem to be cast away 
and utterly unknown, when we stand before the throne of God and the 
Lamb. It is here implied, that there are but two distinctions upon earth 
that are re^— to be in Christ, or to be out of Christ 5 and there is not a 
tombstone in Liondon, on which afi^tion has written its eulogy over the 
ashes of thebeloved dead, if it had the inscription which God would write upon 
it, that would not record— “ Dead in ChrSH;,” or “ Dead out of Christ.” And 
hence» my dear Wends, what is the value of all those distinctions which may 
be expedient or inevitable, but about which men dispute and quarrel ? How 
startled will the high churchman be at the discovered emptinbss of those dis- 
tinctions in which he gloried ! I mean, high churchmen in the popular sense, 
not in the true sense, for I hold that I am a higher chuiehman than 
Dr. Pusey, To be a high churchman is not to measure the church by the 
height of its steeple, but it is to belong to the congregation of the redeemed. 
And hence, my dear friends, those who call themselves dissenters adopt a bad 
name. If it apply to separation from the Establishment, it is of no eternal 
moment, but if you dissent from the true church, the church of the redeemed, 
your name is a reproach and a dis^ace. But these names, I have said, are all 
perishable ; there kre only two distinctions that eternal. How startled 
will the dissenter be, to find tliat his shibboleth was a shibboleth egirth-sprung, 
and that it died on earth, and has no place, or part, or mention at the judg- 
ment-seat of Chri6t|! And there, amazed beyond expression, will the Fuseyite 
be, (for I trust that there are some of them, who amid all the rubbish, hold the 
foundation,) when he discovers that his section gave the fewest number to the 
church of the redeemed ; and that his candelabras, and his genuflections, and 
his crosses, and his crucifixes, and his altars, were just so much rubbish which 
he piled upon the true foundation. 

And hence, it will not be asked when* we stand at the judgment-seat 
of Christ, whau^e are you ? — ^but what are you ? It will be no recommenda- 
tion that you are a churchman — ^it will be no disqualifleation that you are 
a dissenter. These distinctions will have dropped away, and perished in 
that light in which reality only lives. You may haye been, my dear friends, 
baptised, you nmy have l^onged to the church, you may have been one of its 
ministers, you may have been a communicant, you may have been a liberal 
supporter of the church of Christ, and yet not be in Christ. And hence, as I 
have often said, I believe that what is seen and witnessed in glory will startle 
and surprise many participants of it. You will miss mlny a bold professor, 
whose voice you thought you would hear loudest in the choir of the redeemed, 
and you will find there many a suspected one, that you in your ignorance shut 
out, or in your uncharitableness anathematized, highest and brightest in the 
number of saved. You may find there some poor tonsured monk, with his 
ifliaven crown and rope-girdl^ who may have looked in his cell beyond the 
crucifix which he held in his hand and seen in all His glory the Son of Man 
nailed to the cross, the only atonement, and have ^ washi^his robes and made 
them white in the Wood of the Lamb.” You may find there some poor JeW, 
who rejected Jdsus of Nazareth, the Saviour, but who, in his deep humiliation, 
in his sorrow and sighing and crying to be emancipated from his sins and to be 
at peace with God, may disoover that he held the Saviour in substance, while 
he recollects with sorrow that he reimdiatod Him in name. We shall find there 
many that we cast out when we had no business to cast them out ; and we 
shi^if miss many whom we had no right to number among them at all. Al) 
minor disttnetions will then be done away ; the trappitms of rank, the disputes 
of party, the robes aoad rules and ceremonies, will all be left behind in' the 
grave, and the only distinction that wfil appear wifi be— the living in Christ, 
or the dead out of Christ. 

Then you may ask, (and surely, if you have any interest in your own safety 
you must ask earnestly What is it to be in Christ V The language, m/ 
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4ear ftkn^ I f most expiesttlTe* If 1 vere to descnbeit geiioral!jr» it would be, 
to look for Ovation through His blood tdoue, aud to £e^ that if God were to 
sink me to the depths of everlasting ruin He would not pn)nouDce upon me a 
sentence greater or more severe than I have deseired, and yet to feel, that if, 
in the same and through the righteousness of Christ, He were to raise ipe to 
a glory too brilliant for mortal eye to look on, and too magnihcent for the 
hutnanmind to conoeive, God would not bestow upon me a boon greater than 
Christ's merits entitle me ta To be in Christ, if I may paraplirase it, is to 
feel that Christ pidd all we owed to God, and purchasea for us for more Uian 
God owed to us — ^that He is the only way to know God, and the only way for 
God to know us-^that He is the onlj^ohannel for us to reach God, or for God 
to come down to us ; it is to fed thatChrist's sacrifice is the only atonement for 
sin, and that it is not only access to God, provided by Infinite Wisdom, but 
that it is the expression of God's love to us. Our Saviour is previous, not 
simply as making it possible for God to forgive us, (just as it is made possible 
for the queen of h^gland to forgive the sentence of a convict, and to remit it,) 
but as it is made evident tliat will not merely forgive us, and leave us to 
live the lives of forgiven convicts, a| a distance, but that He will take 
us to His bosom as justified, and redeemed, and converted, end adopted 
sons. 

Now the expression ** in Christ" is a very peculiar one ; and I am quite 
sure that you may see, by the simple contrast which 1 will make, that it is 
not an ormnory expression denoting that we are to follow Christ. You never 
say that a ^upil is in his teacher, a patient in his physician, a son in his 
father, or a servant in his master ; you say, the pupil follows his teacher, the 
patmt follows his pb3rsieiao, the son follows his father, the servant serves his 
master. Then if the expression ** in Christ” is constantly employed iii Scrip- 
ture, if (as it were) the ordinary phraseology of life is outraged by a strange 
and uncouth expression of relationship, are we not warranted in inferring, that 
there is something more in it than the Socinian means by following Christ ? 
The Scriptures generally employ plain language ; and when strange expres- 
sions are used, it is to describe a doctrine that is strange, because far above 
humanity^. It is one of a series of phrases allusive, I believe, to known symbols. 
If I look in my Bible 1 find, that all in the ark were saved, while all out of it 
were lost What would have been the use of any antediluvian sinner, a strong 
swimmer, following the grk ? He might swim for a few hours, but it would 
not be long before he sank. Now an antediluvian sinner following the ark by 
swimming is just like a Sodnian sinner trying to be saved by merely following 
Christ Then look at the city of refuge. The manslayer outside might be 
smitten down and destroyed, but the moment he got inside he was safe. While 
the criminal pursued by the avenger of blood was rushing to the city of refuge, 
if he was caught on his way to it he would be slain, but the instant he got into 
it he would safe. Thus lollowi^ Christ is not enough ; you must be in 
Christ, as the criminal was in the city of refuge, and Noah and his family were 
in the ark ; and then the winds may blow, and the waters may rise, or the 
avenger may pursue, but ** there is no oondemnation to them that ate in 
Chrirt Jesus." 

My dear iri^ds, are you in this state f Are you, not believers in Christ as 
a teacher, but ** in as your glorious sacrifice, your eternal Befuge, your 

Priest, your Altaic your all ? Are you connected with IBm as the Ivanch is 
cannecM /yith the vine — united to Him, incorporated with Him, one with 
Him, in life, in death, and in eternity ? Unipn with Christ is not a mere figure 
of speechr— it is not a metaphor,— it is a reality : so much so that whatever 1 
do is done through Christ’s life penuding me. H I Hft my hand to the right 
or to the left, upwards or downwards, it is in virtue of that life which is in my 
body ; and if I give a penny to the poor, or subscribe to a school, or do any 
oth^ good worl^ it is in virtue of that 1^ whidi is implanted in my soul by 
Christ, and which e^les me to say with the apostle-*-^** llive ; yet not X, but 
Christ livethm me." Do you believe that ? Can you fieri that to be areaUty 1 
Can you peril your everiastliig prospects upon it f II you are so, blessed are 
you when living, and blessed shafi you be when dead ; if you are not so, you 
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may ehtirchman w dissenter, you may be what you like or what you please 
unhappy ate you in life, and unhappy will you he in death, — ^you are out of 


IIL This leads me, in the third place, to refer to the benediction that is pro- 
nounced ujion those who are here Said to be in Christ. 

Then if the dead in Christ he blessed, they do not cease to be. Some Cliris- 
tians have got the idea, (and I think it is a very absurd one,) that tliere is a 
cessation of lifeait death till the resurrection day — that when we die we cease 
to be until the body is raised again from the dead. Certainly there is no war- 
rant for this in Scripture. Could you say they were “ bless^” that ceased to 
be ? ^ If a dog had an idea of heaven, it would be plenty to eat and drink, and 
nothing to disturb him. If that were heaven, then I could conceive the bless- 
ing pronounced to apply to it. But I consider the idea of heaven to be a very 
different thing to that. I cannot conceive of happiness without conscious life. 
Annihilation is not blessedness. The elevation of mind, the expansion of in- 
* tellect, tlie enlargement of all the powers, the removal of the shackles that con- 
fine them, and the giving of the soul unfettered wing, to soar and revel in this 
unceasing life, and approach evermore to God without cessation — this is liap- 
piness. But we believe that “ absent from the body” is “ present with the 
Lord.” An apostle said this by the inspiration of that Lord, and we must 
believe it. They are, then, “ blessed,” that thus “ die in the Lord;” and to he 
so they must live. 

When Christian dies, the eye of the mourner looks on the pale face of the 
dead and weeps ; for there is nothing on earth so unnatural as a dead face. 
Death is not natural — it is most unnatural — ^it Was never meant to be — it is an 
infraction of the laws of God’s universe ; and the dead pale face always seems 
to me to reflect and to have on it the lesson — “ The wa^ of sin is death.” 
The weeper looks upon that face and weeps, but the Christian looks beyond 
the ashes of the dead, follows the emancipated soul, as it rises in outspread and 
untiring wing, and exclaims — “ Thanks be to God who fpveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In the case of a Christian, the scythe ot 
death cuts down nothing but what he would leave behind ; it merely cuts down 
the restrictions and tlie limits that repressed, that the disenthralled and eman- 
cipated spirit may soar and rise to God, as its eternal home. 

“ Blessed,” then, “ are the dead which die in the Lord.” Often have they been 
cursed when living ; but here we read, they are ” blessed” when dead. They 
had*many an obstruction on earth. No man ever did anything that was good, 
without meeting with terrible obstructions. The price you must pay for every 
kindness you liestow is ingratitude ; and the idea of a vicarious sacrifice or suf- 
fering seems to be perpetuated stiH,— -one generation sullering, that their suc- 
cessors may have privilege or happiness or peace ; and when the noblest deeds 
were done, and the holiest lessons taught, the greatest persecutions then broke 
forth. But the anathema of the world never put down or scathed the chil- 
dren of God. It made them rise with a greater energy, and gave to their spirts 
a nobler elasticity, and made their hi^ souls capable of more heroic enter- 
prises. In fact, persecution never yet, in the history of humanity, put down 
a good cause, and it never built «up a bad one. It is a law which God himself 
haA made, that the arrow which is shot from the persecutor’s bow rebounds and 
pierces the persecutor’s heart. And hence, if the sword and the faggot are 
ever to be employed in our warfare, let the one be unsheathed and the other 
kindled by the foes, not by the friends of Jesrus Christ The cause of Christ 
disclaims them. “ For the weapons of our warfare aA not carnal, but spiritual, 
and mighty through God.” But if they have been accursed* of man, they that 
“ die in the Lord” are “ blessed” of God, We may have lost the dead, and 
they are lost to us ; hut they are joined to God, to happiness, and to heaven. 
When I stand over the ashes of the dead, amid all the fieezing doubta that the 
sceptic would cast, like cold shadows, upon the grave — amid the torn feelings 
that relatiohshi|> is conscious of — amid the din ^d noise of the wheels of this 
world, I can hear piercing the ■firmament, and re#rberating from the cold dark 
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dbm\m ^ sniall are the dead which die in 

theliordfrom sailh the that they inay test iiomi^ 

labours ; and their works do IdUow thehii** 

They are ^blessed^** for none can e^tu^y condmn them. Memory may 
ccM[idemQ> , the law may oondeim^ Satan miiy ancuse, consdenoe may smite. 
But it is only lor a rndmon^ lor h wA that Ihstihethi who is he that 
cmideim>eti£l** ** ahatt iay^anytbhig to charge of Ood*B etet I It is 
Christ thht^edf yea«Ffittmr» t%t Is rijen again.^* 

They are ^^hieeaedt’* iar th^ are removed from idl eviL ^They are in the 
reahne of Uifiiiite yurityv Ko corruption can stain them« no Imouity vea 
them, no foul pdllitt&imB defile them | thi^ can neither be tempted, nor tried^ 
nor ButSgr anymore. The door that shuts the helieTcr In the realms of g^my, 
shuts out all jdu and sorrow lor ever. 

They are ** blessed/’ for Hiere will be there the restoration of auspaided in- 
tercourse witli those they loved. Venerable fatbers whom they bore to the 
tomb, will meet them there— their grey heads literally “ a crown of glory.*' 
The babe that dropped from thy bosom, 0 Christian mother, like a prema-.^ 
tore fruit from tlie .tree of life in spring, will meet thee enshrined in glory. 
The cherished friends you loved, and the broken circles which you 
plored, will gather around you ; and they will appear no longer capable of 
misconstruction, or open to any of the imperfections common to humanity. 
Perfect happiness and perfect purity shall rdgn tlxere. There will not be a 
spot upon which you will be able to lay the finger and say — Here I suffered.” 
The names widow” and ** orphan” shall not l» mooted in heaven, or recorded 
in the yocabulaiy of the blessed. Kot a tear is shod there, not a sorrow felt ; 
all is happy, bemuse all is holy; and over the-fairest and most frafirant 
blossom Irnngs the superscription of ** eternal.” They are ** for ever with the 
Lord in Christ upon earth, and « with the Lord” in heaven. 

IV. It is added, as an cxj^anatioa of this blessedness — ** They rest from 
their labours.” 

You recollect the passage — There remaineth therefore u rest for the 
pepple of God.” In t1^ original tlie passage reads — ** There remaineth them- 
fore a salt(fatimo9 iox the people God,” literally translated, sabbath- 
keeping.” Though another word is used, yet we may read it, “they mbbatim 
from ^eir labours, and their works do follow them.” In other wmrds, 
heaven is not the Pagan elysium, or the Mahometan paradise, but a glorious 
rest, an everlasting sabbatli, for the people of Goa And by a strange 
contradiction it is said — “ And they rest not day apd night” 'ftiey “ rest*' 
and yet they “rest not” It is a place of endless repose, and yet a place pf 
endless activity. Their energy is their enjc^ment Our sabbaths upon earth 
ought to be (as they were meant to be) sha^ws cast upon the world, as from 
above, foretastes of the great sabbaths of eternity. 1 look upon tlie sabbath as 
a kind of bivouac preparatory to the battle of the week, an occasional respite 
from Caesar, preliminary to the everlasting sabbath that wiU be enjoyed by the 
people of God. I look on it as a beautiful island cast into the roaring and 
resrJess torrent of immortality ; and standing upon that island, you can look 
at the rash, and listen to the din of the eddyipg world, and see leaping from 
above in undimmed splendours the sunshine of heaven, and hear from titfar the 
unspent chimes of the unutt^able glory. The sabbath is too precious to be 
gi ven up ; humanity will not surrender it, Cbrisjdianity will not let it go* It 
will be revered by the Christian, as long as the world shall last. The poor man 
would be the greatest sufferer, were there no sabbath. What 1 would you give 
up that blessed d^ of jubilee, on which the highest and lowest can meet together 
in the house of God, and say — “We are peers ;** wlien the rich and the poor can 
meet together, and feel that ennobling and kindling sentiment of a common 
brotherhood— “ The Lord is the maker of us ail ?” Part with your beautiful 
cathedrals, but part not with your precious sabbath. Man built the cathedral, 
hallowed tlie sabbath ; the one might bo a loss of the hefueriiul and the 
bright— the other would be aftas of the essential Architects can buUd new 
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<iftttiedral«--~princ*es cannot make the sabbath* Make your 
sahu^hs on earth, my dear friends, to be cherished by all that aire Jkiar to 
X sabbaths in glory will be a “ rest from your laboiffB.’’ 

What 18 the iumy to get the sabbath best observed? I think the intetr 
fcreu^ of ^legislation is .a good method ; but it seems very strange to me, that 
the Christians of tliis country should he always bothering the House of Com- 
about these matts^s, when tliey hold the matter in their own hands, 
hfoke your sabbaths ^what they ought to be, and the legislature must make 
tbem M too j and I tnwt the d*y dawn upon the world, when in the 

reftectioii. and. repercussion of all that is; around us, sabbaths beautiful in your 
homes, sabbatlis beautiful in yonr stneets, sabbaths hallowed in your sane* 
tuaries, w'iU make sabbaths felt and hallowed in the House of Commons, and 
senators will not dare to utter one word tending to their desecration, 

V. But it is added« that “ they rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them/* - * . 

^ I What a precious truth is thisl ** Their works do follow them I” If a 
liomauist had written this, it would have been, * their works precede them j* 
hut became God has written it, we see that evangelical religion is true, for — 
“ their works do follow them.” In other words, our works do not go before 
us to heaven, because we enter there through grace ; “ our works do follow 
us,” as the retinue that speaks to the universe, that we have brought forth 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit of God. We arc admitted into heaven because 
of Christ’s righteousness ; we are seen to be fit for heaven by the fruits we 
have brought forth. His righteousness imputed is our title — tlie Spirit’s 
righteousness imparted is our qualification— Christ’s work our right — the 
Spirit’s work Our fitness — and the fruits we bring forth, the evidence of both. 
Oar works, then, do not precede us — they follow us. The only thing that goes 
before us to heaven is the Lamb ; “ these are they that follow the Lamb and 
the only things that come after us are our works. Thus you go to heaven be- 
tween two ; Christ tiie King of glory prticedes you, to open its gates for all 
believers — the good you have done following after yom lo give evidence, from 
the ligfit that is reflected from behind,, that you belong to the company of the 
redeemed, and are children of God. 

Take care, then, you do not let these interchange places. When you hear 
persons say, that we evangelical ministers are against good works, tell them it 
is a complete misconstruction, I insist upon good works and almsgiving to 
every Christian cause— clothing the naked — feeding the hungry-circulating 
the Bible — aiding missions, just as strongly as any human being can insist 
upon them ; but then I do not invert the pyramid, and make it stand upon 
its apex instead of its base — I put them in their right place, Christ before, and 
tiie works afterwards. If you follow the works, you will be found among 
those to whom Christ shall say — " I know you not but if they follow you, 
you will be following Him who gave the works all their life and beauty, and 
you all your title. 

What a beautiful and blessed thing is the Gospel of Jesus ! Precious is the 
Bible — m6re precious still the Gosptel it contains ; precious are our sabbaths — 
more precious still the everlasting sabbath. Love the Gospel; live under 
the influence of the Gospel ; spr^ the Gospel; if needs he, die rather than 
part with tlie Qospel. It teaches us to live, — ^it teaches us peacefully to die. 
An aged Christian’s death has no terror in it— scarcely a cloud on it; it is 
that^autiful evening twilight, that mingles so imperceptibly with the twilight 
of the eternal morn, that the night between is scarcely frdt. “Blessed .are 
the dead which die in the Lord, froru henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours ; and their works do follow them.” 

^ My dear friends, have yon any interest in this ? Can you say, I have settled 
nay aflhirs on earth, I have resigned my body to the grave, I have committed 
my children to the everlasting Father, and my soul to Christ, who bought me 
and made ^ 

The Priibe Minister and his Lady attendetl IMvliie worship at Bxeter Hall, on 
Sunday week, December 12.] 
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** faith 3fa8^^ when he weut come to yettra^ refused to he called the mm oj 
dauifhier; choosing rather to tmffer affliction trith toe people of Otkl^ 
them to enjoy the pUatmres of am for a seamm ; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater nches than the treamtres in Egypt : for he had respect unto the recotn- 
pence of toe reward,*' — Hebrews xi. S4 — 26. 

It falls to the lot of few men to pass through life without experiencing one 
painful form of xiorplexity, namely, an apparent opposition between their duty 
and their interest, between their comforts and their conscience — the lawful 
claims of station appoaring to draw them one way, the imperious commands 
of God ei:\|oining tnem to take another. 

Now 1 call this an apparent opposition, because it is manifest lihat it can be 
nothing else. God is too wise and too holy ever to permit any real oppjosi^ 
tion to exist between our obedience and our happiness. And, therefore, if it 
ever appear that you may advance your earthly interests by infringing the 
le^Mt of God’s commands, be assured that you have fallen into one of two 
mistakes ; either you misinterpret the law of God, or you know not wherein 
your own happiness consists. 

An instance of a man placed in tliis apparent difficulty is brought before 
us in the text. The text tells us how he got out of it. The general circum- 
stances of the history to which it refers will be familiar. The children of 
Israel who remained in Egypt after Uie death of Joseph, increased so rapidly 
as^ to excite the jealotisy of the Egyptian king, insomuch that be dealt subtly 
with them, and ** evil entreated** them ; but the more lie affiioted them, Uio 
more they multiplied and grew, imtU at last, urged on by his own ungovern- 
able passions, and with a heart hardened by the deceitfulness of sin,** he 
issued the savage edict, that every male child should be sacrificed at its birth. 
At this period l^ses was born. For a time — for throe months — ^lie escaped 
this savage decree through the artful concealment of a pious mother. At 
length, however, further concealment became impossible ; it was evident to 
her that her child must fall awictlm even as others, unless, when her strong 
faith should cast her Infant upon the waters, lie should be saved by the inter- 
fering hand of an overruling God. On this bold step she decided. She pre* 
pares for the infant an ark of bulrushes | she lays the cradle in the flags 
which grew by tlie river side : she bids the child’s elder sister stand a UtUe 
way off to watch the issue of this perilous experiment. Ay, brethren, but 
there was One nearer to that child thsm the sister was : He who ** is not far 
from every one of us,” He ** whose eyes are in every plaoe, beholding the evil 
and the g^,” had flxod His pitying gaase on that ark of bulrushes ; He saw 
therein the toure deliverer of tbe Jewirir nation — the blessed type of Him 
who should come to deliver the world. 

The se^Luel of this history you know. The daughter of Hharaoh comw 
down to the brink of the water. Her eyes being caught by fli sight of this 
cradle in the river, she is moved with compassion at the thought of the infant 
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Ives command that it may be taken up, and 
ler own ; and then, as a nurse was needed for 


about to 

consents to a do pt 

*VF* vwu ; *mu wen, as a nurse was needed l 
“ unwittingly led to the selection of the child’s own 

one important reflection. Here is a reflection which 

especially of every 
birth, was designed for moral greatness ; 
youmin one form or another, have been qualified for the 
part w^h he had to smom in the world ; but that which I entreat you to 
Its the agency selected of God to form the future character of Mosea. 

wa« to lay the foundations of religious truth, to 
prmciples, to instil into the infant soul of that 
child such deep love for God, that neitilitr the honours of royalty, nor the 
pleasures of wealth, nor the seductions of a court, nor the reproach of the 
cross, could ever afterwards move him from his purpose. ITiis agency, I say, 
was the teaching of a pious mother. To her, and to her alone, as far as the 
^riptures enable us to judge, was committed the important work of forming 
jhe futpe character of tliis man of God. By the purity of her precepts, by 
‘the liolmess of her example, by the fervour of her prayers, was she so to mould 
the mind of Iier son, that when he came to years he should “ refuse to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,” and “ choose rather to suffer afEUction 
wil^ the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” 

The points to which I desire to direct your attention, in connection with 
this narrative, are, first, the choice of Moses j and, secondly, the principles 
which enabled him to form it. 


1. The choice of Moses is here presented to us under three distinct aspects. 
First, we find him preferring a low estate to princely dignity; he would 
rather be considered a despised Israelite, than be “ called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter.” Then he is represented as preferring suffering with righteous 
men to the society of the ungodly ; he would endure “ affliction” with God’s 
people rather than “ enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” The last aspect 
of his choice which is exhibited to us is, that he preferred “ reproach” with a 
good conscience, to rank and wealth and dignity and ease with a bad one ; he 
estcfcmed the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures of 
Egypt.” 

Now the first feature of Moses* choice to which I desire to direct your 
attention, is his voluntary renunciation of rank, and dignity, and worldly 
office, ijet me observe hexfi that we are not called upon to despise these 
tilings. We are, indeed, taught not to seek for greaUiess ; but still we are not 
told to despise greatness when it is thrust upon us. The providence by 
which Mos^ was thrown into a palace was evidently one beyond his own con- 
tronl. Wi4but consent he had become the heir presumptive to a throne ; 
without his own will he had been surrounded by all the fascinations of an 
Egyptian court ; and, having been from his youth inured to flattery, and 
trained to learning, and qualilied, both by natural and acquired endowments, 
for the discliarge of the future duties of his station, 1 think we should all 
have found a ready justification for Moses if he had chosen to abide in the 
state in which the providence of God had placed him. We should have said, 
* To remain there was but an act of gratitude to his kind benefactress, who had 
snatched him from a watery grave ; to remain there would have given him 
an oppm^unity of employing the influence he had obtained in mitigating the 
sufferings of his people ; to remain there might, if his influence increased, and 
if he should gain the ascendant over the mind of Pharaoh, be the means of 
introducing into an idolatrous court the worship of the true God.’ These 
were all laivful considerations; yet they were despised. 

From the first, it would seem, Moses had resolved U]^ quitting the 
court of Egypt, and renouncing his reputed connection with the family of 
Pharaoh. & determined that he would not conceal his obscure and lowly 
parentage, servants were waiting upon him, and courtiers wete bow- 

ing the knee tdnim, he boldly avowed that he was a child of that despised 
race whom the meanest vassal of the court of Pharaoh thought himself at 
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libex^ to Infiult How this was the tot tiiai of ithe atedlMtietB ol Mosesp 
nr$t to which was to he applied the eiBIcacir of a motlier’s teaching and a 
mother's inrayera. IMde of high births and shame of low birth, sltluni^ in 
tliemsdlTes^ perhape, the most imhedie and ccmtemptibie and selfish u£ human 
wenknesseiy 090* notwithstanding, of all weaknesses the most dhhcnlt to 
subdua Therefore, 1 say, it argo^ a noble superiority to tills form of pre> 
judice when Moses, while yet a yootli, could say,^|iplothe me with»purpie if 
yon wiM, salute me with titles if you will, hold befom me a crown H^u will 
— will bBow of no better ongin than that of a descendant ol those poor 
laboamrs who are daring at yeaader kiln, those who are now beaten by cruel 
taskmostars, those who are called upon to bring their daily tale of bricks : 
these ore my pec^le, t)ic«e arc my tohcr's house.' 

But this attachment to his peo[ile was soon to bo put to a much severer 
test A naked avowal of his connection with the Jews, would have been but 
a poor "proof of love, ile must now shew bis sympathy with them by a 
readiness to suder for them, by a preparedness to cast in his lot with their 
ffdlen fortunes, to stoop breath tlie same afidicting yoke whidi liod bowed 
down his people’s neck. 

Hence, tlie second aspect of the choice of Moses is, his preference of suffijr- 
ing witli tlie people of God to “ the pleasures of sin” in the society of the 
ungodly. The account we have of this, as given in the Old Testament, is 
simply that he went out among his bretliren for tlie purpose of looking ujwn 
their burdens. No intimatiou is given that he was comiielled to bear part 
in their severe labours, but Ins active sympathy with them soon involved him 
in a quarrel which led to the most serious consequences. On one occasion, 
when he had gone out, he interfered to avenge the wrongs of one of his 
countrymen, and in tlie course of tlic strife he tc^k away the life of tlie 
oppressor. This fact soon became known, and being whispered in the ears of 
the jealous princes of Egypt, it became needful that Moses should quit the 
court and go to tlie land o£ Midian. And at this part of the life of Moses, 
brethren, 1 exhort you to notice a noUe insttmc^e of gfdly magnanimity ; I 
exhort you to observe an example of the way in wliicli a God-fearing man 
will breast the lull tide of coining calamity, and accx)mmodatc himself at once 
to altered circumstances of life. 1 note this the more, bretliren, because we 
have had some wrecks of late among our great ones, and each one, as he 
met hU fellow in the Exchange or the Mart, has exclaimed, ** How are the 
mighty fallen I” I ask, whether any one of them have met their change of 
circumstances like Moses ? Behold him in one day reduced from affluence to 
poverty, from dimity U) meanness, from all the battery and honour and 
wealth and attention which he had found in an Egyptian court, to the lowly 
occupation of tending a few bocks of sheep. He might naturMly have re- 
pined; but so tar from repining at his altered circumstaiKwhe liecanie 
attached to his new occu^iation. He remains for forty years in the lowly 
and unobstrusive condition of a shepherd ; and even, when at last, the voice 
imm the burning bush sends him forth to deliver his people, so reluctant does 
lie appear to reassume the reins of greatnoss that he would prefer to remain 
in the wllderaess with his book. 

Now it may be well to note two influencing oonmderations which the apostle 
puts down in the text, as having in some degree determined the choice of 
Moses In this particular. The flrst was, that in the midst of his affliction, and 
sorrow, and exile, he should always have the comfort of knowing that be was 
with the people of God. Theclioice was to be made. Was it fitting that be should 
temain fn the court of Egypt, wliere the name of God was blasphemed, where 
the people of God were spoken against, where the worship of God was super- 
seded b}^ idolatry obered to creatures that crawled on the hanks of the Nile : 
or was It better that he should take up his humble lot with a pious man of 
God, that he should go and be a servant in some place where morning by 
morning he might join in holy, worship, have an opportunity of conversing 
with a holy man, on the mysterious providence which had tought him th^ 
and, while tending his bock in the wilderness, give a few znommts to meditation 
and silent prayer P Oh ! brethren, better is it to be e doorkeeper, a shepherd , 
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a, to tbeiiOBMof God, and to the compan:^ ofOod’e peopte, tbaa to 

dwell in the courts of princes.. 

But the apostle notes another consideration, which appears to haveigifia- 
enced the choice of Moses, and that is, that whatever mig'ht be the pleasures of 
the Egyptian court they were short-lived, they were ‘‘ the pleasures of sin for 
a season.” This is an important consideration for ourselves. Whatever delight 
we may .find in the sooiety of the ungodly, we must rememb^ that on all 
Worldly deFights this supersoription is written—** They are but for a season,”^ 
You may listen to the songs of the thoughtless, you may join in the dance of 
the worldly, you may laugh at the wit of the scomer, you may be a spectator 
at the mimic pastimes of the godless, but remember that for all these things 
conscience will afterwards bring you to judgment. Yes, even in this life, con- 
science will force upon you some painful after-thoughts. You must have 
something to fill up that aching void of spirit, which follows when the music is 
still, the dream vanished, and the thoughtful solitude sits in judgment on 
tlie relics of the finished revel. Ohi brethren, if men could hut realise the 
moral of this one thought, there is in it philosophy enough to “turn**# every 
“siimer” from **the error of his ways,** and every worldly man* from his 
present pursuits. Who would eat the fruit, to know that he should find 
ashes at the core ? Who would taste of the cup, to find that at its bottom 
there w^ the sediment of poison ? And yet, I ask, what is the judg- 
ment which conscience passes upon worldly pleasures, but that they are ashes 
and poison to the'soul ? The pageant, the delusion, the trick of sin must pass 
away, and what then presents itself to the eye of the thoughtful, refiecting 
soul ? Oh ! there is the sight of the broken law, there is the face of the slighted 
Saviour, there is the prospect of the coming reckoning, there is the thought 
tliat the summer is past, the autumn ended, and that we “ are not saved.** 

Nor does the apostle’s remark apply more to the direct pleasures of sin than 
to what are supposed to be the venial delights of the world. Indeed the latter 
would seem to be more cspeciallv pointed at in tlie case of Moses. What he 
had to dread was not so much the commission of direct sin as the evil which 
would accrue to his soul from daily associate \ with the ungodly. Now mark 
this, bretliren. There are professing Christians, in this our day, who think very 
lightly of this form of evil. There are who think hat they can touch pitch 
without lieing defiled } there are, who suppose that they may join in all the fri- 
volities of the world without weakening the tone of their piety, without anv 
dissipation of their holier and better thoughts, without experiencing, on thflor 
return to the closet, any interference with the calm pieasmxs of demotion. I 
say, they tell us so now — will they so say when, in the view of the eternal 
world, they come to put side by side the self-denial of the godly man and those 
worldly “ pleasures’* which are but “for a season ?** 

But a third Ifeature of the choice of Moses was, his preference of reproach to 
riches, of consistency to honours, and of a good conscience to a good fortune, 
lie ** esteemed the reproach of Christ.** Many difi’erent interpretations have 
been given to this expression, wliich, as applied to an Old Testament saint, 
stands almost alone. As usual, however, the more obvious interpretation will 
be found to agree best with the context. The object of the apostle is to show 
the essential oneness of God’s truth through all the dispensations which He 
hath ever given to the world ; to show to those converts Hebrews, that aa> 
“ God manifest in the flesh” Christ had been in all ag^ the life, soul, confix 
fidence, of the believing church. And,thOTefore, that which we here understand 
by “ the reproach of Christ” is anything which a godly man may have en- 
dured, under any dispensation of religion, for the sake of that God in whom 
he lived, and that Saviour for whbSe coming he looked. From Abel, the first 
martyr, down to Stephen, the last, we are to remember that the object of all 
confidence was — the Lamb slain from the feundation of the world.” Ito Him all 
hope centred, from Him all succours were expected to flow, for Him all re- 
proach was to be borne j and, therefore, we speak of Moses as bearii^ “the* 
reproach of Christ,” whenever he rendered services, or endured afflictions, or 
gave up delights, In consequence of his stedfast adherence to the worship^ of 
the true God. Still it is possible that the remark of the apostle may point 
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^ id the^ wiok!^ u httfing broken his heart** Ton will 

vemebiheir tOOi tiiat it is giVm as a iiroof « our {lord's meekness, that ** when 
He was leidhid, He ^hviM not again.** To this particnlsr form of sullMng 
for ednsdenoe* sake the text has special refaenceu Moses, howOTer, could 
have escaped all each siilBsring,and telahied the pieasntee ci Egypt too. But 
he preferred to endure reprmch. Kdther the frowns of the world, nor its 
snides l^reretoJbe put in coropetitioiiwith that calm sense ol iiod's approval, 
and with those tweet delights of oonscienoe, Which tell us, that although now 
we are called upon to bear the cross of Christ before men, hereafter we shall 
wear die crown of Christ in die presence of all holy beings. 

II. But let us come to the seccmd division of our subject, and notice, briefly, 
what it was that cabled Moses to make such a choice as this. ^ By faith/* 
the apostle begins t faith, that mighty spiritual faculty which it had been the 
oh$ect of the entire diapter to exalt, and which he had adduced so many testi- 
monies to show had ever been the means of the believer's conquest over the 
world. Now this faith is the means by which the benodts of Christ’s media- 
tion are Iwou^t into effectual contact with the human soul. But, as applied 
to the case of Moses, it may be sufficient if we glance at it ufider ta^o aspects, 
cpnsideiing it first as it supposes an accurate knowledge of the Divine will, 

next as it supposes an implicit dependence upon the ^vine promises. 

Now, in order to his exercising this fdth, it is clear that Moses must have 
had a knowledge of God, of His law, and His perfecUons-HiDd also of man’s 
fallen estate i he must have known of man’s need of pardon, and of holiness ; 
and he must have known dso that means had been provided of God by which 
lie might become reconciled to a lost and guilty world. Whence could Moses 
have had this knowledge ? By the exercise of Ids natural faculties we are sure 
he could not liave obtained it. “The world by wisdom** never did “know 
God,” and never can know Him. Still less likely is it that he should have been 
tai^t these lessons by those with whom he associated nt the court of Pharaoh, 
seeing that they belonged to a nation which set up as objects of Worship tlie 
most revolting creatures under heaves. We come again, then, to the only 
hdhian teacher that Moses could ever have .had to instruct him in the 
trnth of God, namely, his pious mother. By her, no doubt, he was 
instructed in the mystery of man’s fall, and the appointed method of 
his. recovery through the intervention of a Mediator. We may 
not suppose tliat there would be permitted in the palace of Pharaoh the 
ofihring of daily sacrifices $ but we can well understand how tliis mother in 
Israel would point out to her infant son the standing usage of his nation, 
whereby, from their earliest years, they were taught to see and feel that 
without shedding of blood there could be no remission of human guilt, that 
without faith in a Saviour to come there could be no approach to God. And 
as tile could thus instruct him in the doctrines of religion, so, we may be well 
assured, would she carefully fortify his mind with thm prlndples of practical 
Condnet which should guide him in after life. Can we not imagine the time 
OQtne when this holy woman must take her leave of Moses-rwhen, there 
being uo more use for her hired service^ tiie mim leave her child to the 
seductions of an Egyptian court ? * Wbuld she not say to him then, * Knowest 
thou nbt what mvsterious providence hath tpmght thee hither ^ Once thou 
wert doomed to die, and yon stream was tonave beeh thy sepulchre ; but He 
who is the Lord of death rescued thee from the tyrant’s power, and gave me 
hack my diild. for this it has been that % have ever taught thee in all thy 
ways to’ acknowledge Him, through whose wise and overruling providence 
thou that wert lost art found again, thou that wert dead art alive. And now 
1 am about to leave, and thou wilt have other friends to love and Other 
examples to imitate. Bemember, thou hast the same conscience to follow, the 
same God to trust* Expect not tlibu art about to enter on an easy path. 
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wiU anaU tto on eroy land i luxury will teduae tte, learning 
thee, rin will golicit thee. Do thou, 0 man 
?* ilee these teioptetions. Know that ho unsonctihed enjojnciient omi 
t- h^asuM OT ^ ^ but for a season ; and bitter is the sting 
whi(m: they leave behind* Therefore team to endure hardness, to dioote* 
adversity, to esteem lightly of reproach* Remember that religion’s worst is 
better th^ the wortdTs jbest* The gold of Rgypt will change, its finie gold will 
become dim, but when eveiy other treasure is gone, thou sh^t have a better 
treasu^ in the stnjde and the favour of Ood.’ 

And as we may thus account for tiiat form of the faith of Mo^s which 
enabled him to understand his duty, ao we may well suppose that he would 
grow up in implicit deppidenoe upon those promises Vrhich had been unfolded 
to Ills infant mind, when Abraham was c^ed to leave his home, he obeyed, 
not knowing whither he went ; and so when Moses was compelled to turn 
his back on the land of Egypt, he also trusted in the directing power of God. 
He went to Midian ; and there, we are told, he sat down by a well Oh ! 
what would be his thoughts as be sat there ? He would think of his mother. 
God’s past love to his soul would be the ground of his faith and encourage- 
ment. ‘ What I’ he would say, * hath God delivered me from the wat^s, 
hath He snatched me from the hands of a tyrant, hath He rescued' me :l^m 
a cruel and ungrateful nation, and will Ho forsake me now? No; **thcf 
Lord will provi<k how I know not ; where 1 know not ; but 1 have learnt to 
endure persecutpi, as seeing Him who is invisible”—! liave an eye to tlie 
recompence of the reward.” ’ 

And this, 1 would observe, is the last inhucncing consideration which 
appears to have operated upon the choice of Moses— namely^ that he still 
looked forward to that recompcnce wliich awaits the persecuted people of God 
when they come to heaven. You know, brethren, in what sense the term 
“ reward” is ever used in Scripture. You will not mistake it for the price of 
labour ; you will not look upon it as a compensation for suffering endured ; 
you will not suppose that it is in the form of an equivalent for any poor obe- 
dience rendered by you. No ; the term is used in merciful condescension to 
us, as giving us a motive to holy perseverance. It is a graciohs form of 
encouragement invented by the Father of our spirits to stimulate our efforts, 
to comfort us in suffering, to refresh us when we are weary, and to support 
us when we are faint. To this end it is, that God is graciously pleased to give 
us glimpses of the invisible world. Through a glass darkly,” the persecuted 
and suffering Christian is allowed to see shadows of the uncreated glory. He 
is led by faith into a world where he shall neither fall nor falter again, where 
sin is not known, where sorrow is not felt, where spiritual graces never lan- 
guish, where he can never die, where the presence of God and of the Lamb 
creat^ an everlasting brightness^ and where he is assured of an everlasting 
“ recompence of reward.” 

Such, brethren, is the choice of Moses ; and such are a few of the considera- 
tions by which he* was induced to make it. 

One word only, in conclusion. Think you that Moses now repots his 
choice ? Is he sorry that he gave- up " the treasures of Egypt ?” Does he 
repine at the lost dignity of being c^ed “ the son of Pharaoh’s daughter ?” 
Is he grieved that he cast in his sufiering lot with God’s people? Is he a 
loser by any or by all of th^ earthly sacrifices which he made ? You one and 
all answeTt * No.* Consddi^ well approves the choice of Moses. We now put 
a question to you. If you onearth approve the choice of Moses, ^does Moses in 
Heaven noi^pprove of yours ? If not, go home and ask the hdp of God’a 
Sidrit this night to enameyou to make a new, a happy, a better, a moreenduiv 
ing choice* Choose now ; choose whilst time opportunity are riven you to 
olmose^ , before ** the evil days come.” Choose to come out of Bg^pt, and 
he not ” partaker of her plagues.” Yes, choose while the Father calls, wh41e 
the Spirit pleads, while Christ holds out to you the etem^ “ reoompeni^eof 
rewfura choose ye ttiat better part which shall not he tsken from you. 
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IJECTURE XU. 

C«>9fl»A8SioK is » feeling excited by the misedes of ottiewt, fromptiog to 
their relief, and p^tiiied by rescuing its dejects frt«n suffering. But therf‘ ar<‘ 
other feelings which may prevent its exeroiso. Thus, if the pain endured be a 
panihhinent, justice keeps compassion in check ; or if it be from a salutary 
dpemtien, though you may Jed like children, you do not ort like children. 

it may be a chastisement ; and then although to be unmoved by the distress 
would be a revolting character, yet the character is heightelK if compassion 
be brought under controul to a regard for the higher interest of the suflbrer. 
A man without compassipn we regard in the same light as an e^il spirit ^ but 
it does not follow that we should admire him alone who has the instinct 
without the intelligence. 

There is no agony that draws forth more compassion than hunger. It is 
not in natuil^ to witnstand it There may be the suspicion of imposture ; and 
little do the i^oor know how they are i]\)ured by those who practise it. But, 
apart from this, there is no standing out against the claims of hunger. If the 
law were to prescribe it as a punishment, it could not be carried into effect, for 
want of agents. The poorest would rise in rebellion ; and the law would bo 
defeated us it ought to be, by the compastion of others. 

Nothing is clearer than the duty of Christ's disciples to follow out this 
feeling of compassion. It is a higiiler virtue still, that, instead of waiting till 
miMry is presented, goes in search of it ;^not only eoMentu but offers to 
relieve: — not only ob^ but orimnates pious of relief. Now we want a plan 
to relieve the preamt distress, and prevent tho future. We set before us the 
suffering which u, or which is to be; and in both, compassion has its 


Mi 


as the heart. It may slacken the preventives of suffering; it may 
separate the rich more widely from the poor ; it may attfle instead of softening 
the feelings; and may divert the stream into a pit which isfoottomfess; — 
stopping up all the rills which refresh society. There may be i> man who 
pantakes in all the sympathies of our nature, and yet is so satisfied of 
there being a sufficient relief Ibr the distress, that he deprecates legal and 
muffirij^l mterference. He is not hostile to commerce^ though he advocates 
Free llWde.^ He is not hostile to benevolence, though he deprecates its being 
into a statue/ by the hand of le^lalion. Ne may he wrong ; but it is 
not his heart, but his understanding that is in fauE. If he be eharg^ with 
iSsensHtility beoause he does not mce the system, it is a calumny. JSe only 
reriste the eneroachments of ** the wisdom of men** m “ the wisdcjpir of Qod.* t 
But the toreh of trufli is often exchanged for the firebrand of ^cord ; and 
ar^mstit degenerates into recrimination. Eril is then called good ; $ and men 
al*o charged wiith being enemies to benevolenee, who have ehdeavouted to clear 
away aU its entanglements. 

* For a Note (F.) on this sut^feiot, Which now e«of tos so much interest, see the Appendix 
•to Pr. Chalmers's ** Potftical Economy,** Page 617 « or Volume 90 of his works. Page 97. 
t 1 Corinthiaiis il 5 and 7 

} ♦* Woe unto them that call evil good ’* — Isaiah v 20 
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Aoa called His disciples unto Him, and said—* I hare oompassicite 
on the multitude ; because they continue with Me now thtee days and hare 
nothing to eat,* ** (Matthew xv. 32.) The people were in a solitary place, 
and wero overtaken with hunger. We learn the effect of their suffering On 
the Saviour, With respect to the origin of thail suffering, there thight have 
been culpable want of fores^ht, in abandoning their work &om curiosity, of in 
expectauon of a imra<^ So matter ! Here is the multitude in distress ; it is 
the topic and the terror of ,aU ; and the cries of famishing children give 
authentm signs of nature in extremity. Hid it suggest to our Saviour, any 
calculation of causes and consequences ? None that we hear of. Did He think 
of their past conduct, or their future unbelief ? Did He make any distinction ; 
or did any scieime interfere in the distribution ? No! He felt the urgency of 
the call ; and, without delay or discrimination, He provided food for all. 

So may, it be in the present day. Sudden distress may occur ; we may feel 
as Ho felt ; and, as far as possible, we should act as He acted. If it were pos- 
sible to single out the deserving from the rest ; to know, as He did, tlm whole 
extent of the mischief ; to draw it forth ; and, by pouring a flood of eopious- 
ness on the epidemic plague, to crush it altogether ; if some fragments were 
left after all were satisfied ; — if it were possible to do this, without injury to 
others, then lot the charities of all be gathered into one mass, in order to ^eep 
away the destitution. But if this be not possible, it does not follow, that, be- 
cause the wisdom of man has failed, the law of God should fail. Compassion is 
s^ll His unrepe|led law in the human breast ; and though his plans may have 
fmled, he will not “lay hold on eternal life** (1 Timothy vi. 12.), unless he keeps 
his firm hold upon princi^des, one of whiqh is compassion. The very ^existence 
of distress, without refilreiice to its cause, is (as in the example of the Saviour) 
a claim on our exertion. 

Private benevolence is much better than a public plan. If the latter bo 
found eflectual, the compassionate man does not hinder it ; he only stimulates 
it more urgently. But if it be not effectual, it is not his fault : he can only 
regret it This regret will be lessened, however, if he find that relief lies not in 
human wmlom, but in human obedience ; and that, if not meddled with by legis- 
lation, Nature so works in the breasts of all, that none would be left to perish 
in tlie sight of others. It is quite a mistake to suppose the latter must first be 
converted. Compassion does ,not depend on Christianity, though stimulated by 
it. Apart from Christianity, persons in distress arc better off without a Poor 
Hate than with it ; but. if the lights of the Gospel be added, they raise the 
barrier of a moral impossibility against starvation. The problem owes its dif- 
ficulty to the ambition of men, in meddling with things too high for them. If 
they would leave Nature and Christianity to their own resources, they would 
do for the cause of philauthrophy, what parliament does for tho interests of 
trade, when it repeals all restrictions, and withdraws the hand that was meant 
to help, but only embarasses. All our schemes but impede a better mechanism. 
More IS done by each taking his separate path among the poor, than by all the 
plans and parade of legislation. As Christians are multiplied the m^s of 
poverty will be broken up ; and it is better to leave them to * devise liberal 
things” (Isaiah xxxii. 8.), and “whatsoever” our “hand flndeth to do,” to “do 
it with’* our “ might I” (Ecclesiastes ix. 10.) , 

** When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there,* neither His dis- 
ciples, they also took shipping, and came to Caperaaum, seeking for Jesus. 
And when they had found Him — they, said unto Him — ‘ Babbi, when earnest 
Thou hither ?’ j Jesus answered them, and said— * Ye seek Me, not because ye 
saw the miracles, but because ye eat of the loaves, and fiU^ 
labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
upto everlasting life.** (John vi. 24 — ^27). Two miracles had been performed; 
but now the people began to count upon them. Here no miracle is r^rded ; 
and it is likSy that noq| was performed. On the two former occasions, tho 
disciples did not expec* a miracle, and still less couM others. But when, 
instead of l^ing overtaken hunger, the people went in search of it, mark 

^ M tho side of the Lake of Tiberias, opposite to that on which Capernanm was built, 
t He had crossed the Lake in the night, partly walking on the water. 
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haw the Saviour^ eye diso^nted the dawn of their sordid expeotation, and im- 
mediateljr repressed it. In His iniiid there was room for compassion and for 
calculation too ; and that may comfort those who are charged with want of 
compassion, because they can ^enlate as well as feel. Much may be gathered 
from the way in which our j^aviour at one time relieved the necessity of the 
people, and at another ohed^ed their expectatiozu He could have given food 
to the destitute, as e^y as health to the diseased ; and the question is, why 
He was so sparing in the one, and so unfhiling in the other. ** But Jesus 
withdrew Himself— and great miiltitudes followed Hun i and He healed tJiem, 
aU,** (Matthew xii. 15.) He never imposed a' check on the diseased, as He did 
on those who were following Him iorfhotL It is not known that over He sent 
away unrelieved a petitioner fbr health ; or that He relieved hunger more than 
twice. Here we find Him withdrawing Himself. His beneficent course had the 
effect of a great public charity. The eye observation was upon ilim ; and 
what would have been the result to the people, if they had felt assured, that all 
who followed Him, would be fed by Him ? It would have disturbed Die whole 
consDtillion of Jewish society, and marred the success of His enterprise. He 
cai^e to lead men into the path to heaven ; but self-denial is essential to that 
path. “ GodHnees*^ turned mto **gfun’V ceases to be ** g^odliness.** (I Timothy 
vi. 5.) . His object was to efiect, in His disciples, the triumph of the spirit over 
sense. Had He mulDplied , loaves without measure. He would only have 
deepened and confirmed the debasement pf nature, and graven more deeply 
selfishness and sensuality on the cluwacter of our species. ^ e 

l^e lesson to be learned from the Saviouris example', is, not that every pri- 
vate imfividual should withhcM his han^ but that every public body should 
turn its attention to the notoriety in which it resembled Ilim. It is a duty to 
h^ve oompasrion in Die heart for distress i but not to enter into a plan, w hich 
increases the poverty H pretends to relieve. 
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ofSSy Writ^®™ which is given to us in the hook 

th^^Z’ *r *’’® ®”* place, we would observe that so far as the chronology (for 
principal difficnlty,) of Moses is concerned, we must either 
that chronology just as we find it, or we must lay aside our belief in the 
altogether. In other words, if we feel ourselves at liberty to reject tlie 
. Moses, we may on the very same grounds feel ourselves at 
UDerty to reject the history ^so : if we lay aside the one, we must inevita- 
Wy lay aside the other j and for this simple reason, that the chronology of 
Moses 18 80 perfectly clear, that it is absolutely imiiossible to misunderstand 
It, and that the discrepancies which are from time to time observed, are so 
accurately accounted for, and the labours of chronologists of various periods 
have been applied with so much successful research to them, that there 
^mains no other ground upon which we can object to it, than this, namely, that 
Moses was not inspired, and that consequently the authoritiy of Moses is not 
to be received as giving to us the Divine Word. 

Then we are to choose between these two things. Either we must take the 
book of Moses witli its chronology, as we find it, rectifying that chronology 
from time to time, in accordance with the system on which it is written ; or# 
we must admit that Moses has no -right to come to us with a Divine antho- 
Hty, and we roust lay aside, therefore, all the supiiort and all the sanction which 
Christianity derives from liis works. Now we cannot for a moment doubt 
that the writings of the Jewish lawgiver are of Divine authority. We have 
already seen that they are so, not only on account of their being received as 
such by the Jews, who were well able to distinguish that which was Divine from 
that which was human, but also through that which to us must be of still ^ater 
weight, namely, that they have been confirmed by the authority of Christ our 
Dord. We have, then, on these grounds, no diflaculty whatever in taking the 
l>ooks of Moses, and the clironology of Moses, and accepting them as bringing 
to us the records of Divine truth. But, at the same time, we are not at liberty 
to deny facts, presented by those whose word and judgment we cannot 
dispute, and who can have no other motive in the investigation of them, than 
that of arriving at the truth. It will be, therefore, a great support to us in 
our putting together the grounds of our Christian faith, if we are able to show 
that the discoveries of good and wise men, men having no other object than 
the promotion of science, and the investigation of truth, are not contrary to, 

tub pulpit, VOL. 52. — NO. 1,378. -^DBGEUBISII 23, 1847. 2 N 
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bttt do raUier corroborate and support the records of Moses. Then we shuU 
have the authority both of human science, and of God’s inspiration to the 
same fact, and we shall find one additional argument in support of that great 
theory, t^t truth is ever tlie same, that it will Over i)re8ent to us the same 
facts, and that lead us in the same direction. 

Now when men first began to investigate the nature of thoiglobe on which 
they lived, and to look at in the light of modern science, they were soon led 
to see, that according to the appearances which existed among its component 
parts at that time, and which we have no reason to believe have for ages 
sufi^red any considerable change, a much longer period must have elapsed for 
the settling down or accommodating of certain strata which they observed in 
the earth, than that proved to be given to it by the ordinary modes of inter- 
preting the records of Moses. For if, as^ it was generally understood, the days 
in which the works of creation were finished, were seven days equal in length 
to the days which we now have, and at the expiration of tliat peri}o^)f seven 
days, men began to live on the earth just in the same manner and fleording 
to the same laws as they do now, making a small allowance for the possible 
period of time during wliich man remained in a state of innocence, then it might 
be said that rather more than six thousand years and six days, (which latter 
portion of time, small as it is, must betaken into the account,) had elapsed since 
God had called all things out of nothing by “the Word of Ilis power," since He 
had made the heavens and the earth, and all the bust of them. It wiis soon 
perceived that such a period of time was altogether inconsistent with the state 
of the terraqueous globe ; and if it can be shown, as unquestionably it can, by 
the ^searches, of science, that there are strata in the very body of the globe 
itself, wliich must have taken far more than those six thousand years and six 
days, (we mention the six days, merely because we would add them to the six 
thousand years, more or less, for which according to various modes of compu- 
tation the world has subsisted) — if, we say, there are stratnrin the body of the 
earth which are absolutely incompatible with so short a period ot duration as 
this, what must be said to the discoveries of astronomy which we have 
pointed out to you already, relative to the worlds and systems, the light from 
'which must have taken at least two hundred millions of years before it could 
have reached that glolie in which we are now residing ? So that great as is 
the space of time which, as geologists tell us, has been occupied by tlie deposi- 
tion of the strata in the body of the earth, it sinks into positive insignificance, 
when compared with those enormous periods, with which astronomy makes 
us familiar, and which come to us on still better authority, because capable 
of more mathematical prcxif than that which w*e derive from geological facts. 

Here, then, we find ourselves upon the horns of a dilemma. We find 
the fact giving in a manner that cannot be misunderstood, and which 
we cannot deny, a certain scries of circumstances : we find, on the other 
hand, that according to the ordinary mode of interpreting the records of 
Moses, those reoords give us a history not only discordant with, but contra- 
dictory thereto. It is as though we found somewhat in Scripture denying 
the fact of man’s mortality^ telling ua Shat two and two do not make four, or 
ssotnething equally contrary to what we know to bo the existing order of nature. 
There remains, therefore, but one mode of reconciling the discr^ancies and 
of obviating the difficulty, namely, to remember that a man whfie mind was 
inspired, though he was not commissioned to reveal all that could be possibly 
told concerning the formation of the world, certainly was not commissioned 
to say anything contrary to the fact, nor could it be believed for a moment 
that he did so*, and we must, therefore, lay our account that we have 
erred in our interpretation of the wo^ds of Moses and that if they were 
carefully and closely investigated th^ will be discovered to contain nothing 
contrary to any truth, either now known, or at any future time to be esta- 
blished the researches of scientific students. 

'Wlwn, therefore, the works of Moses were again examined with a view to 
find out where this discrepancy existed, and in what respect they had been 
misunderstood, it was very speedily observed, that there appeared to be two 
distinct periods of time, one pointed out in the words “In the beginning,” and 
another in the six days in which the works of creation are said to have been 
finished. For as it is said, “ In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth,” it might be believed, that at some period vastly anterior to 
that from which we generally date the creation, God called the materials 
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'jorld WM formed Into exlstence-that during, peradventure, 
‘I**® 8l®*>e. formed thus in a chLtic state, wm 
it" »e«lfo? itself so as to take the in 

1 . « ^ find it, and that when this primary work of creation was 

somewhat of the aspect under which 
went present see God then t>copled it witli those beings which we find 
therein, and prepared it for the use of man. ' ^ 

<^^^8 appeared at first to afford an easy solution, of *the 
difficulty and to enable philosophers to give many ages, and thousands 
m ages, or milhons of ages if it should be requisite, for the formation 
ot the globe itself, it was soon found that it did not entirely meet the 
exi^cies of the case ; for as men investigated the strata concerning 
which we speak, and which strata must have taken so many centuries 
to become what they were, they discovered also in those strata the remains 
of extm|t animals ; and they found those remains in such vast quantities 
and unv such very peculiar circumstances as to lead them to believe that 
one class of animals had existed at one time, that another class at ano- 
ther period of the world had succeeded to them, and another at a still 
subsequent aira to them, presenting various forms of organic life more or 
less perfect as they were more or less advanced in the animals of crea- 
tion. And thus it became necessary to extend this long duration of time not 
only to the age during which these depositions were actually being 
formed, but after that aara and when the earth was qualified to be the 
abode of manifold animals ; and this must have gone on age after age 
during which those depositions were made where at this present time we 
find their remains. Thus, then, it was necessary not only that there should 
be a vast space of time before the work of the six days, but also that there 
should be long subsequent periods during which particular kinds of animals 
should, as it were, have the whole globe to themselves. i|lt was therefore, 
Btoted that we must. find some means of lengthening out the six days of crea- 
tion — ^it was not sufficient to find a long space of time anterior, but that the 
days themselves must be by some process enabled to reach this new condition 
and to give place for this new discovery. And fortunately for those who were 
theorising upon the subject, there was a passage found which seemed exceed- 
ingly well adapted for thei%purpo8e ; that “ one day was with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day and as, moreover, there 
existed a very ancient tradition that it took six thousand years to create the 
world, so they declared that those days of creation were periods of a thousand 
years, and that each day therefore might be fairly reckoned long enough for 
the work done in it. And they added that there was another reason why this 
interpretation might be fixed upon it, in that we are not told of the creation of 
the sun and the moon until the fourth day ; and consequently as the revolution 
of the earth around her axis, presenting alternately one side and the other ta 
the sun, causeth the day and the night, there could* previously to the existence 
of the sun be no such measure of day and night as we now have, and that there- 
fore the day and the night not being thus pr^uced, the days might be extended 
to any length that the circumstances of the case required — that there was no 
absolute ne^sity that they should be periods of twenty-four hoiurs, ay, or of 
twenty-foufthousand years, if so .long a period was needful, in order to accom- 
plish all that which was done therein. , 


But even then, there were still difficulties found in the way ; for if the 
earth were caused to revolve on her axis only on the fourth day, or if or* 
the fourth day only, the sun and the moon were called into existence, 
while the world in which we live, a small and apparently insignificant part 
of the system, was created on the first, there appears an argument which 
becomes the greater the more we contemplate it, against the truth of the 
records of Moses, which neither astronomy nor geology can help us to over- 
come. There was an a priori probability that the more important parts of 
the system would be created first, and it was absolutely impossible to believe 
that that which is of itself so smhll and dependent could be first created, 
and that that upon which the whole depends, should not be created until a con- 
siderable peridd afterwards, a period increasing in length, and consequently 
increasing the difficulties of the caise in proportion as the earlier days fire 
lengthened out to meet the exigencies of another theory. It was soon, there<^ 
fore, found necessary to give up this notion also, and it was next contended that 
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though theflo periods called days, might be theoretically lengthened out for 
Jihe purposes many hypothetical transaction, some other period must be found 
"to admit the sun, the centra of the system, to take its proper place in creation ; 
a period was requir^ corrasponding with that at which the world was 
formed, coeral with it in point of time, or if there were any diiTerence, it 
demanded that the most important portion of the system, and that upon which 
the. world, and not the world only, but other globes depended, should be first 
cidled into existence. 

These, then, were the difficulties, and these were but a small part of the dif- 
ficulties^ by which those who attempted in earlier days to reconcile geological 
and astronomical discoveries with the records of Moses were met, when they 
addressed themselyes to their task. But it must be distinctly understood that 
apparently insuperable as some of these difficulties are, we by no means give 
them up; and this for two i%asons. First, we cannot believe that the 
records of Moses are positively inspired, without, at the same tin^ believ- 
ing, that they must necessarily be true. Next, we say, that theVsest of 
those who have yet made geology their study have confined themselves to 
the collecting of facts, and have abstained from largely theorising upon their 
discoveries. Indeed one of the lights of geology in the present day has 
declared (a declaration, I believe, formed on careful investigation) that 
geolo^ being as yet in its infancy it is absolutely impossible for us to com- 
pare it with tjiat which is perfectly matured. When wo have j^logy in the 
Same condition as revelation, when we have all the facts laid before us and are 
competent to deduce some accurate and perfect theory therefrom, then it will 
be right for us to take the theory and the facts together, the entire system 
of .the one, and compare it with the entire system of the other, and then we 
shall be somewhat in a position to ascertain whether they coincide or not. 
But to compare that which is revealed by the wisdom of God with that which 
is not half discoviired by the wisdom of man, is evidently putting the wisdom 
of man to a test to wliich it ought cot to be subjected ; it is putting it in a posi- 
tion in which, even were man far wiser and far more able to investigate the 
truth than he is, it would have no right to be placed ; and consequently it is 
equally unfair to the philosopher and to the believer thus to place the imper* 
fe^ and the perfect in comparison, and thus to attempt to extract a coincidence 
when the materials from which the ooincldence is4o be extracted are not fully 
laid before us. 

But yet, while we claim this as a ground of reserve, and therefore protest 
against any attempt cither to oves^throw, the one or to throw discredit on the 
other, because we cannot moke them coincide, for we most be certain that 
whatever God declares by His works Ho will not contradict by His Word, 
and that whatever He hath dedared in His Word He will not contradict 
by His works ; while, therefore, we paotest against any attempt to overthrow 
either the facts of science or the declarations of revelation, because we cannot 
at all times make them to be in apparent unison one with the o^her, wo do, 
we apprehend, perceive, that in proportion as we make further reraarclies, on 
the one hand, and in proportion, on the other, as we more carefully 'investigate 
the inspired records, the difficulties do perceptibly ffimiuish, and we find them 
^ diminishing in such a ratio as to give us reason to believe that before very 
long we shall be able thoroughly to understand how that the wolds of Moses 
are giving us the absolute and liter^ trutli, and that if rightly understood they 
are, and will be found to be, in coincidence with all that the wisest of men 
mave ever by means of scientific research investigated for themselves. 

But there is one theory so remarkable in its character, that it is impossible 
to leave it without notice, more especiallv as it has at least as strong grounds 
to support it as any of those which we have already given you, and at the 
same time it proceeds from one who set out with the determination that 
whatever else gave way, be would, on no acoount, give up the authority 
of Hoses; While, then, he investigated carefully that which Moses had 
declared, he set out, ’ by taking up tbe belief, that the works of Moses 
bein^ inspired by the wisdom of God must necessarily lay before us the 
truth of God. He entertained the theory that very vast periods of time 
have elapsed during vihich the world was not inhabited by our present 
^raoe of men — ^that many thon^ds of years must have occupied, 

by the gradual dispositions of those strata which we find in the earth, 
and protobly many thousands of years, during which those animals, whose 
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reo3aio8 wo find in those strata were In existence — that Tarious classes 
o£ animals p^sed away series by series and just as we find them, and that 
cons^uently instead of taking the six thousand years more or less, and 
the six days, we must be content to take with the astronomer and with the 
geologist thousands and millions and perhaps hundreds of millions of years 
for the work of creation. While he admits that the facts of science 
require all tliis, he goes on to say that he sees no inconsistency at all between 
this tlieory and the circumstances related to us in the books of Moses ; and 
he observes, in the first place, that while we take every advantage of the 
^ notion, that the words ** in the beginning God created the heavens and the 
' earth,** may be taken by themselves, and that they give us a long period of 
time concerning which nothing is said, and during which the Almighty may 
have been carrying on His work ; yet, that this not being sufficient for 
the purpose of any theory and not holding out with regard to the works of 
creatior^themselves subsequently mentioned, we must understand that there 
are twolnstinct periods of creation spoken of in the^r^^ and second chapters of 
Genesis. He states that the history of the first period commences with the first 
chapter, that God “ in the beginning created the heavens and the earth,” and 
goes on through the whole work of creation as given to us in the six days, 
and at last concludes with the words, “ And God blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it, because that in it He had rested from all His work which God 
created and made.” In this we find the narrative of the creation of man. 
On the sixth day “ God created man in His own image, in the image of God 
created He him ; male and female created He them.** Furthennore, we may 
believe that they did increase and multiply according to God’s command, 
“ And God blessed them, and God said mito them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it ; and have dominioit over the fish of 
tho sea, ane over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the eatrh.” Then, subsequently, he finds another liistory of creation, 
beginning with these words, “ These are the generations of the heavens and 
of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the 
earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, 
and every herb of thefield before it grew : for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.*’ He 
observes that this is not consistent with the ordinary mode of interpreting the 
previous ^rt ; for wc are told that there was not a man to till tl^ earth, 
whereas in the previous narrative, we have not only been tolm of the 
creation of man, but have also been told of the command given to him 
to “ be fruitful and multiply,” In the preceding part, moreover, we have 
the history of the creation of the sun and the moon, under circumstances 
presenting very great difficulty of comprehension, whereas reading that 
entirely as a prior creation and with which now we have nothing at 
all to do, we may argue that if the words which we have just read com- 
mence the history of an entirely new creation, in which we ourselves have a 
part, then the difficulties which have hitherto been found insuperable are all 
removed ; for tbeti a space of time extending to any length which thq circum- 
stances of the case require is already given for the previous stages in which 
the world existed, and also for previous races of men. And it is to be* 
observed thit this theory is corroborated by all ancient traditions, and that 
besides this there are many dependent circumstances which are perfectly 
consistent with the condition in which at present we find mankind, and 
inconsistent with any other. The astronomical objections at once vanislll 
—for the periods required are given under the history of former^ creations % 
and the formation of the sun and the moon, and the season at which it took 
place, have no more anything to do in the way of objection ; but all here 
being prepared, as we find it, for the existence of man, and yet at the same 
time hints being given to us of a previous creation, the facts of science, on the 
one hmi^ and the declarations of revealed truth, on the other, maybe shown tend 
to the same point. Moses tells us of an earlier creation, in the narrative of 
the six days ; the investigations of science point to what was done in those 
periods, under whatever bead we may class them, and whatever length of 
time wc may assign to them. And we proceed, ther^ore, to take up the work 
of creation in its present state, when God created our forefather, and placed 
him in the garden of Paradise. 

Now without contending at present for the* entire truth of this the^^, there 
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are many things In favour of it. Those who have given an attentive exami- 
nation to the hrst and second chapters of Genesis will find, (and this is a 
matter of great importance to remember,) that if the ** six days” of creation 
specified in the first chapter are the wluAe of the days of creation, so that in 
the course of these six days God created all that He had to create and make, 
and rested therefrom, so that at no period subsequently did He again under- 
take the work of creation, then there is a marvellous omission, only to be 
BuppUed by the subsequent account ; for we find afterwards God declaring 
it ** not for man to be alone and that God took from Adam a rib, and 
made of it a woman, and brought her unto him ; and thus made human 
nature in Adam complete, and finished the work of creation — enabling him 
whom He had created in His own image to ** be fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it.” This makes no part of the “ six days” 
of creation, but took place subsequently tliereto — ^a coincidence with tho 
theory to which we have just alluded, very striking — which shows that nar- 
rative to be perfectly compatible with the hypot&sis, and that iuwact the 
inconsistency only exists in our own misconception. 

Let it be observed, too, that there are not a few difficulties thrown in our way 
by chronology ; for while we have the chronology of Moses perfectly clear and 
intelligible, and so intelligible, as we have already said, that we must either ac- 
cept the chronology or deny the authority of the book, still we know tliat there 
are many oriental systems of chronology which appear to have been calculated 
with very great accuracy and to have been very closely and scientifically in- 
vestigate which while they tally in many important {loints with that of 
Moses, do not in all. ior instance, there is the Hindoo chronology which 
re^ffits from astronomical observations, made by men far more competent to 
decide than any^f the Hindoos of the present time, insomuch so that these 
moderns cannot understand or verify them. We find those very observations 
tracing up astronomical phenomena to a far remoter period than that assigned 
by Moses to the creation of the world. But then this may be accounted 
for by their haying made what ma^r be called back reckonings ; for where they 
speak of an eclipse of the sun, for instance, taking place at a particular period, 
and that period more distant tlian the. creation of the world according to the 
Mosaic acepunt, then if we carefully compute the position of the heavenly bo- 
dies at that period, providing they had Iton in existence, or that. the present 
race of Jl^en had b^n in existence to observe them, we sliall find that that 
eclipse would certainly have taken place. But as we are unable to admit this 
chronology, and must take the chronology of Moses as we do, and believe that 
the race of Adam was not in existence at that time, and as no relics of any 
others have come down to us, we must perceive that whatever has been done, 
by human ingenuity has been done by the descendants of our forefather Adam 
and that consequently those computations must have been made in the way 
that we ourselves have verified them, by calculating what would have been the 
position of the heavenly bodies at the time when an eclipse or other celestial 
phenomenon is said to have taken place. 

And to a certain extent the same is the case with regard to the Chinese 
chronology. This extends many thousand years past that of Moses ; and, in- 
dee^ they have reckoned the foundation of the Cleese empire to be far more 
ancient than Moses makes the foundation of the world itself. We allude to 
these things at present only to shew the great idea that men have had of the 
^portance of antiquity, and that thpy have been pleased to go back to far 
(beater periods than that which the inspired Word of God gives to us as the 
period of the creation of the world : and as there were traditions (and we must 
not lose sight of thsXwhole^ of which tradition is only a part,) existing, probably, 
among the antediluvians themselves, and certainly existing very shortly after 
the flood, concerning races of men in existence before Adorn, bo we may 
believe that there is ground fpr that theory which we have laid before you ; 
and if it shall be found that many of the difficulties which science apparently 
presents in theway of the reception of Divine truth are thereby obviated, it is 
then satisfactory so far as this — ^that if we can find out one way in whicli we can 
reconcile the word in revelation and the work in creation, the wisdom of 
may doubtless, point out many others. If we, however, con shew that there is 
one way of r^noillng them, and that in the works of scientific inv^tigation 
on the one side, and in the truth of inspiration on the other, the difficulties 
nwy be obviated, ive maintaiu that the time is not spent in vain — there is pro- 
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bably, at all events, some truth In the theory thus enunciated, and it is unques- 
tionably deserving of our most serious consideration. 

But every geological difficulty does not amount to a mere question of time : 
and it may be said to us — ‘ If there were races of men existing, not a few but 
many in succession, so as to give us some reason for believing in those hundreds 
of millions of years concerning which we spoke ^vben calculating astronomical 
distances, what became of them? If they were created for the glory of God 
did they live to His glory, or were they like ourselves subject to sin and iutirmity ? 
We reply that concerning this subject, at all events, inasmuch as the very exist- 
ence of such race is conjectural with us, dependent upon out interpretation 
of the first chapters of Oenesis, we certainly have no right to venture even a 
theory. But thus much we may observe, that no relics of them have corac down 
to our time. If to certain stages of creation, we refer the vast quantity of fossil 
remains which have reached us and which have so interestingly occupied the 
attention^ of philosophers, if those fossil remains belong to the ages to 
which we refer them, and we find no remains of men handed down together 
therewith, and having every reason to believe that had men existed at that 
time and been subject to death, their fossil remains would have followed the 
same rule with others, and that we should have found the skeletons of human 
beings in the same condition that we find the remains of birds, and beasts, and 
fishes, and insects, and reptiles, we may perhaps he permitted either to 
infer that men did not then exist, or that if they did exist they were not 'sub- 
ject to the same fate, and this for the very simple reason that we have no 
relics of them remaining. They may have been transported to other worlds, if 
such there were ; they may have b^n in a state of probation for a time, and 
when that state of probation had been fulfilled, they may have been removed 
to a nearer station to the Almighty’s throne. We may have many ways of in- 
terpreting and accounting for their non-appearance. We have no revelation 
at all concerning them, not even of their very existence, unless we understand 
the first chapter of the book of Genesis to refer thereto. 

But there is one fact which is very important. We are accustomed to con- 
sider that as death came into the world by the sin of man, and as death ** pas- 
sed upon all men, for that all have sinned,” there would have been no death 
throughout creation had not man sinned. And there has been a theory 
derived therefrom, that animals have souls, and that eternity of being has been 
given to them, inasmuch as had it not been for the sin of man, death would not 
have entered into the world, and therefore those inferior animals who now suffer 
the pain of death may be said to sufier that penalty through man’s trans- 
gression, and as through man’s transgression they are sharers in man’s 
fate, it is but reasonable in accordance with what we know of the bounty of 
God to suppose that they also shall have some share given to them of man’s 
happiness hereafter. This however appears to be altogether overthrown by 
those very discoveries to v'hich we have referred j for we see that there have 
been existing, not here an animal, and there a bird, and there a reptile, hut 
whole crowds and nations of these beings, subjected to death. Death 
swept them away by thousands and tens of tliousands at once, and it is clekr 
therefore that death existed in the world, according to those discoveries, long 
before the period of AdanCs existence, and consequently could not have been 
introduced among the inferior orders as the result of AdxxnCs transgression. 

If, therefore, we are to take these as facts (and it is impossible for us to deny 
them) we are induced to believe that death, so far at least as the inferior animals,^ 
are eoncerned, is a condition of creation with which the sin of Adam had nothmg 
to do. This may lead us to still further deductions concerning the place which 
those inferior animals do occupy in the Divine economy. It may lead us also, 
more especially taken in connexion with the singular fact that no human fossil 
remains have been discovered among the fossils of the lower animals, by 
parity of reasoning to arrive at some conclusion concerning that state in which 
if there have been men existing before, those men may have been placed. 
They may have been transplanted and translated, as some have since been, so 
that without tasting of death they may have been removed to the presence of 
the liord. And, indeed, may it not have been with the idea, among many 
other good reasons, of familiarizing our minds to some tiling like thu, that we 
have those two instances which we do find of men who have passed away 
from this world without suflering the pains ^of death ? For we have two 
expiessly recorded. “Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God 
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took him.*’ And the very manner of the translation of Elijah is circumstan- 
tially given. The horses and chariot of lire which carried him away from the 
vision of men, took him likewise, without passing through death, to the pre- 
sence of the Lord. If, then, these men passed away under such circumstances 
as these, in our fallen stat^ surely some may have previously passed more 
gloriously and more magnidc^tly ; and thus we have an idea given us of the 
scale of position which might have been reserved for Adam, had not Adam 
fallen. And are we not led to consider, that it was in consequence of that fall, 
already devised from the beginning of the world, that is to say, from the 
beginning of the universe, in the4i|ternal and inscrutable counsels of the 
Great Supreme, that this our fallen nature should be dignified by the Advent ? 
In whatever light we look upon it, this our fallen nature does arise in dignity 
and sublimity. It presents itself under the most awful development to us ; and 
the love of God, radiating through the clouds and darkness of our fallen nature, 
shines out more brightly and reveals to us Him, whose name is love, who 
willeth that none should perish, but that all should come to the knowledge of 
His truth, and hath made such full and plentiful provision that this Uis will 
should be carried into efiect. 

We are well aware, that many of those things of which we have been speak- 
ing to you to-night, many of those theories, which we have endeavour^ in 
' sueh brief words to lay l^fore you, have been presented to you in language 
inadequate to give you anything like a true and proper conception of 
the grounds bn which they rest, and. indeed, of many of the theories them- 
selves. We are well aware too, that many of them are in themselves but 
conjectures. The facts are few and simple ; and the very science which 
rests upon them must be said to be in its infancy. So far as they are con- 
firmed to us by astronomical truth, they of course increase in importance ; 
we may set greater value upon them, and rely more entirely upon the deduc- 
tions which they present to us. we give them simply, as a collection of 

facts, and we only present them, in order to show that there are ways whereby 
in our present d^kness, and in the present infancy of this most interesting 
science, the Word of Gk)d, as revealed to us in the Bwk of His revelation and 
the works of God as revealed to us in His creation, are by no means, even, I 
say, in this our present state of darkness, irreconcileable the one with the 
other ; and also to show, that the more closely we examine the one, and the 
more diligently we survey the other, the more small will the difficulties become, 
and the greater the probabilities of ah ultimate and perfect coincidence being 
proved between them. And when we speak of a coincidence between the one 
and the other, it is not 'that we take them at present to be at all dissevered, 
and as though they were telling us different histories, but it is because the one 
tells us that which we can understand and fully receive as a whole, the other, 
that wliieh comes to us in small fragments and by parts at a time ; and there- 
fore when we speak of their being entirely reconciled the one to the other, we 
merely mean, that we shall be able to see what we do not clearly discern now, that 
they both give out the same history. These, then, are a few hints thrown out 
in order to show in what way we may perceive their reconcilement ; how careful 
we ought to be not to allow our minds to be biassed by any system which has 
been already rec^eived. “ To the Word and to the testimony.’* This is the 
court of ultimate appeaL' No theories of any man can bind us. Not the 
opinion of any commentator, however wise, nor the opinions of any bodies of 
^men, however august, are to weigh with us. The words of God alone are to 
be our guide in the ma;tter. Many helps are given us, rightly to investigate 
the truth. ; but we are to lay aside any theory which may have been formed, 
however apparently consistent, directly we find that truth coming to us from 
another pomt, shows to us that that theory has not the consent of the rest of 
God’s works, and consequently not of His Word. Hence it is that we are 
taught to search Scriptures.” We claim for no other book that which 
we chum for this. Here we have the unadulterated Word of God, and it 
therefore must be true. The comments and decisions of men upon it ^ the 
works of beings as finite as ourselves, subject to the same error, and, it may 
be, subject to greater error. From this we perceive, that while we read the 
Word of God with deep reverence, it is necessary to examine it carefully for 
ourselves^’ ** Search the Scriptures.” Search them not only for scientific pur- 
poses — search them not only for liistorical events — but search them above all 
because “in them ye think ye have eternal life •, and those,*^ says our Lord, 
“ are they which testify of Me.” 
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“ 7’or ff(> received from (rod the Father ho7iour and glory, zvheri there cdSne 
such a voice to Him ft'om the excellent glory. This ifi My beloved Son in whom J 
am 7vell pleased.” — 2 Peter i. 1 7. 

We need not tell you that it is of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Being who 
was as on this day born of a pure virgin, in Bethlehem, that St. l*a^ uses 
ttiese words, and that the voice wliich he commemorates was that which had 
been heard upon Mount Tabor, when our Saviour was transfigured. The 
words quoted by the apostle had l)een used by God ui^on other occasions ; as, 
for example, when Jesus was baptised in the river Jordan by John. We 
think that their consideration cannot fail to be well adapted to the present 
joyfid festival ; inasmuch as, by asserting the sonship of Jesus, and the plea- 
sure and satisfaction which the Father felt in Him, they suggest topics of 
discourse which, if interesting at all times, arc likely to iKi peculiarly, so 
upon Christmas day. 

We are assembled upon that anniversary which ought to be unto us the most 
joyous in the year, as bringing the commemoration of an event, in which, far 
more than in any other that ever occurred on the theatre of this earth, each 
one amongst us is individually and intimately concerned. “ For us men and for 
our salvation,” did the eternal Word, as at this time, consent to be “ made 
flesh,” and He who was “in the form of God,” and who thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God,” entered, in human covering, the scenes of human 
habitation. If the birth-day of a parent, or a child, or a friend, be hailed by 
us with delight, as crowded with the recollections of past enjoyments and the 
anticipations of future, what should be the emotions created by the birth-day 
of a Saviour, to whom alone we owe it, that the present is not all mystery and 
the future all hopelessness ? If Christendom felt towards its rightful liord as a 
loyal nation feels towards its king, then not indeed with the roar of cannon, 
or with the waving of banners, would^ this morn be ushered in, but assuredly 
with the melodies of joyful anthems luid the tokens of deep thankfulness. 
There would be heard through our valleys, there would be echoed through 
our mountains, the rapturous acknowledgment, “ Unto us' a child is born, unto us 
a Son is given and “old men and maidens, young men and children,” would 
repeat the angelic chorus, “ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” Let only the mind be informed, or. rather, let the 
heart be interested, in the truths that “ all have sinned,” and that “the soul 
that sinneth it shall die,” and there cannot be aught else but a bounding of 
spirit at the announcement — “Unto us is born this day a Saviour, which iH 
Christ the I/ird.” . . . 

But whilst it is undeniable that a sense of human necessities will make us 
rejoice in the tidings of human deliverance, it seems also undeniable, that 
before we can thoroughly enter into the delightfulness of Chiistmas, we must 
have dear and well defined views of the person and work of onr Redeemer ; 
and it may, by God’s help, contribute to our forming these, if we consider 
separa;tely the statements invdved in those worrls which 8t. Peter board 
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when Christ was transflguifed. There is, first, the statement of the relation- 
ship in which Christ stood to the Father ; there is, secondly, the statement of 
the satisfaction which that Father found in Christ. Let it be our endeavour 
to examine and illustrate briefly both these statements. In other words, let 
our Christmas day sermon be employed on these two facts ; the first, that the 
Son of the virgin Mary is also God’s “well beloved Son,” the second, that in 
this “ beloved Son” God is “ well pleased.” 

I. Now it is very important that you have right thoughts of the sonship 
of Christ, or of the sense in which Christ is affirmed to be God’s Son. It is 
clear from Scripture, that Christ is the Son of God. in such sense as to prove 
Him divine ; for St, Paul argues from His sonship, Ilis superiority to angels, 
when he asks, in the epistle which has been just read to you from the altar, 
“ Unto which of the angels said He at any time. Thou art My Son, thii day 
have I begotten thee ?” Probably, the circumstance of this human generation 
I)rocured for our Saviour the title of God’s Son, As man. He may be declared 
tojiave been the Son of God, in a sense which, to a certain extent, is peculiar 
to Himself. Indeed, when His birth was foretold to the virgin, the miraculous 
production of His humanity was expressly giyen as the reason whereby He 
should be called the Son of God. “ The power of the Highest shall oversha- 
dow Thee ; therefore, also, that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God.” Here it is evident that the name “ Son of God” is 
applied to Christ simply as man, and that the reason of i^uch application is, 
that as man. He had no earthly, but most truly a heavenly. Father. More- 
over, the name “Son of God” is frequently given to Jesus as Messiah, the 
Deliverer long promised to the Jews and to the world. Indeed, there is 
perhaps no sense in which the phrase is so often employed ; and, being con- 
sidered as titles of office, the words “ Son of God,” or “ Messiah,” or “ Christ,” 
were used by the Jews as convertible terms. And there is another and a very 
Fetqarkable sense in which Christ is styled in the Bible “ the Son of God.” 
He is so called as having been raised by Divine power from the grave. You 
will find, that when preaching in the synagogue, at Antioch, St Paul said, 
“ We declare unto you glad tidings, liow that the promise which was made 
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that He 
hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written in the second psalm. Thou 
art My Son, this day liave I begotten Thee.” And if you think attentively 
on the nature and consequences of the resurrection, you will perhaps lose your 
surprise that the words should be thus applied by the apostle. The leaving 
the grave, and the receiving that spiritual body which is glorious and inde- 
structible, may fitly be described as the being born into a new life, the entering, 
as though by nativity, on another and a nobler existence. 

But allowing all these senses^ it is. still evident, we think, that in calling, 
Himself “ the Son of God,” Christ originally designed to assert His proper 
Deity, and was so understood by those who heard Him. Once, for example, 
when He had referred to God as His Father, in order to justify His working 
miracles on the Sabbath, the Jews, you read, sought to kill Him, because He 
not only had broken the Sabbath, Wt had also said that God was His Father, 
“ making Himself equal with God.” So that to assume the name of “ Son of 
God,” was, under certain circumstances, considered tantamount to the claim- 
ing absolute divinity. And however incomprehensible — and incomprehensible 
it is, so that all finite intellect must shrink from the effort at grasping the 
mystery — if it be true, true on the authority of Scripture, that while 
the first and second Persons of the Trinity are co -eternal and co-equal, 
the Divine nature has been derived by the second from the first, then is 
Christ the Son of God in a sense which holds not good of any but Himself ; 
and well might the apostle, in the passage to which we have all along referred, 
argue, that the only begotten of the Father excels in dignity all created intel- 
ligences, and well might the Father himself, designing signally to attest the 
greatness of the Mediator, send a voice from the excellent glory wjth no other 
proclamation than these simple words — “ This is My beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased.” 
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II. But it is tlie socond division of tbe subject on which we wish especially 
to dwell. We have examined in what sense Christ is here styled “the Son of 
God,” and we are now to consider the statement, that in this beloved Son God 
“is well pleased.” We shall now regrard the Son solely in His character of 
Mediator, that character, which, as oji this day, He was born to assume. We 
would endeavour to show why the Father is “well pleased” in the Son, sur- 
veying that Son as humbling Himself to dwell with man, and not as exalted in 
His own essential nature. There are two j)oints on which we will briefly 
touch. The Father may be considered as “ well pleased” in IBs Son, first, 
because Christ’s mediation magnified all tbe attributes of God, and secondly, 
because it met all the necessities of man. 

Amid all the characteristics of sovereignty and might given by Jehovah 
under the old dispensation, there was no visible embodying of His several 
properties. Form there was none, nor figure, nor similitude ; but thrilling 
voices and burning wordwS, these were Israel’s imagery and shining of God. 
But, by assuming human nature, Christ became the portraiture forth of the 
Father’s glory to this- lower world, so tliat, according to His own assertion, 
“ He that hath seen Him hath seen the Father also.” He is to be regarded as 
exhibiting to mankind all that can be known and understood of Godhead. He 
stood in the midst of an evil generation, not indeed exempt from many weak- 
nesses to which “ flesh is heir,” but still manifestly the Being of another 
sphere, gifted with an intelligence whose scrutiny was wholly* irresistible, and 
armed with a power before which all nature did reverence. Whatever can be 
conceived of the sublime and the tender ; whatever mind in all its best an d 
highest musirigs, can ascribe to God, of holy and mighty and merciful things ; 
whatever of the immenitfity of omnipotence, whatever of the yearnings of infinite 
compassion, could be shown upon a contracted and darkened stage, of all this was 
Christ Jesus the glorious personification. And when foul spirits shrunk away, 
and the turbid elements hushed themselves in tlie deep quiet of an infant’s 
slumber, and disease and death gave up at His command the wasting l)ody and 
the mouldering corpse ; and when, moreover, tears fell from eyes on which sin 
had entailed no bitter baptism, and moving words were meekly uttered in 
reiily to fierce revilings, and invitations to re|)entanco and promises of forgive- 
ness fell amidst scoffing and hardened multitudes ; oh ! when, we say, there 
was all this exhibition of power, all this display of wisdom, all this manifesta- 
tion of purity, was there not planted amongst men such an exhibition of the 
ever-living and one true God, that all former scattered and separate discoveries 
might seem lost in this superior blaze, and the Father might so exulb in this 
marvellous disclosure of Himself to His fellow-creatures, as\o make tlie an- 
nouncoment — “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased ?” 

And this will be yet more apparent if, to the consideration of the extra- 
ordinary manner in which, as “ the express image of God,” Christ magnified 
His Father’s attributes, you add that of the degree in which He glorified God 
by His sufferings. His obedience, and His deatlL Had no Mediator interposed 
when Adam fell, we may not doubt that not one of his descendants would have 
escaped the bitter pains of everlastiijg death. We have no right to think or 
speak as though there were a choice of remedy. The true scriptural faith is, 
that without Christ there would have been no remedy — that had He not risen 
as the surety, the substitute, for the fallen, the curse which disobedience had 
provoked could never have been repealed, and never even mitigated. But, 
whilst so much was done where nothing was deserved, it is needful to remember 
that God was magnified whilst man was redeemed ; that the ruins of our nature 
were, as it were, built into an altar on which the high prieslj of our profissi'on 
presented unto the Father oblations of the most costly merit. Had we, 
indeed, been left to perish in our iniquities, every mouth must have been stop- 
ped before God ; so perfectly just would have been our fate, tha.t no solitary- 
tongue could have* arraigned the proceeding. But contrast this demand of 
universal ruin with the joyous tidings of redemption ; contrast God’s justice as 
magnified in penalties exacted of man, and by the pangs sustained by- 
Christ ; contrast God’s righteous law as honoured by the punishment of all 
who had broken it, and by the obedience of Hinf who had fulfilled it; con- 
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trast God’8 hatred of sin as displayed by His casting eternally away the 
creatures of perdition, and by His giving His only and well-beloved Son; 
contrast mercy, contrast purity, justice, power, wisdom, as manifested in man 
destroyed through the transgression of the first Adam, and man restored 
through the mediation of the second ; and who will deny that all which Christ 
did and suffered upon earth brought, according to His angelic birth-song, 
** glory to God in the highest,” as well as “on earth peace, good will to man?” 
Who can s^irvey ** mercy and truth meeting together,” “ righteousness and 
peace kissing each other who can behold seraphim and cherubim bending 
over the ark of the Gospel covenant, desiring to search and scrutinize the 
mysteries of this stupendous combination, “a just God and a Saviour,” just 
and yet a justifier, and not perceive that the Son crucified is most emphatically 
the Father glorified; that Christ obedient and buffeted and slain for man, is 
God exalted, and honoured, and vindicated ; that a salvation through blood 
sprinkled and righteousness imputed is as a centre into which each property of 
the Oeator brings its own lustre, blending itself beautifully with every other? 
And if all this be confessed, is there not cause for asserting that the Father 
might declare Himself well pleased with His beloved Son, because that Son in 
His mediatorial capacity magnified all the attributes of Deity ? He stood 
among men the “express image of His Father’s person,” and He actually died 
amongst men not more as the restorer of fallen creatures than as the vindi- 
cator of the insuked Creator ; not more as the deliverer from sin, than as the 
manifester of the magnificence of God. And irhilst such vast results, 
involving the honour of Him w^ho “ sitteth on the circle of the heavens,” were 
to follow from the mission in which Christ w’as engaged, and which was fast 
hurrying forward to a triumphant issue, shall we ir\prvel, that the voice of 
celestial gratulation was heard pronouncing such words as these — “ This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ?” 

And yet this representation would be in a high degree erroneous, were we to 
confine our thoughts as to the origin of the pleasure ascribcid to the Father to the 
fact of the Father’s attributes having been magnified by the Son’s mediation. 
We may not suppose that the Father is well pleased in Christ only because in 
Christ the Father is glorified ; we have yet to consider the pleasure as 
springing from the exactness with which the Son’s mediation met and satisfied 
tlie necessities of man. And shall it ever be wearisome to a Christian congre- 
gation, to hear of the abundant mercies provided for us by the life and tlie 
death of Him whose birth we this day commemorate ? We know that if we 
now speak to you of human wants as exactly met by Christ’s interference, 
your minds, lon^ familiar with such topics, will anticipate all that we can ad- 
vance ; but sin pardoned because punished in Christ, and man justified 
because united to Christ, these may be accounted common place things when 
you can shew that the fires of hell are extinguished, or that the lustres of hea- 
ven have grown pale and unattractive. Whilst the burden of sin is felt tlie 
name of Christ must be precious ; and if we are conscious of imprisonment we 
cannot hear too often of deliverance. And there is need of hut few words to 
show the adaptation of the work of the Saviour to the wants of the sinner. 
Man by nature lies under condemnatioA ; but Christ endured that condem- 
nation, “ being made a curse for us.” Man even when freed from'condemnation 
has no power to attain unto a righteousness acceptable in the eight of his 
Creator ; but Christ obeyed in all points the law, and now where God im- 
putes not sin He imputes the righteousness of His Son. Man, though par- 
doned through Christ’s death and justified through His life, is yet unfit, 
through the dominion of sin, to enter into association with the undefiled com- 
pany of heaven ; *but Christ, as a risen and glorified Saviour, intercedes on 
his behalf, procuring the gift of the Holy Spirit by whose influence the justi- 
fied man becomes also sanctified, and thus, he who before had a title to the 
inheritance acquires a fitness for entering on its possession. Hence there 
remains no necessity for which a supply is still wanting. Christ is literally 
made unto the soul “wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemp- 
tion.” But if in the second person of the ever-blessed Trinity there reside 
all these supplies for the wants and weakneSfees of the children of men, might 
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we not expect such an announcement from the eternal Father as is recorded 
in our text to have come from the excellent glory, “ This is My belov^ Son in 
whom I am well pleased ?” 

And now, brethren, having briefly investigated the causes of the Father’s 
being “ well pleased” in the Son, it becomes us to ask you whether, when 
Christ is displaying his character of a Saviour, you, too, are “ well pleased” in 
Him. The “natural man” is not well pleased in Christ; the self -righteous 
man is not well pleased in Christ ; no man is well pleased in Christ, who rea- 
lises not that adoption of which Scripture makes mention, who is not himself 
admitted into the privileges of the sons of God, incorporated into the eternal 
and well-beloved Son, and made to know and feel that the members share with 
the Head the favour and acceptance of the Most High. I would have you 
look unto Christ and meditate upon the reasons why the Father pronounces 
Himself “well pleased” in Him. Judge your own restoration to God’s for- 
feited image, by deciding whetlier any of the like reasons operate to make you 
“ well pleased” in Ciirist. Are you really “ well pleased” that such a Saviour 
is this day born in the city of l>avid ? Ah I do not answer rashly. He is bom 
“to save His people from their sins.” And does this really give you pleasure, — 
to he saved, not only from the punishment, but also from the power of sin ? 
It is with great truth that an old writer says, that “ Wilt thou be made 
whole ? is a very difilcult question to answer.” It seems very easy, but when 
you come to think that the being made whole is the being brought to forsake 
much which we love, to “ crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts,” and 
to “ live sol^rly, righteously, and godly” in the midst of a world which X)er- 
petually jdies us with temptations to live just the reverse, indeed you must 
allow it to be but too possible that the heart may secretly prefer the remaining 
sick to the being restored to health. Yet it is the great riiysician, who is this 
day born. Let us not, then, profess to hail the event with joy, if it be not our 
honest and hearty desire to forsake all sin, and to be cleansed from all 
pollution. But no oblation will be accepted but that of yourselves ; ye must 
present yourselves, body and soul, a “ living sacribee” to this well-beloved Son 
of the everlasting Father. Alas I how has one Christmas after another passed 
over the hearts of many amongst us and left behind it no deei> sense of the 
“ great mystery of godliness I” An Eastern proverb says, “The remembrance 
of youth is a sigh.” Ought not the remeiiihrance of solemn and holy seasons 
to bo to some, if not to all of us, a sigh ? By how many is ^iristraas cele- 
brated and Christ despised, the birtli-day kept and He who wasDorn rejected ! 
To how many others, does the day conic round and lind them even colder than it 
left them, more formal, more languid, more worldly-minded I But, oli I 
that this Christmas may be tb^ commencement of better tilings ! May none 
of us keep it with hearts, as has been too well said, like the inn at Bethle- 
hem, in which there was no room for the lioly cliild Jesus. The church 
invites us to draw near and to partake, as it were, around the cradle of 
the Infant, of the oblation wliich in the fulness of His sirength, the Saviour 
presented unto God. The Sacrament is a feast, . and its administration 
therefore accords well with the festival. May those amongst ns who shall 
now join in this holy ordinance, derive such peace, such joy, such assurance, 
such humility from communion with tlie Lamb of God, that when we depi|jrt 
from the sanctuary, we may be able, with a fuller assurance than ever, to 
exclaim, ‘This is indeed the Sou of God, and in Him our souls are “well 
pleased.” ’ 
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Beside the parochial method of retracing the pauperizing process, there is 
the parliamentary.* It might be enacted that, without meddling with the 
present Pauperism, all the new cases should be cast on gratuitous contributions. 
But this enactment might be either imperative or permissive. The latter 
would fail at first ; because, in most parishes, tlie influential men are not con- 
vinced of its efficacy. But still it would be an excellent arrangement ; for if si 
few parishes were to adopt it successfully, others would be induced to imitate 
it; and thus, avoiding any sudden jolt, the plan would be gradually spread over 
the whole country. 

There are two ways of gradualizing a process. One is by successive impe- 
rative statutes ; but it is better to introduce the right law at once into the sta- 
tute-book ; and to allow the country to adopt it when, in any part, a certain 
amount of acquiescence shall Ikj obtained. One admirable example of this, is 
the law respecting the inclosure of commons, introduced about the commence- 
ment of the present century. If it had been made imperative, it would have 
caused an insurrection ; but, iHJing left to be done as the people please, the 
process goes on gradually ; and a great addition is made to the agricultural 
resources of tlie country. Another is the law for the comx) 08 ition of tithes in 
Ireland. The contrary plan was proposed to be adopted there, with respect to 
Pauperism ; it brought out the whole country in petitions against it. 

1 am far lesr sanguine than I was, as to any improvement in England, from 
the gradual advance of right principles, among those wdio have the controul of 
Parliament. 1 believe that English pauperism is curable ; but that English 
prejudice is not curnble. I think it is one of those subjects, which keep the 
country ripe for revolution ; and that, in the strides of such a revolution, the 
right process may be blundered on. 

Attempts were made, some years ago, to regulate Scottish Pauperism, by 
Kennedy's Bill. The steps recommend^ were very good ; but were to have 
been rendered imperative. I believe they had sufficient efficacy to clear any 
parish of its Pauperism. The fund raised by assessment, should be separate 
from that arising from contributions ; — the first being extended to all on the 
roll ; and the last being appropriated to new applicants. It is necessary that 
ail rates should at length be done aw^ay. It is allowed that public charity is a 
great evil ; that mischief is done by ostensible relief ; and that It is better left 
alone. But if these things be true, they can weather the fiery trial of experi- 
ence ; and, unless tliey be so tested, and sustain the touch-stone, they deserve 
to be dismissed, as fantastic reveries of dreaming enthusiasts. 

I must quote my Own experience, to justify roy confidence in Kennedy’s Bill. 
I think I have seen its efficacy in an extreme case ; and that it would fucceed in 
8 t Giles’s., I think the charity of law would be replaced by abetter charily, 
and a happier population. But there is no such confidence or conviction in the 
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country at large. Even in the city* itself, tliere is a firm, though a decreasing 
incredulity. We found it easier to carry it in the parish, tlian to gain credit for 
it in the presbytery. There was an impression oE its efficacy among its sub- 
jects ; but the impression did not extend much beyond them ; and we feel no 
surprise that, in a more distant quarter, there should be a still louder cry against 
it. Now', we are not displeased at this. We have unshaken faith in the pro- 
cess ; but it is not yet sifted enough to establish its efficacy ; and has still to 
endure the penalties of a minority. Its only claim is to simple sufferance. 
It is out of the question to force it on a reluctant or unconvinced parish ; and 
wc were much annoyed at its adoption having been made imperative. It was 
thus exposed to opposition, winch it would not have met with on simple suffer- 
ance. We hope it wdll never be introduced except permissivcly. In sucdi t 
case, no alarm is felt ; because it need not be adopted, unless a certain amoun. 
ot the inhabitants please ; and thus improvement advances silently and surely 
llie only way, I hope, in which the law will interfere with the i^lan, is to let it 
knock at the door of every parish ; . but there to wait till the people choose to 
let it in. We care not liow few adopted it at first. Half-a-dozen heavily 
assessed parishes would make a goodly outset. The old Scottish system (for it 
IS not new) would advance, with increasing confidence, at every step ; and there 
would gather on its path the light, not of the meteoric glare of theory, but of 
sure, sound, and sober experience. Its hardihood enables it to stand the brunt 
of all the difficulties in a parish. It only seeks leave to enter, and a quite 
asylum, where it may work its quiet way. Wc are averse to display and to 
dogmatism ; and it does not comport with the sober style of demonstration to 
work on the credulity of men by the tricks of the unblushing mountebimk. I 
was enabled to set up the system in the heart of a crowded city j but was led 
to fear its overthrow. We are gUwJ to say, however, that it is going on in the 
old way.f One- tenth of the most plebeian population of Glasgow, is wholly 
cleared of its Pauperism. No clergyman in England can succeed with it, if the 
law be not altered ; for I could never have succeeded, if some pettifogger had 
determined to annoy me, by throwing legal difficulties in the w'ay, and bring- 
ing up every case (on appeal^ to the Quarter Sessions. Many clergymen are 
carrying it on; — hoping to escape these annoyances. They do occasionally 
meet with such ; but, iu point of fact, the system is still advancing. , ' 

You will observe that Glasgow contained ten parishes, although they were 
all considered as one ; — all the voluntary funds being collected into one, and 
distributed by the Kirk Session ; while the Town Hospital had4iie distribution 
of the compulsory fund. The amount expended was often £14,000 a-year. My 
parish contained more than a tenth part of the population, and that the most 
plebeian ; — absorbing £8,000 a-year. To obtain the separate management of 
this parish, we had to gain the consent of the Hospital, Kirk -Session, Magis- 
trates, Presbytery, and General Assembly. Hence a number of acquicscences 
were to be obtained ; and, if we had not been backed by the Magistrates at the 
outset, we could not have gained consent. I felt, that if I could succeed in 
such a parish, it would lead to imitation ; and, to a slight extent, it has done so 
in Glasgow, and in some places in the country. 

People thought the plan would fail from want of voluntary funds : but they 
never expected to be obliged to look round for a safe absorbent of the surplus- 
The latter, however, was the case. We had a rich congregation in the morn- 
ing, and a poor one in the evening. The former contributed at the church- 
doors, £400 a-year ; but not one fartVing of that was appropriated to the relief 
of the new poor ; for if we had held out that sum, Pauperism would have been 
fostered up to that mark. After supporting out of it the old poor, we gave the 
remainder to parish -schools. But all the new poor were supported by the even-> 
ing collection; amounting to about £80 a-year. We did not wish to dissociate 
incurable diseases, insanity, deafness, &c., from the legal assessment ; but only 
twenty new paupers, of all classes, were admitted in three years and nine 
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months ; and I am happy to say, that the parish remains free from conipu\|iory 
Pauperism. 

People said we had rich elders, who helped the paupers ; but the fact was, 
that those districts flourished most, which were appropriated to poor elders. 
There was one incorrigible elder, who said he gave away .£40 a-year ; and posi- 
tively that was the very district whence most of our pauper-cases came ! , The 
average time demanded from each elder, was a quarter of an hour in a week ; 
and one elder had not a single applicant in nine months. One district was very 
poor ; containing only one family above the rank of workmen ; but it contri- 
buted .£2 to the Emigrants, and or £6 to the Bible and Missionary Societies. 
If people now charge us with “ theory,” let them state what amount of “ expe- 
rience” would satisfy them. Even in the last “ Quarterly Review,” however, all 
the credit 1 can get, is that of being an ** aimiable enthusiast !” 
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“ Ami IJezekiah received the letter front the hand of the messengers^ and read it: 
and IJezekiah went up unto the house of the JLord^ and spread, it before the Lord,’’* 
— Isaiah yxxvii. 14. 

We have selected these words out of one of the appointed lessons for the 
tlay, intending, through God’s help, to take a survey of the entire history with 
which they are connected. That liistory relates to the period when Hezokiah 
was monarch of Judah. He was a pre-eminently good i)rince, although not 
free from faults to which even the best men are prone ; ho was evidently a true 
servant of God, and one who desired to reign in the fear of the Almighty ; and 
yet there were inconsistencies of conduct about him, which scarcely at first 
view appear compatible with the piety for which in the main he was charac- 
terised. Great allowance should be made for the failings of a man called to fill 
a post of such difficulty as he was — that difficulty rendered so much the greater 
on account of the corruption which prevailed in the kingdom. lie was, more- 
over, the son and successor of a bad king. Ahaz, his father, liad set him an 
evil example, and consequently left an harder task to llezekiah to act as a 
faithful servant of the Most High. From the Book of Kings you may learn 
that Ahaz was notorious for his attempt to revive in Judah the worship of ido- 
latry — Ilq did not that which was right in the sight of the Lord his God ; he 
made his son to jiass through the fire, according to the abominations of the 
heatlien ; and he sacrificed, it is written, and burnt incense in the high places 
and on the hills and unde*» every green tree.” Evil to the nation where wic;k- 
edness is throned in high places ! The reign of this monarch, too, had been 
X>rotracted for sixteen years ; there ivas ample time therefore for the peojde to 
become confirmed in the practice of the idolatries to which the monarch 
tempted them. It was because of this a more arduous task which devolved 
upon llezekiah when he succeeded to the throne and desired to govern in the 
fear of God. We ought, jxjrhaps, rather to wonder at finding him righteous at 
all, tlian to be puzzled at meeting with inconsistencies in his conduct. Imme- 
diately upon his accession to the kingdom, he commenced an active reforma- 
tion. He exerted the authority of his office to repress idolatry. He removed 
the high places, he brake the images and cut down the groves. So determined 
was he to uproot every vestige of idolatry, that he actually brake in pieces the 
brazen serpent which Moses had made : that emblem having become, as it would 
seem, an object of idolatrous superstition. You can hardly find a nobler testi- 
mony in favour of any of the monarchs of Judah, than that which is given of 
this prince ; “ He trusted,” it is said, “ in the Lord God of Israel j so that 
after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that was 
before him ; for he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following Him, 
but kept His commandments.” The blessing which followed this conduct is 
explicitly recorded : “ The Lord,” it is said, “ vras wdth him, and he prospered 
whithersoever he went and it is added, as a prwf of his confidence in God, that 
he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.” We cannot but 
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mourn that a history so promising should present, in its subsequent parts, any 
details of a less encouraging aspect ; but the melancholy truth is, that weak- 
nesses afterwards appeared in Hezekiah’s cliaracter, which proved either that 
he wanted firmness of principle to persevere, or what is perhaps still more 
probable, that prosperity and temporal honours had made him self-conlident 
and prone to forget God. The first occasion of severe trial to Hezekiali occurred 
in the fourth year of his reign. At this period the king of Assyria, whose 
dominion Hezekiah had resolutely thrown off, came up against and besieged 
the sister kingdom of Israel. We know that this was a judgment which God 
sent upon Israel, for the sin of Jeroboam in the erection of the gohien calves 
for the people to worship. The siege ended in the captivity of Israel ; the 
monarch of Assyria took Samaria, made all Israel tributary to his crown, 
and disposed the people in different towns and villages of his own kingdom. 
Thus ^d Hezekiah behold a large portion of God’s ancient people, by far the 
largest in point of number, enslaved by a heathen prince, and apparently surren- 
dered of God to the dominion of an idolatrous nation. This spectacle appears to 
have had a wrong Influence on the mind of Hezekiah. In place of making him 
more determined than ever upon cleaving to the Lord, it rather inclined him to 
make compromises with the Assyrians, and to enter into unhallowed agree- 
ment with them for the safety of liis own people. After a time the king of 
Assyria besiged Judah. It was in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah that Sen- 
nacherib came up against all the fenced cities oi Judah and took them. The 
occasion was indeed a trying oue. It demanded a large exercise of faith and 
of confidence in God ; and, alas ! the denmnd proved too much for Hezekiah. 
In place of resorting for counsel to the Most High, he at once humbled himself 
to Sennacherib — as though repenting of his former valiant demeanour, he con- 
fessed himself in the wrong, and voluntarily offered to purchase peace by the 
payment of whatsoever tribute the foe shoiild choose to levy. It was no in- 
considerable sum that Sennacherib demanded of the king. He appointed, it is 
said, “unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver, and thirty 
talents of gold.” This sum, enormous as it was, Hezekiah contrived means to 
raise ; and it is recorded to his extreme dishonour, thas in order to complete 
the amount, he rifled the treasury of God ; he cut off the gold from the doors 
of the temple of the liord, and from the pillars which were overlaid, and gave 
it to the king of Assyria.” Such was the first false step of Hezekiah. In 
place, you observe, of relying, as be ought to have done, confidently upon God ; 
in place of resolving to be faithful in bis allegiance to Jehovah, an(j[ then leav- 
ing it to God to maintain His own honour, he descends from this high vantage 
ground of dependence on the Lord, to consult vainly for his own 'security by 
measures of carnal expediency and sinful concession. He had not faith 
enough to believe that the cause of truth must always have might enough upon 
its side ; he thought it prudent to enter into a compromise with idolaters, rather 
than incur the risk of defeat by contending against them. Concession to error 
proved in his case, as it ever has proved and ever will prove to those who 
adopt it, the prelude to worse troubles $ it first led him into crime of which 
he would otherwise never have dreamt, the crime of enriching the coffers of 
idolaters by the silver and gold which he tore from the temple of the Most 
High ; and thefi, were the Assyrians content with the tribute which Hezekiah 
paid ? Far enough from this. It would seem, that almost immediately after 
the payment of this tax, the king of Assyria made greater preparations than 
ever to besiege and to take Jerusalem. This brings us down to the history 
more immediately connected with the chapter before us, Sennacherib pre- 
pared a vast army, and deputed bis chief officer to encamp before the gates of 
the city Jerusalem. Babshakeh, for this was the name of the commander, 
having stationed himself over against one of the principal entrances to the 
city, demanded a parley with the counsellors of Hezekiah. Through them he 
sent a taunting message to the king, in the name of Sennacherib. It was a 
message of defiance and of mockery at all the resources of Judah for defence. 
It alluded to Egypt, as but a broken reed upon which to lean for succour ; it 
even went on to speak of the Most High, as no longer on the side of Judah ; 
it referred to the long series of victones which had signalised the armies of 
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Ansyria, and moreover contained an entreaty to the people to make a compact 
with Sennacherib, and to enjoy peace under subjection to his sway. The 
message was faithfully delivered to Hezekiah ; and now we cannot sufficiently 
admire the course which he pursued. He at once assumed the garb of deep 
humiliation and repentance ; he clothed himself with sackcloth and went to the 
house of the Lord. He thus wisely connected the present troubles of the nation 
with their former sins, and evinced his persuasion that all this disaster had sprung 
from neglect of God and disobedience to His Word. At the same time he com- 
missioned the elders of the priests to go in sackcloth to Isaiah, who was known 
to be a true prophet, and to seek at once his advice and intercession with God, 
at this critical emergency. The message receii^d from Isaiah was full of encou- 
ragement. It assured Hezokiab that no further disaster should befal ; God 
would interpose to defend Judah, and defeat the intentiqp of her foes. It would 
seem, that after the interview with Hezekiah’s counsellors, Rabshakeh returned 
to his master, the king of Assyria, who was elsewhere eiigaged in warfare. 
Sennacherib, however, at once wrote a letter to Hezekiah, breutliing similar 
defiance, and tlireatcning him with destruction. This was the letter of which 
it is recorded in our text, that “ Hezekiah received it from the hand of the 
messengers ; and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it 
before the I^ord.” The king then kneeling in God’s house, with the open letter 
before him, besought earnestly for protection from the Most High. His prayer 
was heard, and immediately answered. The prophet Isaiah was directed to go 
to the king with a message of deliverance — to assure him once more that God 
would defend Judah. Of the king of Assyria said the Almighty — “ He shall 
not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, ivor come before it with 
shields, nor cast a bank against it.” The prophecy, as we all know, was accom- 
plished to the letter, and Judah was saved with a deliverance far surpassing 
their boldest expectations. He in whose hand are the issues of life and death 
commisssoned His angel by night to traverse the host of Sennacherib. From 
rank to rank did the avenging messenger pass, 8iler\tly withering the strength 
of that enormous army; in one night the sleep of death settled upon an hun- 
dred and fourscore and five thousand of the warriors ; and when they arose in 
the morning, they were all dead corpses. Such was the issue of this threatened 
invasion ; God tlius revealing Himself as mightier than the mightiest of human 
opponents, and equal to scatter with the breath of His mouth the proudest 
array of hostility to His people. 

Wc have thus entered at some length upon the details of this memorable 
history ; it remains, that in what follows, we should aim by the Divine 
blessing to detect and to enforce the lessons with which the narrative abounds. 

And, in the first instance, we will remind you once again of the danger of 
making any concession to evil. W c think this point is strikingly illustrated by 
the history before us. You observe Hezekiah raised to the monarchy of 
Judah, evidently for the purpose of accomplishing in God’s hands a great 
reformation in that idolatrous kingdom. Judah had been led into idolatry 
partly through the ill example of kings, who should have restrained the 
people from forsaking the Most High. Hezekiah set out at the commence- 
ment of his reign, with the determination to uphold ^he true worship of God, 
and to repress every kind of idolatry ; he took active measures to destroy 
every temple and grove to which, in the period of her degeneracy, Judah had 
resorted for idolatrous worship ; and then, in connection with this zeal for a 
pure worship, the king evinced a righteous determination to emancipate his 
people from subjection to any authority hut the Divine. The race of Judah 
stood in a pecuhar relation to Divinity ; according to the very terms of their 
covenant with God, they were to acknowledge no other dominion but His. 
It was either, then, their fault or their punishment, to be tributary to any 
temporal kingdom. It was monstrous for the people of God, a people whom 
Jehovah shielded and defended with His own right arm, to whom God had 
prescribed laws, and in whose behalf He had ever shown Himself strong, — it 
whs monstrous for them to yield homage to any idolater, however vast his 
power or w'ide his control. God might, and indeed afterwards did, {>ermit 
Judah to fall into captivity to heathen princes ; but this was in punishment 
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for their guiltiness, in having forsaken Himself ; it was not until after they 
liad proved themselves utterly unworthy of t)ie high privilege of having the 
Lord for their lawgiver, and the Lord for the king. It was, therefore, every 
way praiseworthy in Hezekiah to revolt from the dominion of the king of 
Assyria. He only acted in this particular as every righteous monarch of 
Judah was bound to act. To have done otherwise would have proved him 
little worthy of the honour to which he was advanced, in being made king 
in Jerusalem. It is unquestionably to his high praise that you find it 
recorded — “ he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.” It 
had been the act of Ahaz, the idolatrous king, to make Judah acknowledge the 
authority of Assyria ; and it wa^ not the least evil transmitted to Hezekiah’s 
times, which he boldly resisted — namely, the subjection of Judah to the 
Assyrian monarch, ij^ut then we observe, that in whatever degree it may be 
shewn to have been praiseworthy in Hezekiali to renounce subjection to the 
Assyrian monarch, it was inconsistent, and not only inconsistent, but posi- 
tively wrong in him, afterwards to capitulate with this Prince. If it was 
right, in the first instance, to assume a position of independent opposition to 
Assyria, it was egregiously foolish and sinful in him afterwards to aim at 
conciliating this monarch by unworthy concessions. It is impossible to 
justify the conduct of Hezekiah at both of those periods. If we applaud him, as 
I think we are bound to applaud him, for “ rebelling against the king of 
Assyria, and for sorving^him not,” we must condemn his conduct in after- 
wards submitting himself to this Prince, and in aiming to procure terms of 
peace by the proffer of tribute. This is the point of view in which Hezekiah ’s 
conduct appears to me to have been specially faulty. True, the temptation 
was a strong one. He beheld the AssjTian Prince invade tlie borders of 
Israel, and almost without difiiculty possess himself of the cities of Samaria. 
He beheld the ten tribes of Israel ^rried away captive by the conquering 
ouemy, and in point of number the two tribes of Judah were far inferior to 
the tribes of Israel. Hezekiah might have argued, that if the conquest of 
Israel were so easy, how much more easy to the Assyrians would be the con- 
quest of Judah I But he ought to have read and observed, in that defeat of 
Israel, the fulfilment of a judicial sentence pronounced on account of their 
inveterate idolatry. The forces of Assyria were the scourge in God’s hands 
to chastise the iniquities of His chosen race ; and the very spectacle of this 
ought to have made Hezekiah more scrupulous, lest in the smallest particular 
he should make himself guilty of open departure from God. So far from 
being driven by the sad warning of Israel’s defeat to parley with idolaters, 
he ought rather to have been strengthened in the resolution to keep fast to 
his allegiance to the Most High ; whereas, in place of this, terrified by the 
numbers and the success of the Assyrian armies, and jieglectful that Gt)d was 
the source of his strength, and that it is nothing with the Lord to save, 
whether by many or by few, he fell into the error of capitulating with the 
very foe, whom he had formerly courageously defied. 

Ay, and wherefore should we be thus careful to expose the guiltiness and 
the folly of Hezekiah in this particular, if not for the purpose of delivering an 
emphatic caution again#t ever making an unhallowed compromise, or an un- 
holy concession ? Depend upon it, that in religious profession there are but 
two sides — that of God and that of the world ; we must take our part with 
the one or the other. You cannot make a concession to sin, without forsaking 
the source of moral strength. He who has God upon his side, nee^ fear no 
adverse host ; though the world, though Satan, though evil angels were 
embattled against him, there is One mightier with him than all who can be 
against him. But if once tliere be a compromise entered into with sin or 
temptation, the legitimate source of moral might is abandoned, and the avenue 
opened for all kinds of moral disaster. We are extremely desirous that you 
should mark and retain this all-important lesson ; it is a lesson to all who 
have ever commenced in real earnest to be thoughtful for the soul, and ^to 
make profession of faith in the Saviour. You cannot have done this without 
finding it necessary to proclaim warfare against the world, the flesh, and the 
<levil. These are the Assyrians, these are the foes, who strive to subjugate 
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the human heart, to enslaver its affections, to corrupt its desires ; and the lirst 
moment at which an individual betakes hinisellr heartily to servo the I-iord 
Christ, to forsake the idols upon which lie may have hitherto lavished his liest 
affections, to relinquish practices whereby God is dishonoured, lie will find 
that there is a yoke which he has to cast off, as well as a yoke which he has 
to put on. It will be characteristic then of him to say, as of IJezekiah of old, 
“ lie rebelled against the Assyrians, and served them not.” We applaud that 
de(!ision ; we admire the boldness of the avowal, when a man openly declares 
himself to he the Lord’s servant, acknowledging no dominion but* His, and 
refusing submission to any other authority. And what we gather from the 
history liefore us is an emphatic caution. Beware, lest you recede from lliat 
determination. It will, most probably, have to be tested by some severe ordeal. 
Llie Assyrians will array themselves around you — evil lusts, evil passions, 
strong temptations, ensnaring seductions. You may be strongly inclined to 
make some compromise : ‘ I will endeavour to treat with the enemy ; I will 
make an agreement with the world ; 1 will allow myself this one grat ideation, 
to escape furtherimportunity, or to avoid a more degrading subjection.’ Ah! in 
the moment you act thus, you ahaiulou the position of real safety — you fall 
into the guilt of underrating the power of Divinity to uphold you in every diffi- 
culty and to strengthen you in every exigency. The concession will, probably, 
lead to worse crimes than you had ever imagined ; till the Assyrians, not 
satisfied by any partial tribute you may offer and yield, shall come upon you 
with more overwhelming numbers and with haughtier demands, resolved upon 
nothing less than your comxdete slavery, both in body and soul. 

We go on to observe, that if in the foregoing particulars we may hold up the 
coiidu(;t of Hezekiah us a warning, there are other points of view under 
which he cannot too faithfully Vkj imitated. We have already stated that the 
occasion of Ilezekiah’s fall is scarcely evident ; we know not whether to 
resolve this concession to the Assyrian into a foolish timidity, or into the 
workings of a self-coididcnt spirit, which had made liim in some degree 
lay aside his wonted dependence ujion God. Whatever may have led to his 
fall, certain it is that the troubles v-hich came upon him harl the effect of 
leading him to repentance. It is remarkable to observe, how promptly Heze- 
kiah betook himself to penitence and supplication — so soon as ever the danger 
actually menaced him. There was no doubt or delay on his part, in attributing 
the troubles of his kingdom to the sinful course he had followed, in leaguing 
with the Assyrian. At once, when the message of Sennacherib is repeated to the 
monarch, he seems to have connected the visitation with his previous fault ; 
lie regarded the invasion of Judah by a hostile band, as a judicial jiroceeding, 
ordered by God’s providence, in consequence of provocation oflered to the 
Lord. It was an amazing advantage which Hezekiah thus derived from his 
previous piety, that he was able to trace out the cause of his affliction. The 
dangen which encompassed him led to self-enquiry aud examination ; and he 
was not long in calling to mind the dishonour which he had offered the Most 
High, in attempting to form any treaty of peace with his avowed adversaries. 
And the consciousness of guilt in this particular; did not deter Hezekiah from 
seeking help where alone it could be found. He at once appears as a penitent 
before God ; his outward attire in sackcloth gave indication of his inward 
contrition ; he enjoins similar acts of humiliation upon his comisellors and 
attendants ; he sought to enlist the supplications of Isaiah, a known prophet 
of the Lord, in his behalf ; and thus in every method did Hezekiah openly 
confess sin, and aim to avert wrath by acknowledging the offence whereby 
it was challenged. It is a fine spectacle which is thus presented to us of 
Hezekiah brought into trouble because of his departure from God’s service ; 
instantly detecting in the chastisement the memento of his fault, and then 
fleeing to the mercy seat to make open confession, and to entreat Divine 
succour. He hastens himself to the temple of the Lord, as if he would o]^*nly 
evince the conviction, that as the visitation came in the course of Divine 
providence, so did it rest altogether with God to cause its removal ; and 
in this point of view we would exhibit Hezekiah to you, as an example to be 
pondered for imitation. In nothing are ChristiaYis often so much at fault as when 
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brought into difficulty because of transgression. We puzzle and perplex ourselves 
to decypher what is the meaning or design of the visitation ; often we are slow 
to connect it with any previous fault or backsliding which it is intended to 
correct ; or if we do interpret the dealing as a punishment on account of sin, 
we are apt to look upon it as appointed in anger ; and thus we let it drive us 
from, in place of leading us nearer to God. Ah ! we should do well to ponder 
more, and to imitate more the conduct of Hezekiah. His sinful concessions to 
idolaters involved him in affliction; God permitted the adversaries, with 
whom he had sought to contract friendship, to come against him in the attitude 
of defiance. He beheld his country invaded, and the metropolis itself in danger 
of being taken. And what course did he pursue under this severe trial ? He 
first interprets the danger as a punishnient sent for transgression ; he then 
resorts to repentance, well knowing that even heavy wrath may he turned 
away by a timely humiliation. He did not argue that because God smote 
him, therefore he was no longer privileged to appeal upward to God ^for 
deliverance ; on the contrary, he flees to the footstool of the Divine compassion, 
makes entreaty and confessiori, and so obtains deliverance. And wc would 
call upon any amongst you, who may be summoned to the encounter with 
severe trials, to imitate Hezekiah in the conduct which he pursued ; connect 
the affliction with some sinfulness on your part, which God hath deemed it 
needful thus to chastise. But whatever you do, let not the affliction have tlie 
effect of repelling you from God. It is administered in love, not in anger ; it 
should be received as a mark of paternal faithfulness, and should therefore he 
regarded as a motive rather for turning to Him who smites ; and it is your 
high privilege as Christians to carry every trial, (as it were,) and spread it 
before the mercy-seat, to make known unto God every grief that disquiets, 
every fear that disheartens, every anxiety that oppresses ; and then it is that 
you act up to your high calling and vocation, when you take God at His own 
word, and when with hearty repentance and confession of sin you make known 
to Him your every want, and unfold to Him your every care, even as Heze- 
kiah, who “ when he had received the letter from the hand of the messengers, 
went up into the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.” • 

There is another train of observation flowing obviously out of the narrative 
before usi We allude now to the way in which God made use of the Assyrians 
for accomplishing His purpose with respect to Israel and Judah, and to the 
signal manner in which He chose to destroy their forces. Nothing can be more 
obvious than that God employed the monarch of Assyria to chastise the rebel- 
lion of Israel. Israel had greviously provoked the Lord ; her kings and people 
had surrendered themselves to idolatry, and forsaken their allegiance to the 
Most High ; long did God forbear to smite ; and yet at length His vengeance 
was aroused, and the armies of Assyria were lot loose to lay waste the province 
of Samaria, and take captive her guilty population. There was nothing per- 
haps further from the intention of Shalmanezer, the Assyrian prince, than to 
act as the instrument to effect a Divine purpose ;' and yet clearly all the prepa- 
rations for the warfare, and all the successes of the enterprise, were subject to 
the Divine providence, and were actually ordained of the Almighty to bring 
to pass His own counsels. And so afterwards, when Sennacherib invaded 
• Judah, little did the haughty idolater dream that he was acting as a servant 
of the King of kings, and accomplishing a purpose for which God had 
permitted him to wield so vast a command. It was the love of conquest, or, 
more probably, the thirst of gain, which stimulated Sennacherib to make war- 
fare against Judah ; and yet all the while it was God who was employing 
him as His agent, to eflect His counsel with respect to Judah and her prince. 
Nothing can be more striking than the representation which is given of this 
truth, in the chapter before us. God is described as addressing the heathen 
conqueror in these terms : “ Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, 
and of ancient times that I have formed it ? now have 1 brought it to pass, 
that thou shouldst be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.” Thus 
the Assyrian is spoken of just as an instrument in God*s hands for executing 
His designs. And if further proof were needful of this, what more con- 
vincing, and at the same time terrific, could be given than was furnished 
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by the destruction ^ of the Assyrian hosts ? Tlie monarch of Assyria, 
discerning the nature of his commission, only vaunted him- 
self of his own power, and boasted of his own conquest. It is hard not 
to believe that opportunity was afforded him for gaining some knowledge 
of the power and might of the one true Jehovah ; we canscarcely imagine 
Him to have been brought into such close contact with Israel, without deriving 
much information as to the true God ; report must have told him how much 
God had done in times past for that race ; and he could hardly have lacked 
evidence enough to teach him that he was now acting only by Divine permis- 
sion, to scourge the disobedient people : and yet nothing could surpass the 
arrogance of his pride and boasting. Flushed with the success of his enter- 
prise against Israel, He defied alike|fudah and Judah’s God ; and then did 
Jehovah undertake the cause of His neleaguered people. “ Whom,” said God 
to the insulting Sennacherib — “ whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed, 
and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice and lifted up thine eyes on 
high ? Even against the holy One of Israel.” And now that Jehovah identified 
Himself with the cause of Judah, the might of the Assyrians dwindled into 
feebleness ; the breath of the Lord withered their hosts. 

Can we fail of deriving important instruction from this observed dealing of 
the Almighty? I gather from it, that all the focal that can ever muster 
against the chundi of the Redeemer are but as instruments in God’s hands. 
They can attempt nothing and accomplish nothing, except by Ilis permission. 
Israel and Judah, as a nation, were typical, as we all know, of the church of 
Christ ; the varied dispensations and dealings of God towards the former, 
were designed to adumbrate His dealings towards the latter. The foes of 
Israel were emblematic, then, of the foes to Christ and His church ; and when 
we read of the Assyrians as mustering, in their proud and hostile array, 
against Israel and Judah, wo seem to have a figure of that haughty opposition 
which the cliurch of Christ, in its collective or individual capacity, hath ever 
had to encounter from the world. It is at least, then, encouraging, to know 
that her very ft)es are in the hand of God, aiid subject to Ilis control. They 
cannot effect aught against the people of Christ, without Divine permission ; 
they cannot overstep the limits which God’s overruling providence hatli 
assigned them. They may menace, they may afflict, they may persecute, 
they may impose fetters ; but, after all, the cause is God’s, and they can pre- 
vail no further than He sees good to ordain. We know of the ocean billows, 
in their wildest and most temptistuous fury, they are subject to a law, in 
virtue whereof they have appointed limits over which they may not pass ; ay, 
and far above the tumult of ungodly men, in majestic sovereignty over all the 
tempests that may l)eat and rage against the ark of His church, there sitteth 
One supreme over all from the beginning. The Assyrians may muster 
against the disciples of Jesus, the adversaries of the Lord collect their forces 
and display their strength ; yet can they accomplish nothing without Divine 
I)ermisaion : and while for the moral purification of His people, or for the chas- 
tisement, it may be, of their iniquities, God may permit the adversary to gain 
some advantage, yet oh ! it may be — it ought to be — for the encouragement 
of God’s peoi)le, to know that their cause is still the cause of the Omnipotent. 
His people have hut to clothe themselves in the sackcloth of genuine repent- 
ance, to pierce the heavens M’ith believing and earnest supplication, and all 
that proud array shall wither or disperse ; God shall come forth to confound 
the adversary, and to humble his pride with the tokens of His power. Yes, 
when one looks at the dangers that outwardly menace the church of the 
Redeemer ; when one sees the Assyrians gathering thickly around her — infi- 
delity, false doctrine, heresy, or schism, threatening her very existence — who 
can Avonder if trepidation should seize upon her staunchest members ? Or, 
to bring the case home more pointedly to individual believers, where is the 
servant of Christ, who finds the way dark or his path perplexed, who per- 
ceives the adversary eager and watchful for his overthrow, and who trembles 
lest the Assyrian should one day compass his downfall ? To such we say, 
gather courage from tlie history of what befel Sennacherib, the Assyrian 
invader of Israel. Know ve, that all opposition to God’s trutli is overruled of 
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Ood^ acooiii{>lish the design that He pieases — that the enemy can do nothing 
except^ Ipr Divine sufferance — and that whensoever (rod sees fit, He can 
hearit^,;^ the cry of His people, overwhelm their foes with confusion, and , 
put a 8c^ of exultation into the lips of His redeemed. 

Such, then, are some of the truths to be gleaned from the nafrative before 
us. We shall not have pondered it in vain, if you go away more deeply 
impressed with the danger of making any concession to sin. If our safety in 
religion depends upon decision ; there is a total impossibility, Christ tells ns, 
of • serving God and Mammon ; we must take part altogether with Christ, or 
we shall forsake the only refuge, and be left to the mercy of every wind or 
wave of temptation. Not to make compromise will often cost you a struggle 
— ^it may expose you to conflict or to rid^ule ; but recollect that no difficulty 
is too great for one who has God for ms defeni^e — no freedom from scorn 
is worth having, if purchased at the risk of displeasing God. The world will 
never be satisfied with any concession which leaves yon more than a mere 
nominal professor of Christianity. Tlie Assyrian Avill demand, first, some tri- 
bute which you can easily render ; but if you think to satisfy him with this, 
you will presently find that lie will be content with nothing short of entire 
vassalage. Again, we have learnt from this narrative how a Christian ought 
to demean himself in trouble or affliction ; not to regard it as the dealing of 
an angry God, but rather as the discipline of a loving father. It is to lead 
him to the throne of grace, not to keep him at a distance ; it is to make hhn 
more eager after, in plac.e of being indifferent to, communion with God. His 
privilege as a Christian is, to take every trouble and make it known to God. 
Hezekiah “ took the letter, and spread it before the Lord.” Oh ! that we 
might imitate Him* in taking our trials and griefs and spreading them before 
God in prayer I — that so the water of sorrow might be turned into the wine 
of consolation, the seed of tears into the harvest of joy. Again, there is a 
lesson of abundant encouragement in finding that all adversaries to God’s 
people — all the trials they suffer, all the afflictions' they undergo — are but the 
instrumentality in God's hand whereby He works for their real benefit. The 
aspect of the foe may be terrible— but the cause of which God is the defender 
can never fail. Oh ! that one and all of us might, more than ever, associate 
ourselves with that .cause ! — that we might throw ourselves into the great 
design of our Maker, and yield ourselves up unreservedly to Ilis service ! 
We are brought in the providence of God to the last Sabbath in the year ; hut 
a few moments more, and our last Sabbath opportunity, for tliis year, of 
hearkening to the preaching of the Gospel will have passed for ever. Wliat 
account is there to be given as to our improvement of the Sabbath privileges 
of the year that is closing ? How have we sped in our Christian course ? A 
twelvemonth nearer to the grave — are we nearer to heaven, more intent upon 
its glories, better fitted for its occupations ? Are there any amongst us on 
whom all the means of grace of the year past have been, apparently, expended 
in vain ? Are there any still the careless, still the unconverted ? Oh i that 
this very night the slumber of sin might be broken, and you might be roused 
to thoughtfulness and concern about your never-dying soul I Can you promise 
yourselves that opportunities will be continued for ever ? that the Spirit will 
always strive ? that Christ will always beseech ? May He not hi righteous 
judgment withdraw from you, if you continue so unkindly and so long to 
resist Him? God grant that if never hitherto, yet at length the call to 
repentance and faith might be heartily responded to I Join yourselves, we 
entreat you, to the people of God ; forsake the Assyrians, and put in your lot 
with the few and despised flock of Christ ; so shall you he of the number of 
tkose to whom victory is sure— conquest over sin— triumph over death — 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven. 
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